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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Emma Charlotte Duerre Watson (born 15 April 1990) is a British actress, model, and activist. Born in Paris and brought up in Oxfordshire, Watson attended the Dragon School and trained as an actress at the Oxford branch of Stagecoach Theatre Arts. She rose to prominence after landing her first professional acting role as Hermione Granger in the Harry Potter film series, having acted only in school plays previously. Watson appeared in all eight Harry Potter films from 2001 to 2011, earning worldwide fame, critical accolades, and around $60 million. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 384 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Ryan Rodney Reynolds (born October 23, 1976) is a Canadian actor. He portrayed Michael Bergen on the ABC sitcom Two Guys and a Girl (1998–2001), Billy Simpson in the YTV Canadian teen soap opera Hillside (1991), as well as Marvel Comics characters Hannibal King in Blade: Trinity (2004), Wade Wilson / Weapon XI in X-Men Origins: Wolverine (2009), and the title character in Deadpool (2016) for which he received a Golden Globe Award nomination. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 268 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Taylor Alison Swift (born December 13, 1989) is an American singer-songwriter. One of the most popular contemporary female recording artists, she is known for narrative songs about her personal life, which has received much media attention. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 606 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Justin Bieber






"Bieber" redirects here. For other uses, see Bieber (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Justin Drew Bieber (/'bi:ber /[image: External link]; born March 1, 1994)[2][3] is a Canadian singer and songwriter. After a talent manager discovered him through his YouTube videos covering songs in 2008 and signed to RBMG, Bieber released his debut EP, My World, in late 2009. It was certified Platinum in the U.S.[4] He became the first artist to have seven songs from a debut record chart on the Billboard Hot 100.[5] Bieber released his first full-length studio album, My World 2.0, in 2010. It debuted at or near number one in several countries, was certified triple Platinum in the U.S.,[4] and contained his single "Baby".

Following his debut album, he had his first headlining tour, the My World Tour, released the remix albums My Worlds Acoustic and Never Say Never – The Remixes—and the 3D biopic-concert film Justin Bieber: Never Say Never. He released his second studio album, Under the Mistletoe, in November 2011, when it debuted at number one on the Billboard 200. Bieber released his third studio album, Believe, in 2012. His fourth studio album Purpose was released in November 2015, spawning three number one singles: "What Do You Mean?", "Sorry", and "Love Yourself". His U.S. album and singles sales total 44.7 million.[4][6] He has sold an estimated 100 million records, making him one of the world’s best-selling music artists.[7][8]

Bieber has won numerous awards, including the American Music Award for Artist of the Year in 2010[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link]. In his career, he has won one Grammy Award for Best Dance Recording for the song "Where Are Ü Now" at the 2016 ceremony. He has been listed four times by Forbes magazine among the top ten most powerful celebrities in the world in 2011, 2012, and 2013.[9] Bieber also became the first artist to surpass 10 billion total video views on Vevo.[10]



TOP
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 Early life




Bieber was born on March 1, 1994, in London, Ontario, at St Joseph's Hospital,[11] and was raised in Stratford, Ontario.[12] He is the only child of Jeremy Jack Bieber and Patricia "Pattie" Mallette. Bieber's parents were never married.[13] Pattie raised her son with the help of her mother, Diane, and stepfather, Bruce.[14] His mother is of French-Canadian descent; his paternal great-grandfather was of German ancestry, and his other roots are English, Scottish and Irish.[15][16][17] He has also claimed that he has some undetermined Aboriginal Canadian ancestry.[18]

Through Jeremy, Bieber has two younger half-siblings, Jazmyn (born 2009) and Jaxon (born 2010).[19] Pattie worked a series of low-paying office jobs, raising Bieber as a single mother in low-income housing. Bieber has maintained contact with his father.[20]

Bieber attended a French-language immersion elementary school in Stratford, the Jeanne Sauvé Catholic School.[14] Growing up, he learned to play the piano, drums, guitar, and trumpet.[12][21] He graduated from high school in Stratford, Ontario, the St. Michael Catholic Secondary School in 2012[22] with a 4.0 GPA.[23] In early 2007, aged 12, Bieber sang Ne-Yo's "So Sick" for a local singing competition in Stratford and was placed second.[21][24] Mallette posted a video of the performance on YouTube for their family and friends to see. She continued to upload videos of Bieber singing covers of various R&B songs, and Bieber's popularity on the site grew.[25]
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 2008–2010: Career beginnings and My World




When searching for videos of a different singer, Scooter Braun, a former marketing executive of So So Def Recordings, clicked on one of Bieber's 2007 videos by accident.[20] Impressed, Braun tracked down the theatre Bieber was performing in, located Bieber's school, and finally contacted Mallette, who was reluctant because of Braun's Judaism. She remembered praying, "God, I gave him to you. You could send me a Christian man, a Christian label!", and, "God, you don't want this Jewish kid to be Justin's man, do you?" However, church elders convinced her to let Bieber go with Braun. At 13, Bieber went to Atlanta, Georgia, with Braun to record demo tapes.[20] Bieber began singing for Usher one week later.[26]

Bieber was soon signed to Raymond Braun Media Group (RBMG), a joint venture between Braun and Usher.[27] Justin Timberlake was also reportedly in the running to sign Bieber but lost the bidding war to Usher.[27][28] Usher then sought assistance in finding a label home for the artist from then manager Chris Hicks, who helped engineer an audition with his contact L.A. Reid of The Island Def Jam Music Group.[29] Reid signed Bieber to Island Records in October 2008 (resulting in a joint venture between RBMG and Island Records) and appointed Hicks as executive Vice-President of Def Jam, where he could manage Bieber's career at the label.[1][25][27][29] Bieber then moved to Atlanta with his mother to pursue further work with Braun and Usher.[27] Braun became Bieber's manager in 2008.[25]

Bieber's first single, "One Time", was released to radio while Bieber was still recording his debut album.[30] The song reached number 12 on the Canadian Hot 100 during its first week of release in July 2009[25] and later peaked at number 17 on the Billboard Hot 100. During fall 2009, it had success in international markets.[31] The song was certified Platinum in Canada and the US and Gold in Australia and New Zealand.[32][33][34] His first release, an extended play entitled My World, was released on November 17, 2009. The album's second single, "One Less Lonely Girl", and two promo singles, "Love Me" and "Favorite Girl", were released exclusively on the iTunes Store and charted within the top 40 of the Billboard Hot 100.[31]

"One Less Lonely Girl" was later also released to radio and peaked within the top 20 in Canada and the US, and was certified Gold in the latter.[31] My World was eventually certified Platinum in the US and double Platinum in both Canada and the United Kingdom.[35][36] To promote the album, Bieber performed on several live shows such as mtvU's VMA 09 Tour, European program The Dome, YTV's The Next Star, The Today Show,[37][38] The Wendy Williams Show, Lopez Tonight, The Ellen DeGeneres Show, It's On with Alexa Chung, Good Morning America, Chelsea Lately, and BET's 106 & Park. Bieber also guest starred in an episode of True Jackson, VP in late 2009.[39]

Bieber performed Ron Miller and Bryan Wells's "Someday at Christmas" for US President Barack Obama and first lady Michelle Obama at the White House for Christmas in Washington, which aired on December 20, 2009, on US television broadcaster TNT.[40] Bieber was also one of the performers for Dick Clark's New Year's Rockin' Eve with Ryan Seacrest, on December 31, 2009.[41] Bieber was a presenter at the 52nd Annual Grammy Awards on January 31, 2010. He was invited to be a vocalist for the remake of "We Are the World" (a song written by Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie[image: External link]) for its 25th anniversary to benefit Haiti after the earthquake. Bieber sings the opening line, which was sung by Lionel Richie[image: External link] in the original version.[42]

On March 12, 2010, a version of K'naan's "Wavin' Flag", recorded by a collective of Canadian musicians known as Young Artists for Haiti, was released. Bieber is featured in the song, performing the closing lines.[43]
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 2010–2011: My World 2.0 and Never Say Never




In January 2010, "Baby", was released from his debut album, My World 2.0. The song featured Ludacris, and became an international hit. It charted at number five on the US Billboard Hot 100, peaked at number three on the Canadian Hot 100[44] and reached the top ten in several international markets.[31] Two promo singles "Never Let You Go", and "U Smile" were top thirty hits on the US Hot 100, and top twenty hits in Canada.[31] According to review aggregator Metacritic, the album has received generally favourable reviews.[45] It debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200, making Bieber the youngest solo male act to top the chart since Stevie Wonder in 1963.[46] My World 2.0 also debuted at number one on the Canadian Albums Chart, Irish Albums Chart, Australian Albums Chart, and the New Zealand Albums Chart[31] and reached the top ten of fifteen other countries.[47][48]

To promote the album, Bieber appeared on several live programs including The View, the 2010 Kids' Choice Awards, Nightline, Late Show with David Letterman, The Dome and 106 & Park.[49] Sean Kingston appeared on the album's next single, "Eenie Meenie". The song reached the top ten in the United Kingdom and Australia, and the top-twenty of most other markets. On April 10, 2010, Bieber was the musical guest on Saturday Night Live.[50] On July 4, 2010, Bieber performed at the Macy's Fourth of July Fireworks Spectacular in New York City.[51] The following single from My World 2.0, "Somebody to Love", was released in April 2010, and a remix was released featuring Bieber's mentor Usher. On June 23, 2010, Bieber went on his first official headlining tour, the My World Tour, starting in Hartford, Connecticut, to promote My World and My World 2.0. In July 2010, it was reported that Bieber was the most searched for celebrity on the Internet.[52] That same month his music video for "Baby", surpassed Lady Gaga's "Bad Romance" to become the most viewed, and also the most disliked YouTube video ever.[53][54] However, Taylor Swift's Blank Space surpassed its number of views in 2015.[55] In September 2010, it was reported that Bieber accounted for three per cent of all traffic on Twitter, according to an employee of the social-networking site.[56]

In Bieber's second album, because of puberty, his voice was deeper than it was in his first album.[57] In April 2010, the singer discussing his vocals remarked, "It cracks. Like every teenage boy, I'm dealing with it and I have the best vocal coach in the world. [...] Some of the notes I hit on "Baby" I can't hit any more. We have to lower the key when I sing live."[58] Bieber guest-starred in the season premiere of the CBS crime drama CSI: Crime Scene Investigation, which aired on September 23, 2010. He played a "troubled teen who is faced with a difficult decision regarding his only brother", who is also a serial bomber. Bieber was also in a subsequent episode which aired on February 17, 2011, in which his character is killed.[59] Bieber performed a medley of "U Smile", "Baby", and "Somebody to Love" and briefly played the drums at the 2010 MTV Video Music Awards on September 12, 2010.[60] Bieber announced in October 2010 that he would be releasing an acoustic album, called My Worlds Acoustic.[61] It was released on November 26, 2010 in the United States and featured acoustic versions of songs from his previous albums, and accompanied the release of a new song titled "Pray".[62] In 2012, he was awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal.

A 3-D part-biopic, part-concert film starring Bieber entitled Justin Bieber: Never Say Never, was released on February 11, 2011, directed by Step Up 3D director Jon Chu. It topped the box office with an estimated gross of $12.4 million on its opening day from 3,105 theatres.[63] It grossed $30.3 million for the weekend and was narrowly beaten by the romantic comedy Just Go with It, which grossed $31 million.[64] Never Say Never reportedly exceeded industry expectations, nearly matching the $31.1 million grossed by Miley Cyrus's 2008 3-D concert film, Hannah Montana & Miley Cyrus: Best of Both Worlds Concert, which holds the record for the top debut for a music-documentary.[65] Never Say Never grossed a total of $98,441,954 worldwide.[66] The film is accompanied by his second remix album, Never Say Never – The Remixes, released February 14, 2011, and features remixes of songs from his debut album, with guest appearances from Miley Cyrus, Chris Brown, and Kanye West, among others.[67] In June 2011, Bieber was ranked No. 2 on the Forbes list of Best-Paid Celebrities under 30. He is the youngest star, and 1 of 7 musicians on the list, having raked in $53 million in a 12-month period.[68] On November 1, 2011, Bieber released the Christmas-themed Under the Mistletoe, his second studio album. It debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard 200, selling 210,000 copies in its first week of release.[69]
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 2011–2015: Believe, Journals, and other appearances




In late 2011, Bieber began recording his third studio album, entitled Believe. The following week, Bieber appeared on The Ellen DeGeneres Show to announce that the first single would be called "Boyfriend" and would be released on March 26, 2012.[70] The song debuted at number two on the US Billboard Hot 100 chart, selling a total of 521,000 digital units, the second-highest-ever debut digital sales week.[71] Bill Werde of Billboard noted that it failed to debut at number one because the digital download of the track was available only through iTunes Store, "restricting the buying option for those that do not frequent the Apple retail store".[72] "Boyfriend" became Bieber's first single ever to reach the top position on the Canadian Hot 100 by debuting at number one and staying on for one week.[71]

His third studio album, Believe was released on June 19, 2012, by Island Records. The album marks a musical departure from the teen pop sound of his previous releases, and incorporates elements of dance-pop and R&B genres.[73] Intent on developing a more "mature" sound, Bieber collaborated with a wide range of urban producers for the release as well as some long-time collaborators, including Darkchild, Hit-Boy, Diplo, and Max Martin[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly praised Bieber's musical shift, calling the album both a "reinvention and a reintroduction".[74] Rolling Stone noted the deeper voice and more "intense" beats found on the album, although it lampooned one of his euphemisms for newfound sexual maturity ("If you spread your wings, you can fly away with me").[75] Believe debuted at number one on the Billboard 200, becoming his fourth number-one album.[76][77][78] The album sold 57,000 copies in its first week in Canada, debuting atop the Canadian Albums Chart.[79]

The Believe Tour, which further promoted the album, began in September 2012 in Glendale, Arizona.[80] On December 14, 2012, Bieber appeared on The Ellen DeGeneres Show, where he announced plans to release an acoustic album titled Believe Acoustic, which was released on January 29, 2013.[81]

Bieber returned to Saturday Night Live as the host and musical guest on the February 9, 2013 episode. His appearance was panned by critics[82][83] and cast members, including Kate McKinnon, who stated that Bieber was not comfortable with his hosting duties, and Bill Hader, who stated that he did not enjoy the presence of Bieber or his entourage. Hader added that in his eight years on the program, Bieber was the only host who lived up to his reputation.[84][85]

On March 7, 2013, Bieber fainted backstage at London's O2 Arena after complaining of breathing problems throughout his performance and was taken to hospital.[86] Bieber cancelled his second Lisbon, Portugal concert at the Pavilhão Atlântico, which was to be held on March 12, because of low ticket sales. The concert on March 11 went on.[87] In mid-August 2013, a remixed duet version of Michael Jackson's previously unreleased song "Slave To The Rhythm", featuring Justin Bieber leaked online.[88] In response to criticism over this remix, the MJ Estate had not authorized release of this recording, and has since made attempts to remove the song from as many sites and YouTube channels as possible.[89] Later, a song titled "Twerk" by rapper Lil Twist, featuring Bieber as well as Miley Cyrus, also leaked.[90]

On October 3, 2013, Bieber announced that he would release a new song every Monday for 10 weeks as a lead-up to the film Justin Bieber's Believe, which entered production in May 2012 and was released on December 25, 2013. The film is a follow-up to Justin Bieber: Never Say Never, and Jon M. Chu returned to direct.[91][92][93] The first song of Music Mondays, "Heartbreaker", was released on October 7. The second song, "All That Matters", was released on October 14, followed by "Hold Tight" on October 21, "Recovery" on October 28, "Bad Day" on November 4, and "All Bad" on November 11. The seventh song, "PYD" featuring R. Kelly, was released on November 18; it was followed by "Roller Coaster" on November 25, and "Change Me" on December 2. The final song, "Confident" featuring Chance the Rapper, was released on December 9, 2013. That same day, it was announced that all 10 tracks will be featured on an upcoming collection called Journals. It reportedly featured five additional unreleased songs, a music video for "All That Matters", and a trailer for Believe. Journals was only available for purchase via iTunes for a limited time only: from December 23, 2013, to January 9, 2014. The titles of the five new additional songs are: "One Life", "Backpack" featuring Lil Wayne, "What's Hatinin" featuring Future, "Swap It Out", and "Memphis" featuring Big Sean and Diplo.[94] Bieber released a song titled "Home to Mama" featuring Australian singer Cody Simpson in November 2014.[95]

Because of the disbanding of Universal Music's division, The Island Def Jam Music Group, in April 2014, Bieber and a number of artists were subsequently transferred to a UMG related division Def Jam Recordings, causing Bieber and the other artists to no longer be signed to Island Records.[96][97]

In February 2015, Bieber released a song "Where Are Ü Now", with Jack Ü.[98] In March 2015, Bieber made an appearance in the music video for Carly Rae Jepsen's single "I Really Like You".[99]

In March 2015 Bieber was the featured roastee in Comedy Central's annual roast special.[100] Bieber filmed an episode for the Fox TV reality series Knock Knock Live, and aired before the show was cancelled after two episodes.[101]
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 2015–present: Purpose and collaborations




On August 28, 2015, Bieber released a new single titled "What Do You Mean?" as the lead single from his fourth studio album Purpose. The song is a blend of teen pop, electronic dance music and acoustic R&B and became Bieber's first number-one single on the Billboard Hot 100.[102] He became the youngest male artist to debut at the top of that chart, earning him a Guinness World Record[image: External link]. On October 23, 2015, Bieber released the album's second single titled "Sorry" as an instant download, with the pre-order of the album on iTunes. The song debuted at number two on the Billboard Hot 100.[103] After eight non-consecutive weeks at number two, on the week charting January 23, 2016, "Sorry" climbed to the top spot of the chart and became Bieber's second number-one single on the Billboard Hot 100. The third single from Purpose, "Love Yourself" also peaked at number one in the US, making Bieber the first male artist in almost a decade to have three number-ones from an album since Justin Timberlake last did it with his album FutureSex/LoveSounds in 2006/2007. "Company" was announced as the fourth single on March 8, 2016. On February 12, 2016, Bieber's first four albums were released on vinyl for the first time.[104]

Purpose was released on November 13, 2015, and debuted at number one on the Billboard 200, becoming Bieber's sixth album to debut at the top of that chart.[105][106] It was the fourth best-selling album of 2015 with worldwide sales of 3.1 million copies.[107] As of June 2016, it had sold 4.5 million copies globally.[108] On November 11, 2015, Bieber announced he will embark on the Purpose Tour. The tour started in Seattle, Washington[image: External link] on March 9, 2016.[109]

On July 22, 2016, Bieber released a new single with Major Lazer and MØ titled "Cold Water". It debuted at number two, on the Billboard Hot 100, becoming Bieber's third number-two debut on the chart, passing Mariah Carey's record to become the artist with the most number-two debuts; he also leads with the most top-two debuts at five.[110] In August 2016, French DJ DJ Snake and Bieber released their collaborative song "Let Me Love You".[111] He appears in the documentary Bodyguards: Secret Lives from the Watchtower.[112]

On April 16, 2017, Luis Fonsi[image: External link] and Daddy Yankee released a remix for their song "Despacito" featuring Justin Bieber. The song was Justin's first release in 2017 and the first in which he sings in Spanish.[113] The remix boosted the original song to the Hot 100's Top 10, being the first mostly Spanish language top 10 on the Billboard Hot 100 since Macarena in 1996. [114]

He, along with Quavo, Chance the Rapper, and Lil Wayne provided vocals on DJ Khaled's single "I'm the One", released on April 28, 2017. The song reached number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100.[115] One week later, Despacito topped the charts in the U.S., making the single the first mostly Spanish-language Hot 100 No. 1 in more than 20 years, becoming his fifth number one single and it made Bieber the first artist ever to notch new No. 1s in back-to-back weeks.[116] On 9 June 2017, French DJ David Guetta[image: External link]'s single "2U", in which Bieber was featured, was released.[117][118][119]
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 Artistry
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 Musical style and influences




Bieber's music is mainly pop, while he also incorporates elements of R&B. Jody Rosen of Rolling Stone asserted that the content of his music was "offering a gentle introduction to the mysteries and heartaches of adolescence: songs flushed with romance but notably free of sex itself."[120] After his hit in 2015 on Jack Ü's track Where R Ü Now, Bieber released the EDM-fueled album Purpose a collaboration with Diplo, DJ Snake and Major Lazer.[121]

Bieber has cited The Beatles, Boyz II Men, Mariah Carey, Michael Jackson, Justin Timberlake, and Usher as his musical inspirations.[122][123][124] Bieber stated My World 2.0 was influenced by Timberlake.[125]
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 Voice




Bieber initially began singing with his adolescent voice, before later experiencing pubertal changes during a performance of "Pray" at the 2011 American Music Awards[image: External link]. Bieber started to receive vocal conditioning from coach Jan Smith. Sean Michaels of The Guardian described it as "the biggest threat to his career" at the time.[126] Jody Rosen commented that Bieber sings with "swing and rhythmic dexterity" on his debut, noting his tone to be "nasal".[120]

In a review of his Purpose album, Neil McCormick of The Daily Telegraph complimented his "soft, supple and seductive singing".[127] Caroline Sullivan of The Guardian also praised Bieber’s "affectedly breathy voice", but insisted in the same sentence that "the voice soon palls" after listening to the whole album.[128]
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 Public image
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 General




Usher commented that while he and Bieber were both signed at the same age, "I had the chance to ramp up my success, where this has happened to Bieber abruptly". As a result, Usher, Braun, Bieber's bodyguard, and other adults surrounding Bieber constantly coach him on handling fame and his public image.[20] After signing Bieber, Usher appointed one of his former assistants, Ryan Good, to be Bieber's road manager and stylist. Good, once nicknamed Bieber's "swagger coach", created a "streetwise look" for the singer which consisted of baseball caps, hoodies, dog chains, and flashy sneakers. Amy Kaufman of The Los Angeles Times comments, "Though a product of a middle-class suburban upbringing in Stratford, Ontario, Bieber's manner of dress and speech ('Wassup man, how you doin'?' or 'It's like, you know, whateva' ') suggest he's mimicking his favourite rappers."[129] In 2013, Bieber said that he was "very influenced by black culture", but he neither thought "of it as black or white" nor tried to "act or pose in a certain way". To him, it was "a lifestyle—like a suaveness or a swag[image: External link]".[130] Wax statues of him with his hairstyle from that of his earlier career are on display at the Madame Tussauds wax museums in Amsterdam, London, and New York City.[131]

Bieber was often featured in teen magazines, such as Tiger Beat,[20] and has been labelled as a "teen heartthrob".[132] In 2010, he was frequently criticized for looking and sounding younger than his age,[133] and the following year for an androgynous appearance, which had been commonly noted in the media, including his appearance on the cover of LOVE magazine's androgyny issue in 2011.[134] His teen-pop music, image (especially as a heartthrob to young teenage girls), and the media attention he receives have additionally been criticized.[133] He has been a target of Internet bloggers and message board posters, especially users of the Internet message board 4chan and of YouTube.[135] Nick Collins of The Daily Telegraph said that "Bieber's character appears to strike a particularly sour note with his Internet critics" who have questioned his manner of speech, among other things.[133]
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 YouTube and Twitter




Bieber's early fanbase developed on YouTube and predated the release of his first album (My World).[136] According to Jan Hoffman of The New York Times, part of Bieber's appeal stems from his YouTube channel. Chicago Tribune noted that Bieber's fanbase, "Beliebers", was among the top words of 2010.[137] Long before the November 2009 release of My World, his YouTube videos attracted millions of views.[20] Braun recognized the appeal. Before flying him to Atlanta, Braun wanted to "build him up more on YouTube first" and had Bieber record more home videos for the channel. "I said: 'Justin, sing like there’s no one in the room. But let's not use expensive cameras.' We'll give it to kids, let them do the work, so that they feel like it's theirs", recalled Braun.[20] Bieber continues to upload videos to the same channel and has opened a Twitter account, from which he interacts with fans regularly;[25] his account was reported in November 2010 to have more than six million followers.[138] Bieber surpassed Lady Gaga for having the most followed person on Twitter in January 2013. In early November 2013, Katy Perry surpassed him for having the most followers.[139] As of 2017, Bieber remains the second most followed user of Twitter, while his VEVO channel makes him the third most subscribed user of YouTube.

Bieber was frequently a trending topic on Twitter when the feature first launched[140] because his fans frequently discussed him on the network,[141] and he was named the top trending star on Twitter in 2010;[142] Klout gave his account a score of 100.[143][144] In April 2013, the social media analysis company Socialbakers concluded that 16.7 million of Bieber's 37 million Twitter followers are not genuine.[145][146]
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 Beliefs and relationships




Bieber has described himself as a faithful adherent of Christianity, said he communicates with God via prayer, and that "he's the reason I'm here".[147] He reflected his faith in a music video with Brandon Burke, titled "#iPledge", in which he "talks candidly about his appreciation for the tenet of forgiveness in the Christian faith".[148] According to Scooter Braun, he has also stated that he regularly cites the Jewish prayer Shema Yisrael before every live show showcasing his view on multiculturalism.[149]

Bieber dated Selena Gomez from December 2010 to November 2012.[150][151][152][153] Regarding sexual abstinence, he told music magazine Rolling Stone, "I don't think you should have sex with anyone unless you love them." He added that he does not "believe in abortion", and that it is "like killing a baby"; when asked about the case of abortion with regard to rape, however, he said, "I guess I haven't been in that position, so I wouldn't be able to judge that."[154][155] His view on sexual orientation is quoted as "everyone's own decision",[156] and he has contributed to the It Gets Better Project[image: External link],[157] a non-profit group aiming to prevent suicide among LGBT youth.[158]

As Bieber resides in the United States, he is reported to possess an O-1 visa for temporary resident status, based on "extraordinary ability or achievement" in a field.[159] Bieber has stated that he is not interested in obtaining US citizenship because of his view on America's market-oriented health care system. He has praised Canada as being "the best country in the world" citing its government-run health care system as a model example.[154]

Bieber's father, Jeremy Bieber, is a former carpenter and pro-am mixed martial artist. In March 2014, Rolling Stone characterized Jeremy as having "split with Justin's mom when Justin was a toddler, and wasn't always around afterward. But he has, as of late, accepted a place of honor in his superstar son's entourage".[160]
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 Endorsements, products, and philanthropy




Aside from his career as a musician, Bieber has ventured into the worlds of business and philanthropy.

Bieber endorsed Adidas, beside Derrick Rose and Venus Williams[image: External link], in 2012.[161] He became the new "face" and "body" of Calvin Klein in early 2015.[162] In June 2015, Bieber teamed up with StarShop, a new shopping app launched by Kevin Harrington.[163] He has bandwagoned four fragrances as of 2014.[164] He launched his debut fragrance, Someday, in 2011;[164] it grossed more than three million US dollars in sales, at Macy's, in just under three weeks, which industry experts regard as a successful celebrity-led launch.[165] On the heels of that 2011 best-seller, he launched his second fragrance, Girlfriend, in June 2012.[166] His third fragrance, The Key, was launched in July 2013,[167] and his latest fragrance, Justin Bieber Collector's Edition, launched in 2014.[168]

Bieber supports Pencils of Promise,[169] a charity founded by Adam Braun, the younger brother of Bieber's manager. The organization builds schools in developing countries, and Bieber became manager for the organization's campaign in Guatemala[image: External link]. He serves as a celebrity spokesman for the organization[170] by running ads for the charity and its campaign "Schools4All".[171][172] He promises to visit schools that donate the most funds to the organization.[173] He takes part in the charity's fund-raising galas and donates parts of the proceeds from his concerts and Someday line of fragrances,[174] and various merchandising to the charity. He also appears in an animal welfare PSA for PETA encouraging people to volunteer at and adopt from animal shelters instead of buying pets from breeders or pet stores.[175] In 2013, Bieber launched his online #GiveBackPhilippines campaign for helping the victims of Typhoon Haiyan and traveled to Philippines after raising $3 Million.[176] His work for The Philippines earned him a star on the Walk of Fame Philippines.[177]
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Bieber had several run-ins with the law around the world before his first arrest in 2014,[178] including when he was accused of reckless driving in his neighbourhood in 2012, and charged in Brazil with vandalism in 2013.[178][179] One of his neighbours in Calabasas, California, accused Bieber of throwing eggs at his home on January 9, 2014, and causing thousands of dollars of damage.[178][180][181] On January 23, 2014, Bieber was arrested in Miami Beach, Florida, together with singer Khalil on suspicion of driving under the influence (DUI), driving with an over six month expired license, and resisting arrest without violence.[182][183][184] Police said that Bieber told authorities he had consumed alcohol, smoked marijuana, and taken prescription drugs.[178] He has been released from these charges on a $2,500 bond, and lack of evidence beyond reasonable doubt as dictated in the United States court of law.[185] A toxicology report revealed that Bieber had THC (a principal constituent of cannabis) and the anti-anxiety medication Xanax in his system at the time of his arrest.[186][187]

Following Bieber's arrest on the DUI charge, more than 270,000 persons petitioned the White House seeking to have him deported from the United States. Although the number of signatures received was sufficient to require a response under published White House guidelines; it has been noted that the Obama Administration has declined substantive comment on the petition.[188] Immigration Law expert Harlan York noted that the likeliness of Bieber being deported was extremely slim. York stated, "About a decade ago, the Supreme Court ruled that driving under the influence, typically, is not a basis to deport someone."[189]

On July 9, 2014, Bieber was charged with one misdemeanour count of vandalism in California for throwing eggs at his Calabasas neighbour's home in January.[181][190][191] Police earlier claimed that they had video footage of him high-fiving friends after the eggs were thrown.[181][192] With him pleading no contest to the charge, the Los Angeles County Superior Court sentenced him on July 9 to pay US$80,900 in restitution, serve two years' probation, complete twelve weeks of anger management, and five days of community service in what the district attorney termed a negotiated settlement. Since then, he has permanently moved to Beverly Hills, California after the incident.[181][190][191]

On August 13, 2014, the January DUI case was settled with a plea bargain pleading guilty to resisting an officer without violence, and a lesser charge of driving without due care and attention. He has been fined with US$500 and sentenced to attend both a 12-hour anger management course, and a program that teaches about the impact of drunken driving on victims. As part of the plea bargain, he has made a US$50,000 contribution to Our Kids, a local children's charity.[193][194]

On September 1, 2014, Bieber was arrested and charged with assault and dangerous driving near his hometown of Stratford, Ontario after a collision between a minivan and Bieber's all-terrain vehicle on August 29. Ontario police said that he then "engaged in a physical altercation" with an occupant of the minivan. He was released shortly and his lawyer blamed the incident on "the unwelcome presence of paparazzi".[196][197] On September 8, Toronto dropped an assault charge against him originally brought up on January 29 for an incident with a limousine driver in December 2013.[198][199] In November 2014, he was ordered to appear in Argentina within 60 days by a Buenos Aires court to give testimony on an alleged assault on a photographer on November 9, 2013.[200] When he failed to do so, an arrest warrant was issued and two of his bodyguards were released in Argentina in April 2015.[201]

In June 2014, a video emerged of a 15-year-old Bieber telling a joke about black people, which used the word "nigger" multiple times.[202] In the same month, a second video showed a 14-year-old Bieber giggling as he croons his song "One Less Lonely Girl", but parodying the main lyric as "One less lonely nigger", and stating that if he were to kill one, he would be "part of the KKK".[203][204] He apologized the day the latter was released: "Facing my mistakes from years ago has been one of the hardest things I've ever dealt with."[205]
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Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Justin Bieber


Throughout his career, Bieber has sold an estimated 100 million records, making him the best-selling male Canadian artist and one of the world’s best-selling music artists.[7][8] On November 23, 2012, Bieber was presented with the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal by the Prime Minister of Canada, Stephen Harper[image: External link]. He was one of 60,000 Canadians to receive the Diamond Jubilee medal that year.[206] In 2013, Bieber received a Diamond award from the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) to recognize his single "Baby" as the highest-certified digital song of all time.[207][208] Bieber has earned three Grammy nominations (including one win),[209][210] two Brit awards,[211][212] four NRJ Music Award nominations (including three wins),[213][214][215] thirteen Billboard Music Awards,[216] and numerous fan voted accolades which include eight American Music Awards and[217] twenty Teen Choice Awards.[218] He also has won eighteen MTV Europe Music Awards[image: External link], which is the most awards received by a single artist to date.[219]

On November 13, 2015, the release of Purpose marked his sixth album to debut at number one. He also became the first artist, since Elvis Presley in 2005, to replace his own song as number one on the UK Singles Chart.[220] As of 2016, Bieber has received fourteen titles in the Guinness World Records[image: External link], which include eight that were achieved from the success of his album Purpose and was featured in the 2017 Edition. These records included the most streamed track on Spotify in one week, the most streamed album on Spotify in one week, the most simultaneous tracks and most simultaneous new entries on the US Billboard Hot 100 by a solo artist, the first act to occupy all top three positions simultaneously on the UK Singles Chart, the most followers on Twitter by a male, the most viewed music channel on YouTube by an individual, and the most subscribers on YouTube for a musician by a male.[221]
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Main article: Justin Bieber discography



	
My World 2.0 (2010)

	
Under the Mistletoe (2011)

	
Believe (2012)

	
Purpose (2015)
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 Filmography




See also: Justin Bieber videography



	
Justin Bieber: Never Say Never (2011)

	
Katy Perry: Part of Me (2012)

	
Zendaya: Behind the Scenes (2012)

	
Justin Bieber's Believe (2013)

	
Behaving Badly (2014)

	
Zoolander 2 (2016)
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 Tours





	
Urban Behavior Tour[image: External link] (2009)

	
My World Tour (2010–11)

	
Believe Tour (2012–13)

	
Purpose World Tour (2016-17)
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 See also





	List of Billboard Social 50 number-one artists

	List of best-selling music artists

	List of most subscribed users on YouTube
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London, Ontario






This article is about the city in Canada. For the capital of the United Kingdom, see London[image: External link].

London is a city in Southwestern Ontario[image: External link], Canada along the Quebec City–Windsor Corridor[image: External link]. The city has a population of 383,822 according to the 2016 Canadian census. London is at the confluence of the Thames River[image: External link], approximately halfway between Toronto[image: External link], Ontario and Detroit[image: External link], Michigan[image: External link]. The City of London is a separated municipality, politically separate[image: External link] from Middlesex County[image: External link], though it remains the county seat.

London and the Thames were named in 1793 by John Graves Simcoe[image: External link], who proposed the site for the capital of Upper Canada[image: External link]. The first European settlement was between 1801 and 1804 by Peter Hagerman.[4] The village was founded in 1826 and incorporated[image: External link] in 1855. Since then, London has grown to be the largest Southwestern Ontario municipality and Canada's 11th largest metropolitan area[image: External link], having annexed many of the smaller communities that surrounded it.

London is a regional centre of health care and education, being home to the University of Western Ontario[image: External link], Fanshawe College[image: External link], and several hospitals. The city hosts a number of musical and artistic exhibits and festivals, which contribute to its tourism industry, but its economic activity is centred on education, medical research, insurance[image: External link], and information technology[image: External link]. London's university and hospitals are among its top ten employers. London lies at the junction of Highway 401[image: External link] and 402[image: External link], connecting it to Toronto, Windsor, and Sarnia[image: External link]. It also has an international airport[image: External link], train and bus station.



TOP
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 History




Prior to European contact in the 18th century, the present site of London was occupied by several Neutral[image: External link], Odawa[image: External link], and Ojibwe[image: External link] villages. Archaeological investigations in the region indicate that aboriginal people have resided in the area for at least the past 10,000 years.[5]
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 Settlement




The current location of London was selected as the site of the future capital of Upper Canada[image: External link] in 1793 by Lieutenant-Governor[image: External link] John Graves Simcoe[image: External link] who also named the village which was founded in 1826.[6] It did not become the capital[image: External link] that Simcoe had envisioned. Rather, it was an administrative seat for the area west of the actual capital, York[image: External link] (now Toronto). Locally, it was part of the Talbot Settlement[image: External link], named for Colonel Thomas Talbot[image: External link], the chief coloniser of the area, who oversaw the land surveying and built the first government buildings[image: External link] for the administration of the Western Ontario peninsular region. Together with the rest of Southwestern Ontario, the village benefited from Talbot's provisions, not only for building and maintaining roads but also for assignment of access priorities to main routes to productive land.[7] At the time, Crown and clergy reserves[image: External link] were receiving preference in the rest of Ontario.

