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The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.


JAMES 5:16 NKJV
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INTRODUCTION





Unlock the transformative power of prayer with this classic daily devotional.


The Power of Prayer is a beautifully crafted collection of meditations that invites you into a deeper, more intimate walk with God. It offers wisdom and insights drawn from some of Christianity’s most profound voices, including Spurgeon, Murray, Augustine, Bounds, Tozer, and other timeless spiritual leaders.


Each day’s reading will inspire, challenge, and guide you to cultivate a richer prayer life, grounding you in the truth that prayer is not just a practice but the pathway to communion with your Creator. Whether you are new to prayer or a prayer closet veteran, these meditations will provide daily nourishment for your spirit.


Discover the power of persistent prayer and gain practical guidance and encouragement from Christian classics that have withstood the test of time. Let this devotional be your companion on the journey to greater intimacy with God, as you tap into the deep well of prayer’s power and experience the life-changing presence of the Holy Spirit.



















JANUARY 1



TEACH US TO PRAY





“When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven.”


LUKE 11:2 NKJV


This wonderful prayer was dictated by our Lord in reply to the question on the part of His disciples, “Lord, teach us to pray.” His answer was to bid them pray. This is the only way we shall ever learn to pray, by just beginning to do it. —A.B. Simpson, The Life of Prayer


Prayer is not a hard language to learn, nor is it something you have to master before you do it. Prayer is communication with your heavenly Father. The only way to learn how to pray is by praying. You don’t have to read up on it, and you don’t have to waver in it either. The more you practice it, the more natural it will become.


The most solid foundation of prayer is the one that Jesus himself taught his disciples. If you don’t know what to say, repeat Jesus’ words found in Luke 11:2-4. Your Father listens to your prayer, and he will answer you.


Today, pray the Lord’s Prayer.














JANUARY 2


KEEP PRAYING





Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.


EPHESIANS 6:18 NIV


I must pray, pray, pray. I must put all my energy and all my heart into prayer. Whatever else I do, I must pray. —R. A. Torrey, How to Pray


Prayer is not something saved for special occasions or our worst days. When we are sick, yes, we should pray. When the world is haywire, let’s pray. But we must not forget to pray when times are good, and we are filled with love. Let us pray for those around us, as well as for the goodness of God to meet us in every season.


Prayer is a practice that is meant for every day. It is as vital to our soul’s health as food, water, and sun is to our body’s well-being. We need connection with God to thrive. Our prayers will change in tenor and tone, but the connection to God remains the same. He is faithful, unchanging, and always available to his children!


Pray to God whenever you think of it today.














JANUARY 3


GREATER THINGS





“As heaven is higher than earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”


ISAIAH 55:9 CSB


Do not bring before God stinted petitions and narrow desires, and say, “Lord, do according to these,” but, remember, as high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are his ways above your ways, and his thoughts above your thoughts, and ask, therefore, after a God-like sort, ask for great things, for you are before the throne of grace, for then he would do for us exceeding abundantly above what we ask or even think. —C. H. Spurgeon, The Throne of Grace


When you come before the throne of grace, you approach the King who is above every ruler and power of this world. He is able to do far more than you can imagine, and he delights in answering the prayers of his children. Why not take your prayers to God and hold them up to him in hope?


You don’t have to keep your prayers small. No! Ask for the greater things: mountains moved, bodies healed, and hopes fulfilled. Nothing is impossible for him.


How freely do you ask God for greater things—the things of his kingdom?














JANUARY 4


CHILDREN OF GOD





The Spirit we received does not make us slaves again to fear; it makes us children of God. With that Spirit we cry out, “Father.”


ROMANS 8:15 NCV


All true prayer begins in the recognition of the Father. It is not the cry of nature to an unknown God, but the intelligent converse of a child with his heavenly Father. —A.B. Simpson, The Life of Prayer


God is not a far-off figure who is out of touch with the world or what is going on in it. He is not a dictator, bossing us around and expecting us to fall in line without question. He is not simply a figurehead without power to enact change. He is a Father, and we are his beloved children.


