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DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF:





John Birch (1929–2012), organist of Chichester Cathedral 1958–80


and


Peter Iden (1945–2012), celebrated Chichester artist





Much-missed friends who contributed so much to the artistic life of this city they loved, and also contributed material for this book which, sadly, they were not to see in print.
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INTRODUCTION


The 1960s, often lauded as the ‘greatest’ era of the twentieth century, are generally remembered as either a time of welcome liberation from the straight-laced propriety of the first half of the century or an era of great destruction when the hearts were ripped out of our towns and cities in the name of progress. Either way it was a decade of great change – change that was felt right across the land, and even sleepy Chichester was provided with many threats and challenges thereby, as well as gaining some welcome new assets.


It has to be admitted at the outset that Chichester (pronounced by its natives as Chiddester) has always been something of a backwater, never acquiring a fast, direct road or railway link of its own to London and not being en route from London to anywhere more important either. This meant (and still means) lengthy journey times which may be the major reason why it has not undergone the exponential growth of other south coast towns but instead remained pleasantly small. In 1961 its population was 20,118 and it had only risen to 21,170 by 1970; at the time of writing it is some 25,000 but Chichester is now being threatened with unwelcome rapid expansion to satiate the national demand for more housing.


In the 1960s Chichester was still very much a market town. Wednesday was market day, with beast and traders’ markets taking place at the Cattle Market site in Market Road. At this time cattle were still being driven through the streets from the station by colourful drovers. Chichester was also still a garrison town; the large barracks at the top of The Broyle had been home to the Royal Sussex Regiment since 1881, but they relocated to Canterbury in 1960 and, after a gap, the barracks became home to the Royal Military Police (the Recaps) who took up residence in 1964 and entered fully into the life of the city.


Chichester has always been regarded by its younger residents as a dead town where ‘nothing ever happens’, and in the 1960s the young had go to Portsmouth or Brighton (or, even worse, Bognor) for their thrills. Chichester was seen by them to be anything but ‘swinging’. However, the spirit of the 1960s did not entirely pass Chichester by; the city did provide some refuge for the young in its new coffee bars and the jazz club at Fishbourne. Celebrities from the world of rock and roll would appear from time to time, most notably when some of the Rolling Stones were tried here for drugs offences in 1967, an event that emptied out the local girls’ schools whose pupils took the morning off to scream outside the courthouse.


Chichester, as with all cathedral cities, has long had artistic associations, but the opening of Chichester Festival Theatre in 1962 set it on the road of being the city of culture that it is today. That a national theatre could be built – and thrive – in such a one-horse town as Chichester baffled the pundits, but built it was, and it attracted no less a personage than Sir Laurence Olivier as its first director. It remains a popular draw to the city.


Chichester did suffer at the hands of 1960s developers but this was checked sharply by a public backlash over some particularly brutal destruction that took place in 1964 and, three years later, its being adopted by the Minister of Housing and local government as a subject for a conservation study.


Sixties Chichester was a city with tremendous civic pride which engendered great loyalty amongst its citizens, many of whom served it in all sorts of ways. Indeed it was striking how, in the course of the research, the same well-known Chichester names kept cropping up in different connections.


Having been born in 1950, the 1960s were my formative years and I witnessed at first hand how the decade shaped (and, perhaps more importantly, failed to reshape) the City of Chichester. With the eye of an observant schoolboy I watched eagerly all that was going on around me, rejoicing in the constant activity at the railway shunting yard, enjoying the hard winter of 1962/63 and not noticing any particular inconvenience, observing the building of the Festival Theatre and lamenting the running down and final, unnecessary destruction of the east side of Somerstown.


Chichester has been well served by local historians over the years and so some subjects – the building of the Festival Theatre and the fate of Somerstown for example – have already been covered in much detail elsewhere. Where this is the case such subjects have still been included but covered less exhaustively so as to permit more space to be devoted to those that have not; the stories of the creation of the museum, swimming pool and new library, for example, being told here for the first time and in detail.


It is often a moot point as to when a decade actually begins. Technically it should be with the ‘1’ year – i.e. 1961 – and run to 1970, but here I will include all nine of the ‘sixties’ years and, now and again, drift back into the late 1950s and forwards into the early 1970s in order to provide a more complete picture. Consider it to be a long decade, as in ‘the long eighteenth century’.


