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Fan (film)






Fan is a 2016 Indian psychological thriller film[4][5] directed by Maneesh Sharma and featuring Shah Rukh Khan in the lead role.[6][7] The film is produced by Aditya Chopra under the banner of Yash Raj Films, and tells the story of an obsessive fan of a star who looks just like the star.[8] The soundtrack album and original score are composed by Vishal–Shekhar[image: External link] and Andrea Guerra respectively.[9] The film was released on 15 April 2016. Made on a budget of ₹850 million,[3] the film collected ₹792.5 million in India[10] and ₹613.5 million from overseas territories.[11] The film was declared a blockbuster by Box office India.



TOP
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 Plot




Gaurav Chandana (Shah Rukh Khan) is a Delhi-based die-hard and obsessive fan of Bollywood superstar Aryan Khanna (also Shah Rukh Khan); Aryan is Gaurav's whole life. Gaurav's face bears an uncanny similarity to Aryan's, which helps him win the local talent show competition impersonating Aryan. He then embarks on a journey to meet Aryan in person. Gaurav travels by train to Mumbai without a ticket.

When Sid Kapoor (Taher Shabbir Mithaiwala), a fellow actor, expresses harsh sentiments about Aryan to the press, Gaurav gets furious and invades Sid's cabin. He holds him hostage, beats him, and makes him apologise to Aryan while he records it. The video is uploaded to the internet, where Aryan sees it. He considers Gaurav's actions a crime and gets Gaurav arrested. In jail, Gaurav is mercilessly beaten, and Aryan comes to meet him. Gaurav is delighted, but Aryan angrily reprimands him and declares that Gaurav is not his fan. He reveals that he was the one who got Gaurav arrested, and tells him to forget they ever met. Shattered and disillusioned, Gaurav returns home and burns all of his Aryan memorabilia, vowing to get revenge against Aryan for turning his fan away.

One year later in London[image: External link], Gaurav heads to Madame Tussauds wax museum, impersonating Aryan and purposely creating a havoc situation in which he triggers the police. The real Aryan is then arrested despite declaring that he is innocent. Aryan is bailed out and departs to Dubrovnik[image: External link] for a show. He gets a call from Gaurav, who warns him to apologise or he will destroy Aryan's stardom. Gaurav disguises himself as a crew-member to get into Aryan's show; though Aryan instructs his personnel to look out for him, they fail to catch him.

Aryan is next scheduled to perform at a billionaire’s wedding. Gaurav poses as Aryan and molests the billionaire's daughter. The billionaire berates the real Aryan and makes him leave the event. Outside, Aryan spots Gaurav and gives chase, though Gaurav escapes. The molestation incident gets all over the news, resulting in a tarnished reputation and fans boycotting Aryan's shows. In a press conference, Aryan explains that someone else is impersonating him and asks for time so he can prove his innocence.

Back in India, Gaurav invades Aryan’s home and vandalises his trophy collection. Aryan visits Gaurav's parents and meets Neha, Gaurav's crush. He then devises a plan to impersonate Gaurav and declare his love to Neha at the local talent show. This provokes Gaurav, who shoots at Aryan with a gun. Aryan chases him and subdues Gaurav after a bloody fight. He asks Gaurav to stop this and live his own life. Gaurav says that his life is nothing without Aryan and flings himself off the roof, dying with a smile. A horrified Aryan watches him fall.

Aryan’s name is cleared from all the controversies, but the ordeal still haunts him. On his next birthday, when he goes out to the roof to greet his fans, Aryan sees a hallucination of Gaurav smiling up at him.
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 Cast





	
Shah Rukh Khan as Aryan Khanna / Gaurav Chandna (dual role)

	
Waluscha de Sousa[12][13] as Bela Khanna

	
Sayani Gupta[14] as Sunaina, Aryan's secretary

	
Shriya Pilgaonkar[15] as Neha

	
Deepika Amin as Gaurav's mother

	
Yogendra Tiku[image: External link] as Gaurav's father

	
Taher Shabbir Mithaiwala as Sid Kapoor

	Parveen Kaur

	Chandru Bhojwani as Raj

	
Indraneel Bhattacharya as Akhtar
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On 16 December 2013, Yash Raj Films announced the project with Shah Rukh Khan as the main lead and Maneesh Sharma as the director.[16] On 25 March 2014, it was announced that Greg Cannom is going to develop the look of Khan in the film.[17] Khan underwent 3D scanning for his look as a young boy.[18] Though it had at one time been reported that Khan was scheduled to play a 17-year-old boy in the film,[19] Khan later denied the claim.[20]
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 Filming




Principal photography of the film began in July 2014.[21] The film was shot in Mumbai, Croatia, London and Delhi.[22] The film is the first ever to be shot at the Madame Tussauds in London.[23] On 7 August 2015, it was announced that the filming of the project was completed.[24][25]
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 Release




Fan was scheduled to release in early 2015, but owing to the injuries sustained by Khan during the filming of Happy New Year, the film's release date was postponed to 14 August 2015.[8][26] The post-production work involving complex visual effects pushed the release of Fan once again to early 2016.[27]

After several delays, the film released on 15 April 2016[28] in 3500 screens in India and around 1100 screens abroad.[29] It was produced on a budget of ₹850 million (US$13 million) and an additional ₹200 million (US$3.1 million) was spent on publicity, for a combined cost of approximately ₹1.05 billion (US$16 million).[30] The studio recouped part of their investment before release by selling the satellite rights to Sony Pictures Networks at around ₹450 million (US$7.0 million).[31]
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 Marketing




The logo of the film, the first of its kind with a collage of pictures of Khan's real fans, was released on 23 October 2015.[32] The makers released a 2-minute teaser for the film on Shah Rukh Khan's birthday on 2 November 2015.[33] This was followed by the music video of the song "Jabra Fan", released on 16 February 2016 for promotional purposes and not featured in the film.[34] The official trailer of Fan was released on 29 February 2016 to a tremendous response initially as it was watched 4 million times on the Internet in the first 24 hours. The 3-minute video later garnered over 20 million views on YouTube with more than 170K likes, record for a Bollywood film.[35]
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 Music




The music for Fan is composed by Vishal-Shekhar[image: External link] with lyrics written by Varun Grover[image: External link] and original score composed by Andrea Guerra. The first song "Jabra Fan (Hindi)", was released on 16 February 2016.[36] The full soundtrack album was released on 28 March 2016 which included 13 tracks (which included 12 song tracks and 1 theme track), all of which were different versions of the song "Jabra Fan (Hindi)". The song was in 9 different prominent Indian languages sung by regional singers, 2 foreign languages sung by foreign singers and 1 mashup (remix of all 11 tracks) version.[37][38][39]



	No.
	Title
	Lyrics
	Music
	Singer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Jabra Fan (Hindi)"
	Varun Grover[image: External link]
	Vishal-Shekhar[image: External link]
	Nakash Aziz[image: External link]
	03:45



	2.
	"Ghaint Fan (Punjabi)"
	Shailender Sodhi
	 
	Harbhajan Mann
	03:45



	3.
	"Byapok Fan (Bengali)"
	Priyo Chattopadhyay
	 
	Anupam Roy
	03:45



	4.
	"Jabardast Fan (Bhojpuri)"
	Ranju Sinha
	 
	Manoj Tiwari
	03:45



	5.
	"Jabro Fan (Gujarati)"
	Roshan Thakar
	 
	Arvind Vegda
	03:45



	6.
	"Jabraa Fan (Marathi)"
	Guru Thakur
	 
	Avadhoot Gupte[image: External link]
	03:45



	7.
	"Takkara Fan (Tamil)"
	B. Vijay
	 
	Nakash Aziz[image: External link]
	03:45



	8.
	"Veera Fan ( Telugu[image: External link])"
	Chaitanya Prasad
	 
	Nakash Aziz[image: External link]
	03:45



	9.
	"Jabar Fan (Odia)"
	Varun Grover[image: External link]
	 
	Biebhukishore
	03:45



	10.
	"Jabara Fan (Arabic)"
	Varun Grover[image: External link]
	 
	Abd El Fattah Grini
	03:45



	11.
	"Lokuma Fan (Sinhala)"
	Manuranga Wijesekera
	 
	Infaas Nooruddin
	03:45



	12.
	"Fan Anthem (11 Languages - Mashup)"
	YRF Music Ft Various Artists
	 
	YRF Music Ft Various Artists
	03:05



	13.
	"Fan Theme (Official Trailer Music)"
	 
	Andrea Guerra
	Instrumental
	02:40



	Total length:
	28:53
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 Critical reception




Fan has received generally positive reviews from critics. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has a rating of 82%, based on 11 reviews, with an average rating of 6.8/10.[40] Raja Sen from Rediff.com gave the film 4.5 out of 5 stars and called Fan a brilliant film with Shah Rukh Khan at his best.[41] Zee News also awarded the film 4.5 stars, saying "The movie encapsulates the fandom which SRK as a star enjoys and why his fans must watch this to understand how he achieved what he did."[42] The Times of India rated the film 4 out of 5 and commented, "Fan is Shah Rukh Khan's triumph all the way. He pulls off a terrifically dramatic double act, altering his look, feel and intensity, but as Gaurav, Shah Rukh makes you forget everything – except feeling scared."[43] Mid Day also saw the film worthy of 4/5 and reviewed, "Right from the beginning of this thriller, which undoubtedly boasts of one, oops, two of his best performances, it is evident why Shah Rukh Khan is needed for a film of this sort, and why only someone in his position and with his caliber could do it too."[44] Taran Adarsh from Bollywood Hungama gave the film 3.5 stars out of 5 and opined, "On the whole, FAN has a brilliant first half, but loses track in the second hour, only to pick up again towards the pre-climax. The writing should've been tighter, but what works is the terrific act by SRK as the fan.".[45]

The Hindu called the film Khan's return to form and said, "SRK couldn't have found a better vehicle than Fan, both as an actor and as a celebration of the highs and the lows of his own stardom. A stardom whose enormity he'd himself find difficult to wrap around his head."[46] The Indian Express also gave the film 3.5 out of 5 stars and stated, "Fan is a triumph. Shah Rukh Khan is played to all his strengths, and he plays it just right, gliding in and out of the star and the fan, creating distinct identities and outlines in one scene, and blurring the lines just so in the next."[47] India Today gave the film 3.5 stars as well and commented, "Maneesh Sharma and Shah Rukh Khan hand-deliver the mindscape – of both the fan and the star – on screen. And brilliantly."[48] Hindustan Times also rated it 3.5 out of 5 and went on to say, "Though Fan is irrational at times, it keeps the adrenaline pumping all 143-minutes of the movie. Also, the idea of keeping it a song-less film works because that keeps the overdramatic tone from seeping in."[49] NDTV Movies gave the film 3 stars on 5 and opined, "Fan works for the most part because it has the fabulous SRK act as a 'young' star-struck boy. His energetic performance is worth the price of the ticket – if not more."[50]
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Maneesh Sharma





Maneesh Sharma is an Indian[image: External link] film director, screenwriter and producer. He made his debut with the sleeper hit Band Baaja Baaraat (2010) which won him the Filmfare Award for Best Debut Director[image: External link]. He garnered more success with the 2013 comedy-drama Shuddh Desi Romance and the 2016 thriller Fan. He also produced the 2015 drama Dum Laga Ke Haisha which won him the National Film Award for Best Feature Film in Hindi[image: External link].
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 Early life and education




Born and raised in Delhi, where he lived in various parts of the city, including Pitam Pura[image: External link]. Maneesh did his schooling at Delhi Public School, R K Puram[image: External link]. Then he received a degree in English literature from Hans Raj College[image: External link], Delhi University[image: External link]. At college, he was involved in the theatre society and shot his debut film in 2010 there. After his graduation he moved to California to study filmmaking at CalArts[image: External link].[1][2] Before moving to Mumbai, he was also involved in theatre in Delhi and was a dancer in a local musical troupe.[3]
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 Career




While studying filmmaking at CalArts[image: External link], Maneesh worked as an associate director on Trona (2004), an English-German student film shot in Los Angeles.[3]

Two months after his return from the US, he got a break and started his Bollywood career as an associate director and an assistant director[image: External link] on a number of Yash Raj Films productions such as Fanaa, Aaja Nachle and Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi, before making his feature directing debut with Band Baaja Baaraat (English title: Bands Horns and Revelry), based on a story written by himself, which was released on 10 December 2010.[4][5][6] The film starred newcomer Ranveer Singh[image: External link] and Anushka Sharma[image: External link] in the lead roles, and was produced by Aditya Chopra under the Yash Raj Films banner. Sharma's first outing as a director garnered him India's prestigious Filmfare Award[image: External link] in the Best Debut Director category.

His next film, Ladies vs Ricky Bahl, was produced by Aditya Chopra and released on 9 December 2011. The critically acclaimed film starred Ranveer Singh and Anushka Sharma, who were also in Sharma's first film.[7] Sharma's third film, Shuddh Desi Romance (English title: A Purely Desi Romance), released on 6 September 2013, and starred Sushant Singh Rajput[image: External link], Parineeti Chopra[image: External link], and newcomer Vaani Kapoor[image: External link] in the lead roles. The film was screened in the Gala Presentation section of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link].[8][9][10]

Maneesh Sharma's fourth film is Dum Laga Ke Haisha under the YRF Banner. Yash Raj Films has always had either Yash Chopra or Aditya Chopra produce movies under the banner, but Sharma is first independent producer. The film is directed by Sharat Katariya[image: External link], and stars Ayushmann Khurrana[image: External link].[11] His next directorial venture is movie Fan, with lead star Shah Rukh Khan.[12] Sharma's second production is Akshay Roy's debut film Meri Pyaari Bindu starring Parineeti Chopra and Ayushmann Khurrana.
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 Filmography






	Year
	Title
	Director
	Assistant Director
	Producer
	Story Writer



	2006
	Fanaa
	
	Yes
	
	



	2007
	Aaja Nachle
	
	Yes
	
	



	2008
	Drona[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	



	2010
	Band Baaja Baaraat
	Yes
	
	
	Yes



	2011
	Ladies vs Ricky Bahl
	Yes
	
	
	



	2013
	Shuddh Desi Romance
	Yes
	
	
	



	2015
	Dum Laga Ke Haisha
	
	
	Yes
	



	2016
	Fan
	Yes
	
	
	Yes



	2017
	Meri Pyaari Bindu
	
	
	Yes
	Yes



	2017
	Hichki
	
	
	Yes
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 Awards





	
National Film Awards[image: External link]

	
2015[image: External link]: Best Feature Film in Hindi[image: External link] - Dum Laga Ke Haisha






	
Filmfare Award[image: External link]

	
2010[image: External link]: Best Debut Director[image: External link] - Band Baaja Baaraat[13]


	2010: Best Director[image: External link] - Band Baaja Baaraat (Nominated)[14]
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Aditya Chopra






Aditya Chopra (born 21 May 1971) is an Indian film director[image: External link], producer[image: External link], screenwriter[image: External link], broadcast producer[image: External link] and distributor[image: External link].[5] His work as a director includes Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge (1995), Mohabbatein (2000), Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi (2008) and Befikre (2016).[6][7]

He is also the current chairman of India's multi-national film, media and entertainment conglomerate, Yash Raj Films (YRF). Chopra has written and produced a number of critically acclaimed and commercially successful films under the banner like Veer-Zaara (2004), Fanaa (2006), Band Baaja Baaraat (2010), Ek Tha Tiger (2012), Jab Tak Hai Jaan (2012), The Dhoom Trilogy[image: External link] (2004, 2006 & 2013) and Sultan (2016). He has tried to break away from typecast[image: External link] and forayed into production of off-beat films[image: External link] in projects like Kabul Express (2006), Chak De! India (2007), Rocket Singh (2009), Dum Laga Ke Haisha (2015) and Fan (2016), that do not necessarily fit into the realms of Masala films[image: External link]. Chopra is also the first Indian film producer to move towards a true film studio[image: External link] model through independent projects[image: External link] helmed by producers, writers and directors under his YRF banner.[8] Major production[image: External link] and post-production[image: External link] work of the company is now carried out of YRF Studios[image: External link], (co-founded by his ex-wife Payal Khanna and Yash Chopra) where Chopra serves as Chief Executive[image: External link].[9] As of July 2016, he has produced eight films that have accumulated worldwide gross earnings of more than INR 200 crore[image: External link][10] (which is the most for an Indian film producer).

Apart from emerging as an equitable brand, his company has earned the status of a movie mogul[image: External link] in Indian entertainment[image: External link]. His company is often credited for breaking away from the small business[image: External link] model that was historically used by the Indian film industry[image: External link] and introducing a rigid hub and spoke[image: External link] model by establishing distribution[image: External link] networks across the globe. With a majority of his work being part of the highest grossing Indian films of all time[image: External link], the company is estimated to be net worth of ₹6,200 crore (US$960 million)[11] (as of second quarter of Fiscal[image: External link] 2015) by multiple NSE[image: External link] and BSE[image: External link] analysts, thereby making it the biggest and most successful film production company in the history of Indian cinema[image: External link].[12] The Directorate of Film Festivals[image: External link] has awarded him the National Award[image: External link] for his contribution to Indian Cinema, on three separate years (1995, 2005, 2007) through the Government of India[image: External link].[3] Widely regarded as one of the most influential and powerful Executive's in Indian films[image: External link], Chopra has however remained extremely media-shy, battling constant reports of an alleged dysthymic disorder[image: External link] throughout his three-decade career.[13]



TOP
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 Personal life




Chopra, the elder son of the late filmmaker Yash Chopra and Pamela Chopra[image: External link], was born on 21 May 1971. He completed his formal education and acquired his Indian Certificate of Secondary Education[image: External link] from Bombay Scottish School[image: External link]. He graduated from Hassaram Rijhumal College of Commerce and Economics[image: External link] along with Anil Thadani, Karan Johar and Abhishek Kapoor.[14] He was married to Payal Khanna, until their divorce in 2009. On, 21 April 2014, he married actress Rani Mukerji[image: External link] in a private wedding ceremony in Italy[image: External link].[15] In December 2015, Rani gave birth to their daughter Adira Chopra[16]
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 Career




Chopra started his film making career at the age of 18 as an assistant director, working with his father on films like Chandni (1989), Lamhe (1991) and Darr (1993). He also wrote his first screenplays for his father's Parampara[image: External link] (1992) and his mother's independently produced film Aaina (1993) which was the only film not directed by his father that he served as an assistant director on. Chopra, after gaining a respectable amount of experience, started independently at the age of 23 with the all-time blockbuster Dilwale Dulhaniya Le Jayenge[image: External link] with Shahrukh Khan and Kajol[image: External link] for which he was the director and writer. The film was scripted by Chopra and produced by his father Yash Chopra, under the Yash Raj Films banner. Chopra started work on the script of the film in 1990, at the age of 19, and gradually spent time making about five drafts of the film's original script. Chopra even managed to convince his brother Uday Chopra[image: External link] and Karan Johar, both aspiring film makers, to enter the film industry as assistant director's along with the film. Chopra once said that the presence of his relatives during the making of the film worked as a huge emotional support. Dilwale Dulhaniya Le Jayenge eventually went on to become one of the biggest hits of all time[17] and won the National Film Award for Best Popular Film Providing Wholesome Entertainment[image: External link].[18]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Yash Raj Films




Chopra eventually went on to write the dialogues and the story of his father's 1997 blockbuster Dil To Pagal Hai (which won the National Award[image: External link]), also made under Yash Raj Films. His next film as a director was Mohabbatein with Amitabh Bachchan[image: External link] and Shahrukh Khan which gave the yester year star a new life in his film career and also launched his brother Uday Chopra into the film industry. The film was also written and co-produced by Chopra and fared very well at the box office. The next film under the Yash Raj Films banner was Mere Yaar Ki Shaadi Hai, in 2002 and also starred his brother Uday. The film did moderately well at the box office.[19]
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 2004 break-through




In 2004, Chopra produced Hum Tum, Dhoom and Veer Zaara[image: External link] (for which he was also the screenwriter) under the YRF banner. All three films went on to become critical and commercial blockbusters, earning more than ₹199 crore (US$31 million)[20] (unadjusted for inflation) in the worldwide market. The films became the seventh[image: External link], fourth[image: External link] and highest-grossing Indian films[image: External link] of 2004. The company won most of the Indian film awards in the year, with Veer Zaara also winning the National Award[image: External link]. This was considered a major break-through for this film producing company and cemented its position as the leader of Indian Entertainment[image: External link] for the following decades which runs till now.

Chopra then produced and wrote several other highly commercial and critically acclaimed films over the years, namely Bunty Aur Babli, Salaam Namaste, Fanaa, Dhoom 2 and Chak De India[image: External link] (which also won the National Award[image: External link]). Chopra also made his third film as a director in 2008 with Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi starring Shahrukh Khan and launching newcomer Anushka Sharma[image: External link]. The film became the highest-grossing film for Shahrukh Khan and Yash Raj Films at that time, grossing ₹172 crore (US$27 million)[21] in the worldwide market. These films established Yash Raj Films as the most powerful film production company in the history of Indian cinema, Aditya Chopra is an estimated net worth of ₹6,200 crore (US$960 million)[11] (trade and stock market estimate) and making Chopra one of the most influential people in the country.