When we come to God through prayer, we can pour out our hearts to him without fear. He wants us to share our lives, our troubles, and our joys with him. We don’t have to edit ourselves. He knows our hearts already, and to speak the truth of what is in us to the God who not only knows but loves us is powerful.


Talk to God like the loving, interested, invested Father he is.














JANUARY 5


POWERFUL PRAYER





The LORD is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the righteous.


PROVERBS 15:29 ESV


No amount of money, genius, or culture can move things for God. Holiness energizing the soul, the whole man aflame with love, with desire for more faith, more prayer, more zeal, more consecration—this is the secret of power. —E. M. Bounds, Power Through Prayer


We cannot convince God to listen to us with what we offer him. Power, money, and influence do not move his heart. What moves God’s heart is love, humility, the desire to know him, and a hunger for wisdom.


You don’t have to dress yourself up for God to earn his attention. You don’t have to prove yourself to him either. He delights in coming close to the seeking heart. He shows himself to those who wait on him. Don’t follow the ways of this world and think you’ve found the answer to power. God’s power is better than any you could find in halls of influence, without corruption, manipulation, or greed.


Humble yourself before God and let love lead your prayer.














JANUARY 6


ASK MUCH





“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.”


MATTHEW 7:7-8 NASB


Fellow-laborers in His vineyard, it is quite evident that our Master desires us to ask, and to ask much. He tells us we glorify God by doing so! —Anonymous, Kneeling Christian


We don’t have to wait around helplessly wondering whether God will show up and meet us or not. Ask, and it will be given. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened. Waiting seasons don’t necessitate seasons of silence. No, let’s bring our questions, our longings, and our requests before our heavenly Master, our good and gracious Savior!


When we have questions, we don’t have to hide them from God. When we have needs, we don’t have to ignore them. Faith brings our lack and holds it up to God’s faithfulness. Let’s not forget to ask, and ask much. God honors the seeking heart, always, and he will meet us in our need.


Do you hesitate to ask God for what you need in prayer?














JANUARY 7


FORGIVENESS FIRST





“When you are praying, first forgive anyone you are holding a grudge against, so that your Father in heaven will forgive your sins, too.”


MARK 11:25 NLT


Every prayer rests upon our faith in God’s pardoning grace. If God dealt with us after our sins, not one prayer could be heard. Pardon opens the door to all God’s love and blessing: because God has pardoned all our sin, our prayer can prevail to obtain all we need. The deep sure ground of answer to prayer is God’s forgiving love.
 —Andrew Murray, With Christ in the School of Prayer


God’s grace gives us freedom. He forgives us our sins, and we come before him without the weight of guilt, fear, or shame. We are to follow his example in our own hearts and lives. When we choose to forgive others as he has forgiven us, we live from the freedom of his gracious love.


Let’s not overlook the importance of forgiving those we hold grudges against. If there is a bitter root in our hearts, it will keep us from the freedom Christ offers. As we offer Jesus our open hearts and choose to forgive the failings of others, we make room to receive what we truly desire from God.


Consider the grudges you may be holding on to (even toward yourself). Will you forgive today?














JANUARY 8


I AM





Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; Let Your glory be above all the earth.


PSALM 57:5 NKJV


When God would make His Name known to mankind He could find no better word than “I Am.” When He speaks in the first person He says, “I Am”; when we speak of Him we say, “He is”; when we speak to Him we say, “Thou art.” Everyone and everything else measures from that fixed point. “I am that I am,” says God, “I change not.”
 —A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God


God is worthy of our praise, no matter the season or circumstances of our lives. He is all that we could ever dream, and he is so much more. God, the exalted one, is glorious and good. We cannot exaggerate his goodness, nor can we praise him enough.


When we pray, let’s not overlook his majesty or power. He is faithful, unchanging, and true. He is that he is, and he will always be. He is present, he is perfect, and he is waiting for us to turn our attention to him even now. Let’s give him our adoration and praise.


Let praise be your prayer right now.














JANUARY 9


MOVING GOD’S HEART





Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.


