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In "Under the Maples," John Burroughs masterfully intertwines nature observation with personal reflection, a hallmark of his literary style that transcends mere pastoral writing. Set against the backdrop of rural America, this collection of essays captures the nuanced beauty of the seasons, particularly the profound influence of maple trees on the landscape and the human spirit. Burroughs employs a deeply descriptive and contemplative prose that invites readers into his serene world, making them acutely aware of the interconnectedness of nature and daily life, all while echoing the transcendental themes prevalent during the late 19th century. John Burroughs, a prolific naturalist and essayist, drew inspiration from his experiences growing up in the Catskill Mountains and his lifelong passion for the natural world. His writings reflect his role as a pivotal figure in the conservation movement and serve as a bridge between your forays into nature and the philosophical musings of contemporaries such as Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau. Burroughs' deep appreciation for simplicity and authenticity resonates through his explorations of the environment. "Under the Maples" is highly recommended for readers seeking a profound connection to nature, as well as those interested in the evolution of American nature writing. Burroughs's reflections are not just observations of the natural world but meditations that inspire reverence and mindfulness, making this book a timeless addition to the literary canon. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "Bird Stories from Burroughs," John Burroughs artfully intertwines personal narrative with keen natural observation to deliver a series of vignettes that celebrate the beauty and complexity of avian life. Written in a lyrical prose that reflects both his reverence for nature and his philosophical musings, Burroughs invites readers into a world where birds are not merely subjects of study, but fellow inhabitants of the earth with whom we share a profound connection. The book is situated within the broader context of the 19th-century American nature writing movement, characterized by a growing awareness of the environment and a desire to observe and preserve the wilderness. John Burroughs, a prominent figure in American literature and a contemporary of notable naturalists such as John Muir and Ralph Waldo Emerson, was deeply influenced by the transcendentalist movement and his own experiences in nature. His lifelong passion for botany and ornithology, along with his role as an advocate for conservation, propelled him to document the intricacies of birds and their habitats. Burroughs'Äôs reflective style is imbued with personal insights, suggesting an intricate bond between the observer and the observed, which speaks profoundly to the human condition. This enchanting collection is highly recommended for readers who seek to deepen their appreciation of nature and the avian world. Whether you are a seasoned birdwatcher, an aspiring nature enthusiast, or simply curious about the intricate lives of birds, Burroughs'Äôs stories provide a captivating and thoughtful exploration that bridges the gap between humanity and the natural realm.
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In "The Wit of a Duck and Other Papers," John Burroughs embarks on a reflective exploration of nature, intertwining keen observations with a humorous and philosophical lens. This collection, characterized by Burroughs'Äô characteristic prose style, showcases his ability to impart wit and wisdom through simple yet profound narratives. His writing not only captures the rich details of the natural world but also presents a broader commentary on humanity's relationship with nature, resonating with the burgeoning nature writing movement of the late 19th century, where writers sought to elevate the understanding of the environment amidst industrialization. John Burroughs, an influential figure in American literature and a naturalist, was deeply inspired by the world around him, having spent much of his life in close communion with nature. His experiences in the forests and fields of his native New York profoundly shaped his philosophical outlook and literary craftsmanship. Burroughs'Äô commitment to observing and celebrating the natural world stemmed from not only a personal passion but also a desire to impart a respect for nature in his readers during an era marked by rapid urbanization. This book is highly recommended for anyone intrigued by the intertwining of humor, nature, and reflective thought. Burroughs'Äô ability to convey profound insights through engaging narratives invites readers to contemplate their own interactions with the natural world. "The Wit of a Duck and Other Papers" is an essential read for enthusiasts of nature writing and anyone seeking a refreshing perspective on life through the lens of the simple wonders that surround us.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


