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Physical Characteristics of the Standard Schnauzer


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: Strong, rectangular and elongated.


Skull: Moderately broad between the ears.


Ears: Set high, evenly shaped with moderate thickness of leather.
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Neck: Strong, of moderate thickness and length, elegantly arched and blending cleanly into the shoulders.


Eyes: Medium size; dark brown; oval in shape and turned forward.


Muzzle Strong, and both parallel and equal in length to the topskull.


Nose: Large, black and full.


Lips: Black, tight and not overlapping.


Bite: A full complement of white teeth, with a strong, sound scissors bite.


Chest: Of medium width with well sprung ribs.


Forequarters: Shoulders—The sloping shoulder blades are strongly muscled, yet flat and well laid back. Forelegs straight, vertical and without any curvature when seen from all sides; set moderately far apart; with heavy bone; elbows set close to the body and pointing directly to the rear.


Topline: Should not be absolutely horizontal, but should have a slightly descending slope.


Back: Strong, firm, straight and short.


Tail: Set moderately high and carried erect. It is docked to not less than one inch nor more than two inches.


Hindquarters: Strongly muscled, in balance with the forequarters, never appearing higher than the shoulders. Thighs broad with well bent stifles. The legs, from the clearly defined hock joint to the feet, are short and perpendicular to the ground.


Coat: Tight, hard, wiry and as thick as possible, composed of a soft, close undercoat and a harsh outer coat which, when seen against the grain, stands up off the back, lying neither smooth nor flat.


Color: Pepper and salt or pure black.


Feet: Small and compact, round with thick pads and strong black nails.


Height: Ideal height at the highest point of the shoulder blades, 18.5 to 19.5 inches for males and 17.5 inches to 18.5 inches for females.
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Artist and longtime breeder Gail Mackiernan captures the essence of the Standard Schnauzer in her drawings of a crop-eared pepper and salt and a natural-eared black.
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE BREED


There is no written record on how and exactly when the Standard Schnauzer was created. Over the years, knowledgeable dog people have discussed many theories. The most frequently heard theory is the one that is probably closest to the truth. This theory relates to tradesmen and farmers in 14th-century Germany who traveled the countryside and markets with carts laden with produce and other wares. The tradesmen needed a medium-sized dog of adequate size and strong enough to be a protection dog for their carts, but small enough to not take up too much space in the carts. These men, being of a practical nature, also desired that this new dog would be of service on the homefront as an excellent ratter, thus capable of double duty by keeping their stables and houses vermin-free. The breeders involved most likely crossed the black German Poodle and the gray Wolfspitz with Wirehaired Pinscher stock.


We do know for a fact that the Standard Schnauzer as we know it today appeared in several paintings by Albrecht Dürer (1471–1528), the most notable of which was his work titled Madonna with Many Animals, painted in 1492. Durer evidently must have owned a Standard Schnauzer, as later works of his contained seemingly the same dog as he aged.
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German Pinscher


A PINCH OF PINSCHER


In Germany, where the Standard Schnauzer was developed, the breed is grouped with the pinscher breeds in the German Pinscher-Schnauzer Klub (PSK). In the early years sometimes a breeder would have pups with smooth coats (pinschers) and pups with wire-haired coats (schnauzers) in the same litter. There are three sizes of schnauzer and three sizes of pinscher. The middle-sized pinscher (the German Pinscher, as it is known here in the United States) was near extinction after the two World Wars. Werner Jung, breed warden for the PSK in Germany, is credited with single-handedly saving the breed. The German Pinscher was introduced to the United States in 1982. In January of 2003 the AKC officially recognized the breed and classified it in the Working Group, where it joined the Standard and Giant Schnauzers. The German Pinscher’s breed standard very closely resembles the breed standard for the Standard Schnauzer in all aspects other than the coat requirements. The German Pinscher has a short and smooth coat, colored in either solid red or black and tan. or black and tan.





A tapestry titled The Crown of Thorns, dated 1501, by Lucas Cranach the Elder (1472–1553), along with other works of his, also contained the likeness of a Standard Schnauzer. Rembrandt painted some Standard Schnauzers, and one appears in an 18th-century work by the English painter Sir Joshua Reynolds (1723–1792). This makes one wonder if the Standard Schnauzer was in fact in England during the 18th century or if Reynolds had admired the breed while traveling on the Continent.