I did not set out to cover every single aspect of Chichester life in the 1960s, to have done so would have been – for me – an insurmountable task. The choice of what has been included is entirely mine, and naturally (even self-indulgently) I have veered towards those subjects which most interested me or touched me personally in some way during the era in question. To those who have bought the book only to find their pet subject omitted, I apologise.


In this work, documentary research has been backed up by personal memories to produce an account which is primarily evidential, but spiced with memoirs* of the city during the 1960s, hopefully providing some nostalgia along with some long-forgotten facts about Chichester in the Swinging Sixties.





Alan H.J. Green


Chichester, 2015


Note


  *    Memoirs, especially when recalled in advancing years, can be notoriously unreliable hence the order of priority.




ONE



PRELUDE: THE


SWINGING SIXTIES


‘If you can remember the 1960s you weren’t really there’ runs an oft quoted, but seemingly unattributed, maxim about the decade that brought an explosion of youth culture: summers of sex, drugs and rock and roll, long hair, free love, the cult of the hippy and, particularly, liberation. As a result of this the sixties have become almost venerated, ushering in, as they did, some of the most significant social changes of the twentieth century – ‘The old order changeth, yielding place to the new’, as King Arthur lamented from his death-barge in Tennyson’s Morte d’Arthur.


It was an explosion that was waiting to happen. Post-war austerity meant that rationing had continued into the 1950s with ‘make do and mend’ remaining the order of the day. The Festival of Britain had been held in 1951 and was intended to inject a spirit of optimism into a jaded nation. Chichester took part, in its provincial way, staging its own celebrations over the months of May to October 1951 and in the programme the mayor, Russell Purchase, describing the times as ‘difficult days’, urged Cicestrians* to participate in the projects and activities that had been arranged. Unfortunately the hope of a prosperous new age was slow in coming and the 1950s are irretrievably tinged with an air of dowdiness.


Youth rebellion was a theme that ran throughout the 1960s, sometimes reflected in almost tribal warfare. The most significant manifestation of this was in the ‘Mods and Rockers’ skirmishes. ‘Mods’ rode motor-scooters and ‘Rockers’ fast motorbikes and each was wedded to different varieties of popular music and clothing. In the summer of 1964 swarms of Mods and Rockers descended upon south coast seaside resorts and engaged in pitched battles in which knives were used. In Sussex, Brighton was particularly affected in this respect but I remember seeing such swarms gathering on the green at Littlehampton one Sunday afternoon that year. The family beat a hasty retreat to the station before any trouble broke out.


[image: images]


1. The cover of the programme for Chichester’s Festival of Britain celebrations. (Author’s collection)


THE POLITICS



In 1960 Harold Macmillan’s Conservative government were in power, headed by a prime minister well remembered for his famous epithet ‘The British people have never had it so good.’ Not everyone shared this view however and, unbeknown to him at the time, ‘Supermac’s’ days were numbered in the land. Within a few years he was to be brought down by a series of scandals involving his government ministers.


The first part of the M1 – Motorway One – from London to Birmingham had opened in November 1959 under the Minister of Transport, Ernest Marples, whose family construction company – Marples Ridgeway – just happened to have built it. In 1961 Marples commissioned the infamous Beeching Report on the future of British Railways; it was published in March 1963 and set out to prune Britain’s rail network from 21,900 route miles to 16,900 and close 2,363 stations.1 The future of transport was seen by the government as being in roads not railways; car ownership was increasing rapidly, offering freedom from a life dictated by bus and railway timetables, and a powerful road lobby was emerging to influence parliamentary decisions in this direction. The brief post-war golden age of rail and coach travel was rapidly coming to an end.


Whilst the Beeching Report was being got ready for the printers, the whole country was plunged into chaos by sub-arctic conditions that maintained a heavy covering of snow from Boxing Day 1962 until March 1963. Even the sea froze, and all this took place in an era when comparatively few had central heating – especially here in provincial Chichester – so the ‘Winter of 1962/3’ became legendary. The wartime spirit was revived to keep the country going.


