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    “What did you think, that joy was some slight thing?”


    – Mark Doty 'Visitation'’

  


  Puppets


  
    The puppets are in love


    and so are the puppeteers.

  


  
    You can spot this easily in puppets,


    in the clumsy grace with which

  


  
    one removes his hat, bows


    for the happiness of an audience.

  


  
    The stitched on smile is no less


    sincere: he’s in love with the rag

  


  
    of a girl dancing to the music box,


    twirling as she does each night,

  


  
    bead eyes reflecting the light


    of love. But look more closely

  


  
    at the puppeteers, for the true art


    lies in them: their hand-gestures,

  


  
    that look that says:


    I’m yours if you’ll have me


     


    I’ll take off my hat as you dance


    to the music box, I’ll smile


     


    my stupid stitched on smile


    as light reflects your dilated eyes.

  


  
    Love everywhere, and so much of it;


    so much you can hardly see the strings.

  


  


  Self-Portrait with The Dead


  
    A call last night from your country code


    while I was lying in bed.

  


  
    I saw it flash – the screen of the phone


    turned blue – though instead

  


  
    of answering, I let it go on.


    The last I’d heard you’d left that place.

  


  
    The last I’d heard you’d stepped


    off a platform in rush-hour Shinjuku

  


  
    yet here you were: unabashed, brazen: you –


    knowing full well I’d be listening,

  


  
    the phone buzzing its way towards my head.


    I left it ringing. I left it to go
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