YRF launched a number of budding screenwriters and directors under their banner throughout these years. Directors and screenwriters such as Karan Johar[image: External link] (his Kuch Kuch Hota Hai[image: External link] was co-produced and released by Yash Raj Film Distributors), Kunal Kohli, Kabir Khan, Sanjay Gadhvi, Jaideep Sahni[image: External link], Siddharth Anand, Shimit Amin, Habib Faisal, Shaad Ali, Maneesh Sharma and Vijay Acharya debuted under Yash Raj Films and have gone on to become independent entities in films. The company also produced films for filmmakers such as Anil Mehta[image: External link] and Pradeep Sarkar under their banner. Yash Raj Films was eventually ranked at Number 1 (among the most successful film production companies in India) in a survey conducted by Filmfare[image: External link] and at Number 27 (among the most successful film production companies in the world) in a survey by The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link], both under the vice-chairmanship of Chopra.[22]
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 YRF Studios




On realising the lack of a proper film shooting studio during their years of film making, YRF gradually went on build their dream film production studio in the year 2005, located in Mumbai city. The first film to be shot in YRF Studios was the company's 2006 critical and commercial blockbuster, Fanaa. Some of the notable films of outside banners that were shot in the studio over the years are; Kabhi Alvida Naa Kehna[image: External link] (2006), Partner[image: External link] (2007), Taare Zameen Par[image: External link] (2007), Dostana[image: External link] (2008), Wanted[image: External link] (2009), 3 Idiots[image: External link] (2009), My Name Is Khan[image: External link] (2010), Dabangg[image: External link] (2010), Bodyguard[image: External link] (2011), Ra.One[image: External link] (2011), Agneepath[image: External link] (2012), Chennai Express[image: External link] (2013), Jai Ho[image: External link] (2014) and P.K.[image: External link] (2014). The studio was created and designed by Chopra and his then wife, Payal Khanna and is equipped with high technology film shooting equipment and goods. The studio sprawling over 20 acres (81,000 m2) and towering up to six floors is used to shoot films for the company and is also rented for other film makers and television shoots like 10 Ka Dum and Kaun Banega Crorepati for Sony[image: External link] and Kya Aap Paanchvi Pass Se Tez Hain, Koffee With Karan[image: External link] and Satyamev Jayate for STAR[image: External link].[23]
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 YRF Home Entertainment




Apart from film production, Chopra's Yash Raj Films also distributed (theatrical, home entertainment and satellite) and canvassed a wide variety of Independent films[image: External link] that came out of the Parallel Cinema[image: External link] industry of India[image: External link] like Godmother[image: External link] (1999), Zubeidaa[image: External link] (2001), Maqbool[image: External link] (2004), Meenaxi: A Tale of Three Cities[image: External link] (2004), Black (2005), My Brother Nikhil[image: External link] (2005), Mangal Pandey: The Rising[image: External link] (2005) and Maine Gandhi Ko Nahin Mara[image: External link] (2005) that helped them leverage against a powerful film production house such as his and thereby reach a wider audience on their release. Yash Raj Film Distributors also released several big-budgeted films such as Kuch Kuch Hota Hai[image: External link] (1998), Biwi No.1[image: External link] (1999), Kaho Naa Pyaar Hai[image: External link] (2000), Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham[image: External link] (2001), Koi Mil Gaya[image: External link] (2003), Kal Ho Naa Ho[image: External link] (2003), Krrish[image: External link] (2006) and Kabhi Alvida Naa Kehna[image: External link] (2006). In 2013, the company's distribution leg reportedly sold the satellite rights of its highly anticipated venture, Dhoom 3 for ₹75 crore (US$12 million)[24] to Sony Entertainment Television.[25]
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 YRF Music




After constantly delivering musical[image: External link] successes like Darr, Dilwale Dulhaniya Le Jayenge[image: External link] and Dil To Pagal Hai throughout the years of its existence, the company decided to leverage on their growing clout in the music[image: External link] industry. YRF established their independent feature music[image: External link] distribution leg under the name YRF Music in 2004. The leg was developed for the purpose of digital as well as physical distribution of all the film soundtracks released under the banner. The first soundtrack to be distributed under YRF Music was the company's critical and commercial musical blockbuster Veer Zaara[image: External link]. The leg established careers of a lot budding music composers throughout the years, who leveraged themselves against scoring music for YRF projects, like Jatin Lalit[image: External link] (Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge), Shankar Ehsaan Loy[image: External link] (Bunty Aur Babli), Pritam[image: External link] (Dhoom), Vishal Shekhar[image: External link] (Salaam Namaste), Salim Sulaiman[image: External link] (Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi), Amit Trivedi[image: External link] (Ishaqzaade), Ram Sampath[image: External link] (Luv Ka The End), Sajid Wajid[image: External link] (Daawat-e-Ishq), Sohail Sen[image: External link] (Mere Brother Ki Dulhan), Raghu Dixit[image: External link] (Mujhse Fraaandship Karoge), Sachin Jigar[image: External link] (Shuddh Desi Romance) and Amartya Rahut (Aurangzeb).[26]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Walt Disney buyout-refusal




The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] entered Indian Entertainment[image: External link] in 2007 through a three-film co-production agreement (Ta Ra Rum Pum, Thoda Pyaar Thoda Magic and Roadside Romeo) with Yash Raj Films. Disney[image: External link]'s move was seen as a bid to increase its global clout and finally entering the increasingly lucrative Indian Cinema[image: External link] arena. Moreover, it offered a 49% acquisition of YRF at ₹2,500 crore (US$390 million)[27] (unadjusted for inflation) in 2009, which took the valuation of the Indian entertainment company to ₹5,000 crore (US$780 million),[28] at the time. However, YRF declined the acquisition offer made by the American conglomerate, as it wanted to continue as an independent film production house in India. But in 2011, a 99% share acquisition offer by Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] was accepted by UTV[image: External link] at ₹2,000 crore (US$310 million)[29] (unadjusted for inflation). The two companies together established Disney UTV[image: External link], that now functions as the Indian subsidiary of the American company. In December 2016, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] announced that is restructuring its Indian operations and UTV Software Communications[image: External link] will no longer be a Disney subsidiary[image: External link].[30]
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 As vice-chairman




The company saw an all-time low, with several of their high budgeted films not doing well at the box office despite favourable critical reviews and the company thereby suffering losses amounting to millions from 2007 to 2010. The film's broke YRF's perfect success ratio and were oddly released one after another. Some of the most unsuccessful films produced under the banner were Jhoom Barabar Jhoom, Laaga Chunari Mein Daag, Tashan, Thoda Pyaar Thoda Magic, Roadside Romeo, and Pyaar Impossible[image: External link]. Chopra, then took over as the Vice Chairman of Yash Raj Films in 2010, soon after the release of the film Badmaash Company under the same banner.[18]
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 2011 landmark deal




In 2011, Yash Raj Films took the critical decision of banking on the successes of 3 Idiots[image: External link], Ra.One[image: External link] and Bodyguard[image: External link] and went into production of three individual Mainstream films[image: External link] with Aamir Khan[image: External link] for Dhoom 3 (for which Chopra wrote the story), Shahrukh Khan[image: External link] for Jab Tak Hai Jaan (for which Chopra wrote the story, screenplay and dialogue) and with Salman Khan[image: External link] for Ek Tha Tiger (for which Chopra wrote the story), a feat that has never been achieved by any film production company, till date. The move was seen as a landmark deal by YRF as it engaged three of the most successful box office actors of Indian Cinema[image: External link] in independent projects, at the time. Moreover, the three films turned out to be the most expensive productions by YRF; Ek Tha Tiger was produced at ₹75 crore (US$12 million),[31] Jab Tak Hai Jaan was produced at ₹60 crore (US$9.3 million)[32] and Dhoom 3 was produced at ₹150 crore (US$23 million).[33]



	Film
	Day of Release
	Screen Releases
	Distribution
	Budget
	Worldwide Gross



	Ek Tha Tiger
	Eid[image: External link] (2012)
	3,850 screens[34]
	Yash Raj Film Distributors
	₹75 crore (US$12 million)[31]
	₹320 crore (US$50 million)[35]



	Jab Tak Hai Jaan
	Diwali[image: External link] (2012)
	3,100 screens[36]
	Yash Raj Film Distributors
	₹60 crore (US$9.3 million)[32]
	₹241 crore (US$37 million)[37]



	Dhoom 3
	Christmas[image: External link] (2013)
	5,250 screens[38]
	Yash Raj Film Distributors
	₹150 crore (US$23 million)[33]
	₹542 crore (US$84 million)[39][40]




All three of these films shattered Box Office[image: External link] records of India and went on to become some of the highest-grossing films of their time. Ek Tha Tiger, which released on the 66th Independence Day of India, earned approximately ₹320 crore (US$50 million)[41] and thereby became the eleventh highest-grossing film of Indian Cinema.Jab Tak Hai Jaan opened worldwide on the Diwali day of 2012 and went on to earn ₹241 crore (US$37 million)[37] and became the fifteenth highest-grossing film in India. Dhoom 3 released in (Hindi, Tamil, Telugu & Arabic) on the Christmas week of 2013 and grossed approximately ₹542 crore (US$84 million),[42][43] in the worldwide market and went on to become the fourth highest-grossing film of Indian Cinema, as of January 2014. The three films gradually helped re-cement the dominant position of YRF in the Indian Entertainment market.
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 As chairman




After the demise of Chopra's father, Yash Chopra, in 2012, it was confirmed that Aditya Chopra was to be elevated to the position of Chairman of Yash Raj Films and eventually taking over the ₹5,200 crore (US$810 million)[11] company. YRF gradually went on to re-position itself into an extremely agile and aggressive film producing company that came out with an increasing number of films with each passing year, under the guidance of Chopra and the company's upper management.[44]
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 Work with new-comers (Talent Management)




Apart from producing big-budgeted films with established actors, YRF also announced several films featuring relative new-comers in the fourth quarter of Fiscal year[image: External link] 2012; Aurangzeb starring Prithviraj Sukumaran, Sashaa Agha and Arjun Kapoor, Gunday starring Ranveer Singh, Bewakoofiyan starring Ayushmann Khurrana and Sonam Kapoor, Daawat-e-Ishq with Aditya Roy Kapoor, Mardaani with Rani Mukerji and Kill Dil starring Ali Zafar and Govinda.[45] The films are slated to release all through 2013 and 2014 and are seen as a strategic move by the company to infuse newer talent into Indian Cinema[image: External link] in the form of actors, screenwriters, directors and technicians. In a bid to break away from the traditional star system[image: External link] of Indian Cinema[image: External link], the company ventured into producing low-budgeted independent film's with new talent (actors, creatives and technicians) from 2008. Apart from working with upcoming actors, the company independently launched several new faces as leading actors in several of their big-budgeted films through their home banner and through Y Films,[46] including:



	Talent
	Film
	Description
	Year
	Contract Status



	Ranbir Kapoor[image: External link]
	Bachna Ae Haseeno
	Second film
	2008
	Existing



	Deepika Padukone[image: External link]
	Bachna Ae Haseeno
	Second film (Hindi)
	2008
	



	Anushka Sharma[image: External link]
	Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi
	Debut
	2008
	Existing



	Ranveer Singh[image: External link]
	Band Baaja Baaraat
	Debut
	2010
	Existing



	Parineeti Chopra[image: External link]
	Ladies vs Ricky Bahl
	Debut
	2011
	Existing



	Shraddha Kapoor[image: External link]
	Luv Ka The End
	Second film
	2011
	Terminated [47]



	Arjun Kapoor[image: External link]
	Ishaqzaade
	Debut
	2012
	Existing



	Prithviraj[image: External link]
	Aurangzeb
	Second Film
	2013
	



	Sushant Singh Rajput[image: External link]
	Shuddh Desi Romance
	Second film
	2013
	Terminated [48]



	Vaani Kapoor[image: External link]
	Shuddh Desi Romance
	Debut
	2013
	Existing



	Ayushmann Khurrana[image: External link]
	Bewakoofiyan
	Third film
	2014
	Existing



	Aditya Roy Kapur[image: External link]
	Daawat-e-Ishq
	Second film (as lead)
	2014
	



	Karan Wahi[image: External link]
	Daawat-e-Ishq
	Debut
	2014
	



	Bhumi Pednekar[image: External link]
	Dum Laga Ke Haisha
	Debut
	2015
	Existing
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 YRF Entertainment[image: External link]




Sensing a keen following of Indian Cinema[image: External link] in Japan[image: External link] during the Festival de Cannes[image: External link], YRF Studios decided to re-release Ek Tha Tiger on 8 March 2013 and Jab Tak Hai Jaan on 20 April 2013 in an association with The Nikkatsu Corporation[image: External link]. The deal was further extended to the release of Dhoom 3 on 25 December 2013 during the MAMI Film Festival[image: External link].[49]

In a bid to strengthen their foothold in the United States and the European market, the company established its international film producing leg; YRF Entertainment[image: External link], which was solely focused on production and financing of international film content. The first film to independently release under the banner was the 2012 romantic comedy The Longest Week[image: External link] which starred Olivia Wilde[image: External link], Jason Bateman[image: External link] and Billy Crudup[image: External link]. The film did moderately well in the worldwide box office[image: External link] and managed break-even[image: External link].[50]

The next film to be released under YRF Entertainment is The Grace of Monaco[image: External link] starring Nicole Kidman[image: External link] and Tim Roth[image: External link]. The film is co-produced by Arash Amel[image: External link]. Primary filming of the project is complete and the film is slated for a March 2014 release. The company also announced its maiden Anglo-Indian[image: External link] film project that would be co-produced by Mira Nair[image: External link] under the Mirabai Films[image: External link] banner and directed by Shimit Amin. In 2013, the company also announced its next venture, Seducing Ingrid Bergman based on the life of Ingrid Bergman[image: External link], written by Chris Greenhalgh[image: External link] and Arash Amel[image: External link].[51]
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 YRF South




YRF forayed into regional Indian film production in 2013, with Aaha Kalyanam, a remake of their 2010 critical and commercial blockbuster Band Baaja Baaraat starring Nani[image: External link] and debutant Vaani Kapoor. The Tamil-Telugu bilingual project would be directed by Gokul Krishna and produced by Chopra. YRF plans to launch both the lead actress and director with this film. The untitled film completed the first schedule of its principal photography[image: External link] in Chennai in May 2013, with the next two schedules to be held in Hyderabad and Mysore in July 2013. Moreover, the studio also released Tamil and Telugu versions of its Dhoom 3 for the South Indian market. The company plans to deliver remakes from its existing catalog as well as new and original regional content (in Tamil and Telugu), but also content that is set to break into other regional film markets (Malayalam and Tulu) of the south.[52]
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 Tie-ups




Throughout the years of its existence, YRF inked various strategic business agreements with independent film and media entities present in the country.



	Entity
	Period
	Description



	
Sa Re Ga Ma HMV[image: External link][53]

	1995 to

2005
	Music rights of all films produced under the YRF banner (deal existed till the launch of the company's independent music distribution leg, YRF Music)



	
Raj Kapoor Films[image: External link][54]

	1995 to

present
	Satellite and home entertainment rights to all films produced under the Raj Kapoor Films banner through the company's home entertainment division, YRF Home Entertainment



	
Sony TV[image: External link][55]

	1995 to

present
	Exclusive satellite rights of all films produced under the YRF banner



	
Dharma Productions[image: External link][56]

	1998 to

2008
	Film distribution and home entertainment rights of all films produced by Dharma Productions (deal existed till the release of Dostana[image: External link])




	
FilmKRAFT[image: External link][57]

	2000 to

2008
	Theatrical and home entertainment rights to all films produced under the FilmKRAFT banner (deal existed till the release of Krazzy 4[image: External link])



	
Disney[image: External link][58]

	2006 to

2008
	3-film (Ta Ra Rum Pum, Thoda Pyaar Thoda Magic and Roadside Romeo) co-production agreement with Walt Disney Studios[image: External link]




	
The IMAX Corporation[image: External link][59]

	2012 to

present
	2-film co-production agreement (with IMAX[image: External link]) for the third instalment of The Dhoom Trilogy and Befikre




	
Dolby Laboratories[image: External link][60]

	2013 to

present
	Multi-film co-production agreement for all YRF projects (as of October 2013)



	
The Nikkatsu Corporation[image: External link][49]

	2013 to

present
	3-film exclusive distribution agreement for Ek Tha Tiger, Jab Tak Hai Jaan and Dhoom 3 in the Japanese[image: External link] market



	
Dell Inc.[image: External link][61]

	2013 to

present
	
Joint Venture[image: External link] agreement with Dell Computers for digitization and electronic re-distribution of the entire YRF Library up to Fiscal year[image: External link] 2015



	
Dibakar Banerjee Productions[image: External link][62]

	2013 to

2015
	3-film co-production agreement for feature films to be directed by Dibakar Banerjee
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 Legal issues





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
  Ghajini[image: External link]




Photographers of the Indian media[image: External link] caught a glimpse of the extremely reclusive Chopra on 27 December 2008. Chopra's Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi and Aamir Khan[image: External link]'s Ghajini[image: External link] were the two big Indian releases of the year 2008 and were pitted against each other by the Press; Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi was to release on Diwali[image: External link] and Ghajini was to release on Christmas[image: External link], with a gap of a few weeks between them. Chopra was present at a private screening of Ghajini that was held by Khan, for members of the film industry. Chopra was seen leaving through the back entrance of the theatre premise around 2 AM, just before the end credits of the film. On spotting multiple journalists[image: External link] outside the venue, he reportedly panicked and desperately sprinted towards his car to avoid being photographed. Chopra pulled down the sun visor of his car and hid inside it as he drove away. He even dropped his phone and damaged it, in the process. Images of a scared and petrified Chopra covering his face with his arms became front page news of a leading Indian tabloid[image: External link]. The article called Chopra a very powerful man, behaving like a trapped animal, even though it carried a statement by "one of his close friend's" who called him a simple, introverted guy. The event however fuelled further reports of Chopra suffering from an alleged social anxiety disorder[image: External link] and/or APD[image: External link].[63]
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 Son of Sardar[image: External link]




Moreover, in 2012, Ajay Devgan[image: External link], Viacom 18 Motion Pictures[image: External link] and Eros International[image: External link] together moved the Competition Commission of India[image: External link] against Yash Raj Films and Aditya Chopra, accusing the company of using monopolistic business practices and rampantly abusing their dominant position and clout in the Entertainment Industry of India[image: External link] by entering into a tie-in arrangement with 1,500 single screen film exhibitors (out of a total of 2,100) of India, that obliged them to showcase the company's Jab Tak Hai Jaan (and not Son Of Sardar[image: External link]) on the Diwali week of 2012 and continue its theatrical run for two weeks after the worldwide release. The trio eventually moved the Competition Appellate Tribunal[image: External link] on 30 October 2012 against Yash Raj Films but were turned down by the bench heading the Tribunal.

Both films opened on 13 November 2012; Jab Tak Hai Jaan released in 3500 screens and Son Of Sardar released in 2000 screens, in the worldwide market.However, in November 2013, the CCI[image: External link] dismissed the case filing as they found YRF to not be in contravention of the Competition Act of India; YRF won the case.[64]
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  Raees[image: External link]




Raees[image: External link] was a film produced by Excel Entertainment[image: External link] and Red Chillies Entertainment[image: External link] helmed by Rahul Dholakia[image: External link]. Principal photography of the film was completed in April 2015 and a few months were allotted to its post-production work.[65] A teaser/trailer of the film was released across social media platforms[image: External link] and attached to Bajrangi Bhaijaan[image: External link] on July 17, 2015 announcing it as a July 5, 2016 release; packaged and presented as an Eid[image: External link] project.[66] However, sensing an opportunity in the same period, YRF went ahead to green-light[image: External link] its own Sultan slated for a release on the same day, in January 2016. Principal photography with Salman Khan[image: External link] and Anushka Sharma[image: External link] was completed in 3 months followed by post-production work being completed in May.[67] A teaser/trailer and other marketing material featuring both Khan and Sharma were released simultaneously starting April across platforms and networks. The film was ready for a July 5 release and resultantly, around 4230 theatre screens available in India would have been divided among the two films.[68]

Realising a loss in business to both films, Ritesh Sidhwani[image: External link] and Shahrukh Khan, the producers of Raees approached Chopra to work out a settlement to ensure both projects are exhibited comfortably across centres.[69] However, Chopra disagreed to shift his release date stating the poor performance of Khan's prior releases (Happy New Year, Dilwale[image: External link] and Fan) in the global Box Office[image: External link].[70] Moreover, Chopra ensured that YRF Distributors (his film distribution leg) exhibit Sultan to more than 3100 screens (out of the total 4230), apparently abusing his dominant position and clout in the Entertainment Industry of India[image: External link], an allegation that he has battled several times in the past.

Sultan eventually released on July 6, 2016, as planned by YRF, across 4310 Indian screens and 1130 screens internationally, to gross ₹601 crore (US$93 million) in the worldwide market[71][72] and Raees was postponed to January 26, 2017, scheduled to release alongside Kaabil[image: External link] on the same day.[73]
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  Paani[image: External link]




In November 2012, YRF green-lit[image: External link] their first Indian-American war drama co-production titled Paani with DreamWorks Pictures[image: External link].[74] The film was to be helmed by Shekhar Kapur[image: External link] and Sushant Singh Rajput[image: External link] was signed for the lead role in December of the same year.[75] Principal photography was to start in June 2013 and it was planned as a December 2015 release by both Chopra and Kapur.[76] A. R. Rahman[image: External link] was roped in to score the music of the film and pre-production work started in January 2013 with the entire cast and crew at YRF Studios.[77]

In February 2013, Sanjay Leela Bhansali[image: External link] offered Rajput the lead role in his Shakespearen[image: External link] romantic-tragedy Ram-Leela[image: External link] which was scheduled to be shot throughout the year 2013.[78] Chopra however advised Rajput to turn down the role to focus solely on Paani and led Bhansali to sign Ranveer Singh[image: External link] (through YRF Talent) instead.[79] In November 2013, Chopra shelved Paani stating the poor financial performance of Rajput's Shuddh Desi Romance and affordability[image: External link] issues faced by YRF during pre-production work.[80] Ram-Leela meanwhile opened to overwhelming critical and box office[image: External link] success in the same period with both Bhansali and Singh being awarded extensively for their work.[81]

Rajput was later signed for two other independent YRF projects; Detective Byomkesh Bakshy[image: External link] scheduled to release in April 2015 and Befikre which was scheduled for a December 2016.[82] However, in October 2015, Rajput's contract with YRF Talent was terminated after the box office failure of Detective Byomkesh Bakshy and he was replaced by Ranveer Singh in Befikre.[83]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Return to film direction: Befikre (2016)




In September 2015, YRF announced Chopra's directorial comeback, titled Befikre, scheduled for a December 2016 release.[84] In October 2015, it was announced that Ranveer Singh[image: External link] and Vaani Kapoor[image: External link] would be cast in the lead roles.[85][86] In December 2015, YRF announced that the music of the film will be produced by Vishal-Shekhar[image: External link] and Jaideep Sahni[image: External link], both of whom would return to collaborate with YRF after roughly 9 years.[87] This would mark Chopra's directorial come-back after roughly 8 years (his Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi released in 2008).[88] A theatrical trailer of the film was released at the Eiffel Tower[image: External link] and across social media platforms in the month of October.[89] The film was budgeted at ₹70 crore (US$11 million) (including P&A[image: External link]) and released across 2900 screens worldwide on 9 December 2016.[90] It opened to widespread negative reviews across platforms and faced heavy losses to its business because of the currency demonetisation[image: External link] implied by the Government of India[image: External link] a few days prior to its release.[91][92] The film managed to gross ₹104 crore (US$16 million) at the end of it's theatrical run at the global box office[image: External link] [93] and it was a huge money spinner which made INR 50 Cr profit for Yash Raj Films [94]
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 Filmography




Main article: List of films by Yash Raj Films[image: External link]




	Year
	Film
	Credited as
	Notes



	Director
	Producer
	Writer
	Executive Producer
	Distributor



	1989
	Chandni
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	No
	



	1991
	Lamhe
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	No
	



	1993
	Parampara[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	



	Aaina
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	



	Darr
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	No
	1 National Award[image: External link] and 2 Filmfare Awards[image: External link]



	1995
	Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	1 National Award[image: External link] and 10 Filmfare Awards[image: External link]



	1997
	Dil To Pagal Hai
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	



	1998
	Kuch Kuch Hota Hai[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [95] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	1999
	Biwi No.1[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [96] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Mann[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [97] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	2000
	Kaho Naa Pyaar Hai[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [98] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Dulhan Hum Le Jayenge[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [99] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Refugee[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [100] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Mohabbatein
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	



	2001
	Zubeidaa[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [101] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [102] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	2002
	Mere Yaar Ki Shaadi Hai
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Mujhse Dosti Karoge!
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	



	2003
	Koi Mil Gaya[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [103] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Maqbool[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [104] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Kal Ho Naa Ho[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [105] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	2004
	Hum Tum
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	1 National Award[image: External link] and 5 Filmfare Awards[image: External link]



	Dhoom
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	2 Filmfare Awards[image: External link]



	Veer-Zaara
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	1 National Award[image: External link] and 1 Filmfare Award[image: External link]



	2005
	Black[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [106] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	My Brother, Nikhil[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [107] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Bunty Aur Babli
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	



	Mangal Pandey: The Rising[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [108] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Salaam Namaste
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	



	Maine Gandhi Ko Nahin Mara[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [109] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Neal 'N' Nikki[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2006
	Fanaa
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	



	Krrish[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [110] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Kabhi Alvida Naa Kehna[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [111] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Dhoom 2
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	



	Kabul Express
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2007
	Ta Ra Rum Pum
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Chak De! India[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	1 National Award[image: External link] and 1 Filmfare Award[image: External link]



	Laaga Chunari Mein Daag
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Aaja Nachle
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	



	2008
	Thoda Pyaar Thoda Magic
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Bachna Ae Haseeno
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	



	Roadside Romeo
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	1 National Award[image: External link]



	Dostana[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [112] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	