In 1814, there was a skirmish during the War of 1812[image: External link] in what is now southwest London at Reservoir Hill, formerly Hungerford Hill.[8]

In 1832, the new settlement suffered an outbreak of cholera[image: External link].[9] London proved a centre of strong Tory[image: External link] support during the Upper Canada Rebellion[image: External link] of 1837, notwithstanding a brief rebellion led by Charles Duncombe[image: External link]. Consequently, the British government located its Ontario peninsular garrison there in 1838, increasing its population with soldiers and their dependents, and the business support populations they required.[7] London was incorporated as a town in 1840.[9]

On 13 April 1845, fire destroyed much of London, which was at the time largely constructed of wooden buildings.[10] One of the first casualties was the town's only fire engine. This fire burned nearly 30 acres of land destroying 150 buildings before burning itself out later the same day. One-fifth of London was destroyed and this was the province's first million dollar fire.[11]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Development




Sir John Carling[image: External link], Tory MP for London, gave three events to explain the development of London in a 1901 speech. They were: the location of the court and administration in London in 1826; the arrival of the military garrison in 1838; and the arrival of the railway in 1853.[12]

The population in 1846 was 3,500. Brick buildings included a jail and court house, and a large barracks had also been built. London had a fire company, a theatre, a large Gothic church, nine other churches or chapels, and two market buildings. In 1844, a fire destroyed 150 buildings but most had been rebuilt by 1846. Connection with other communities was by road; stages ran daily. A weekly newspaper was published; the post office received mail daily.[13]

On 1 January 1855, London was incorporated as a "city" (10,000 or more residents).[7] In the 1860s, a sulphur spring was discovered at the forks of the Thames River while industrialists were drilling for oil[image: External link].[14] The springs became a popular destination for wealthy Ontarians, until the turn of the 20th century when a textile[image: External link] factory[image: External link] was built at the site, replacing the spa.

Records from 1869 indicate a population of about 18,000 served by three newspapers, churches of all major denominations and offices of all the major banks. Industry included several tanneries, oil refineries and foundries, four flour mills, the Labatt Brewing Company[image: External link] and the Carling brewery[image: External link] in addition to other manufacturing. Both the Great Western and Grand Trunk railways had stops here. The Crystal Palace Barracks[image: External link], built in 1861, an octagonal brick building with eight doors and forty-eight windows, was being used for events such the Provincial Agricultural Fair of Canada West[image: External link] held in London that year and visited by Prince Arthur, Duke of Connaught and Strathearn[image: External link], Governor-General John Young, 1st Baron Lisgar[image: External link] and Prime Minister Sir John A. Macdonald[image: External link]. Several insurance companies had offices in the city.[15][16]

Long before the Royal Military College of Canada[image: External link] was established in 1876, there were proposals for military colleges in Canada. Staffed by British Regulars, adult male students underwent a 3 month long military courses from 1865 at the School of Military Instruction in London. Established by Militia General Order in 1865, the school enabled Officers of Militia or Candidates for Commission or promotion in the Militia to learn Military duties, drill and discipline, to command a Company at Battalion Drill, to Drill a Company at Company Drill, the internal economy of a Company and the duties of a Company's Officer.[17] The school was not retained at Confederation, in 1867.[18]

In 1875, London's first iron bridge, the Blackfriars Street Bridge[image: External link], was constructed.[10] It replaced a succession of flood-failed wooden structures that had provided the city's only northern road crossing of the river. A rare example of a bowstring truss bridge[image: External link], the Blackfriars remains open to pedestrian and bicycle traffic, though it is currently closed indefinitely to vehicular traffic due to various structural problems.[19] The Blackfriars, amidst the river-distance between the Carling[image: External link] Brewery and the historic Tecumseh Park[image: External link] (including a major mill), linked London with its western suburb of Petersville, named for Squire Peters of Grosvenor Lodge. That community joined with the southern subdivision of Kensington in 1874, formally incorporating as the municipality of Petersville. Although it changed its name in 1880 to the more inclusive "London West", it remained a separate municipality until ratepayers voted for amalgamation with London in 1897,[7] largely due to repeated flooding. The most serious flood was that of July 1883, which resulted in serious loss of life and property devaluation.[20] This area retains much original and attractively maintained 19th-century tradespeople's and workers' housing, including Georgian[image: External link] cottages as well as larger houses, and a distinct sense of place[image: External link].

London's eastern suburb, London East, was (and remains) an industrial centre, which also incorporated in 1874.[7] Attaining the status of town in 1881,[21] it continued as a separate municipality until concerns over expensive waterworks and other fiscal problems led to amalgamation in 1885.[22] The southern suburb of London, including Wortley Village, was collectively known as "London South". Never incorporated, the South was annexed to the city in 1890,[7] although Wortley Village still retains a distinct sense of place[image: External link]. By contrast, the settlement at Broughdale on the city's north end had a clear identity, adjoined the university, and was not annexed until 1961.[23]

Ivor F. Goodson and Ian R. Dowbiggin have explored the battle over vocational education in London, Ontario, in the 1900-1930 era. The London Technical and Commercial High School came under heavy attack from the city's social and business elite, which saw the school as a threat to the budget of the city's only academic high school, London Collegiate Institute.[24]

London's role as a military centre continued into the 20th century during the two World Wars, serving as the administrative centre for the Western Ontario district. In 1905, the London Armoury was built and housed the First Hussars until 1975. A private investor purchased the historic site and built a new hotel (Delta London Armouries, 1996) in its place preserving the shell of the historic building. In the 1950s, two reserve battalions amalgamated and became London and Oxford Rifles (3rd Battalion), The Royal Canadian Regiment[image: External link].[25] This unit continues to serve today as 4th Battalion, The Royal Canadian Regiment[image: External link]. The Regimental Headquarters of The Royal Canadian Regiment[image: External link] remains in London at Wolseley Barracks on Oxford Street. The barracks are home to the First Hussars militia regiment as well.[25]
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 Annexation to present




London annexed[image: External link] many of the surrounding communities in 1961, including Byron[image: External link] and Masonville, adding 60,000 people and more than doubling its area.[7] After this amalgamation, suburban growth accelerated as London grew outward in all directions, creating expansive new subdivisions such as Westmount, Oakridge, Whitehills, Pond Mills, White Oaks and Stoneybrook.[7]

In 1992, London annexed nearly the entire township of Westminster[image: External link], a large, primarily rural municipality[image: External link] directly south of the city, including the police village[image: External link] of Lambeth[image: External link].[26] With this massive annexation, London almost doubled in area again, adding several thousand more residents. In modern day, London stretches south to the boundary with Elgin County[image: External link], north to the Town of Arva[image: External link] and Fanshawe Lake[image: External link], west to Komoka[image: External link], and East to Nilestown[image: External link] and Dorchester.[image: External link]

The 1993 annexation made London one of the largest urban municipalities in Ontario.[27] Intense commercial and residential development is presently occurring in the southwest and northwest areas of the city. Opponents of this development cite urban sprawl[image: External link],[28] destruction of rare Carolinian zone[image: External link] forest and farm lands,[29] replacement of distinctive regions by generic malls, and standard transportation and pollution concerns as major issues facing London. The City of London is currently the eleventh-largest urban area in Canada[image: External link], eleventh-largest census metropolitan area in Canada[image: External link], and the sixth-largest city in Ontario.[30][31]
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 Disasters




On Victoria Day[image: External link], 24 May 1881, the stern-wheeler[image: External link] ferry SS Victoria capsized in the Thames River[image: External link] close to Cove Bridge in West London. Approximately 200 passengers drowned in the shallow river, making it one of the worst disasters in London's history, and is now dubbed 'The Victoria Day Disaster'. At the time, London's population was relativity low, therefore it was hard to find a person in the city who did not have a family member affected by the tragedy.

Two years later, on 12 July 1883,[10] the first of the two most devastating floods in London's history killed 17 people. The second major flood, on 26 April 1937, destroyed more than a thousand houses across London, and caused over $50 million in damages, particularly in West London.[32][33]

After repeated floods, the Upper Thames River Conservation Authority[image: External link] in 1953 built Fanshawe Dam on the North Thames to control the downstream rivers.[34] Financing for this project came from the federal, provincial, and municipal governments. Other natural disasters[image: External link] include a 1984 tornado[image: External link] that led to damage on several streets in the White Oaks area of South London.[35]
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 Etymology




Like another ten cities in the world, this London was named after the English capital of London[image: External link] by John Graves Simcoe, who also named the local river the Thames, in 1793.[6] That was understandable since John Graves Simcoe and many of the original settlers were from Britain.[36] Simcoe had intended London to be the capital of Upper Canada. Guy Carleton (Governor Dorchester)[image: External link] rejected that plan after the War of 1812,[37] but accepted Simcoe's second choice, the present site of Toronto.[38]
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 Geography




The area was formed during the retreat of the glaciers[image: External link] during the last ice age[image: External link], which produced areas of marshland[image: External link], notably the Sifton Bog[image: External link] (which is actually a fen[image: External link]), as well as some of the most agriculturally productive areas of farmland in Ontario.[39] The Thames River dominates London's geography. The North and South branches of the Thames River meet at the centre of the city, a location known as "The Forks" or "The Fork of the Thames."[40] The North Thames runs through the man-made Fanshawe Lake, located in northeast London. Fanshawe Lake was created by Fanshawe Dam, constructed to protect the downriver areas from the catastrophic flooding which affected the city in 1883 and 1937.[41]
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 Climate




London has a humid continental climate[image: External link] ( Köppen[image: External link] Dfb), though due to its downwind location relative to Lake Huron and elevation changes across the city, it is virtually on the Dfa/Dfb (hot summer) boundary favouring the former climate zone to the southwest of the confluence of the South and North Thames Rivers, and the latter zone to the northeast (including the airport). Because of its location in the continent, London experiences large seasonal[image: External link] contrast, tempered to a point by the surrounding Great Lakes[image: External link]. The summers are usually warm to hot and humid, with a July average of 20.8 °C (69.4 °F), and temperatures above 30 °C (86 °F) occur on average 10 days per year.[42] In 2016, however, temperatures at or above 30 °C (86 °F) occurred more than 35 times. The city is affected by frequent thunderstorms due to hot, humid summer weather, as well as the convergence of breezes[image: External link] originating from Lake Huron[image: External link] and Lake Erie[image: External link]. The same convergence zone is responsible for spawning funnel clouds and the occasional tornado. London is located in Canada's Tornado Alley[image: External link]. Spring and autumn in between are not long, and winters are cold but witness frequent thaws. Annual precipitation averages 1,011.5 mm (39.82 in). Its winter snowfall totals are heavy, averaging about 194 cm (76 in) per year.[42] The majority of it comes from lake effect snow[image: External link] and snow squalls[image: External link] originating from Lake Huron, some 60 km (37 mi) to the northwest, which occurs when strong, cold winds blow from that direction. From 5 December 2010, to 9 December 2010, London experienced record snowfall when up to 2 m (79 in) of snow fell in parts of the city. Schools and businesses were closed for three days and bus service was cancelled after the second day of snow.[43]

The highest temperature ever recorded in London was 41.1 °C (106 °F) on 6 August 1918.[44] The lowest temperature ever recorded was −32.2 °C (−26 °F) on 20 January 1892.[45]



	Climate data for London, Ontario (London International Airport[image: External link]), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1871–present[a]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	16.7

(62.1)
	18.3

(64.9)
	27.2

(81)
	30.6

(87.1)
	34.4

(93.9)
	38.2

(100.8)
	38.9

(102)
	41.1

(106)
	36.7

(98.1)
	30.3

(86.5)
	24.4

(75.9)
	18.5

(65.3)
	41.1

(106)



	Average high °C (°F)
	−1.9

(28.6)
	−0.5

(31.1)
	4.4

(39.9)
	12.1

(53.8)
	19.0

(66.2)
	24.0

(75.2)
	26.4

(79.5)
	25.3

(77.5)
	21.1

(70)
	14.2

(57.6)
	7.2

(45)
	0.9

(33.6)
	12.7

(54.9)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	−5.6

(21.9)
	−4.5

(23.9)
	−0.1

(31.8)
	6.8

(44.2)
	13.1

(55.6)
	18.3

(64.9)
	20.8

(69.4)
	19.7

(67.5)
	15.5

(59.9)
	9.2

(48.6)
	3.4

(38.1)
	−2.6

(27.3)
	7.9

(46.2)



	Average low °C (°F)
	−9.2

(15.4)
	−8.6

(16.5)
	−4.5

(23.9)
	1.5

(34.7)
	7.2

(45)
	12.6

(54.7)
	15.1

(59.2)
	14.0

(57.2)
	9.9

(49.8)
	4.3

(39.7)
	−0.4

(31.3)
	−6.1

(21)
	3.0

(37.4)



	Record low °C (°F)
	−32.2

(−26)
	−31.7

(−25.1)
	−28.3

(−18.9)
	−17.8

(0)
	−5.0

(23)
	−1.1

(30)
	4.4

(39.9)
	1.5

(34.7)
	−3.3

(26.1)
	−11.1

(12)
	−18.3

(−0.9)
	−30.0

(−22)
	−32.2

(−26)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	74.2

(2.921)
	65.5

(2.579)
	71.5

(2.815)
	83.4

(3.283)
	89.8

(3.535)
	91.7

(3.61)
	82.7

(3.256)
	82.9

(3.264)
	103.0

(4.055)
	81.3

(3.201)
	98.0

(3.858)
	87.5

(3.445)
	1,011.5

(39.823)



	Average rainfall mm (inches)
	33.4

(1.315)
	33.6

(1.323)
	46.3

(1.823)
	74.7

(2.941)
	89.4

(3.52)
	91.7

(3.61)
	82.7

(3.256)
	82.9

(3.264)
	103.0

(4.055)
	78.1

(3.075)
	83.2

(3.276)
	46.9

(1.846)
	845.9

(33.303)



	Average snowfall cm (inches)
	49.3

(19.41)
	38.4

(15.12)
	29.4

(11.57)
	9.4

(3.7)
	0.4

(0.16)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	3.2

(1.26)
	16.6

(6.54)
	47.6

(18.74)
	194.3

(76.5)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.2 mm)
	18.8
	15.1
	15.3
	14.1
	12.7
	11.6
	11.2
	10.4
	12.1
	13.1
	15.8
	18.0
	168.0



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.2 mm)
	6.3
	5.4
	8.3
	12.0
	12.7
	11.6
	11.3
	10.4
	12.1
	13.0
	11.6
	7.8
	122.4



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.2 cm)
	15.3
	12.1
	9.1
	3.5
	0.18
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	1.2
	5.7
	13.2
	60.3



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	75.9
	71.9
	65.0
	56.9
	54.8
	57.0
	57.6
	59.7
	59.9
	63.1
	72.0
	76.9
	64.2



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	64.4
	89.9
	124.0
	158.0
	219.6
	244.3
	261.6
	217.7
	165.1
	128.7
	67.4
	52.1
	1,792.6



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	22.1
	30.4
	33.6
	39.4
	48.4
	53.2
	56.2
	50.4
	43.9
	37.5
	23.0
	18.5
	38.1



	Source: Environment Canada[image: External link] [42][44][45][46][47][48][49][50][51]
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 Parks




London has a number of parks. Victoria Park[image: External link] in downtown London is a major centre of community events, attracting an estimated 1 million visitors per year. Other major parks include Harris Park, Gibbons Park, Fanshawe Conservation Area (Fanshawe Pioneer Village[image: External link]), Springbank Park[image: External link], and Westminster Ponds. The city also maintains a number of gardens and conservatories.[40]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1871
	18,000
	—    



	1881
	26,266
	+45.9%



	1891
	31,977
	+21.7%



	1901
	37,976
	+18.8%



	1911[image: External link]
	46,509
	+22.5%



	1921
	50,959
	+9.6%



	1931
	71,148
	+39.6%



	1941
	78,134
	+9.8%



	1951
	95,343
	+22.0%



	1961
	169,569
	+77.9%



	1966
	194,416
	+14.7%



	1971
	223,222
	+14.8%



	1976
	240,392
	+7.7%



	1981
	254,280
	+5.8%



	1986
	269,140
	+5.8%



	1991
	311,620
	+15.8%



	1996[image: External link]
	325,699
	+4.5%



	2001[image: External link]
	336,539
	+3.3%



	2006[image: External link]
	352,395
	+4.7%



	2011[image: External link]
	366,151
	+3.9%



	2016[image: External link]
	383,822
	+4.8%



	
[52][53][54][55][56][57][58]





According to the 2011 census, the city of London had a population of 366,151 people, a 3.9% increase from the 2006 population.[59] Children under five accounted for approximately 5.2 percent of the resident population of London. The percentage of the resident population in London of retirement age (65 and over) is 13.7, also the percentage for Canada as a whole. The average age is 38.2 years of age, compared to 39.9 years of age for all of Canada.[60]

Between 2006 and 2011, the population of metropolitan London grew by 3.7 percent, compared with an increase of 5.7 percent for Ontario as a whole.[61]

According to the 2011 census, the majority of Londoners profess a Christian[image: External link] faith, which accounts for 62.8 percent of the population (Roman Catholic: 27.0%, Protestant: 25.0%, other Christian: 9.0%). Other religions include Islam[image: External link] (4.4%), Buddhism[image: External link] (0.8%), Hinduism[image: External link] (0.8%), and Judaism[image: External link] (0.5%), with 29.9 percent of the population reporting no religious affiliation.

According to the 2011 census, 82.0 percent of the population of London are European[image: External link], 2.7 percent are Latin American[image: External link], 2.6 percent are Arab[image: External link], 2.4 percent are Black[image: External link], 2.2 percent are South Asian[image: External link], 2.0 percent are Chinese Canadian[image: External link], 1.9 percent are Aboriginal[image: External link], 1.0 percent are Southeast Asian[image: External link], 0.8 percent are West Asian[image: External link], 0.8 percent are Korean Canadian[image: External link], 0.6 percent are Filipino[image: External link], and 0.7 percent belong to other groups. In the 2011 census, the predominant ethnic origins of Londoners were English (30.5%), Canadian (26.0%), Scottish (20.8%), Irish (20.3%), German (11.5%), French (10.1%), Dutch (6.2%), Italian (4.7%), Polish (4.4%), Portuguese (2.8%), and Ukrainian (2.5%).[59]

In February 2015, Statistics Canada published a population estimate of the London CMA of 502,360, as of July 1, 2014.[62]
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 Economy




London's economy is dominated by medical[image: External link] research, insurance[image: External link], manufacturing[image: External link], and information technology[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Much of the life sciences[image: External link] and biotechnology[image: External link]-related research is conducted or supported by the University of Western Ontario, which adds about C$[image: External link]1.5 billion to the London economy annually.[63]

Since the economic crisis of 2009, which gutted many of London's manufacturing jobs, the city has transitioned to become a technology hub with a focus on the Digital Creative sector.[64] As of 2016, London is home to 300 technology companies and employs 3% of the city's labour force.[65] Many of these companies have moved into former factories and industrial spaces located in and around the downtown core, and have renovated them as modern offices. For example, Info-Tech Research Group[image: External link]'s London office is located in a hosiery factory, and Arcane Digital moved into a 1930s industrial building in 2015.[66] rTraction, a digital media firm, currently has its offices in the London Roundhouse, a steam locomotive repair shop built in 1887. Its redesign, which opened in 2015, won the 2015 Paul Oberman Award for Adaptive Re-Use from the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario.[67] London is also home to Diply, which is ranked among the top websites on the Internet, video game companies Big Viking Games[image: External link] and Digital Extremes[image: External link], and Voices.com[image: External link], which provides voiceover artists a platform to advertise and sell their services to those looking for voiceover work.

The largest employer in London is the London Health Sciences Centre[image: External link], which employs 10, 555 people.[68]

The headquarters of the Canadian division of 3M[image: External link] are located in London. The London Life Insurance Company[image: External link] was founded there,[69] as was Imperial Oil[image: External link],[70] GoodLife Fitness[image: External link], and both the Labatt[image: External link] and Carling[image: External link] breweries. The Libro Financial Group[image: External link] was founded in London 1951 and is the second largest credit union[image: External link] in Ontario and employs over 550 people.[71] Canada Trust[image: External link] was also founded in London in 1864.[72]

General Dynamics Land Systems[image: External link] (GDLS) builds armoured personnel carriers[image: External link] in the city.[73] GDLS has a 14-year $15-billion deal to supply light armoured vehicles to Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[74] There are 2,400 workers at GDLS Canada.[74]

McCormick Canada[image: External link], formerly Club House Foods, was founded in 1883 and currently employs more than 600 Londoners.

London's fledgling city centre mall was first opened in 1960 as Wellington Square with 400,000 sq. ft. of leasable area with Eaton’s and Woolworths as anchors. From 1986-89, Campeau expanded Wellington Square into Galleria London with 1,000,000 sq. ft. of leasable area and 200 stores including The Bay and Eaton’s. However the early 1990s recession, following by the bankruptcy of Eaton's in 1999 and then the departure of The Bay in 2000 resulted in only 20 stores left by 2001. Galleria London then begun seeking non-retail tenants, becoming the home for London's central library[image: External link] branch, and satellite campuses for both Fanshawe College[image: External link] and Western University[image: External link]. The complex was purchased and renamed to Citi Plaza by Citigroup[image: External link] in 2009.[75] Citi Plaza has been redeveloped as a mixed use complex that blends retail, office, businesses, and education providers. Alongside Citi Cards Canada's offices,In November 2016, CBC[image: External link] announced plans to move its expanded operations into the building.[76]

A portion of the city's population work in factories outside of the city limits, including the General Motors[image: External link] automotive plant CAMI[image: External link], and a Toyota[image: External link] plant in Woodstock[image: External link]. A Ford plant[image: External link] in Talbotville[image: External link] became one of the casualties of the economic crisis[image: External link] in 2011.[77]

11 December 2009, Minister of State[image: External link] Gary Goodyear[image: External link] announced a new $11-million cargo terminal at the London International Airport[image: External link].[78]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Culture




See also: Media in London, Ontario[image: External link]
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 Festivals




The city is home to many festivals including Sunfest[image: External link], the Home County Folk Festival[image: External link], the London Fringe Theatre Festival[image: External link], the Expressions in Chalk Street Painting Festival, Rock the Park[image: External link], Western Fair[image: External link], Dundas Street Festival, and The International Food Festival. The London Rib-Fest[image: External link] is the second largest barbecue rib festival in North America.[79] Pride London Festival is the 11th largest Pride festival in Ontario.[80] Sunfest[image: External link], a World music[image: External link] festival, is the second biggest in Canada after Toronto Caribbean Carnival (Caribana)[image: External link] in Toronto, and is among the top 100 summer destinations in North America.[81]
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 Music




Orchestra London Canada[image: External link] was a professional symphony orchestra founded in London in 1937. Although the organization filed for bankruptcy in 2015, members of the orchestra continue to play self-produced concerts under the moniker, London Symphonia.[82] London is also home to the London Community Orchestra, the London Youth Symphony, and the Amabile Choirs of London, Canada[image: External link].

London also has a rich history in underground music. Noise pioneers, the Nihilist Spasm Band[image: External link] were formed in the city in 1965. Between 1966 and 1971, the group held a Monday night residency at the York Hotel in the city's core, which established it as a popular venue for emerging musicians and artists. Now known as Call the Office, the venue served as a hotbed for punk music in the late 1970s and 1980 and continues to host college rock bands and weekly alternative music nights. In 2003, CHRW-FM[image: External link] developed the London Music Archives, an online music database that chronicles every album recorded in London between 1967 and 2006.[83]

London's performance venues include Aeolian Hall[image: External link], a former Victorian-era town hall located in Old East Village, and the London Music Hall, a multi-level performance space in the downtown's Entertainment & Culture District.

Guy Lombardo[image: External link], an internationally acclaimed big band leader, was born in London, as was jazz musician Rob McConnell[image: External link]. Contemporary musicians born in London include hip hop artist and former CBC Radio[image: External link] host, Shad[image: External link], and singer-songwriter Meaghan Smith[image: External link]. Justin Bieber was born in London prior to moving to Stratford, Ontario.
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 Art




The city is home to several museums, including Museum London[image: External link], which is located at the Forks of the Thames[image: External link]. Museum London exhibits art by a wide variety of local, regional and national artists.[84] London is also home to the Museum of Ontario Archaeology[image: External link], owned by Western University[image: External link]. Its main feature is Canada's only on-going excavation and partial reconstruction of a prehistoric village of the Neutral Nation[image: External link] (Lawson Site).[85] The Royal Canadian Regiment Museum[image: External link] is a military museum located at Wolseley Barracks[image: External link], a former Canadian Forces Base in the city's Carling neighbourhood. The Secrets of Radar Museum[image: External link] was opened at Parkwood Hospital in 2003, and tells the story of the more than 6,000 Canadian World War II[image: External link] veterans who were recruited into a top-secret project during World War II[image: External link] involving radar[image: External link]. The London Regional Children's Museum[image: External link], located in South London, provides hands-on learning experiences for children and was one of the first children's museums established in Canada. The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame[image: External link] has its headquarters in downtown London and features a medical history museum.

Eldon House[image: External link] is the former residence of the prominent Harris Family and oldest surviving such building in London. The entire property was donated to the city of London in 1959 and is now a heritage site[image: External link]. An Ontario Historical Plaque was erected by the province to commemorate The Eldon House's role in Ontario's heritage.[86] The Banting House National Historic Site of Canada is the house where Sir Frederick Banting[image: External link] thought of the idea that led to the discovery of insulin[image: External link]. Banting lived and practiced in London for ten months, from July 1920 to May 1921. London is also the site of the Flame of Hope, which is intended to burn until a cure for diabetes[image: External link] is discovered.[87]

London is also home to a number of art galleries and artist spaces including the McIntosh Gallery at Western University[image: External link], and the London ARTS Project; a gallery, studio, and theatre space located on Dundas Street in the city's Entertainment & Culture District. The Forest City Gallery[image: External link], co-founded by Greg Curnoe[image: External link] in 1973, is one of Canada's first artist-run centres. It is currently located in the SoHo neighbourhood, south of downtown. London also hosts an annual Nuit Blanche[image: External link] each June.
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 Theatre




London is home to the Grand Theatre[image: External link], a professional proscenium arch[image: External link] theatre located in Central London. The building underwent renovations in 1975 to restore the stage's proscenium arch and to add a secondary performance space. The architectural firm responsible for the re-design was awarded a Governor General's award[image: External link] in 1978 for their work on the venue. In addition to professional productions, the Grand Theatre also hosts the High School Project, a program unique to North America that provides high school students an opportunity to work with professional directors[image: External link], choreographers[image: External link], musical directors[image: External link], and stage managers[image: External link]. The Palace Theatre, located in Old East Village, originally opened as a silent movie theatre in 1929 and was converted to a live theatre venue in 1991.[88] It is currently the home of the London Community Players, and as of 2016 is undergoing extensive historical restoration. The Original Kids Theatre Company, a nonprofit charitable youth organisation, currently puts on productions at the Spriet Family Theatre in the Covent Garden Market.[89]
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 Literature




London serves a core setting in Southern Ontario Gothic[image: External link] literature, most notably in the works of James Reaney[image: External link]. Modern writers include fantasy writer Kelley Armstrong[image: External link], Man Booker Prize[image: External link] winner, Eleanor Catton[image: External link], Scotiabank Giller Prize[image: External link] nominee, Joan Barfoot[image: External link], and winner, Bonnie Burnard[image: External link]. Emma Donoghue[image: External link], whose 2010 novel, Room[image: External link], was adapted into a 2015 Academy Award-winning film[image: External link] of the same name, also lives in London. Words is an annual literary and creative arts festival that takes place each November.[90]
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 Livability




London's recent urban regeneration[image: External link] efforts and civic initiatives have allowed the city to rank high in Canadian livability lists. In 2016, MoneySense[image: External link] magazine ranked London as the fourth best large Canadian city to live in.[91] It also ranked fourth (fifteenth overall) in 2013, and fifth in 2015.[92][93] In 2015, London was ranked as the sixth happiest city in Canada by Jetpac City Guides.[94] The Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives[image: External link] ranked London as the sixth best place to be a woman in 2015[95] and third in 2016.[96]

The city's cost of living is low compared to other southern Ontario cities. According to the London St. Thomas Association of Realtors, the average price of a home in the London and St. Thomas[image: External link] area in 2016 is $274,383, which is substantially lower than the national average of $467,082. It is also well below the average home prices of nearby cities including Toronto[image: External link] ($736,670), Hamilton[image: External link] ($510,204), and Kitchener-Waterloo[image: External link] ($364,290).[97] The 2015 average rental rate for a one-bedroom apartment is $781.

London has nine major parks and gardens throughout the city, many of which run along the Thames River[image: External link] and are interconnected by a series of pedestrian and bike paths, known as the Thames Valley Parkway.[98] This path system is 40 km (25 mi) in length, and connects to an additional 150 km (93 mi) of bike and hiking trails throughout the city.[99] The city's largest park, Springbank Park[image: External link], is 140-hectare (300 acre) and contains 30 km (19 mi) of trails. It is also home to Storybook Gardens, a family attraction open year-round.

London is among the best places to retire in Ontario, according to Comfort Life, a publication for seniors because of safety, affordability and the short distance to nearby beaches such as Port Stanley[image: External link], Port Burwell[image: External link] and Lambton Shores[image: External link].[100]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sports




London is currently the home of the London Knights[image: External link] of the Ontario Hockey League[image: External link], who play at the Budweiser Gardens[image: External link] (previously known as the John Labatt Centre). The Knights are 2004–2005 and 2015–2016 OHL and Memorial Cup[image: External link] Champions.[101] During the summer months, the London Majors[image: External link] of the Intercounty Baseball League[image: External link] play at Labatt Park[image: External link]. London City[image: External link] of the Canadian Soccer League[image: External link], is the highest level of soccer in London. The club was founded in 1973; it is the oldest active professional soccer franchise in North America.[102] The squad plays at Cove Road Stadium[image: External link] at the German Canadian Club. Other sports teams include the London Silver Dolphins Swim Team, the Forest City Volleyball Club, London Cricket Club, the London St. George's Rugby Club, the London Aquatics Club, the London Rhythmic Gymnastics Club, London City Soccer Club and Forest City London[image: External link].

Football teams include the London Beefeaters (Ontario Football Conference).

London's basketball team, the London Lightning[image: External link] plays at Budweiser Gardens[image: External link] as members of the National Basketball League of Canada[image: External link]. Finishing their inaugural regular season at 28–8, the Lightning would go on to win the 2011–12[image: External link] NBL Canada championship, defeating the Halifax Rainmen[image: External link] in the finals three games to two.

There are also a number of former sports teams that have now either moved or folded. London's four former baseball teams are the London Monarchs[image: External link] (Canadian Baseball League[image: External link]), the London Werewolves[image: External link] (Frontier League[image: External link]), the London Tecumsehs[image: External link] (International Association[image: External link]) and the London Tigers[image: External link] (AA Eastern League[image: External link]). Other former sports teams include the London Lasers (Canadian Soccer League[image: External link]) and the London Nationals[image: External link] (Western Ontario Hockey League).

In March 2013, London hosted the 2013 World Figure Skating Championships[image: External link].

The University of Western Ontario's teams play under the name Mustangs. The university's football team plays at TD Waterhouse Stadium[image: External link].[103] Western's Rowing Team rows out of one of two National Training Centres at Fanshawe Lake. Fanshawe College teams play under the name Falcons. The Women's Cross Country team has won 3 consecutive Canadian Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (CCAA) National Championships.[104] In 2010, the program cemented itself as the first CCAA program to win both Men's and Women's National team titles, as well as CCAA Coach of the Year.[105]

The Western Fair Raceway, about 85 acres harness racing[image: External link] track and simulcast centre, operates year-round.[106] The grounds include a coin slot casino[image: External link], a former IMAX[image: External link] theatre, and Sports and Agri-complex. Labatt Memorial Park[image: External link] the world's oldest continuously used baseball grounds[107][108] was established as Tecumseh Park in 1877; it was renamed in 1937, because the London field has been flooded and rebuilt twice (1883 and 1937), including a re-orientation of the bases (after the 1883 flood). The Forest City Velodrome[image: External link], located at the former London Ice House[image: External link], is the only indoor cycling track in Ontario and the third to be built in North America, opened in 2005.[109]
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 Current franchises






	Active sports teams in London



	Club
	League
	Sport
	Venue
	Established
	Championships



	London Knights[image: External link]
	OHL[image: External link]
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	Budweiser Gardens[image: External link]
	1965
	4



	London Nationals[image: External link]
	GOJHL[image: External link]
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	Western Fair District
	1950
	7



	London Lightning[image: External link]
	NBL Canada[image: External link]
	Basketball[image: External link]
	Budweiser Gardens[image: External link]
	2011
	2



	London Majors[image: External link]
	IBL[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	Labatt Memorial Park[image: External link]
	1925
	9



	London St. George's RFC
	ORU[image: External link] (Marshall Premiership)
	Rugby Union[image: External link]
	London St. George's Club
	1959
	0



	Forest City London[image: External link]
	League1 Ontario[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	TD Waterhouse Stadium[image: External link]
	2009
	1



	London Beefeaters[image: External link]
	CJFL[image: External link]
	Canadian Football[image: External link]
	TD Waterhouse Stadium
	1975
	1



	London Blue Devils[image: External link]
	Ontario Junior B Lacrosse League[image: External link]
	Lacrosse[image: External link]
	Earl Nichols Recreation Centre
	2003
	0
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 Government and law




See also: London City Council[image: External link] and List of mayors of London, Ontario[image: External link]


London's municipal government[image: External link] is divided among fourteen councillors[image: External link] (one representing each of London's fourteen wards[image: External link]) and the mayor[image: External link]. Matt Brown[image: External link] was elected mayor in the 2014 municipal election[image: External link], officially taking office on 1 December 2014.[110] Prior to Brown's election, London's most recent elected mayor[image: External link] was Joe Fontana[image: External link]; following Fontana's resignation on 19 June 2014, city councillor Joe Swan served as acting mayor[image: External link][111] until councillor Joni Baechler was selected as interim mayor 24 June.[112] Until the elections in 2010, there was a Board of Control[image: External link], consisting of four controllers and the mayor, all elected citywide.[113]

Although London has many ties to Middlesex County[image: External link], it is a totally separate entity; the two have no jurisdictional overlap. The exception is the Middlesex County courthouse and former jail, as the judiciary is administered directly by the province.[114]

In spite of some controversy about this move, London was the first city in Canada (in May 2017) to decide to move a ranked choice ballot for municipal elections starting in 2018. Voters will mark their ballots in order of preference, ranking their top three favourite candidates. No single individual is required to get at least 50% of the vote in the balloting to be elected.[115]

In 2001, the City of London first published their Facilities Accessibility Design Standards (FADS) which was one of the first North American municipal accessibility[image: External link] requirements to include Universal Design[image: External link]. It has since been adopted by over 50 municipalities in Canada and the United States[image: External link].[116]
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 City councilors




In addition to mayor Matt Brown[image: External link] the following were elected in the 2014 municipal election[image: External link] for the 2014-2018 term.[117][118]



	Councillor
	Office
	Communities



	Michael Van Holst
	Ward 1
	Chelsea Green, Fairmont



	Bill Armstrong
	Ward 2
	Pottersburg, Nelson Park, Trafalgar Heights



	Mo Mohamed Salih
	Ward 3
	Huron Heights



	Jesse Helmer
	Ward 4
	East London



	Maureen Cassidy
	Ward 5
	Stoneybrook, Northdale, Northerest, Uplands



	Phil Squire
	Ward 6
	Broughdale, University Heights, Orchard Park, Sherwood Forest



	Josh Morgan
	Ward 7
	White Hills, Medway Heights, Masonville, Hyde Park



	Paul Hubert
	Ward 8
	Oakridge Park, Oakridge Acres,



	Anna Hopkins
	Ward 9
	Byron, Lambeth



	Virginia Ridley
	Ward 10
	Westmount



	Stephen Turner
	Ward 11
	Cleardale, Southcrest Estates, Berkshire Village, Kensal Park, Manor Park



	Harold Usher
	Ward 12
	Glendale, Southdale, Lockwood Park, White Oak



	Tanya Park
	Ward 13
	Downtown London, Blackfriars, Piccadilly/Adelaide, SoHo, KeVa, Woodfield, Oxford Park



	Jared Zaifman
	Ward 14
	Glen Cairn Woods, Pond Mills, Wilton Grove, Glanworth





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Provincial ridings




The city includes three provincial ridings. In the provincial government[image: External link], London is represented by Liberal[image: External link] Deb Matthews[image: External link] (London North Centre[image: External link]); Progressive Conservative[image: External link] Jeff Yurek[image: External link] ( Elgin—Middlesex—London[image: External link]), and NDPs[image: External link]: Teresa Armstrong[image: External link] ( London—Fanshawe[image: External link]) and Peggy Sattler[image: External link] (London West[image: External link]).[119]
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 Federal ridings




The London and surrounding area includes four federal ridings.[120] In the federal government[image: External link], London is represented by Conservative Karen Vecchio[image: External link] ( Elgin—Middlesex—London[image: External link]), Liberals Peter Fragiskatos[image: External link] (London North Centre[image: External link]) and Kate Young[image: External link] (London West), and NDP Irene Mathyssen[image: External link] ( London—Fanshawe[image: External link]).[121]
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 Serial killing




Between 1959 and 1984, London contained the largest concentration of serial killers[image: External link] in the world, as the city was startled by 29 murders. During that time period, up to six serial killers may have been operating in London,[122] though three were convicted for 13 of the killings: Gerald Thomas Archer[image: External link] (the "London Chamber Maid Slayer"), Christian Magee (the "Mad Slasher") and Russell Johnson (the "Balcony Killer"), with the other 16 murders still unsolved as of August 2015.[123]
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 Civic initiatives




The City of London initiatives in Old East London are helping to create a renewed sense of vigour in the East London Business District. Specific initiatives include the creation of the Old East Heritage Conservation District under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act, special Building Code policies and Facade Restoration Programs.[124]

London is home to heritage properties representing a variety of architectural styles[image: External link],[125] including Queen Anne[image: External link], Art Deco[image: External link], Modern[image: External link], and Brutalist[image: External link]

Londoners have become protective of the trees in the city, protesting "unnecessary" removal of trees.[126] The City Council and tourist industry have created projects to replant trees throughout the city. As well, they have begun to erect metal trees of various colours in the downtown area, causing some controversy.[127]
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 Transportation




See also: List of roads in London, Ontario[image: External link]
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 Road transportation




London is at the junction of Highway 401[image: External link] that connects the city to Toronto and Windsor, and Highway 402[image: External link] to Sarnia[image: External link].[128][129] Also, Highway 403[image: External link], which diverges from the 401 at nearby Woodstock, Ontario[image: External link], provides ready access to Brantford[image: External link], Hamilton[image: External link], the Golden Horseshoe[image: External link] area, and the Niagara Peninsula[image: External link].[130] Many smaller two-lane highways[image: External link] also pass through or near London, including Kings Highways[image: External link] 2[image: External link], 3[image: External link], 4[image: External link], 7[image: External link] and 22. Many of these are "historical" names, as provincial downloading in the 1980s and 1990s put responsibility for most provincial highways on municipal governments.[131] Nevertheless, these roads continue to provide access from London to nearby communities and locations in much of Western Ontario[image: External link], including Goderich[image: External link], Port Stanley[image: External link] and Owen Sound[image: External link].