In 1963 a notorious scandal broke involving John Profumo, the Secretary of State for War, who was exposed as having a steamy affair with a 19-year-old model, Christine Keeler, whose favours were also being sought by the Assistant Soviet Naval Attaché in London. After lying about the affair in the Commons, Profumo resigned in June 1963. The following September Macmillan resigned as prime minister in the face of personal illness and rising public scorn about scandals, and he was replaced by Sir Alec Douglas-Home, whose tenure was to be short-lived; Labour came into power, but with only a small majority, in October 1964 under Harold Wilson, a man who, apart from sharing the same Christian name, was as different from Old Etonian Harold Macmillan as a grammar-school boy could be. The country had felt a need for change – the old order had to go and the first Labour government for thirteen years was elected.2 Meetings between grandees in exclusive London clubs were replaced by beer and sandwiches at No. 10.


In November 1963 the world was shocked by the assassination of American President John F. Kennedy, one of those events so momentous that everyone remembers where they were at the time – I do; I was in bed, aged 14, with pneumonia. The ease with which Kennedy was able to be picked off by a sniper as he rode in an open car ushered in a new age of security consciousness that was to get steadily more rigorous and invasive as the century wore on.


Another general election was called in 1966 under which Labour increased its majority, something that was necessary to ensure that new legislation could be passed. Harold Wilson won the election with a majority of ninety-seven over the Conservatives, led by Edward Heath, and the Liberals under Joe Grimmond. However, the influence of the trades unions grew and strikes over pay and conditions became commonplace; everyone wanted that bit more out of life and Wilson’s social contract – an unofficial agreement with the unions – failed to curb the unrest.


One major plank of the Labour manifesto was the concept of universal comprehensive (i.e. non-selective) secondary education. A few new comprehensive schools had been opened in London under the previous Conservative government as an experiment in doing away with the stigma of failing the Eleven-plus examination, the examination whose passing was necessary to gain a place at a grammar school. Under Labour’s policy all grammar and secondary modern schools would be converted to comprehensives and much progress was to be made with this in the 1970s, resulting in grammar schools becoming a rarity. In West Sussex all grammar schools were to be completely eliminated, but in neighbouring Kent and Surrey many survived.


The year 1968 was marred by civil rights demonstrations in Befast which marked the restart of ‘the Troubles’ and the infamous ‘rivers of blood’ speech made in Birmingham on 20 April by the right-wing Conservative MP Enoch Powell, who advocated an end to immigration in a speech which polarised the nation.3 The following year, 1969, the politically charged ‘space race’ between the USA and Russia saw the first man land on the moon in July; America won the race.


At home Harold Wilson’s policies, which included devaluing the pound in 1967, failed to get the country back on its feet after what he described as ‘thirteen wasted years’ and he was ousted by Edward Heath’s Conservative government in the 1970 general election. Edward Heath had the task of leading the country into the 1970s, which, as it happened, were to prove no less turbulent.


THE CHANGING FACE OF THE TOWNSCAPE



From the early 1960s, in some parts of the country crooked developers were bribing corrupt councillors into condemning areas of quite serviceable Georgian and Victorian housing, after which said developers were permitted to reap the benefit of the sites. Investigations into such suspected practices eventually resulted in the famous trials of two men, the millionaire developer-architect John Poulson and Councillor T. Dan Smith who was the Labour leader of Newcastle City Council between 1960 and 1964. The trials finally took place in 1973 and both men were detained at Her Majesty’s Pleasure having been convicted of corruption.4 Unfortunately massive redevelopment – whether driven by criminal activity or not – had swept across the country throughout the 1960s, changing the face of many towns and cities; even historic Bath, now a World Heritage Site, was badly affected. In larger cities, under the aegis of slum clearance, poorer families were re-housed in faceless tower blocks whose shiny novelty quickly gave rise to unexpected social problems. The London Borough of Croydon was redeveloped into a business centre with a massing of ugly, high-rise office buildings (several by Mr Poulson himself) irretrievably altering its character.


Much 1960s architecture can best be described as tacky, both in construction and appearance, and the wholesale destruction of older buildings that were in the way can only be described as philistinism. The Town and Country Planning Act had come into force in 1947 and buildings deemed to be of historic and architectural importance had begun to be listed in 1950, but neither of these constraints seemed to be allowed get in the way of this ‘progress’. There were lessons to be learned but, unfortunately, they were not to be learned until it was far too late for many places. Chichester, as we shall see, got off comparatively lightly in this respect.*


It is against this backdrop that the history of Chichester in the Swinging Sixties has to be set.