	2009
	New York
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	



	Dil Bole Hadippa!
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	All the Best[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [113] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Rocket Singh: Salesman of the Year
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	1 Filmfare Award[image: External link]



	2010
	Pyaar Impossible[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [114] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Badmaash Company
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Lafangey Parindey
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Band Baaja Baaraat
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	2 Filmfare Awards[image: External link]



	2011
	Mere Brother Ki Dulhan
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Ladies VS Ricky Bahl[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	



	2012
	Ishaqzaade
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	1 National Award[image: External link] and 1 Filmfare Award[image: External link]



	Ek Tha Tiger
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	



	Jab Tak Hai Jaan
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	



	2013
	Aurangzeb
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Shuddh Desi Romance
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	1 Filmfare Award[image: External link]



	Dhoom 3
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	



	2014
	Gunday
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Bewakoofiyaan
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Mardaani
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Happy New Year
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [115] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Daawat-e-Ishq
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Kill Dil
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2015
	Dum Laga Ke Haisha
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	3 National Awards[image: External link] and 2 Filmfare Awards[image: External link]



	Detective Byomkesh Bakshy![image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	Piku[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [116] ( theatrical[image: External link], digital[image: External link], home[image: External link], satellite[image: External link])



	Titli
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2016
	Fan
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Sultan
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Befikre
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	



	2017
	Meri Pyaari Bindu
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	[117]



	Tubelight[image: External link]
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	YRF Distributors [118] ( theatrical[image: External link])



	Tiger Zinda Hai
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	[119]



	2018
	Hichki[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	[120]



	Thugs Of Hindostan[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	[121][122]
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Habib Faisal






Habib Faisal ( Urdu[image: External link]: حبیب فیصل‎, Hindi: हबीब फैसल) is an Indian[image: External link] Hindi screenwriter[image: External link] and director[image: External link]. He is best known for his directorial debut, Do Dooni Chaar[image: External link], for which he won Filmfare Award for Best Dialogue[image: External link].[1] He co-wrote Siddharth Anand's Salaam Namaste.[2] He also wrote director Shaad Ali's Jhoom Barabar Jhoom starring Abhishek Bachchan[image: External link] and Preity Zinta[image: External link],[2] and Siddharth Anand's Ta Ra Rum Pum starring Saif Ali Khan[image: External link] and Rani Mukherjee[image: External link].[2] All three are Yashraj[image: External link] films. He also wrote Band Baaja Baaraat which was released in late 2010.[3]

Faisal then went on to direct his second film, Ishaqzaade, starring debutant Arjun Kapoor[image: External link], and Parineeti Chopra[image: External link] in their first lead film, which released on 11 May 2012.[4] The film received positive response from critics, and managed to do very well at the box office, turning out to be a worldwide hit.[5] He then wrote Bewakoofiyaan, which was directed by Nupur Asthana[image: External link] and featured Ayushmann Khurrana[image: External link], Sonam Kapoor[image: External link], and Rishi Kapoor[image: External link].[6] His next directorial venture was Daawat-e-Ishq, which had actors Aditya Roy Kapur[image: External link] and Parineeti Chopra in lead roles.[7] Daawat-e-Ishq released worldwide on September 19, 2014.[8][9]

An alumnus of Jamia Millia Islamia[image: External link], he has directed the television serials Lavanya[10] and worked in New Delhi[image: External link] as a camera person with NDTV.[11]
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	2015: Fan (writer)

	2014: Daawat-e-Ishq (writer and director)

	2014: Bewakoofiyaan (writer)

	2012: Ishaqzaade ( director)

	2011: Ladies vs Ricky Bahl (dialogue)

	2010: Band Baaja Baaraat (screenplay and dialogue)
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Film



	2010
	56th Filmfare Awards[image: External link]
	Best Dialogue
	Band Baaja Baaraat



	2010
	National Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Hindi Feature Film
	"Do Dooni Chaar[image: External link]"



	2010
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	Best Dialogues
	Band Baaja Baaraat
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Shah Rukh Khan






"SRK" redirects here. For other uses, see SRK (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Shah Rukh Khan (born Shahrukh Khan; 2 November 1965), also known as SRK, is an Indian film actor, producer and television personality. Referred to in the media as the " Baadshah[image: External link] of Bollywood", "King of Bollywood" or "King Khan", he has appeared in more than 80 Bollywood films, and earned numerous accolades[image: External link], including 14 Filmfare Awards[image: External link]. Khan has a significant following in Asia and the Indian diaspora[image: External link] worldwide. In terms of audience size and income, he has been described as one of the most successful film stars in the world.[4][5][6]

Khan began his career with appearances in several television series in the late 1980s. He made his Bollywood debut in 1992 with Deewana[image: External link]. Early in his career, Khan was recognised for portraying villainous roles in the films Darr (1993), Baazigar[image: External link] (1993) and Anjaam[image: External link] (1994). He then rose to prominence after starring in a series of romantic films, including Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge (1995), Dil To Pagal Hai (1997), Kuch Kuch Hota Hai[image: External link] (1998), Mohabbatein (2000) and Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham...[image: External link] (2001). He earned critical acclaim for his portrayal of an alcoholic in Devdas[image: External link] (2002), a NASA scientist in Swades[image: External link] (2004), a hockey coach in Chak De! India (2007) and a man with Asperger syndrome[image: External link] in My Name Is Khan[image: External link] (2010). His highest-grossing films include the comedies Chennai Express[image: External link] (2013) and Happy New Year (2014). Many of his films display themes of Indian national identity and connections with diaspora communities, or gender, racial, social and religious differences and grievances. For his contributions to film, the Government of India honoured him with the Padma Shri[image: External link], and the Government of France awarded him both the Ordre des Arts et des Lettres[image: External link] and the Légion d'honneur[image: External link].

As of 2015, Khan is co-chairman of the motion picture production company Red Chillies Entertainment[image: External link] and its subsidiaries, and is the co-owner of the Indian Premier League[image: External link] cricket team Kolkata Knight Riders[image: External link]. He is a frequent television presenter and stage show performer. The media often label him as "Brand SRK" because of his many endorsement and entrepreneurship ventures. Khan's philanthropic endeavours have provided health care and disaster relief, and he was honoured with UNESCO[image: External link]'s Pyramide con Marni award in 2011 for his support of children's education. He regularly features in listings of the most influential people in Indian culture[image: External link], and in 2008, Newsweek[image: External link] named him one of their fifty most powerful people in the world.[7]
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Khan was born on 2 November 1965 in a Muslim[image: External link] family in New Delhi[image: External link].[2] He spent the first five years of his life in Mangalore[image: External link], where his maternal grandfather, Ifthikar Ahmed, served as the chief engineer of the port in the 1960s.[8][9][a] According to Khan, his paternal grandfather, Jan Muhammad, an ethnic Pathan[image: External link] was from Afghanistan[image: External link].[11][12] Shah Rukh Khan also said in his interviews that he is a Pathan from Peshawar[image: External link] and his entire family used to speak Hindko language[image: External link] at home.[13] Khan's father, Meer Taj Mohammed Khan, was an Indian independence[image: External link] activist in Peshawar, British India[image: External link] (present-day Pakistan[image: External link]). As of 2010, Khan's paternal family was still living in Shah Wali Qataal area of Peshawar's Qissa Khawani Bazaar[image: External link].[11] Meer was a follower of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan[image: External link],[14] and affiliated with the All Indian National Congress[image: External link].[11] He moved to New Delhi in 1948 partition of India[image: External link].[15] Khan's mother, Lateef Fatima, was the daughter of a senior government engineer.[16][b] His parents were married in 1959.[19] Khan described himself on Twitter[image: External link] as "half Hyderabadi[image: External link] (mother), half Pathan (father), [and] some Kashmiri[image: External link] (grandmother)".[20] His paternal cousins in Peshawar claim that the family is of Hindkowan[image: External link] origin from Kashmir, not Pashtun, and also contradict the claim that his grandfather was from Afghanistan.[11][21]

Khan grew up in the Rajendra Nagar[image: External link] neighbourhood of Delhi.[22] His father had several business ventures including a restaurant, and the family lived a middle-class life in rented apartments.[23] Khan attended St. Columba's School[image: External link] in central Delhi where he excelled in his studies and in sports such as hockey and football,[24] and received the school's highest award, the Sword of Honour.[23] In his youth, he acted in stage plays and received praise for his imitations of Bollywood actors, of which his favourites were Dilip Kumar[image: External link], Amitabh Bachchan[image: External link] and Mumtaz[image: External link].[25] One of his childhood friends and acting partners was Amrita Singh[image: External link], who became a Bollywood actress.[26] Khan enrolled at Hansraj College[image: External link] (1985–88) to earn his bachelor's degree in Economics, but spent much of his time at Delhi's Theatre Action Group (TAG),[27] where he studied acting under the mentorship of theatre director Barry John[image: External link].[28] After Hansraj, he began studying for a master's degree in Mass Communications[image: External link] at Jamia Millia Islamia[image: External link], but left to pursue his acting career.[29] He also attended the National School of Drama[image: External link] in Delhi during his early career in Bollywood.[30] His father died of cancer in 1981,[c] and his mother died in 1991 from complications of diabetes.[33] After the death of their parents, his older sister, Shahnaz Lalarukh, born in 1960,[34] fell into a depressed state and Khan took on the responsibility of caring for her.[31][35] Shahnaz continues to live with her brother and his family in their Mumbai mansion.[36]

Although Khan was given the birth name Shahrukh Khan, he prefers his name to be written as Shah Rukh Khan, and is commonly referred to by the acronym SRK.[1] He married Gauri Chibber[image: External link], a Punjabi Hindu[image: External link], in a traditional Hindu wedding ceremony on 25 October 1991, after a six-year courtship.[37][38] They have a son Aryan (born 1997) and a daughter Suhana (born 2000).[29] In 2013, they became parents of a third child named AbRam,[39] who was born through a surrogate mother.[40] According to Khan, while he strongly believes in Islam[image: External link], he also values his wife's religion. His children follow both religions; at home the Qur'an[image: External link] is situated next to the Hindu[image: External link] deities.[41]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Acting career




Further information: Shah Rukh Khan filmography[image: External link]
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 1988–92: Television and film debut




Khan's first starring role was in Lekh Tandon[image: External link]'s television series Dil Dariya, which began shooting in 1988, but production delays led to the 1989 series Fauji[image: External link] becoming his television debut instead.[42] In the series, which depicted a realistic look at the training of army cadets, he played the leading role of Abhimanyu Rai.[43][44] This led to further appearances in Aziz Mirza[image: External link]'s television series Circus[image: External link] (1989–90) and Mani Kaul[image: External link]'s miniseries Idiot[image: External link] (1991).[45] Khan also played minor parts in the serials Umeed (1989) and Wagle Ki Duniya[image: External link] (1988–90),[45] and in the English-language television film[image: External link] In Which Annie Gives It Those Ones[image: External link] (1989).[46] His appearances in these serials led critics to compare his look and acting style with those of the film actor Dilip Kumar[image: External link],[47] but Khan was not interested in film acting at the time, thinking that he was not good enough.[45][48]

Khan changed his decision to act in films in April 1991,[49] citing it as a way to escape the grief of his mother's death.[50] He moved from Delhi to Mumbai to pursue a full-time career in Bollywood, and was quickly signed to four films.[49] His first offer was for Hema Malini[image: External link]'s directorial debut Dil Aashna Hai[image: External link],[30][43] and by June, he had started his first shoot.[51] His film debut was in Deewana[image: External link], which was released in June 1992.[52] In it he starred alongside Divya Bharti[image: External link] as the second male lead behind Rishi Kapoor[image: External link]. Deewana became a box office hit and launched Khan's Bollywood career;[53] he earned the Filmfare Best Male Debut Award[image: External link] for his performance.[54] Also released in 1992 were Khan's first films as the male lead, Chamatkar[image: External link], Dil Aashna Hai, and the comedy Raju Ban Gaya Gentleman[image: External link], which was his first of many collaborations with the actress Juhi Chawla[image: External link].[55] His initial film roles saw him play characters who displayed energy and enthusiasm. According to Arnab Ray of Daily News and Analysis, Khan brought a new kind of acting as he was "sliding down stairs on a slab of ice, cartwheeling, somersaulting, lips trembling, eyes trembling, bringing to the screen the kind of physical energy ... visceral, intense, maniacal one moment and cloyingly boyish the next."[56]
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 1993–94: Anti-hero




Among his 1993 releases, Khan garnered the most appreciation for portraying villainous roles in two box office hits: an obsessive lover in Darr, and a murderer in Baazigar[image: External link].[57] Darr marked the first of Khan's many collaborations with filmmaker Yash Chopra and his company Yash Raj Films. Khan's stammering and the use of the phrase "I love you, K-k-k-Kiran" were popular with audiences.[58] For Darr he received a nomination for the Filmfare Award for Best Performance in a Negative Role[image: External link], also known as the Best Villain Award, but lost to Paresh Rawal[image: External link] for Sir[image: External link].[59] Baazigar, in which Khan played an ambiguous avenger who murders his girlfriend, shocked Indian audiences with an unexpected violation of the standard Bollywood formula.[60] In The Cambridge Companion to Modern Indian Culture, Sonal Khullar called the character "the consummate anti-hero".[61] His performance in Baazigar, which would be his first of many appearances with actress Kajol[image: External link], won Khan his first Filmfare Award for Best Actor[image: External link].[62] In 2003, the Encyclopedia of Hindi Cinema stated that Khan "defied the image of the conventional hero in both these films and created his own version of the revisionist hero".[62] Also in 1993, Khan performed a nude scene with Deepa Sahi[image: External link] in Maya Memsaab[image: External link], although parts of it were censored by the Central Board of Film Certification[image: External link].[63] The ensuing controversy prompted him to eschew such scenes in future roles.[64]

In 1994, Khan played a love-struck musician in Kundan Shah[image: External link]'s comedy-drama film Kabhi Haan Kabhi Naa[image: External link] opposite Deepak Tijori[image: External link] and Suchitra Krishnamurthy[image: External link], which he later professed was his favourite role. His performance earned him a Filmfare Critics Award for Best Performance[image: External link], and in a retrospective review from 2004, Sukanya Verma of Rediff.com referred to it as Khan's best performance, saying "He is spontaneous, vulnerable, boyish, mischievous and acting straight from the heart."[65] Also in 1994, Khan won the Filmfare Best Villain Award for his role as an obsessive lover in Anjaam[image: External link], co-starring Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] and Deepak Tijori.[62] At the time, playing antagonistic roles was considered risky to a leading man's career in Bollywood. Ray subsequently credited Khan for taking "insane risks" and "pushing the envelope" by choosing to play such characters, through which he established his career in Bollywood.[56] The director Mukul S. Anand[image: External link] called him "the new face of the industry" at the time.[50]
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 1995–98: Romantic hero




Khan starred in seven films in 1995, the first of which was Rakesh Roshan[image: External link]'s melodramatic thriller Karan Arjun[image: External link]. Co-starring Salman Khan[image: External link] and Kajol, it became the second-highest-grossing film of the year in India.[66] His most significant release that year was Aditya Chopra's directorial debut, the romance Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge, in which he played a young Non-resident Indian[image: External link] (NRI) who falls in love with Kajol's character during a trip across Europe. Khan was initially reticent to portray the role of a lover, but this film is credited with establishing him as a "romantic hero".[67] Lauded by both critics and the public, it became the year's highest grossing production in India and abroad and was declared an "all time blockbuster" by Box Office India,[66][68] with a gross of over ₹1.22 billion (US$19 million) worldwide.[69] It is the longest-running film in the history of Indian cinema; it is still showing at the Maratha Mandir[image: External link] theatre in Mumbai after more than 1000 weeks as of early 2015.[70][71] The film won ten Filmfare Awards[image: External link], including the second of Khan's Best Actor Awards.[62] The director and critic Raja Sen[image: External link] said, "Khan gives a fabulous performance, redefining the lover for the 1990s with great panache. He's cool and flippant, but sincere enough to appeal to the [audience]. The performance itself is, like the best in the business, played well enough to come across as effortless, as non-acting."[72]

In 1996, all four of Khan's releases failed critically and commercially,[73] but the following year, his starring role opposite Aditya Pancholi[image: External link] and Juhi Chawla in Aziz Mirza's romantic comedy Yes Boss[image: External link] earned him accolades that included a Filmfare Best Actor nomination.[59] Later in 1997, he starred in Subhash Ghai[image: External link]'s diasporic-themed social drama Pardes[image: External link],[74] portraying Arjun, a musician facing a moral dilemma. India Today cites it as one of the first major Bollywood pictures to succeed in the United States.[75] Khan's final release of 1997 was a second collaboration with Yash Chopra in the popular musical romance Dil To Pagal Hai. He portrayed Rahul, a stage director caught in a love triangle[image: External link] between Madhuri Dixit and Karisma Kapoor[image: External link]. The film and his performance met with critical praise, winning Khan his third Best Actor Award at Filmfare.[62]

Khan performed the lead role in three films and made one special appearance in 1998. In his first release of the year, he played a double role opposite Juhi Chawla and Sonali Bendre[image: External link] in Mahesh Bhatt's action comedy Duplicate[image: External link], the first of his many collaborations with Yash Johar[image: External link]'s production company Dharma Productions[image: External link]. The film was not well received,[76] but India Today lauded Khan for his energetic performance.[77] The same year, Khan won critical praise for his performance as an All India Radio[image: External link] correspondent who develops an infatuation for a mysterious terrorist (Manisha Koirala[image: External link]) in Dil Se..[image: External link],[78] the third instalment of Mani Ratnam[image: External link]'s trilogy of terror films.[79][80] In his final release of the year, he portrayed a college student in Karan Johar[image: External link]'s romance Kuch Kuch Hota Hai[image: External link], in which he was involved in a love triangle along with Kajol and Rani Mukerji[image: External link]. The writer Anjana Motihar Chandra has referred to the picture as the blockbuster of the 1990s, a "pot-pourri of romance, comedy, and entertainment."[81] Khan won the Best Actor award at the Filmfare Awards ceremony for the second consecutive year,[62] although he and several critics believed his performance to have been overshadowed by that of Kajol.[82]

The roles in this phase of his career, and the series of romantic comedies and family dramas that followed, earned Khan widespread adulation from audiences, particularly teenagers,[83] and according to author Anupama Chopra[image: External link], established him as an icon of romance in India.[84][85] He continued to have frequent professional associations with Yash Chopra, Aditya Chopra, and Karan Johar, who moulded his image and made him into a superstar.[86] Khan became a romantic leading man without ever actually kissing any of his co-stars,[84] although he broke this rule in 2012, after strong urging by Yash Chopra.[87]
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 1999–2003: Career challenges




Khan's only release in 1999 was Baadshah[image: External link], in which he starred opposite Twinkle Khanna[image: External link]. Although the film underperformed at the box office,[88] it earned him a Filmfare Award nomination for Best Performance in a Comic Role[image: External link], which he lost to Govinda[image: External link] for Haseena Maan Jaayegi[image: External link].[59] Khan became a producer in 1999 in a collaboration with the actress Juhi Chawla and the director Aziz Mirza for a production company called Dreamz Unlimited.[89] The company's first production, Phir Bhi Dil Hai Hindustani[image: External link] (2000), starring Khan and Chawla, was a commercial failure.[90] It was released one week after Kaho Naa... Pyaar Hai[image: External link], starring Hrithik Roshan[image: External link], then a newcomer, who critics believed overshadowed Khan.[91] Swapna Mitter of Rediff.com spoke of Khan's predictable mannerisms, saying "Frankly, it's high time he innovated his act a little."[92] Khan did a supporting role in Kamal Hassan[image: External link]'s Hey Ram[image: External link] (2000), which was made simultaneously in Tamil and Hindi. He thereby made his Tamil debut by playing the role of an archaeologist named Amjad Khan.[93] He performed free of charge as he wanted to work with Kamal Haasan[image: External link].[94][95] On Khan's performance, T. Krithika Reddy of The Hindu wrote, "Shah Rukh Khan, as usual comes up with an impeccable performance."[93]

In 2001, Dreamz Unlimited attempted a comeback with Khan portraying the title role in Santosh Sivan[image: External link]'s historical epic Aśoka[image: External link], a partly fictionalised account of the life of emperor Ashoka[image: External link]. The film was screened at the Venice Film Festival[image: External link] and the 2001 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] to a positive response,[96] but it performed poorly at Indian box offices.[97] As losses continued to mount for the production company,[91] Khan was forced to close srkworld.com, a company that he had started along with Dreamz Unlimited.[98] In December 2001, Khan suffered a spinal injury while performing an action sequence for a special appearance in Krishna Vamsi[image: External link]'s Shakti: The Power[image: External link].[99] He was subsequently diagnosed with a prolapsed disc[image: External link], and attempted multiple alternative therapies[image: External link]. None of these provided a permanent solution to the injury, which caused him severe pain while shooting several of his films.[99][100] By the beginning of 2003, his condition had worsened to the point that he had to undergo anterior cervical discectomy and fusion[image: External link] surgery at Wellington Hospital, London[image: External link].[101][102][103] Khan resumed shooting in June 2003, but he reduced his workload and the number of film roles he accepted annually.[100]

Successes during this time included Aditya Chopra's Mohabbatein (2000), and Karan Johar's family drama Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham...[image: External link] (2001),[90][104] which Khan cites as a turning point in his career.[105] Both films co-starred Amitabh Bachchan as an authoritarian figure, and presented ideological struggles between the two men.[106][107] Khan's performances in the films were met with wide public appreciation, and he was awarded his second Filmfare Critics Award for Best Actor[image: External link] for Mohabbatein.[59][108] Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham... remained the top-grossing Indian production of all time in the overseas market for the next five years.[69]

In 2002, Khan played the title role as a rebellious alcoholic opposite Aishwarya Rai in Sanjay Leela Bhansali[image: External link]'s period romance Devdas[image: External link]. At a cost of over ₹500 million (US$7.8 million), it was the most expensive Bollywood film ever made at the time,[109] yet recovered its costs, earning ₹840 million (US$13 million) worldwide.[69] The film earned numerous accolades including 10 Filmfare Awards, with Best Actor for Khan,[54] and a BAFTA Award for Best Film Not in the English Language[image: External link].[110] Khan next starred in Kal Ho Naa Ho[image: External link] (2003), a comedy-drama written by Karan Johar and set in New York City, which became the second-highest-grossing film domestically and the top-grossing Bollywood film in external markets that year.[104][111] Co-starring with Jaya Bachchan[image: External link], Saif Ali Khan[image: External link], and Preity Zinta[image: External link], Khan received critical praise for his portrayal of Aman Mathur, a man with a fatal heart disease, with critics praising his emotional impact upon audiences.[112] Conflict broke out between Khan and the other partners of Dreamz Unlimited over the failure to cast Juhi Chawla in their 2003 production of Aziz Mirza's Chalte Chalte[image: External link], and they parted ways, despite the film's success.[113]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2004–09: Resurgence




2004 was a critically and commercially successful year for Khan. He transformed Dreamz Unlimited into Red Chillies Entertainment[image: External link], adding his wife Gauri as a producer.[114] In the company's first production, he starred in Farah Khan[image: External link]'s directorial debut, the action comedy masala film[image: External link] Main Hoon Na[image: External link]. A fictionalised account of India–Pakistan relations[image: External link], it was viewed by some commentators as a conscious effort to move away from the stereotypical portrayal of Pakistan as the constant villain.[115] Khan then played an Indian Air Force pilot who falls in love with a Pakistani woman (Preity Zinta) in Yash Chopra's romance film Veer-Zaara, which was screened at the 55th Berlin Film Festival[image: External link] to critical praise.[116] It was the highest earning film of 2004 in India, with a worldwide gross of over ₹940 million (US$15 million), and Main Hoon Na was the second-highest earner with ₹680 million (US$11 million).[69][117]