PHILIPPIANS 4:6 NIV


Prayer affects men by affecting God. Prayer moves men because it moves God to move men. Prayer influences men by influencing God to influence them. Prayer moves the hand that moves the world. —E. M. Bounds, The Possibilities of Prayer


Isn’t it comforting to know that your prayers move the heart of God? Not only that, but he uses your prayers to influence others. There is every reason to pray, no matter the situation, your feelings about it, or your energy. You always have access to God through prayer. How often do you connect to him through it?


You can give God your anxieties and leave them there. He knows exactly what to do in each and every situation. He has solutions for your problems, strength for your weakness, and overwhelming love to fill every need. Present your requests to God, and let him move. Let him do what he does best. You don’t have to control a thing.


Let every anxious thought become a prayer and a petition.














JANUARY 10


TURN TOWARD HIM





Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.


1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-18 CSB


You need not utterly despair even of those who for the present “turn again and rend you.” For if all your arguments and persuasives fail, there is yet another remedy left, and one that is frequently found effectual, when no other method avails. This is prayer. —John Wesley, Upon Our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount


The consistent turning of our hearts to the Lord is what prayer is. No matter where we are in the world, no matter what is going on in or around us, God is available. He is ready to receive us as we come to him, and he is present in our midst by his Holy Spirit.


God’s will isn’t that we struggle on our own. It’s not that we would pick ourselves up by the bootstraps. It’s not for us to keep striving until we break. The invitation—his hope—is that we’ll lean on him. None of us can earn our salvation, and we don’t have to try to keep ourselves in his good graces. We are his children, and he is our loving Father. In all things, let’s rejoice, pray, and give thanks.


Are you trying to prove yourself to God, or have you pressed in to know him as a good Father?














JANUARY 11


GRACE ENTHRONED





Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.


HEBREWS 4:16 ESV


The throne of grace. The word grows as I turn it over in my mind, and to me it is a most delightful reflection that if I come to the throne of God in prayer, I may feel a thousand defects, but yet there is hope. —C. H. Spurgeon, The Throne of Grace


We don’t have to dress ourselves up before God or tidy up our emotions before approaching him in prayer. He already sees and knows us as we are. Why should we pretend? No, he welcomes us with grace and mercy, and he is ready to restore our hope, our strength, and our peace in his presence.


Whenever we are in need, that’s a good time to go to God. Grace isn’t a limited resource. God’s generosity is greater than we can imagine. We cannot deplete his stores of mercy or exhaust his gracious patience. He is always ready to help us in our time of need (even if that is every day!).


Do you limit your prayers, thinking you’re being a bother? Go with confidence to the throne of grace as many times as you need.














JANUARY 12


HOLY SPIRIT HELP





Then we can continue to pray and to teach the word of God.


ACTS 6:4 NCV


Every provision is made for us. But only the Holy Spirit can stir us up to take hold of God. And if we will but yield ourselves to the Spirit’s promptings we shall most assuredly follow the example of the apostles of old, who gave themselves to prayer, and continued steadfastly in prayer. —Anonymous, Kneeling Christian


Prayer is a practice, and it becomes more natural by repetition. The more we turn our hearts to the Lord, the more the Spirit stirs and directs our attention to God’s desires. If we want to have solid prayer lives, we cannot wait around for it to one day click. With a little intention and action, we can yield our hearts to God, and he will stir up a hunger to continue.


Knowing that the Holy Spirit is our help, we don’t have to wait a moment longer to put prayer into practice. Even when we don’t know what to pray for, the Holy Spirit intercedes on our behalf. When we surrender ourselves to the Spirit’s promptings, we will know the power of God in our hearts, minds, and lives.


Ask the Holy Spirit to move in your heart as you pray.














JANUARY 13


REST IN GOD





Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation comes from him. Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will never be shaken.


PSALM 62:1-2 NIV


You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. —St. Augustine, Confessions


It is possible to find rest in God each and every day. We don’t have to bear our burdens, no matter how weighty they are, alone. Christ is our rock and our salvation, and when we make our home in his love, he wraps around us with the peace of his presence.