Since the 1970s, London has improved urban road alignments that eliminated "jogs" in established traffic patterns over 19th-century street misalignments. The lack of a municipal freeway[image: External link] (either through or around the city) as well as the presence of two significant railways (each with attendant switching yards and few over/underpasses) are the primary causes of rush hour[image: External link] congestion, along with construction and heavy snow. Thus, traffic times can be significantly variable, although major traffic jams are rare.[132] Wellington Road between Commissioners Road E and Southdale Road E is London's busiest section of roadway, with more than 46,000 vehicles using the span on an average day[133] City council rejected early plans for the construction of a freeway, and instead accepted the Veterans Memorial Parkway[image: External link] to serve the east end.[134] Some Londoners have expressed concern that the absence of a local freeway may hinder London's economic and population growth, while others have voiced concern that such a freeway would destroy environmentally sensitive areas and further contribute to London's suburban sprawl.[132] Road capacity improvements have been made to Veterans Memorial Parkway (formerly named Airport Road and Highway 100[image: External link]) in the industrialized east end.[135] However, the Parkway has received criticism for not being built as a proper highway; a recent city-run study suggested upgrading it by replacing the intersections with interchanges.[136]
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 Public transit




In the late 19th Century, and the early 20th Century, an extensive network of streetcar routes served London.[137][138]

Main article: Streetcars in London, Ontario[image: External link]


London's public transit[image: External link] system is run by the London Transit Commission[image: External link], which has 44 bus routes throughout the city.[139] Although the city has lost ridership over the last few years, the commission is making concerted efforts to enhance services by implementing a five-year improvement plan. In 2015, an additional 17,000 hours of bus service was added throughout the city. In 2016, 11 new operators, 5 new busses, and another 17,000 hours of bus service were added to the network.[140] Bus service is currently the only mode of public transit available to the public in London, with no available rapid transit[image: External link] networks like those used in other Canadian cities. However, city council approved a bus rapid transit[image: External link] (BRT) business case in May 2016 that will see a rapid transit system running in L- and 7-shaped corridors throughout the city. Construction is expected to begin in 2018, with the service fully operational by 2025.[141]
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 Cycling network




London has 330 km (205 mi) of cycling paths throughout the city, 91 km (59 mi) of which have been added since 2005.[142] In June 2016, London unveiled its first bike corrals, which replace parking for one vehicle with fourteen bicycle parking spaces, and fix-it stations, which provide cyclists with simple tools and a bicycle pump, throughout the city.[143] In September 2016, city council approved a new 15 year cycling master plan that will see the construction of an additional 470 km (292 mi) of cycling paths added to the existing network.[142][144]
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 Intercity transport




London is on the Canadian National Railway[image: External link] main line between Toronto and Chicago[image: External link] (with a secondary main line to Windsor[image: External link]) and the Canadian Pacific Railway[image: External link] main line between Toronto and Detroit.[145] Via Rail[image: External link] operates regional passenger service through London station[image: External link] as part of the Quebec City–Windsor Corridor[image: External link], with connections to the United States[image: External link].[146] Via Rail's London terminal is the fourth-busiest passenger terminal in Canada.[145]

London is also a destination for inter-city bus[image: External link] travellers. London is the seventh-busiest Greyhound Canada[image: External link] terminal in terms of passengers,[147] and connecting services radiate from London throughout Southwestern Ontario[image: External link] and through to the American cities of Detroit[image: External link], Michigan[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link], Illinois[image: External link].

London International Airport[image: External link] ( YXU[image: External link]) is the 12th busiest passenger airport in Canada and the 11th busiest airport in Canada by take-offs and landings.[145] It is served by airlines including Air Canada Jazz[image: External link], and WestJet[image: External link], and provides direct flights to both domestic and international destinations, including Toronto[image: External link], Orlando[image: External link], Ottawa[image: External link], Winnipeg[image: External link], Calgary[image: External link], Cancún[image: External link], Vancouver[image: External link], Varadero[image: External link], Punta Cana[image: External link], Montego Bay[image: External link], Santa Clara[image: External link], and Holguin[image: External link].[148]
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 Plans




The city of London is considering bus rapid transit[image: External link] (BRT) and/or high-occupancy vehicle lanes[image: External link] (HOV) to help it achieve its long-term transportation plan. Additional cycleways are planned for integration in road-widening projects, where there is need and sufficient space along routes. An expressway[image: External link]/freeway network is possible along the eastern and western ends of the city, from Highway 401[image: External link] (and Highway 402[image: External link] for the western route) past Oxford Street, potentially with another highway, joining the two in the city's north end.[132]

The City of London has assessed the entire length of the Veterans Memorial Parkway, identifying areas where interchanges can be constructed, grade separations can occur, and where cul-de-sacs[image: External link] can be placed. Upon completion, the Veterans Memorial Parkway would no longer be an expressway, but a freeway, for the majority of its length.[149]
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 Education




See also: List of schools in London, Ontario[image: External link]


London public elementary[image: External link] and secondary schools[image: External link] are governed by four school boards[image: External link] – the Thames Valley District School Board[image: External link], the London District Catholic School Board[image: External link] and the French first language school boards (the Conseil scolaire Viamonde[image: External link] and the Conseil scolaire catholique Providence[image: External link] or CSC).[150] The CSC has a satellite office in London.[151]

There are also more than twenty private schools in the city.[150]

London is home to London Central Secondary School[image: External link], the highest ranking academic school in Ontario.[152]

The city is home to two post-secondary[image: External link] institutions: the University of Western Ontario[image: External link] (UWO) and Fanshawe College[image: External link], a college of applied arts and technology.[150] UWO, founded in 1878, has about 3500 full-time faculty and staff members and almost 30,000 undergraduate[image: External link] and graduate[image: External link] students.[153] It placed tenth in the 2008 Maclean's[image: External link] magazine rankings of Canadian universities[image: External link].[154] The Richard Ivey School of Business[image: External link], part of UWO, was formed in 1922 and ranked among the best business schools[image: External link] in the country by the Financial Times[image: External link] in 2009.[155] UWO has three affiliated colleges: Brescia University College[image: External link], founded in 1919 (Canada's only university-level women's college);[156][157] Huron University College[image: External link], founded in 1863 (also the founding college of UWO) and King's University College[image: External link], founded in 1954.[158][159] All three are liberal arts colleges[image: External link] with religious affiliations: Huron with the Anglican Church of Canada[image: External link], King's and Brescia with the Roman Catholic Church.[160] London is also home to Lester B. Pearson School for the Arts[image: External link] one of few of its kind.

Fanshawe College has an enrollment of approximately 15,000 students, including 3,500 apprentices and over 500 international students from over 30 countries.[161] It also has almost 40,000 students in part-time continuing education[image: External link] courses.[161] Fanshawe's Key Performance Indicators[image: External link] (KPI) have been over the provincial average for many years now, with increasing percentages year by year.[162]

The Ontario Institute of Audio Recording Technology[image: External link] (OIART) is also in London. Founded in 1983, it offers recording studio experience for audio engineering students.[163]

Westervelt College[image: External link] is also located in London. This private career college was founded in 1885 and offers several diploma programs.[164]
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 Sister cities




London currently has one sister city[image: External link]:


	
Nanjing[image: External link], China[image: External link][165]
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 See also





	CFB London[image: External link]

	List of people from London, Ontario[image: External link]

	List of tallest buildings in London, Ontario[image: External link]

	
Asteroid[image: External link] 12310 Londontario[image: External link], named for the city.
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^ London's long term climate record has been recorded at various climate stations in or near the city of London since 1871. From 1871 to 1891 at London, 1883 to 1932 at London South, 1930 to 1941 at Lambeth Airport, and 1940 to present at London International Airport[image: External link].
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Songwriter






For other uses, see Songwriter (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Songsmith" redirects here. For the music software, see Microsoft Songsmith[image: External link].

A songwriter is a professional who is paid to write lyrics[image: External link] and melodies[image: External link] for songs[image: External link], typically for a popular music[image: External link] genre such as rock[image: External link] or country music[image: External link]. A songwriter can also be called a composer[image: External link], although the latter term tends to be used mainly for individuals from the classical music[image: External link] genre. The pressure from the music industry[image: External link] to produce popular hits means that songwriting is often an activity for which the tasks are distributed between a number of people.[1] For example, a songwriter who excels at writing lyrics[image: External link] might be paired with a songwriter with a gift for creating original melodies. Pop songs may be written by group members from the band or by staff writers – songwriters directly employed by music publishers[image: External link].[1] Some songwriters serve as their own music publishers, while others have outside publishers.[1]

The old-style apprenticeship approach to learning how to write songs is being supplemented by university degrees[image: External link] and college diplomas and "rock schools".[1] Knowledge of modern music technology (sequencers, synthesizers, computer sound editing), songwriting elements and business skills are now often necessary requirements for a songwriter. Several music colleges offer songwriting diplomas and degrees with music business modules.[1] Since songwriting and publishing royalties[image: External link] can be substantial sources of income, particularly if a song becomes a hit record[image: External link], legally, in the US, songs written after 1934 may be copied only by the authors. The legal power to grant these permissions may be bought, sold or transferred. This is governed by international copyright law[image: External link].[1]

Songwriters can be employed to write either the lyrics or the music directly for or alongside a performing artist, or they present songs to A&R[image: External link], publishers, agents and managers for consideration. Song pitching can be done on a songwriter's behalf by their publisher or independently using tip sheets[image: External link] like RowFax, the MusicRow[image: External link] publication and SongQuarters[image: External link].[1] Skills associated with song-writing include entrepreneurism and creativity.[2]



TOP
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 Staff writers




Songwriters who sign an exclusive songwriting agreement with a publisher are called staff writers. Being a staff writer effectively means that, during the term of the songwriter's contract with the publisher, all their songs are automatically published by that company and cannot be published elsewhere.[1]

In the Nashville country music scene, there is a strong staff writer culture where contracted writers work normal "9-to-5" hours at the publishing office and are paid a regular salary. This salary is in effect the writer's "draw", an advance on future earnings, which is paid on a monthly basis and enables them to live within a fixed budget.[3] The publisher owns the copyright of songs written during the term of the agreement for a designated period, after which the songwriter can reclaim the copyright.[3] In an interview with HitQuarters, songwriter Dave Berg[image: External link] extolled the benefits of the set-up: "I was able to concentrate on writing the whole time and have always had enough money to live on."[4]

Unlike contracted writers, some staff writers operate as employees for their respective publishers. Under the terms of these work for hire[image: External link] agreements, the compositions created are fully owned by the publisher. Because the recapture provision of the United States[image: External link] Copyright Act of 1976[image: External link] does not apply to "works made for hire," the rights to a song created under an employment contract cannot be "recaptured" by the writer after 35 years. In Nashville, young writers are often strongly encouraged to avoid these types of contracts.

Staff writers are common across the whole industry, but without the more office-like working arrangements favored in Nashville. All the major publishers employ writers under contract.[4] Obtaining a staff writer contract with a publisher can be a first step for any professional songwriting career, with some writers with a desire for greater independence outgrowing this set-up once they achieve a degree of success.[4] Songwriter Allan Eshuijs[image: External link] described his staff writer contract at Universal Music Publishing[image: External link] as a starter deal. His success under the arrangement eventually allowed him to found his own publishing company, so that he could "...keep as much [publishing income] as possible and say how it's going to be done."[5]
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 As musicians




Songwriters are also often skilled musicians. In part, this is because the process of "working out" a song or arrangement requires a songwriter to play an instrument, typically the guitar or the piano[image: External link], to hear how the chord progression[image: External link] sounds and to hear how well a given set of chords supports a melody. In addition to selling their songs and musical concepts for other artists to sing, some songwriter-musicians create songs to perform themselves. Songwriters need to create a number of elements for a song. At minimum, a songwriter must prepare a lead sheet[image: External link] for a song, which consists of one or more pieces of sheet music[image: External link] with the melody notes and chord progression[image: External link] indicated on it.

The songwriter may expand upon the melody and chord progression by adding an instrumental melody (which may occur before or after the vocal melody, or alongside the vocal melody) and creating a more complex song structure (e.g., verse, chorus, bridge, instrumental solo section, verse, etc.).
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 Singer-songwriters




Many singers also write songs for themselves, and as such, they are usually referred to as singer-songwriters[image: External link].
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 Co-writing




When a song is written by more than one person, it is co-written, or written jointly or in collaboration with another author.[6] Co-writers create songs in different ways. Some co-writers use a "stream of consciousness" approach, throwing out every single line or word or rhyme that comes to them. By letting ideas flow, this generates potential lyrics and song structures more effectively than trying to writing the song by discussing options. Co-writing can help two creators with different talents and strengths to create a new song that neither could have been able to devise if they were working alone.[7] The first step in co-writing is to establish the division of the contribution between co-writers. In copyright law, there is no distinction of importance between the lyrics of the song or the melody of the song, therefore each writer is given ownership equally over all of the song, unless another agreement is arranged.[8] "Phantom" songwriters are those who provided small contributions to the song, such as a band member who suggests a line for a verse or a session musician[image: External link] who informally proposes a chord progression for a coda. Unfortunately, once a songwriter is acknowledged as a cowriter on the project, this is almost impossible to undo, so "phantom" songwriters are not usually given credit.
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Stratford, Ontario






Stratford is a city on the Avon River[image: External link] in Perth County[image: External link] in southwestern[image: External link] Ontario[image: External link], Canada, with a population of 31,465 in 2016[image: External link] in a land area of 28.28 square kilometres.[4] Stratford is the seat[image: External link] of Perth County which was settled by English, Irish, Scottish and German immigrants, in almost equal numbers, starting in the 1820s but primarily in the 1830s and 1840s. Most became farmers, and even today, the area around Stratford is known for mixed farming, dairying and hog production.[5]

When the area which is now Stratford was first settled in 1832, the townsite and the river were named after Stratford-upon-Avon[image: External link], England. Stratford was incorporated as a town in 1859 and as a city[image: External link] in 1886.[6] The first mayor was John Corry Wilson Daly[image: External link] and the current mayor is Dan Mathieson. The swan[image: External link] has become a symbol of the city. Each year twenty-four white swans are released into the Avon River. The town is well known for being the home of the Stratford Festival[image: External link] previously known as the Stratford Shakespeare Festival; while Shakespeare's plays are still produced, theatre in a wide range of genres is offered each year, from May to October.

Stratford is among the best places to retire in Ontario, according to Comfort Life, a publication for seniors. According to this source, MoneySense also makes this recommendation.[7] The latter publication rated Stratford as the 15th best place to live in Canada.[8]



TOP
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 History




In 1832, the development of an area called "Little Thames" as the market centre for the eastern Huron Tract began. By 1834 a tavern, sawmill and grist mill had opened, and by 1835 a post office, called Stratford, was operating. The Smith's Canadian Gazetteer of 1846 describes Stratford as follows: "Stratford contains about 200 inhabitants. Post Office, post three times a-week. Professions and Trades.—Two physicians and surgeons, one grist and saw mill, one tannery, three stores, one brewery, one distillery, one ashery, two taverns, two blacksmiths, one saddler, two wheelwrights, three shoemakers, two tailors.[9] Settlement was slow until the early 1850s when the railway arrived.[10]

Furniture manufacturing and railway locomotive repairs were the most important parts of the local economy by the twentieth century. In 1933 a general strike, started by the furniture workers and led by the Communist[image: External link] Workers' Unity League[image: External link], marked the last time the army was deployed to break a strike in Canada.[6] The Grand Trunk Railway (later CNR) locomotive repair shops were the major employer for many years, employing 40% of the population.[11][12]
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 Timeline





	1828 - Settlement begins.

	1832 - Thomas Mercer Jones, an agent of the Canada Company[image: External link], names the village "Stratford" and renames the portion of the Thames River[image: External link] running through it the "Avon River." The first sawmill, hotel (Shakespeare Hotel) and gristmill are opened.

	1834: The community has a tavern, sawmill and grist mill; in 1835 the first post office opens.

	1849 - The Perth County News is Stratford's first weekly newspaper.

	1853 - Perth County is created, with Stratford as its county seat.

	1854 - Stratford is incorporated as a village[image: External link].

	1856 - Stratford becomes a railway town with the arrival of the Grand Trunk and Buffalo-Lake Huron railways.[6]


	1859 - Stratford is incorporated as a town[image: External link].

	1864 - The 17-year-old American telegraph operator Thomas Edison[image: External link] briefly lived at 19 Grange Street.

	1867 - "Stratford" is an ancient burial place for people who died in the civil war.

	1871: A major railway repair yard opens (the town's major employer by 1901) and helps accelerate the population growth.[12]


	1885 - Stratford is incorporated as a city[image: External link] with a population of 9000.

	1887 - The second and current Perth County Court House opens; it is praised for its High Victorian architecture, with several Queen Anne features, and Richardsonian Romanesque elements.[13]


	1898 The massive red brick town hall, in the Victorian "Picturesque" style, with a prominent clock tower, is completed.[14]


	1903 - The first public library opens, built with $15,000 of financial assistance from American steel magnate Andrew Carnegie[image: External link].

	1908 - The Stratford Normal School opens to train teachers; from 1953 on, it is called the Stratford Teachers' College. The school trains nearly 14,000 teachers before closing in 1973.[15]


	1909 - The GTR (later CNR) locomotive repair shops building is completed; it is 16,800 square meters (182,000 square feet) in size.[16]


	1918 - A gift from J.C. Garden, a pair of Mute swans[image: External link] come to live in Stratford. The population would expand over subsequent years.[17]


	1920s - Stratford is already a major furniture manufacturing centre; nearly one-sixth of all the furniture made in Canada is shipped from here. (All such manufacturing will have ceased by 2006.)[18]


	1933 - The army is called in to attempt to end a general strike (mostly of furniture workers) and try to systematically remove communist leaders, but fails, the last time the military is used to quell a strike in Canada.

	1936 - The Shakespearean Gardens are created, primarily through the efforts of R, Thomas Orr.

	1953 - The Stratford Shakespearean Festival Theatre[image: External link] is opened through the efforts of a Stratford journalist, Tom Patterson[image: External link].

	1957 - The Festival moves into its first permanent structure, the Festival Theatre.

	1964 - The CNR shops close, laying off numerous employees.

	1976 - The Stratford City Hall[image: External link] is designated a National Historic Site of Canada[image: External link].[19]


	1992 - Stratford Armoury is a recognised Federal Heritage building 1986 on the Register of the Government of Canada Heritage Buildings.[20]


	1993 - Stratford's former Canadian National Railways (VIA Rail) Station is designated a Federal Heritage building.[21]


	1997 - Nations in Bloom crowns Stratford the "Prettiest City in the World."

	2003 - The Stratford Festival of Canada celebrated its 50th season, welcoming 672 924 patrons to 18 plays. This was a record number of playgoers during the 50 seasons. The Avon Theatre realised a complete renewal and the Studio Theatre, a fourth theatre space seating 250 people, was added.

	2009 - Canada 3.0[image: External link] brings 1500 people to Stratford.
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 First and Second World War and the Korean War




The memorial, erected by the city of Stratford, is dedicated to the memory of the war dead of the First and Second World Wars and the Korean War.[22] It was created by renowned sculptor Walter Seymour Allward who also designed the Canadian National Memorial in Vimy, France. The memorial was gifted by Mr. Walter B. Allward, of Toronto. The base is granite and the figures bronze. The total width runs eighteen feet, and the total height sixteen, the figures are eight feet high. The tall figure on the high ground expresses the better, the spiritual man, while going down into the valley is the disarmed figure of strife, the group showing the supremacy of right over brute force. On the face of the centre base are the words: "They Broke the Sword and Brought Peace to my Land." On the Slide base is inscribed the names of Stratford's war dead. The memorial was placed at the end of Erie Street, where it joins Ontario Street.[23]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notable past and present residents




Notable residents that have lived in Stratford include singers Loreena McKennitt[image: External link], Justin Bieber and Richard Manuel[image: External link]; classical singer James Westman[image: External link]; actors Shawn Roberts[image: External link] and Joe Dinicol[image: External link], and author R. J. Anderson[image: External link]. Canadian news anchors Lloyd Robertson[image: External link] and Tony Parsons[image: External link] both got their start in broadcasting at local radio station CJCS, Robertson in 1952 and Parsons in 1957. CBC[image: External link] news anchor Peter Mansbridge[image: External link] and his wife Cynthia Dale[image: External link] currently live in Stratford, as does actor Colm Feore[image: External link]. Stratford is often credited as the home of hockey star Howie Morenz[image: External link], who was actually from nearby Mitchell[image: External link]. The northern block of Nile Street, between Lakeside Drive and Water Street (on which the Allman Arena[image: External link] is situated) was renamed to Morenz Drive in his honour. William D. Connor[image: External link], Lieutenant Governor[image: External link] of Wisconsin[image: External link] from 1907–1909, grandfather of former Congressman and Secretary of Defense Melvin R. Laird[image: External link], and great-grandfather of Jessica Laird Doyle, wife of Governor James Doyle[image: External link] of Wisconsin[image: External link], was born near Stratford on a farm.[24]

Thomas Edison[image: External link] briefly worked as a telegraph operator in 1863 for the Grand Trunk Railway[image: External link] at Stratford's railway station at age 16. He was held responsible for a near collision. Instead of waiting for punishment, Edison left and returned to his parents' home in Michigan.[25]

John Davis Barnett[image: External link] was an Assistant Mechanical Superintendent of the Grand Trunk Railroad[image: External link] and Mechanical Superintendent of the Midland Railway[image: External link] and librarian; later in life becoming a collector donating to the University of Western Ontario[image: External link]. The assistant architect[image: External link] of the United States Capitol[image: External link], Michael G. Turnbull[image: External link], was born in Stratford and lived there until the age of eleven, when his family emigrated to the United States. Dr. Norman Bethune[image: External link] made Stratford his temporary home in the early part of 1917.[26] He worked as a physician at the home/office on Albert Street that was occupied by Dr. Lorne Robertson in the 1930s (now demolished). The two cast iron dogs from this residence now stand outside the entrance to Queen's Park at the north end of Parkview Drive. His sister Janet and her husband Thomas Stiles were host to Norman and his new wife Frances in 1924, when they stayed at Janet's home (at 335 Cobourg Street) for several months. Dr. Robert B. Salter[image: External link] was born in Stratford. The first woman to be elected member of the House of Commons of Canada[image: External link], Agnes Macphail[image: External link], attended teachers college in Stratford in 1909-10.[27] Duncan MacKinnon was a druggist in Stratford, 1873–76, and a penmaker, the inventor of the stylographic fountain pen in 1875.[28]

Historical plaques erected by the Government of Ontario recall the contributions of two Stratford residents.[29] R. Thomas Orr was influential in transforming an industrial area along the river into the vast parkland. (More specifically, "R. Thomas Orr kept Stratford’s parks and waterfront from being turned into a rail yard [in 1913]. ... He was the first secretary of the parks board in 1904. The board bought the land for Queen’s Park and convinced the city to dam and dredge the Avon River to create Lake Victoria.")[30] Orr helped to establish Stratford's library and the war memorial and was the founder of the Upper Thames River Conservation Authority and the Stratford Historical Society.

Tom Patterson (theatre producer)[image: External link] visualized a Shakespearean festival in 1951 and worked to get the support of local politicians and British Shakespearean director Tyrone Guthrie[image: External link]. Within two years, the festival was a reality. (Patterson helped convince Alec Guinness to perform; he played Richard III in the opening production.)[31] In addition to being considered founder of the Festival, Patterson also helped found the Canadian Theatre Centre and the National Theatre School.
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 Municipal government




The city is governed by an elected City Council, with a mayor and ten councilors, elected every four years. Sub-committees of Council make recommendations to the Standing Committees of Council that are then forwarded to City Council for a final decision. The current mayor is Dan Mathieson.[32]
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 Stratford Festival




The Stratford Shakespeare Festival[image: External link] began in 1953 when, on July 13, actor Alec Guinness[image: External link] spoke the first lines of the first play produced by the festival.[33][34]

The performances during the first four seasons took place in a concrete amphitheatre covered by giant canvas tent on the banks of the River Avon. The first of many years of Stratford Shakespeare Festival production history[image: External link] started with a six-week season, opening on 13 July 1953, with Richard III[image: External link] and then All's Well That Ends Well[image: External link] both starring Alec Guinness. The 1954 season ran for nine weeks and included Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex[image: External link] and two Shakespeare plays, Measure for Measure[image: External link] and The Taming of the Shrew[image: External link]. Young actors during the first four seasons included several who went on to great success in subsequent years, Douglas Campbell, Timothy Findley, Don Harron, William Hutt and Douglas Rain.[35]

The new Festival Theatre was dedicated on 30 June 1957, with seating for over 1,800 people; none are more than 65 feet from the thrust stage[image: External link]. Over the years, additional theatrical venues were added: the Avon Theatre, the Tom Patterson Theatre (originally Shakespeare 3 Company) and the Studio Theatre.[36] The annual festival now draws hundreds of thousands of theatre goers and tourists to the area each year. Acclaimed performers have included Alec Guinness[image: External link], Christopher Plummer[image: External link], Dame Maggie Smith[image: External link], William Hutt[image: External link] and William Shatner[image: External link] have performed at the festival. The Canadian novelist and playwright Timothy Findley[image: External link] performed in the first season, and had an ongoing relationship with the festival, eventually moving to Stratford in 1997.

As recently as 2012, the Festival had a deficit of $3.4 million, but a surplus of $3.1 million was achieved by 2015 under the control of artistic director Antoni Cimolino and executive director Anita Gaffney. They had not yet reached the target of a half million ticket sales for the season (to match a previous record) but had achieved a significant increase in the number of new patrons to the theatres.[37]

The 2017 season, with all-Canadian directors, offers a wide range of productions.[38] Those at the Festival Theatre include Twelfth Night[image: External link], Romeo and Juliet[image: External link], Taming of the Shrew[image: External link], Molière’s Tartuffe[image: External link] and Guys and Dolls[image: External link]. Other classics HMS Pinafore[image: External link], The School for Scandal[image: External link] and a new version of R.L. Stevenson’s Treasure Island[image: External link].[39]
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 Tourism




Numerous visitors arrive in Stratford each week during the May to October Festival season, often by the busload. Some stay overnight and many spend some hours here, shopping, taking a stroll around the Avon River and the historic downtown area, stopping for lunch or dinner.[40][41] National Geographic Traveler[image: External link] considers the theatres to be nirvana and also praises other aspects of the town. "During the festival—which stages everything from Shakespeare to Sondheim to new Canadian plays—you can stay in theater-themed B&Bs, hang out with actors post-show at local bars like Down the Street, go on backstage tours, and attend dozens of other events with other theater-mad folk. Stratford itself is the type of walkable wholesome town Rodgers and Hammerstein might write a musical about."[42]

In addition to the Festival, several annual events attract visitors. Stratford Summer Music, in its 17th year, runs for about a month. In 2016, the event, run by the Town, offered 85 concerts, a third of them free or "pay what you can". The 2016 budget was $800,000 with funding provided by agencies such as the Ontario Cultural Attractions Fund.[43] Smaller event are held in other months, including winter and the Swan Weekend in April, to attract off-season visitors.[44][45]
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 Economy




The city is in a successful agricultural area and has some auto parts manufacturing, but tourism is still the most significant aspect. According to an estimate by the Conference Board of Canada, it generates $140 million in economic activity, $65 million in taxes and 3,000 direct and indirect jobs. For the past few years however, the town has been working to attract more technical industries with mayor Dan Mathieson spearheading the effort. The Royal Bank of Canada[image: External link] opened a $300 million data centre here, Starwood Hotels is experimenting with a new type of call centre, and the University of Waterloo[image: External link] has opened a satellite campus with about 500 students specializing in digital media and information technology, and as the home of the technology forum Canada 3.0 and various technology companies.[32]
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 Technology




Stratford has been internationally recognized as a digital technology centre and a "smart city". For the past three years Stratford has placed in the Top 7 Intelligent Communities for 2011.[46] In 2013 Stratford was beat out by Taichung City, Taiwan, which has a population of over 2.3 million people. Each of the Top 7 Communities recognized by the Intelligent Community Forum[image: External link] "exemplifies best practices in broadband deployment and use, workforce development, innovation, digital inclusion and advocacy that offer lessons to regions, cities, towns and villages around the world".[47]

The city is waiting to hear whether it will be selected by the Government of Ontario as the area for testing driverless cars on public roads. The entire city would become a test centre; this would require the installation of a major new digital infrastructure to enable communications between vehicles, with the roadway and with traffic signals. Preliminary testing of driverless cars has been done here already, by the Waterloo's Centre for Automotive Research, affiliated with the University, but the decision as to where the multimillion-dollar technology grid will be installed has not yet been made by the Province. The city's free Wi-Fi network may be of value to IT industries and is an indicator of its serious interest in advanced technology.[48]

The Stratford Festival's executive director Anita Gaffney is also the president of Invest Stratford, the city’s Economic Development arm. Her comment on the initiatives: "We’re fortunate to have a mayor like Dan Mathieson. He’s got a great vision for the city. He’s working to get a lot of different sectors working on digital platforms … including automotive".[32]
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 Education




The city's three secondary schools are:


	
Stratford Central Secondary School[image: External link],

	
Stratford Northwestern Secondary School[image: External link],



both part of the Avon Maitland District School Board[image: External link], and


	
St. Michael's Catholic Secondary School[image: External link], which is part of the Huron Perth Catholic District School Board.



Stratford is also home to the Stratford Chef School[image: External link].
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 University of Waterloo Stratford Campus




September 2010 marked the official opening of the Stratford campus.[49]

Founded in June 2009,[50] the University of Waterloo Stratford Campus is part of the Faculty of Arts[image: External link], established to provide programs that focus on digital media[image: External link], digital technologies, content creation and user experience.[51]

This location offers undergraduate, graduate and advanced education programs and research opportunities as well as opportunities for research and commercialization. According to the University, this campus "is a collaborative, strategic partnership between the city of Stratford and the University of Waterloo to bring students, researchers, industry and entrepreneurs together to create, examine, and commercialize opportunities in the digital media space. The Waterloo Stratford Campus is leading an evolution in learning and career preparation. Students are immersed in a rich, technology-driven environment where theory and practice, science and commerce, creativity and innovation merge to forward digital media."[52]

In June 2009, the University of Waterloo Stratford Campus and the Canadian Digital Media Network (CDMN) hosted the Canada 3.0[image: External link] forum in Stratford to map Canada’s digital future and create opportunities for new business and jobs. In May 2010, the second Canada 3.0 was held in Stratford again.
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 Police Services




The City is served by the Stratford Police Service. The police board consists of two members of city council, a citizen appointed by Council, and two citizens appointed by the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario[image: External link].[53] Stratford's first constable was hired in 1854.

Other areas of Perth County receive services from the Ontario Provincial Police[image: External link], Perth County Detachment in Sebringville with satellite offices in Listowel and Mitchell.
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 Transportation




Historically, the city was a railway junction. Today Canadian National Railway[image: External link], and the Goderich-Exeter Railway[image: External link] provide freight links, and Via Rail Canada[image: External link] is the passenger carrier.[54] Via's rail service in Stratford is based from the Stratford railway station[image: External link], and is situated on the Toronto-Sarnia segment of the Québec City-Windsor Corridor[image: External link]; Via serves Stratford with four trains daily (two eastbound to Toronto Union Station[image: External link], one westbound to Sarnia[image: External link] via London[image: External link], and one westbound terminating at London).[55] Whilst not on the 400-series highway[image: External link], it is at the junctions of Highways 7[image: External link] (Ontario St.), 8[image: External link] (Huron St.), and former 19[image: External link] (Now Perth Road 119, Mornington St.) and is connected to Highway 401[image: External link] by expressways from Kitchener[image: External link]. Greyhound Canada[image: External link] provided daily service between London and Kitchener but the route was cancelled as of July 2011.[56] The owners of Cherrey Bus Lines, Robin Hood Tours provides chartered bus service from Stratford to locations as far as Kincardine and Wingham[image: External link].[57] Within the city, Stratford Transit[image: External link] provides the local bus service, running every half-hour six days a week.[58] The Stratford Municipal Airport[image: External link] (CYSA) is located just north of the city.
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 Sports and recreation




Stratford is home of the OHA[image: External link] Midwestern Junior B hockey team, the Stratford Cullitons[image: External link]. The Cullitons have produced notable NHL players such as Ed Olczyk[image: External link], Craig Hartsburg[image: External link], Garth Snow[image: External link], Rob Blake[image: External link], Chris Pronger[image: External link], Nelson Emerson[image: External link], Tim Taylor[image: External link], Greg de Vries[image: External link], Jeff Halpern[image: External link], Rem Murray[image: External link] and Boyd Devereaux[image: External link] and won several Sutherland Cup[image: External link] championships.[59] Stratford hosted Tim Hortons Hockey Day in Canada on January 30, 2010.[60] Stratford used to also have an Intercounty Baseball League[image: External link] Team called the Stratford Nationals[image: External link], and a soccer team in the Kitchener and District Soccer League. House League sports are also available in the Stratford area. There is the Stratford Rotary Hockey League, Hoops For Fun Basketball, Stratford Minor Baseball, the Stratford Soccer House League and the Stratford Dragon Boat Club. Stratford is also home to the Black Swans rugby[image: External link] club. The Chess Federation of Canada[image: External link] has its administrative office in Stratford. Stratford is also well known for its local swans, in 2013 it had 22 white swans and 1 black swan[image: External link]. Every year, the swans are marched to the river with an accompanying bagpipe band.[61]
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 Music




The Stratford Summer Music Festival[image: External link] has been held for seven seasons and features indoor and outdoor performances by international, classical, and world music artists as well as young Canadian performers around downtown Stratford.[62]

The Stratford Concert Band, a local wind ensemble, traces its history back to the GTR Employees Band, later named the CNR Employees' Band formed in 1907 by James Malone.[63] 2007 marked their 100th anniversary performing in Stratford and they celebrated with a gala concert and reception in May. The band performs free outdoor concerts at the Kiwanis Pavilion Bandshell in Upper Queen's Park Wednesday and Sunday evenings from June until September.

