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    Introduction


    Of all the great men in the history of humanity, He had the most impact. No one else revolutionised the world as He did. Two thousand years have passed, and He remains the greatest influence wherever His teachings are spread. Unlike any other great leader, no one has been able to find fault in Him.


    Jesus’ public ministry lasted only three and a half years. Of course, no Internet, press, television, radio existed at the time. So, His impact was not the result of religious propaganda. There was no brainwashing. In fact, the political machine of the Roman Empire and the religious machine of the Jewish leaders tried for years to erase His name and exterminate His followers, but they failed. What was it about this Jesus, after all? What power did His teachings hold? What was it in His words that could radically change people? What ideas led them to such a strong conviction that they were willing to die for Him?


    One thing is certain: when Jesus’ thoughts find a place in His listeners’ minds, amazing things happen. Miracles. Repentance. Strength. Inner peace. Family unity. Life transformation. Deliverance from evil forces. Joy instead of depression. The improbable happens. The impossible is challenged.


    Anyone who wants to be better, develop their intelligence, find strength, and bring about miraculous changes in their life should absorb the thoughts of Jesus.


    And this is what I invite you to do with me for 40 days, starting now—today or as soon as possible.


    Every day, read a “Thought of Jesus”, followed by a brief meditation.


    Why He said those words, what their implications are for your life, how you can apply His teachings in your daily life, how you extract power from them, etc. are all secrets hidden between the lines of the Gospels. Pearls waiting to be discovered. New revelations in ancient Bible passages you may have memorised long ago. It will be a revolutionary experience.


    But I must warn you, your mind will never be the same! And you already know what happens when we change our mind: we change our life. So, before starting, make sure this is what you want.


        But take it seriously. See if you can handle the requirements of this challenge:


    
      	Faithfully, every day, for 40 days, take a few minutes to pick up this book and meditate on the reading.


      	Although the reading won’t take more than a few minutes, allow that thought to permeate your entire day. Meditate. Ponder what you read. Don’t rush on to the next day’s thought.


      	If possible, don’t stifle that precious thought with worthless information, like stones that smother a seed. Avoid exposing your mind to useless content so you won’t choke out that good seed.

    


    This will be an unforgettable journey through the mind of the Creator! Are you in?


    P.S. How about inviting a friend or family member to join you in this challenge?
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    Your purpose in life


    Bible verse


    
      Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?


      Luke 2:49

    


    Reflection


    
      These are the first recorded words of Jesus when He was just 12 years old. His parents were desperately searching for Him, thinking He had been lost in the crowd in Jerusalem. After two days, they found Him in the Temple, sitting with the religious leaders, listening to them, answering their questions, and asking His own. Mary and Joseph reproached Him, as any parent would in such circumstances. Jesus responded, showing surprise that they didn’t understand what He was doing.

      At such a young age, Jesus already had total clarity about His life’s purpose: to be about His Father’s business.

      One of the most rewarding things you can do is to know, as soon as possible, your purpose in this life. Why are you in this world? To occupy space, consume oxygen and other resources of our planet, then die and fade into oblivion? What will you contribute with your existence?

      We can all live an intentional life, with a sense of purpose and destiny. After all, we’ve been included in our Father’s business and plans. The question is: have you been concerned with His business or with other matters?


    


    Application


    
      Pursue the Father’s business, and He will help you discover your purpose in this life.



      
       	 Do you already know your life’s purpose?

       	 What helped you to discover it?

       	 Have you been fulfilling your purpose with your actions?

       	Do you feel you haven’t yet discovered your purpose?

       	How could you seek the Father’s business more?
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    Preparation and greatness


    Bible verse 


    
      Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.


      Matthew 3:15

    


    
      Seriously: don’t move on to the second thought on the same day that you read the first. Stick to the plan of reading one per day. Meditate. Read and reread. Answer the questions at the end of each thought. Write down your thoughts. This is how you’ll get the most from it all.

    


    Reflection


    
      This is the second recorded statement of Jesus in the Gospels—18 years after the first. Here, at 30 years of age, He’s ready to fulfil His purpose on Earth. Notice how He waited until now, even though He already showed a clear sense of mission at 12 years old. What did He do in the meantime? There’s not much information about that, but what we can be sure of is that He was preparing Himself through all those years. Before execution, there must be preparation.


      Athletes prepare for years for a competition that lasts minutes or seconds. A neurosurgeon may take a few hours to operate on a patient, but not before facing 12 years of learning and training. If you don’t value your preparation, your execution will likely be poor and flawed.


      Here, Jesus was responding to John the Baptist’s objection to baptising Him.“I need to be baptized by You,”1 said John, recognising Jesus’ superiority. But Jesus’ thought was: “This is how it has to be now, since it is important to do everything right, the way it should be done.”


       Two lessons: Doing is good. Doing it right is better. Jesus was concerned with doing it right, fulfilling what was expected of Him, doing things in the right order and at the right time.


      Humility is the beginning of everything. Jesus was greater than John, but He submitted to his authority. Those who are truly great don’t mind appearing small. Only those who are small worry about appearing great. Honour comes after humility. Besides being humble, Jesus was practical and knew how to wait. “Permit it to be so now.”2 If He was confident that exaltation would come later, He had no difficulty submitting at that moment if that was what the situation called for.

    


    Application


    
      Prepare, prepare, execute. Execute well. Don’t worry about appearing great. 

      


      
        	Generally, do you tend to over-prepare or not prepare enough?


        	How can you achieve balance?


        	Do you tend to do first and then see if it is right or if it turned out well?


        	What are the advantages and disadvantages of being this way?


        	Do you have difficulty submitting to someone “lesser” than you?

      

    


    


    
      
        1  Matthew 3:14

      


      
        2  Matthew 3:15
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    Rejecting the remedy


    Bible verse 


    
      And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.


      John 3:19

    


    Reflection


    

      Jesus was speaking to Nicodemus, a religious leader who came to visit Him at night out of fear of being seen. Jesus used this man’s furtive approach to seeking the truth to expose his greatest sin and the greatest sin of the people.


      The greatest sin is not murder, adultery, rape, theft, lying, or any other human evil. The greatest sin is unbelief—which is the rejection of God’s light—because it keeps us guilty of all other sins. Not believing is rejecting the remedy that cures us of all other sins.


      The remedy is this: Jesus said that whoever believes in Him is not judged; even if guilty, they are forgiven by their faith. But whoever does not believe in Him is already judged and condemned. Who judged and condemned them? They themselves, through their choices. They loved wrong more than they loved right. This is a sad truth: there are people who love filth more and prefer the ways of the devil over the ways of God. They prefer darkness because it hides their wrongdoings. They hate the light because it exposes everything they do that is wrong. Their condemnation is that they will receive exactly what they love: darkness. They will have no right to complain.


      Believing and not believing are choices that require you to give up certain things. When you don’t believe, you are choosing to give up God’s gift in order to cling to evil works.
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