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About the Selecting Editors:


Jacob Sam-La Rose was born in London in 1976. He was managing director of a web development studio before becoming a freelance writer and editor. He is the Artistic Director of the London Teenage Poetry SLAM, Editor-in-Chief of Metaroar.com, and an editor for flipped eye press. He also facilitates a range of literature-in-education, creative writing and spoken word programmes through schools, arts centres and other institutions. His work has appeared in many anthologies and journals, including Identity Parade: New British & Irish Poets (Bloodaxe), Poems For Love (Penguin), I Have Found a Song (Enitharmon Press), Red (Peepal Tree), Learn Then Burn: The Ultimate Poetry Guide for the High School or College Classroom (Write Bloody) and Michael Rosen’s A-Z: The Best Children’s Poetry from Agard to Zephaniah (Puffin). His pamphlet Communion was a Poetry Book Society Pamphlet Choice in 2006. Breaking Silence (Bloodaxe Books, 2011), his first book-length collection, was shortlisted for both the Forward Prize for Best First Collection and the Fenton Aldeburgh First Collection Prize 2012.


Jane Commane was born in Coventry and lives and works in Warwickshire. Her poems have been published in Tears in the Fence, And Other Poems, Iota, Anon, The Stare’s Nest and the Morning Star and collected in Best British Poetry 2011 and Lung Jazz: Young British Poets for Oxfam. Jane is editor at Nine Arches Press and co-editor of Under the Radar magazine.





FOREWORD



Consider the Primers countdown: three selected poets, a second book published, one copy in your hand. We – Nine Arches Press, the Poetry School and selecting editor Jacob Sam-La Rose – are delighted to launch the second volume in our Primers mentoring and publishing series, and welcome you to our selected poets’ worlds.


This most recent Primers scheme brought in a rich and appealing menu of new poetry for us to consider and ponder over during the autumn and winter of 2016. Our first round of selections produced an initial long-longlist of just under a hundred promising submissions that we finessed into a longlist of just 28 poets. Our further reading and intense, enjoyable discussions resulted in the shortlist of ten, which included auspicious and thought-provoking new poetry from Emma Jeremy, Marjorie Lofti-Gill, Matthew Dixon, Michelle Penn, Miranda Peake, Paul Adrian, and Samuel Prince as well as our three finalists, Ben Bransfield, Cynthia Miller and Marvin Thompson.


What are the advantages, then, of a scheme like Primers? For one, the submissions process itself offers each poet who submits an assessment of their work, however brief that may be – whether it’s simply ‘No, not this time’ or an encouraging ‘Maybe, let’s put this on the longlist’ or perhaps even a resounding consensus of ‘Oh yes, this MUST go on the shortlist!’ from the selecting editors. Each decision has a value in evaluating original work at an important stage of its development. If you submitted poems to Primers and were not successful this year, you still took a giant step in doing something practical and positive to get your poems out there and under our collective consideration. Admiration is due to every single poet who took the time to refine and polish-up their six best poems and submit them to Primers: Volume Two – even if you didn’t make any of the lists, you had the courage and confidence to put your work before us, and allow us the privilege of considering your poems. Well done. Keep going. These seemingly small steps matter, and are a most vital part of developing as a poet and writer.
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