Jesus said in Matthew 11:28, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” When your heart is weighed down by the burdens of this life, come to Jesus. Bring him everything you carry, and lay them at his feet. He will care for you, offer you the strength of his grace, and revive you in his love. You were made out of love, and to love you return. Find your rest in your Creator.


Bring every worry, fear, and burden to the Lord today.














JANUARY 14


WORDLESS PRAYERS





The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, God, You will not despise.


PSALM 51:17 NASB


In prayer, it is better to have a heart without words than words without a heart. —John Bunyan, The Pilgrim’s Progress


When you don’t have words to pray, don’t be discouraged. God reads the prayers of your heart as you turn your attention toward him. Romans 8:26 promises, “the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know what to pray for as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.”


When our words fail, the Holy Spirit steps in and prays on our behalf. What a beautiful God, that we can trust him to partner with us in prayer, not only in what we ask, but also in the things we don’t have language to petition him for.


When you don’t have the words to convey your prayers, invite the Holy Spirit to pray on your behalf.














JANUARY 15


WHOLEHEARTED TRUST





Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.


PROVERBS 3:5 NLT


It is not for us to know what the future holds, but to trust in God’s purpose for us, and prayer is a way to live into that trust. —Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from Prison


Prayer isn’t just about communicating with God. It’s not only about asking him for what we need, nor is it about appeasing him. He is already full of love, and he wants us to know the extent of his faithfulness. Prayer helps us build our relationship with him, and it is a practice of trust.


When do you most pray to God? Is it when you are feeling settled and happy, or is it in the more tumultuous or unknown times of life? Ideally, we pray in every season. However, when we feel the pressures of life, we may feel the need to reach out to the Lord more. God is faithful at all times, and he never changes. Prayer moves us closer to his presence, and it offers peace through placing our trust in God’s unfailing nature.


When you pray today, actively put your trust in God’s purposes for you, and ultimately, in his faithfulness to his nature.














JANUARY 16


WHAT YOU NEED





“Your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.”


MATTHEW 6:8 NKJV


We must not think that [God] takes no notice of us, when He does not answer our wishes: for He has a right to distinguish what we actually need. —John Calvin, Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew


You don’t have to beg God to provide for your needs. He already knows all that you require, and he won’t hesitate to care for you. Jesus’ reassuring words to his followers are the same he speaks to us today.


So, what does that mean when what we want goes unmet? Let’s take a step back from our expectations and ask God to shine the light of his wisdom on our minds and hearts. Though we might think we know how God should answer our prayers, God’s solutions are thorough. He considers details that we are not aware of. Let’s trust him even when we don’t understand.


Have you ever looked back through the lens of hindsight and been thankful God didn’t answer your prayer the way you thought he should?














JANUARY 17


DRAWN TO JESUS





“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day.”


JOHN 6:44 NIV


We pursue God because, and only because, He has first put an urge within us that spurs us to the pursuit. “No man can come to me,” said our Lord, “except the Father which hath sent me draw him,” and it is by this very prevenient drawing that God takes from us every vestige of credit for the act of coming. —A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God


If you have ever questioned the authenticity of your desire for God, may today’s verse and quote put your mind at rest. God drew you to himself before you knew him. He called you before you knew his voice. Whatever desire you feel, it originated in the heart of God. And he loves you! He welcomes you with open arms no matter when or how you come to him.


Let your pursuit of the Lord be uninhibited. Don’t hesitate in his presence, for he draws you to himself with loving-kindness. Your pursuit of God is not something to use as a measuring stick against others. Don’t compare your journey with anyone else’s. Just look to the one who draws you with mercy.


Let your heart be led in love as you pray, and let your doubts fall away in his presence.














JANUARY 18


DIRECT YOUR GAZE





Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.


HEBREWS 12:2 ESV


Faith is not a once-done act, but a continuous gaze of the heart at the Triune God. Believing, then, is directing the heart’s attention to Jesus. It is lifting the mind to “behold the Lamb of God,” and never ceasing that beholding for the rest of our lives. —A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God


Prayer is an act of faith, directing the heart’s attention to Jesus. We behold the Son of God with the eyes of our hearts, and we are transformed by his character. The more we offer God our attention, the more our hearts are filled with the glory of his presence.


