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FOREWORD

Being born a Guinness is a great privilege, not least because there is a world of family and commercial history that faces a descendant of Arthur Guinness. Sometimes this can be disadvantageous, such as when handling the politics of the playground. However, sometimes it can be immensely rewarding, especially when discovering a new brewery feat or a long-distant cousin.

It never fails to astound me how many people, young and old, from the four corners of the earth, have formed an opinion or posed a question on the subject of Guinness. This book is a short introduction to the World of Guinness – to the beer, the brewery, its people and our family.

There are some incredible people who keep Arthur’s candle burning, not least Catherine Toolan and Eibhlin Colgan, who make it their business to welcome so many to the Storehouse every day. Gráinne Wafer was reared within sight of the brewery and is now the person who is responsible for the phenomenal recent growth of Guinness across the globe. Mick Tuck is one of those consummate Guinness professionals with whom it is a delight to have developed this book, and to whom I owe a pint. It is wonderful to see the Storehouse developing in a way that would make all generations of my family very proud indeed.
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Rory Guinness
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The Guinness gates on Robert Street, Dublin, with the Storehouse rising above
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Guinness animals wave farewell to the newly married couple, my parents – a wedding present from John Gilroy




[image: Illustration]

Gilroy’s animals at the entrance to Guinness’s St James’s Gate Brewery




WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF GUINNESS

‘Guinness’s Dublin Stout. This article is confidently recommended for home consumption and for export, and must, from its age, purity and soundness, ensure the approbation and support of the Public.’

– The Morning Post, 1829
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Early 19th-century illustration of St James’s Gate Brewery



The story of Guinness starts with one man in the year 1759. That man was Arthur Guinness, and he was an entrepreneur with a vision to create a brewery and a home for his family. He brought valour and particular values to the enterprise. And it is testament to his vision that there hasn’t been a day since then that a beautiful pint hasn’t been produced at his brewery.

Stepping into the World of Guinness is to see a snapshot of what a family has achieved, representing a very Irish tribute to the wonders of beer, combining science and craft with tradition and endeavour. Along the way Arthur created a force for good for people around the world.

ARTHUR COMES TO DUBLIN

The Guinness story began in Dublin when Arthur Guinness (1725–1803) left behind his small brewery in Leixlip, Co. Kildare and came to the city to seek his fortune. With a bequest of £100 from the estate of his godfather Dr Arthur Price, Archbishop of Cashel, he purchased a 9,000-year lease on a dilapidated brewery on St James’s Gate, with an annual rent of £45.
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First trademark label issued by Guinness in 1862 showing the HARP symbol, trademarked in 1876 and based on the Brian Boru harp preserved in Trinity College
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Portrait of Arthur Guinness, founder (1725–1803)
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Advertising showcard featuring illustration of St James’s Gate Porter Brewery, Dublin, c.1890



St James’s Gate offered Arthur the benefits of pure water, sourced from the Rivers Dodder and Poddle. The canal network offered opportunities to import raw ingredients from the countryside and distribute his fine beers. Later on, the rail network and River Liffey opened up the world for exports.

In 1759, the site consisted of only a copper (a giant kettle), a kieve (a Dublin term for a mash tun, which acts as a sieve), a mill, two malt houses, stables for 12 horses and a loft that could hold 200 tonnes of hay. While the ingredients and craft of brewing have little changed since Arthur’s time, the advancements in science over the centuries now ensure consistency in every pint brewed at St James’s Gate.

Initially Arthur Guinness was brewing mostly the ales and light beers which were so popular at the time. However, he soon noticed a new trend. Arthur had seen a dark beer being drunk with increasing popularity by the porters of Covent Garden market and Billingsgate market in London. As a result, he began brewing his own porter and stout. Within a matter of years, Arthur’s experiment with the darker beers had become so successful that after his death in 1803, his son Arthur II (1768–1855) devoted more and more resources to this new brew. Soon, foreign buyers began to arrive in Dublin unsolicited to buy Guinness. Word was spreading that Dublin was brewing something special.
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