In his final release of 2004, Khan starred as a NASA[image: External link] scientist who patriotically returns to India to rekindle his roots in Ashutosh Gowariker[image: External link]'s social drama Swades[image: External link] (meaning "Homeland"), which became the first Indian picture to be shot inside the NASA research centre at the Kennedy Space Center[image: External link] in Florida.[118] Film scholar Stephen Teo refers to the picture as an example of "Bollywoodised realism", displaying a transcendence in conventional narrative and audience expectation in Hindi cinema.[119] In December 2013, The Times of India reported that Khan found filming the picture such an emotionally overwhelming and life-changing experience that he had still not viewed the film.[120] Derek Elley[image: External link] of Variety[image: External link] found Khan's performance "unsettling" as "a self-satisfied expatriate determined to bring Western values to poor Indian peasants",[121] but several film critics, including Jitesh Pillai, believed it to have been his finest acting to date.[122][123] He was nominated for the Filmfare Best Actor Award for all three of his 2004 releases and eventually won the award for Swades.[54][59] Filmfare[image: External link] later included his performance in the 2010 issue of Bollywood's "Top 80 Iconic Performances".[124]

In 2005, Khan starred in Amol Palekar[image: External link]'s fantasy drama, Paheli[image: External link]. The film was India's submission for the Best Foreign Language Film at the 79th Academy Awards[image: External link].[125] He later collaborated with Karan Johar for the third time in the musical romantic drama Kabhi Alvida Naa Kehna[image: External link] (2006), the story of two unhappily married people in New York City who begin an extramarital affair. The film, which featured an ensemble cast including Amitabh Bachchan, Preity Zinta, Abhishek Bachchan[image: External link], Rani Mukerji and Kirron Kher[image: External link], emerged as India's highest-grossing film in the overseas market,[104] earning more than ₹1.13 billion (US$18 million) worldwide.[69] Both his roles in Kabhi Alvida Naa Kehna and the action film Don[image: External link], a remake of the 1978 film of the same name[image: External link], earned Khan Best Actor nominations at the Filmfare Awards,[126] despite his performance as the titular character in Don being negatively compared to that of Amitabh Bachchan in the original film.[127][128]

In 2007, Khan portrayed a disgraced hockey player who coaches the Indian women's national hockey team[image: External link] to World Cup success in Yash Raj Films' semi-fictional Chak De! India. Bhaichand Patel notes that Khan, who had a background in the sport playing for his university's hockey team,[130] essentially portrayed himself as a "cosmopolitan, liberal, Indian Muslim".[131] Faring well in both India and abroad,[69][132] Khan garnered another Filmfare Award for Best Actor for his performance,[54] which Rajeev Masand[image: External link] of CNN-IBN[image: External link] considers to have been "without any of his typical trappings, without any of his trademark quirks", portraying Kabir Khan "like a real flesh-and-blood human being".[133] Filmfare included his performance in their 2010 issue of the "Top 80 Iconic Performances".[134] In the same year, Khan starred alongside Arjun Rampal[image: External link], Deepika Padukone[image: External link] and Shreyas Talpade[image: External link] in Farah Khan's reincarnation melodrama Om Shanti Om[image: External link], portraying a 1970s junior artiste who is reborn as a 2000s era superstar. The film became the highest grossing Indian motion picture of 2007, both domestically and abroad.[104][135] Om Shanti Om earned Khan his second nomination of the year for Best Actor at Filmfare.[136] Khalid Mohammed from Hindustan Times wrote, "the enterprise belongs to Shah Rukh Khan, who tackles comedy, high drama and action with his signature style—spontaneous and intuitively intelligent".[137]

Khan collaborated for the third time with Aditya Chopra on the romantic drama Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi (2008) opposite Anushka Sharma[image: External link], at that time a newcomer. He played Surinder Sahni, a shy man with low self-esteem, whose love for his young arranged wife (Sharma) causes him to transform himself into Raj, a boisterous alter-ego. Rachel Saltz of The New York Times[image: External link] believed the dual role to have been "tailor-made" for Khan, giving him the opportunity to display his talents,[138] although Deep Contractor from Epilogue thought Khan displayed greater strength in the role of Surinder and weakness in the role of monologue-prone Raj.[139] In December 2008, Khan suffered a shoulder injury while filming a small role in Mudassar Aziz[image: External link]'s Dulha Mil Gaya[image: External link]. He underwent extensive physiotherapy sessions at the time but the pain left him almost immobile and he had arthroscopic surgery[image: External link] in February 2009.[140][141] He performed an extended, special appearance in the 2009 film Billu[image: External link], playing Bollywood superstar Sahir Khan—a fictionalised version of himself, wherein he performed musical item numbers[image: External link] with actresses Kareena Kapoor, Priyanka Chopra, and Deepika Padukone.[142] As head of the film's production company, Red Chillies, Khan made the call to change the title of the film from Billu Barber to Billu after hairdressers across the country complained that the word "barber" was derogatory. The company covered up the offending word on billboards that had already been installed with the original title.[143]
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 2010–present: My Name Is Khan and beyond




After refusing the role that subsequently went to Anil Kapoor[image: External link] in Danny Boyle[image: External link]'s Slumdog Millionaire[image: External link] (2008), Khan began shooting My Name Is Khan[image: External link] (2010), his fourth collaboration with director Karan Johar and his sixth with Kajol.[144] The film is based on a true story and set against the backdrop of perceptions of Islam after the 11 September attacks[image: External link]. Khan plays Rizwan Khan, a Muslim suffering from mild Asperger syndrome[image: External link] who sets out on a journey across America to meet the country's president, in a role that film scholar Stephen Teo sees as a "symbol of assertive rasa[image: External link] values" and another example of Khan representing NRI identity in global Bollywood.[145] To provide an accurate portrayal of a sufferer without disparagement, Khan spent several months researching his role by reading books, watching videos and talking to people affected by the condition.[146][147] Upon release, My Name is Khan became one of the highest grossing Bollywood films of all time outside India,[69][104] and earned Khan his eighth Filmfare Award for Best Actor,[54] equalling the record for the most wins in the category with actor Dilip Kumar.[148] Jay Wesissberg from Variety noted how Khan portrayed the Asperger's sufferer with "averted eyes, springy steps, [and] stuttered repetitions of memorized texts", believing it to have been a "standout performance sure to receive the Autism Society's gold seal of approval".[149]

In 2011, Khan starred alongside Arjun Rampal and Kareena Kapoor in Anubhav Sinha[image: External link]'s science fiction superhero film Ra.One[image: External link], his first work in this genre, as a favour to his children.[150] The film follows the story of a London-based videogame designer who creates a villainous character who escapes into the real world. It was billed as Bollywood's most expensive production; it had an estimated budget of ₹1.25 billion (US$19 million).[151][152] Despite negative media coverage of the film's box office performance, Ra.One was a financial success with a gross of ₹2.4 billion (US$37 million).[153][154] The film, and Khan's portrayal of a dual role, received mixed reviews; while most critics praised his performance as the robotic superhero G.One, they criticised his portrayal of the videogame designer Shekhar.[155] Khan's second release of 2011 was Don 2[image: External link], a sequel to Don (2006).[156] To prepare for his role, Khan exercised extensively and performed most of the stunts himself.[157] His performance earned him positive reviews from critics; Nikhat Kazmi[image: External link] of The Times of India said, "Shah Rukh remains in command and never loses his foothold, neither through the dramatic sequences nor through the action cuts".[158] The year's highest grossing Bollywood production abroad,[159][160] it was showcased at the 62nd Berlin International Film Festival[image: External link].[161]

Khan's only release in 2012 was Yash Chopra's last picture,[162] the drama Jab Tak Hai Jaan, which saw him once again in a romantic role, starring opposite Katrina Kaif[image: External link] and Anushka Sharma. CNN-IBN considered the overall performance by Khan to have been one of his finest to date, but believed that Khan's first screen kiss of his career with Katrina Kaif, twenty years his junior, was an awkward one.[87][163] Jab Tak Hai Jaan was a moderate financial success earning over ₹2.11 billion (US$33 million) worldwide.[164][165] The film was showcased at the 2012 Marrakech International Film Festival[image: External link] in Morocco, along with Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham..., Veer-Zaara, and Don 2.[166] At the following Zee Cine Awards[image: External link], Khan performed a tribute to the late Yash Chopra along with Kaif, Sharma, and several of Chopra's other past heroines.[167]

In 2013, Khan starred in Rohit Shetty[image: External link]'s action comedy Chennai Express[image: External link] for Red Chillies Entertainment, a film which earned mixed critical reviews and a fair amount of criticism for its perceived disparagement of South Indian culture, although the film included a tribute to Tamil cinema[image: External link] star Rajinikanth[image: External link].[168] The critic Khalid Mohamed thought that Khan overacted in the film and criticised him for "re-rendering every old trick in the acting book".[169] Despite the criticism, the film broke many box office records for Hindi films in both India and abroad, surpassing 3 Idiots[image: External link] to briefly become the highest grossing Bollywood film of all time[image: External link], with a gross of almost ₹4 billion (US$62 million) in worldwide ticket sales.[170][171] On 7 March 2013—a day before International Women's Day[image: External link]—The Times of India reported that Khan had requested a new convention with the name of his lead female co-stars appearing above his own in the credits. He claimed that the women in his life, including his co-stars, have been the reason for his success.[172] In 2014, the actor was featured in Farah Khan's ensemble comedy Happy New Year, which co-starred Deepika Padukone, Abhishek Bachchan and Boman Irani[image: External link]; his third collaboration with the director.[173] Although Khan's unidimensional character was criticised,[174] the film became a major commercial success grossing ₹3.8 billion (US$59 million) worldwide.[175][176][177]

Khan next appeared alongside Kajol, Varun Dhawan[image: External link] and Kriti Sanon[image: External link] in Rohit Shetty's comedy-drama Dilwale[image: External link] (2015). The film garnered negative reviews, though was financially profitable with a gross of ₹3.9 billion (US$61 million).[178] Namrata Joshi of The Hindu commented, "With Dilwale, Rohit Shetty goes hopelessly wrong despite much that he had at his disposal, including a power-packed cast and producer". Joshi also felt that the attempt to repackage Khan and Kajol had backfired.[179] He then took on dual parts of a superstar and his doppelgänger fan in Maneesh Sharma's thriller Fan (2016). Peter Bradshaw[image: External link] of The Guardian[image: External link] considered the film to be "exhausting, bizarre yet watchable" and thought that Khan was aptly "creepy" as the obsessive admirer.[180] The film underperformed at the box office, and trade journalists attributed this failure to the film's non-conformity to mainstream formula.[181] Later that year, Khan portrayed the supporting part of a therapist to an aspiring cinematographer (played by Alia Bhatt[image: External link]) in Gauri Shinde[image: External link]'s coming-of-age film Dear Zindagi[image: External link].[182]

In Rahul Dholakia[image: External link]'s crime-drama film Raees[image: External link] (2017), Khan took on the part of the titular anti-hero—a bootlegger turned mobster in 1980s Gujarat[image: External link]. In a typical mixed review, Pratim D. Gupta of The Telegraph[image: External link] thought Khan's performance to be "inconsistent, intense and power-packed at times, but often slipping out of character into his usual mix of stock mannerisms".[183] Commercially, the film was a modest success, earning over ₹2.6 billion (US$40 million) worldwide.[184]

Khan will next star in Imtiaz Ali[image: External link]'s Jab Harry Met Sejal[image: External link] opposite Anushka Sharma in August 2017.[185][186] He has also started filming for Aanand L Rai[image: External link]'s next project[image: External link] since May 2017.[187][188][189]
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 Other work
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 Film production and television hosting




Khan co-produced three films from 1999 to 2003 as a founding member of the partnership Dreamz Unlimited.[89] After the partnership was dissolved, he and Gauri restructured the company as Red Chillies Entertainment,[114] which includes divisions dealing with film and television production, visual effects, and advertising.[190] As of 2015, the company has produced or co-produced at least nine films.[191] Either Khan or Guari are usually given production credits, and he has appeared in most of the films, either in the lead role, or in a guest appearance. Khan was involved in several aspects of the making of Ra.One (2011). Aside from acting, he produced the film, volunteered to write the console game script, dubbed for it, oversaw its technical development, and wrote the digital comics based on the film's characters.[192][193] Khan has occasionally done playback singing[image: External link] for his films. In Josh (2000) he sang the popular song "Apun Bola Tu Meri Laila". He also sang in Don (2006) and Jab Tak Hai Jaan (2012).[194] For Always Kabhi Kabhi[image: External link] (2011), which was produced by Red Chillies, Khan participated in the lyrical composition.[195]

In addition to his early television serial appearances, Khan has hosted numerous televised awards shows, including the Filmfare, Zee Cine, and Screen Awards[image: External link].[196][197][198] In 2007, he replaced Amitabh Bachchan for one season as the host of Kaun Banega Crorepati[image: External link], the Indian version of Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?[image: External link],[199] and a year later, Khan began hosting Kya Aap Paanchvi Pass Se Tez Hain?[image: External link], the Indian version of Are You Smarter Than a 5th Grader?[image: External link].[200] In 2011, he returned to television, appearing on Imagine TV[image: External link]'s Zor Ka Jhatka: Total Wipeout[image: External link], the Indian version of Wipeout[image: External link]; scenes featuring Khan were shot at the Yash Raj Studios[image: External link] in Mumbai.[201] Contrary to his earlier television anchoring jobs, Zor Ka Jhatka: Total Wipeout performed poorly. It aired for only one season and became the lowest rated show hosted by a Bollywood star.[201]
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 Stage performances




Khan is a frequent stage performer and has participated in several world tours and concerts. In 1997, he performed in Asha Bhosle[image: External link]'s Moments in Time concert in Malaysia, and returned the following year to perform with Karisma Kapoor for the Shahrukh–Karisma: Live in Malaysia concert.[202] The same year, he participated in The Awesome Foursome world tour across the United Kingdom, Canada, and the United States along with Juhi Chawla, Akshay Kumar[image: External link] and Kajol, and resumed the tour in Malaysia the following year.[203][204] In 2002, Khan featured with Amitabh Bachchan, Aamir Khan[image: External link], Preity Zinta, and Aishwarya Rai[image: External link] in the show From India With Love at Manchester[image: External link]'s Old Trafford[image: External link] and London[image: External link]'s Hyde Park[image: External link]; the event was attended by more than 100,000 people.[205] Khan performed alongside Rani Mukherji, Arjun Rampal and Ishaa Koppikar[image: External link] in a 2010 concert at the Army Stadium in Dhaka[image: External link], Bangladesh.[206] The next year he joined Shahid Kapoor[image: External link] and Priyanka Chopra[image: External link] in the Friendship Concert, celebrating 150 years of India–South Africa friendship in Durban[image: External link], South Africa.[207]

Khan started an association with the "Temptations" series of concert tours by singing, dancing, and performing skits alongside Arjun Rampal, Priyanka Chopra, and other Bollywood stars in Temptations 2004, a stage show that toured 22 venues across the world.[208] The show played to 15,000 spectators at Dubai[image: External link]'s Festival City Arena.[209] In 2008, Khan set up Temptation Reloaded, a series of concerts that toured several countries, including the Netherlands.[210] Another tour was held with Bipasha Basu[image: External link] and others in 2012 in Jakarta[image: External link],[211] and in 2013 another series of concerts visited Auckland, Perth and Sydney.[212] In 2014, Khan performed in SLAM! The Tour in the US, Canada, and London,[213] and also hosted the Indian premiere of the live talent show, Got Talent World Stage Live.[214]
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 Ownership of IPL cricket team




In 2008, Khan, in partnership with Juhi Chawla and her husband Jay Mehta[image: External link], acquired ownership rights for the franchise representing Kolkata[image: External link] in the Twenty20[image: External link] cricket tournament Indian Premier League[image: External link] (IPL) for US$75.09 million, and named the team Kolkata Knight Riders[image: External link] (KKR).[215] As of 2009, KKR was one of the richest teams in the IPL, with a brand value of US$42.1 million.[216] The team performed poorly on the field during the first three years.[217] Their performance improved over time, and they became the champions in 2012[image: External link][217] and 2014[image: External link].[218]

Khan performed alongside Sunidhi Chauhan and Shriya Saran[image: External link] at the opening ceremony of the 2011 season, where they danced to Tamil songs.[219] He appeared again in 2013 alongside Katrina Kaif, Deepika Padukone and Pitbull[image: External link].[220] In May 2012, the Mumbai Cricket Association[image: External link] banned him from the Wankhede Stadium[image: External link] for five years for arguing with security guards and officials after a match between KKR and The Mumbai Indians[image: External link].[221] Khan later apologised to his fans after his team won the final match.[222]
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 In the media




Main article: Shah Rukh Khan in the media[image: External link]


Shah Rukh Khan receives a considerable amount of media coverage in India, and is often referred to as "King Khan", "The Baadshah[image: External link] of Bollywood", or "The King of Bollywood".[223][224][225] Anupama Chopra cites him as an "ever present celebrity", with two or three films a year, constantly running television ads, print ads and gigantic billboards lining the streets of Indian cities.[226] He is the object of a sometimes fanatical following, with a fan base estimated to exceed one billion.[227] In 2011 he was declared "the biggest movie star you've never heard of...perhaps the world's biggest movie star, period" by Steven Zeitchik of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link][d][229] and has been called the world's biggest movie star in other international media outlets.[6][223][229][230] According to a popularity survey, 3.2 billion people around the world know Shah Rukh Khan, more than who know Tom Cruise[image: External link].[4] Khan is one of the wealthiest celebrities in India, topping the Forbes India's "Celebrity 100 list" in 2012, 2013 and 2015.[231][232][233] He was named by Newsweek[image: External link] as one of their fifty most powerful people globally in 2008,[7][234] and his wealth has been estimated at US$400–600 million.[5][235] Khan owns several properties in India and abroad, including a GB£[image: External link]20 million apartment in London,[236] and a villa on the Palm Jumeirah[image: External link] in Dubai.[237]

Khan frequently appears on listings of the most popular, stylish and influential people in India. He has regularly featured among the top ten on The Times of India's list of the 50 most desirable men in India,[238][239] and in a 2007 poll by the magazine Eastern Eye[image: External link] he was named the sexiest man in Asia.[240] Khan is often referred to as "Brand SRK" by media organisations because of his many brand endorsement and entrepreneurship ventures.[241][242] He is one of the highest paid Bollywood endorsers and one of the most visible celebrities in television advertising, with up to a six per cent share of the television advertisement market.[243][244] Khan has endorsed brands including Pepsi[image: External link], Nokia[image: External link], Hyundai[image: External link], Dish TV[image: External link], D'decor[image: External link], LUX[image: External link] and TAG Heuer[image: External link].[244][245] Books have been published about him,[246][247] and his popularity has been documented in several non-fiction films, including the two-part documentary The Inner and Outer World of Shah Rukh Khan[image: External link] (2005),[248] and the Discovery Travel & Living[image: External link] channel's ten-part miniseries Living with a Superstar—Shah Rukh Khan (2010).[243] In 2007, Khan became the third Indian actor to have his wax statue installed at London's Madame Tussauds museum, after Aishwarya Rai and Amitabh Bachchan.[249][250] Additional versions of the statue were installed at Madame Tussauds' museums in Los Angeles, Hong Kong, New York and Washington.[251]

Khan has been brand ambassador of various governmental campaigns, including Pulse Polio[image: External link] and National AIDS Control Organisation[image: External link].[245] He is a member of the board of directors of Make-A-Wish Foundation[image: External link] in India,[252] and in 2011 he was appointed by UNOPS[image: External link] as the first global ambassador of the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council[image: External link].[253] He has recorded a series of public service announcements championing good health and proper nutrition, and joined India's Health Ministry and UNICEF[image: External link] in a nationwide child immunisation campaign.[254] In 2011, he received UNESCO[image: External link]'s Pyramide con Marni award for his charitable commitment to provide education for children, becoming the first Indian to win the accolade.[255] In 2014, Khan became the ambassador for Interpol's campaign "Turn Back Crime".[256] In 2015, Khan received a privileged degree from the University of Edinburgh[image: External link], Scotland[image: External link].[257]
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Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Shah Rukh Khan[image: External link]


Khan is one of the most decorated Bollywood actors.[54] He has received 14 Filmfare Awards from 30 nominations and special awards,[258][e] including eight for Best Actor; he is tied for the most in the category with Dilip Kumar.[148] Khan has won the Filmfare Best Actor award for Baazigar[image: External link] (1993), Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge (1995), Dil To Pagal Hai (1997), Kuch Kuch Hota Hai[image: External link] (1998), Devdas[image: External link] (2002), Swades[image: External link] (2004), Chak De! India (2007) and My Name Is Khan[image: External link] (2010). At times, he has garnered as many as three of the five total Filmfare Best Actor nominations.[59] Although he has never won a National Film Award[image: External link],[259] he was awarded the Padma Shri[image: External link] by the Government of India in 2005.[54] The Government of France has awarded him both the Ordre des Arts et des Lettres[image: External link] (2007),[260] and its highest civilian honour, the Légion d'honneur[image: External link] (2014).[261]
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 Footnotes






	
^ There was some confusion because Khan seemingly contradicted himself in an interview, saying that he was born and brought up in Mangalore[10] but he later confirmed his birthplace as Delhi, and that he was brought up in Mangalore for the first five years.[9]


	
^ Although she was reported to be the adopted daughter of Shah Nawaz Khan[image: External link], a major general in the Indian National Army[image: External link], the Indian Army[image: External link] denied those reports.[17] According to Khan, his father was related to Shah Nawaz.[18]


	
^ Chopra's 2007 book gave the date as 19 September 1980,[31] but in an interview in 2014 Khan said the date was 19 October 1981.[32]


	
^ Although Khan has an estimated worldwide fan base exceeding one billion, the bulk of his fan base, like numerous other Bollywood stars, is in Asia and Indian diaspora communities worldwide, whereas Zeitchik was writing for an American audience in the Los Angeles Times.[228]


	
^ Awards in certain categories come without a prior nomination.
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Andrea Guerra (composer)





Andrea Guerra is an Italian composer. He is noted for his film scores of Facing Windows[image: External link] (2003), Hotel Rwanda[image: External link] (2004), and The Pursuit of Happyness[image: External link] (2006).
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 Biography




Son of poet and screenwriter Tonino Guerra[image: External link], Andrea Guerra was born in October 1961 in the northern Italian town of Santarcangelo di Romagna[image: External link]. After studying composition and arrangement under maestro Ettore Ballotta, he moved to Rome where he began his career composing music for nature documentaries. In the succeeding years he wrote several film scores for directors the Ferzan Özpetek[image: External link], Roberto Faenza[image: External link], Giuseppe Bertolucci[image: External link], and others.

In 2015, he made his debut in Bollywood by composing the film score[image: External link] of the Dum Laga Ke Haisha.