John James Audubon



Burroughs, John

4064066213954

147

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

In "John James Audubon," John Burroughs delves into the life and legacy of the renowned naturalist and painter, whose vibrant illustrations of American birds transformed the field of ornithology and natural history. Burroughs employs a lyrical and evocative literary style that captures the essence of Audubon'Äôs passion for the natural world, weaving in biographical anecdotes and reflections against the backdrop of 19th-century America. This work stands as a significant contribution to the environmental literature of its time, illustrating the interconnectedness of art, nature, and science through a personal lens that enhances our understanding of Audubon'Äôs enduring impact on American wildlife conservation and aesthetic appreciation of nature. John Burroughs, an esteemed naturalist and essayist, was deeply influenced by the transcendentalist movement and his own lifelong fascination with the natural world. His experiences wandering through the American wilderness provided him with a unique perspective on nature, which is evident in his admiration for Audubon'Äôs artistry and dedication to the documentation of avian species. Burroughs, often regarded as a precursor to modern nature writing, was inspired by Audubon'Äôs adventurous spirit and commitment to capturing the beauty and complexity of wildlife. This compelling biography is not only a tribute to John James Audubon but also a profound exploration of man'Äôs relationship with nature. Scholars, nature enthusiasts, and casual readers alike will appreciate Burroughs'Äô ability to portray Audubon'Äôs significant contributions while reflecting on the broader implications of his legacy in today'Äôs ecological discourse. This book is highly recommended for anyone seeking to deepen their understanding of the intersections between art, nature, and the human experience.
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In "Whitman: A Study," John Burroughs delves into the multifaceted genius of Walt Whitman, exploring the poet's innovative use of free verse and expansive themes that celebrate individuality, democracy, and the interconnection of all life. Burroughs employs a reflective and analytical literary style, characterized by its rich imagery and profound insights into Whitman's work within the broader literary context of American Romanticism. The study not only examines Whitman's most celebrated poems but also provides a window into his philosophical views, making it an essential text for understanding the emergence of modern American poetry. John Burroughs, a renowned naturalist and essayist, was influenced by the transcendentalist movement and the deep appreciation of nature that defines both his life and work. His intimate friendship with Whitman, alongside his own explorations of nature and humanity, allowed Burroughs to present a unique perspective on the poet's profound impact on American letters. Through his own lens of naturalism, Burroughs interrogates Whitman's belief in the inherent beauty of the human spirit and the world. This book is an invaluable recommendation for readers seeking to appreciate Whitman'Äôs experimentalism and the depth of his visionary thought. Burroughs' scholarship not only enriches the reader's understanding of Whitman but also invites reflections on the significance of poetry in capturing the essence of human experience. A must-read for scholars and poetry enthusiasts alike, this study opens pathways to understanding the American literary canon.
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    To watch nature closely is to feel both the steadiness of its laws and the restlessness of its transformations.

Time and Change by John Burroughs belongs to the tradition of American nature writing and reflective nonfiction, a form in which observation of the natural world becomes a means of thinking through larger questions. Burroughs was known for prose rooted in outdoor experience and for essays that move between field-based attention and broader interpretation. Read today, the book feels like an extended conversation between a patient observer and an immense subject: the passing of seasons, the continuity of life, and the human desire to find meaning in patterns that are never quite fixed.

The book’s premise is simple and spacious: Burroughs turns to ordinary natural processes as a lens for considering time, change, and the place of human perception within them. Rather than offering a plot, the work offers a sequence of meditations that gather momentum through recurrence and variation, much like the phenomena they describe. The reading experience is contemplative, inviting, and deliberately unhurried, asking the reader to slow down and attend to how small details accumulate into insight. It is less a manual of facts than a record of sustained attention.

Burroughs’s voice blends clear description with philosophical reflection, and his style tends toward measured sentences shaped by careful looking. He often begins with something tangible—weather, growth, motion, or animal life—and then follows the thread into questions of continuity, impermanence, and perspective. The tone is serious without being austere, accessible without being simplistic, and marked by a willingness to dwell in uncertainty where experience does not yield a clean conclusion. This makes the book feel like a companion to observation, encouraging readers to test ideas against what they can actually see.

A central tension in Time and Change is the effort to reconcile human time with natural time: the personal scale of memory and aging against cycles that seem at once repetitive and always new. Change appears not only as a dramatic event but as a constant condition—subtle shifts, gradual transitions, and the quiet persistence of process. Alongside this runs an ethical and intellectual theme: how to think responsibly about nature without forcing it to mirror human wishes or fears. Burroughs’s method models an integrity of attention that resists easy abstractions.