Notable musicians with a local connection include Loreena McKennitt[image: External link] (who now makes Stratford her home), Justin Bieber, Richard Manuel[image: External link] of The Band[image: External link], Dayna Manning[image: External link], Graham Van Pelt of Miracle Fortress[image: External link], Darren Dumas of The Salads[image: External link] Ali Matthews/Rick Francis, John Till[image: External link], who backed Janis Joplin[image: External link], and Ken Kalmusky[image: External link], who played with Ian & Sylvia[image: External link]'s Great Speckled Bird[image: External link]. During their early careers, Manuel, Till and Kalmusky were members of the Stratford group, The Revols[image: External link], and later became members of Ronnie Hawkins[image: External link]' backing group, The Hawks. Ken Kalmusky[image: External link]'s son David Kalmusky[image: External link], is a Juno awarded, multiple gold selling, Grammy nominated producer, mixer and musician. Several international operatic singers reside in Stratford such as Baritone, James Westman[image: External link], and Tenor, Roger Honeywell. In 2004, the city of Stratford presented Richard Manuel of The Band with a sidewalk star[64] in the busy tourist section of Ontario Street. There is also a memorial bench seated next to the Avon River dedicated in his honor.
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 Climate




Stratford has a humid continental climate[image: External link] type ( Köppen[image: External link]: Dfb). The highest temperature ever recorded in Stratford was 102 °F (38.9 °C) in July 1936.[65] The coldest temperature ever recorded was −31 °F (−35.0 °C) in January 1882.[66]



	Climate data for Stratford, 1981−2010 normals, extremes 1865−present[a]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	15.6

(60.1)
	15.5

(59.9)
	26.5

(79.7)
	29.4

(84.9)
	33.0

(91.4)
	36.0

(96.8)
	38.9

(102)
	38.3

(100.9)
	37.2

(99)
	29.5

(85.1)
	23.9

(75)
	18.0

(64.4)
	38.9

(102)



	Average high °C (°F)
	−2.6

(27.3)
	−1.2

(29.8)
	3.5

(38.3)
	11.3

(52.3)
	18.3

(64.9)
	23.6

(74.5)
	25.8

(78.4)
	24.7

(76.5)
	20.6

(69.1)
	13.3

(55.9)
	6.2

(43.2)
	0.1

(32.2)
	12.0

(53.6)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	−6.0

(21.2)
	−5.0

(23)
	−0.7

(30.7)
	6.4

(43.5)
	12.7

(54.9)
	17.9

(64.2)
	20.2

(68.4)
	19.2

(66.6)
	15.3

(59.5)
	9.0

(48.2)
	3.1

(37.6)
	−2.8

(27)
	7.4

(45.3)



	Average low °C (°F)
	−9.5

(14.9)
	−8.7

(16.3)
	−4.9

(23.2)
	1.5

(34.7)
	7.0

(44.6)
	12.1

(53.8)
	14.5

(58.1)
	13.6

(56.5)
	10.0

(50)
	4.6

(40.3)
	−0.1

(31.8)
	−5.8

(21.6)
	2.9

(37.2)



	Record low °C (°F)
	−35.0

(−31)
	−34.4

(−29.9)
	−30.6

(−23.1)
	−16.7

(1.9)
	−7.2

(19)
	−2.2

(28)
	2.8

(37)
	−0.6

(30.9)
	−6.7

(19.9)
	−11.1

(12)
	−23.9

(−11)
	−31.1

(−24)
	−35.0

(−31)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	96.5

(3.799)
	70.5

(2.776)
	66.0

(2.598)
	80.2

(3.157)
	91.7

(3.61)
	76.5

(3.012)
	102.1

(4.02)
	83.9

(3.303)
	102.3

(4.028)
	89.7

(3.531)
	104.9

(4.13)
	105.2

(4.142)
	1,069.6

(42.11)



	Average rainfall mm (inches)
	28.8

(1.134)
	28.9

(1.138)
	39.9

(1.571)
	74.7

(2.941)
	91.4

(3.598)
	76.5

(3.012)
	102.1

(4.02)
	83.9

(3.303)
	102.3

(4.028)
	88.4

(3.48)
	87.0

(3.425)
	47.2

(1.858)
	851.2

(33.512)



	Average snowfall cm (inches)
	67.7

(26.65)
	41.6

(16.38)
	26.1

(10.28)
	5.5

(2.17)
	0.3

(0.12)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	1.3

(0.51)
	17.9

(7.05)
	58.1

(22.87)
	218.5

(86.02)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.2 mm)
	18.9
	13.6
	13.0
	13.0
	13.0
	10.5
	11.1
	11.2
	12.8
	14.2
	15.9
	17.7
	165.0



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.2 mm)
	4.2
	4.1
	6.6
	11.4
	12.9
	10.5
	11.1
	11.2
	12.8
	14.2
	11.8
	6.9
	117.7



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.2 cm)
	15.6
	10.6
	7.1
	2.2
	0.12
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.50
	4.7
	12.1
	53.0



	Source: Environment Canada[image: External link][2][67][66][65][68]
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 Demographics






	Canada census – Stratford, Ontario community profile



	
	2011[image: External link]
	2006[image: External link]



	Population:
	30,886 (1.2% from 2006)
	30,461 (2.3% from 2001)



	Land area:
	26.95 km2 (10.41 sq mi)
	25.28 km2 (9.76 sq mi)



	Population density:
	1,146.0/km2 (2,968/sq mi)
	1,205.1/km2 (3,121/sq mi)



	Median age:
	43.8 (M: 41.7, F: 45.7)
	41.1 (M: 39.4, F: 42.4)



	Total private dwellings:
	13,892
	13,316



	Median household income:
	
	$54,128



	References: 2011[1] 2006[69] earlier[70]






	Historical populations



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1841
	200
	—    



	1871
	4,313
	+2056.5%



	1881
	8,239
	+91.0%



	1891
	9,500
	+15.3%



	1901
	9,959
	+4.8%



	1911[image: External link]
	12,946
	+30.0%



	1921
	16,094
	+24.3%



	1931
	17,742
	+10.2%



	1941
	16,923
	−4.6%



	1951
	18,785
	+11.0%



	1961
	20,467
	+9.0%



	1971
	24,508
	+19.7%



	1981
	26,262
	+7.2%



	1991
	27,666
	+5.3%



	1996[image: External link]
	28,987
	+4.8%



	2001[image: External link]
	29,676
	+2.4%



	2006[image: External link]
	30,461
	+2.6%



	2011[image: External link]
	30,886
	+1.4%






	Visible minorities and Aboriginals



	Group
	2011 Census
	2006 Census
	2001 Census
	1996 Census



	Population
	 % of total
	Population
	 % of Total
	Population
	 % of Total
	Population
	 % of Total



	Aboriginal
	400
	1.3
	285
	0.9
	195
	0.7
	110
	0.4



	Visible minority
	1,245
	4.2
	1,165
	3.9
	1,205
	4.1
	1,105
	3.9



	European
	28,285
	94.5
	28,575
	95.2
	27,785
	95.2
	27,335
	95.7



	Total
	29,930
	100
	30,025
	100
	29,185
	100
	28,550
	100






	Population by mother tongue



	Group
	2011 Census
	2006 Census
	2001 Census
	1996 Census



	Population
	 % of total
	Population
	 % of Total
	Population
	 % of Total
	Population
	 % of Total



	English
	28,085
	92
	27,485
	91.6
	26,585
	91.2
	26,085
	91.5



	French
	225
	0.7
	200
	0.7
	210
	0.7
	125
	0.4



	English and French
	35
	0.1
	20
	0.1
	40
	0.1
	45
	0.1



	All other
	2,170
	7.1
	2,320
	7.7
	2,345
	8
	2,290
	8



	Total
	30,515
	100
	30,025
	100
	29,185
	100
	28,550
	100






	Mobility over previous five years



	Group
	2011 Census
	2006 Census
	2001 Census
	1996 Census



	Population
	 % of total
	Population
	 % of Total
	Population
	 % of Total
	Population
	 % of Total



	At the same address
	
	
	17,110
	60.3
	15,205
	55.3
	14,530
	54.6



	In the same municipality
	
	
	6,885
	24.3
	11,420
	41.6
	7,780
	29.2



	In the same province
	
	
	3,700
	13.0
	3,680
	13.8



	From another province
	
	
	395
	1.4
	850
	3.1
	430
	1.6



	From another country
	
	
	290
	1.0
	205
	0.8



	Total aged 5 or over
	
	
	51,420
	100.0
	44,595
	100.0
	39,000
	100.0
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 Media
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 Newspapers





	
The Beacon Herald[image: External link],

	The Stratford Gazette

	SNAP Perth



Magazines


	"Stratford Living Quarterly Magazine" www.stratfordliving.ca

	"Stratford Living Seasons"
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 Radio





	
CJCS[image: External link] 1240 AM

	
CHGK-FM[image: External link] 107.7 FM
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 Sister cities




Stratford is a member of the Stratford Sister Cities program which was created to promote friendship and cultural exchange between participating countries. Participation is restricted to places called "Stratford" that have a Shakespeare Theatre or Festival. A reunion is held every second year by a different member.[71]

The five principal sister cities of Stratford, Ontario are:


	
Stratford upon Avon[image: External link], England, United Kingdom[image: External link]


	
Stratford, Victoria[image: External link], Australia[image: External link]


	
Stratford[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link]


	
Stratford, Connecticut[image: External link], United States[image: External link]


	
Stratford, Prince Edward Island[image: External link], Canada
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Canada






For other uses, see Canada (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 60°N 95°W[image: External link]

Canada ( i[image: External link]/'kaenede /[image: External link]; French:  [kanadɑ][image: External link]) is a country in the northern part of North America. Its ten provinces and three territories[image: External link] extend from the Atlantic to the Pacific and northward into the Arctic Ocean, covering 9.98 million square kilometres (3.85 million square miles), making it the world's second-largest country by total area[image: External link] and the fourth-largest country by land area[image: External link]. Canada's border with the United States[image: External link] is the world's longest binational land border. The majority of the country has a cold or severely cold winter climate, but southerly areas are warm in summer. Canada is sparsely populated, the majority of its land territory being dominated by forest[image: External link] and tundra[image: External link] and the Rocky Mountains[image: External link]. It is highly urbanized[image: External link] with 82 per cent of the 35.15 million people concentrated in large and medium-sized cities, many near the southern border. One third of the population lives in the three largest metropolitan areas: Toronto[image: External link], Montreal[image: External link] and Vancouver[image: External link]. Its capital is Ottawa[image: External link], and other major urban areas[image: External link] include Calgary[image: External link], Edmonton[image: External link], Quebec City[image: External link], Winnipeg[image: External link] and Hamilton[image: External link].

Various indigenous peoples had inhabited what is now Canada for thousands of years prior to European colonization. Beginning in the 16th century, British[image: External link] and French[image: External link] claims were made on the area, with the colony of Canada[image: External link] first being established by the French in 1535 during Jacques Cartier[image: External link]'s second voyage to New France[image: External link]. As a consequence of various conflicts[image: External link], Great Britain[image: External link] gained and lost territories within British North America[image: External link] until it was left, in the late 18th century, with what mostly geographically comprises Canada today. Pursuant to the British North America Act[image: External link], on July 1, 1867, the colonies of Canada[image: External link], New Brunswick[image: External link], and Nova Scotia[image: External link] joined to form[image: External link] the semi-autonomous federal Dominion[image: External link] of Canada. This began an accretion[image: External link] of provinces and territories to the mostly self-governing Dominion[image: External link] to the present ten provinces and three territories forming modern Canada.

In 1931, Canada achieved near-total independence from the United Kingdom with the Statute of Westminster 1931[image: External link], but at the time, Canada decided to allow the British Parliament to temporarily retain the power to amend Canada's constitution, on request from the Parliament of Canada[image: External link]. With the Constitution Act 1982[image: External link], Canada took over that authority (as the conclusion of Patriation[image: External link]), removing the last remaining ties of legal dependence on the Parliament of the United Kingdom[image: External link], giving the country full sovereignty.

Canada is a federal[image: External link] parliamentary democracy[image: External link] and a constitutional monarchy[image: External link], with Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] being the head of state. The country is officially bilingual[image: External link] at the federal level. It is one of the world's most ethnically diverse and multicultural[image: External link] nations, the product of large-scale immigration from many other countries[image: External link]. Its advanced economy is the eleventh largest in the world[image: External link], relying chiefly upon its abundant natural resources and well-developed international trade networks. Canada's long and complex relationship[image: External link] with the United States has had a significant impact on its economy and culture.

Canada is a developed country[image: External link] and has the tenth highest[image: External link] nominal per capita income globally as well as the ninth highest[image: External link] ranking in the Human Development Index[image: External link]. It ranks among the highest[image: External link] in international measurements of government transparency, civil liberties, quality of life, economic freedom, and education. Canada is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link] member of the Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link], a member of the Francophonie[image: External link], and part of several major international and intergovernmental institutions or groupings including the United Nations[image: External link], the North Atlantic Treaty Organization[image: External link], the G7[image: External link] (formerly G8[image: External link]), the Group of Ten[image: External link], the G20[image: External link], the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] and the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation[image: External link] forum.
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 Etymology




Main article: Name of Canada[image: External link]


While a variety of theories have been postulated for the etymological origins of Canada, the name is now accepted as coming from the St. Lawrence Iroquoian[image: External link] word kanata, meaning "village" or "settlement".[11] In 1535, indigenous inhabitants of the present-day Quebec City[image: External link] region used the word to direct French explorer Jacques Cartier[image: External link] to the village of Stadacona[image: External link].[12] Cartier later used the word Canada to refer not only to that particular village, but the entire area subject to Donnacona[image: External link] (the chief at Stadacona);[12] by 1545, European books and maps had begun referring to this small region along the St Lawrence River as Canada.[12]

From the 16th to the early 18th century " Canada[image: External link]" referred to the part of New France[image: External link] that lay along the St. Lawrence River[image: External link].[13] In 1791, the area became two British colonies called Upper Canada[image: External link] and Lower Canada[image: External link] collectively named The Canadas[image: External link]; until their union as the British Province of Canada[image: External link] in 1841.[14] Upon Confederation[image: External link] in 1867, Canada was adopted as the legal name for the new country at the London Conference, and the word Dominion[image: External link] was conferred as the country's title.[15] The transition away from the use of Dominion was formally reflected in 1982 with the passage of the Canada Act[image: External link], which refers only to Canada. Later that year, the name of national holiday was changed from Dominion Day to Canada Day[image: External link].[16] The term Dominion is also used to distinguish the federal government from the provinces, though after the Second World War[image: External link] the term federal had replaced dominion.[17]
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 History




Main article: History of Canada[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of Canadian history[image: External link] and List of years in Canada[image: External link]


Further information: Historiography of Canada[image: External link]
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 Indigenous peoples




Indigenous peoples in present-day Canada include the First Nations[image: External link], Inuit[image: External link], and Métis[image: External link],[18] the latter being a mixed-blood[image: External link] people who originated in the mid-17th century when First Nations and Inuit people married European settlers.[18] The term "Aboriginal" as a collective noun[image: External link] is a specific term of art[image: External link] used in some legal documents, including the Constitution Act 1982[image: External link].[19]

The first inhabitants of North America[image: External link] migrated from Siberia[image: External link] by way of the Bering land bridge[image: External link][20] and arrived at least 15,000 years ago, though increasing evidence suggests an even earlier arrival.[21] The Paleo-Indian[image: External link] archeological sites at Old Crow Flats[image: External link] and Bluefish Caves[image: External link] are two of the oldest sites of human habitation in Canada.[22] The characteristics of Canadian indigenous societies included permanent settlements, agriculture, complex societal hierarchies, and trading networks.[23][24] Some of these cultures had collapsed by the time European explorers arrived in the late 15th and early 16th centuries and have only been discovered through archeological investigations.[25]

The indigenous population[image: External link] at the time of the first European settlements is estimated to have been between 200,000[26] and two million,[27] with a figure of 500,000 accepted by Canada's Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples[image: External link].[28] As a consequence of contact with European diseases, Canada's indigenous peoples suffered from repeated outbreaks of newly introduced infectious diseases, such as influenza[image: External link], measles[image: External link], and smallpox[image: External link] (to which they had no natural immunity), resulting in a forty to eighty percent population decrease in the centuries after the European arrival.[26][29]

Although not without conflict, European Canadians[image: External link]' early interactions with First Nations and Inuit populations were relatively peaceful.[30] The Crown and indigenous peoples[image: External link] began interactions[image: External link] during the European colonization period, though, the Inuit, in general, had more limited interaction with European settlers.[31] First Nations and Métis peoples played a critical part in the development of European colonies in Canada[image: External link], particularly for their role in assisting European coureur des bois[image: External link] and voyageurs[image: External link] in the exploration of the continent during the North American fur trade[image: External link].[32] From the late 18th century, European Canadians encourage indigenous peoples to assimilate into their own culture.[33] These attempts reached a climax in the late 19th and early 20th centuries with forced integration[image: External link] and relocations[image: External link].[34] A period of redress is underway, which started with the appointment of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada[image: External link] by the Canadian government.[35]
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 European colonization




The first known attempt at European colonization[image: External link] began when Norsemen[image: External link] settled briefly at L'Anse aux Meadows[image: External link] in Newfoundland around 1000 AD.[36] No further European exploration occurred until 1497, when Italian seafarer John Cabot[image: External link] explored and claimed Canada's Atlantic coast in the name of King Henry VII of England[image: External link].[37][38] Then Basque[image: External link] and Portuguese[image: External link] mariners established seasonal whaling and fishing outposts along the Atlantic coast in the early 16th century.[39] In 1534, French explorer Jacques Cartier[image: External link] explored the Gulf of Saint Lawrence[image: External link], where, on July 24, he planted a 10-metre (33 ft) cross bearing the words "Long Live the King of France" and took possession of the territory New France[image: External link] in the name of King Francis I[image: External link].[40] In general the settlements appear to have been short-lived, possibly due to the similarity of outputs producible in Scandinavia and northern Canada and the problems of navigating trade routes at that time.[41]

In 1583, Sir Humphrey Gilbert[image: External link], by the royal prerogative[image: External link] of Queen Elizabeth I[image: External link], founded St. John's, Newfoundland[image: External link], as the first North American English colony[image: External link].[42] French explorer Samuel de Champlain[image: External link] arrived in 1603 and established the first permanent European settlements at Port Royal[image: External link] (in 1605) and Quebec City[image: External link] (in 1608).[43] Among the colonists[image: External link] of New France[image: External link], Canadiens[image: External link] extensively settled the Saint Lawrence River valley and Acadians[image: External link] settled the present-day Maritimes[image: External link], while fur traders[image: External link] and Catholic missionaries[image: External link] explored the Great Lakes[image: External link], Hudson Bay[image: External link], and the Mississippi watershed[image: External link] to Louisiana[image: External link].[44] The Beaver Wars[image: External link] broke out in the mid-17th century over control of the North American fur trade[image: External link].[45]

The English established additional colonies in Cupids[image: External link] and Ferryland[image: External link], Newfoundland[image: External link], beginning in 1610.[46] The Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] to the south were founded soon after.[39] A series of four wars[image: External link] erupted in colonial North America between 1689 and 1763; the later wars of the period constituted the North American theatre of the Seven Years' War[image: External link].[47] Mainland Nova Scotia[image: External link] came under British rule with the 1713 Treaty of Utrecht[image: External link] and the 1763 Treaty of Paris[image: External link] ceded Canada and most of New France to Britain[image: External link] after the Seven Years' War.[48]

The Royal Proclamation of 1763[image: External link] created the Province of Quebec[image: External link] out of New France, and annexed Cape Breton Island[image: External link] to Nova Scotia.[16] St. John's Island (now Prince Edward Island[image: External link]) became a separate colony in 1769.[49] To avert conflict in Quebec, the British parliament passed the Quebec Act[image: External link] of 1774, expanding Quebec's territory to the Great Lakes and Ohio Valley[image: External link].[50] It re-established the French language[image: External link], Catholic faith[image: External link], and French civil law[image: External link] there. This angered many residents of the Thirteen Colonies, fuelling anti-British sentiment in the years prior to the 1775 outbreak of the American Revolution[image: External link].[16]

The 1783 Treaty of Paris[image: External link] recognized American independence and ceded the newly added territories south (but not north) of the Great Lakes to the new United States.[51] New Brunswick[image: External link] was split from Nova Scotia as part of a reorganization of Loyalist settlements in the Maritimes.[52] To accommodate English-speaking Loyalists in Quebec, the Constitutional Act of 1791[image: External link] divided the province into French-speaking Lower Canada[image: External link] (later Quebec[image: External link]) and English-speaking Upper Canada[image: External link] (later Ontario[image: External link]), granting each its own elected legislative assembly.[53]

The Canadas[image: External link] were the main front in the War of 1812[image: External link] between the United States[image: External link] and Britain. Peace came in 1815; no boundaries were changed. Immigration now resumed at a higher level, with over 960,000 arrivals from Britain 1815–50.[54] New arrivals included Irish refugees escaping the Great Irish Famine[image: External link] as well as Gaelic[image: External link]-speaking Scots displaced by the Highland Clearances[image: External link].[55] Infectious diseases killed between 25 and 33 per cent of Europeans who immigrated to Canada before 1891.[26]

The desire for responsible government[image: External link] resulted in the abortive Rebellions of 1837[image: External link].[56] The Durham Report[image: External link] subsequently recommended responsible government and the assimilation of French Canadians into English culture.[16] The Act of Union 1840[image: External link] merged the Canadas into a united Province of Canada[image: External link] and responsible government was established for all provinces of British North America[image: External link] by 1849.[57] The signing of the Oregon Treaty[image: External link] by Britain and the United States in 1846[image: External link] ended the Oregon boundary dispute[image: External link], extending the border westward along the 49th parallel[image: External link]. This paved the way for British colonies on Vancouver Island (1849)[image: External link] and in British Columbia (1858)[image: External link].[58]
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 Confederation and expansion




Following several constitutional conferences, the 1867 Constitution Act[image: External link] officially proclaimed Canadian Confederation[image: External link] on July 1, 1867, initially with four provinces: Ontario[image: External link], Quebec, Nova Scotia[image: External link], and New Brunswick[image: External link].[59][60] Canada assumed control of Rupert's Land[image: External link] and the North-Western Territory[image: External link] to form the Northwest Territories[image: External link], where the Métis' grievances ignited the Red River Rebellion[image: External link] and the creation of the province of Manitoba[image: External link] in July 1870.[61] British Columbia and Vancouver Island (which had been united[image: External link] in 1866) joined the confederation in 1871, while Prince Edward Island joined in 1873.[62]

The Canadian parliament passed a bill introduced by the Conservative[image: External link] Cabinet[image: External link] that established a National Policy[image: External link] of tariffs[image: External link] to protect the nascent Canadian manufacturing industries.[60] To open the West, parliament also approved sponsoring the construction of three transcontinental railways (including the Canadian Pacific Railway[image: External link]), opening the prairies to settlement with the Dominion Lands Act[image: External link], and establishing the North-West Mounted Police[image: External link] to assert its authority over this territory.[63][64] In 1898, during the Klondike Gold Rush[image: External link] in the Northwest Territories, parliament created the Yukon Territory. The Cabinet of Liberal[image: External link] Prime Minister Wilfrid Laurier[image: External link] fostered continental European immigrants settling the prairies and Alberta[image: External link] and Saskatchewan[image: External link] became provinces in 1905.[62]
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 Early 20th century




Because Britain still maintained control of Canada's foreign affairs under the Confederation Act, its declaration of war in 1914 automatically brought Canada into World War I[image: External link].[65] Volunteers sent to the Western Front[image: External link] later became part of the Canadian Corps[image: External link], which played a substantial role in the Battle of Vimy Ridge[image: External link] and other major engagements of the war.[66] Out of approximately 625,000 Canadians who served in World War I[image: External link], some 60,000 were killed and another 172,000 were wounded.[67] The Conscription Crisis of 1917[image: External link] erupted when the Unionist[image: External link] Cabinet's proposal to augment the military's dwindling number of active members with conscription[image: External link] was met with vehement objections from French-speaking Quebecers.[68] The Military Service Act brought in compulsory military service, though it, coupled with disputes over French language schools outside Quebec, deeply alienated Francophone Canadians and temporarily split the Liberal Party.[68] In 1919, Canada joined the League of Nations[image: External link] independently of Britain,[66] and the 1931 Statute of Westminster[image: External link] affirmed Canada's independence.[4]

The Great Depression in Canada[image: External link] during the early 1930s saw an economic downturn, leading to hardship across the country.[69] In response to the downturn, the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation[image: External link] (CCF) in Saskatchewan introduced many elements of a welfare state[image: External link] (as pioneered by Tommy Douglas[image: External link]) in the 1940s and 1950s.[70] On the advice of Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King[image: External link], war with Germany was declared[image: External link] effective September 10, 1939 by King George VI[image: External link], seven days after the United Kingdom. The delay underscored Canada's independence.[66]

The first Canadian Army units arrived in Britain in December 1939. In all, over a million Canadians served in the armed forces during World War II[image: External link] and approximately 42,000 were killed and another 55,000 were wounded.[71] Canadian troops played important roles in many key battles of the war, including the failed 1942 Dieppe Raid[image: External link], the Allied invasion of Italy[image: External link], the Normandy landings[image: External link], the Battle of Normandy[image: External link], and the Battle of the Scheldt[image: External link] in 1944.[66] Canada provided asylum for the Dutch monarchy[image: External link] while that country was occupied and is credited by the Netherlands for major contributions to its liberation from Nazi Germany[image: External link].[72] The Canadian economy boomed during the war as its industries manufactured military materiel[image: External link] for Canada, Britain, China, and the Soviet Union[image: External link].[66] Despite another Conscription Crisis[image: External link] in Quebec in 1944, Canada finished the war with a large army and strong economy.[73]
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 Contemporary era




The financial crisis of the Great Depression had led the Dominion of Newfoundland[image: External link] to relinquish responsible government in 1934 and become a crown colony ruled[image: External link] by a British governor. After two bitter referendums[image: External link], Newfoundlanders voted to join Canada in 1949 as a province.[74]

Canada's post-war economic growth, combined with the policies of successive Liberal governments, led to the emergence of a new Canadian identity[image: External link], marked by the adoption of the current Maple Leaf Flag[image: External link] in 1965,[75] the implementation of official bilingualism[image: External link] (English and French) in 1969,[76] and the institution of official multiculturalism[image: External link] in 1971.[77] Socially democratic[image: External link] programs were also instituted, such as Medicare[image: External link], the Canada Pension Plan[image: External link], and Canada Student Loans[image: External link], though provincial governments, particularly Quebec and Alberta, opposed many of these as incursions into their jurisdictions.[78]

Finally, another series of constitutional conferences resulted in the Canada Act 1982[image: External link], the patriation[image: External link] of Canada's constitution from the United Kingdom, concurrent with the creation of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms[image: External link].[79][80][81] Canada had established complete sovereignty as an independent country, with the Queen's role as monarch of Canada separate from her role as the British monarch or the monarch of any of the other Commonwealth realms.[82][83] In 1999, Nunavut[image: External link] became Canada's third territory after a series of negotiations with the federal government.[84]

At the same time, Quebec underwent profound social and economic changes through the Quiet Revolution[image: External link] of the 1960s, giving birth to a modern secular nationalist[image: External link] movement.[85] The radical Front de libération du Québec[image: External link] (FLQ) ignited the October Crisis[image: External link] with a series of bombings and kidnappings in 1970[86] and the sovereignist[image: External link] Parti Québécois[image: External link] was elected in 1976, organizing an unsuccessful referendum[image: External link] on sovereignty-association in 1980. Attempts to accommodate Quebec nationalism constitutionally through the Meech Lake Accord[image: External link] failed in 1990.[87] This led to the formation of the Bloc Québécois[image: External link] in Quebec and the invigoration of the Reform Party of Canada[image: External link] in the West[image: External link].[88][89] A second referendum[image: External link] followed in 1995, in which sovereignty was rejected by a slimmer margin of 50.6 to 49.4 percent.[90] In 1997, the Supreme Court[image: External link] ruled that unilateral secession[image: External link] by a province would be unconstitutional and the Clarity Act[image: External link] was passed by parliament, outlining the terms of a negotiated departure from Confederation.[87]

In addition to the issues of Quebec sovereignty, a number of crises shook Canadian society in the late 1980s and early 1990s. These included the explosion of Air India Flight 182[image: External link] in 1985, the largest mass murder in Canadian history;[91] the École Polytechnique massacre[image: External link] in 1989, a university shooting[image: External link] targeting female students;[92] and the Oka Crisis[image: External link] of 1990,[93] the first of a number of violent confrontations between the government and indigenous groups.[94] Canada also joined the Gulf War[image: External link] in 1990 as part of a US-led coalition force and was active in several peacekeeping missions in the 1990s, including the UNPROFOR[image: External link] mission in the former Yugoslavia[image: External link].[95]

Canada sent troops to Afghanistan in 2001[image: External link], but declined to join the US-led invasion of Iraq in 2003[image: External link].[96] In 2009, Canada's economy suffered in the worldwide Great Recession[image: External link], but it has since largely rebounded.[97][98] In 2011, Canadian forces participated in the NATO-led intervention into the Libyan civil war[image: External link],[99] and also became involved in battling the Islamic State[image: External link] insurgency in Iraq in the mid-2010s.[100]
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 Geography and climate




Main articles: Geography of Canada[image: External link] and Climate of Canada[image: External link]


Canada occupies much of the continent of North America, sharing land borders[image: External link] with the contiguous United States[image: External link] to the south, and the US state of Alaska[image: External link] to the northwest. Canada stretches from the Atlantic Ocean in the east to the Pacific Ocean in the west; to the north lies the Arctic Ocean.[101] Greenland[image: External link] is to the northeast. By total area (including its waters), Canada is the second-largest country[image: External link] in the world, after Russia. By land area alone, however, Canada ranks fourth[image: External link], the difference being due to it having the world's largest proportion of fresh water lakes.[102]

Canada is home to the world's northernmost settlement, Canadian Forces Station Alert[image: External link], on the northern tip of Ellesmere Island[image: External link] – latitude 82.5°N – which lies 817 kilometres (508 mi) from the North Pole.[103] Much of the Canadian Arctic is covered by ice and permafrost[image: External link]. Canada has the longest coastline in the world, with a total length of 243,042 kilometres (151,019 mi);[104] additionally, its border with the United States is the world's longest land border, stretching 8,891 kilometres (5,525 mi).[105]

Since the end of the last glacial period[image: External link], Canada has consisted of eight distinct forest regions, including extensive boreal[image: External link] forest on the Canadian Shield.[106] Canada has over 2,000,000 lakes (563 greater than 100 km2 (39 sq mi)), more than any other country, containing much of the world's fresh water[image: External link].[107][108] There are also fresh-water glaciers in the Canadian Rockies[image: External link] and the Coast Mountains[image: External link].

Canada is geologically active, having many earthquakes and potentially active volcanoes, notably Mount Meager[image: External link], Mount Garibaldi[image: External link], Mount Cayley[image: External link], and the Mount Edziza volcanic complex[image: External link].[109] The volcanic eruption of the Tseax Cone[image: External link] in 1775 was among Canada's worst natural disasters, killing 2,000 Nisga'a people[image: External link] and destroying their village in the Nass River[image: External link] valley of northern British Columbia. The eruption produced a 22.5-kilometre (14.0 mi) lava[image: External link] flow, and, according to Nisga'a legend, blocked the flow of the Nass River.[110] Canada's population density, at 3.3 inhabitants per square kilometre (8.5/sq mi), is among the lowest in the world. The most densely populated part of the country is the Quebec City – Windsor Corridor[image: External link], situated in Southern Quebec and Southern Ontario[image: External link] along the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River.[111]

Average winter and summer high temperatures across Canada[image: External link] vary from region to region. Winters can be harsh in many parts of the country, particularly in the interior and Prairie provinces, which experience a continental climate[image: External link], where daily average temperatures are near −15 ° C[image: External link] (5 ° F[image: External link]), but can drop below −40 °C (−40 °F) with severe wind chills[image: External link].[112] In noncoastal regions, snow can cover the ground for almost six months of the year, while in parts of the north snow can persist year-round. Coastal British Columbia has a temperate climate, with a mild and rainy winter. On the east and west coasts, average high temperatures are generally in the low 20s °C (70s °F), while between the coasts, the average summer high temperature ranges from 25 to 30 °C (77 to 86 °F), with temperatures in some interior locations occasionally exceeding 40 °C (104 °F).[113]
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 Government and politics




Main articles: Government of Canada[image: External link] and Politics of Canada[image: External link]


Canada has a parliamentary system[image: External link] within the context of a constitutional monarchy[image: External link], the monarchy of Canada[image: External link] being the foundation of the executive, legislative[image: External link], and judicial[image: External link] branches.[114][115][116] The sovereign is Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link], who is also monarch of 15 other Commonwealth countries[image: External link] and each of Canada's 10 provinces. As such, the Queen's representative, the Governor General of Canada[image: External link] (at present David Johnston[image: External link]), carries out most of the federal royal duties in Canada.[117][118]

The direct participation of the royal and viceroyal figures in areas of governance is limited.[116][119][120] In practice, their use of the executive powers is directed by the Cabinet[image: External link], a committee of ministers of the Crown[image: External link] responsible to the elected House of Commons[image: External link] and chosen and headed by the Prime Minister of Canada[image: External link] (at present Justin Trudeau[image: External link]),[121] the head of government[image: External link]. The governor general or monarch may, though, in certain crisis situations exercise their power without ministerial advice[image: External link].[119] To ensure the stability of government, the governor general will usually appoint as prime minister the person who is the current leader of the political party that can obtain the confidence of a plurality[image: External link] in the House of Commons.[122] The Prime Minister's Office[image: External link] (PMO) is thus one of the most powerful institutions in government, initiating most legislation for parliamentary approval and selecting for appointment by the Crown, besides the aforementioned, the governor general, lieutenant governors[image: External link], senators, federal court judges, and heads of Crown corporations[image: External link] and government agencies.[119] The leader of the party with the second-most seats usually becomes the Leader of Her Majesty's Loyal Opposition[image: External link] and is part of an adversarial parliamentary system intended to keep the government in check.[123]

Each of the 338 members of parliament in the House of Commons is elected by simple plurality in an electoral district[image: External link] or riding. General elections[image: External link] must be called by the governor general, either on the advice of the prime minister, or if the government loses a confidence vote[image: External link] in the House.[124][125] Constitutionally, an election may be held no more than five years after the preceding election, although the Canada Elections Act[image: External link] currently limits this to four years with a fixed election date in October. The 105 members of the Senate, whose seats are apportioned on a regional basis, serve until age 75.[126] Five parties had representatives elected to the federal parliament in the 2015 election: the Liberal Party of Canada[image: External link] who currently form the government, the Conservative Party of Canada[image: External link] who are the Official Opposition[image: External link], the New Democratic Party[image: External link], the Bloc Québécois[image: External link], and the Green Party of Canada[image: External link]. The list of historical parties[image: External link] with elected representation is substantial.