Even when we experience the hardest days, God’s presence is as near to us as the skin on our bones. His peace is as life giving as the air in our lungs. With thoughtful intention, let’s make prayer a practice, and turn our attention to the one who watches over us continually. He will never leave us, and he is always available to hear our prayers.


Continually turn the gaze of your heart toward the Lord today. Whenever you think of it, pray!














JANUARY 19


MAKE PRAYER A PRIORITY





Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he got up, went out, and made his way to a deserted place; and there he was praying.


MARK 1:35 CSB


There is a still weightier reason for this constant, persistent, sleepless, overcoming prayer. It is, prayer occupied a very prominent place and played a very important part in the earthly life of our Lord. —R. A. Torrey, How to Pray


Jesus was sure to keep prayer an important part of his routine. Why do you think this is? Do you suppose it was an obligation he felt? Or rather an opportunity to connect with his heavenly Father? In the secret place of prayer, Jesus could pour his heart out to God. It’s the same for us.


When you awake and are alone in the quiet, what if you got up and used that time for prayer? You may not be able to rearrange much in your already busy schedule, but you can follow the example of Jesus and carve out time to connect with your Father. Whether in the morning or the evening, or anytime that is possible, get up, get alone, and pour your heart out to God.


Spend time in the secret place of prayer with your God.














JANUARY 20


COMMUNAL PRAYER





“Also, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about something and pray for it, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. This is true because if two or three people come together in my name, I am there with them.”


MATTHEW 18:19-20 NCV


You have need not only of secret solitary, but also of public united prayer. And He gives us a very special promise for the united prayer of two or three who agree in what they ask. As a tree has its root hidden in the ground and its stem growing up into the sunlight, so prayer needs equally for its full development the hidden secrecy in which the soul meets God alone, and the public fellowship with those who find in the name of Jesus their common meeting-place. —Andrew Murray, With Christ in the School of Prayer


We need both solitary prayer and communal times of prayer. In the former, you can empty your heart before God. In the latter, you come together in agreement for God to move in specific ways. The united prayers of God’s people are powerful!


You don’t need a large group to pray communally. You can do it with even one other person. Partnered prayer can be a mighty comfort, grace, and strength in the moment.


Seek out or offer prayer to another today.














JANUARY 21


UNFAILING MERCY





The LORD’s acts of mercy indeed do not end, For His compassions do not fail.


LAMENTATIONS 3:22 NASB


Seek a suitable time for thy meditation, and think frequently of the mercies of God to thee. —Thomas à Kempis, The Imitation of Christ


The more we focus on God’s goodness, the more readily we recognize it in our lives. This isn’t just something we say, it is how our minds work. This is why it’s so important to direct our thoughts to the Lord and to remember his mercies toward us.


Meditative prayer is not a new way to pray. Also known as contemplative prayer, it focuses on stillness and inner reflection. Joshua 1:8 says, “You shall meditate on [the Book of the Law] day and night.” When we direct our thoughts and move our attention toward God and his Word, our understanding of who he is will deepen. The more we reflect on his faithfulness, his mercy, and his provision in our lives, the more grateful we will become in response.


Spend time in meditation, remembering the specific kindnesses of God toward you.














JANUARY 22


UNCHANGING ONE





God is not a man, so he does not lie. He is not human, so he does not change his mind.


NUMBERS 23:19 NLT


We ought, once for all, heartily to put our whole trust in God, and make a total surrender of ourselves to Him, secure that He would not deceive us. —Brother Lawrence, The Practice of the Presence of God


Prayer is an act of putting our trust in the unchanging God. He is faithful to do all that he has promised, and he does not change his mind. What he says, he follows through with. What he promises, he does. It may not be in our timing, but as the Scripture says, “A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a day” (2 Peter 3:8).