We do know that the Standard Schnauzer, known as the Mittelschnauzer in Germany and simply as the Schnauzer in the UK and many other parts of the world, is the origin of the three breeds of schnauzer, the Miniature and Giant Schnauzers being the smaller and larger breeds, respectively. Many people are under the misconception that the Standard Schnauzer is just a larger or smaller version of his more popular cousins, the Miniature and Giant Schnauzers. The truth is that people were so impressed with the attributes of the original (Mittel or Standard) Schnauzer that other breeds were introduced into the bloodlines of the Standard Schnauzer to develop the Miniature and Giant Schnauzer breeds that we know today.


Although both the Miniature and the Giant bear a strong physical resemblance to our original Standard Schnauzer, the breeders actually created two distinctly different breeds. The family name “schnauzer” that all three breeds share probably derived in the early years of the Standard Schnauzer; this word refers to the dogs’ distinctive appearance of having hair on their muzzles.


At the third International Dog Show in Hanover, Germany in 1879, Wirehaired Pinschers, as they were referred to then, were exhibited for the first time on record. Three dogs were entered from the Wurttenberg kennel, owned by C. Berger. The first-place winner was a dog named, fittingly enough, “Schnauzer.” According to history, from then on all Wirehaired Pinschers were called “schnauzers.”


In Germany, where the breed originated, the three sizes of schnauzer were put into the same club as the pinscher breeds, and they remain in that club today. In the US, the Standard Schnauzer is exhibited in the Working Group at dog shows along with his larger cousin, the Giant Schnauzer. In the UK, the Schnauzer is shown in the Utility Group along with his smaller cousin, the Miniature Schnauzer. In fact, until the early 1990s, when the Giant was moved into the English Kennel Club’s Working Group, all three breeds were shown in the Utility Group, which is similar to the American Kennel Club’s Non-Sporting Group.




During World War I, the Germans used the Standard Schnauzer for Red Cross work as well as for dispatch work for the German Army. The desirable breed characteristics of medium size, sturdiness and dependability made it a favorite of both the Red Cross and the Army.




ZWERGSCHNAUZER


The Miniature Schnauzer is known in its country of origin (Germany) as the Zwergschnauzer. This smallest of schnauzers shares the Standard’s colors of solid black and pepper and salt, and additionally silver and black. In some countries, Miniatures are also seen in solid white. They stand 12 to 14 inches tall at the withers.
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Miniature Schnauzer
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RIESENSCHNAUZER


The Standard Schnauzer’s larger cousin is known in Germany as the Riesenschnauzer. This is a very impressive dog with the same colors as the Standard Schnauzer. The Giant’s height is 25.5 to 27.5 inches in dogs and 23.5 to 25.5 inches in bitches.





Although there may have been an occasional Standard Schnauzer imported earlier into the UK, and records show that the first importation of the breed was around the year 1900, the first Standard Schnauzers imported in any great numbers into the UK were by the returning World War I soldiers who greatly admired these plucky and courageous dogs. The Standard Schnauzer preceded both the Miniature and Giant into the UK.


STANDARD SCHNAUZERS IN THE UNITED STATES


The Standard Schnauzer, often called by devoted fanciers “the dog with the human brain,” is one of the most versatile breeds of dog. This becomes more apparent the more one lives, plays and works with this medium-sized, high-spirited breed. Standard Schnauzers are so versatile that even their classification for show purposes is often debated. We’ve mentioned that in England the breed is placed in the Utility Group, while in Germany it is found in the Working Group. Here in the US the breed is now rightfully classified in the AKC’s Working Group, but this was not always so.
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A comparison of the three schnauzer sizes, the Giant, Standard and Miniature.


As in the UK, the Standard Schnauzer first appeared in the United States around 1900 and gained in popularity after World War I, when American soldiers began to bring them back home. In 1925 the Schnauzer Club of America (first called the Wirehaired Pinscher Club) was formed and included both the Miniature Schnauzer and the Standard Schnauzer, which were at that time classified by the AKC and shown together in the Terrier Group.


In 1933 the club divided into two separate breed clubs, but the two breeds were still shown together in the Terrier Group. The name of the original club was changed to the Standard Schnauzer Club of America (SSCA), with William D. Goff as the club’s first president. In 1934 he received a sterling silver cigarette case from the AKC in commemoration of the first 50 years of the AKC. Since then, regional and local specialty clubs devoted to the breed have formed around the United States under the auspices of the national club.
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The cigarette case presented to first SSCA president, William D. Goff, by the AKC in 1934.