Canada's federal structure[image: External link] divides government responsibilities between the federal government and the ten provinces. Provincial legislatures[image: External link] are unicameral[image: External link] and operate in parliamentary fashion similar to the House of Commons.[120] Canada's three territories also have legislatures, but these are not sovereign and have fewer constitutional responsibilities than the provinces.[127] The territorial legislatures also differ structurally from their provincial counterparts.[128]

The Bank of Canada[image: External link] is the central bank[image: External link] of the country. In addition, the Minister of Finance[image: External link] and Minister of Industry[image: External link] utilize the Statistics Canada[image: External link] agency for financial planning and economic policy development.[129] The Bank of Canada is the sole authority authorized to issue currency in the form of Canadian bank notes[image: External link].[130] The bank does not issue Canadian coins[image: External link]; they are issued by the Royal Canadian Mint[image: External link].[131]
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 Law




Main article: Law of Canada[image: External link]


The Constitution of Canada[image: External link] is the supreme law of the country, and consists of written text and unwritten conventions. The Constitution Act, 1867 (known as the British North America Act[image: External link] prior to 1982), affirmed governance based on parliamentary precedent and divided powers between the federal and provincial governments. The Statute of Westminster 1931[image: External link] granted full autonomy and the Constitution Act, 1982[image: External link], ended all legislative ties to the UK, as well as adding a constitutional amending formula and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms[image: External link]. The Charter guarantees basic rights and freedoms that usually cannot be over-ridden by any government—though a notwithstanding clause[image: External link] allows the federal parliament and provincial legislatures to override certain sections of the Charter for a period of five years.[132]

The Indian Act[image: External link], various treaties and case laws were established to mediate relations between Europeans and native peoples.[133] Most notably, a series of eleven treaties known as the Numbered Treaties[image: External link] were signed between the indigenous and the reigning Monarch of Canada between 1871 and 1921.[134] These treaties are agreements with the Canadian Crown-in-Council[image: External link], administered by Canadian Aboriginal law[image: External link], and overseen by the Minister of Indigenous and Northern Development[image: External link]. The role of the treaties and the rights they support were reaffirmed by Section Thirty-five of the Constitution Act, 1982[image: External link].[133] These rights may include provision of services, such as health care, and exemption from taxation.[135] The legal and policy framework within which Canada and First Nations operate was further formalized in 2005, through the First Nations–Federal Crown Political Accord.[133]

Canada's judiciary[image: External link] plays an important role in interpreting laws and has the power to strike down Acts of Parliament that violate the constitution. The Supreme Court of Canada[image: External link] is the highest court and final arbiter and has been led since 2000 by the Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin[image: External link] (the first female Chief Justice).[136] Its nine members are appointed by the governor general on the advice of the prime minister and minister of justice. All judges at the superior and appellate levels are appointed after consultation with nongovernmental legal bodies. The federal Cabinet also appoints justices to superior courts in the provincial and territorial jurisdictions.[137]

Common law[image: External link] prevails everywhere except in Quebec, where civil law[image: External link] predominates. Criminal law[image: External link] is solely a federal responsibility and is uniform throughout Canada.[138] Law enforcement, including criminal courts, is officially a provincial responsibility, conducted by provincial and municipal police forces.[139] However, in most rural areas and some urban areas, policing responsibilities are contracted to the federal Royal Canadian Mounted Police[image: External link].[140]
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 Foreign relations and military




Main articles: Foreign relations of Canada[image: External link] and Military history of Canada[image: External link]


Canada is recognized as a middle power[image: External link] for its role in international affairs with a tendency to pursue multilateral[image: External link] solutions.[142] Canada's foreign policy based on international peacekeeping and security is carried out through coalitions and international organizations, and through the work of numerous federal institutions.[143] Canada's peacekeeping role[image: External link] during the 20th century has played a major role in its global image.[144] The strategy of the Canadian government's foreign aid policy[image: External link] reflects an emphasis to meet the Millennium Development Goals[image: External link], while also providing assistance in response to foreign humanitarian crises.[145]

Canada was a founding member of the United Nations and has membership in the World Trade Organization[image: External link], the G20[image: External link] and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link] (OECD).[142] Canada is also a member of various other international and regional organizations and forums for economic and cultural affairs.[146] Canada acceded to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights[image: External link] in 1976.[147] Canada joined the Organization of American States[image: External link] (OAS) in 1990 and hosted the OAS General Assembly in 2000 and the 3rd Summit of the Americas[image: External link] in 2001.[148] Canada seeks to expand its ties to Pacific Rim[image: External link] economies through membership in the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation[image: External link] forum (APEC).[149]

Canada and the United States[image: External link] share the world's longest undefended border, co-operate on military campaigns and exercises, and are each other's largest trading partner.[150][151] Canada nevertheless has an independent foreign policy, most notably maintaining full relations with Cuba[image: External link] since, and declining to officially participate in the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link].[152] Canada also maintains historic ties to the United Kingdom[image: External link] and France[image: External link] and to other former British and French colonies through Canada's membership in the Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link] and the Francophonie[image: External link].[153] Canada is noted for having a positive relationship with the Netherlands[image: External link], owing, in part, to its contribution to the Dutch liberation during World War II[image: External link].[72]

Canada's strong attachment to the British Empire and Commonwealth led to major participation in British military efforts in the Second Boer War[image: External link], World War I and World War II. Since then, Canada has been an advocate for multilateralism, making efforts to resolve global issues in collaboration with other nations.[154][155] During the Cold War[image: External link], Canada was a major contributor to UN forces in the Korean War[image: External link] and founded the North American Aerospace Defense Command[image: External link] (NORAD) in co-operation with the United States to defend against potential aerial attacks from the Soviet Union.[156]

During the Suez Crisis[image: External link] of 1956, future Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson[image: External link] eased tensions by proposing the inception of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force[image: External link], for which he was awarded the 1957 Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link].[157] As this was the first UN peacekeeping mission, Pearson is often credited as the inventor of the concept.[158] Canada has since served in over 50 peacekeeping missions, including every UN peacekeeping effort until 1989,[66] and has since maintained forces in international missions in Rwanda[image: External link], the former Yugoslavia[image: External link], and elsewhere; Canada has sometimes faced controversy over its involvement in foreign countries, notably in the 1993 Somalia Affair[image: External link].[159]

In 2001, Canada deployed troops to Afghanistan[image: External link] as part of the US stabilization force[image: External link] and the UN-authorized, NATO-led International Security Assistance Force[image: External link].[160] In February 2007, Canada, Italy, the United Kingdom, Norway[image: External link], and Russia announced their joint commitment to a $1.5-billion project to help develop vaccines for developing nations, and called on other countries to join them.[161] In August 2007, Canada's territorial claims in the Arctic[image: External link] were challenged after a Russian underwater expedition[image: External link] to the North Pole[image: External link]; Canada has considered that area to be sovereign territory since 1925.[162]

Canada currently employs a professional, volunteer military force of 92,000 active personnel and approximately 51,000 reserve personnel.[163] The unified Canadian Forces[image: External link] (CF) comprise the Canadian Army[image: External link], Royal Canadian Navy[image: External link], and Royal Canadian Air Force[image: External link]. In 2013, Canada's military expenditure[image: External link] totalled approximately C$19 billion, or around 1% of the country's GDP.[164][165]
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 Provinces and territories




Main article: Provinces and territories of Canada[image: External link]


See also: Canadian federalism[image: External link]


Canada is a federation composed of ten provinces and three territories[image: External link]. In turn, these may be grouped into four main regions[image: External link]: Western Canada, Central Canada, Atlantic Canada[image: External link], and Northern Canada (Eastern Canada refers to Central Canada and Atlantic Canada together). Provinces have more autonomy than territories, having responsibility for social programs such as health care, education[image: External link], and welfare[image: External link].[166] Together, the provinces collect more revenue than the federal government, an almost unique structure among federations in the world. Using its spending powers, the federal government can initiate national policies in provincial areas, such as the Canada Health Act[image: External link]; the provinces can opt out of these, but rarely do so in practice. Equalization payments[image: External link] are made by the federal government to ensure that reasonably uniform standards of services and taxation are kept between the richer and poorer provinces.[167]

A clickable map of Canada exhibiting its ten provinces and three territories, and their capitals.
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 Economy




Main articles: Economy of Canada[image: External link] and Economic history of Canada[image: External link]


Canada is the world's eleventh-largest economy[image: External link] as of 2015, with a nominal GDP[image: External link] of approximately US$1.79 trillion.[168] It is a member of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the Group of Eight (G8), and is one of the world's top ten trading nations[image: External link], with a highly globalized[image: External link] economy.[169][170] Canada is a mixed economy[image: External link], ranking above the US and most western European nations on the Heritage Foundation[image: External link]'s index of economic freedom,[171] and experiencing a relatively low level of income disparity[image: External link].[172] The country's average household disposable income[image: External link] per capita is over US$23,900, higher than the OECD average.[173] Furthermore, the Toronto Stock Exchange[image: External link] is the seventh largest stock exchange[image: External link] in the world by market capitalization[image: External link], listing over 1,500 companies with a combined market capitalization of over US$2 trillion as of 2015.[174]

In 2014, Canada's exports totalled over C$528 billion, while its imported goods were worth over $524 billion, of which approximately $351 billion originated from the United States, $49 billion from the European Union, and $35 billion from China.[175] The country's 2014 trade surplus[image: External link] totalled C$5.1 billion, compared with a C$46.9 billion surplus in 2008.[176][177]

Since the early 20th century, the growth of Canada's manufacturing, mining, and service sectors has transformed the nation from a largely rural economy to an urbanized, industrial one. Like many other developed nations[image: External link], the Canadian economy is dominated by the service industry[image: External link], which employs about three-quarters of the country's workforce.[178] However, Canada is unusual among developed countries in the importance of its primary sector[image: External link], in which the forestry[image: External link] and petroleum industries[image: External link] are two of the most prominent components.[179]

Canada is one of the few developed nations that are net exporters of energy.[181] Atlantic Canada possesses vast offshore[image: External link] deposits of natural gas, and Alberta also hosts large oil and gas resources. The vastness of the Athabasca oil sands[image: External link] and other assets results in Canada having a 13% share of global oil reserves[image: External link], comprising the world's third-largest share after Venezuela[image: External link] and Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[182] Canada is additionally one of the world's largest suppliers of agricultural products; the Canadian Prairies are one of the most important global producers of wheat, canola[image: External link], and other grains.[183] Canada's Ministry of Natural Resources[image: External link] provides statistics regarding its major exports; the country is a leading exporter of zinc[image: External link], uranium[image: External link], gold[image: External link], nickel[image: External link], aluminum[image: External link], steel[image: External link], iron ore[image: External link], coking coal[image: External link] and lead[image: External link].[184] Many towns in northern Canada, where agriculture is difficult, are sustainable because of nearby mines or sources of timber. Canada also has a sizeable manufacturing sector centred in southern Ontario and Quebec, with automobiles and aeronautics[image: External link] representing particularly important industries.[185]

Canada's economic integration with the United States has increased significantly since World War II[image: External link].[186] The Automotive Products Trade Agreement[image: External link] of 1965 opened Canada's borders to trade in the automobile manufacturing industry. In the 1970s, concerns over energy self-sufficiency and foreign ownership in the manufacturing sectors prompted Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau[image: External link]'s Liberal government to enact the National Energy Program[image: External link] (NEP) and the Foreign Investment Review Agency[image: External link] (FIRA).[187] In the 1980s, Prime Minister Brian Mulroney[image: External link]'s Progressive Conservatives abolished the NEP and changed the name of FIRA to Investment Canada[image: External link], to encourage foreign investment.[188] The Canada – United States Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (FTA) of 1988 eliminated tariffs between the two countries, while the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (NAFTA) expanded the free-trade zone to include Mexico[image: External link] in 1994.[183] In the mid-1990s, Jean Chrétien[image: External link]'s Liberal government began to post annual budgetary surpluses, and steadily paid down the national debt.[189]
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	1962
	14.8 (113.8)
	33.0%
	44.9



	1971
	20.3 (116.6)
	20.6%
	98.4



	1981
	91.9 (219.1)
	25.5%
	360.5



	1991
	377.7 (557.7)
	55.1%
	685.4



	1997
	562.9 (765.1)
	63.8%
	882.7



	2008
	457.6 (493.3)
	31.4%
	1,453.6



	2010
	519.1 (543.4)
	35.5%
	1,458.8



	2014
	611.9
	32.5%
	1,649.2




The global financial crisis of 2008[image: External link] caused a major recession[image: External link], which led to a significant rise in unemployment[image: External link] in Canada.[191] Canada's federal debt[image: External link] was estimated to total $566.7 billion for the fiscal year[image: External link] 2010–11, up from $463.7 billion in 2008–09.[192] In addition, Canada's net foreign debt[image: External link] rose by $41 billion to $194 billion in the first quarter of 2010.[193] However, Canada's regulated banking sector (comparatively conservative among G8 nations), the federal government's pre-crisis budgetary surpluses, and its long-term policies of lowering the national debt, resulted in a less severe recession compared to other G8 nations.[194] As of 2015, the Canadian economy has largely stabilized and has seen a modest return to growth, although the country remains troubled by volatile oil prices, sensitivity to the Eurozone crisis[image: External link] and higher-than-normal unemployment rates.[195][196] The federal government and many Canadian industries have also started to expand trade with emerging Asian markets, in an attempt to diversify exports; Asia is now Canada's second-largest export market after the United States.[197][198] Widely debated oil pipeline proposals[image: External link], in particular, are hoped to increase exports of Canadian oil reserves to China.[199][200]
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 Science and technology




Main articles: Science and technology in Canada[image: External link] and Telecommunications in Canada[image: External link]


In 2012, Canada spent approximately C$31.3 billion on domestic research and development[image: External link], of which around $7 billion was provided by the federal and provincial governments.[201] As of 2015, the country has produced thirteen Nobel laureates[image: External link] in physics[image: External link], chemistry[image: External link], and medicine[image: External link],[202][203] and was ranked fourth worldwide for scientific research quality in a major 2012 survey of international scientists.[204] It is furthermore home to the headquarters of a number of global technology firms.[205] Canada has one of the highest levels of Internet access in the world[image: External link], with over 33 million users, equivalent to around 94 percent of its total 2014 population.[206]

The Canadian Space Agency[image: External link] operates a highly active space program[image: External link], conducting deep-space, planetary, and aviation research, and developing rockets and satellites. Canada was the third country to launch a satellite into space after the USSR[image: External link] and the United States, with the 1962 Alouette 1[image: External link] launch.[207] In 1984, Marc Garneau[image: External link] became Canada's first male astronaut. Canada is a participant in the International Space Station[image: External link] (ISS), and is a pioneer in space robotics[image: External link], having constructed the Canadarm[image: External link], Canadarm2[image: External link] and Dextre[image: External link] robotic manipulators for the ISS and NASA's Space Shuttle[image: External link]. Since the 1960s, Canada's aerospace industry has designed and built numerous marques of satellite, including Radarsat-1[image: External link] and 2[image: External link], ISIS[image: External link] and MOST[image: External link].[208] Canada has also produced one of the world's most successful and widely used sounding rockets[image: External link], the Black Brant[image: External link]; over 1,000 Black Brants have been launched since the rocket's introduction in 1961.[209]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Canada[image: External link]


The 2016 Canadian census[image: External link] enumerated a total population[image: External link] of 35,151,728, an increase of around 5.0 percent over the 2011 figure.[210][211] Between 2011 and May 2016, Canada's population grew by 1.7 million people with immigrants accounting for two-thirds of the increase.[212] Between 1990 and 2008, the population increased by 5.6 million, equivalent to 20.4 percent overall growth.[213] The main drivers of population growth are immigration[image: External link] and, to a lesser extent, natural growth.[214] Canada has one of the highest per-capita immigration rates in the world[image: External link],[215] driven mainly by economic policy[image: External link] and, to a lesser extent family reunification[image: External link].[216][217] The Canadian public as-well as the major political parties support the current level of immigration.[216][218][219] In 2010, a record 280,636 people immigrated to Canada.[220] The Canadian government anticipated between 280,000 and 305,000 new permanent residents in 2016,[221] a similar number of immigrants as in recent years.[222] New immigrants settle mostly in major urban areas such as Toronto[image: External link], Montreal[image: External link] and Vancouver[image: External link].[223] Canada also accepts large numbers of refugees[image: External link],[224] accounting for over 10 percent of annual global refugee resettlements[image: External link].[225]

About four-fifths of the population lives within 150 kilometres (93 mi) of the contiguous United States[image: External link] border.[226] Approximately 50 percent of Canadians live in urban areas concentrated along the Quebec City–Windsor Corridor[image: External link],[227] with an additional 30 percent living along the British Columbia Lower Mainland[image: External link], and the Calgary–Edmonton Corridor[image: External link] in Alberta.[228] Canada spans latitudinally from the 83rd parallel north to the 41st parallel north, and approximately 95% of the population is found south of the 55th parallel north.[227] In common with many other developed countries, Canada is experiencing a demographic shift[image: External link] towards an older population, with more retirees and fewer people of working age. In 2006, the average age was 39.5 years;[229] by 2011, it had risen to approximately 39.9 years.[230] As of 2013, the average life expectancy[image: External link] for Canadians is 81 years.[231] The majority of Canadians (69.9%) live in family households, 26.8% report living alone, and those living with unrelated persons reported at 3.7%.[232] The average size of a household in 2006 was 2.5 people.[232]
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Main article: Education in Canada[image: External link]


According to a 2012 report by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link] (OECD), Canada is one of the most educated countries in the world;[233] the country ranks first worldwide in the number of adults having tertiary education[image: External link], with 51 percent of Canadian adults having attained at least an undergraduate college or university degree.[233] Canada spends about 5.3% of its GDP[image: External link] on education.[234] The country invests heavily in tertiary education (more than 20 000 USD per student).[235] As of 2014, 89 percent of adults aged 25 to 64 have earned the equivalent of a high-school degree, compared to an OECD average of 75 percent.[173]

Since the adoption of section 23[image: External link] of the Constitution Act, 1982, education in both English[image: External link] and French[image: External link] has been available in most places across Canada.[236] Canadian provinces and territories are responsible for education provision[image: External link].[237] The mandatory school age ranges between 5–7 to 16–18 years,[238] contributing to an adult literacy rate of 99 percent.[101] In 2002, 43 percent of Canadians aged 25 to 64 possessed a post-secondary education; for those aged 25 to 34, the rate of post-secondary education reached 51 percent.[239] The Programme for International Student Assessment[image: External link] indicates that Canadian students perform well above the OECD average, particularly in mathematics, science, and reading.[240][241]
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Main article: Canadians[image: External link]


According to the 2006 census[image: External link], the country's largest self-reported ethnic origin[image: External link] is Canadian (accounting for 32% of the population), followed by English[image: External link] (21%), French[image: External link] (15.8%), Scottish[image: External link] (15.1%), Irish[image: External link] (13.9%), German[image: External link] (10.2%), Italian[image: External link] (4.6%), Chinese[image: External link] (4.3%), First Nations[image: External link] (4.0%), Ukrainian[image: External link] (3.9%), and Dutch[image: External link] (3.3%).[242] There are 600 recognized First Nations governments or bands[image: External link], encompassing a total of 1,172,790 people.[243] Canada's indigenous population is growing at almost twice the national rate, and four percent of Canada's population claimed an indigenous identity in 2006. Another 16.2 percent of the population belonged to a non-indigenous visible minority[image: External link].[244] In 2006, the largest visible minority groups were South Asian[image: External link] (4.0%), Chinese (3.9%) and Black[image: External link] (2.5%). Between 2001 and 2006, the visible minority population rose by 27.2 percent.[245] In 1961, less than two percent of Canada's population (about 300,000 people) were members of visible minority groups.[246] By 2007, almost one in five (19.8%) were foreign-born, with nearly 60 percent of new immigrants coming from Asia (including the Middle East).[247] The leading sources of immigrants to Canada were China, the Philippines and India.[248] According to Statistics Canada, visible minority groups could account for a third of the Canadian population by 2031.[249]
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Main article: Religion in Canada[image: External link]


Canada is religiously diverse, encompassing a wide range of beliefs and customs. Canada has no official church, and the government is officially committed to religious pluralism[image: External link].[250] Freedom of religion in Canada[image: External link] is a constitutionally protected right, allowing individuals to assemble and worship without limitation or interference.[251] The practice of religion is now generally considered a private matter throughout society and the state.[252] With Christianity in decline after having once been central and integral to Canadian culture and daily life,[253] Canada has become a post-Christian[image: External link], secular[image: External link] state.[254][255][256][257] The majority of Canadians consider religion to be unimportant[image: External link] in their daily lives,[258] but still believe in God.[259] According to the 2011 census, 67.3% of Canadians identify as Christian; of these, Roman Catholics make up the largest group, accounting for 38.7% of the population. Much of the remainder is made up of Protestants[image: External link], who accounted for approximately 27% in 2011 survey.[260][261] The largest Protestant denomination[image: External link] is the United Church of Canada[image: External link] (accounting for 6.1% of Canadians), followed by Anglicans[image: External link] (5.0%), and Baptists[image: External link] (1.9%).[3] Secularization has been growing since the 1960s.[262][263] In 2011, 23.9% declared no religious affiliation[image: External link], compared to 16.5% in 2001.[264] The remaining 8.8% are affiliated with non-Christian religions, the largest of which are Islam[image: External link] (3.2%) and Hinduism[image: External link] (1.5%).[3]
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Main article: Languages of Canada[image: External link]


A multitude of languages are used by Canadians, with English[image: External link] and French[image: External link] (the official languages[image: External link]) being the mother tongues[image: External link] of approximately 60% and 20% of Canadians, respectively.[266] Nearly 6.8 million Canadians listed a non-official language as their mother tongue.[267] Some of the most common non-official first languages include Chinese[image: External link] (mainly Cantonese[image: External link]; 1,072,555 first-language speakers), Punjabi[image: External link] (430,705), Spanish (410,670), German[image: External link] (409,200), and Italian[image: External link] (407,490).[268] Canada's federal government practices official bilingualism[image: External link], which is applied by the Commissioner of Official Languages[image: External link] in consonance with Section 16 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms[image: External link] and the Federal Official Languages Act[image: External link] English and French have equal status in federal courts, parliament, and in all federal institutions. Citizens have the right, where there is sufficient demand, to receive federal government services in either English or French and official-language minorities[image: External link] are guaranteed their own schools in all provinces and territories.[269]

The 1977 Charter of the French Language[image: External link] established French as the official language of Quebec.[270] Although more than 85 percent of French-speaking Canadians live in Quebec, there are substantial Francophone[image: External link] populations in New Brunswick[image: External link], Alberta[image: External link], and Manitoba[image: External link]; Ontario[image: External link] has the largest French-speaking population outside Quebec.[271] New Brunswick, the only officially bilingual province, has a French-speaking Acadian minority constituting 33 percent of the population.[272] There are also clusters of Acadians in southwestern Nova Scotia, on Cape Breton Island, and through central and western Prince Edward Island.[273]

Other provinces have no official languages as such, but French is used as a language of instruction, in courts, and for other government services, in addition to English. Manitoba, Ontario, and Quebec allow for both English and French to be spoken in the provincial legislatures, and laws are enacted in both languages. In Ontario, French has some legal status, but is not fully co-official.[274] There are 11 indigenous language groups[image: External link], composed of more than 65 distinct languages and dialects.[275] Of these, only the Cree[image: External link], Inuktitut[image: External link] and Ojibway[image: External link] languages have a large enough population of fluent speakers to be considered viable to survive in the long term[image: External link].[276] Several indigenous languages have official status in the Northwest Territories.[277] Inuktitut is the majority language in Nunavut, and is one of three official languages in the territory.[278]

Additionally, Canada is home to many sign languages[image: External link], some of which are Indigenous.[279] American Sign Language[image: External link] (ASL), is spoken across the country due to the prevalence of ASL in primary and secondary schools.[280] Quebec Sign Language[image: External link] (LSQ), is spoken primarily in Quebec, however there are sizeable population centres in francophone communities in New Brunswick, Ontario and Manitoba; due to its historical relation to the francophone culture.[281]
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Main article: Culture of Canada[image: External link]


Canada's culture draws influences from its broad range of constituent nationalities, and policies that promote a "just society[image: External link]" are constitutionally protected.[282][283] Canada has placed emphasis on equality and inclusiveness for all its people.[284] Multiculturalism[image: External link] is often cited as one of Canada's significant accomplishments,[285] and a key distinguishing element of Canadian identity[image: External link].[286][287] In Quebec, cultural identity is strong, and many commentators speak of a culture of Quebec[image: External link] that is distinct from English Canadian culture.[288] However, as a whole, Canada is in theory a cultural mosaic[image: External link]—a collection of regional ethnic subcultures.[289]

Canada's approach to governance emphasizing multiculturalism, which is based on selective immigration[image: External link], social integration[image: External link], and suppression[image: External link] of far right politics, has wide public support.[290] Government policies such as publicly funded health care, higher taxation[image: External link] to redistribute wealth[image: External link], the outlawing of capital punishment[image: External link], strong efforts to eliminate poverty[image: External link], strict gun control[image: External link], and the legalization of same-sex marriage[image: External link] are further social indicators of Canada's political and cultural values[image: External link].[291][292] Canadians also identify with the country's health care institutions, peacekeeping[image: External link], the National park system[image: External link] and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms[image: External link].[286][293]

Historically, Canada has been influenced by British[image: External link], French[image: External link], and indigenous cultures and traditions. Through their language, art[image: External link] and music[image: External link], Indigenous peoples continue to influence the Canadian identity.[294] During the 20th century Canadians with African, Caribbean and Asian nationalities have added to the Canadian identity and its culture.[295] Canadian humour[image: External link] is an integral part of the Canadian Identity and is reflected in its folklore[image: External link], literature, music, art and media. The primary characteristics of Canadian humour are irony, parody, and satire.[296] Many Canadian comedians[image: External link] have archived international success in the American TV and film industries and are amongst the most recognized in the world.[297]

Canada has a well-developed media sector[image: External link], but its cultural output; particularly in English films[image: External link], television shows[image: External link], and magazines[image: External link], is often overshadowed by imports from the United States.[298] As a result, the preservation of a distinctly Canadian culture is supported by federal government programs, laws, and institutions such as the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link] (CBC), the National Film Board of Canada[image: External link] (NFB), and the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission[image: External link] (CRTC).[299]
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Main article: National symbols of Canada[image: External link]


Canada's national symbols are influenced by natural, historical, and indigenous sources. The use of the maple leaf[image: External link] as a Canadian symbol dates to the early 18th century. The maple leaf is depicted on Canada's current[image: External link] and previous flags[image: External link], and on the Arms of Canada[image: External link].[301] The Arms of Canada is closely modelled after the royal coat of arms of the United Kingdom[image: External link] with French and distinctive Canadian elements replacing or added to those derived from the British version.[302] The Great Seal of Canada[image: External link] is a governmental seal[image: External link] used for purposes of state, being set on letters patent[image: External link], proclamations and commissions, for representatives of the Queen and for the appointment of cabinet ministers[image: External link], lieutenant governors[image: External link], senators, and judges.[303][304] Other prominent symbols include the beaver[image: External link], Canada goose[image: External link], common loon[image: External link], the Crown, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police,[301] and more recently, the totem pole[image: External link] and Inuksuk[image: External link].[305] Canadian coins[image: External link] feature many of these symbols: the loon on the $1 coin[image: External link], the Arms of Canada on the 50¢ piece[image: External link], the beaver on the nickel[image: External link].[306] The penny[image: External link], removed from circulation in 2013, featured the maple leaf.[307] The Queen' s image appears on $20 bank notes[image: External link], and on the obverse of all current Canadian coins.[306]
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Main article: Canadian literature[image: External link]


Canadian literature is often divided into French- and English-language literatures, which are rooted in the literary traditions of France and Britain, respectively.[308] There are four major themes that can be found within historical Canadian literature; nature, frontier life, Canada's position within the world, all three of which tie into the garrison mentality[image: External link].[309] By the 1990s, Canadian literature was viewed as some of the world's best.[310] Canada's ethnic and cultural diversity are reflected in its literature, with many of its most prominent modern writers focusing on ethnic life.[311] Arguably, the best-known living Canadian writer internationally (especially since the deaths of Robertson Davies[image: External link] and Mordecai Richler[image: External link]) is Margaret Atwood[image: External link], a prolific novelist, poet, and literary critic.[312] Numerous other Canadian authors[image: External link] have accumulated international literary awards;[313] including Nobel Laureate[image: External link] Alice Munro[image: External link], who has been called the best living writer of short stories in English;[314] and Booker Prize[image: External link] recipient Michael Ondaatje[image: External link], who is perhaps best known for the novel The English Patient[image: External link], which was adapted as a film of the same name[image: External link] that won the Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link].[315]
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Main article: Canadian art[image: External link]


Canadian visual art has been dominated by figures such as Tom Thomson[image: External link] – the country's most famous painter – and by the Group of Seven[image: External link].[316] Thomson's career painting Canadian landscapes spanned a decade up to his death in 1917 at age 39.[317] The Group were painters with a nationalistic and idealistic focus, who first exhibited their distinctive works in May 1920. Though referred to as having seven members, five artists—Lawren Harris[image: External link], A. Y. Jackson[image: External link], Arthur Lismer[image: External link], J. E. H. MacDonald[image: External link], and Frederick Varley[image: External link]—were responsible for articulating the Group's ideas. They were joined briefly by Frank Johnston[image: External link], and by commercial artist Franklin Carmichael[image: External link]. A. J. Casson[image: External link] became part of the Group in 1926.[318] Associated with the Group was another prominent Canadian artist, Emily Carr[image: External link], known for her landscapes and portrayals of the Indigenous peoples of the Pacific Northwest Coast[image: External link].[319] Since the 1950s, works of Inuit art[image: External link] have been given as gifts to foreign dignitaries by the Canadian government.[320]
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Main article: Music of Canada[image: External link]


The Canadian music industry is the sixth largest in the world producing internationally renowned composers[image: External link], musicians[image: External link] and ensembles[image: External link].[321] Music broadcasting in the country is regulated by the CRTC.[322] The Canadian Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences[image: External link] presents Canada's music industry awards, the Juno Awards[image: External link], which were first awarded in 1970.[323] The Canadian Music Hall of Fame[image: External link] established in 1976 honours Canadian musicians for their lifetime achievements.[324] Patriotic music in Canada[image: External link] dates back over 200 years as a distinct category from British patriotism, preceding the first legal steps to independence[image: External link] by over 50 years. The earliest, The Bold Canadian[image: External link], was written in 1812.[325] The national anthem of Canada, "O Canada[image: External link]", was originally commissioned by the Lieutenant Governor of Quebec[image: External link], the Honourable Théodore Robitaille[image: External link], for the 1880 St. Jean-Baptiste Day[image: External link] ceremony, and was officially adopted in 1980.[326] Calixa Lavallée[image: External link] wrote the music, which was a setting of a patriotic poem composed by the poet and judge Sir Adolphe-Basile Routhier[image: External link]. The text was originally only in French, before it was translated to English in 1906.[327]
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Main articles: Sport in Canada[image: External link] and History of Canadian sports[image: External link]


The roots of organized sports in Canada[image: External link] date back to the 1770s.[328] Canada's official national sports are ice hockey[image: External link] and lacrosse[image: External link].[329] Canada shares several major professional sports leagues[image: External link] with the United States. Canadian teams in these leagues include seven franchises in the National Hockey League[image: External link], located in Calgary[image: External link], Edmonton[image: External link], Montreal[image: External link], Ottawa[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Vancouver[image: External link], and Winnipeg[image: External link], as well as three Major League Soccer[image: External link] teams (Toronto, Vancouver, and Montreal) and one Toronto team in each of Major League Baseball[image: External link] and the National Basketball Association[image: External link]. Other popular professional sports in Canada include Canadian football[image: External link], which is played in the Canadian Football League[image: External link], National Lacrosse League[image: External link] lacrosse, and curling[image: External link].

Canada has participated in almost every Olympic Games since its Olympic debut in 1900[image: External link], and has hosted several high-profile international sporting events, including the 1976 Summer Olympics[image: External link] in Montreal, the 1988 Winter Olympics[image: External link] in Calgary, the 1994 Basketball World Championship[image: External link], the 2007 FIFA U-20 World Cup[image: External link], the 2010 Winter Olympics[image: External link] in Vancouver and Whistler, British Columbia[image: External link] and the 2015 FIFA Women's World Cup[image: External link].[330] Golf[image: External link], tennis[image: External link], skiing[image: External link], badminton[image: External link], volleyball[image: External link], cycling[image: External link], swimming[image: External link], bowling[image: External link], rugby union[image: External link], canoeing[image: External link], equestrian[image: External link], squash[image: External link] and the study of martial arts[image: External link] are widely enjoyed at the youth and amateur levels.[331]
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Pattie Mallette






Patricia "Pattie" Mallette (born April 2, 1976) is a Canadian author and film producer. She is the mother of Canadian singer Justin Bieber and was the manager of his early singing career.
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Pattie Mallette was born on April 2, 1976,[2][not in citation given[image: External link]] in Stratford, Ontario, of French Canadian[image: External link], English[image: External link], Swiss-French[image: External link] and Scottish descent[image: External link].[1][3] She is the daughter of Diane M. (Henry) and Michael Mallette.[4] Her older sister was killed at age 5, when she was struck by a vehicle while crossing the street.She also has an older brother named Chris.[3][5]

Mallette has said her childhood was dominated by sexual abuse and violence[3] and that she was first molested around age 3.[6] Her offenders include a male babysitter, the grandfather of one of her friends, and neighborhood children reportedly mature beyond their years. Her book describes sexual abuse continuing until the age of 14, followed by an incident of date rape[image: External link] at age 15.[7][8] She says of the sexual abuse and violence, "I was sexually violated so many times that as the years went by it began to feel normal. It's a strange marriage – knowing something is wrong yet at the same time finding it familiar and commonplace."[9]
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 Teen years




As a child, Mallette showed an interest in acting and singing. When she was 9 years old, she began appearing on local television programs, including Romper Room[image: External link] and Big Top Talent, a locally televised children's eating contest. When she was 10 years old, she was cast in two theatrical productions in the Stratford Shakespeare Festival[image: External link], which brings over half a million tourists to the town every year. Throughout middle school and high school, she took every drama and choir class available, along with seven years of dancing. After earning numerous trophies and awards for her singing and acting, she was signed to a Toronto-based talent agent. When auditions required her to travel one-and-a-half hours to Toronto[image: External link] every weekend, her parents were unable to make the commitment, which left Mallette devastated.[10]

When she was 14 years old, she began using drugs, including alcohol[image: External link], marijuana[image: External link] and LSD[image: External link]. She also started shoplifting[image: External link]. When she vandalized[image: External link] school property by starting a fire in a bathroom, she was suspended from school.[11] When she was 15 years old, she began a relationship with Jeremy Bieber, which lasted for four years. She left home when she was 16, supporting herself through petty theft and drug dealing. During this time, she experienced loneliness, depression, and suicidal ideation[image: External link]. When she was 17 years old, she attempted suicide by throwing herself in front of a truck, which led to a stint in a mental ward.[5][12][13] While there, she became a Christian[image: External link].[14]

Following her release from the hospital, Mallette rekindled friendships that failed to support her new-found faith. She also reconnected with Jeremy Bieber. Six months later, she became pregnant. Mallette gave birth to her son, Justin, on March 1, 1994, in London, Ontario at the age of 17.[15] While Mallette and Jeremy Bieber initially maintained a relationship after the birth of their son, they split up.
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Mallette encouraged her son's talents after he began showing an interest in music at the age of 2.[16] In 2007, she entered Justin in the local "Stratford Star" talent show where he sang Ne-Yo's song, "So Sick", finishing second in the competition. Mallette posted a video of the performance on YouTube for their family and friends to view, and continued to upload videos of subsequent performances[14] as her son's online popularity grew.[17]
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In September 2012, her autobiography, Nowhere but Up[image: External link] was published by Christian book publisher Revell[image: External link]. The book is about the troubled upbringing of Mallette, and the personal transformation of turning abandonment and single parenthood into strong faith and a life filled with grace and hope.[18]

During the first week of release, it was listed at No. 17 on the New York Times Best Seller list[image: External link].[19] The book has received international press and has been reviewed by media outlets around the world.[13][14]
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	Film and television appearances




	2011: Biebermania! (documentary) – as herself

	2011: Justin Bieber: Never Say Never (documentary) – as herself

	2012: Today Show (television series) – as herself

	2012: Weekend Today[image: External link] (television series) – as herself

	2012: Huckabee[image: External link] (television series) – as herself

	2012: The Hour[image: External link] (television series) – as herself

	2013: Justin Bieber's Believe - as herself

	2015: "Comedy Central Roast of Justin Bieber" (Pre-Show) - as herself




	Film production




	2013: Crescendo (short film) – Executive producer
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 Published works





	Mallette, Pattie; and A.J. Gregory (2012). Nowhere but Up: the Story of Justin Bieber's Mom, Revell, 220 pages. ISBN 978-0800721893[image: External link]
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Pop Music






This article is about a specific music genre. For popular music in general, see Popular music[image: External link]. For other uses, see Pop music (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Pop song" redirects here. For other uses, see Pop Song[image: External link].

Pop music is a genre[image: External link] of popular music[image: External link] that originated in its modern form in the United States and United Kingdom during the mid-1950s.[4] The terms "popular music" and "pop music" are often used interchangeably, although the former describes all music that is popular and includes many styles. "Pop" and " rock[image: External link]" were synonymous terms until the late 1960s, when they were increasingly used in opposition from each other.