God’s faithfulness is his character, and he will not change like the shifting winds of this world or of popular opinion. He cannot be talked out of his love, and he will not be convinced of a lie. He is the way, the truth, and the life, and you can trust that his heart and eyes are unclouded from manipulation. If you are waiting on God to move, don’t lose heart. He will do what he promised to do.


Surrender yourself to God in prayer as you actively choose to trust his timing.














JANUARY 23


LAW OF LOVE





“In everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.”


MATTHEW 7:12 NKJV


The need of help outside of man being so great, man’s natural inability to always judge kindly, justly, and truly, and to act the Golden Rule, so prayer is enjoined by Christ to enable man to act in all these things according to the Divine will. By prayer, the ability is secured to feel the law of love, to speak according to the law of love, and to do everything in harmony with the law of love. —E. M. Bounds, The Possibilities of Prayer


The law of love is clearly spelled out in what we call The Golden Rule. It encompasses the whole of the Old Testament Law and Prophets. When we choose to walk in the ways of Christ, we cannot ignore the example of his incomparable kindness, overwhelming mercy, and gracious generosity.


When we begin to use our faith as an excuse for our lack of love, we miss the point entirely. Love turns the other cheek. It helps those who others overlook. It invites in and cares for the poor, those without family, and the refugee. If this is hard, we must pray. Pray for more of God’s love to move in our hearts.


Pray for your actions to line up with the law of Christ’s love.














JANUARY 24


EVER PRESENT





Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?


PSALM 139:7 NIV


Wherever we are, God is here. There is no place, there can be no place, where He is not… No point is nearer to God than any other point. It is exactly as near to God from any place as it is from any other place. No one is in mere distance any further from or any nearer to God than any other person is. —A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God


What a relief it is to know that we don’t have to worry about straying from God’s presence. Wherever we are, there he is. We can’t outrun his love, and we can’t lose his Spirit. Just as the air always surrounds us, so God’s presence is near from birth to death.


As you pray, remember how close God is. Turn your attention to the way the air fills your lungs as you breathe it in. Let it serve as a reminder that God’s presence is as close. Combine your deep breathing with prayers of meditation on his Word. It will help calm your anxiety and focus your attention on God.


Inhale: Lord, my heart searches for you. Exhale: You are with me.














JANUARY 25


PROMISED PEACE





The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.


PHILIPPIANS 4:7 ESV


Just keep in constant touch with God, and when any trouble or vexation, great or small, comes up, speak to Him about it, never forgetting to return thanks for what He has already done. —R. A. Torrey, How to Pray


Why do we pray? Is it to put on a show for God or others? Is it so we feel more spiritual? Prayer is not a one-sided act. We are the prayers, God is the hearer. It is an act of relational connection, and there is a divine exchange that occurs through it. It doesn’t end when we say “Amen.”


We use prayer as a conversation, thanking God for what he does as we trust him with what we present to him. And his Spirit moves in response, giving us peace that guards our hearts and minds. His presence speaks peace, wisdom, and power to our bodies, and we receive what he so willingly offers.


When you pray today, end with thanks and take time to receive what the Holy Spirit offers.














JANUARY 26


FAITHFUL FRIEND





“I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know what his master is doing. But I call you friends, because I have made known to you everything I heard from my Father.”


JOHN 15:15 NCV


He is a Friend, not only in season, but at all seasons, and at the most unseasonable times. The peculiarity of God’s grace is that He helps when man would refuse to help, and its highest trophies are associated with hours when mercy seemed long past and hope forever dead. —A.B. Simpson, The Life of Prayer


There is never a bad time to show up at God’s door. You can come to him in the middle of the night, looking a mess, and he will open the door to his presence. As soon as you turn to him, in fact, you will discover that he is already nearer than you knew.


Jesus is the best of friends. He doesn’t leave when you are in a hard spot. He is ever faithful, ever present, and ever loving. Why would you stay away from him when he has everything you need? He’s got the wisdom, grace, patience, clarity, and peace you’re looking for.


Spend time in prayer with your faithful Friend.














JANUARY 27


ELEVATED ACTS





Brothers and sisters, pray for us that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you.