The book also explores how knowledge is formed, emphasizing the role of direct encounter in shaping understanding. In an age of secondhand information, Burroughs’s commitment to firsthand perception remains instructive, not as a rejection of learning but as a reminder that interpretation should stay grounded. His essays encourage readers to consider how language frames experience, how habits of seeing can be trained, and how patience can yield a richer grasp of complexity. The result is a kind of intellectual ecology, where ideas and observations continually revise each other.

Time and Change still matters because it speaks to contemporary pressures that distort our sense of pace, attention, and belonging. Environmental concern, accelerated daily life, and the fragmentation of focus make Burroughs’s slow, observant approach newly relevant, offering a model of engagement that is neither escapist nor merely nostalgic. The book invites readers to measure their lives against larger rhythms without surrendering to fatalism, and to recognize change as both a source of loss and a condition of renewal. Its enduring value lies in teaching a way of noticing that deepens both thought and care.
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    Time and Change by John Burroughs is a late collection of essays in which the naturalist reflects on how modern science, daily experience, and long observation reshape one’s sense of nature. Rather than telling a single story, the book advances an argument through linked meditations: that the living world is best understood through patient attention to facts, yet also through a humane, literary sensibility. Burroughs repeatedly tests common assumptions about the past and the present, asking how landscapes, species, and human habits appear different when viewed across long spans of time and under changing conditions.

paragraphs

Early in the volume, Burroughs sets his method by moving between field-based description and discussion of broad ideas that were prominent in his era, especially the implications of evolutionary thought. He insists on continuity between everyday natural history and larger scientific explanations, while resisting distortions caused by sentimentality, exaggeration, or loose interpretation of evidence. His essays frequently return to the contrast between immediate perception and inherited belief: what people think they know about animals, weather, and seasons versus what repeated observation actually shows. The argumentative flow emphasizes careful seeing as a corrective to easy certainty.

paragraphs

As the essays progress, Burroughs treats time not only as a scientific concept but as an experiential one, measured in migrations, flowering cycles, and subtle shifts in familiar places. He explores how change may be gradual and uneven, and how human memory can misread it by treating brief personal experience as a permanent standard. This creates an underlying tension: the desire for stable, comforting nature versus the recognition that nature is restless, adaptive, and often indifferent. His reflective stance places the reader alongside him, examining how knowledge accumulates without becoming final.

paragraphs

A recurring concern is the relationship between science and literature. Burroughs values imaginative writing about the outdoors but argues that imagination must remain accountable to the real world, especially when describing animals and their behavior. He engages controversies of interpretation—how to describe instinct, intelligence, and purpose in nature—without turning the book into a technical treatise. The essays aim to clarify where poetic language illuminates and where it misleads, and they probe the limits of human-centered explanations. The conflict is less personal than intellectual: fidelity to nature versus pleasing stories about it.
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    John Burroughs’s “Time and Change” appeared in 1912, when the United States was moving from the late Gilded Age into the Progressive Era. Burroughs (1837–1921) was long associated with northeastern landscapes, especially New York’s Hudson River Valley and the Catskills, and he wrote as a prominent American naturalist and essayist. The book emerged after decades of rapid industrial expansion and urban growth, when railroads, factories, and mass circulation magazines reshaped daily life and public debate. Burroughs’s essays draw on established traditions of American nature writing while engaging contemporary questions about modernity, knowledge, and cultural change.

paragraphs】【：】【“】【paragraphs

At the turn of the twentieth century, American science and education were becoming more professionalized. Universities expanded research programs, museums grew, and popular publishing carried scientific ideas to a broad readership. Charles Darwin’s “On the Origin of Species” (1859) and later evolutionary writings had become major reference points in public discussions, while disputes persisted over how evolution related to religion and ethics. Burroughs had previously entered such debates in “The Light of Day” (1900) and “Ways of Nature” (1905). “Time and Change” reflects this setting by treating natural history as a basis for thinking about long processes—geological, biological, and cultural—without relying on sensational discovery.