In 2016, he composed the background score for the Shahrukh Khan-starrer Fan.[1]
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	Year
	Film
	Directed by
	Notes



	2017
	Niente di Serio
	Laszlo Barbo
	pre-production



	2016
	Fan
	Maneesh Sharma
	



	2015
	Dum Laga Ke Haisha
	Sharat Katariya[image: External link]
	



	2014
	Do You See Me?[image: External link]
	Riccardo Milani[image: External link]
	



	2014
	Amici come noi[image: External link]
	Enrico Lando
	



	2014
	Ad esempio
	Silvio Governi
	Short film



	2013
	The Medicine Seller
	Antonio Morabito
	



	2013
	How Strange to Be Named Federico[image: External link]
	Ettore Scola[image: External link]
	



	2013
	The Referee
	Paolo Zucca
	



	2013
	Bianca come il latte, rossa come il sangue
	Giacomo Campiotti[image: External link]
	



	2013
	Welcome Mr. President[image: External link]
	Riccardo Milani[image: External link]
	



	2013
	Volare - La grande storia di Domenico Modugno
	Riccardo Milani[image: External link]
	TV movie



	2012
	Playing for Keeps[image: External link]
	Gabriele Muccino[image: External link]
	



	2012
	Immaturi - Il viaggio
	Paolo Genovese[image: External link]
	



	2011
	Someday This Pain Will Be Useful to You[image: External link]
	Roberto Faenza[image: External link]
	



	2011
	Violetta
	Antonio Frazzi
	



	2011
	L'amore fa male[image: External link]
	Mirca Viola
	



	2011
	Amici miei - Come tutto ebbe inizio
	Neri Parenti[image: External link]
	



	2011
	Atelier Fontana - Le sorelle della moda[image: External link]
	Riccardo Milani[image: External link]
	TV movie



	2011
	The Immature[image: External link]
	Paolo Genovese[image: External link]
	



	2010
	Pope Pius XII
	Christian Duguay[image: External link]
	TV movie



	2010
	Goodbye Mr. Zeus!
	Carlo Sarti
	



	2010
	Letters to Juliet[image: External link]
	Gary Winick[image: External link]
	



	2010
	Genitori & figli:) - Agitare bene prima dell'uso
	Giovanni Veronesi[image: External link]
	



	2010
	Augustine: The Decline of the Roman Empire[image: External link]
	Christian Duguay[image: External link]
	TV movie



	2010
	Extraordinary Measures[image: External link]
	Tom Vaughan[image: External link]
	



	2009
	Nine[image: External link]
	Rob Marshall[image: External link]
	



	2009
	Top Secretaries
	Angelo Longoni
	TV movie



	2009
	Enrico Mattei: The Man who Looked to the Future
	Giorgio Capitani[image: External link]
	TV movie



	2009
	The Collegno Amnesiac
	Maurizio Zaccaro[image: External link]
	TV movie



	2008
	Dada's Dance[image: External link]
	Zhang Yuan[image: External link]
	



	2008
	Coco Chanel[image: External link]
	Christian Duguay[image: External link]
	TV movie



	2008
	BirdWatchers[image: External link]
	Marco Bechis[image: External link]
	



	2008
	Un giorno perfetto[image: External link]
	Ferzan Özpetek[image: External link]
	



	2008
	Pa-Ra-Da
	Marco Pontecorvo[image: External link]
	



	2008
	Tonino Guerra: A Poet in the Movies
	Nicola Tranquillino
	



	2008
	Heart of Fire[image: External link]
	Luigi Falorni
	



	2008
	Parlami d'amore[image: External link]
	Silvio Muccino[image: External link]
	



	2008
	The Accidental Husband[image: External link]
	Griffin Dunne[image: External link]
	



	2007
	Donkey Xote[image: External link]
	José Pozo
	



	2007
	The Man of Glass[image: External link]
	Stefano Incerti[image: External link]
	



	2007
	Caccia segreta
	Massimo Spano
	TV movie



	2006
	Il mio amico Babbo Natale 2
	Lucio Gaudino
	TV movie



	2006
	Olé
	Carlo Vanzina[image: External link]
	



	2006
	The Pursuit of Happyness[image: External link]
	Gabriele Muccino[image: External link]
	



	2006
	Mafalda of Savoy
	Maurizio Zaccaro[image: External link]
	TV movie



	2006
	The Goodbye Kiss[image: External link]
	Michele Soavi[image: External link]
	



	2005
	Il mio amico Babbo Natale
	Franco Amurri[image: External link]
	TV movie



	2005
	Il ritorno del Monnezza
	Carlo Vanzina[image: External link]
	



	2005
	Cuore Sacro[image: External link]
	Ferzan Özpetek[image: External link]
	



	2005
	Alla luce del sole[image: External link]
	Roberto Faenza[image: External link]
	



	2005
	Briciole
	Ilaria Cirino
	TV movie



	2004
	Tu la conosci Claudia?
	Massimo Venier
	



	2004
	Hotel Rwanda[image: External link]
	Terry George[image: External link]
	Co-composed with Rupert Gregson-Williams[image: External link] and Afro Celt Sound System[image: External link]



	2004
	Nero[image: External link]
	Paul Marcus[image: External link]
	TV movie



	2004
	Ogni volta che te ne vai
	Davide Cocchi
	



	2004
	What Will Happen to Us[image: External link]
	Giovanni Veronesi[image: External link]
	



	2004
	The Jokes[image: External link]
	Carlo Vanzina[image: External link]
	



	2003
	Io no
	Simona Izzo[image: External link] and Ricky Tognazzi[image: External link]
	



	2003
	Soraya
	Lodovico Gasparini
	TV movie



	2003
	Take Me Away
	Tonino Zangardi
	



	2003
	Il vestito da sposa
	Fiorella Infascelli[image: External link]
	



	2003
	The Dog, the General, and the Birds
	Francis Nielsen[image: External link]
	



	2003
	Past Perfect[image: External link]
	Maria Sole Tognazzi[image: External link]
	



	2003
	Facing Windows[image: External link]
	Ferzan Özpetek[image: External link]
	



	2003
	Un posto tranquillo
	Luca Manfredi
	TV movie



	2002
	La leggenda di Al, John e Jack
	Massimo Venier and Aldo, Giovanni & Giacomo[image: External link]
	



	2002
	I Am Emma[image: External link]
	Francesco Falaschi[image: External link]
	



	2002
	The Soul Keeper[image: External link]
	Roberto Faenza[image: External link]
	



	2002
	Angela[image: External link]
	Roberta Torre[image: External link]
	



	2002
	Respiro[image: External link]
	Emanuele Crialese[image: External link]
	



	2002
	La guerra è finita
	Lodovico Gasparini
	TV movie



	2002
	Semana santa[image: External link]
	Pepe Danquart
	



	2002
	The Angel's House
	Giuliana Gamba
	TV movie



	2002
	Appuntamento al buio
	Herbert Simone Paragnani
	Short film



	2001
	Belgrado Sling
	Riccardo Donna
	



	2001
	Empty Eyes[image: External link]
	Andrea Porporati
	



	2001
	Sailing Home
	Vincenzo Marra[image: External link]
	



	2001
	Ama il tuo nemico 2
	Damiano Damiani[image: External link]
	TV movie



	2001
	The Ignorant Fairies[image: External link]
	Ferzan Özpetek[image: External link]
	



	2001
	Una lunga notte
	Ilaria Cirino
	TV movie



	2001
	Lo strano caso del signor Kappa
	Fabrizio Lori
	



	2000
	Alice dalle 4 alle 5
	Jonathan Zarantonello
	Short film



	2000
	Qualcuno da amare
	Giuliana Gamba
	TV movie



	2000
	Medley - Brandelli di scuola
	Gionata Zarantonello
	



	2000
	First Light of Dawn[image: External link]
	Lucio Gaudino
	



	1999
	Indizio fatale
	Marcello Avallone
	TV movie



	1999
	The Protagonists
	Luca Guadagnino[image: External link]
	



	1998
	Femmina
	Giuseppe Ferlito[image: External link]
	



	1998
	Giochi d'equilibrio
	Amedeo Fago
	



	1998
	Men Behind Bars
	Giancarlo Planta
	



	1997
	Last Cut
	Marcello Avallone



	1997
	Il tocco - La sfida
	Enrico Coletti
	



	1996
	Gioco di squadra
	Claudio del Punta
	Short film



	1996
	Ulcera
	Mario De Candia
	Short film



	1995
	Afraid to Love
	Tonino Zangardi
	



	1994
	Italia Village
	Giancarlo Planta
	



	1994
	Troppo sole
	Giuseppe Bertolucci[image: External link]
	



	1994
	Honey Sweet Love...
	Enrico Coletti
	



	1992
	Narcos
	Giuseppe Ferrara[image: External link]
	



	1991
	Especially on Sunday[image: External link]
	Giuseppe Bertolucci[image: External link]
	



	1990
	Viaggio d'amore
	Ottavio Fabbri
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 Awards and nominations





	
European Film Awards[image: External link] 2005 - Best Composer (Hotel Rwanda[image: External link])

	
Golden Satellite Awards[image: External link] 2005 - Best Original Song ("Million Voices", from the movie Hotel Rwanda, written by Andrea Guerra, Wyclef Jean and Jerry 'Wonder' Duplessis )

	Apex Award 2005 - Best Original Song ("Million Voices[image: External link]")

	Ravello CineMusic 2004 - Best Original Song ("Che ne sarà di noi")

	
David di Donatello Awards[image: External link] 2003 - Best Composer (Facing Windows[image: External link])

	Globo d'oro 2003 - Best Soundtrack (Facing Windows)

	
Ciak d'oro[image: External link] 2003 - Best Soundtrack (Facing Windows)

	
Silver Ribbon[image: External link] 2003 - Best Song ("Gocce di memoria")

	Italian Music Award 2003 - Best Song ("Gocce di memoria")

	Italian Music Award 2003 - Best Arrangement ("Gocce di memoria")

	Nino Rota Prize 2003 for the artistic quality of works

	FIPA (International Festival of Audiovisual Programs) d'Or Biarritz 2003 - Best Soundtrack (La guerra è finita)

	
Flaiano Film Festival[image: External link] 2001 - Best Soundtrack (Le fate ignoranti)

	Italian Music Award 2001 - Best Soundtrack (Le fate ignoranti)

	
Grolla d'oro[image: External link] 2001 - best composer (Tornando a casa)

	Film Festival in Valencia 2001 - Best Soundtrack (Tornando a casa)
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 Nominations





	David di Donatello Awards 2008 - Best Original Song ("Tear Down These Houses")

	Grammy Awards 2005 - Best Song from the film ("Million Voices[image: External link]")

	Golden Globe 2005 - Best Original Song ("Million Voices")

	David di Donatello Awards 2005 - Best Soundtrack (Cuore sacro)

	David di Donatello Awards 2004 - Best Soundtrack (Che ne sarà di noi)

	Globo d'oro 2003 - Best Soundtrack (Prendimi l'anima)
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	Official website[image: External link]

	
Andrea Guerra[image: External link] at the Internet Movie Database
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Namrata Rao






Namrata Rao (born 1981) is an Indian[image: External link] film editor[image: External link], who works in Hindi cinema, where starting with Oye Lucky! Lucky Oye![image: External link] (2008), she edited films like Ishqiya[image: External link] (2010), Band Baaja Baaraat (2010) and Kahaani[image: External link] (2012).[1] She is most famous for editing and acting in the film Love Sex Aur Dhokha[image: External link] (2010) for which she received the Filmfare Award for Best Editing[image: External link] in 2011. She received National Film Award for Best Editing[image: External link] and Filmfare Award for Best Editing[image: External link] for the critically acclaimed Kahaani[image: External link] (2012).
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 Early life and education




Born to a middle-class family in Delhi, she obtained a degree in IT, but left the field to pursue film.[2]
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 Career




She started her career as a graphic designer, also worked with NDTV[image: External link] for a while, before deciding to study film making at Satyajit Ray Film and Television Institute[image: External link], Kolkata.[2][3]
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 Filmography





	
Baba Black Beard (Short, 2006)

	
I'm The Very Beautiful! (Documentary, 2006)

	
Mila Kya? (Documentary, 2007)

	
Three Blind Men (Documentary, 2007)

	
Oye Lucky! Lucky Oye![image: External link] (2008)

	
Dahleez Paar (Documentary, 2008)

	
Ishqiya[image: External link] (2010)

	
Love Sex Aur Dhokha[image: External link] (2010)

	
Band Baaja Baaraat (2010)

	
Ladies vs Ricky Bahl (2011)

	
Kahaani[image: External link] (2012)

	
Life Ki Toh Lag Gayi[image: External link] (2012)

	
Shanghai[image: External link] (2012)

	
Jab Tak Hai Jaan (2012)

	
Shuddh Desi Romance (2013)

	
2 States[image: External link] (2014)

	
Titli (2014)

	
Katiyabaaz[image: External link] (Documentary, 2014)

	
Ahalya[image: External link] (Short, 2015)

	
Detective Byomkesh Bakshy![image: External link] (2015)

	
Dum Laga Ke Haisha (2015)

	
Fan (2016)

	
Kahaani 2[image: External link] (2016)

	
Befikre (2016)
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 Awards






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Film



	2012[image: External link]
	National Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Kahaani[image: External link] [4]



	2011[image: External link]
	Filmfare Awards[image: External link]
	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Love Sex aur Dhokha[image: External link] [5]



	2013[image: External link]
	Kahaani[image: External link]



	2011[image: External link]
	IIFA Awards[image: External link]
	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Band Baaja Baaraat [6]



	2013[image: External link]
	Kahaani[image: External link]



	2011
	Colors Screen Awards[image: External link]
	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Band Baaja Baaraat



	2013
	Kahaani[image: External link]



	2013[image: External link]
	Zee Cine Awards[image: External link]
	Best Editing[image: External link]



	2013
	Times of India Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Editing
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Yash Raj Films






Yash Raj Films (YRF) is India's foremost multi-national movie, media and entertainment conglomerate, established by Yash Chopra, an Indian film director and producer who was considered an entertainment mogul[image: External link] in India.[1] His elder son Aditya Chopra took charge of the studio in 1995 and he started directing, writing & producing multiple movies under the YRF banner.[2][3][4]
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 Initial years




Yash Chopra started out as an assistant to his elder brother, B.R.Chopra[image: External link], and went on to direct five films for his brother's banner - B.R.Films - each of which proved to be a significant milestone in his development as a director. These were Dhool Ka Phool[image: External link] (1959), Dharmputra[image: External link] (1961), Waqt[image: External link] (1965), Ittefaq[image: External link] (1969) and Aadmi Aur Insaan[image: External link] (1969). He has wielded the baton, additionally, for 4 films made by other film companies - Joshila[image: External link] (1973), Deewaar[image: External link] (1975), Trishul[image: External link] (1978) and Parampara[image: External link] (1993).

Out of the films 52 produced by YRF till 2012, Yash Chopra directed only 13 films.

Darr (1993), Dil To Pagal Hai (1997), Veer-Zaara (2004) and Jab Tak Hai Jaan (2012) were his latter movies and all of them featured Shah Rukh Khan. Khan has played the lead role in nine movies produced by Yash Raj Films and remains their most illustrious collaborator, most of them directed by Yash Chopra or his son Aditya Chopra.
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 The corporation of Yash Raj Films




Yash Raj Films has launched its own music label called Yash Raj Music and markets and distributes DVDs, Audio CDs and VCDs under the Yash Raj Films Home Entertainment label. YRF Home Entertainment has acquired the rights for classic films created by Raj Kapoor[image: External link] and his production company R.K. Films, as well as B.R. Chopra and his production company B.R. Films. In 2006, Yash Raj Films unveiled its new film studio. Since 2007, it has sold its music in digital format through the site along with DVDs and audio CDs. It has also started selling its music on iTunes. In May 2007, it linked with The Walt Disney Company to co-produce animated movies in India.[5]

In 2004, The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] placed Yash Raj Films at number 27 in a survey of the "Biggest Film Distribution Houses" in the world; it is India[image: External link]'s biggest production company as of 2006.[citation needed[image: External link]] Yash Raj Films has launched its own merchandise label called YRF Merchandise which offers a range of products embellished with pictures and posters from Yash Raj Films like Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi, Band Baaja Baraat[image: External link].
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 Subsidiaries of YRF





	YRF Studios

	YRF Production

	YRF Distribution[image: External link]

	YRF Marketing

	YRF Music

	YRF Home Video

	YRF Television[image: External link]

	YRF Entertainment[image: External link]

	
yFX VFX Studio [6]


	YRF Talent

	YRF Licensing

	YRF Merchandising

	YRF Brand Partnerships

	YRF Digital

	YRF U.S.A

	YRF U.K.

	YRF UAE

	YRF South

	
Aditya Films [7]


	
First Step Productions [8]


	YRF Store

	
Y-Films, a production house created in April 2011 to provide a platform for young talent and innovative marketing.

	Yomics World[image: External link]

	
Diva'ni, India's first Bollywood inspired fashion label [9]
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 Offices




In India, YRF has a newtwork of distribution offices in Mumbai, Delhi, Jalandhar[image: External link], Jaipur[image: External link], Amravati[image: External link], Indore[image: External link], Bengaluru[image: External link], Hyderabad[image: External link], Kolkata[image: External link], Chennai[image: External link] and Kochi[image: External link]. Internationally, there are offices in the United Kingdom[image: External link], the United States of America[image: External link], and the United Arab Emirates[image: External link].[10]
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 Films produced and distributed by Yash Raj Films




Main article: List of films released by Yash Raj Films[image: External link]
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This article is about Modern Standard Hindi. For other uses, see Hindi (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Not to be confused with Hindi belt[image: External link] or Hindu[image: External link].

Hindi ( Devanagari[image: External link]: हिन्दी[image: External link], IAST[image: External link]: Hindī), or Modern Standard Hindi ( Devanagari[image: External link]: मानक हिन्दी, IAST[image: External link]: Mānak Hindī) is a standardised[image: External link] and Sanskritised[image: External link] register[image: External link][7] of the Hindustani language[image: External link].

Along with the English language[image: External link], Hindi written in the Devanagari script[image: External link] is the official language[image: External link] of the Government of India[image: External link].[8] It is also one of the 22 scheduled languages of the Republic of India[image: External link].[9]

Hindi is the lingua franca[image: External link] of the so-called Hindi belt[image: External link] in India. Outside India, it is an official language which is known as Fiji Hindi[image: External link] in Fiji[image: External link], and is a recognised regional language in Mauritius[image: External link], Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link], Guyana[image: External link], and Suriname[image: External link].[10][11][12][13]

Hindi is the fourth most-spoken first language[image: External link] in the world, after Mandarin[image: External link], Spanish[image: External link] and English[image: External link].[14]



TOP
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Part XVII of the Indian Constitution deals with Official Language. Under Article 343, official language of the Union has been prescribed, which includes Hindi in Devanagari script and English.

Gujarat High Court, in 2010, has observed that there was nothing on record to suggest that any provision has been made or order issued declaring Hindi as a national language of India.[15]

Article 343 of the Indian constitution states

(1) The official language of the Union shall be Hindi in Devanagari[image: External link] script. The form of numerals to be used for the official purposes of the Union shall be the international form of Indian numerals.[10]

(2) Notwithstanding anything in clause (1), for a period of fifteen years from the commencement of this Constitution, the English language shall continue to be used for all the official purposes of the Union for which it was being used immediately before such commencement: Provided that the President may, during the said period, by order authorize the use of the Hindi language in addition to the English language and of the Devanagari form of numerals in addition to the international form of Indian numerals for any of the official purposes of the Union[16]

Article 351 of the Indian constitution[image: External link] states


It shall be the duty of the Union to promote the spread of the Hindi language, to develop it so that it may serve as a medium of expression for all the elements of the composite culture of India and to secure its enrichment by assimilating without interfering with its genius, the forms, style and expressions used in Hindustani and in the other languages of India specified in the Eighth Schedule, and by drawing, wherever necessary or desirable, for its vocabulary, primarily on Sanskrit and secondarily on other languages.[7]



It was envisioned that Hindi would become the sole working language of the Union Government by 1965 (per directives in Article 344 (2) and Article 351),[17] with state governments being free to function in the language of their own choice. However, widespread resistance to the imposition of Hindi on non-native speakers, especially in South India[image: External link] (such as the those in Tamil Nadu[image: External link]), Maharashtra[image: External link], Andhra Pradesh[image: External link] and West Bengal[image: External link], led to the passage of the Official Languages Act of 1963, which provided for the continued use of English indefinitely for all official purposes, although the constitutional directive for the Union Government to encourage the spread of Hindi was retained and has strongly influenced its policies.[18]

At the state level, Hindi is the official language of the following Indian states: Bihar[image: External link], Chhattisgarh[image: External link], Haryana[image: External link], Himachal Pradesh[image: External link], Jharkhand[image: External link], Madhya Pradesh[image: External link], Rajasthan[image: External link], Uttar Pradesh[image: External link], and Uttarakhand[image: External link]. Each may also designate a "co-official language"; in Uttar Pradesh, for instance, depending on the political formation in power, this language is generally Urdu[image: External link]. Similarly, Hindi is accorded the status of official language in the following Union Territories[image: External link]: Andaman & Nicobar Islands[image: External link], Chandigarh[image: External link], Dadra & Nagar Haveli[image: External link], Daman & Diu[image: External link], National Capital Territory[image: External link].

National language status for Hindi is a long-debated theme. An Indian court clarified that Hindi is not the national language of India because the constitution does not mention it as such.[19]
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 Outside India




Outside Asia[image: External link], Hindi is an official language in Fiji[image: External link] as per the 1997 Constitution of Fiji,[20] where it referred to it as "Hindustani", however in the 2013 Constitution of Fiji[image: External link], it is simply called "Hindi".[21] It is spoken by 380,000 people in Fiji[image: External link].[22]

Hindi is also spoken by a large population of Madheshis[image: External link] (people having roots in north-India but have migrated to Nepal over hundreds of years) of Nepal[image: External link]. Apart from specialized vocabulary[image: External link], Hindi is mutually intelligible[image: External link] with Standard Urdu[image: External link], another recognized register of Hindustani. Hindi is quite easy to understand for some Pakistanis[image: External link], who speak Urdu[image: External link], which, like Hindi, is part of Hindustani. Apart from this, Hindi is spoken by the large Indian diaspora[image: External link] which hails from, or has its origin from the "Hindi Belt[image: External link]" of India[image: External link]. A substantially large North Indian diaspora lives in countries like The United States of America[image: External link], the United Kingdom[image: External link], Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link], Guyana[image: External link], Suriname[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link], Fiji[image: External link] and Mauritius[image: External link], where it is natively spoken at home and among their own Hindustani-speaking communities. Outside India[image: External link], Hindi speakers are 8 million in Nepal[image: External link]; 649,000 in United States of America[image: External link];[23] 450,170 in Mauritius[image: External link]; 380,000 in Fiji[image: External link];[22] 250,292 in South Africa[image: External link]; 150,000 in Suriname[image: External link];[24] 100,000 in Uganda[image: External link]; 45,800 in United Kingdom[image: External link];[25] 20,000 in New Zealand; 20,000 in Germany[image: External link]; 16,000 in Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link];[24] 3,000 in Singapore[image: External link].
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 History




Further information: History of Hindustani[image: External link]


Like other Indo-Aryan languages, Hindi is considered to be a direct descendant of an early form of Sanskrit[image: External link], through Sauraseni Prakrit[image: External link] and Śauraseni Apabhraṃśa[image: External link]. It has been influenced by Dravidian languages[image: External link], Turkic languages[image: External link], Persian[image: External link], Arabic, Portuguese[image: External link] and English[image: External link].[26] Hindi emerged as Apabhramsha[image: External link] ( Sanskrit[image: External link]: अपभ्रंश; corruption or corrupted speech), a vernacular form of Prakrit[image: External link], in the 7th century A.D.[27] Standard Hindi is based on the Khariboli dialect[image: External link],[27] the vernacular of Delhi and the surrounding region. Urdu[image: External link] – another form of Hindustani – acquired linguistic prestige[image: External link] in the later Mughal period[image: External link] (1800s). In the late 19th century, a movement to develop Hindi as a standardised form of Hindustani separate from Urdu took form. In 1881, Bihar[image: External link] accepted Hindi as its sole official language, replacing Urdu, and thus became the first state of India to adopt Hindi.[28]

After independence, the government of India instituted the following conventions:[original research?[image: External link]]


	standardisation of grammar: In 1954, the Government of India set up a committee to prepare a grammar of Hindi; The committee's report was released in 1958 as A Basic Grammar of Modern Hindi.

	standardisation of the orthography, using the Devanagari[image: External link] script, by the Central Hindi Directorate of the Ministry of Education and Culture to bring about uniformity in writing, to improve the shape of some Devanagari characters, and introducing diacritics to express sounds from other languages.