2 THESSALONIANS 3:1 CSB


Prayer is no trifle. It is an eminent and elevated act. It is a high and wondrous privilege. —C. H. Spurgeon, The Throne of Grace


Prayer is a holy act, and yet it is one of the simplest ways we put our faith into practice. It is a wonderful privilege to be able to come before the Lord with boldness. We offer him our heartfelt trust as we petition him for the needs of others.


How often do you pray for others? When you join your prayer to God’s generous heart, he responds in faithfulness. It is no small thing to pray for God’s intervention and wisdom when we don’t know what to do. It is a high and wondrous privilege, an eminent and elevated act. It joins our hearts to God’s purposes. Why would we brush it aside, when faith-filled prayer has the ability to move mountains?


Spend time praying for others today.














JANUARY 28


SEEK AND FIND





“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied.”


MATTHEW 5:6 NASB


The heart which is behindhand in seeking God in the morning has lost its relish for God. David’s heart was ardent after God. He hungered and thirsted after God, and so he sought God early, before daylight. —E. M. Bounds, Power Through Prayer


A prayerful heart reaches for the Lord in constant connection. We don’t have to only pray during a dedicated time in our day. We can pray throughout, sending God our heart’s cries, whispers, and attention. As we turn our attention to him, even in stolen moments, he meets us.


Still, there is something to be said about starting our days by searching for the Lord. No matter the time we wake up, as our consciousness awakens, let us position our gaze toward God. A simple, “Thank you, Lord, for this new day” is enough to start us off right. When we ask him to reveal his goodness, his presence, and his faithfulness, we open the eyes of our hearts to look for his marks of mercy. Those who hunger and thirst will be satisfied.


Each morning, before you even open your eyes, start your day with prayer.














JANUARY 29


PASSIONATE PURSUIT





O God, you are my God; I earnestly search for you. My soul thirsts for you; my whole body longs for you.


PSALM 63:1 NLT


To have found God and still to pursue Him is the soul’s paradox of love. —A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God


The more we get to know the goodness of God’s character, the more we love him. His kindness is irresistible! David’s passionate pursuit of God was not based in fear or mistrust. It was rooted in love.


God’s love satisfies our souls and feeds our hunger for him at the same time. Consider what it’s like to be in love. You spend as much time as you can with the person, and when you’re apart, you want to be around them still! We can know this kind of love with the Lord with a notable exception: he will never leave us, disappoint us, or mislead us. His love is perfect, and he is so worthy of our continual pursuit.


Ask the Lord to fill your heart with his love as you look to him.














JANUARY 30


BETTER STILL





The word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.


HEBREWS 4:12 NKJV


What God says is best, is best, though all the men in the world are against it. —John Bunyan, The Pilgrim’s Progress


God’s Word is sharp. It is always right, and it’s right on time. God’s wisdom doesn’t expire with the ages. His truth is based in his faithful character, and that means it is timeless. What good news this is for us!


The law of God’s love is the same powerful measure we use today. Christ displayed the goodness of his Father in his ministry. He lived out the mercy of God and displayed his power through incredible miracles. As we pray, let’s not be unaware of the foundation of God’s truth: his limitless love. As we align our lives with Jesus’ ways, we move toward the best God has for us. It’s even better than what we could ask for.


Ask the Lord to help you walk in his ways even when it costs you something.














JANUARY 31


BEHOLD HIM





I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory.


PSALM 63:2 NIV


God comes down to us by his Spirit, and we go up to him by prayer. —Thomas Watson, The Ten Commandments


Prayer is an active exchange with the Holy Spirit. His presence draws us close to the heart of the Father, and it is as if there is no distance between us as we pour out our hearts to the Creator of our souls.


You can think of prayer as an act of beholding God. When you turn your attention to his nature, and listen for his voice, you will encounter his presence. The old hymn comes to mind, “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face, and the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of his glory and grace.” Turn your eyes toward your Savior today, and behold the beauty of his loving countenance!


Prayerfully worship your Savior today.
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