paragraphs

The Progressive Era (roughly the 1890s through the 1910s) also fostered reform movements concerned with labor conditions, public health, government corruption, and corporate power. At the same time, the conservation movement gained federal prominence: Yellowstone had been established earlier (1872), and new policies and agencies expanded public stewardship of land and wildlife. Under Theodore Roosevelt (president 1901–1909), the United States created national forests and wildlife refuges, and the National Conservation Commission met in 1908. Burroughs moved in Roosevelt’s circle and joined him on outings. This political and cultural emphasis on nature and national resources informs the book’s valuation of direct observation and the outdoors.

paragraphs

Technological and infrastructural change formed the immediate background to Burroughs’s late essays. By 1912, electrification, telephones, improved printing, and expanding rail networks had accelerated communication and mobility, while cities grew rapidly through immigration and internal migration. Such transformations created both optimism about progress and anxiety about alienation from rural life. Burroughs, who had lived through the Civil War era and Reconstruction, watched these shifts across a long personal timeline. “Time and Change” uses that long view to contrast transient fashions and social habits with slower natural rhythms, offering a perspective shaped by witnessing the nation’s transition from agrarian patterns toward industrial modernity.

paragraphs”“The early 1900s saw heightened public interest in literature that interpreted nature for general audiences. Periodicals such as The Atlantic Monthly and Harper’s, along with lecture circuits and publishing houses in New York and Boston, helped establish an educated readership for essays blending observation, philosophy, and cultural commentary. Burroughs’s work belonged to this mainstream, alongside writers like Ralph Waldo Emerson (earlier) and contemporaries who popularized natural history. His approach emphasized field experience, plain description, and reflective judgment. In 1912, this style also answered a market in which scientific authority and personal experience competed, and where “nature” served as a counterweight to the perceived excesses of urban consumer culture.”,
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I suspect that in this volume my reader will feel that I have given him a stone when he asked for bread, and his feeling in this respect will need no apology. I fear there is more of the matter of hard science and of scientific speculation in this collection than of spiritual and aesthetic nutriment; but I do hope the volume is not entirely destitute of the latter. If I have not in some degree succeeded in transmuting my rocks into a kind of wholesome literary bread, or, to vary the figure, in turning them into a soil in which some green thing or flower of human interest and emotion may take root and grow, then, indeed, have I come short of the end I had in view.

I am well aware that my own interest in geology far outruns my knowledge, but if I can in some degree kindle that interest in my reader, I shall be putting him on the road to a fuller knowledge than I possess. As with other phases of nature, I have probably loved the rocks more than I have studied them. In my youth I delighted in lingering about and beneath the ledges of my native hills, partly in the spirit of adventure and a boy's love of the wild, and partly with an eye to their curious forms, and the evidences of immense time that looked out from their gray and crumbling fronts. I was in the presence of Geologic Time, and was impressed by the scarred and lichen-coated veteran without knowing who or what he was. But he put a spell upon me that has deepened as the years have passed, and now my boyhood ledges are more interesting to me than ever.

If one gains an interest in the history of the earth, he is quite sure to gain an interest in the history of the life on the earth. If the former illustrates the theory of development, so must the latter. The geologist is pretty sure to be an evolutionist. As science turns over the leaves of the great rocky volume, it sees the imprint of animals and plants upon them and it traces their changes and the appearance of new species from age to age. The biologic tree has grown and developed as the geologic soil in which it is rooted has deepened and ripened. I am sure I was an evolutionist in the abstract, or by the quality and complexion of my mind, before I read Darwin, but to become an evolutionist in the concrete, and accept the doctrine of the animal origin of man, has not for me been an easy matter.

The essays on the subject in this volume are the outcome of the stages of brooding and thinking which I have gone through in accepting this doctrine. I am aware that there is much repetition in them, but maybe on that very account they will help my reader to go along with me over the long road we have to travel to reach this conclusion.

July, 1912.
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The long road I have in mind is the long road of evolution,—the road you and I have traveled in the guise of humbler organisms, from the first unicellular life in the old Cambrian seas to the complex and highly specialized creature that rules supreme in the animal kingdom to-day. Surely a long journey, stretching through immeasurable epochs of geologic time, and attended by vicissitudes of which we can form but feeble conceptions.

