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Conversations


This week, the


Woodcarving Illustrated


team has been stealing down to the


workshop between editing sessions to carve


up some hearts. If this sounds painful—and,


we assure you, it isn’t—you can thank Gerard


Canavan; his adorably grumpy Valentine monster (page 83)


inspired us to add a spinoff project to this issue featuring


conversation hearts with bitter/sweet messages (page 87).


What can we say? The art of carving is a conversation, of sorts: when


we see something we like, we want to respond, add some of our own


flair to the mix, and keep the dialogue going.


The projects in this issue will help you do just that. If Bruce


Ankeny’s bucktoothed bird project made you grin, try adding


humanesque features to other carvings, too (page 41). Once you’ve


cracked open a few golf balls for Sara Barraclough’s cheerful one-knife


caricature on page 37, turn the spares into something different and


uniquely yours (a dragon in its nest? an eyeball?). Or, if you enjoyed


Mary May’s beginner-friendly relief carved moon (page 32), don’t stop


there; you can use the same techniques to make a sun or planet to go


along with it.


For something a little more challenging, why not tackle our cover


project by


WCI


newcomer Kevin Applegate (page 25)? You can cut a


second blank and watch as other characters emerge from the shape.


Make Myron Compton’s advanced farmer project on page 79 and use


his hat carving technique to thin down areas in other carvings, from


earlobes to dress hems. If you prefer something a little more serene,


Dan Caplinger’s swimming koi fish are just the ticket (page 68); soon


you’ll be sticking neodymium magnets and resin to all your carvings.


Every project you try is like meeting an interesting stranger on the bus:


put down the headphones, talk with them, and you might just thank


yourself later.


When you


do


take on one of the projects in this issue, write in to


tell us about it! Whether you’ve added acrylic accents to a relief carving


or turned a frog into a crocodile (page 6), we love seeing the ways you


converse with these articles—and then send us letters to keep the


conversation going even further.


Until then, we’ll be down in the shop,


gouging out some “letters” of our own.


Happy carving!


Kaylee Schofield, Editor


schofield@foxchapelpublishing.com
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letters


to the editor


Around the World in Five Gnomes


I recently purchased Nikki Reese’s booklet,


Carve


a World of Gnomes,


and was inspired to carve my


own set. I used a combination of power carving


and hand carving techniques. I’m still new to


the process, and everyone tells me to just keep


carving, so that’s what I intend to do. I really enjoy


seeing a piece of wood take on a life of its own. It’s


a beautiful thing. 


 


Andrew Costa


Gardner, Mass.


One-Knife Wonder


This little gnome home (based on


Nikki Reese’s design in issue #96)


was inspired by a family trip to a


lake house. I’ve always enjoyed lake


house architecture, and when I was


sitting on the dock looking across the


water, one with an A-frame design


and beautiful glass windows grabbed


my attention. Those windows popped


into my head while I was carving later


that day. I made the majority of this


house with my Gerber


®


EAB knife.


My younger sister painted it.


Chuck Font


Tampa, Fla.


A Well-Traveled Gnome


I designed this little gnome,


who I named Liam, and


made him out of basswood. I


worked on him while passing


through Wyoming on an


extended road trip. I wanted


to become more active in the


online community by posting


my carvings on social media.


Liam was my big debut!


Kyle Phifer


Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.


Hang Ten


My rendition of Bob Hershey’s


“Fearless Freddie” from the


summer issue (#95) was born


from my love of caricatures


and my interest in making each


carving my own. The more I


looked at Freddie, the more I saw


a crocodile—especially with that


bite taken out of the surfboard!


This was a fun and challenging


project, and provided endless


possibilities for finish. Thanks


for the inspiration, Bob.


Jack Proseilo


West Kelowna, Canada


letters


to the editor


Stop and Smell


the Flowers


I decided to make Lucy


Fox’s “Flower Garland


in Mahogany” after


seeing it in the spring


issue (#94). I made


some alterations to


her pattern and carved


my garland out of


basswood. I finished


the piece with


acrylic paints, and


then sprayed on clear


acrylic to seal it.


Ed Saunders


Jacksonville, Fla.


SPRING 2022


My rendition of Bob Hershey’s


and my interest in making each


looked at Freddie, the more I saw


a crocodile—especially with that


bite taken out of the surfboard!


This was a fun and challenging


possibilities for finish. Thanks


Jack Proseilo


West Kelowna, Canada


I decided to make Lucy


Fox’s “Flower Garland


in Mahogany” after


seeing it in the spring


issue (#94). I made


some alterations to


her pattern and carved


my garland out of


basswood. I finished


the piece with


acrylic paints, and


then sprayed on clear


acrylic to seal it.


to the editor


to the editor


to the editor


To give Nikki’s designs a try, check out her booklet


.


Carve a World of Gnomes


by Nikki Reese


Item 01777. Available for $9.99 + S&H


(parcel post) from Fox Chapel


Publishing, 800-457-9112,



FoxChapelPublishing.com,


or your local retailer.
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info@razertip.com
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Eskimo Curlew


by Cam Merkle


Oil on Tupelo and Brass


Enjoy a pyrography workspace that is fresh and clear
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Follow us
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Find the


Fox Hunt


winners


on Page 21!


Note from the Editor:


We love hearing about


the carvings that readers like you are creating! If


you tried your hand at one of our projects, or put


your own spin on an existing design, send us an


email at editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com.


Please include high-res photos and a brief


description of the piece.


coming


features


Cock-a-Doodle-Doo


When I saw Larry Green’s


“Mr. Chanticleer the Rooster”


project in issue #96, I was


immediately drawn to the colors.


I would never have thought to


paint a rooster bright green, but


it totally works. The pattern was


easy to transfer to my basswood


board and the carving was a lot of


fun (especially those tail feathers).


Thanks for the great pattern


and project!


David Young


Holt, Mich.


Look for these


projects in an


upcoming issue!


description of the piece.


the more


you know


If you’re looking for a specific article in an issue that is


currently out of print, you can contact our customer service


department (customerservice@foxchapelpublishing.com)


and purchase a pdf for a small fee.


First Rodeo


Mark Akers’ “Butch the


Shelf-Sitter” project


from issue #94 was my


first caricature carving.


I added four lead-filled


9mm casings in the back


of the carving to help


balance the weight. It was


a challenging project, and


one that has me looking


forward to tackling more


from your magazine.


Janice Polletta


Tehachapi, Calif.


you know


9mm casings in the back


balance the weight. It was


a challenging project, and


forward to tackling more


Janice Polletta


Tehachapi, Calif.


Sam Spade


meets Tom


Thumb in this


miniature


sleuth.


This sweet beached whale is


soaking up some rays!


features


upcoming issue!


Classic tourist


caricature is a


study in


the drama


of vacation


travel.
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Share Your Latest Work!


Send a slide, professional print, or digital image (300 dpi minimum)


with 100 words about you and your piece. Include your hometown,


the name of the pattern maker, and a list of wood and materials used.


Send to Artists to Watch,


Woodcarving Illustrated


, 903 Square Street,


Mount Joy, PA 17552 or email editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com.


Christine Smith


Murphy, N.C.


Christine Smith has harbored


a lifelong fascination with


plants, animals, and the great


outdoors—and their forms often


show up in her work. The large


number of red foxes in her area


inspired this project,


Foxy Box.


Christine turned fallen cherry


wood on a lathe, and then added


relief carved elements to make


the keepsake. “I find this type


of woodworking especially


attractive because I can combine
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