Although pop music is seen as just the singles charts[image: External link], it is not the sum of all chart music. Pop music is eclectic, and often borrows elements from other styles such as urban[image: External link], dance[image: External link], rock[image: External link], Latin[image: External link], and country[image: External link]; nonetheless, there are core elements that define pop music. Identifying factors include generally short to medium-length songs written in a basic format (often the verse-chorus structure[image: External link]), as well as the common use of repeated choruses, melodic tunes, and hooks[image: External link].
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 Definitions and etymology




David Hatch and Stephen Millward define pop music as "a body of music which is distinguishable from popular, jazz, and folk musics".[5] According to Pete Seeger[image: External link], pop music is "professional music which draws upon both folk music and fine arts music".[3] Although pop music is seen as just the singles charts[image: External link], it is not the sum of all chart music. The music charts contain songs from a variety of sources, including classical[image: External link], jazz[image: External link], rock[image: External link], and novelty songs[image: External link]. Pop music, as a genre, is seen as existing and developing separately.[6] Thus "pop music" may be used to describe a distinct genre, designed to appeal to all, often characterized as "instant singles-based music aimed at teenagers" in contrast to rock music as "album-based music for adults".[4][8]

Pop music continuously evolves along with the term's definition. According to The New Grove Dictionary Of Music and Musicians, popular music is defined as "the music since industrialization in the 1800's that is most in line with the tastes and interests of the urban middle class."[9] The term "pop song" was first recorded as being used in 1926, in the sense of a piece of music "having popular appeal".[10] Hatch and Millward indicate that many events in the history of recording in the 1920s can be seen as the birth of the modern pop music industry, including in country[image: External link], blues[image: External link] and hillbilly music[image: External link].[11]

According to the website of The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians[image: External link], called Grove Music Online, the term "pop music" "originated in Britain[image: External link] in the mid-1950s as a description for rock and roll[image: External link] and the new youth music styles that it influenced".[2] The Oxford Dictionary of Music states that while pop's "earlier meaning meant concerts appealing to a wide audience ... since the late 1950s, however, pop has had the special meaning of non-classical mus[ic], usually in the form of songs, performed by such artists as the Beatles, the Rolling Stones[image: External link], ABBA[image: External link], etc".[12] Grove Music Online also states that "... in the early 1960s, [the term] 'pop music' competed terminologically with beat music[image: External link] [in England], while in the USA its coverage overlapped (as it still does) with that of 'rock and roll'".[2]

From about 1967, the term was increasingly used in opposition to the term rock music[image: External link], a division that gave generic significance to both terms.[13] Whereas rock aspired to authenticity[image: External link] and an expansion of the possibilities of popular music,[13] pop was more commercial, ephemeral and accessible.[14] According to British musicologist Simon Frith[image: External link], pop music is produced "as a matter of enterprise[image: External link] not art", is "designed to appeal to everyone" and "doesn't come from any particular place or mark off any particular taste". It is "not driven by any significant ambition except profit and commercial reward ... and, in musical terms, it is essentially conservative". It is, "provided from on high (by record companies, radio programmers, and concert promoters) rather than being made from below ... Pop is not a do-it-yourself[image: External link] music but is professionally produced and packaged".[4]
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 Characteristics




According to Frith, characteristics of pop music include an aim of appealing to a general audience, rather than to a particular sub-culture or ideology, and an emphasis on craftsmanship rather than formal "artistic" qualities.[4] Music scholar Timothy Warner said it typically has an emphasis on recording, production, and technology, rather than live performance; a tendency to reflect existing trends rather than progressive developments[image: External link]; and aims to encourage dancing or uses dance-oriented rhythms.[14]

The main medium of pop music is the song, often between two and a half and three and a half minutes in length, generally marked by a consistent and noticeable rhythmic element[image: External link], a mainstream style and a simple traditional structure[image: External link].[17] Common variants include the verse-chorus form and the thirty-two-bar form[image: External link], with a focus on melodies[image: External link] and catchy hooks[image: External link], and a chorus[image: External link] that contrasts melodically, rhythmically and harmonically[image: External link] with the verse[image: External link].[18] The beat and the melodies tend to be simple, with limited harmonic accompaniment.[19] The lyrics of modern pop songs typically focus on simple themes – often love and romantic relationships – although there are notable exceptions.[4]

Harmony[image: External link] and chord progressions[image: External link] in pop music are often "that of classical[image: External link] European tonality[image: External link], only more simple-minded."[20] Clichés include the barbershop quartet-style harmony[image: External link] (i.e. ii – V – I) and blues scale[image: External link]-influenced harmony.[21] There was a lessening of the influence of traditional views of the circle of fifths[image: External link] between the mid-1950s and the late 1970s, including less predominance for the dominant[image: External link] function[image: External link].[22]
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 Development and influence





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Stylistic evolution




See also: Traditional pop[image: External link], Pop rock[image: External link], Experimental pop[image: External link], Orchestral pop[image: External link], Progressive pop[image: External link], Synthpop[image: External link], and Indie pop[image: External link]


Throughout its development,pop music has absorbed influences from other genres of popular music. Early pop music drew on the sentimental ballad[image: External link] for its form, gained its use of vocal harmonies from gospel[image: External link] and soul music[image: External link], instrumentation from jazz[image: External link] and rock music[image: External link], orchestration from classical music[image: External link], tempo from dance music[image: External link], backing from electronic music[image: External link], rhythmic elements from hip-hop music[image: External link], and spoken passages from rap[image: External link].[4][verification needed[image: External link]]

In the 1960s, the majority of mainstream pop music fell in two categories: guitar, drum and bass groups or singers backed by a traditional orchestra.[23] Since early in the decade, it was common for pop producers, songwriters, and engineers to freely experiment with musical form, orchestration[image: External link], unnatural reverb[image: External link], and other sound effects. Some of the best known examples are Phil Spector[image: External link]'s Wall of Sound[image: External link] and Joe Meek[image: External link]'s use of homemade electronic sound effects for acts like the Tornados[image: External link].[24] At the same time, pop music on radio and in both American and British film moved away from refined Tin Pan Alley[image: External link] to more eccentric songwriting and incorporated reverb-drenched rock guitar, symphonic strings, and horns played by groups of properly arranged and rehearsed studio musicians.[25]

During the mid-1960s, pop music made repeated forays into new sounds, styles, and techniques that inspired public discourse among its listeners. The word "progressive" was frequently used, and it was thought that every song and single was to be a "progression" from the last.[26] Music critic[image: External link] Simon Reynolds[image: External link] writes that beginning with 1967, a divide would exist between "progressive" pop and "mass/chart" pop, a separation which was "also, broadly, one between boys and girls, middle-class and working-class."[27] Before the progressive pop[image: External link] of the late 1960s, performers were typically unable to decide on the artistic content of their music.[28] Assisted by the mid-1960s economic boom, record labels began investing in artists, giving them freedom to experiment, and offering them limited control over their content and marketing.[29] This situation fell in disuse after the late 1970s and would not reemerge until the rise of Internet[image: External link] stars.[29] Indie pop[image: External link], which developed in the late 1970s, marked another departure from the glamour of contemporary pop music, with guitar bands formed on the then-novel premise that one could record and release their own music without having to procure a record contract[image: External link] from a major label.[30] In 2014, pop music worldwide was permeated by electronic dance music.[31]

A Scientific Reports[image: External link] study that examined over 464,000 recordings of popular music recorded between 1955 and 2010 found less variety in pitch progressions, growing average loudness levels,[32] less diverse instrumentation and recording techniques, and less timbral variety, which declined after reaching a peak in the 1960s.[33] Scientific American[image: External link]'s John Matson reported that this "seems to support the popular anecdotal observation that pop music of yore was better, or at least more varied, than today’s top-40 stuff."[33]
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 Technology and media




In the 1940s improved microphone[image: External link] design allowed a more intimate singing style[35] and ten or twenty years later inexpensive and more durable 45 r.p.m. records for singles "revolutionized the manner in which pop has been disseminated" and helped to move pop music to 'a record/radio/film star system'.[35] Another technological change was the widespread availability of television in the 1950s; with televised performances, "pop stars had to have a visual presence".[35] In the 1960s, the introduction of inexpensive, portable transistor radios[image: External link] meant that First World teenagers could listen to music outside of the home.[35] Multi-track recording[image: External link] (from the 1960s); and digital sampling[image: External link] (from the 1980s) have also been utilized as methods for the creation and elaboration of pop music.[4] By the early 1980s, the promotion of pop music had been greatly affected by the rise of music television channels like MTV[image: External link], which "favoured those artists such as Michael Jackson and Madonna[image: External link] who had a strong visual appeal".[35]
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 Legitimacy in music criticism




See also: Poptimism[image: External link]


The latter half of the 20th-century included a large-scale trend in American culture in which the boundaries between art and pop music were increasingly blurred.[36] Between 1950 and 1970, there was a debate of pop versus art.[37] Since then, certain music publications have embraced its legitimacy. According to Popmatters[image: External link]' Robert Loss: "There’s a strong argument for the ' rockist[image: External link]' mode in music criticism—that it exists, and that it’s harmful—and poptimism[image: External link] has positioned itself as a corrective, an antidote. ... In general, the Old Guard of rock critics and journalists is depicted as a bunch of bricklayers for the foundations of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. True in part, which is to say, false. Like film studies, rock criticism of the late ‘60s and the ‘70s was an attempt to make popular music worthy of study; it was poptimism before its day."[37]
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 International spread




Pop music has been dominated by the American and (from the mid-1960s) British music industries[image: External link], whose influence has made pop music something of an international monoculture[image: External link], but most regions and countries have their own form of pop music, sometimes producing local versions of wider trends, and lending them local characteristics.[38] Some of these trends (for example Europop[image: External link]) have had a significant impact of the development of the genre.[39]

According to Grove Music Online, "Western-derived pop styles, whether coexisting with or marginalizing distinctively local genres, have spread throughout the world and have come to constitute stylistic common denominators in global commercial music cultures".[40] Some non-Western countries, such as Japan, have developed a thriving pop music industry, most of which is devoted to Western-style pop. has for several years produced a greater quantity of music of everywhere except the USA.[clarification needed[image: External link]][40] The spread of Western-style pop music has been interpreted variously as representing processes of Americanization, homogenization[image: External link], modernization, creative appropriation, cultural imperialism[image: External link], or a more general process of globalization[image: External link].[40]

In Korea, pop music's influence has led to the birth of boy bands[image: External link] and girl groups[image: External link] which have gained overseas renown through both their music and aesthetics.[41] Korean co-ed groups[image: External link] (mixed gender groups) have not been as successful.[42]
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Contemporary R&B






For the parent genre, see rhythm and blues[image: External link].

Contemporary R&B, also known as simply R&B, is a music genre that combines elements of rhythm and blues[image: External link], soul[image: External link], funk[image: External link], pop, hip hop[image: External link] and dance.

The genre features a distinctive record production[image: External link] style, drum machine[image: External link]-backed rhythms, an occasional saxophone[image: External link]-laced beat[image: External link] to give a jazz[image: External link] feel (mostly common in contemporary R&B songs prior to the year 1995) and a smooth, lush style of vocal arrangement. Electronic[image: External link] influences are becoming an increasing trend and the use of hip hop or dance-inspired beats are typical, although the roughness and grit inherent in hip hop may be reduced and smoothed out. Contemporary R&B vocalists are often known for their use of melisma[image: External link], popularized by vocalists such as Mariah Carey, R. Kelly, Craig David[image: External link], Stevie Wonder,[1] Whitney Houston[image: External link][1][2][3] and Michael Jackson.[2][4][5]
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 History




Contemporary R&B originated at the end of the disco era, in the late 1970s, when Michael Jackson and Quincy Jones[image: External link] added more electronics elements to the black music sound of the time to create a smoother dancefloor-friendly sound.[6] The first result was Off the Wall[image: External link] (1979), that according to Stephen Thomas Erlewine[image: External link] from AllMusic[image: External link], "was a visionary album, that found a way to break disco wide open into a new world where the beat was undeniable, but not the primary focus – it was part of a colorful tapestry of lush ballads and strings, smooth soul and pop, soft rock, and alluring funk".[7]

Richard J. Ripani wrote that Janet Jackson's Control[image: External link] (1986) was "important to the development of R&B for a number of reasons", as she and her producers, Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis[image: External link], "crafted a new sound that fuses the rhythmic elements of funk and disco, along with heavy doses of synthesizers, percussion, sound effects, and a rap music sensibility."[8] Ripani wrote that "the success of Control led to the incorporation of stylistic traits of rap over the next few years, and Janet Jackson was to continue to be one of the leaders in that development."[8] That same year, Teddy Riley[image: External link] began producing R&B recordings that included hip hop influences. This combination of R&B style and hip hop rhythms was termed new jack swing[image: External link] and was applied to artists such as Bobby Brown[image: External link], Keith Sweat[image: External link], Al B. Sure![image: External link], Guy[image: External link], Jodeci[image: External link] and Bell Biv DeVoe[image: External link].
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 1990s




In contrast to the works of Boyz II Men, Babyface[image: External link] and similar artists, other R&B artists and groups from this same period began adding even more of a hip-hop sound to their work, like the innovative group Jodeci[image: External link]. The synthesizer-heavy rhythm tracks of new jack swing were replaced by grittier East Coast hip hop[image: External link]-inspired backing tracks, resulting in a genre labeled hip hop soul[image: External link] by Mary J. Blige[image: External link] and producer Sean Combs[image: External link] who also had mentored group Jodeci[image: External link] in the beginning and helped them with their unique look. The style became less popular by the end of the 1990s, but later experienced a resurgence.

In 1990 Mariah Carey released Vision of Love[image: External link] as her debut single. It was immensely popular peaking at number 1 in many worldwide charts including the Billboard Hot 100, and it propelled Mariah's career. The song is usually said to have popularized the use of melisma[image: External link] and brought it in to mainstream R&B.

During the mid-1990s, Whitney Houston's The Bodyguard: Original Soundtrack Album[image: External link] sold over 40 million copies worldwide becoming the best-selling soundtrack of all time.[11] Janet Jackson[image: External link]'s self-titled fifth studio album janet.[image: External link] (1993), which came after her historic multimillion-dollar contract with Virgin Records[image: External link], sold over twenty million copies worldwide.[12][13] Boyz II Men and Mariah Carey recorded several Billboard Hot 100 No. 1 hits, including "One Sweet Day[image: External link]", a collaboration between both acts, which became the longest-running No. 1 hit in Hot 100 history. Carey also released a remix of her 1995 single " Fantasy[image: External link]", with Ol' Dirty Bastard[image: External link] as a feature, a collaboration format that was unheard of at this point. Carey, Boyz II Men and TLC released albums in 1994 and 1995— Daydream[image: External link], II[image: External link] and CrazySexyCool[image: External link].

In the late 1990s, neo soul[image: External link], which added 1970s soul influences to the hip hop soul blend, arose, led by artists such as D'Angelo[image: External link], Erykah Badu[image: External link], Lauryn Hill[image: External link] and Maxwell[image: External link]. Hill and Missy Elliott[image: External link] further blurred the line between R&B and hip hop by recording both styles. Beginning in 1995, the Grammy Awards enacted the Grammy Award for Best R&B Album[image: External link], with II[image: External link] by Boyz II Men becoming the first recipient. The award was later received by TLC[image: External link] for CrazySexyCool[image: External link] in 1996, Tony Rich[image: External link] for Words in 1997, Erykah Badu[image: External link] for Baduizm[image: External link] in 1998 and Lauryn Hill[image: External link] for The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill[image: External link] in 1999. At the end of 1999, Billboard magazine ranked Mariah Carey and Janet Jackson as the first and second most successful artists of the 1990s.[14]

Simultaneously, in the second half of the 1990s, The Neptunes[image: External link] and Timbaland[image: External link] set influential precedence on contemporary R&B and hip hop music.[15]

R&B acts such as Brandy[image: External link], Whitney Houston[image: External link], Janet Jackson[image: External link], Mariah Carey, Usher, Toni Braxton,[image: External link] and Michael Jackson are some of the best-selling music artists of all time.
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 2000s




Following periods of fluctuating success, urban music[image: External link] attained commercial dominance during the early 2000s, which featured massive crossover[image: External link] success on the Billboard charts[image: External link] by R&B and hip hop artists.[18]

In 2001, Alicia Keys[image: External link] released " Fallin[image: External link]" as her debut single. It peaking at number one on the Billboard Hot 100, Mainstream Top 40[image: External link] and Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs[image: External link] charts. It won three Grammy Awards[image: External link] in 2002, including Song of the Year[image: External link], Best R&B Song[image: External link], and Best Female R&B Vocal Performance[image: External link]. It was also nominated for Record of the Year[image: External link].[20] Beyoncé[image: External link]'s solo studio debut album Dangerously in Love[image: External link] (2003) has sold over 5 million copies in the United States and earned five Grammy Awards.[21][22]

Usher's Confessions[image: External link] (2004) sold 1.1 million copies in its first week[23] and over 8 million copies in 2004, since then it has been certified Diamond[image: External link] by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) and, as of 2016, has sold over 10 million copies in the US and over 20 million copies worldwide. Confessions had four consecutive Billboard Hot 100 number one singles—" Yeah![image: External link]", " Burn[image: External link]", "Confessions Part II[image: External link]" and "My Boo[image: External link]".[24]

In 2004, all 12 songs that topped Billboard Hot 100 were African-American recording artists and accounted for 80% of the number-one R&B hits[image: External link] that year.[18] Along with Usher's streak of singles, Top 40[image: External link] radio and both pop and R&B charts were topped by Outkast[image: External link]'s "Hey Ya![image: External link]", Snoop Dogg[image: External link]'s "Drop It Like It's Hot[image: External link]", Terror Squad[image: External link]'s "Lean Back[image: External link]" and Ciara[image: External link]'s " Goodies[image: External link]".[18] Chris Molanphy of The Village Voice[image: External link] later remarked that "by the early 2000s, urban music was pop music."[18]

Between 2005 and 2009 Raymond, Knowles and Keys released albums— B'Day[image: External link], Here I Stand[image: External link], I Am... Sasha Fierce[image: External link] and The Element of Freedom[image: External link].

Mariah Carey's The Emancipation of Mimi[image: External link] (2005) debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 and earned ten Grammy Award nominations. Led single "We Belong Together[image: External link]" topped the Hot 100 charts for 14 weeks, and was later hailed "song of the decade" and won a Grammy Award for Best Female R&B Vocal Performance[image: External link] in 2006.

The mid-2000s came with the emergence of new R&B acts Ashanti[image: External link], Trey Songz[image: External link], Omarion[image: External link], Ciara[image: External link], Christina Milian[image: External link], Mario[image: External link], Keyshia Cole[image: External link] and Akon[image: External link]. Ashanti's eponymous debut album topped both US Billboard 200 and Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[image: External link] charts. It earned her three Grammy nominations winning one for the Best Contemporary R&B Album[image: External link]. R&B newcomer Chris Brown released his self-titled album in 2005 which debuted at number two on the Billboard 200. His debut single "Run It![image: External link]" peaked on the Billboard Hot 100, Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs[image: External link] and the US Radio Songs[image: External link].

During this time also came the emergence of R&B songwriters.[25] Bryan-Michael Cox[image: External link] co-wrote Usher's " Burn[image: External link]" and "Confessions Part II[image: External link]" (2005), Mariah Carey's "Shake It Off[image: External link]" and "Don't Forget About Us[image: External link]" (2006), and Chris Brown's "Say Goodbye[image: External link]" (2006).[26] Keri Hilson[image: External link] would co-write songs Mary J. Blige[image: External link]'s "Take Me as I Am[image: External link]" (2006), Omarion's "Ice Box[image: External link]" (2006), and Ciara's "Like a Boy[image: External link]" (2006).[27] Rico Love[image: External link] co-wrote Usher's " Throwback[image: External link]" (2005), Keri Hilson's " Energy[image: External link]" (2008), Pleasure P[image: External link]'s "Boyfriend #2[image: External link]" (2008).[28] The-Dream[image: External link] wrote Rihanna[image: External link]'s " Umbrella[image: External link]" (2007), J. Holiday[image: External link]'s " Bed[image: External link]" and Usher's "Moving Mountains[image: External link]" and "Trading Places[image: External link]" (2008).[29] Ne-Yo wrote Mario's "Let Me Love You[image: External link]", Rihanna's "Take a Bow[image: External link]" and " Unfaithful[image: External link]", and Beyoncé's " Irreplaceable[image: External link]" (2008).[30]

According to Billboard, the most commercially successful R&B acts of the decade were Usher, Beyoncé[image: External link], Alicia Keys[image: External link], Mariah Carey, Rihanna[image: External link], Chris Brown and Ne-Yo.[31]
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 2010s




Continuing from the 1990s and early 2000s, R&B, like many other genres, drew influences from the technical innovations of the time and began to incorporate more electronic and machine-made sounds and instruments. The use of effects such as Auto-Tune[image: External link] and new computerized synths have given R&B a more futuristic feel while still attempting to incorporate many of the genre's common themes such as love and relationships. The evolutions of the genre's production and instrumentation have spurred the successes of performers such as Beyoncé[image: External link], Christina Aguilera[image: External link], Usher, John Legend[image: External link], Frank Ocean[image: External link], Justin Timberlake, Bruno Mars[image: External link], Pharrell Williams[image: External link], Miguel[image: External link], Janelle Monáe[image: External link], Chris Brown, Drake[image: External link], Jhené Aiko[image: External link], Jennifer Lopez[image: External link], Tamar Braxton[image: External link], The Weeknd[image: External link], Ariana Grande[image: External link], Tinashe[image: External link], Ne-Yo, Rihanna[image: External link], Brandy[image: External link] and K. Michelle[image: External link].

Early 2010s artists such as Kelly Rowland, Ne-Yo, Usher, and Chris Brown began embracing new electronic influences while still keeping R&B's original feel. Kelly Rowland"s " Commander[image: External link]",[33] Usher's " OMG[image: External link]",[34] "DJ Got Us Fallin' in Love[image: External link]",[35] " Scream[image: External link]"[36] and " Climax[image: External link]",[37] Chris Brown's "Yeah 3x[image: External link]",[38] "Turn Up the Music[image: External link]"[39] and "Don't Wake Me Up[image: External link]"[40] are all EDM-oriented. As this electronic element continues to grow apparent throughout the genre, contemporary artists like are gaining popularity outside of R&B and continue to collaborate with non-R&B artists.

Singers Miguel[image: External link], John Legend[image: External link], Jeremih[image: External link], Eric Bellinger[image: External link], and Chris Brown are popular in mainstream hip hop for many collaborations with rappers such as Wale[image: External link], Rick Ross[image: External link], YG[image: External link], and J.Cole[image: External link]. Today's R&B is far more diverse and incorporates more sonic elements than before, as it expands its appeal and commercial viability.[41] Trap music[image: External link]'s influence maintained a strong presence on the music charts with R&B singer Beyoncé[image: External link]'s songs "Drunk in Love[image: External link]", " Flawless[image: External link]" and " 7/11[image: External link]", Bryson Tiller[image: External link]'s debut studio album, Trapsoul[image: External link], and Mary J. Blige[image: External link]'s "Thick of It[image: External link]".[42]
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Guitar






For other uses, see Guitar (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The guitar is a musical instrument[image: External link] classified as a fretted[image: External link] string instrument[image: External link] with anywhere from four to 18 strings, usually having six.[citation needed[image: External link]] The sound is projected either acoustically, using a hollow wooden or plastic and wood box (for an acoustic guitar[image: External link]), or through electrical amplifier and a speaker[image: External link] (for an electric guitar[image: External link]). It is typically played by strumming or plucking the strings with the fingers, thumb or fingernails of the right hand or with a pick[image: External link] while fretting (or pressing against the frets[image: External link]) the strings with the fingers of the left hand. The guitar is a type of chordophone[image: External link], traditionally constructed from wood and strung with either gut, nylon[image: External link] or steel strings and distinguished from other chordophones by its construction and tuning. The modern guitar was preceded by the gittern[image: External link], the vihuela[image: External link], the four- course[image: External link] Renaissance guitar[image: External link], and the five-course baroque guitar[image: External link], all of which contributed to the development of the modern six-string instrument.

There are three main types of modern acoustic[image: External link] guitar: the classical guitar[image: External link] (nylon-string guitar), the steel-string acoustic guitar[image: External link], and the archtop guitar[image: External link], which is sometimes called a "jazz guitar[image: External link]". The tone of an acoustic guitar is produced by the strings' vibration, amplified by the hollow body of the guitar, which acts as a resonating chamber[image: External link]. The classical guitar is often played as a solo[image: External link] instrument using a comprehensive finger-picking[image: External link] technique where each string is plucked individually by the player's fingers, as opposed to being strummed. The term "finger-picking" can also refer to a specific tradition of folk, blues, bluegrass, and country guitar playing in the United States. The acoustic bass guitar[image: External link] is a low-pitched instrument that is one octave below a regular guitar.

Electric guitars[image: External link], introduced in the 1930s, use an amplifier[image: External link] and a loudspeaker[image: External link] that both makes the sound of the instrument loud enough for the performers and audience to hear, and, given that it produces an electric signal when played, that can electronically manipulate and shape the tone using an equalizer[image: External link] (e.g., bass and treble tone controls) and a huge variety of electronic effects units[image: External link], the most commonly used ones being distortion (or "overdrive")[image: External link] and reverb[image: External link]. Early amplified guitars employed a hollow body, but a solid wood body was eventually found more suitable during the 1960s and 1970s, as it was less prone to unwanted acoustic feedback[image: External link] "howls". As with acoustic guitars, there are a number of types of electric guitars, including hollowbody guitars, archtop guitars[image: External link] (used in jazz guitar[image: External link], blues[image: External link] and rockabilly[image: External link]) and solid-body guitars[image: External link], which are widely used in rock music[image: External link].

The loud, amplified sound and sonic power of the electric guitar played through a guitar amp has played a key role in the development of blues[image: External link] and rock music[image: External link], both as an accompaniment[image: External link] instrument (playing riffs[image: External link] and chords[image: External link]) and performing guitar solos[image: External link], and in many rock subgenres, notably heavy metal music[image: External link] and punk rock[image: External link]. The electric guitar has had a major influence on popular culture[image: External link]. The guitar is used in a wide variety of musical genres worldwide. It is recognized as a primary instrument in genres such as blues[image: External link], bluegrass[image: External link], country[image: External link], flamenco[image: External link], folk[image: External link], jazz[image: External link], jota[image: External link], mariachi[image: External link], metal[image: External link], punk[image: External link], reggae[image: External link], rock[image: External link], soul[image: External link], and many forms of pop.
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 History




Main article: History of the classical guitar[image: External link]


See also: Lute § History and evolution of the lute[image: External link], Gittern[image: External link], and Citole § Origins[image: External link]


Before the development of the electric guitar and the use of synthetic materials, a guitar was defined as being an instrument having "a long, fretted neck, flat wooden soundboard[image: External link], ribs, and a flat back, most often with incurved sides."[1] The term is used to refer to a number of chordophones[image: External link] that were developed and used across Europe, beginning in the 12th century and, later, in the Americas.[2] A 3,300-year-old stone carving of a Hittite[image: External link] bard playing a stringed instrument is the oldest iconographic representation of a chordophone and clay plaques from Babylonia[image: External link] show people playing an instrument that has a strong resemblance to the guitar, indicating a possible Babylonian[image: External link] origin for the guitar.[1]

The modern word guitar, and its antecedents, has been applied to a wide variety of chordophones since classical times and as such causes confusion. The English word guitar, the German Gitarre, and the French guitare were all adopted from the Spanish guitarra, which comes from the Andalusian Arabic[image: External link] قيثارة (qitara)[3] and the Latin cithara, which in turn came from the Ancient Greek[image: External link] κιθάρα ( kithara[image: External link]).[A]

Many influences are cited as antecedents to the modern guitar. Although the development of the earliest "guitars" is lost in the history of medieval Spain, two instruments are commonly cited as their most influential predecessors, the European lute[image: External link] and its cousin, the four-string oud[image: External link]; the latter was brought to Iberia by the Moors[image: External link] in the 8th century.[5]

At least two instruments called "guitars" were in use in Spain by 1200: the guitarra latina[image: External link] (Latin guitar) and the so-called guitarra morisca[image: External link] (Moorish guitar). The guitarra morisca had a rounded back, wide fingerboard, and several sound holes. The guitarra Latina had a single sound hole and a narrower neck. By the 14th century the qualifiers "moresca" or "morisca" and "latina" had been dropped, and these two cordophones were simply referred to as guitars.[6]

The Spanish vihuela[image: External link], called in Italian the "viola da mano", a guitar-like instrument of the 15th and 16th centuries, is widely considered to have been the single most important influence in the development of the baroque guitar. It had six courses (usually), lute-like tuning[image: External link] in fourths and a guitar-like body, although early representations reveal an instrument with a sharply cut waist. It was also larger than the contemporary four-course guitars. By the 16th century, the vihuela's construction had more in common with the modern guitar, with its curved one-piece ribs, than with the viols, and more like a larger version of the contemporary four- course[image: External link] guitars. The vihuela enjoyed only a relatively short period of popularity in Spain and Italy during an era dominated elsewhere in Europe by the lute[image: External link]; the last surviving published music for the instrument appeared in 1576.[7]

Meanwhile, the five-course baroque guitar[image: External link], which was documented in Spain from the middle of the 16th century, enjoyed popularity, especially in Spain, Italy and France from the late 16th century to the mid-18th century.[B][C] In Portugal, the word viola referred to the guitar, as guitarra meant the "Portuguese guitar[image: External link]", a variety of cittern[image: External link].
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 Types




Guitars can be divided into two broad categories, acoustic and electric guitars. Within each of these categories, there are also further sub-categories. For example, an electric guitar can be purchased in a six-string model (the most common model) or in seven or 12-string models.
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 Acoustic




Main article: Acoustic guitar[image: External link]


See also: Extended-range classical guitar[image: External link], Flamenco guitar[image: External link], Guitar battente[image: External link], Guitarrón mexicano[image: External link], Harp guitar[image: External link], Russian guitar[image: External link], Selmer guitar[image: External link], and Tenor guitar[image: External link]


Acoustic guitars form several notable subcategories within the acoustic guitar group: classical and flamenco guitars[image: External link]; steel-string guitars, which include the flat-topped, or "folk", guitar; twelve-string guitars[image: External link]; and the arched-top guitar. The acoustic guitar group also includes unamplified guitars designed to play in different registers, such as the acoustic bass guitar, which has a similar tuning to that of the electric bass guitar.
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 Renaissance and Baroque




Main article: Baroque guitar[image: External link]


Renaissance and Baroque guitars are the ancestors of the modern classical[image: External link] and flamenco guitar[image: External link]. They are substantially smaller, more delicate in construction, and generate less volume. The strings are paired in courses as in a modern 12-string guitar[image: External link], but they only have four or five courses of strings rather than six single strings normally used now. They were more often used as rhythm instruments in ensembles than as solo instruments, and can often be seen in that role in early music[image: External link] performances. (Gaspar Sanz[image: External link]'s Instrucción de Música sobre la Guitarra Española of 1674 contains his whole output for the solo guitar.)[8] Renaissance[image: External link] and Baroque[image: External link] guitars are easily distinguished because the Renaissance guitar is very plain and the Baroque guitar is very ornate, with ivory or wood inlays all over the neck and body, and a paper-cutout inverted "wedding cake" inside the hole.
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 Classical




Main article: Classical guitar[image: External link]


Classical guitars, also known as "Spanish" guitars, are typically strung with nylon strings, plucked with the fingers, played in a seated position and are used to play a diversity of musical styles including classical music[image: External link]. The classical guitar's wide, flat neck allows the musician to play scales, arpeggios, and certain chord forms more easily and with less adjacent string interference than on other styles of guitar. Flamenco guitars[image: External link] are very similar in construction, but they are associated with a more percussive tone. In Portugal, the same instrument is often used with steel strings particularly in its role within fado[image: External link] music. The guitar is called viola[image: External link], or violão[image: External link] in Brazil, where it is often used with an extra seventh string by choro[image: External link] musicians to provide extra bass support.

In Mexico, the popular mariachi[image: External link] band includes a range of guitars, from the small requinto[image: External link] to the guitarrón[image: External link], a guitar larger than a cello, which is tuned in the bass register. In Colombia, the traditional quartet includes a range of instruments too, from the small bandola[image: External link] (sometimes known as the Deleuze-Guattari, for use when traveling or in confined rooms or spaces), to the slightly larger tiple[image: External link], to the full-sized classical guitar. The requinto also appears in other Latin-American countries as a complementary member of the guitar family, with its smaller size and scale, permitting more projection for the playing of single-lined melodies. Modern dimensions of the classical instrument were established by the Spaniard Antonio de Torres Jurado[image: External link] (1817–1892).[9]
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 Flat-top




Main article: Steel-string acoustic guitar[image: External link]


Flat-top or steel-string guitars are similar to the classical guitar[image: External link], however, within the varied sizes of the steel-stringed guitar the body size is usually significantly larger than a classical guitar, and has a narrower, reinforced neck and stronger structural design. The robust X-bracing typical of the steel-string was developed in the 1840s by German-American luthiers, of whom Christian Friedrich "C. F." Martin[image: External link] is the best known. Originally used on gut-strung instruments, the strength of the system allowed the guitar to withstand the additional tension of steel strings when this fortunate combination arose in the early 20th century. The steel strings produce a brighter tone, and according to many players, a louder sound. The acoustic guitar is used in many kinds of music including folk, country, bluegrass, pop, jazz, and blues. Many variations are possible from the roughly classical-sized OO and Parlour[image: External link] to the large Dreadnought[image: External link] (the most commonly available type) and Jumbo. Ovation[image: External link] makes a modern variation, with a rounded back/side assembly molded from artificial materials.
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 Archtop




Main article: Archtop guitar[image: External link]


Archtop guitars are steel-string instruments in which the top (and often the back) of the instrument are carved, from a solid billet, into a curved, rather than a flat, shape. This violin-like construction is usually credited to the American Orville Gibson[image: External link]. Lloyd Loar[image: External link] of the Gibson Mandolin-Guitar Mfg. Co[image: External link] introduced the violin-inspired "F"-shaped hole design now usually associated with archtop guitars, after designing a style of mandolin[image: External link] of the same type. The typical archtop guitar has a large, deep, hollow body whose form is much like that of a mandolin or a violin-family instrument. Nowadays, most archtops are equipped with magnetic pickups, and they are therefore both acoustic and electric. F-hole archtop guitars were immediately adopted, upon their release, by both jazz[image: External link] and country[image: External link] musicians, and have remained particularly popular in jazz music, usually with flatwound strings.
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 Resonator, resophonic or Dobros




Main articles: Resonator guitar[image: External link] and Dobro[image: External link]


All three principal types of resonator guitars were invented by the Slovak-American John Dopyera[image: External link] (1893–1988) for the National and Dobro (Dopyera Brothers) companies. Similar to the flat top guitar in appearance, but with a body that may be made of brass, nickel-silver, or steel as well as wood, the sound of the resonator guitar is produced by one or more aluminum resonator cones mounted in the middle of the top. The physical principle of the guitar is therefore similar to the loudspeaker[image: External link].

The original purpose of the resonator was to produce a very loud sound; this purpose has been largely superseded by electrical amplification[image: External link], but the resonator guitar is still played because of its distinctive tone. Resonator guitars may have either one or three resonator cones. The method of transmitting sound resonance to the cone is either a "biscuit" bridge, made of a small piece of hardwood at the vertex of the cone (Nationals), or a "spider" bridge, made of metal and mounted around the rim of the (inverted) cone (Dobros). Three-cone resonators always use a specialized metal bridge. The type of resonator guitar with a neck with a square cross-section—called "square neck" or "Hawaiian"—is usually played face up, on the lap of the seated player, and often with a metal or glass slide[image: External link]. The round neck resonator guitars are normally played in the same fashion as other guitars, although slides are also often used, especially in blues.
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 Twelve-string




Main article: Twelve-string guitar[image: External link]


The twelve-string guitar[image: External link] usually has steel strings, and it is widely used in folk music[image: External link], blues[image: External link], and rock and roll[image: External link]. Rather than having only six strings, the 12-string guitar has six courses[image: External link] made up of two strings each, like a mandolin[image: External link] or lute[image: External link]. The highest two courses are tuned in unison, while the others are tuned in octaves. The 12-string guitar is also made in electric forms. The chime-like sound of the 12-string electric guitar was the basis of jangle pop[image: External link].
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 Acoustic bass




Main article: Acoustic bass guitar[image: External link]


The acoustic bass guitar is a bass instrument with a hollow wooden body similar to, though usually somewhat larger than, that of a 6-string acoustic guitar. Like the traditional electric bass guitar[image: External link] and the double bass[image: External link], the acoustic bass guitar commonly has four strings, which are normally tuned E-A-D-G, an octave[image: External link] below the lowest four strings of the 6-string guitar, which is the same tuning pitch as an electric bass guitar. It can, more rarely, be found with 5 or 6 strings, which provides a wider range of notes to be played with less movement up and down the neck.
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 Electric




Main article: Electric guitar[image: External link]


Electric guitars can have solid, semi-hollow, or hollow bodies; solid bodies produce little sound without amplification. Electromagnetic[image: External link] pickups[image: External link] convert the vibration of the steel strings into signals[image: External link], which are fed to an amplifier[image: External link] through a patch cable[image: External link] or radio[image: External link] transmitter[image: External link]. The sound is frequently modified by other electronic devices (effects units[image: External link]) or the natural distortion[image: External link] of valves (vacuum tubes[image: External link]) or the pre-amp in the amplifier. There are two main types of magnetic pickups, single[image: External link]- and double-coil (or humbucker[image: External link]), each of which can be passive[image: External link] or active[image: External link]. The electric guitar is used extensively in jazz[image: External link], blues[image: External link], R & B[image: External link], and rock and roll[image: External link]. The first successful magnetic pickup for a guitar was invented by George Beauchamp[image: External link], and incorporated into the 1931 Ro-Pat-In (later Rickenbacker[image: External link]) "Frying Pan"[image: External link] lap steel; other manufacturers, notably Gibson[image: External link], soon began to install pickups in archtop models. After World War II the completely solid-body electric was popularized by Gibson in collaboration with Les Paul[image: External link], and independently by Leo Fender[image: External link] of Fender Music[image: External link]. The lower fretboard action[image: External link] (the height of the strings from the fingerboard), lighter (thinner) strings, and its electrical amplification lend the electric guitar to techniques less frequently used on acoustic guitars. These include tapping[image: External link], extensive use of legato[image: External link] through pull-offs[image: External link] and hammer-ons[image: External link] (also known as slurs), pinch harmonics[image: External link], volume swells[image: External link], and use of a tremolo arm[image: External link] or effects pedals[image: External link].