Notes


  *    ‘Cicestrian’ is the term for those who were born and brought up in Chichester.


  *    1964 was the year when destruction was at its height in Chichester, and the effects were indeed dire but could have been much worse – see Chapter Four.


  1    The Reshaping of British Railways produced by the British Railways Board under the chairmanship of Dr Richard Beeching – who had come from the chemical industry. (Published by HMSO, 1963.)


  2    Burke, J., An illustrated History of England (London, HarperCollins, 1985).


  3    Obituary of Enoch Powell, The Daily Telegraph,9 February 1998.


  4    Obituary of T. Dan Smith,The Independent,31 July 1993.




TWO



ROUND AND ABOUT THE TOWN HALL


Throughout the 1960s Chichester was administered by a mayor and Corporation, as it had been since medieval times. Known as ‘Chichester City Council’ (but often shortened to ‘the Corporation’) this body displayed all the civic pride which came with such an ancient foundation, and its elected members, many of them Cicestrians, all lived in the city they sought to serve. This was local government at its most local – and none the worse for that.


[image: images]


2. Civic pride: civic duty. The procession to the cenotaph on Remembrance Day, 1962. The two mayor’s constables, carrying staves, precede the macebearer who escorts the mayor, Cllr John Selsby, who is followed by the mayor’s chaplain and then the members of the council. They are seen in St Pancras passing the end of New Park Road. The building in the background is the former Elizabeth Jonston’s Girls School which by this time had undergone a gender change to become an annexe of the Central Junior Boys’ School in New Park Road. It was demolished in 1966 as was the large shed behind it which was Farr’s Depository. (Chichester City Council)


CHICHESTER CITY COUNCIL



Chichester City Council still exists but, as we shall see, now reduced to parish council status. The Chichester City Council of the 1960s was a very different body, it was responsible for providing virtually all public services within the city boundary – planning, highways, sewerage, refuse collection, water supply*, housing, parks, markets – you name it, the city council did it. It also managed Chichester Harbour and owned Dell Quay. Indeed, Chichester City Council was equivalent – but on a much smaller scale – to one of those ‘unitary authorities’ that have recently been created; current perceived wisdom being that it is probably better to have all functions under one large umbrella rather than several smaller ones – what goes around comes around as they say. The rural area outside the city boundary was administered by Chichester Rural District Council whose offices were at Pallant House, the building that is now Pallant House Gallery.


In the 1960s, membership of the council comprised eighteen elected councillors and six aldermen from whose ranks were chosen the mayor and deputy mayor.1 Councillors were elected by the citizens of Chichester to serve a term of three years and a constant stream of endings-of-terms plus the occasional death and resignation meant that at least one municipal election needed to be held every year from 1959 to 1970 to elect new councillors. The main elections were held on the second Thursday of May, but interim ones would be called if necessary.


Before the Second World War those who stood for election as councillors did so on their own ticket and were not put forward or sponsored by a political party, candidates conducted their own campaigns and stood solely because they wanted to serve their town. However, after the war party politics began to enter local government and in the 1950s Chichester City Council became infected, but some candidates still stood on an independent ticket. However, when the one and only Labour councillor lost his seat, the Conservative members dropped their political labels and re-registered as independents. In the May 1957 campaign the Chichester Observer carried the headline ‘IND. RATEPAYERS ON WARPATH AGAIN’and reported that two candidates would be standing on the Independent Ratepayers ticket, who, if elected, would bring their total numbers to five.