For a glimpse of the breed in its early years of showing, let’s look at the Northern Westchester Kennel Club show, which was held on Saturday, June 9, 1934 at Lawrence Farms in Mount Kisco, New York. In the Terrier Group, under the classification of Schnauzers (Miniature and Standard), there were three Standard class dogs and one Standard champion bitch competing for the Best of Breed prize of five dollars. In the Miniature category, there were three class dogs, two champion dogs and three class bitches also competing for a Best of Breed prize of five dollars. That year both national breed clubs offered bronze statues of their respective breeds featuring the dogs who had accumulated the most points at designated shows throughout the year. The year was designated as starting with the Westminster Kennel Club show in 1934 up to the Westminster show in 1935. It is interesting to note that the statue offered for the Standard Schnauzer was a bronze head study of Eng. Ch. Cranbourne Lupin. One wonders where that head study is now.
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Ch. Pepper Tree Bel Air Rufnredy, “Nicki,” shown with Laura Noll and owner Judy Legan, participates in the Standard Schnauzer Club of Southern California’s first herding testing of the breed in 1998.
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In Finland, the number-one dog all-breeds in 1983 and number-two all-breeds in 1984 was the American-bred Standard Schnauzer Swed./Fin. Ch. Skansen’s Faenrik, owned by Mr. and Mrs. A. Nieminen.


In 1945 the AKC’s breed was moved from the Terrier Group to the Working Group, where it rightfully belongs and where it remains today, along with the Giant Schnauzer. The Miniature Schnauzer remained (and still remains) in the Terrier Group.


During the mid-20th century, as the US bounced back from World War II, the SSCA began to grow and develop into a broad-based national breed club. Officers were selected to represent all areas of the country. The national specialty show, traditionally held in the eastern half of the US, was now rotated annually from East to Midwest to West, allowing members throughout the country to participate. A regularly published national newsletter began in 1957 and the SSCA-published magazine, Pepper ‘N Salt, originated in 1966. By the new millennium the SSCA had produced books, tapes and CDs and had developed a website.


The Standard Schnauzer has been predominately a family dog, home-raised, rather than kennel-raised, by a small core of devoted fanciers. This was especially true during the 1950s and ‘60s when even the top show dogs were family pets. Ch. Rick ‘N Pat’s Royal Rogue, SSCA Dog of the Year in 1959, 1960, 1962 and 1963, and Ch. Eric von Hahlweg, Dog of the Year in 1965, are prime examples, as both were groomed, trained and handled by their owners. In 1960 15 Standard Schnauzers finished their AKC championships, 9 individuals won a total of 17 Group placements and the most intensely campaigned dog, Ch. Stone Pine Storm, was shown 34 times. And so much more was to come!


As the club expanded and membership increased, interest and accomplishments in the show ring went through the roof. By 1990 104 Standards were shown to their championships and the top-winning dogs were shown multiple times every week. Now the top winners weren’t just placing in Groups, but many were winning Bests in Show. Though a few were owner-handled, the majority was now groomed, conditioned and shown by professionals. Perhaps the most impressive overall record belongs to Ch. Parsifal di Casa Netzer, an Italian-bred dog imported by Barbara Dille for his breeder Gabriel del Torre, later owned by del Torre and Rita Holloway and shown by top professional Douglas Holloway. He made history in 1997 by becoming the first Standard Schnauzer to win Best in Show at Westminster. During his show career, he was said to have accumulated 376 Bests of Breed, 157 Group Firsts, 130 other placements and 66 Bests in Show. In 1996 he was rated the number-one dog all-breeds in the United States. These accomplishments are impressive in any breed, and even more so in a breed that registers fewer than 600 dogs per year.
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Erik Basko van het Bakerveld, from the famous Dutch Bakerveld kennel of the 1960s, pictured weeks after winning a world championship.


The show ring was not the only place of expanded Standard Schnauzer activity. The breed had always competed in obedience and tracking events. In the late 1980s agility hit the US and, as the new millennium arrived, AKC herding was added to the list of competitive activities for the breed. The theme of the 2004 national specialty was “Standard Schnauzers Do It All,” and the show included conformation, obedience, agility and herding.
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Pictured here winning the Breed at Westminster, Am./Can. Ch. Oakwood Carolina Rebel, “Hilton,” is a multiple Best-in-Show and national specialty winner.
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An impressive winner of the new millennium is Am./Can. Ch. Charisma Jailhouse Rock, owned by Connie Adel.


The versatile Standard Schnauzer has been used as a therapy dog, search-and-rescue dog and police bomb-sniffing dog. OTCh. Tailgates George Von Pickel UDX, a Standard Schnauzer owned by retired policeman Duane Pickel, even served as a cancer-detection dog, detecting malignant melanoma with amazing accuracy. This is cutting-edge technology where once again this very versatile breed is proving to be a useful accomplice to man.