The majority of readers, I fancy, are not yet ready to admit that they, or any of their forebears, have ever made such a journey. We have all long been taught that our race was started upon its career only a few thousand years ago, started, not amid the warrings of savage elemental nature, but in a pleasant garden with everything needed close at hand. This belief has faded a good deal in our time, especially among thoughtful persons; but in a modified form, as the special creation theory, it held sway in the minds of the older naturalists like Agassiz[1] and Dawson[2], long after Darwin had launched his revolutionary doctrine of our animal origin, putting man in the same zoological scheme as the lower orders.

We are slow to adjust our minds to the revelations of science, they have been so long adjusted to a revelation, so-called, of an entirely different character. It gives them a wrench more or less violent when we try to make them at home and at their ease amid these new and startling disclosures. To many good people evolution seems an ungodly doctrine, like setting up a remorseless logic in the place of an omnipresent Creator. But there is no help for it. Science has fairly turned us out of our comfortable little anthropomorphic notion of things into the great out-of-doors of the universe. We must and will get used to the chill, yea, to the cosmic chill, if need be[1q]. Our religious instincts will be all the hardier for it.

When we accepted Newton's discovery of the force called gravitation, we virtually surrendered ourselves to the enemy, and started upon a road, the road of natural causation, that traverses the whole system of created things. We cannot turn back; we may lie down by the roadside and dream our old dreams, but our children and their children will press on, and will be exhilarated by the journey.

It is at first sight an unpalatable truth that evolution confronts us with, and it requires courage calmly to face it. But it is in perfect keeping with the whole career of physical science, which is forever directing our attention to common near-at-hand facts for the key to remote and mysterious occurrences.

It seems to me that evolution adds greatly to the wonder of life, because it takes it out of the realm of the arbitrary, the exceptional, and links it to the sequence of natural causation. That man should have been brought into existence by the fiat of an omnipotent power is less an occasion for wonder than that he should have worked his way up from the lower non-human forms. That the manward impulse should never have been lost in all the appalling vicissitudes of geologic time, that it should have pushed steadily on, through mollusk and fish and amphibian and reptile, through swimming and creeping and climbing things, and that the forms that conveyed it should have escaped the devouring monsters of the earth, sea, and air till it came to its full estate in a human being, is the wonder of wonders.

In like manner, evolution raises immensely the value of the biological processes that are everywhere operative about us, by showing us that these processes are the channels through which the creative energy has worked, and is still working. Not in the far-off or in the exceptional does it seek the key to man's origin, but in the sleepless activity of the creative force, which has been pushing onward and upward, from the remotest time, till it has come to full fruition in man.

It is easy to inject into man's natural history a supernatural element, as nearly all biologists and anthropologists before Darwin's time did, and as many serious people still do. It is too easy, in fact, and the temptation to do so is great. It makes short work of the problem of man's origin, and saves a deal of trouble. But this method is more and more discredited, and the younger biologists and natural philosophers accept the zoological conception of man, which links him with all the lower forms, and proceed to work from that.

When we have taken the first step in trying to solve the problem of man's origin, where can we stop? Can we find any point in his history where we can say, Here his natural history ends, and his supernatural history begins? Does his natural history end with the pre-glacial man, with the cave man, or the river-drift man, with the low-browed, long-jawed fossil man of Java,—Pithecanthropus erectus[3], described by Du Bois[4]? Where shall we stop on his trail? I had almost said "step on his tail," for we undoubtedly, if we go back far enough, come to a time when man had a tail. Every unborn child at a certain stage of its development still has a tail, as it also has a coat of hair and a hand-like foot. But could we stop with the tailed man—the manlike ape, or the apelike man? Did his Creator start him with this appendage, or was it a later suffix of his own invention?

If we once seriously undertake to solve the riddle of man's origin, and go back along the line of his descent, I doubt if we can find the point, or the form, where the natural is supplanted by the supernatural as it is called, where causation ends and miracle begins. Even the first dawn of protozoic life in the primordial seas must have been natural, or it would not have occurred,—must have been potential in what went before it. In this universe, so far as we know it, one thing springs from another; the sequence of cause and effect is continuous and inviolable.