In May 1960 there was a particularly high number of candidates – eleven – for the six vacant seats and the candidates, who include some prominent Chichester names, and the votes they polled were as follows:2








	

(E) William Brookes, civil servant




	

795









	

(E) John M Selsby, electrical engineer




	

707









	

(E) Robert Owen Stewart, Air Ministry employee




	

581









	

(S) William Chiverton, engineer




	

747









	

(S) Reginald Dray, company director




	

344









	

(S) John Sanctuary, machinist




	

478









	

(S) Robert Stephens, tobacconist and confectioner




	

867









	

(W) Alfred Brinsmead, manufacturer’s agent




	

671









	

(W) John Gilbert, bank clerk




	

777









	

(W) Jeremy Goodyer-Pink, soft drink manufacturer




	

614









	

(W) Gordon Douglas, licensed victualler




	

487












Those elected on 12 May 1960 were Messrs Brookes and Selsby to the east ward, Stephens and Chiverton to the south and Gilbert and Brinsmead to the west. It is noticeable that the eleven candidates were all male. J.M. Selsby, the electrical contractor, traded from a shop in Westgate and Robert (Bob) Stephens ran the famous confectionery and tobacconist shop by the entrance to Priory Park, a shop well known to thousands of past Chichester children. Both these men, plus John Gilbert and William Brookes elected at the same time, were to go on to hold the office of Mayor of Chichester, but for John Gilbert this was not to occur until 1971, beyond the era of this account. However, that appointment was to be an historic one as he was the first Roman Catholic Mayor of Chichester since the Reformation*. Until the recommendations of the Second Vatican Council were ratified in 1965, a Catholic mayor would have been impossible since Catholics were forbidden, by their own canon law, from participating in Protestant services; a Catholic mayor would not have been able to attend his own important civic services in the cathedral**.


[image: images]


3. The mayor-making ceremony of 1960 in the Assembly Room with Cllr William Pope receiving the civic insignia. To the left is Eric Banks, the town clerk. The impressive seventeenth-century mace lies on the table. (Chichester City Council)


At this time the city council had reverted to a largely apolitical existence, but that all changed in the election of May 1962.


For the 1962 election the Liberal party put forward a candidate, Mervyn Cutten, a well-respected Cicestrian (and, as it happens, local historian) for the south ward and his campaign leaflet urged voters to ‘put life into local government’ by going Liberal. Cutten topped the polls with 962 votes, the next highest number of votes going to William Pope, whose campaign slogan was ‘Vote for Pope, the Ratepayers’ Hope’, with 674.3 The following year Labour put up a candidate as did the Liberals, and the Liberal was elected. This caused the Chichester Observer to publish its report on the election results under the headline Will Party Politics Come Back Again? :





… for three or four years all has been quiet politically but what will happen now that there are two Liberals? Is there likely to be a revival of the events following election of the first Socialist ten years ago? The Liberals say there will definitely be no party line in the Council Chamber …


… the Chairman of the Conservative Constituency Organisation, Barry Rose, declared that he ‘could not imagine Conservatives standing quietly by and allowing Liberals to obtain control without opposition’.4





At the 1965 municipal election the Liberals held seven seats and the Conservatives again expressed concern, Mr Rose telling the Chichester Observer that the Conservatives would not stand by indefinitely and saying:
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4. Mervyn Cutten’s campaign leaflet for the 1962 city council election in which he sets out his party-political stall. (WSRO)





The problem is that the City will shortly have (if we do not enter the fray) a Liberal-controlled council while we believe the majority of Chichester is, in fact, Conservative minded.5





The rest, as they say, is history. From then on party politics returned to the manifestos, although some continued to stand as ‘Independent Ratepayers’, and from 1970 the political allegiances of council candidates began to be recorded in the minute books. With the benefit of hindsight, one has to wonder whether we might have lost something through the politicisation [sic] of local government. Was it not better when there was no voting along party lines because there were no party lines to toe?


There were only three wards then, east, south and west, and of these west was by far the largest, including as it did Parklands and Summersdale. West Ward was getting larger as a result of expansion in both Parklands and Summersdale, and in May 1965 the Corporation, who had been considering the creation of a fourth (north) ward, decided to defer any such decision for a year6 – which they did every year after that, to the end that creation of the North Ward did not happen until after local government reorganisation in 1974.