Some electric guitar models feature piezoelectric[image: External link] pickups, which function as transducers[image: External link] to provide a sound closer to that of an acoustic guitar with the flip of a switch or knob, rather than switching guitars. Those that combine piezoelectric pickups and magnetic pickups are sometimes known as hybrid guitars.[10]

Hybrids of acoustic and electric guitars are also common. There are also more exotic varieties, such as guitars with two[image: External link], three,[11] or rarely four necks, all manner of alternate string arrangements, fretless fingerboards[image: External link] (used almost exclusively on bass guitars, meant to emulate the sound of a stand-up bass[image: External link]), 5.1 surround guitar[image: External link], and such.
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 Seven-string and eight-string




Main articles: Seven-string guitar[image: External link] and eight-string guitar[image: External link]


Solid body seven-string guitars were popularized in the 1980s and 1990s. Other artists go a step further, by using an eight-string guitar with two extra low strings. Although the most common seven-string has a low B string, Roger McGuinn[image: External link] (of The Byrds[image: External link] and Rickenbacker[image: External link]) uses an octave G string paired with the regular G string as on a 12-string guitar, allowing him to incorporate chiming 12-string elements in standard six-string playing. In 1982 Uli Jon Roth[image: External link] developed the "Sky Guitar", with a vastly extended number of frets, which was the first guitar to venture into the upper registers of the violin. Roth's seven-string and "Mighty Wing" guitar features a wider octave range.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Electric bass




Main article: Bass guitar[image: External link]


The bass guitar (also called an "electric bass", or simply a "bass") is similar in appearance and construction to an electric guitar, but with a longer neck and scale length[image: External link], and four to six strings. The four-string bass, by far the most common, is usually tuned the same as the double bass[image: External link], which corresponds to pitches one octave lower than the four lowest pitched strings of a guitar (E, A, D, and G). The bass guitar is a transposing instrument[image: External link], as it is notated in bass clef[image: External link] an octave higher than it sounds (as is the double bass) to avoid excessive ledger lines[image: External link]. Like the electric guitar, the bass guitar has pickups[image: External link] and it is plugged into an amplifier and speaker[image: External link] for live performances.
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 Construction
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 Handedness




Modern guitars can be constructed to suit both left- and right-handed players. Normally, the dominant hand (in most people, the right hand) is used to pluck or strum the strings. This is similar to the convention of the violin[image: External link] family of instruments where the right hand controls the bow.

Left-handed players sometimes choose an opposite-handed (mirror) instrument, although some play in a standard-handed manner, others play a standard-handed guitar reversed, and still others (for example Jimi Hendrix[image: External link]) play a standard-handed guitar strung in reverse. This last configuration differs from a true opposite handed guitar in that the saddle is normally angled in such a way that the bass strings are slightly longer than the treble strings to improve intonation[image: External link]. Reversing the strings therefore reverses the relative orientation of the saddle (negatively affecting intonation), although in Hendrix's case, this is believed to have been an important element in his unique sound.
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 Components
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 Head




Main article: Headstock[image: External link]


See also: Nut (string instrument)[image: External link]


The headstock is located at the end of the guitar neck farthest from the body. It is fitted with machine heads that adjust the tension of the strings, which in turn affects the pitch. The traditional tuner layout is "3+3", in which each side of the headstock has three tuners (such as on Gibson Les Pauls[image: External link]). In this layout, the headstocks are commonly symmetrical. Many guitars feature other layouts, including six-in-line tuners (featured on Fender Stratocasters[image: External link]) or even "4+2" (e.g. Ernie Ball Music Man). Some guitars (such as Steinbergers[image: External link]) do not have headstocks at all, in which case the tuning machines are located elsewhere, either on the body or the bridge.

The nut is a small strip of bone[image: External link], plastic[image: External link], brass[image: External link], corian[image: External link], graphite[image: External link], stainless steel[image: External link], or other medium-hard material, at the joint where the headstock meets the fretboard. Its grooves guide the strings onto the fretboard, giving consistent lateral string placement. It is one of the endpoints of the strings' vibrating length. It must be accurately cut, or it can contribute to tuning problems due to string slippage or string buzz. To reduce string friction in the nut, which can adversely affect tuning stability, some guitarists fit a roller nut. Some instruments use a zero fret just in front of the nut. In this case the nut is used only for lateral alignment of the strings, the string height and length being dictated by the zero fret.
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 Neck




Main article: Neck (music)[image: External link]


See also: Fingerboard[image: External link], Fret[image: External link], Truss rod[image: External link], Inlay (guitar)[image: External link], Set-in neck[image: External link], Bolt-on neck[image: External link], and Neck-through[image: External link]


A guitar's frets[image: External link], fretboard[image: External link], tuners[image: External link], headstock[image: External link], and truss rod[image: External link], all attached to a long wooden extension, collectively constitute its neck[image: External link]. The wood used to make the fretboard usually differs from the wood in the rest of the neck. The bending stress on the neck is considerable, particularly when heavier gauge strings are used (see Tuning[image: External link]), and the ability of the neck to resist bending (see Truss rod) is important to the guitar's ability to hold a constant pitch during tuning or when strings are fretted. The rigidity of the neck with respect to the body of the guitar is one determinant of a good instrument versus a poor-quality one.

The shape of the neck (from a cross-sectional perspective) can also vary, from a gentle "C" curve to a more pronounced "V" curve. There are many different types of neck profiles available, giving the guitarist many options. Some aspects to consider in a guitar neck may be the overall width of the fretboard, scale (distance between the frets), the neck wood, the type of neck construction (for example, the neck may be glued in or bolted on), and the shape (profile) of the back of the neck. Other types of material used to make guitar necks are graphite ( Steinberger[image: External link] guitars), aluminum (Kramer Guitars[image: External link], Travis Bean[image: External link] and Veleno guitars[image: External link]), or carbon fiber (Modulus Guitars[image: External link] and ThreeGuitars). Double neck[image: External link] electric guitars have two necks, allowing the musician to quickly switch between guitar sounds.

The neck joint or heel is the point at which the neck is either bolted or glued to the body of the guitar. Almost all acoustic steel-string guitars, with the primary exception of Taylors, have glued (otherwise known as set) necks, while electric guitars are constructed using both types. Most classical guitars have a neck and headblock carved from one piece of wood, known as a "Spanish heel." Commonly used set neck joints include mortise and tenon[image: External link] joints (such as those used by C. F. Martin & Co.), dovetail joints (also used by C. F. Martin on the D-28 and similar models) and Spanish heel neck joints, which are named after the shoe they resemble and commonly found in classical guitars. All three types offer stability.

Bolt-on necks, though they are historically associated with cheaper instruments, do offer greater flexibility in the guitar's set-up, and allow easier access for neck joint maintenance and repairs. Another type of neck, only available for solid body electric guitars, is the neck-through-body[image: External link] construction. These are designed so that everything from the machine heads down to the bridge are located on the same piece of wood. The sides (also known as wings) of the guitar are then glued to this central piece. Some luthiers prefer this method of construction as they claim it allows better sustain of each note. Some instruments may not have a neck joint at all, having the neck and sides built as one piece and the body built around it.

The fingerboard[image: External link], also called the fretboard, is a piece of wood embedded with metal frets that comprises the top of the neck. It is flat on classical guitars and slightly curved crosswise on acoustic and electric guitars. The curvature of the fretboard is measured by the fretboard radius, which is the radius of a hypothetical circle of which the fretboard's surface constitutes a segment. The smaller the fretboard radius, the more noticeably curved the fretboard is. Most modern guitars feature a 12" neck radius, while older guitars from the 1960s and 1970s usually feature a 6-8" neck radius. Pinching a string against a fret on fretboard effectively shortens the vibrating length of the string, producing a higher pitch.

Fretboards are most commonly made of rosewood[image: External link], ebony[image: External link], maple[image: External link], and sometimes manufactured using composite materials such as HPL or resin. See the section "Neck" below for the importance of the length of the fretboard in connection to other dimensions of the guitar. The fingerboard plays an essential role in the treble tone for acoustic guitars. The quality of vibration of the fingerboard is the principal characteristic for generating the best treble tone. For that reason, ebony wood is better, but because of high use, ebony has become rare and extremely expensive. Most guitar manufacturers have adopted rosewood instead of ebony.
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 Frets




Almost all guitars have frets, which are metal strips (usually nickel alloy or stainless steel) embedded along the fretboard and located at exact points that divide the scale length in accordance with a specific mathematical formula. The exceptions include fretless bass[image: External link] guitars and very rare fretless guitars. Pressing a string against a fret determines the strings' vibrating length and therefore its resultant pitch. The pitch of each consecutive fret is defined at a half-step interval on the chromatic scale[image: External link]. Standard classical guitars have 19 frets and electric guitars between 21 and 24 frets, although guitars have been made with as many as 27 frets. Frets are laid out to accomplish an equal tempered[image: External link] division of the octave. Each set of twelve frets represents an octave. The twelfth fret divides the scale length[image: External link] exactly into two halves, and the 24th fret position divides one of those halves in half again.

The ratio[image: External link] of the spacing of two consecutive frets is (twelfth root of two[image: External link]). In practice, luthiers[image: External link] determine fret positions using the constant 17.817—an approximation to 1/(1-1/). If the nth fret is a distance x from the bridge, then the distance from the (n+1)th fret to the bridge is x-(x/17.817).[12] Frets are available in several different gauges and can be fitted according to player preference. Among these are "jumbo" frets, which have much thicker gauge, allowing for use of a slight vibrato technique from pushing the string down harder and softer. "Scalloped" fretboards, where the wood of the fretboard itself is "scooped out" between the frets, allow a dramatic vibrato effect. Fine frets, much flatter, allow a very low string-action[image: External link] but require that other conditions, such as curvature of the neck, be well-maintained to prevent buzz.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Truss rod




The truss rod is a thin, strong metal rod that runs along the inside of the neck. It is used to correct changes to the neck's curvature caused by aging of the neck timbers, changes in humidity, or to compensate for changes in the tension of strings. The tension of the rod and neck assembly is adjusted by a hex nut or an allen-key bolt on the rod, usually located either at the headstock, sometimes under a cover, or just inside the body of the guitar underneath the fretboard and accessible through the sound hole. Some truss rods can only be accessed by removing the neck. The truss rod counteracts the immense amount of tension the strings place on the neck, bringing the neck back to a straighter position. Turning the truss rod clockwise tightens it, counteracting the tension of the strings and straightening the neck or creating a backward bow. Turning the truss rod counter-clockwise loosens it, allowing string tension to act on the neck and creating a forward bow.

Adjusting the truss rod affects the intonation of a guitar as well as the height of the strings from the fingerboard, called the action[image: External link]. Some truss rod systems, called double action truss systems, tighten both ways, pushing the neck both forward and backward (standard truss rods can only release to a point beyond which the neck is no longer compressed and pulled backward). The artist and luthier[image: External link] Irving Sloane pointed out, in his book Steel-String Guitar Construction, that truss rods are intended primarily to remedy concave bowing of the neck, but cannot correct a neck with "back bow" or one that has become twisted.[ page needed[image: External link]] Classical guitars do not require truss rods, as their nylon strings exert a lower tensile force with lesser potential to cause structural problems. However, their necks are often reinforced with a strip of harder wood, such as an ebony[image: External link] strip that runs down the back of a cedar[image: External link] neck. There is no tension adjustment on this form of reinforcement.
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 Inlays




Inlays are visual elements set into the exterior surface of a guitar, both for decoration and artistic purposes and, in the case of the markings on the 3rd, 5th, 7th and 12th fret (and in higher octaves), to provide guidance to the performer about the location of frets on the instrument. The typical locations for inlay are on the fretboard, headstock, and on acoustic guitars around the soundhole, known as the rosette[image: External link]. Inlays range from simple plastic dots on the fretboard to intricate works of art covering the entire exterior surface of a guitar (front and back). Some guitar players have used LEDs[image: External link] in the fretboard to produce unique lighting effects onstage. Fretboard inlays are most commonly shaped like dots, diamond shapes, parallelograms, or large blocks in between the frets.

Dots are usually inlaid into the upper edge of the fretboard in the same positions, small enough to be visible only to the player. These usually appear on the odd numbered frets, but also on the 12th fret (the one octave[image: External link] mark) instead of the 11th and 13th frets. Some older or high-end instruments have inlays made of mother of pearl, abalone, ivory, colored wood or other exotic materials and designs. Simpler inlays are often made of plastic or painted. High-end classical guitars seldom have fretboard inlays as a well-trained player is expected to know his or her way around the instrument. In addition to fretboard inlay, the headstock and soundhole surround are also frequently inlaid. The manufacturer's logo or a small design is often inlaid into the headstock. Rosette designs vary from simple concentric circles to delicate fretwork mimicking the historic rosette of lutes. Bindings that edge the finger and sound boards are sometimes inlaid. Some instruments have a filler strip running down the length and behind the neck, used for strength or to fill the cavity through which the truss rod was installed in the neck.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Body




Main articles: Sound box[image: External link], Solid body[image: External link], Bridge (instrument)[image: External link], and Pickguard[image: External link]


See also: Tremolo arm[image: External link]


In acoustic guitars, string vibration is transmitted through the bridge and saddle to the body via sound board[image: External link]. The sound board is typically made of tone woods such as spruce or cedar. Timbers for tone woods are chosen for both strength and ability to transfer mechanical energy from the strings to the air within the guitar body. Sound is further shaped by the characteristics of the guitar body's resonant cavity. In expensive instruments, the entire body is made of wood. In inexpensive instruments, the back may be made of plastic.

In an acoustic instrument, the body of the guitar is a major determinant of the overall sound quality. The guitar top, or soundboard, is a finely crafted and engineered element made of tonewoods[image: External link] such as spruce[image: External link] and red cedar[image: External link]. This thin piece of wood, often only 2 or 3 mm thick, is strengthened by differing types of internal bracing[image: External link]. Many luthiers consider the top the dominant factor in determining the sound quality. The majority of the instrument's sound is heard through the vibration of the guitar top as the energy of the vibrating strings is transferred to it. The body of an acoustic guitar has a sound hole through which sound projects. The sound hole is usually a round hole in the top of the guitar under the strings. Air inside the body vibrates as the guitar top and body is vibrated by the strings, and the response of the air cavity at different frequencies is characterized, like the rest of the guitar body, by a number of resonance modes at which it responds more strongly.

The top, back and ribs of an acoustic guitar body are very thin (1–2 mm), so a flexible piece of wood called lining is glued into the corners where the rib meets the top and back. This interior reinforcement provides 5 to 20 mm of solid gluing area for these corner joints. Solid linings are often used in classical guitars, while kerfed lining is most often found in steel string acoustics. Kerfed lining is also called kerfing because it is scored, or "kerfed"(incompletely sawn through), to allow it to bend with the shape of the rib). During final construction, a small section of the outside corners is carved or routed out and filled with binding material on the outside corners and decorative strips of material next to the binding, which are called purfling[image: External link]. This binding serves to seal off the end grain of the top and back. Purfling can also appear on the back of an acoustic guitar, marking the edge joints of the two or three sections of the back. Binding and purfling materials are generally made of either wood or plastic.

Body size, shape and style has changed over time. 19th century guitars, now known as salon guitars, were smaller than modern instruments. Differing patterns of internal bracing have been used over time by luthiers. Torres, Hauser, Ramirez, Fleta, and C. F. Martin[image: External link] were among the most influential designers of their time. Bracing not only strengthens the top against potential collapse due to the stress exerted by the tensioned strings, but also affects the resonance characteristics of the top. The back and sides are made out of a variety of timbers such as mahogany, Indian rosewood[image: External link] and highly regarded Brazilian rosewood (Dalbergia nigra). Each one is primarily chosen for their aesthetic effect and can be decorated with inlays and purfling.

Instruments with larger areas for the guitar top were introduced by Martin in an attempt to create louder volume levels. The popularity of the larger " dreadnought[image: External link]" body size amongst acoustic performers is related to the greater sound volume produced.

Most electric guitar bodies are made of wood and include a plastic pick guard. Boards wide enough to use as a solid body are very expensive due to the worldwide depletion of hardwood stock since the 1970s, so the wood is rarely one solid piece. Most bodies are made from two pieces of wood with some of them including a seam running down the center line of the body. The most common woods used for electric guitar body construction include maple[image: External link], basswood[image: External link], ash[image: External link], poplar[image: External link], alder[image: External link], and mahogany[image: External link]. Many bodies consist of good-sounding but inexpensive woods, like ash, with a "top", or thin layer of another, more attractive wood (such as maple with a natural "flame" pattern) glued to the top of the basic wood. Guitars constructed like this are often called "flame tops". The body is usually carved or routed to accept the other elements, such as the bridge, pickup, neck, and other electronic components. Most electrics have a polyurethane or nitrocellulose[image: External link] lacquer finish. Other alternative materials to wood are used in guitar body construction. Some of these include carbon composites, plastic material (such as polycarbonate), and aluminum alloys.

The main purpose of the bridge on an acoustic guitar is to transfer the vibration from the strings to the soundboard, which vibrates the air inside of the guitar, thereby amplifying the sound produced by the strings. On all electric, acoustic and original guitars, the bridge holds the strings in place on the body. There are many varied bridge designs. There may be some mechanism for raising or lowering the bridge saddles to adjust the distance between the strings and the fretboard ( action[image: External link]), or fine-tuning the intonation of the instrument. Some are spring-loaded and feature a "whammy bar[image: External link]", a removable arm that lets the player modulate the pitch by changing the tension on the strings. The whammy bar is sometimes also referred to as a "tremolo bar". (See Tremolo[image: External link] for further discussion of this term—the effect of rapidly changing pitch produced by a whammy bar is more correctly called "vibrato".) Some bridges also allow for alternate tunings at the touch of a button.

On almost all modern electric guitars, the bridge has saddles that are adjustable for each string so that intonation stays correct up and down the neck. If the open string is in tune, but sharp or flat when frets are pressed, the bridge saddle position can be adjusted with a screwdriver or hex key to remedy the problem. In general, flat notes are corrected by moving the saddle forward and sharp notes by moving it backwards. On an instrument correctly adjusted for intonation, the actual length of each string from the nut to the bridge saddle is slightly but measurably longer than the scale length[image: External link] of the instrument. This additional length is called compensation, which flattens all notes a bit to compensate for the sharping of all fretted notes caused by stretching the string during fretting.

The saddle of a guitar refers to the part of the bridge that physically supports the strings. It may be one piece (typically on acoustic guitars) or separate pieces, one for each string (electric guitars and basses). The saddle's basic purpose is to provide the end point for the string's vibration at the correct location for proper intonation, and on acoustic guitars to transfer the vibrations through the bridge into the top wood of the guitar. Saddles are typically made of plastic or bone for acoustic guitars, though synthetics and some exotic animal tooth variations (e.g. fossilized tooth, ivory, etc. ) have become popular with some players. Electric guitar saddles are typically metal, though some synthetic saddles are available.

The pickguard, also known as the scratchplate, is usually a piece of laminated plastic or other material that protects the finish of the top of the guitar from damage due to the use of a plectrum ("pick") or fingernails. Electric guitars sometimes mount pickups and electronics on the pickguard. It is a common feature on steel-string acoustic guitars. Some performance styles that use the guitar as a percussion instrument (tapping the top or sides between notes, etc.), such as flamenco[image: External link], require that a scratchplate or pickguard be fitted to nylon-string instruments.
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 Strings




See also: Classical guitar strings[image: External link]


The standard guitar has six strings[image: External link], but four-[image: External link], seven-[image: External link], eight-[image: External link], nine-[image: External link], ten-[image: External link], eleven-[image: External link], twelve-[image: External link], thirteen-[image: External link] and eighteen-string[image: External link] guitars are also available. Classical and flamenco guitars historically used gut[image: External link] strings, but these have been superseded by polymer materials, such as nylon and fluorocarbon. Modern guitar strings[image: External link] are constructed from metal, polymers, or animal or plant product materials. Instruments utilizing "steel" strings may have strings made from alloys incorporating steel, nickel or phosphor bronze. Bass strings for both instruments are wound rather than monofilament.
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 Pickups and electronics




Main article: Pick up (music technology)[image: External link]


Pickups[image: External link] are transducers[image: External link] attached to a guitar that detect (or "pick up") string vibrations and convert the mechanical energy of the string into electrical energy. The resultant electrical signal can then be electronically amplified[image: External link]. The most common type of pickup is electromagnetic[image: External link] in design. These contain magnets that are tightly wrapped in a coil, or coils, of copper wire. Such pickups are usually placed right underneath the guitar strings. Electromagnetic pickups work on the same principles and in a similar manner to an electrical generator[image: External link]. The vibration of the strings creates a small voltage in the coils surrounding the magnets. This signal voltage is carried to a guitar amplifier[image: External link] that drives a loudspeaker[image: External link].

Traditional electromagnetic pickups are either single-coil[image: External link] or double-coil. Single-coil pickups are susceptible to noise induced from electric fields, usually mains-frequency (60 or 50 hertz) hum. The introduction of the double-coil humbucker[image: External link] in the mid-1950s did away with this problem through the use of two coils, one of which is wired in a reverse polarity orientation.

The types and models of pickups used can greatly affect the tone of the guitar. Typically, humbuckers, which are two magnet–coil assemblies attached to each other are traditionally associated with a heavier sound. Single-coil pickups, one magnet wrapped in copper wire, are used by guitarists seeking a brighter, twangier sound with greater dynamic range.

Modern pickups are tailored to the sound desired. A commonly applied approximation used in selection of a pickup is that less wire (lower DC resistance) = brighter sound, more wire = "fat" tone. Other options include specialized switching that produces coil-splitting, in/out of phase and other effects. Guitar circuits are either active, needing a battery to power their circuit, or, as in most cases, equipped with a passive circuit.

Fender Stratocaster[image: External link]-type guitars generally utilize three single-coil pickups, while most Gibson Les Paul[image: External link] types use humbucker pickups.

Piezoelectric, or piezo, pickups represent another class of pickup. These employ piezoelectricity[image: External link] to generate the musical signal and are popular in hybrid electro-acoustic guitars. A crystal is located under each string, usually in the saddle. When the string vibrates, the shape of the crystal is distorted, and the stresses associated with this change produce tiny voltages across the crystal that can be amplified and manipulated.

Some piezo-equipped guitars use a hexaphonic pickup. "Hex" is a prefix meaning six. A hexaphonic pickup produces a separate output for each string, usually from a discrete piezoelectric or magnetic pickup for each string. This arrangement lets on-board or external electronics process the strings individually for modeling or MIDI[image: External link] conversion. Roland[image: External link] makes hexaphonic pickups for guitar and bass, and a line of guitar modeling and synthesis products. Line 6's[image: External link] hexaphonic-equipped Variax[image: External link] guitars use on-board electronics to model the sound after various vintage instruments, and vary pitch on individual strings.

MIDI converters use a hexaphonic guitar signal to determine pitch, duration, attack, and decay characteristics. The MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface[image: External link]) sends the note information to an internal or external sound bank device. The resulting sound closely mimics numerous instruments. The MIDI setup can also let the guitar be used as a game controller (i.e., Rock Band Squier) or as an instructional tool, as with the Fretlight Guitar.

On guitars that have them, these components and the wires that connect them allow the player to control some aspects of the sound like volume or tone using knobs, switches, or buttons. The most basic electronic control is a volume knob. Some guitars also have a tone-control knob, and some guitars with multiple pickups have pickup selector switches or knobs to determine which pickup(s) are activated. These at their simplest consist of passive components such as potentiometers[image: External link] and capacitors[image: External link], but may also include specialized integrated circuits[image: External link] or other active components requiring batteries[image: External link] for power, for preamplification and signal processing, or even for electronic tuning[image: External link]. In many cases the electronics have some sort of shielding to prevent pickup of external interference and noise.
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 Tuning




Main article: Guitar tunings[image: External link]


See also: Stringed instrument tunings[image: External link]


Notationally, the guitar is considered a transposing instrument[image: External link]. Its pitch sounds one octave lower than it is notated on a score.
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 Standard




A variety of tunings may be used. The most common tuning, known as "Standard Tuning", has the strings tuned from a low E, to a high E, traversing a two octave range—EADGBE. When all strings are played open the resulting chord is an Em7/add11.

The pitches are as follows:



	String
	Scientific

pitch[image: External link]
	Helmholtz

pitch[image: External link]
	Interval[image: External link] from middle C[image: External link]
	Frequency[image: External link]

( Hz[image: External link])



	1st
	E4
	e'
	major third[image: External link] above
	329.63



	2nd
	B3
	b
	minor second[image: External link] below
	246.94



	3rd
	G3
	g
	perfect fourth[image: External link] below
	196.00



	4th
	D3
	d
	minor seventh[image: External link] below
	146.83



	5th
	A2
	A
	minor tenth below
	110.00



	6th
	E2
	E
	minor thirteenth below
	82.41




The table below shows a pitch's name found over the six strings of a guitar in standard tuning, from the nut (zero), to the twelfth fret.



	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12



	E
	F
	F♯
	G
	A♭
	A
	B♭
	B
	C
	C♯
	D
	E♭
	E



	B
	C
	C♯
	D
	E♭
	E
	F
	F♯
	G
	A♭
	A
	B♭
	B



	G
	A♭
	A
	B♭
	B
	C
	C♯
	D
	E♭
	E
	F
	F♯
	G



	D
	E♭
	E
	F
	F♯
	G
	A♭
	A
	B♭
	B
	C
	C♯
	D



	A
	B♭
	B
	C
	C♯
	D
	E♭
	E
	F
	F♯
	G
	A♭
	A



	E
	F
	F♯
	G
	A♭
	A
	B♭
	B
	C
	C♯
	D
	E♭
	E




For four strings, the 5th fret on one string is the same open-note as the next string; for example, a 5th-fret note on the sixth string is the same note as the open fifth string. However, between the second and third strings, an irregularity occurs: The 4th-fret note on the third string is equivalent to the open second string.
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 Alternative




Main article: Guitar tunings § Alternative[image: External link]


See also: Open tunings[image: External link] and Regular tunings[image: External link]


Standard tuning has evolved to provide a good compromise between simple fingering for many chords[image: External link] and the ability to play common scales with reasonable left-hand movement. There are also a variety of commonly used alternative tunings[image: External link], for example, the classes of open, regular, and dropped tunings.

Open tuning refers to a guitar tuned so that strumming the open strings produces a chord[image: External link], typically a major chord. The base chord consists of at least 3 notes and may include all the strings or a subset. The tuning is named for the open chord, Open D, open G, and open A are popular tunings. All similar chords in the chromatic scale can then be played by barring[image: External link] a single fret.[13] Open tunings are common in blues[image: External link] and folk music[image: External link],[14] and they are used in the playing of slide[image: External link] and bottleneck guitars[image: External link].[13][15] Many musicians use open tunings when playing slide guitar.[14]

For the standard tuning, there is exactly one interval of a major third[image: External link] between the second and third strings, and all the other intervals are fourths. The irregularity has a price - chords cannot be shifted around the fretboard in the standard tuning E-A-D-G-B-E, which requires four chord-shapes for the major chords. There are separate chord-forms for chords having their root note[image: External link] on the third, fourth, fifth, and sixth strings.[16]

In contrast, regular tunings[image: External link] have equal intervals between the strings,[17] and so they have symmetrical scales all along the fretboard. This makes it simpler to translate chords. For the regular tunings, chords may be moved diagonally around the fretboard. The diagonal movement of chords is especially simple for the regular tunings that are repetitive, in which case chords can be moved vertically: Chords can be moved three strings up (or down) in major-thirds tuning and chords can be moved two strings up (or down) in augmented-fourths tuning. Regular tunings thus appeal to new guitarists and also to jazz-guitarists, whose improvisation is simplified by regular intervals.

On the other hand, some chords are more difficult to play in a regular tuning than in standard tuning. It can be difficult to play conventional chords especially in augmented-fourths tuning and all-fifths tuning,[17] in which the large spacings require hand stretching. Some chords, which are conventional in folk music, are difficult to play even in all-fourths and major-thirds tunings, which do not require more hand-stretching than standard tuning.[18]


	In major-thirds tuning[image: External link], the interval between open strings is always a major third[image: External link]. Consequently, four frets suffice to play the chromatic scale. Chord inversion[image: External link] is especially simple in major-thirds tuning. Chords are inverted simply by raising one or two notes by three strings. The raised notes are played with the same finger as the original notes.[19][20] In contrast, in standard tuning, the shape of inversions depends on the involvement of the irregular major-third.[21]


	
All-fourths tuning[image: External link] replaces the major third between the third and second strings with a fourth, extending the conventional tuning of a bass guitar[image: External link]. With all-fourths tuning, playing the triads is more difficult, but improvisation is simplified, because chord-patterns remain constant when moved around the fretboard. Jazz guitarist Stanley Jordan[image: External link] uses the all-fourths tuning EADGCF. Invariant chord-shapes are an advantage of other regular tunings, such as major-thirds[image: External link] and all-fifths tunings.[17]


	Extending the tunings of violins[image: External link] and cellos[image: External link], all-fifths tuning[image: External link] offers an expanded range CGDAEB,[22] which however has been impossible to implement on a conventional guitar. All-fifths tuning is used for the lowest five strings of the new standard tuning[image: External link] of Robert Fripp[image: External link] and his former students in Guitar Craft[image: External link] courses; new standard tuning has a high G on its last string CGDAE-G.[23][24]




Another class of alternative tunings are called drop tunings[image: External link], because the tuning drops down the lowest string. Dropping down the lowest string a whole tone[image: External link] results in the " drop-D[image: External link]" (or "dropped D") tuning. Its open-string notes DADGBE (from low to high) allow for a deep bass D note, which can be used in keys such as D major, d minor and G major. It simplifies the playing of simple fifths ( powerchords[image: External link]). Many contemporary rock bands re-tune all strings down, making, for example, Drop-C or Drop-B tunings.
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 Scordatura




Many scordatura[image: External link] (alternate tunings) modify the standard tuning of the lute[image: External link], especially when playing Renaissance music[image: External link] repertoire originally written for that instrument. Some scordatura drop the pitch of one or more strings, giving access to new lower notes. Some scordatura make it easier to play in unusual keys.
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 Accessories




Though a guitar may be played on its own, there are a variety of common accessories used for holding and playing the guitar.
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 Capotasto




Main article: Capo[image: External link]


A capo (short for capotasto) is used to change the pitch of open strings. Capos are clipped onto the fretboard with the aid of spring tension, or in some models, elastic tension. To raise the guitar's pitch by one semitone, the player would clip the capo onto the fretboard just below the first fret. Its use allows players to play in different keys without having to change the chord formations they use. For example, if a folk guitar player wanted to play a song in the key of B Major, they could put a capo on the second fret of the instrument, and then play the song as if it were in the key of A Major, but with the capo the instrument would make the sounds of B Major. This is because with the capo barring the entire second fret, open chords[image: External link] would all sound two semitones (aka one tone) higher in pitch. For example, if a guitarist played an open A Major chord (a very common open chord), it would sound like a B Major chord. All of the other open chords would be similarly modified in pitch. Because of the ease with which they allow guitar players to change keys, they are sometimes referred to with pejorative names, such as "cheaters" or the "hillbilly crutch". Despite this negative viewpoint, another benefit of the capo is that it enables guitarists to obtain the ringing, resonant sound of the common keys (C, G, A, etc.) in "harder" and less-commonly used keys. Classical performers are known to use them to enable modern instruments to match the pitch of historical instruments such as the Renaissance music lute[image: External link].
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 Slides




Main article: Slide guitar[image: External link]


A slide[image: External link], (neck of a bottle, knife blade or round metal or glass bar or cylinder) is used in blues and rock to create a glissando[image: External link] or " Hawaiian[image: External link]" effect. The slide is used to fret notes on the neck, instead of using the fretting hand's fingers. The characteristic use of the slide is to move up to the intended pitch by, as the name implies, sliding up the neck to the desired note. The necks of bottles were often used in blues and country music as improvised slides. Modern slides are constructed of glass, plastic, ceramic, chrome, brass or steel bars or cylinders, depending on the weight and tone desired (and the amount of money a guitarist can spend). An instrument that is played exclusively in this manner (using a metal bar) is called a steel guitar[image: External link] or pedal steel[image: External link]. Slide playing to this day is very popular in blues music[image: External link] and country music[image: External link]. Some slide players use a so-called Dobro[image: External link] guitar. Some performers who have become famous for playing slide are Robert Johnson[image: External link], Elmore James[image: External link], Ry Cooder[image: External link], George Harrison[image: External link], Bonnie Raitt[image: External link], Derek Trucks[image: External link], Warren Haynes[image: External link], Duane Allman[image: External link], Muddy Waters[image: External link], Rory Gallagher[image: External link], and George Thorogood[image: External link].
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 Plectrum




Main article: Guitar pick[image: External link]


A "guitar pick[image: External link]" or " plectrum[image: External link]" is a small piece of hard material generally held between the thumb and first finger of the picking hand and is used to "pick" the strings. Though most classical players pick with a combination of fingernails and fleshy fingertips, the pick is most often used for electric and steel-string acoustic guitars. Though today they are mainly plastic, variations do exist, such as bone, wood, steel or tortoise shell. Tortoise shell was the most commonly used material in the early days of pick-making, but as tortoises and turtles became endangered, the practice of using their shells for picks or anything else was banned. Tortoise-shell picks made before the ban are often coveted for a supposedly superior tone and ease of use, and their scarcity has made them valuable.

Picks come in many shapes and sizes. Picks vary from the small jazz pick to the large bass pick. The thickness of the pick often determines its use. A thinner pick (between 0.2 and 0.5 mm) is usually used for strumming or rhythm playing, whereas thicker picks (between 0.7 and 1.5+ mm) are usually used for single-note lines or lead playing. The distinctive guitar sound of Billy Gibbons[image: External link] is attributed to using a quarter[image: External link] or peso[image: External link] as a pick. Similarly, Brian May[image: External link] is known to use a sixpence coin[image: External link] as a pick, while noted 1970s and early 1980s session musician David Persons is known for using old credit cards, cut to the correct size, as plectrums.

Thumb picks and finger picks that attach to the finger tips are sometimes employed in finger-picking styles on steel strings. These allow the fingers and thumb to operate independently, whereas a flat pick requires the thumb and one or two fingers to manipulate.
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 Straps




A guitar strap is a strip of material with an attachment mechanism on each end, made to hold a guitar via the shoulders at an adjustable length. Guitars have varying accommodations for attaching a strap. The most common are strap buttons, also called strap pins, which are flanged steel posts anchored to the guitar with screws. Two strap buttons come pre-attached to virtually all electric guitars, and many steel-string acoustic guitars. Strap buttons are sometimes replaced with "strap locks", which connect the guitar to the strap more securely.

The lower strap button is usually located at the bottom (bridge end) of the body. The upper strap button is usually located near or at the top (neck end) of the body: on the upper body curve, at the tip of the upper "horn" (on a double cutaway), or at the neck joint (heel). Some electrics, especially those with odd-shaped bodies, have one or both strap buttons on the back of the body. Some Steinberger electric guitars, owing to their minimalist and lightweight design, have both strap buttons at the bottom of the body. Rarely, on some acoustics, the upper strap button is located on the headstock. Some acoustic and classical guitars only have a single strap button at the bottom of the body—the other end must be tied onto the headstock, above the nut and below the machine heads.
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 Amplifiers, effects and speakers




Electric guitars[image: External link] and bass guitars[image: External link] have to be used with a guitar amplifier[image: External link] and loudspeaker[image: External link] or a bass amplifier[image: External link] and speaker, respectively, in order to make enough sound to be heard by the performer and audience. Electric guitars and bass guitars almost always use magnetic pickups[image: External link], which generate an electric signal when the musician plucks, strums or otherwise plays the instrument. The amplifier and speaker strengthen this signal using a power amplifier[image: External link] and a loudspeaker[image: External link]. Acoustic guitars that are equipped with a piezoelectric pickup or microphone can also be plugged into an instrument amplifier[image: External link], acoustic guitar amp[image: External link] or PA system[image: External link] to make them louder. With electric guitar and bass, the amplifier and speaker are not just used to make the instrument louder; by adjusting the equalizer[image: External link] controls, the preamplifier[image: External link], and any onboard effects units[image: External link] ( reverb[image: External link], distortion/overdrive[image: External link], etc.) the player can also modify the tone (aka timbre or "colour") and sound of the instrument. Acoustic guitar players can also use the amp to change the sound of their instrument, but in general, acoustic guitar amps are used to make the natural acoustic sound of the instrument louder without changing its sound that much.
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 See also





	Outline of guitars[image: External link]

	Body shape (guitars)[image: External link]
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 Notes and references
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 Notes






	
^ Kithara appears in the Bible four times (1 Cor. 14:7, Rev. 5:8, 14:2 and 15:2), and is usually translated into English as harp.[4]


	
^ "The first incontrovertible evidence of five-course instruments can be found in Miguel Fuenllana's Orphenica Lyre of 1554, which contains music for a vihuela de cinco ordenes. In the following year, Juan Bermudo wrote in his Declaracion de Instrumentos Musicales: 'We have seen a guitar in Spain with five courses of strings.' Bermudo later mentions in the same book that 'Guitars usually have four strings,' which implies that the five-course guitar was of comparatively recent origin, and still something of an oddity." Tom and Mary Anne Evans, Guitars: From the Renaissance to Rock. Paddington Press Ltd, 1977, p. 24.