The Standard Schnauzer has never experienced the same popularity with the general public as the Giant and Miniature; nonetheless, the future for this amazing breed should be very bright. The Standard Schnauzer will remain a loving family companion, and I suspect that most will continue to be home-raised by fanciers devoted to the breed. For all of the breed’s accomplishments, the Standard Schnauzer is first and foremost a companion dog.
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The Standard Schnauzer is an exciting animal to see and to own. The clean, sharp beauty of this breed is impressive. The lively and individualistic personality of the Standard Schnauzer makes him a joy to live with. The Standard Schnauzer is truly one of the most versatile of all breeds. He is small enough for a petite woman to handle, yet large enough for even the manliest of men. He is robust and sturdy enough to be a working dog, yet small enough in stature so as not to be overwhelming. His ideal size, combined with the breed’s properly maintained coat that has minimal shedding and little if any “doggy odor,” lead many people to think that this is the dog for everyone.


However, nothing could be further from the truth. The breed’s combination of intelligence and high spirit can make the Standard Schnauzer more than a handful for a lot of families. Remember, this is the dog that many fanciers refer to as “the dog with the human brain.” Of course, the highly intelligent brain inside this sometimes very quick, active, agile body, when trained properly, does make the breed a very sensible and reliable working and companion dog—proper training being the key.


The Standard Schnauzer does not develop his full personality as a kennel dog. The Standard Schnauzer’s mind develops best through close interactions with his human family. The breed in general has a very clever, inquisitive and sometimes creative bent. These dogs can also have mischievous and sometimes stubbornly determined minds. The Standard Schnauzer has a very strong sense of self-dignity, and the dog can be non-forgiving to people and children that have a propensity to tease dogs.


This is a true “people breed,” and the Standard Schnauzer’s brain needs the stimulation that only living with a family can provide. The Standard Schnauzer is not a one-man dog. Many will pick one family member as their favorite leader, but they readily accept all family members into their inner circle. Children must respect this breed’s highly developed sense of dignity. They must treat their dog with respect; if they do, they in return will have an extremely loving, loyal pal. Only “real” family and a few select friends are ever privileged to the “wiggling from the inside out” tail-wagging welcome with which the Standard Schnauzer greets his special people upon their arrival home. This is a very selective greeting, one of the distinctive character traits of the breed. The Standard Schnauzer will learn to accept those close to his family, but this breed is protective over its home and family and needs to be properly introduced to new people by its family.
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With her distinguished looks and brains to match, the Standard Schnauzer will be an upstanding canine citizen with proper guidance from her owner.
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The appeal of the Standard Schnauzer has led to its considerable fame around the world, celebrated on postage stamps and packaging for various products.





It is not wise to bedevil the Standard Schnauzer with needless tricks; he seems to need a reason for everything. Although he does have a good sense of “dog humor” at times, in reality he takes his job as guardian of the home very seriously. The family home and car belong to the Standard Schnauzer, and an unannounced visit brings out his deep bark, which from behind the closed door belies his medium size. He is exceptionally alert to his surroundings and aware of every change in them. His reaction is to hold rather than to attack and, unless provoked, he has been known to keep an intruder cornered for quite a long time. Pity the letter carrier or delivery boy who does not take the time to make friends with this very big dog in a medium-sized package. His intense attitude at the backyard fence inspires respect from all who pass.


The Standard Schnauzer’s coat is another feature that sets him apart from most other mid-sized breeds. He possesses a double coat that has a harsh coarse outer coat made up of stiff banded hairs that, when seen against the grain, stand slightly up off the back, lying neither smooth nor flat. The undercoat is composed of soft downy-like hairs that should not be so profuse as to overwhelm the topcoat. The undercoat works like insulation, keeping the dog warm in winter and cool in summer. The outer coat offers excellent protection from the elements and easily can be brushed free of dirt.
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Taylor’s instincts come to the fore as he detects “vermin” in the tree.
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Standard Schnauzers on the Continent today are often seen with undocked tails and natural drop ears.
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The abundant facial furnishings are a defining trait of the breed’s appealing look. This is a young dog from Pepper Tree Standard Schnauzers.


There are only two acceptable coat colors: solid black and pepper and salt (or salt and pepper). This very distinctive coloration comes about because each of the guard, or outercoat, hairs is actually banded with color. Depending on the growth state in the hair shaft, it is either black or white. This is where the name for the coat derives: the dog looks like it has been sprinkled with salt and pepper. The texture of both the black and the pepper and salt colors should have the same harsh feeling.