The Constituent Assembly adopted Hindi as an official language of India[image: External link] on 14 September 1949.[29] Now, it is celebrated as Hindi Day[image: External link].
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 Comparison with Modern Standard Urdu




See also: Hindi–Urdu controversy[image: External link], Hindustani phonology[image: External link], and Hindustani grammar[image: External link]


Linguistically[image: External link], Hindi and Urdu[image: External link] are two registers of the same language.[30] Hindi is written in the Devanagari[image: External link] script and uses more Sanskrit[image: External link] words, whereas Urdu[image: External link] is written in the Perso-Arabic[image: External link] script and uses more Arabic and Persian words. Hindi is the most commonly used official language in India. Urdu[image: External link] is the national language[image: External link] and lingua franca[image: External link] of Pakistan[image: External link] and is one of 22 official languages of India[image: External link].
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 Script




See also: Devanagari[image: External link]


Hindi is written in the Devanagari script, an abugida[image: External link]. Devanagari consists of 11 vowels[image: External link] and 33 consonants[image: External link] and is written from left to right.
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 Romanization




Main article: Devanagari transliteration[image: External link]


The Government of India[image: External link] uses Hunterian transliteration[image: External link] as its official system of writing Hindi in the Latin script. Various other systems also exist, such as IAST[image: External link], ITRANS[image: External link] and ISO 15919[image: External link].
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 Vocabulary




Further information: Hindustani etymology[image: External link] and List of Sanskrit and Persian roots in Hindi[image: External link]


Traditionally, Hindi words are divided into five principal categories according to their etymology:


	
Tatsam[image: External link] (तत्सम "same as that") words: These are words which are spelled the same in Hindi as in Sanskrit (except for the absence of final case inflections).[31] They include words inherited from Sanskrit via Prakrit[image: External link] which have survived without modification (e.g. Hindi नाम nām / Sanskrit नाम nāma, "name"; Hindi कर्म karm / Sanskrit कर्म karma, "deed, action; karma[image: External link]"),[32] as well as forms borrowed directly from Sanskrit in more modern times (e.g. प्रार्थना prārthanā, "prayer").[33] Pronunciation, however, conforms to Hindi norms and may differ from that of classical Sanskrit. Amongst nouns, the tatsam word could be the Sanskrit non-inflected word-stem, or it could be the nominative singular form in the Sanskrit nominal declension.

	
Ardhatatsam (अर्धतत्सम "semi-tatsama") words: Such words are typically earlier loanwords from Sanskrit which have undergone sound changes subsequent to being borrowed. (e.g. Hindi सूरज sūraj from Sanskrit सूर्य surya)

	
Tadbhav[image: External link] (तद्भव "born of that") words: These are native Hindi words derived from Sanskrit after undergoing phonological rules (e.g. Sanskrit कर्म karma, "deed" becomes Pali[image: External link] कम्म kamma, and eventually Hindi काम kām, "work") and are spelled differently from Sanskrit.[31]


	
Deshaj (देशज) words: These are words that were not borrowings but do not derive from attested Indo-Aryan words either. Belonging to this category are onomatopoetic[image: External link] words or ones borrowed from local non- Indo-Aryan[image: External link] languages.

	
Videshī (विदेशी "foreign") words: These include all loanwords[image: External link] from non-indigenous languages. The most frequent source languages in this category are Persian[image: External link], Arabic, English[image: External link] and Portuguese[image: External link]. Examples are कमेटी kameṭī from English committee and साबुन sābun "soap" from Arabic.
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 Sanskrit




Much of Modern Standard Hindi's vocabulary is derived from Sanskrit, either as native tadbhav words or tatsam borrowings from Sanskrit, especially in technical and academic fields. The Hindi standard, from which much of the Persian, Arabic and English vocabulary has been replaced by neologisms[image: External link] compounding tatsam words, is called Shuddh Hindi (pure Hindi), and is viewed as a more prestigious dialect over other more colloquial forms of Hindi.

Excessive use of tatsam words creates problems for native speakers. They may have Sanskrit consonant clusters which do not exist in native Hindi. The educated class of India may be able to pronounce such words, but others have difficulty.
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 Persian




Hindi also features significant Persian[image: External link] influence, standardised from spoken Hindustani[image: External link].[34][ page needed[image: External link]]
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 Arabic




Arabic also shows influence in Hindi, often via Persian but sometimes directly.[35]
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 Media
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 Literature




Main article: Hindi literature[image: External link]


Hindi literature is broadly divided into four prominent forms or styles, being Bhakti[image: External link] (devotional – Kabir[image: External link], Raskhan[image: External link]); Shringar (beauty – Keshav[image: External link], Bihari[image: External link]); Virgatha (extolling brave warriors); and Adhunik (modern).

Medieval Hindi literature is marked by the influence of Bhakti[image: External link] movement and the composition of long, epic poems. It was primarily written in other varieties of Hindi[image: External link], particularly Avadhi[image: External link] and Braj Bhasha[image: External link], but also in Khariboli[image: External link]. During the British Raj[image: External link], Hindustani[image: External link] became the prestige dialect. Hindustani with heavily Sanskritised[image: External link] vocabulary or Sahityik Hindi (Literary Hindi) was popularised by the writings of Swami Dayananda Saraswati[image: External link], Bhartendu Harishchandra[image: External link] and others. The rising numbers of newspapers and magazines made Hindustani popular with the educated people.

Chandrakanta[image: External link], written by Devaki Nandan Khatri[image: External link] in 1888, is considered the first authentic work of prose in modern Hindi.[36] The person who brought realism in the Hindi prose literature was Munshi Premchand[image: External link], who is considered as the most revered figure in the world of Hindi fiction and progressive movement.

The Dwivedi Yug ("Age of Dwivedi") in Hindi literature lasted from 1900 to 1918. It is named after Mahavir Prasad Dwivedi[image: External link], who played a major role in establishing the Modern Hindi language in poetry and broadening the acceptable subjects of Hindi poetry from the traditional ones of religion and romantic love.

In the 20th century, Hindi literature saw a romantic upsurge. This is known as Chhayavaad[image: External link] (shadowism) and the literary figures belonging to this school are known as Chhayavaadi. Jaishankar Prasad[image: External link], Suryakant Tripathi 'Nirala'[image: External link], Mahadevi Varma[image: External link] and Sumitranandan Pant[image: External link], are the four major Chhayavaadi poets.

Uttar Adhunik is the post-modernist period of Hindi literature, marked by a questioning of early trends that copied the West as well as the excessive ornamentation of the Chhayavaadi[image: External link] movement, and by a return to simple language and natural themes.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Internet




The Hindi Wikipedia[image: External link] was the first Indic-language wiki to reach 100,000 articles.
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 Sample text




See also: Urdu § Sample text[image: External link]


The following is a sample text in High Hindi, of the Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights[image: External link] (by the United Nations):


	Hindi

	अनुच्छेद 1 (एक) – सभी मनुष्यों को गौरव और अधिकारों के विषय में जन्मजात स्वतन्त्रता और समानता प्राप्त हैं। उन्हें बुद्धि और अन्तरात्मा की देन प्राप्त है और परस्पर उन्हें भाईचारे के भाव से बर्ताव करना चाहिए।




	Transliteration ( IAST[image: External link])

	Anucched 1 (ek) – Sabhī manuṣyõ ko gaurav aur adhikārõ ke viṣay mẽ janmajāt svatantratā aur samāntā prāpt hai. Unhẽ buddhi aur antarātmā kī den prāpt hai aur paraspar unhẽ bhāīcāre ke bhāv se bartāv karnā cāhie.




	Transcription ( IPA[image: External link])

	[ənʊtʃʰːeːd̪ eːk | səbʱiː mənʊʃjõː koː ɡɔːɾəʋ ɔːr əd̪ʱɪkaːɾõ keː maːmleː mẽː dʒənmədʒaːt̪ sʋət̪ənt̪ɾət̪aː ɔːr səmaːntaː pɾaːpt̪ hɛː ‖ ʊnʱẽ bʊd̪ʱːɪ ɔːɾ ənt̪əɾaːt̪maː kiː d̪eːn pɾaːpt̪ hɛː ɔːɾ pəɾəspəɾ ʊnʱẽː bʱaːiːtʃaːɾeː keː bʱaːʋ seː bəɾt̪aːʋ kəɾnə tʃaːhɪeː ‖]




	Gloss (word-to-word)

	Article 1 (one) – All human-beings to dignity and rights' matter in from-birth freedom and equality acquired is. Them to reason and conscience's endowment acquired is and always them to brotherhood's spirit with behaviour to do should.




	Translation (grammatical)

	Article 1 – All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.
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 See also





	
Hindi Divas[image: External link] – the official day to celebrate Hindi as a language.

	
Hindustani language[image: External link] (covers phonology, grammar, and orthography)

	Anti-Hindi agitations of Tamil Nadu[image: External link]

	List of Sanskrit and Persian roots in Hindi[image: External link]

	
Languages of India and Languages with official status in India[image: External link]


	List of languages by number of native speakers in India[image: External link]

	The list of Hindi words[image: External link] at Wiktionary[image: External link], the free dictionary

	List of English words of Hindi or Urdu origin[image: External link]

	World Hindi Secretariat[image: External link]
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Psychological Thriller






Psychological thriller is a thriller[image: External link] story which emphasizes the unstable psychological states of its characters. In terms of classification, the category is a subgenre[image: External link] of the broader ranging thriller category,[1] with similarities to Gothic[image: External link] and detective[image: External link] fiction in the sense of sometimes having a "dissolving sense of reality", moral ambiguity, and complex and tortured relationships between obsessive and pathological characters.[2] Psychological thrillers often incorporate elements of or overlap with mystery[image: External link], drama[image: External link], action[image: External link] and horror[image: External link] (particularly psychological horror[image: External link]). They are usually books or films.
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 Definition




Peter Hutchings states that varied films have been labeled psychological thrillers, but that it usually refers to "narratives with domesticated settings in which action is suppressed and where thrills are provided instead via investigations of the psychologies of the principal characters."[3] A distinguishing characteristic of a psychological thriller is a marked emphasis on the mental states of its characters: their perceptions, thoughts, distortions, and general struggle to grasp reality.[4] According to director John Madden[image: External link], psychological thrillers focus on story, character development, choice, and moral conflict; fear and anxiety drive the psychological tension in unpredictable ways. Madden stated that their lack of spectacle and strong emphasis on character have caused them to decline in popularity in Hollywood.[5] Psychological thrillers are suspenseful by exploiting uncertainty over characters' motives, honesty, and how they see the world.[6] Films can also cause discomfort in audiences by privileging them with information that they wish to share with the characters; guilty characters may suffer similar distress by virtue of their knowledge.[4] James N. Frey[image: External link] instead defines psychological thrillers as a style, rather than a subgenre; Frey states that good thrillers focus on the psychology of their antagonists and build suspense slowly through ambiguity.[7] Creators and/or film distributors or publishers who seek to distance themselves from the negative connotations of horror often categorize their work as a psychological thriller.[8] The same situation can occur when critics label a work to be a psychological thriller in order to elevate its perceived literary value.[7]
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 Literary devices and techniques





	
Plot twist[image: External link] – Films such as Psycho[image: External link] and The Skeleton Key[image: External link] have advertised the fact that they contain plot twists and asked audiences to refrain from revealing spoilers. Psychological thrillers with poorly received plot twists, such as The Village[image: External link], have suffered in the box office.[9]


	
Unreliable narrator[image: External link] – Andrew Taylor[image: External link] identifies the unreliable narrator as a common literary device used in psychological thrillers and traces it back to Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link]'s influence on the genre. Criminal insanity may be explored as a theme.[10]


	
MacGuffin[image: External link] – Alfred Hitchcock pioneered the concept of the MacGuffin, a goal or item that helps to move the plot. The MacGuffin is frequently only vaguely defined, and it can be used to increase suspense[image: External link].[11]
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Many psychological thrillers have emerged over the past years, all in various media (film, literature, radio, etc.). Despite these very different forms of representation, general trends have appeared throughout the narratives. Some of these consistent themes include:[4]


	Reality[image: External link]

	Perception[image: External link]

	Mind[image: External link]

	
Existence[image: External link]/ Purpose[image: External link]


	Identity[image: External link]

	Death[image: External link]



In psychological thrillers, characters often battle their own minds: they attempt to determine what is real, who they are, and what life's purpose is. Amnesia is a common plot device[image: External link] used to explore these questions. Character may be threatened with death, be forced to deal with the deaths of others, or fake their own deaths.[4] Psychological thrillers can be complex, and reviewers may recommend a second or third viewing to "decipher its secrets."[12] Common elements may include stock characters[image: External link], such as a hardboiled detective[image: External link] and serial killer[image: External link], involved in a cat and mouse[image: External link] game.[13] Sensation novels[image: External link], examples of early psychological thrillers, were considered to be socially irresponsible due to their themes of sex and violence. These novels, among others, were inspired by the exploits of real-life detective Jack Whicher[image: External link].[14] Water, especially floods, is frequently used to represent the unconscious mind, such as in What Lies Beneath[image: External link] and In Dreams[image: External link].[15] Psychological thrillers may not always be concerned with plausibility. Peter Hutchings defines the giallo[image: External link], an Italian subgenre of psychological thrillers, as violent murder mysteries that focus on style and spectacle over rationality.[16] According to Peter B. Flint of The New York Times[image: External link], detractors of Alfred Hitchcock accused him of "relying on slick tricks, illogical story lines and wild coincidences".[17]
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Brad Anderson[image: External link] – Ethan Anderton of firstshowing.net describes Anderson's psychological thrillers as "unique" and covering the theme of memory loss.[18]


	
Dario Argento[image: External link] – Italian director known for his cult films[image: External link] in giallo[image: External link], horror, and psychological thrillers. He is often referred to as "the Italian Hitchcock".[19]


	
Darren Aronofsky[image: External link] – Frequently covers themes of madness, pursuit of perfection, and psychology.[20][21]


	
Park Chan-wook[image: External link] – Korean director who explored the genre in his "vengeance trilogy" (Sympathy for Mr. Vengeance[image: External link], Oldboy[image: External link] and Sympathy for Lady Vengeance[image: External link]) and Stoker[image: External link].[22]


	
David Cronenberg[image: External link] – Philip French[image: External link] states that Cronenberg is a "prime exponent" of a subgenre of psychological thrillers, body horror[image: External link]: "stories of terror involving parasites, metamorphoses, diseases, decomposition and physical wounds".[23]


	
Brian De Palma[image: External link] – Called a cineaste by Vincent Canby[image: External link], de Palma is known for his psychological thrillers and horror films influenced by Alfred Hitchcock.[24]


	
David Fincher[image: External link] – Dark and ominous thrillers that focus on the psychology of men, as in Se7en[image: External link], The Game[image: External link], Fight Club[image: External link], Gone Girl[image: External link] and Zodiac[image: External link].[25]


	
Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link] – Hitchcock often applied Freudian[image: External link] concepts to his thrillers, as in Rebecca[image: External link], Spellbound[image: External link], Vertigo[image: External link], Psycho[image: External link], Marnie[image: External link] and Rear Window[image: External link].[26]


	
David Lynch[image: External link] – His surreal films have inspired the descriptor "Lynchian", which Jeff Jensen of Entertainment Weekly[image: External link] defines as "bizarrely banal, or just plain trippy."[27]


	
Christopher Nolan[image: External link] – British-American director whose films deal with the mind, memory, and the line between fantasy and reality.[28]


	
Roman Polanski[image: External link] – Described as a "world class director" by Sheila Johnston of The Independent, she states that his reputation was established by his "superb early psychological thrillers".[29]


	
M. Night Shyamalan[image: External link] – Indian-American director known for making psychological thrillers that often have a twist ending[image: External link] in them.[9]


	
Martin Scorsese[image: External link]- American director known for landmark[image: External link] psychological thrillers such as Cape Fear[image: External link] and Shutter Island[image: External link].

	
Satoshi Kon[image: External link] – Japanese anime director known for making psychological thrillers, such as Perfect Blue[image: External link], Paranoia Agent[image: External link], Millennium Actress[image: External link] and Paprika[image: External link].[30]


	
Hideaki Anno[image: External link] - Japanese anime director whose best known work, Neon Genesis Evangelion[image: External link], delves into heavy psychological themes in its latter half.[31]
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Heavy Rain[image: External link] – Time[image: External link] called Heavy Rain a combination of Choose Your Own Adventure[image: External link] and psychological thriller in which players hunt down a serial killer.[32]


	
Alan Wake[image: External link] - Combines psychological thriller with shooter game[image: External link].[33]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film




Main article: List of thriller films[image: External link]
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 Television





	
Damages[image: External link][34]


	
Dexter[image: External link][35]


	
Dollhouse[image: External link][36]


	
Exile[image: External link][37]


	
The Following[image: External link][38]


	
Hannibal[image: External link][39]


	
Homeland[image: External link][40]


	
Mad Dogs[image: External link][41]


	
Mr. Robot[image: External link][42]


	
Jessica Jones[image: External link][43]
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 Literature





	
Jonathan Kellerman[image: External link] – The Baltimore Sun[image: External link] described Kellerman's Alex Delaware[image: External link] novels as "taut psychological thriller[s]".[44]


	
Henry James[image: External link] – Known for The Turn of the Screw[image: External link] and other horror stories.[10]


	
Nicci French[image: External link] – The pseudonym[image: External link] of husband-and-wife team Nicci Gerrard and Sean French, authors of eleven best-selling psychological thrillers.[45]


	
Stephen King[image: External link] – John Levesque of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer[image: External link] called Stephen King a "master of the psychological thriller".[46]


	
Minette Walters[image: External link] – The Sun-Sentinel[image: External link] stated that Walters has a gained a cult following[image: External link] for her "dark, well-constructed psychological thrillers."[47]


	
Patricia Highsmith[image: External link] – Reuters[image: External link] described her psychological thrillers as "intricately plotted" which existed in a "claustrophobic and irrational world".[48]


	
Humayun Ahmed[image: External link] – Known for a series of Bengali psychological thrillers based on a professor of psychology named Misir Ali[image: External link], which The Daily Star[image: External link] called unique in Bengali literature.[49]
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Delhi






"National Capital Territory" redirects here. For the generic term, see Capital districts and territories[image: External link].

Not to be confused with New Delhi[image: External link], the capital of India, located entirely within the city of Delhi.

For other uses, see Delhi (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Delhi (/'deli /[image: External link], Hindustani pronunciation:  [d̪ɪlliː][image: External link] Dilli), officially the National Capital Territory of Delhi or NCT, is a city and a union territory[image: External link] of India[image: External link].[13][14] It is bordered by Haryana[image: External link] on three sides and by Uttar Pradesh[image: External link] to the east. The NCT covers an area of 1,484 square kilometres (573 sq mi). According to 2011 census, Delhi's city population was about 11 million,[6] the second highest[image: External link] in India after Mumbai, while the whole NCT population was about 16.8 million.[7] Delhi's urban area[image: External link] is now considered to extend beyond the NCT boundary to include an estimated population of over 26 million people making it the world's second largest urban area[image: External link].[8] As of 2016 recent estimates of the metro economy[image: External link] of its urban area[image: External link] have ranked Delhi either the top or second most productive metro area[image: External link] of India.[10][11][15][12] Delhi is the second wealthiest city after Mumbai in India, with a total wealth of $450 billion and home to 18 billionaires and 23,000 millionaires.[16]

Delhi has been continuously inhabited since the 6th century BC.[17] Through most of its history, Delhi has served as a capital of various kingdoms and empires. It has been captured, ransacked and rebuilt several times, particularly during the medieval period, and modern Delhi is a cluster of a number of cities spread across the metropolitan region. A union territory[image: External link], the political administration of the NCT of Delhi today more closely resembles that of a state[image: External link] of India, with its own legislature, high court and an executive council of ministers headed by a Chief Minister[image: External link]. New Delhi is jointly administered by the federal government of India[image: External link] and the local government of Delhi[image: External link], and is the capital of the NCT of Delhi. Delhi hosted the first and ninth Asian Games[image: External link] in 1951[image: External link] and 1982[image: External link] respectively, 1983 NAM Summit[image: External link], 2010 Men's Hockey World Cup[image: External link], 2010 Commonwealth Games[image: External link], 2012 BRICS Summit[image: External link] and was one of the major host cities of the 2011 Cricket World Cup[image: External link].

Delhi is also the centre of the National Capital Region[image: External link] (NCR), which is a unique 'interstate regional planning' area created by the National Capital Region Planning Board Act of 1985.[18][19]
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 Toponymy




There are a number of myths and legends associated with the origin of the name Delhi. One of them is derived from Dhillu or Dilu, a king who built a city at this location in 50 BC and named it after himself.[20][21][22] Another legend holds that the name of the city is based on the Hindi/ Prakrit[image: External link] word dhili (loose) and that it was used by the Tomaras[image: External link] to refer to the city because the Iron Pillar of Delhi[image: External link] had a weak foundation and had to be moved.[22] The coins in circulation in the region under the Tomaras were called dehliwal.[23] According to the Bhavishya Purana[image: External link], King Prithiviraja of Indraprastha[image: External link] built a new fort in the modern-day Purana Qila[image: External link] area for the convenience of all four castes in his kingdom. He ordered the construction of a gateway to the fort and later named the fort dehali.[24] Some historians believe that the name is derived from Dilli, a corruption of the Hindustani[image: External link] words dehleez or dehali—both terms meaning 'threshold' or 'gateway'—and symbolic of the city as a gateway to the Gangetic Plain[image: External link].[25][26] Another theory suggests that the city's original name was Dhillika.[27]

The people of Delhi are referred to as Delhiites or Dilliwalas.[28] The city is referenced in various idioms of the Northern Indo-Aryan languages[image: External link]. Examples include:


	
Abhi Dilli door hai or its Persian[image: External link] version, Hanouz Dehli dour ast, literally meaning Delhi is still far away, which is generically said about a task or journey still far from completion.[29][30]


	
Dilli dilwalon ka shehr or Dilli Dilwalon ki meaning Delhi belongs to the large-hearted/daring.[31]


	
Aas-paas barse, Dilli pani tarse, literally meaning it pours all around, while Delhi lies parched. An allusion to the sometimes semi-arid climate of Delhi, it idiomatically refers to situations of deprivation when one is surrounded by plenty.[30]
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 History




Main articles: History of Delhi[image: External link] and Old Delhi[image: External link]


The area around Delhi was probably inhabited before the second millennium BC and there is evidence of continuous inhabitation since at least the 6th century BC.[17] The city is believed to be the site of Indraprastha, the legendary capital of the Pandavas in the Indian epic Mahabharata.[20] According to Mahabharata, this land was initially a huge mass of forests called 'Khandavaprastha' which was burnt down to build the city of Indraprastha. The earliest architectural relics date back to the Maurya[image: External link] period (c. 300 BC); in 1966, an inscription of the Mauryan Emperor Ashoka[image: External link] (273–235 BC) was discovered near Srinivaspuri. Remains of eight major cities have been discovered in Delhi. The first five cities were in the southern part of present-day Delhi. Gurjara-Pratihara[image: External link] King Anang Pal[image: External link] of the Tomara dynasty[image: External link] founded the city of Lal Kot[image: External link] in AD 736. Prithviraj Chauhan[image: External link] conquered Lal Kot in 1178 and renamed it Qila Rai Pithora[image: External link].