We know that no man is born of full stature, with his hat and boots on; we know that he grows from an infant, and we know the infant grows from a fetus, and that the fetus grows from a bit of nucleated protoplasm in the mother's womb. Why may not the race of man grow from a like simple beginning? It seems to be the order of nature; it IS the order of nature,—first the germ, the inception, then the slow growth from the simple to the complex. It is the order of our own thoughts, our own arts, our own civilization, our own language.

In our candid moments we acknowledge the animal in ourselves and in our neighbors,—especially in our neighbors,—the beast, the shark, the hog, the sloth, the fox, the monkey; but to accept the notion of our animal origin, that gives us pause. To believe that our remote ancestor, no matter how remote in time or space, was a lowly organized creature living in the primordial seas with no more brains than a shovel-nosed shark or a gar-pike, puts our scientific faith to severe test.

Think of it. For countless ages, millions upon millions of years, we see the earth swarming with life, low bestial life, devouring and devoured, myriads of forms, all in bondage to nature or natural forces, living only to eat and to breed, localized, dependent upon place and clime, shaped to specific ends like machines,—to fly, to swim, to climb, to run, to dig, to drill, to weave, to wade, to graze, to crush,—knowing not what they do, as void of conscious purpose as the thorns, the stings, the hooks, the coils, and the wings in the vegetable world, making no impression upon the face of nature, as much a part of it as the trees and the stones, species after species having its day, and then passing off the stage, when suddenly, in the day before yesterday in the geologic year, so suddenly as to give some color of truth to the special creation theory, a new and strange animal appears, with new and strange powers, separated from the others by what appears an impassable gulf, less specialized in his bodily powers than the others, but vastly more specialized in his brain and mental powers, instituting a new order of things upon the earth, the face of which he in time changes through his new gift of reason, inventing tools and weapons and language, harnessing the physical forces to his own ends, and putting all things under his feet,—man the wonder-worker, the beholder of the stars, the critic and spectator of creation itself, the thinker of the thoughts of God, the worshiper, the devotee, the hero, spreading rapidly over the earth, and developing with prodigious strides when once fairly launched upon his career. Can it be possible, we ask, that this god was fathered by the low bestial orders below him,—instinct giving birth to reason, animal ferocity developing into human benevolence, the slums of nature sending forth the ruler of the earth. It is a hard proposition, I say, undoubtedly the hardest that science has ever confronted us with.

Haeckel[5], discussing this subject, suggests that it is the parvenu in us that is reluctant to own our lowly progenitors, the pride of family and position, like that of would-be aristocratic sons who conceal the humble origin of their parents. But it is more than that; it is the old difficulty of walking by faith where there is nothing visible to walk upon: we lack faith in the efficiency of the biologic laws, or any mundane forces, to bridge the tremendous chasm that separates man from even the highest of the lower orders. His radical unlikeness to all the forms below him, as if he moved in a world apart, into which they could never enter, as in a sense he does, is where the difficulty lies. Moreover, evolution balks us because of the inconceivable stretch of time during which it has been at work. It is as impossible for us to grasp geological time as sidereal space. All the standards of measurement furnished us by experience are as inadequate as is a child's cup to measure the ocean.

Several million years, or one million years,—how can we take it in? We cannot. A hundred years is a long time in human history, and how we pause before a thousand! Then think of ten thousand, of fifty thousand, of one hundred thousand, of ten hundred thousand, or one million, or of one hundred million! What might not the slow but ceaseless creative energy do in that time, changing but a hair in each generation! If our millionaires had to earn their wealth cent by cent, and carry each cent home with them at night, it would be some years before they became millionaires. This is but a faint symbol of the slow process by which nature has piled up her riches. She has had no visions of sudden wealth. To clothe the earth with soil made from the disintegrated mountains—can we figure that time to ourselves? The Orientals try to get a hint of eternity by saying that when the Himalayas have been ground to powder by allowing a gauze veil to float against them once in a thousand years, eternity will only have just begun. Our mountains have been pulverized by a process almost as slow. In our case the gauze veil is the air, and the rains, and the snows, before which even granite crumbles. See what the god of erosion, in the shape of water, has done in the river valleys and gorges—cut a mile deep in the Colorado canyon, and yet this canyon is but of yesterday in geologic time. Only give the evolutionary god time enough and all these miracles are surely wrought.
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