In the US, show dogs are almost always seen with ears cropped and tails docked the way they were back when cropping and docking were done for a reason—the reason being to prevent ears from being bitten by farm rats and to prevent tails from getting caught in wagon wheels. Even though the Standard Schnauzer breed standard does allow the dogs to be shown with natural ears and tails, it is indeed a brave and very knowledgeable judge who awards points to those dogs. Most show breeders and exhibitors prefer the cropped look as it makes for a sharper, crisper, more attention-getting dog. Many pet owners prefer the softer look of the uncropped ear. The ears in the UK and many parts of the Continent must be kept in their natural state, as ear cropping is forbidden by law. Even the tails in some countries on the Continent must remain undocked, due to new laws against tail docking. In the UK, if a breeder wants tails docked, a licensed veterinarian must do them.


Concerning health issues, which every owner must consider in determining if the Standard Schnauzer is right for him and vice versa, the breed is by and large a healthy, hardy one. It typically enjoys a long lifespan, upwards of 13 years and often up to 17 or 18 years. This is impressive for any breed of dog, no matter the size. Owners and potential owners should be cautioned, however, of some problems that have occurred in the breed over which breeders and vets voice some concern. Breeders worldwide are constantly trying to keep genetic defects to a minimum.
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The three amigos: Taylor, Phlash and Stella enjoy some fresh air and sunshine.






HEALTH TESTING


Reputable Standard Schnauzer breeders will have their breeding stock certified by the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) as being clear of hip dysplasia, and will have current CERF (Canine Eye Registration Foundation) clearances on their dogs’ eyes. Although eye disease is not prominent in the breed, annual testing is advised since eye problems can occur at any time in a dog’s life and affected dogs should be removed from breeding programs.








Fortunately, however, Standard Schnauzers are relatively free of most of the genetic problems that can plague other breeds. Hip dysplasia (HD) has been documented in some Standard Schnauzers, though the problem is not as widespread as in most other working breeds, and severe dysplasia is rare. HD refers to the abnormal development of the hip in which the ball and socket fail to function properly. X-rays can determine whether the Standard Schnauzer is affected by this disease, which is considered to be inherited. Therefore, breeders routinely screen their stock so that dysplastic animals are not included in their breeding programs. Puppy buyers should discuss this with their breeders and ask to see documentation of the parents’ hip clearances from an accredited organization like the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA). X-ray results are only conclusive once a dog has reached two years of age.






HEART-HEALTHY


Most people obtain a dog for either companionship or show purposes. Research is now showing, through scientific study methods, that people who own dogs are also improving their health. For example, a study conducted at the UCLA Medical Center in Los Angeles involved a group of hospitalized heart-failure patients who would receive either visits from a volunteer with a dog, visits from just a volunteer or no visits at all. Scientists meticulously measured and recorded the patients’ physiological responses before, during and after the visits. Their findings consistently showed the best results in the group of patients who received visits from a volunteer with a dog.


Think of what this means for pet owners. Studies have shown that petting, walking and grooming a dog all take positive steps toward lowering a person’s blood pressure. Likewise, we all know that exercise is good for health and longevity, so your dog’s daily walks will help you establish and maintain an exercise routine. It has also been found that senior citizens with dogs are not only more active but also less likely to experience depression than those without dogs.
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Snuggling with a canine companion is beneficial for both of you. Ch. Vortac Autumn Legacy CD is a registered therapy dog.


Very few breeders have encountered thyroid problems, eye problems or epilepsy, but there have been a few cases reported. Hypothyroidism refers to low activity of the thyroid gland; affected dogs require a thyroid-stimulating hormone (TSH) response test in addition to the standard t4 thyroid test to diagnose the disorder.


Epilepsy, in its inherited or idiopathic (of unknown cause) form, occurs in a number of breeds. It affects a dog’s neurological system, resulting in recurring seizures or convulsions. Usually epilepsy can be identified when the dog is between six months and three years old.


The one problem that most frequently causes the Standard Schnauzer’s early demise, besides the automobile, is one that is alarmingly prevalent in many breeds of dog (as well as in humans)—cancer. Discuss the prevalence of cancer in the breeder’s line before committing to purchasing a puppy. Cancer can develop in an animal at any age, but it occurs most commonly at older ages. Breeders may have to research not just the grandsire and granddam of the litter, but perhaps go back as far as three or four generations.
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