The king Prithviraj Chauhan[image: External link] was defeated in 1192 by Muhammad Ghori[image: External link], a Tajik[image: External link] invader from Afghanistan[image: External link], who made a concerted effort to conquer northern India.[20] By 1200, native Hindu resistance had begun to crumble, the dominance of foreign Turkic Muslim dynasties in north India was to last for the next five centuries. The slave general of Ghori, Qutb-ud-din Aibak was given the responsibility of governing the conquered territories of India and then Ghori returned to his capital, Ghor[image: External link]. He died in 1206 AD. He had no heirs and so his generals declared themselves independent in different parts of his empire. Qutb-ud-din assumed control of Ghori's Indian possessions. He laid the foundation of the Delhi Sultanate[image: External link] and the Mamluk Dynasty[image: External link]. he began construction of the Qutb Minar[image: External link] and Quwwat-al-Islam[image: External link] (Might of Islam) mosque, the earliest extant mosque in India. Qutb-ud-din faced widespread Hindu rebellions because he broke several ancient temples[clarification needed[image: External link]] to acquire wealth and material to build mosques and other monuments. It was his successor, Iltutmish[image: External link] (1211–36), who consolidated the Turkic conquest of northern India.[20][34] Razia Sultan, daughter of Iltutmish, succeeded him as the Sultan of Delhi. She is the first and only woman to rule over Delhi.

For the next three hundred years, Delhi was ruled by a succession of Turkic[image: External link] and an Afghan[image: External link], Lodhi dynasty[image: External link]. They built several forts and townships that are part of the seven cities of Delhi[image: External link].[36] Delhi was a major centre of Sufism[image: External link] during this period.[37] The Mamluk Sultanate (Delhi)[image: External link] was overthrown in 1290 by Jalal ud din Firuz Khilji[image: External link] (1290–1320). Under the second Khilji ruler, Ala-ud-din Khilji[image: External link], the Delhi sultanate extended its control south of the Narmada River[image: External link] in the Deccan. The Delhi sultanate reached its greatest extent during the reign of Muhammad bin Tughluq[image: External link] (1325–1351). In an attempt to bring the whole of the Deccan under control, he moved his capital to Daulatabad, Maharashtra[image: External link] in central India. However, by moving away from Delhi he lost control of the north and was forced to return to Delhi to restore order. The southern provinces then broke away. In the years following the reign of Firoz Shah Tughlaq[image: External link] (1351–1388), the Delhi sultanate[image: External link] rapidly began to lose its hold over its northern provinces. Delhi was captured and sacked by Timur Lenk[image: External link] in 1398,[38] who massacred 100,000 captives.[39] Delhi's decline continued under the Sayyid dynasty[image: External link] (1414–1451), until the sultanate was reduced to Delhi and its hinterland. Under the Afghan Lodhi dynasty[image: External link] (1451–1526), the Delhi sultanate recovered control of the Punjab and the Gangetic plain to once again achieve domination over Northern India. However, the recovery was short-lived and the sultanate was destroyed in 1526 by Babur[image: External link], founder of the Mughal dynasty[image: External link].

Babur[image: External link], was a descendant of Genghis Khan[image: External link] and Timur, from the Fergana Valley in modern-day Uzbekistan[image: External link]. In 1526, he invaded India, defeated the last Lodhi sultan in the First Battle of Panipat[image: External link] and founded the Mughal Empire[image: External link] that ruled from Delhi and Agra[image: External link].[20] The Mughal dynasty ruled Delhi for more than three centuries, with a sixteen-year hiatus during the reigns of Sher Shah Suri[image: External link] and Hemu[image: External link] from 1540 to 1556.[40] In 1553, the Hindu king, Hemu[image: External link] acceded to the throne of Delhi by defeating forces of Mughal Emperor Humayun at Agra and Delhi. However, the Mughals re-established their rule after Akbar's army defeated Hemu during the Second Battle of Panipat[image: External link] in 1556.[41][42][43] Shah Jahan[image: External link] built the seventh city of Delhi that bears his name Shahjahanabad[image: External link], which served as the capital of the Mughal Empire from 1638 and is today known as the Old City or Old Delhi.[44]

After the death of Aurangzeb[image: External link] in 1707, the Mughal Empire's influence declined rapidly as the Hindu Maratha Empire[image: External link] from Deccan Plateau[image: External link] rose to prominence.[45] In 1737, Maratha forces sacked Delhi following their victory against the Mughals in the First Battle of Delhi[image: External link]. In 1739, the Mughal Empire lost the huge Battle of Karnal[image: External link] in less than three hours against the numerically outnumbered but militarily superior Persian army led by Nader Shah[image: External link] of Persia.[image: External link] After his invasion[image: External link], he completely sacked and looted Delhi[image: External link], carrying away immense wealth including the Peacock Throne[image: External link], the Daria-i-Noor[image: External link], and Koh-i-Noor[image: External link]. The Mughals, severely further weakened, could never overcome this crushing defeat and humiliation which also left the way open for more invaders to come, including eventually the British[image: External link].[46][47][48] Nader[image: External link] eventually agreed to leave the city and India after forcing the Mughal emperor Muhammad Shah I[image: External link] to beg him for mercy and granting him the keys of the city and the royal treasury.[49] A treaty signed in 1752 made Marathas the protectors of the Mughal throne in Delhi.[50]

In 1757, the Afghan ruler, Ahmad Shah Durrani[image: External link], sacked Delhi. He returned to Afghanistan leaving a Mughal puppet ruler in nominal control. The Marathas again occupied Delhi in 1758, and were in control until their defeat in 1761 at the third battle of Panipat[image: External link] when the city was captured again by Ahmad Shah.[52] However, in 1771, the Marathas established a protectorate over Delhi when the Maratha ruler, Mahadji Shinde[image: External link], recaptured Delhi and the Mughal Emperor Shah Alam II[image: External link] was installed as a puppet ruler in 1772.[53] In 1783, Sikhs under Baghel Singh[image: External link] captured Delhi and Red Fort[image: External link] but due to the treaty signed, Sikhs withdrew from Red Fort and agreed to restore Shah Alam II[image: External link] as the emperor. In 1803, during the Second Anglo-Maratha War[image: External link], the forces of British East India Company[image: External link] defeated the Maratha forces in the Battle of Delhi[image: External link].[54]

During the Indian Rebellion of 1857[image: External link], Delhi fell to the forces of East India Company after a bloody fight known as the Siege of Delhi[image: External link]. The city came under the direct control of the British Government[image: External link] in 1858. It was made a district province of the Punjab[image: External link].[20] In 1911, it was announced that the capital of British held territories in India was to be transferred from Calcutta[image: External link] to Delhi.[55] The name "New Delhi" was given in 1927, and the new capital was inaugurated on 13 February 1931. New Delhi, also known as Lutyens' Delhi,[56] was officially declared as the capital of the Union of India[image: External link] after the country gained independence[image: External link] on 15 August 1947.[57] During the partition of India[image: External link], thousands of Hindu and Sikh refugees, mainly from West Punjab[image: External link] fled to Delhi, while many Muslim residents of the city migrated to Pakistan. Migration to Delhi from the rest of India continues (as of 2013), contributing more to the rise of Delhi's population than the birth rate, which is declining.[58]

The States Reorganisation Act, 1956[image: External link] and the States Reorganisation Act, 1956 created the Union Territory of Delhi from the its predecessor the Chief Commissioner's Province[image: External link] of Delhi.[1][2] The Constitution (Sixty-ninth Amendment) Act, 1991 declared the Union Territory of Delhi to be formally known as the National Capital Territory of Delhi.[3] The Act gave Delhi its own legislative assembly along Civil lines, though with limited powers.[3] In December 2001, the Parliament of India building in New Delhi was attacked[image: External link] by armed militants, killing six security personnel.[59] India suspected Pakistan-based militant groups were behind the attack, which caused a major diplomatic crisis[image: External link] between the two countries.[60] There were further terrorist attacks in Delhi in October 2005[image: External link] and September 2008[image: External link], resulting in a total of 103 deaths.[61]
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 Ecology




Main article: Environment of Delhi[image: External link]


Delhi is located at 28.61°N 77.23°E[image: External link], and lies in Northern India[image: External link]. It borders the Indian states of Haryana[image: External link] on the north, west and south and Uttar Pradesh[image: External link] (UP) to the east. Two prominent features of the geography of Delhi are the Yamuna flood plains and the Delhi ridge[image: External link]. The Yamuna river[image: External link] was the historical boundary between Punjab and UP, and its flood plains provide fertile alluvial soil suitable for agriculture but are prone to recurrent floods. The Yamuna, a sacred river in Hinduism, is the only major river flowing through Delhi. The Hindon River[image: External link] separates Ghaziabad from the eastern part of Delhi. The Delhi ridge originates from the Aravalli Range[image: External link] in the south and encircles the west, north-east and north-west parts of the city. It reaches a height of 318 m (1,043 ft) and is a dominant feature of the region.[66]

The National Capital Territory of Delhi covers an area of 1,484 km2 (573 sq mi), of which 783 km2 (302 sq mi) is designated rural, and 700 km2 (270 sq mi) urban therefore making it the largest city in terms of area in the country. It has a length of 51.9 km (32 mi) and a width of 48.48 km (30 mi).

Delhi is included in India's seismic zone-IV[image: External link], indicating its vulnerability to major earthquakes.[67]
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 Climate




See also: Climate of Delhi[image: External link]


Delhi features an atypical version of the humid subtropical climate[image: External link] ( Köppen[image: External link] Cwa) bordering a hot semi-arid climate[image: External link] ( Köppen[image: External link] BSh). The warm season lasts from 9 April to 8 July with an average daily high temperature above 36 °C (97 °F). The hottest day of the year is 22 May, with an average high of 38 °C (100 °F) and low of 25 °C (77 °F).[68] The cold season lasts from 11 December to 11 February with an average daily high temperature below 18 °C (64 °F). The coldest day of the year is 4 January, with an average low of 2 °C (36 °F) and high of 15 °C (59 °F).[68] In early March, the wind direction changes from north-westerly to south-westerly. From April to October the weather is hot. The monsoon arrives at the end of June, along with an increase in humidity.[69] The brief, mild winter starts in late November, peaks in January and heavy fog often occurs.[70]

Temperatures in Delhi usually range from 5 to 40 °C (41.0 to 104.0 °F), with the lowest and highest temperatures ever recorded being −2.2 and 48.4 °C (28.0 and 119.1 °F) respectively.[71] The annual mean temperature is 25 °C (77 °F); monthly mean temperatures range from 13 to 32 °C (55 to 90 °F). The highest temperature recorded in July was 45 °C (113 °F) in 1931.[72][73] The average annual rainfall is approximately 714 mm (28.1 in), most of which falls during the monsoon in July and August.[20] The average date of the advent of monsoon winds in Delhi is 29 June.[74]








	Climate data for Delhi (Safdarjung) 1971–1990



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	30.0

(86)
	34.1

(93.4)
	40.6

(105.1)
	45.6

(114.1)
	47.2

(117)
	46.7

(116.1)
	45.0

(113)
	42.0

(107.6)
	40.6

(105.1)
	39.4

(102.9)
	36.1

(97)
	29.3

(84.7)
	47.2

(117)



	Average high °C (°F)
	21.0

(69.8)
	23.5

(74.3)
	29.2

(84.6)
	36.0

(96.8)
	39.2

(102.6)
	38.8

(101.8)
	34.7

(94.5)
	33.6

(92.5)
	34.2

(93.6)
	33.0

(91.4)
	28.3

(82.9)
	22.9

(73.2)
	31.2

(88.2)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	14.3

(57.7)
	16.8

(62.2)
	22.3

(72.1)
	28.8

(83.8)
	32.5

(90.5)
	33.4

(92.1)
	30.8

(87.4)
	30.0

(86)
	29.5

(85.1)
	26.3

(79.3)
	20.8

(69.4)
	15.7

(60.3)
	25.1

(77.2)



	Average low °C (°F)
	7.6

(45.7)
	10.1

(50.2)
	15.3

(59.5)
	21.6

(70.9)
	25.9

(78.6)
	27.8

(82)
	26.8

(80.2)
	26.3

(79.3)
	24.7

(76.5)
	19.6

(67.3)
	13.2

(55.8)
	8.5

(47.3)
	19.0

(66.2)



	Record low °C (°F)
	−0.6

(30.9)
	1.6

(34.9)
	4.4

(39.9)
	10.7

(51.3)
	15.2

(59.4)
	18.9

(66)
	20.3

(68.5)
	20.7

(69.3)
	17.3

(63.1)
	9.4

(48.9)
	3.9

(39)
	1.1

(34)
	−0.6

(30.9)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	19

(0.75)
	20

(0.79)
	15

(0.59)
	21

(0.83)
	25

(0.98)
	70

(2.76)
	237

(9.33)
	235

(9.25)
	113

(4.45)
	17

(0.67)
	9

(0.35)
	9

(0.35)
	790

(31.1)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 1.0 mm)
	1.7
	2.5
	2.5
	2.0
	2.8
	5.5
	13.0
	12.1
	5.7
	1.7
	0.6
	1.6
	51.7



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	63
	55
	47
	34
	33
	46
	70
	73
	62
	52
	55
	62
	54



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	214.6
	216.1
	239.1
	261.0
	263.1
	196.5
	165.9
	177.0
	219.0
	269.3
	247.2
	215.8
	2,684.6



	Source #1: NOAA[75]



	Source #2: Indian Meteorological Department (record high and low up to 2010)[76]
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 Air pollution




See also: Environmental issues in Delhi[image: External link]


According to WHO Delhi was the most polluted[77] city in the world in 2014. In 2016 WHO downgraded Delhi to eleventh-worst in the urban air quality database.[78] According to one estimate, air pollution causes the death of about 10,500 people in Delhi every year.[79][80][81] During 2013–14, peak levels of fine particulate[image: External link] matter (PM) in Delhi increased by about 44%, primarily due to high vehicular and industrial emissions, construction work and crop burning in adjoining states.[79][82][83][84] Delhi has the highest level of the airborne particulate matter, PM2.5[image: External link] considered most harmful to health, with 153 micrograms.[85] Rising air pollution level has significantly increased lung-related ailments (especially asthma and lung cancer) among Delhi's children and women.[86][87] The dense smog in Delhi during winter season results in major air and rail traffic disruptions every year.[88] According to Indian meteorologists, the average maximum temperature in Delhi during winters has declined notably since 1998 due to rising air pollution.[89]

Environmentalists have criticised the Delhi government for not doing enough to curb air pollution and to inform people about air quality issues.[80] Most of Delhi's residents are unaware of alarming levels of air pollution in the city and the health risks associated with it;[83][84] however, as of 2015, awareness, particularly among the foreign diplomatic community and high-income Indians, was noticeably increasing.[90] Since the mid-1990s, Delhi has undertaken some measures to curb air pollution – Delhi has the third highest quantity of trees among Indian cities[91] and the Delhi Transport Corporation[image: External link] operates the world's largest fleet of environmentally friendly compressed natural gas[image: External link] (CNG) buses.[92] In 1996, the Centre for Science and Environment[image: External link] (CSE) started a public interest litigation in the Supreme Court of India[image: External link] that ordered the conversion of Delhi's fleet of buses and taxis to run on compressed natural gas[image: External link] (CNG) and banned the use of leaded petrol[image: External link] in 1998. In 2003, Delhi won the United States Department of Energy's[image: External link] first 'Clean Cities International Partner of the Year' award for its "bold efforts to curb air pollution and support alternative fuel initiatives".[92] The Delhi Metro has also been credited for significantly reducing air pollutants in the city.[93]

However, according to several authors, most of these gains have been lost, especially due to stubble burning[image: External link], a rise in the market share of diesel cars[image: External link] and a considerable decline in bus ridership.[94][95] According to CSE and System of Air Quality Weather Forecasting and Research (SAFAR), burning of agricultural waste in nearby Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh regions results in severe intensification of smog over Delhi.[96][97] The state government of Uttar Pradesh is considering imposing a ban on crop burning to reduce pollution in Delhi NCR and an environmental panel has appealed to India's Supreme Court to impose a 30% cess[image: External link] on diesel cars.[98][99]

The Circles of Sustainability[image: External link] assessment of Delhi gives a marginally more favourable impression of the ecological sustainability of the city only because it is based on a more comprehensive series of measures than only air pollution. Part of the reason that the city remains assessed at basic sustainability is because of the low resource-use and carbon emissions[image: External link] of its poorer neighbourhoods.[100]
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 Civic administration




See also: Divisions of Delhi[image: External link], Districts of Delhi[image: External link], and List of towns in National Capital Territory of Delhi[image: External link]


As of July 2007, the National Capital Territory of Delhi comprises nine districts, 27  tehsils[image: External link], 59 census towns, 300 villages,[101] and three statutory towns, the Municipal Corporation of Delhi[image: External link] (MCD) – 1,397.3 km2 or 540 sq mi, the New Delhi Municipal Council[image: External link] (NDMC) – 42.7 km2 or 16 sq mi and the Delhi Cantonment Board[image: External link] (DCB) – 43 km2 or 17 sq mi).[102][103]

Since the trifurcation of the DMC[image: External link] at the start of 2012, Delhi has been run by five local municipal corporations: the North Delhi, South Delhi and East Delhi Municipal Corporations, the New Delhi Municipal Council and Delhi Cantonment Board.[104] In July of that year, shortly after the MCD trifurcation, the Delhi Government increased the number of districts in Delhi from nine to eleven.[105]

Delhi (civic administration) was ranked 5th out of 21 Cities for best governance & administrative practices in India in 2014. It scored 3.6 on 10 compared to the national average of 3.3.[106]

Delhi houses the Supreme Court of India and the regional Delhi High Court[image: External link] along with the Small Causes Court[image: External link] for civil cases; the Magistrate Court and the Sessions Court[image: External link] for criminal cases has jurisdiction over Delhi. The city is administratively divided into eleven police-zones[image: External link] which are subdivided into 95 local police stations.[107]
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 Government and politics




Main articles: Government of Delhi[image: External link] and Government of India[image: External link]


The National Capital Territory of Delhi has its own Legislative Assembly[image: External link], Lieutenant Governor[image: External link], council of ministers and Chief Minister[image: External link]. Members of the legislative assembly are directly elected from territorial constituencies in the NCT. The legislative assembly was abolished in 1956, after which direct federal control was implemented until it was re-established in 1993. The Municipal co-operation handles civic. administration for the city as part of the Panchayati Raj Act. The Government of India[image: External link] and the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi[image: External link] jointly administer New Delhi, where both bodies are located. The Parliament of India[image: External link], the Rashtrapati Bhavan[image: External link] (Presidential Palace), Cabinet Secretariat[image: External link] and the Supreme Court of India are located in the municipal district of New Delhi. There are 70 assembly constituencies and seven Lok Sabha[image: External link] (Indian parliament's lower house) constituencies in Delhi.[108][109] The Indian National Congress[image: External link] (Congress) formed all the governments in Delhi until the 1990s, when the Bharatiya Janata Party[image: External link] (BJP), led by Madan Lal Khurana[image: External link], came to power.[110] In 1998, the Congress returned to power under the leadership of Sheila Dikshit[image: External link], who was subsequently re-elected for 3 consecutive terms. But in 2013[image: External link], the Congress was ousted from power by the newly formed Aam Aadmi Party[image: External link] (AAP) led by Arvind Kejriwal[image: External link] forming the government with outside support from the Congress.[111] However, that government was short-lived, collapsing only after 49 days.[112] Delhi was then under President's rule[image: External link] till February 2015.[113] On 10 February 2015, the Aam Aadmi Party[image: External link] returned to power after a landslide victory, winning 67 out of the 70 seats in the Delhi Legislative Assembly.[114]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
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Main article: Economy of Delhi[image: External link]




Delhi is the largest commercial centre in northern India. As of 2016 recent estimates of the economy of the Delhi urban area[image: External link] have ranged from $167 to $370 billion ( PPP[image: External link] metro GDP[image: External link]) ranking it either the most or second-most productive metro area[image: External link] of India.[10][11][15][12] The nominal GSDP[image: External link] of the NCT of Delhi for 2016-17 was estimated at ₹6,224 billion (US$97 billion), 13% higher than in 2015–16.[115]

As per the Economic survey of Delhi (2005–2006), the tertiary sector[image: External link] contributes 70.95% of Delhi's gross SDP followed by secondary[image: External link] and primary[image: External link] sectors with 25.20% and 3.85% contributions respectively.[116] Delhi's workforce constitutes 32.82% of the population, and increased by 52.52% between 1991 and 2001.[117] Delhi's unemployment rate decreased from 12.57% in 1999–2000 to 4.63% in 2003.[117] In December 2004, 636,000 people were registered with various employment exchange programmes in Delhi.[117] In 2001 the total workforce in national and state governments and the quasi-government sector was 620,000, and the private sector employed 219,000.[117] Key service industries are information technology, telecommunications, hotels, banking, media and tourism.[118] Construction, power, health and community services and real estate are also important to the city's economy. Delhi has one of India's largest and fastest growing retail industries.[119] Manufacturing also grew considerably as consumer goods companies established manufacturing units and headquarters in the city. Delhi's large consumer market and the availability of skilled labour has also attracted foreign investment. In 2001, the manufacturing sector employed 1,440,000 workers and the city had 129,000 industrial units.[120]
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 Utility services




Delhi's municipal water supply is managed by the Delhi Jal Board[image: External link] (DJB). As of June 2005, it supplied 650 million gallons per day (MGD), whereas the estimated consumption requirement is 963 MGD.[121] The shortfall is met by private and public tube wells[image: External link] and hand pumps[image: External link]. At 240 MGD, the Bhakra storage is DJB's largest water source, followed by the Yamuna and Ganges[image: External link] rivers. Delhi's groundwater[image: External link] level is falling and its population density is increasing, so residents often encounter acute water shortage.[121] Research on Delhi suggests that up to half of the city's water use is unofficial groundwater.[122]

In Delhi, daily domestic solid waste production is 8000  tonnes[image: External link] which is dumped at three landfill[image: External link] locations by MCD.[123] The daily domestic waste water production is 470 MGD and industrial waste water is 70 MGD.[124] A large portion of the sewage flows untreated into the Yamuna river.[124]

The city's electricity consumption is about 1,265 kWh per capita but the actual demand is higher.[125] In Delhi power distribution is managed by Tata Power Distribution and BSES Yamuna & Rajdhani since 2002. The Delhi Fire Service[image: External link] runs 43 fire stations that attend about 15,000 fire and rescue calls per year.[126] The state-owned Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited[image: External link] (MTNL) and private enterprises such as Vodafone[image: External link], Airtel[image: External link], Idea Cellular[image: External link], Reliance Infocomm[image: External link], Aircel[image: External link], Reliance Jio and Tata Docomo[image: External link] provide telephone and cell phone services to the city. Cellular coverage is available in GSM[image: External link], CDMA[image: External link], 3G[image: External link] and 4G[image: External link].
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 Transport




Main article: Transport in Delhi[image: External link]
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Indira Gandhi International Airport[image: External link], situated to the southwest of Delhi, is the main gateway for the city's domestic and international civilian air traffic. In 2015–16, the airport handled more than 48 million passengers,[129][130] making it the busiest airport in India and South Asia. Terminal 3, which cost ₹96.8 billion (US$1.5 billion) to construct between 2007 and 2010, handles an additional 37 million passengers annually.[131]

The Delhi Flying Club, established in 1928 with two de Havilland Moth[image: External link] aircraft named Delhi and Roshanara, was based at Safdarjung Airport[image: External link] which started operations in 1929, when it was the Delhi's only airport and the second in India.[132] The airport functioned until 2001, however in January 2002 the government closed the airport for flying activities because of security concerns following the New York attacks in September 2001[image: External link]. Since then, the club only carries out aircraft maintenance courses[132] and is used for helicopter rides to Indira Gandhi International Airport for VIP including the president and the prime minister.[133]

A second airport open for commercial flights has been suggested either by expansion of Meerut Airport[image: External link] or construction of a new airport in Greater Noida[image: External link].[134]
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 Road




Delhi has the highest road density of 2103 km/100 km2 in India[image: External link].[135]

Buses are the most popular means of road transport catering to about 60% of Delhi's total demand.[136] Delhi has one of India's largest bus transport systems. Buses are operated by the state-owned Delhi Transport Corporation[image: External link] (DTC), which owns the largest fleet of compressed natural gas[image: External link] (CNG)-fueled buses in the world.[137] Personal vehicles especially cars also form a major chunk of vehicles plying on Delhi roads. Delhi has the highest number of registered cars compared to any other metropolitan city in India. Taxis, auto rickshaws, and cycle rickshaws also ply on Delhi roads in large numbers.