Although the election of councillors was by the citizens of Chichester, the election of mayor and his deputy was not; these important offices were elected by councillors themselves. Mayoral elections, followed by the mayor-making ceremony, took place in the last week in May, as they had done since 1947. Mayors were elected to serve a term of one year, but at this period it was usual for them to be re-elected at the end of the first year to serve a second term. Once elected, the mayor nominated his deputy. The holders of these offices through the 1960s were:








	






	

Mayor




	

Deputy









	

1959–61




	

William Pope,




	

George Welch









	

1961–63




	

John Selsby,




	

Harry Ball









	

1963–65




	

William Brookes,




	

Alfred Brinsmead









	

1965–67




	

Harry Bell,




	

Samuel Watson









	

1967–69




	

Robert Stephens,




	

David Thomas









	

1969




	

Samuel Watson




	

James Seddon









	

1970




	

Thomas Siggs




	

Arthur Ingram












The mayor’s salary – or ‘remuneration’ as it was called – was £700 per annum in 1964 increasing to £800 in 1967 and £850 in 1970. Some senior councillors were elected from within as aldermen, and there were typically up to six of these, three of whom would be appointed as returning officers. Aldermen could not hold a council seat and so, on such elevation, further municipal elections had to be held to elect a replacement councillor.7 It seems to have been customary for ex mayors to be put forward as aldermen but this was not always the case and, as they were only elected for six years, it was not seen as a life peerage. The elections for aldermen took place at the same time as the mayoral election*, as did the appointment of one councillor to the office of bailiff.
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5. Cllr Harry Bell being made Mayor of Chichester in May 1965, here signing the declaration of acceptance under the watchful eye of Eric Banks, the town clerk dressed in his wig and bands. Harry Bell served as mayor for two years at the end of which, in 1967, he was elected an alderman. (Chichester City Council)


As has been mentioned, civic pride in Chichester ran – and indeed still runs – very deep, and many great Chichester families served the city they loved in many ways, including as councillors. One such was Bassil Shippam (the singular spelling of whose name alone commands attention) who in March 1962 was awarded the Freedom of Chichester ‘in recognition of his services to the City’ and he was presented with a pair of Georgian silver candlesticks.


In May 1963 one of the most revered of all members of Chichester City Council died. That man was Alderman Thomas Jesse Eastland. Thomas Eastland, always known by his second name Jesse, kept the Wheatsheaf in Oving Road with his wife, Alice. He had been a railwayman, but serious injuries sustained in a shunting accident had forced a career change and he entered the licensed trade. He was a man of strong socialist principles but when local government became politicised he refused to allow his views to affect his civic life and always stood as an independent.8 The minutes of the council meeting of 22 May contain a lengthy tribute to the man who was first elected to Chichester City Council in 1932, becoming an alderman in November 1939 and mayor in 1947. In addition to his civic duties, Jesse Eastland was a magistrate, the founder of Chichester Trades Council, vice president of Chichester Amateur Athletics Club, vice chairman of Chichester Licensed Victuallers’ Association and chairman of the Chichester and District Allotment Society. He was awarded the MBE for services as vice chairman of the West Sussex Employment Committee and was given the Freedom of the City in 1959.9


On the day of his funeral the full council processed in solemn state to Southgate Methodist Church with the mayoral mace draped in black crepe.10


In an election in July 1963 three candidates were put forward for election as alderman to replace Jesse Eastland, namely William Brookes, Maurice Evans and J.M. Selsby. Selsby was elected to serve until May 1964 (i.e. the next mayoral election) and so in October there was a municipal election to find a new East Ward councillor to replace him, won by William Brookes. Electioneering then was incessant.


ENTER THE FAIR SEX



As we have seen, Chichester City Council was predominantly male in its make up but Alice Eastland, wife of Jesse, managed to buck the trend back in 1925 when she was elected as the first female councillor. Against the odds she went on to become the first female Mayor of Chichester in 1953, progressing – naturally – to become the first female alderman in 1961, from which office she retired in May 1967. She had been joined in the 1930s by Miss Jessie Younghusband but their career paths were not to be followed by other women until the 1960s when, possibly inspired by the equal rights movement, more stood for election. In 1960 Mrs Macadam features in the list and in July 1964 Kathleen Smith was elected in place of William Pope who had been made an alderman. Kathleen Smith would, in due course, go on to became mayor. When Councillor Alfred Brinsmead died in October 1964 his wife Gladys was elected in his place, bringing the number of lady councillors to four. In January 1969 Councillor Richard Butler died and his wife, Elsie, was elected in his place, becoming the fifth female councillor. Interestingly in the role calls of attendees in the minute book the ladies are always designated ‘Cllr Mrs …’.11 In the decades to come women were, of course, to play an increasing role in both local and national government.
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