Important Roads in Delhi

Some roads and expressways serve as important pillars of Delhi's road infrastructure:


	The Inner Ring Road[image: External link] is one of the most important "state highways" in Delhi. It is a 51 km long circular road which connects important areas in Delhi. Owing to more than 2 dozen grade-separators/flyovers, the road is almost signal-free.

	The Outer Ring Road[image: External link] is another major artery in Delhi that links far-flung areas of Delhi.

	The Delhi Noida Direct Flyway[image: External link] or DND Flyway is an eight-laned access controlled tolled expressway which connects Delhi to Noida[image: External link] (an important satellite city of Uttar Pradesh[image: External link]).

	The Delhi Gurgaon Expressway[image: External link] is a 28 km (17 mi) expressway connecting Delhi to Gurgaon[image: External link], an important satellite city of Haryana[image: External link].

	The Delhi Faridabad Skyway[image: External link] is controlled tolled expressway which connects Delhi to Faridabad[image: External link], an important satellite city of Haryana[image: External link].



National Highways Passing Through Delhi

Delhi is connected by Road to various parts of the country through several National Highways:


	
National Highway 1 (India)[image: External link] or (NH 1) is a National Highway in Northern India that links the National capital New Delhi[image: External link] to the town of Attari in Punjab[image: External link] near the Indo-Pakistan border.

	
National Highway 2 (India)[image: External link] (NH 2) commonly referred as Delhi- Kolkata[image: External link] Road is a busy Indian National Highway that runs through the states of Delhi, Haryana[image: External link], Uttar Pradesh[image: External link], Bihar[image: External link], Jharkhand[image: External link] and West Bengal[image: External link].

	
National Highway 8 (India)[image: External link] (NH 8) is a National Highway in India that connects the Indian capital city of New Delhi with the Indian Financial capital city of Mumbai.

	
National Highway 10 (India)[image: External link] (NH 10) is a National Highway in northern India that originates at Delhi and ends at the town of Fazilka in Punjab[image: External link] near the Indo-Pakistan border.

	National Highway 24 (India) (NH 24) is a National Highway in India that connects the National capital Delhi to Uttar Pradesh[image: External link] state capital Lucknow running 438 kilometres (272 miles) in length.
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 Railway




Delhi is a major junction in the Indian railway network and is the headquarters of the Northern Railway[image: External link]. The five main railway stations are New Delhi railway station[image: External link], Old Delhi[image: External link], Nizamuddin Railway Station[image: External link], Anand Vihar Railway Terminal[image: External link] and Sarai Rohilla[image: External link].[138] The Delhi Metro[image: External link], a mass rapid transit system built and operated by Delhi Metro Rail Corporation[image: External link] (DMRC), serves many parts of Delhi and the neighbouring cities Faridabad[image: External link], Gurgaon[image: External link], Noida[image: External link] and Ghaziabad[image: External link].[139] As of August 2011, the metro consists of six operational lines with a total length of 189 km (117 mi) and 146 stations[image: External link], and several other lines are under construction.[140] The Phase-I was built at a cost of US$2.3 billion and the Phase-II was expected to cost an additional ₹216 billion (US$3.4 billion).[141] Phase-II has a total length of 128 km and was completed by 2010.[142] Delhi Metro[image: External link] completed 10 years of operation on 25 December 2012. It carries millions of passengers every day.[143] In addition to the Delhi Metro, a suburban railway, the Delhi Suburban Railway[image: External link] exists.[144]
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 Metro




The Delhi Metro[image: External link] is a rapid transit system serving Delhi, Faridabad[image: External link], Gurgaon[image: External link], Noida[image: External link] and Ghaziabad[image: External link] in the National Capital Region of India. Delhi Metro is the world's 10th largest metro system in terms of length. Delhi Metro was India's second modern public transportation system, which has revolutionised travel by providing a fast, reliable, safe, and comfortable means of transport. The network consists of six lines with a total length of 189.63 kilometres (117.83 miles) with 142 stations, of which 35 are underground, five are at-grade, and the remainder are elevated. All stations have escalators, lifts, and tactile tiles to guide the visually impaired from station entrances to trains. It has a combination of elevated, at-grade, and underground lines, and uses both broad gauge and standard gauge rolling stock. Four types of rolling stock are used: Mitsubishi-ROTEM Broad gauge, Bombardier MOVIA, Mitsubishi-ROTEM Standard gauge, and CAF Beasain Standard gauge. The Phase-I of Delhi Metro was built at a cost of US$2.3 billion and the Phase-II was expected to cost an additional ₹216 billion (US$3.4 billion).[141] Phase-II has a total length of 128 km and was completed by 2010.[142] Delhi Metro[image: External link] completed 10 years of operation on 25 December 2012. It carries millions of passengers every day.[143] In addition to the Delhi Metro, a suburban railway, the Delhi Suburban Railway[image: External link] exists.[144]

Delhi Metro is being built and operated by the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation Limited[image: External link] (DMRC), a state-owned company with equal equity participation from Government of India and Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi. However, the organisation is under the administrative control of Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India. Besides construction and operation of Delhi Metro, DMRC is also involved in the planning and implementation of metro rail, monorail, and high-speed rail projects in India and providing consultancy services to other metro projects in the country as well as abroad. The Delhi Metro project was spearheaded by Padma Vibhushan[image: External link] E. Sreedharan[image: External link], the Managing Director of DMRC and popularly known as the "Metro Man" of India. He famously resigned from DMRC taking moral responsibility for a metro bridge collapse, which took five lives. Sreedharan was awarded the prestigious Legion of Honour[image: External link] by the French Government for his contribution to Delhi Metro.

Metro services are being extended to important hubs in the cities that are close to offices, colleges, and tourist spots. This will facilitate easy conveyance for the citizens, who otherwise have to rely on public buses that are heavily crowded and are often stuck in traffic jams.
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 Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS)




The 08 RRTS Corridors have been proposed by National Capital Region Planning Board (NCRPB) to facilitate the people travelling from nearby cities in NCR to Delhi. The three main corridors in the first phase are as follows which are expected to become operational before 2019:


	
Delhi – Alwar[image: External link] via Gurgaon

	
Delhi – Panipat[image: External link] via Sonepat

	
Delhi – Meerut[image: External link] via Ghaziabad



Remaining five corridors are also approved by National Capital Region Planning Board but are planned in the second phase.

To make the project operational NCRPB has formed a separate body named as "National Capital Region Transport Corporation[image: External link] on the lines of DMRC to independently formalise and monitor its progress.
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 Roads of 2006 and 2007




As of 2007, private vehicles account for 30% of the total demand for transport.[138] Delhi has 1922.32 km of road length per 100 km2, one of the highest road densities in India.[138] It is connected to other parts of India by five National Highways[image: External link]: NH 1[image: External link], 2[image: External link], 8[image: External link], 10[image: External link] and 24[image: External link]. The city's road network is maintained by MCD, NDMC, Delhi Cantonment Board, Public Works Department (PWD) and Delhi Development Authority[image: External link].[145] The Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway[image: External link] connects Delhi with Gurgaon and the international airport. "The Delhi-Faridabad Skyway"[image: External link]. connects Delhi with the neighbouring industrial town of Faridabad. The DND Flyway[image: External link] and Noida-Greater Noida Expressway[image: External link] connect Delhi with the suburbs of Noida and Greater Noida.[146][147] Delhi's rapid rate of economic development and population growth has resulted in an increasing demand for transport, creating excessive pressure on the city's transport infrastructure. As of 2008, the number of vehicles in the metropolitan region, Delhi NCR, is 11.2 million (11.2 million).[148] In 2008, there were 85 cars in Delhi for every 1,000 of its residents.[149]

To meet the transport demand, the State and Union government constructed a mass rapid transit system, including the Delhi Metro.[138] In 1998, the Supreme Court of India ordered that all public transport vehicles in Delhi must be fuelled by compressed natural gas[image: External link] (CNG).[150] Buses are the most popular means of public transport, catering to about 60% of the total demand.[138] The state-owned Delhi Transport Corporation[image: External link] (DTC) is a major bus service provider which operates the world's largest fleet of CNG-fuelled buses.[151] Delhi Bus Rapid Transit System[image: External link] runs between Ambedkar Nagar[image: External link] and Delhi Gate.
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 Demographics




See also: Ethnic groups in Delhi[image: External link]


According to the 2011 census of India[image: External link], the population of NCT of Delhi is 16,753,235.[152] The corresponding population density was 11,297 persons per km2 with a sex ratio of 866 women per 1000 men, and a literacy rate of 86.34%. In 2004, the birth rate, death rate and infant mortality rate per 1000 population were 20.03, 5.59 and 13.08 respectively.[153] In 2001, the population of Delhi increased by 285,000 as a result of migration and by 215,000 as a result of natural population growth,[153] which made Delhi one of the fastest growing cities in the world. Dwarka Sub City[image: External link], Asia's largest planned residential area, is located within the National Capital Territory of Delhi.[154] Urban expansion[image: External link] has resulted in Delhi's urban area[image: External link] now being considered as extending beyond NCT boundaries to incorporate towns and cities of neighbouring states including Gurgaon[image: External link] and Faridabad[image: External link] of Haryana[image: External link], and Ghaziabad[image: External link] and Noida[image: External link] of Uttar Pradesh[image: External link], the total population estimated by the United Nations[image: External link] at over 26 million. According to the UN this makes Delhi urban area the world's second largest[image: External link], after Tokyo[image: External link],[8] although Demographia[image: External link] declares the Jakarta[image: External link] urban area to be the second largest.[155] The 2011 census provided two figures for urban area population: 16,314,838 within the NCT boundary,[156] and 21,753,486 for the Extended Urban Area.[157]
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 Religion







	Religion in NCT of Delhi (2011)[158]



	Religion
	
	
	Percent
	



	Hinduism[image: External link]
	
  


	81.68%



	Islam[image: External link]
	
  


	12.86%



	Sikhism[image: External link]
	
  


	3.40%



	Jainism[image: External link]
	
  


	0.99%



	Christianity[image: External link]
	
  


	0.87%



	Others
	
  


	0.12%






Hinduism[image: External link] is Delhi's predominant religious faith, with 81.68% of Delhi's population, followed by Islam[image: External link] (12.86%), Sikhism[image: External link] (3.4%), Jainism[image: External link] (0.99%), Christianity[image: External link] (0.87%), and others (0.12%).[159] Other minority religions include Buddhism[image: External link], Zoroastrianism[image: External link], Baha'ism[image: External link] and Judaism[image: External link].[160]
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 Languages




According to the 50th report of the commissioner for linguistic minorities in India, which was submitted in 2014, Hindi is the Delhi's most spoken language, with 80.94% speakers, followed by Punjabi (7.14%) and Urdu[image: External link] (6.31%). Hindi is also the official language of Delhi while Urdu and Punjabi have been declared as the additional official languages. 5.61% of the Delhites speak different languages. [161]
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 Slums




Around half of the population of Delhi lives in slum areas with "inadequate provision of basic services".[162][163] Majority of these slums has inadequate provisions to the basic facilities and according to DUSIB report only 16% of people use toilets and almost 22% of the people do open defecation.[164]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Culture




See also: Culture of India[image: External link]


Delhi's culture has been influenced by its lengthy history and historic association as the capital of India. This is exemplified by many significant monuments in the city. Delhi is also identified as the location of Indraprastha[image: External link], the ancient capital of the Pandavas[image: External link]. The Archaeological Survey of India[image: External link] recognises 1200 heritage buildings[165] and 175 monuments as national heritage sites.[166] In the Old City, the Mughals and the Turkic rulers constructed several architecturally significant buildings, such as the Jama Masjid[image: External link] – India's largest mosque[167] built in 1656[168] and the Red Fort[image: External link]. Three World Heritage Sites[image: External link] – the Red Fort, Qutab Minar[image: External link] and Humayun's Tomb[image: External link] – are located in Delhi.[169] Other monuments include the India Gate[image: External link], the Jantar Mantar[image: External link] – an 18th-century astronomical observatory – and the Purana Qila[image: External link] – a 16th-century fortress. The Laxminarayan temple[image: External link], Akshardham temple[image: External link], the Bahá'í[image: External link] Lotus temple[image: External link] and the ISKCON temple[image: External link] are examples of modern architecture. Raj Ghat and associated memorials[image: External link] houses memorials of Mahatma Gandhi[image: External link] and other notable personalities. New Delhi houses several government buildings and official residences reminiscent of British colonial architecture, including the Rashtrapati Bhavan, the Secretariat[image: External link], Rajpath[image: External link], the Parliament of India and Vijay Chowk[image: External link]. Safdarjung's Tomb[image: External link] is an example of the Mughal gardens[image: External link] style. Some regal havelis (palatial residences) are in the Old City.[170]

Lotus Temple[image: External link], is a Bahá'í House of Worship completed in 1986. Notable for its flowerlike shape, it serves as the Mother Temple of the Indian subcontinent and has become a prominent attraction in the city. The Lotus Temple has won numerous architectural awards and been featured in hundreds of newspaper and magazine articles. Like all other Bahá'í Houses of Worship[image: External link], is open to all regardless of religion, or any other distinction, as emphasised in Bahá'í texts[image: External link]. The Bahá'í laws emphasise that the spirit of the House of Worship be that it is a gathering place where people of all religions may worship God without denominational restrictions.[171] The Bahá'í laws also stipulate that only the holy scriptures of the Bahá'í Faith[image: External link] and other religions can be read or chanted inside in any language; while readings and prayers can be set to music by choirs, no musical instruments can be played inside. Furthermore, no sermons[image: External link] can be delivered, and there can be no ritualistic ceremonies practised.[171]

Chandni Chowk[image: External link], a 17th-century market, is one of the most popular shopping areas in Delhi for jewellery and Zari saris[image: External link].[172] Delhi's arts and crafts include, Zardozi[image: External link][173]  – an embroidery done with gold thread – [174] and Meenakari[image: External link][175] – the art of enamelling.
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 Festivals




Delhi's association and geographic proximity to the capital, New Delhi, has amplified the importance of national events and holidays like Republic Day[image: External link], Independence Day[image: External link] (15 August) and Gandhi Jayanti[image: External link]. On Independence Day, the Prime Minister[image: External link] addresses the nation from the Red Fort. Most Delhiites celebrate the day by flying kites, which are considered a symbol of freedom.[176] The Republic Day Parade[image: External link] is a large cultural and military parade showcasing India's cultural diversity and military strength.[177][178] Over the centuries, Delhi has become known for its composite culture, and a festival that symbolises this is the Phool Walon Ki Sair[image: External link], which takes place in September. Flowers and pankhe – fans embroidered with flowers – are offered to the shrine of 13th century Sufi saint Khwaja Bakhtiyar Kaki[image: External link] and the Yogmaya temple[image: External link], both situated in Mehrauli[image: External link].[179]

Religious festivals include Diwali[image: External link] (the festival of lights), Mahavir Jayanti[image: External link], Guru Nanak's Birthday[image: External link], Raksha Bandhan[image: External link], Durga Puja[image: External link], Holi[image: External link], Lohri[image: External link], Chauth[image: External link], Krishna Janmastami[image: External link], Maha Shivratri[image: External link], Eid ul-Fitr[image: External link], Moharram[image: External link] and Buddha Jayanti[image: External link].[178] The Qutub Festival[image: External link] is a cultural event during which performances of musicians and dancers from all over India are showcased at night, with the Qutub Minar as a backdrop.[180] Other events such as Kite Flying Festival, International Mango Festival[image: External link] and Vasant Panchami[image: External link] (the Spring Festival) are held every year in Delhi. The Auto Expo[image: External link], Asia's largest auto show,[181] is held in Delhi biennially. The New Delhi World Book Fair[image: External link], held biennially at the Pragati Maidan[image: External link], is the second largest exhibition of books in the world.[182] Delhi is often regarded as the "Book Capital" of India because of high readership.[183] India International Trade Fair (IITF)[image: External link], organised by ITPO[image: External link] is the biggest cultural and shopping fair of Delhi which takes place in November each year and is visited by more than 15 lakh people.[184]
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 Cuisine




Main article: Indian cuisine[image: External link]


As India's national capital and centuries old Mughal[image: External link] capital, Delhi influenced the food habits of its residents and is where Mughlai cuisine[image: External link] originated. Along with Indian cuisine, a variety of international cuisines are popular among the residents.[186] The dearth of food habits among the city's residents created a unique style of cooking which became popular throughout the world, with dishes such as Kebab[image: External link], biryani[image: External link], tandoori[image: External link]. The city's classic dishes include butter chicken[image: External link], aloo chaat[image: External link], chaat[image: External link], dahi vada[image: External link], kachori[image: External link], gol gappe[image: External link], samosa[image: External link], chole bhature[image: External link], chole kulche, jalebi[image: External link] and lassi[image: External link].[186][187]:40–50, 189–196

The fast living habits of Delhi's people has motivated the growth of street food[image: External link] outlets.[187]:41 A trend of dining at local dhabas[image: External link] is popular among the residents. High-profile restaurants have gained popularity in recent years, among the popular restaurants are the Karim Hotel, the Punjab Grill and Bukhara.[188] The Gali Paranthe Wali[image: External link] (the street of fried bread) is a street in Chandni Chowk particularly for food eateries since the 1870s. Almost the entire street is occupied by fast food stalls or street vendors[image: External link]. It has nearly become a tradition that almost every prime minister of India has visited the street to eat paratha[image: External link] at least once. Other Indian cuisines are also available in this area even though the street specialises in north Indian food .[187]:40–50[189]
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 Tourism




Main article: List of tourist attractions in Delhi[image: External link]


See also: Shopping in Delhi[image: External link]


According to Euromonitor International, Delhi ranked as 28th most visited city in the world and first in India by foreign visitors in 2015.[190] There are numerous tourist attractions in Delhi, both historic and modern. The three UNESCO World Heritage Sites[image: External link] in Delhi, Qutb Complex[image: External link], Red Fort[image: External link] and Humayun's Tomb[image: External link] are among the finest examples of Indo-Islamic architecture[image: External link].[191] Another prominent landmark of Delhi is India Gate[image: External link], a 1931 built war memorial to soldiers of British Indian Army[image: External link] who died during First World War[image: External link].[192] Delhi has several famous places of worship of various religions. One of the largest Hindu temple complexes in the world,[193] Akshardham[image: External link] is a major tourist attraction in the city. Other famous religious sites include Laxminarayan Temple[image: External link], Gurudwara Bangla Sahib[image: External link], Lotus Temple[image: External link], Jama Masjid[image: External link] and ISKCON Temple[image: External link]. Delhi is also a hub for shopping[image: External link] of all kinds. Connaught Place[image: External link], Chandni Chowk[image: External link], Khan Market[image: External link] and Dilli Haat[image: External link] are some of the major retail markets in Delhi.[194] Major shopping malls include Select Citywalk[image: External link], DLF Promenade, DLF Emporio[image: External link], Metro Walk[image: External link] and Ansal Plaza[image: External link].[195]
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 Education




Main article: Education in Delhi[image: External link]


Private schools in Delhi – which use either English or Hindi as the language of instruction – are affiliated to one of three administering bodies, the Council for the Indian School Certificate Examinations[image: External link] (CISCE), the Central Board for Secondary Education[image: External link] (CBSE)[196] or the National Institute of Open Schooling[image: External link] (NIOS). In 2004–05, approximately 15.29  lakh[image: External link] (1.529 million) students were enrolled in primary schools, 8.22 lakh (0.822 million) in middle schools and 6.69 lakh (0.669 million) in secondary schools across Delhi.[197] Female students represented 49% of the total enrolment. The same year, the Delhi government spent between 1.58% and 1.95% of its gross state domestic product on education.[197]

Schools[image: External link] and higher educational institutions in Delhi are administered either by the Directorate of Education[image: External link], the NCT government or private organisations. In 2006, Delhi had 165 colleges, five medical colleges and eight engineering colleges,[197] seven major universities and nine deemed universities[image: External link].[197]

The premier management colleges of Delhi such as Faculty of Management Studies (Delhi)[image: External link] and Indian Institute of Foreign Trade[image: External link] rank the best in India.All India Institute of Medical Sciences Delhi[image: External link] is a premier medical school for treatment and research. National Law University, Delhi[image: External link] is a prominent law school and is affiliated to the Bar Council of India[image: External link].

Delhi Technological University[image: External link] (formerly Delhi College of Engineering), Indraprastha Institute of Information Technology[image: External link], Netaji Subhas Institute of Technology[image: External link], Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University[image: External link] and National Law University, Delhi[image: External link] are the only state universities[image: External link].[198] University of Delhi[image: External link], Jawaharlal Nehru University[image: External link] and Jamia Millia Islamia[image: External link] are the central universities[image: External link], and Indira Gandhi National Open University[image: External link] is for distance education[image: External link].[199] As of 2008, about 16% of all Delhi residents possessed at least a college graduate degree.[200]
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 Media




See also: Media of India[image: External link]


As the capital of India, Delhi is the focus of political reportage, including regular television broadcasts of Parliament sessions. Many national media agencies, including the state-owned Press Trust of India, Media Trust of India and Doordarshan[image: External link], is based in the city. Television programming includes two free terrestrial television channels offered by Doordarshan, and several Hindi, English, and regional-language cable[image: External link] channels offered by multi system operators[image: External link]. Satellite television[image: External link] has yet to gain a large quantity of subscribers in the city.[201]

Print journalism remains a popular news medium in Delhi. The city's Hindi newspapers include Navbharat Times[image: External link], Hindustan Dainik[image: External link], Punjab Kesari[image: External link], Pavitra Bharat, Dainik Jagran[image: External link], Dainik Bhaskar, Amar Ujala[image: External link][202] and Dainik Desbandhu. Amongst the English language newspapers, The Hindustan Times, with a daily circulation of over a million copies, is the single largest daily.[203] Other major English newspapers include Times of India[image: External link], The Hindu, Indian Express[image: External link], Business Standard[image: External link], The Pioneer[image: External link], The Statesman[image: External link], and The Asian Age[image: External link]. Regional language newspapers include the Malayalam[image: External link] daily Malayala Manorama[image: External link] and the Tamil dailies Dinamalar[image: External link] and Dinakaran[image: External link].[202]

Radio is a less popular mass medium in Delhi, although FM[image: External link] radio has gained popularity[204] since the inauguration of several new stations in 2006.[205] A number of state-owned and private radio stations broadcast from Delhi.[206][207]
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