	
^ "We know from literary sources that the five course guitar was immensely popular in Spain in the early seventeenth century and was also widely played in France and Italy...Yet almost all the surviving guitars were built in Italy...This apparent disparity between the documentary and instrumental evidence can be explained by the fact that, in general, only the more expensively made guitars have been kept as collectors' pieces. During the early seventeenth century the guitar was an instrument of the people of Spain, but was widely played by the Italian aristocracy." Tom and Mary Anne Evans. Guitars: From the Renaissance to Rock. Paddington Press Ltd, 1977, p. 24.
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Island Records






For other record labels with the Island name, see Island Records (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Island Records is a Jamaican[image: External link]/British/ American[image: External link] record label[image: External link] that operates as a division[image: External link] of Universal Music Group (UMG). It was founded by Chris Blackwell[image: External link], Graeme Goodall[image: External link] and Leslie Kong[image: External link] in Jamaica[image: External link] in 1959.[1] Blackwell sold the label to PolyGram[image: External link] in 1989. Both Island and another label recently acquired by PolyGram, A&M Records[image: External link], were both at the time the largest independent[image: External link] record labels in history, with Island in particular having exerted a major influence on the progressive UK music scene in the early 1970s.

Three Island labels exist in the world: Island UK, Island US, and Island Australia, with the main label operating out of London. Notable artists on the UK roster include Ariana Grande[image: External link], U2[image: External link], Mumford & Sons[image: External link], Amy Winehouse[image: External link], Ben Howard[image: External link], Florence + The Machine[image: External link], John Newman[image: External link], Hozier[image: External link], Catfish and the Bottlemen[image: External link], Jack Garratt[image: External link], Donae'o[image: External link], Disclosure[image: External link], AlunaGeorge[image: External link], Keane[image: External link], James Morrison[image: External link], Annie Lennox[image: External link], That Poppy[image: External link] and PJ Harvey[image: External link].[2]

Current key people of Island Records include Island president Darcus Beese, OBE[3] and MD Jon Turner. Partially due to the label's significant legacy, Island remains one of UMG's pre-eminent record labels. In a 50-year anniversary documentary, Island Records artist Melissa Etheridge[image: External link] stated: "If you want to look at world music, music of the last fifty years that changed the world, you need look no further than Island Records."[4]
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 Rise of the brand




Island Records was founded in Jamaica on 4 July 1959 by Chris Blackwell[image: External link], Graeme Goodall[image: External link] and Leslie Kong[image: External link], and partially financed by Stanley Borden from RKO[image: External link]. Its name was inspired by the Harry Belafonte[image: External link] song "Island in the Sun[image: External link]".[4][5] Blackwell explained in 2009: “I loved music so much, I just wanted to get into it, or be as close to it as I could.”[4]

Tom Hayes, the label's sales manager between 1965 and 1967, referred to the early period of the label in the UK as “organized chaos”. “My Boy Lollipop”, sung by Millie Small[image: External link], was the label's first success in the UK and led to a world tour that also involved Blackwell. Blackwell explained in a 50-year-anniversary documentary that he was only interested in building long-term careers at that stage in time, rather than short-term projects.[4] Suzette Newman has been a close colleague of Chris Blackwell[image: External link]'s since working together in the early days of Island Records, and while there she ran the Mango world music label.[6] Suzette Newman and Chris Salewicz were the editors for the book “The Story of Island Records: Keep On Running”.[7]

Blackwell relocated to England in May 1962 to garner greater levels of attention after the local Jamaican sound systems proved to be overwhelmingly successful. The vast majority of the artists who had signed to Blackwell's fledgling label while he was in Jamaica agreed to allow the musical entrepreneur to release their music in the UK. While in England, Blackwell travelled throughout the city carrying his stock with him and sold to record stores in the city. He did not provide any copies to radio stations, as they would not play any of the Island music; the music was also not reviewed by the press.[4] Meanwhile, Goodall left to start the Doctor Bird[image: External link] record label in 1965.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Blackwell signed the Spencer Davis Group to the label (at that time, many Island releases were being distributed by Philips/Fontana). The group became very popular and Island started their own independent series to spotlight UK rock talent. They signed artists like John Martyn, Fairport Convention, Free, and greatly influenced the growing FM radio market. By the late 1960s and early 1970s, they were a major label in England with artists like Roxy Music, King Crimson, Traffic, The Wailers, Cat Stevens, Steve Winwood and many others. (In the US, many of their releases were issued on A&M prior to Island signing up an unsuccessful distribution deal with Capitol. After that failed, Island was largely an independently distributed label in the US.)

For Toots and the Maytals[image: External link], the group that introduced the term " reggae[image: External link]" in song with their 1968 single "Do the Reggay[image: External link]",[8] Chris Blackwell[image: External link] was the one who decided on the line-up of the group before introducing them to an international audience. Blackwell had signed Bob Marley, and now Toots and the Maytals[image: External link]. In November 2016, Jackie Jackson described the formation of the group in a radio interview for Kool 97 FM Jamaica.[9] Accompanied by Paul Douglas[image: External link] and Radcliffe "Dougie" Bryan in studio, Jackson explained,


"We're all original members of Toots and the Maytals[image: External link] band. First it was Toots and the Maytals[image: External link], three guys: Toots[image: External link], Raleigh, and Jerry. …And then they were signed to Island Records, Chris Blackwell[image: External link]. And we were their recording band. One day we were summoned to Chris' house. And he says, "Alright gentleman, I think it's time. This Toots and the Maytals[image: External link] looks like it's going to be a big thing". By this time he had already signed Bob ( Marley[image: External link]). So in his camp, Island Records, there was Toots and the Maytals[image: External link] / Bob Marley[image: External link]; we were talking about reggae[image: External link] is going international now. We kept on meeting and he ( Blackwell[image: External link]) decided that the backing band that back all of the songs, the recording band, should be the Maytals band. So everything came under Toots and the Maytals[image: External link]. So we became Maytals also. And then we hit the road in 1975...we were the opening act for the Eagles[image: External link], Linda Ronstadt[image: External link], and Jackson Browne[image: External link]. We were the opening act for The Who[image: External link] for about two weeks."[9]



The first Toots and the Maytals[image: External link] album released and distributed by Chris Blackwell[image: External link]'s Island Records was Funky Kingston[image: External link]. The Maytals[image: External link] had recently added a full-time backing band which included drummer Paul Douglas[image: External link] and bassist Jackie Jackson, and Chris Blackwell[image: External link] joined the group in the studio as a co-producer for the album.[10] Music critic Lester Bangs[image: External link] described the album in Stereo Review[image: External link] as "perfection, the most exciting and diversified set of reggae tunes by a single artist yet released."[11] As Blackwell[image: External link] says, "The Maytals[image: External link] were unlike anything else...sensational, raw and dynamic."[12] Blackwell[image: External link] had a strong commitment to Toots and the Maytals[image: External link], saying "I've known Toots longer than anybody – much longer than Bob (Bob Marley[image: External link]). Toots is one of the purest human beings I've met in my life, pure almost to a fault."[13]

Despite the initial establishment work that Blackwell completed almost single-handedly, Island struggled as a business in the late 1970s and early 1980s. Bob Marley[image: External link]'s 1981 death was detrimental to the company, especially after its having engineered Marley's international breakthrough only a few years earlier, while Irish rock band U2[image: External link], which had signed to Island in March 1980, was growing in popularity, but had not yet reached the international superstar status that was to come. In 1982, Paul Morley and producer Trevor Horn[image: External link] started the ZTT[image: External link] label under the Island banner and Blackwell was known to approve excessive spending by the label.[1] Morley recalls in a 2009 book about Island Records:


I eventually grew to appreciate how Chris Blackwell, and therefore Island Records, was not about one thing, or one style, or one system, or one way of doing things ... [I began] reflecting how the world functions and reinvents itself precisely because it is a fluid, sometimes dangerous, always exhilarating union of systems and beliefs and the best way of allowing the world to progress is to mix up and place in glorious conflict these various systems and beliefs.[14]



In 1983, Blackwell also used the label to finance a new film production and distribution company called Island Alive. In August 1987, the company was not able to pay a US$5 million sum that it owed to U2 in royalties for The Joshua Tree[image: External link] album, as it had diverted the funds to finance several unsuccessful films. U2 responded by negotiating a deal whereby they invested the unpaid royalties into the company in exchange for a stake in the company that was estimated to be around 10 per cent.[15]

The label's 4th & Broadway[image: External link] division, operating since the mid-1980s, achieved some success marketing alternative hip hop[image: External link] and dance-pop music with artists such as Eric B and Rakim and the Stereo MCs. Mango (Chaka Demus and Pliers) was another Island dance-oriented subsidiary, while it was singer Robert Palmer[image: External link] who achieved worldwide success with the rock song "Addicted to Love[image: External link]" in 1986. African musicians such as King Sunny Ade and Angélique Kidjo were also championed by Blackwell.[1]
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 PolyGram acquisition




In July 1989, Blackwell sold Island Records and Island Music to the PolyGram UK Group for £[image: External link]180 million ( US$[image: External link]300 million)—he explained in 2009: “It had gotten too big and too corporate for me and I couldn't really handle it.”[14] Following the sale, Island was no longer an independent company, but Blackwell was given a position on PolyGram's board and stayed on as CEO of PolyGram's new Island Entertainment division for ten years.[16] PolyGram immediately began reissuing much of the Island back catalogue on compact disc and expanded Island's reach through its global manufacturing and distribution network, but the label was relatively unfocused in the 1990s.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Blackwell eventually ended his association with the company in 1997, as the corporate life hindered the independent ethos of his personal life. "I never really had a job until I sold Island to PolyGram in 1989. It had gotten too corporate," he commented afterwards. Blackwell left to found the Palm Pictures[image: External link] company and run a chain of boutique hotels in Miami, US and the Caribbean, including the very exclusive Goldeneye estate, once the Jamaican home of James Bond[image: External link] creator Ian Fleming[image: External link].[4] Then in May 1998, all of Polygram and its associated labels were purchased by Seagram[image: External link] which announced its plan to integrate Polygram with UMG to produce an estimated cost savings, within a couple of years, of between US$275 million and $300 million annually. Seagram further explained that the acquisition would unite a significant international presence with a thriving domestic business, as more than three-quarters of Polygram's sales were outside the US.[17]
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 Under Universal Music Group




In December 1998 and the first three months of 1999, UMG placed three divisions under the management of the Island brand: one in the UK, one in the US, and one in Germany.[citation needed[image: External link]] In each territory, these companies were merged under umbrella groups:


	In the UK, Island Records Group.

	In the US, Island, Mercury, and Def Jam[image: External link] and 14 other record labels were merged into The Island/Mercury Records Group[image: External link]; however, within the year, Island/Mercury decided to build upon the success of Def Jam Recordings and re-incorporated the label as The Island Def Jam Music Group. On April 1, 2014, Universal Music announced the disbandment of IDJMG, one of four operational umbrella groups within Universal Music. Effective as of the same day of the announcement, Island Records and Def Jam will now operate as autonomous record labels.[18]


	In Germany, Island and Mercury merged to become divisions of the Island Mercury Label group.[citation needed[image: External link]]




However, in 2001, UMG was merged with French company Vivendi S.A. to create Vivendi Universal S.A.; but the music company remains under the name Universal Music Group (UMG).[19]

In the US, Island became a predominantly pop/rock label, as their urban artists were assigned to either Def Jam or Def Soul, a new Island/Def Jam R&B[image: External link] imprint.[citation needed[image: External link]] Following the takeover of Island by UMG, flagship band U2 were dissatisfied after chief Jason Iley[image: External link] moved to the Mercury label in the mid-2000s and signed with Mercury for the UK and Interscope Records[image: External link] for the US.[20] However, successful artists such as Tricky[image: External link] and PJ Harvey[image: External link] were impressed by the label and signed on as artists. Tricky explained: "I knew I could get freedom. I knew I could do what I wanted to do.",[4] while Harvey later stated:


I came to work with them, sort of fully formed—the way that I looked, the way that I sounded: that was already there. And I felt, like, that they just supported where that was going to go.[4]



The label celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2009.
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 Island 50




In 2009, Island Records marked the 50th anniversary of its foundation in Jamaica[image: External link] by Chris Blackwell with a series of live concerts and an exhibition under the Island 50 banner. The events were a celebration of the street-cool, independent outlook and striking visual imagery at the label's creative core. These festivities centred around a week-long run of shows at Shepherd's Bush Empire and Bush Hall in London. The concerts featured performances tracing the label's history from its reggae and jazz roots to the modern era. Among the artists who appeared were Sly & Robbie, Ernest Ranglin, Paul Weller[image: External link], The Compass Point All Stars, The I-Threes, Aswad, Kid Creole & The Coconuts, Grace Jones, Steel Pulse, Keane, Tom Tom Club, Toots & The Maytals[image: External link], The Mighty Diamonds, Yusuf / Cat Stevens[image: External link], Bombay Bicycle Club[image: External link], Baaba Maal[image: External link] and U2[image: External link]. Another Island 50 tribute event was held over four nights at the Montreux Jazz Festival in Switzerland, with Marianne Faithfull, Grace Jones and Sly & Robbie all appearing, and Chris Blackwell holding a Question & Answer session.

There was also a major exhibition at the Vinyl Factory Gallery in Soho, held in an open space beneath the record shop Phonica. The exhibition featured a display of treasured musical artifacts, including the Trabant car from the sleeve of U2[image: External link]'s Achtung Baby[image: External link], Nick Drake[image: External link]'s guitar, the dress worn by Amy Winehouse[image: External link] at the 2008 Grammy Awards, the handwritten lyric sheet for Winehouse's song Love Is A Losing Game and Bob Marley's passport application form. The exhibition contained 800 prints showcasing the work for Island of the photographers Adrian Boot, Jean-Paul Goude, Anton Corbijn, Gered Mankowitz, Keith Morris and Brian Cooke, and the London exhibition also featured live performances at the Vinyl Factory Gallery by DJ Shadow[image: External link] and PJ Harvey[image: External link].
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 Into Island's sixth decade: 2009–2017




Following its 50th anniversary in 2009, Island Records entered its sixth decade on a tide of optimism. The years that followed saw fresh success for a number of established acts, including PJ Harvey[image: External link], Keane[image: External link], Paul Weller[image: External link] and Bombay Bicycle Club[image: External link] and an exciting wave of new signings. In its largest live production since its 2009 anniversary, the label also staged a concert by The Weeknd[image: External link] and Jack Garratt[image: External link] on Osea Island[image: External link], a small island in Essex[image: External link], as part of a bespoke one-day festival for 400 guests, including label staff, media and 200 fans who obtained tickets via a ballot.

2016 proved a particularly successful year for the label in the UK: over a seven-week period between April and June, four separate Island acts spent at least one week at number one. The albums concerned were PJ Harvey[image: External link]'s The Hope Six Demolition Project[image: External link], Drake[image: External link]'s Views[image: External link] (which spent two weeks at number one), Ariana Grande[image: External link]'s Dangerous Woman[image: External link] and Catfish & The Bottlemen's The Ride[image: External link].
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 Island's sixth decade: the artists




PJ Harvey[image: External link]'s eighth studio album, 2011's Let England Shake[image: External link], was one of the key records of Island's sixth decade. Made in a cliff-top church in Dorset[image: External link], it won the 2011 Mercury Music Prize[image: External link], making Harvey the only artist to land the prestigious award twice (she had prevailed ten years previously with Stories From The City, Stories From The Sea[image: External link]). Mumford & Sons[image: External link], who grew out of a series of jam sessions in London in 2007, signed a licensing deal with Island in 2009. Heralded as standard bearers for a vibrant new wave of folkish, countrified rock, their debut album, Sigh No More[image: External link], sold two million, reaching number two in Britain and America. It also won best British album at the BRIT Awards[image: External link] in February 2011. The follow-up, Babel[image: External link], did even better in 2012, becoming the UK's fastest-selling album of that year, going to number one in Britain and the US and winning album of the year at the 2013 Grammy Awards[image: External link]. Island also secured the signing of Florence + The Machine[image: External link] after songwriter Florence Welch[image: External link] dropped out of her local art college in Camberwell[image: External link], South London. Her 2009 debut album, Lungs[image: External link], sold four million and spent over 12 months in the UK chart before being crowned British album of the year at the BRIT Awards[image: External link] in 2010. Lungs was followed by 2011's theatrical Ceremonials[image: External link], and 2015's more introspective How Big How Blue How Beautiful[image: External link].

Keane[image: External link] were another of the big successes of Island's sixth decade. Having topped the charts with their five million-selling debut album Hopes and Fears[image: External link] in 2004, they went on to secure five consecutive number one albums in the UK (a feat bettered only by The Beatles) with subsequent releases Under the Iron Sea[image: External link] (2006), Perfect Symmetry[image: External link] (2008), Night Train[image: External link] (2010) and Strangeland[image: External link] (2012) all topping the charts. Paul Weller[image: External link]'s relationship with Island dates back to his fourth solo album, 1997's Heavy Soul[image: External link], and its 2000 follow-up Heliocentric. He returned to the label in 2008 and began an outstanding trilogy of releases that contained some of his strongest solo work 22 Dreams (2008), the Mercury Music Prize[image: External link]-nominated Wake Up The Nation[image: External link] (2010) and Sonik Kicks[image: External link] (2012).

North London quartet Bombay Bicycle Club[image: External link] also released four albums on Island, with each one signalling a change of direction: the indie-rock of 2009's I Had The Blues But I Shook Them Loose[image: External link] paved the way for 2010's folkier Flaws[image: External link], the modern rock of 2011's A Different Kind Of Fix[image: External link] and the broad-based invention of 2014's So Long, See You Tomorrow[image: External link]. Having built a loyal live following, Catfish & The Bottlemen[image: External link] signed to Island in 2014. After reaching platinum sales status in the UK with their Top Ten debut album, The Balcony, the Welsh rock band won the BBC Introducing Award at the first BBC Music Awards[image: External link] in 2014 and were crowned British Breakthrough Act at the BRIT Awards[image: External link] in 2016 (an award voted for by Radio 1[image: External link] listeners). Their second album, 2016's The Ride[image: External link], was a UK number one.

Island was also responsible for securing major British breakthroughs for two of the 21st century's biggest international superstars in Drake[image: External link] and The Weeknd[image: External link]. The success of Toronto hip hop artist Drake came after the label had worked patiently to build his profile over a number of years, culminating in the success of his fourth album Views[image: External link] and its attendant singles in 2016. "One Dance[image: External link]", Drake's first number one single in the UK, had 1.95 million sales[21] to become Britain's biggest-selling single of 2016. The single's 15-week run at number one equalled the mark for the second longest in UK chart history. With the Island-signed Mike Posner[image: External link] having held the number one spot with "I Took a Pill in Ibiza[image: External link]" for four consecutive weeks before being replaced by One Dance[image: External link], Island held the top spot in the UK singles chart for 19 consecutive weeks between March and August 2016. To crown a record-breaking year, Drake was named the world's best-selling recording artist of 2016 by international music industry organisation IFPI[image: External link] in February 2017.

Canadian singer and songwriter The Weeknd[image: External link] also cemented his position as one of the world's leading recording artists, with the 2016 success of his third album Starboy[image: External link]. Its success was the culmination of a strategy that had seen Island build his UK profile over a four-year period that dated from his 2013 studio album Kiss Land[image: External link]. Island's commitment to further nurturing the careers of global superstars was reiterated in June 2016 with the signing of Sean Paul[image: External link]. The Jamaican singer, rapper and songwriter released "No Lie[image: External link]", his first single for Island, in November 2016.

Signed to Island via a licensing deal with independent label PMR, Disclosure[image: External link] were formed by two brothers from Reigate[image: External link] in Surrey[image: External link], Guy and Howard Lawrence. The duo discovered the joys of nineties house[image: External link], techno[image: External link] and two-step garage[image: External link] while studying music production at college, and went on to enjoy success with their two Island albums Settle[image: External link] (2013) and Caracal[image: External link] (2015), making extensive use of an array of guest vocalists including Sam Smith[image: External link], Jamie Woon[image: External link], Eliza Doolittle[image: External link], Lorde[image: External link] and Gregory Porter[image: External link]. One of the acts who guested on Settle was AlunaGeorge[image: External link], a boy-girl duo from London (singer Aluna Francis and musician and producer George Reid), who released their debut album, Body Music, on Island in 2013. Like Disclosure, Jessie Ware signed to Island through a link with independent label PMR. A soulful singer-songwriter from Brixton, Ware was nominated for the 2012 Mercury Music Prize[image: External link] with her smooth debut album, Devotion, and enjoyed further success with 2014's Tough Love. Another Island act to enjoy a significant breakthrough was Yorkshire singer John Newman, who topped the UK charts with his first solo single, "Love Me Again", and his debut album Tribute.
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 Manga Entertainment




Island World Communications, under the leadership of Blackwell and Andy Frain, created Manga Entertainment[image: External link] Ltd, the anime and live action Japanese film division of Island in 1991. In that year, Laurence Guinness, the Senior VP at Island World Communications bought the distribution license for Akira[image: External link] from ICA Projects in London,[22] and the distribution of what was the label's first release is considered a crucial milestone in the establishment of anime in the UK.[23] In 1994, Island sold the distribution licenses for most of Manga's releases to Siren Entertainment, an independent entertainment company in Australia. Those rights were then given to Madman Entertainment in 1999 when Siren became solely an acquisitions company.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Artists and recordings




The recording roster of Island Records, both past and present, has been and continues to be diverse. The label continues to champion new music, a practice that was highlighted at the Island Records 50th anniversary event, at which new artists provided the entertainment.[24]

Main article: List of current Island Records artists[image: External link]


Main article: List of former Island Records artists[image: External link]


Main article: Island Records discography[image: External link]
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 Subsidiaries and labels




This list is probably incomplete, and some of the dates are uncertain.


	Al's Records (1996–1997)[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Aladdin Records (UK) (1965–66)

	
Antilles Records[image: External link] (1972–1998)

	
Apollo Recordings[image: External link] (2006–2007)

	
Black Swan Records (UK)[image: External link] (1963–1965 and mid-1970s)

	Blue Mountain (UK imprint only, 1970s)

	Blue (1999–2001)

	Blunted (1993–1996)

	De facto Records (2009–2010)[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Europa Recordings[image: External link] (2006–2007)

	Fallout Records (UK division)

	
4th & Broadway[image: External link] (1983–1998, 2014–present)

	Fruition (1996–1998)

	
Gee Street Records[image: External link] (1990–1997)

	Great Jones (1988–1994)[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Hannibal (1981–unknown closing date, distributed under Antilles)

	Island Black Music (1995–1998)

	Island Jamaica (1993–1997)[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Island Jamaica Jazz (1996)[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Island Masters[image: External link] (1980s–1990s; reissues)

	
Island Records Australia[image: External link] (2007–present)

	
Island Reggae Greats[image: External link] (1985, compilation series; re-issued in several forms)

	Island Trading Company (US holding distributor under PolyGram[image: External link]; 1983–1989)[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Island Urban Music (2007)

	Island Visual Arts (1985 and 1990s)[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Jump Up Records (1963–67)

	Loose Cannon Records (1994–1996)

	
Manga Entertainment[image: External link] (1991–1997, moved to Chris Blackwell[image: External link]'s Palm Pictures[image: External link], then was sold to Starz Media[image: External link])

	Mango Records (1972–1997, US imprint only until 1993)

	
Mango Street[image: External link] (1989–1992)

	
Mercury Records[image: External link] (2014–present)

	
MonarC Entertainment[image: External link] (2002, founded by Mariah Carey)

	
Safehouse Records[image: External link] (2015–present, founded by Demi Lovato[image: External link], Nick Jonas[image: External link], and Phil Mclntyre)

	Sense ("Sense of Island"; 1990–1991)

	
Springtime![image: External link] (1981–1985)

	
Stiff Records[image: External link] (1984–1986 only)

	
Stolen Transmission[image: External link] (−2007, still in business, but not part of Island any more)[25]


	
Sue Records[image: External link] (1963–68)

	Super Records (2007–)

	
Surprise Records[image: External link] (mid-1960s, later known as Sportdisc)

	Trade 2 (1996–1997)[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Teen Island[image: External link] (2008–)

	
Trojan Records[image: External link] (1967–1968 only)

	
Tuff Gong[image: External link] (1990–present, founded by Bob Marley[image: External link])

	
Witchseason Productions[image: External link] (Joe Boyd)
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RBMG Records






Raymond Braun Media Group, also well known by its acronym RBMG, is a media and record company established in 2008 specializing in music production and promotion. It is a joint venture between R&B artist Usher[image: External link] and Scooter Braun's School Boy Records. The name RBMG is made up of the family names of the American R&B artist Usher Raymond IV and American talent manager Scott Samuel "Scooter" Braun.

RBMG is also part of SB Projects, a full-service entertainment and marketing company encompassing a wide range of ventures including in addition to RBMG, Schoolboy Records, SB Consulting, SB Management, and Sheba Publishing. RBMG has a special profit-sharing business deal with Universal owned Def Jam Recordings.
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Raymond and Braun founded RBMG Music in 2008, in conjunction with Island Def Jam[image: External link], to debut teen singer Justin Bieber. Bieber's debut EP, My World, was the labels first release. It was certified platinum in the U.S. In March 2010, Bieber released his debut album My World 2.0, the album received a Grammy Award nomination for Best Pop Vocal Album[image: External link] at the 2011 ceremony[image: External link] and was certified 3x platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA). In 2013 RBMG's biggest success came with signing of Korean artists like PSY[image: External link] and G-Dragon[image: External link].[1]
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	Justin Bieber

	PSY[image: External link]
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 Discography






	Artist
	Album
	Details



	Justin Bieber
	
My World

(released with Schoolboy and Teen Island)

	

	Released: November 17, 2009

	Chart position: #1 U.S.

	
RIAA certification[image: External link]: 3× Platinum







	Justin Bieber
	
My World 2.0 (released with Schoolboy and Teen Island)

	

	Released: March 23, 2010

	Chart position: #1 U.S.

	RIAA certification: 3× Platinum







	Justin Bieber
	
My Worlds: The Collection (released with Schoolboy and Teen Island)

	

	Released: November 19, 2010

	Chart position:

	RIAA certification: Gold







	Justin Bieber
	
My Worlds Acoustic (released with Schoolboy and Teen Island)

	

	Released: November 26, 2010

	Chart position: #3 U.S.

	RIAA certification: Platinum







	Justin Bieber
	
Never Say Never: The Remixes

(released with Schoolboy and Teen Island)

	

	Released: February 14, 2011

	Chart position: #1 U.S.

	RIAA certification: Platinum







	Justin Bieber
	Under the Mistletoe
	

	Released: November 1, 2011

	Chart position: #1 U.S.

	RIAA certification: Platinum







	Justin Bieber
	
Believe

(released with Schoolboy)

	

	Released: June 15, 2012

	Chart position: #1 U.S.

	RIAA certification: 3x Platinum







	Justin Bieber
	
Believe Acoustic



(released with Schoolboy)

	

	Released: January 29, 2013

	Chart position:

	RIAA certification: Gold







	Justin Bieber
	
Journals

(released with Schoolboy)

	

	Released: December 23, 2013

	Chart position:

	RIAA certification:







	Justin Bieber
	
Purpose
(released with Def Jam)


	

	Released: November 13, 2015

	Chart position: #1 U.S.

	RIAA certification: 3× Platinum









[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ Daniel Miller in Billboard.biz: Usher Moves to WME From CAA[image: External link]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	RBMG official website[image: External link]

	SB official website[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	American record labels[image: External link]

	Record labels established in 2008[image: External link]

	Usher (singer)[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 8 December 2016, at 19:00.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article RBMG Records: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RBMG_Records [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=RBMG_Records [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Artists

	2 Former Artists

	3 References

	4 External links





School Boy Records






School Boy Records is an American record label[image: External link] established in 2007 by Scooter Braun through his School Boy Entertainment, part of SB Projects, a full-service entertainment and marketing company encompassing a wide range of ventures including Raymond Braun Media Group[image: External link], SB Consulting, SB Management, and Sheba Publishing.[1] The label has a special business arrangement with Universal Music Group. School Boy Records' success came with the signing of Asher Roth[image: External link] and his single "I Love College[image: External link]" followed by Roth's debut album Asleep in the Bread Aisle[image: External link].[2] They have also had huge success with Justin Bieber by the songs Baby (song) and One Time (song) also Carly Rae Jepsen and her No.1 hit song "Call Me Maybe[image: External link]" which has been certified nine times platinum. As of September 2012, Braun has signed Korean rapper Psy[image: External link], whose hit "Gangnam Style[image: External link]" has eclipsed charts around the globe. In late 2012, Universal Republic Records[image: External link] converted back to Republic Records[image: External link], making all artists under the roster move to Republic. School Boy is now distributed by Republic Records.
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	Justin Bieber

	Dan + Shay

	Carly Rae Jepsen

	Martin Garrix[image: External link]

	Psy[image: External link]
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	Sheppard

	Steve Angello

	The Black Eyed Peas[image: External link]

	
The Wanted[image: External link] (On hiatus)
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	Amber Riley[image: External link]

	Madison Beer[image: External link]

	Who Is Fancy[image: External link]
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Def Jam Recordings






Not to be confused with Deaf Jam[image: External link] or Def Poetry Jam[image: External link].

Def Jam Recordings is an American record label[image: External link] focused predominantly on hip hop[image: External link] and urban[image: External link] music, owned by Universal Music Group (UMG). In the UK, the label takes on the name Def Jam UK and is operated through Virgin EMI Records[image: External link], while in Japan, it is known as Def Jam Japan, operating through Universal Music Japan[image: External link]. The label distributes releases of various record labels, including Kanye West's GOOD Music[image: External link],[1][2] Ludacris' Disturbing Tha Peace[image: External link], and ARTium Recordings, headed by Def Jam's current executive vice president, No I.D.[image: External link]. Current artists include Iggy Azalea[image: External link], Logic[image: External link], Big Sean, Kanye West, Leona Lewis[image: External link], 2 Chainz[image: External link], Axwell Λ Ingrosso[image: External link], Mother Mother[image: External link], Afrojack[image: External link], Jeezy[image: External link], Jeremih[image: External link], Ludacris, Alesso[image: External link], Pusha T[image: External link], Desiigner[image: External link] and Jhené Aiko[image: External link] among others.
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 Founding and CBS Records Group era (1983-94)




Def Jam was founded by Rick Rubin[image: External link] in his dormitory in Weinstein Hall at New York University[image: External link][3] and its first release was a single by his punk-rock group Hose[image: External link]. Russell Simmons[image: External link] joined Rubin shortly after they were introduced to each other, according to one story, by Vincent Gallo[image: External link].[4] Another cites DJ Jazzy Jay[image: External link] as their connector.[5] Rubin has said he met Simmons on the TV show, "Graffiti Rock[image: External link]" and recognized him then as "the face of hip hop": "He was five years older than me, and he was already established in the music business. And I had no experience whatsoever."[6] The first single released with the Def Jam Recordings logo was T La Rock[image: External link] & Jazzy Jay's "It's Yours." The first releases with Def Jam Recordings catalog numbers were LL Cool J[image: External link]'s "I Need a Beat[image: External link]" and the Beastie Boys[image: External link]' "Rock Hard[image: External link]," both in 1984. The singles sold well, eventually leading to a distribution deal with CBS Records[image: External link] through Columbia Records[image: External link] the following year. This created a short-lived subsidiary label called OBR Records, short for Original Black Recordings, catered toward R&B artists — the first artist signed to that imprint was Oran "Juice" Jones[image: External link], who enjoyed success with his hit single "The Rain". A few years later, Russell Simmons and Lyor Cohen started an umbrella label called Rush Associated Labels to handle Def Jam and its numerous spinoff labels. RAL became the home to Nice & Smooth[image: External link] and EPMD[image: External link] after both acts were acquired due to the folding of their former label Sleeping Bag Records[image: External link].[7] Other acts under the RAL umbrella included Redman[image: External link], Onyx[image: External link], Flatlinerz[image: External link], Domino[image: External link], Warren G[image: External link] and Jayo Felony[image: External link]. Def Jam also signed its first and only thrash metal[image: External link] band, Slayer[image: External link], in 1986, and the band's third[image: External link] and fourth[image: External link] albums were the only two Def Jam releases to be distributed through Geffen Records[image: External link] under Warner Bros. Records[image: External link] as opposed to Columbia/CBS. As the decade drew to a close, the label signed Public Enemy[image: External link], whose controversial lyrical content garnered the company both critical acclaim and disdain. Lyor Cohen[image: External link] became president of Def Jam/RAL in 1988, after winning a power struggle with Rubin, who would shortly thereafter leave the company to form Def American Recordings[image: External link]. Rubin would take Slayer[image: External link] with him to Def American in its initial stages.
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 PolyGram era (1994-98)




By 1992, despite recent multi-platinum selling releases from Public Enemy[image: External link], and EPMD[image: External link], Def Jam ran into severe financial troubles and was faced with folding. However, in 1994, PolyGram[image: External link] purchased Sony's 50% stake in Def Jam Recordings — subsequently bringing the label into its fold. Following PolyGram's purchase, Def Jam distributed the Violator Records[image: External link]-signed artist Warren G[image: External link]'s Regulate... G Funk Era[image: External link] album, which went triple platinum and brought much-needed revenue to Def Jam through its distribution deal with Violator.[8]

PolyGram acquired an additional 10% in Def Jam Recordings in 1996, further strengthening its ownership of Def Jam. Shortly thereafter, Rush Associated Labels was renamed Def Jam Music Group. The label remained profitable as its veteran star LL Cool J released his successful album Mr. Smith[image: External link] in 1995. The label later signed Foxy Brown[image: External link], whose debut album Ill Na Na[image: External link] became a platinum seller in 1997.
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 The Island Def Jam Music Group founding (1998-2000)




In 1998, PolyGram was purchased by Seagram[image: External link] and merged with the MCA family of labels, which became Universal Music Group. It then purchased the remaining interest of Def Jam Recordings from Russell Simmons for a reported $100 million. UMG merged 14+ record labels including: Def Jam, Island Records and Mercury Records[image: External link] to form The Island Def Jam Music Group. Despite the formation of IDJMG, the Def Jam, Mercury, and Island labels (among others) continued to operate as separate imprints underneath the bigger umbrella.

Lyor Cohen was appointed co-president of IDJMG, and Kevin Liles[image: External link] succeeded him as president of Def Jam. In 1999, IDJMG created a R&B[image: External link] spin-off label called Def Soul Recordings to run alongside Def Jam Recordings, which inherited many of Island Records' urban artists (and also some from Mercury Records[image: External link]), including Dru Hill[image: External link] and its lead singer Sisqó[image: External link], the Isley Brothers[image: External link] and Kelly Price[image: External link]. Def Soul also issued recordings by Musiq[image: External link], Montell Jordan[image: External link], Case[image: External link], 112[image: External link], Patti LaBelle[image: External link], and Christina Milian[image: External link]. Island's 4th & B'way Records[image: External link] was also folded into Def Jam. Kevin Liles also served as President of Def Soul Records.

Also in 1999, the label began to distribute releases by Murder Inc. Records[image: External link], run by former Def Jam executive Irv Gotti[image: External link]. Murder Inc.'s roster of artists would include Ja Rule[image: External link], Ashanti[image: External link], Lloyd[image: External link], Vita. The following year, it launched another subsidiary, Def Jam South[image: External link], which focused on Southern rap[image: External link] and distributed releases from labels such as Disturbing tha Peace[image: External link], whose artists have included Ludacris, Chingy[image: External link], and Bobby Valentino[image: External link]. Russell Simmons tapped Texas-born and raised rap legend Scarface[image: External link] (a.k.a. Brad Jordan) as the original head of Def Jam South. After about a 4-year run at Def Jam South, Scarface negotiated a release from the company in 2003.

In 2014, Universal Music Group announced that The Island Def Jam Music Group would end operations, and the assets would be separated into three different entities: Def Jam Recordings, Island Records, and Motown Records. The Mercury Records label has been dormant since IDJMG was dismantled.
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 2000s




In 2000, The Island Def Jam Music Group announced the formation of Def Jam Germany, the first international Def Jam company. This increased the label's presence around the world. Def Jam Germany signed German rappers Spezializtz and Philly MC. The label was located in Berlin and opened on May 23, 2000. In addition to signing and marketing local artists, Def Jam Germany also marketed all U.S. signed Def Jam artists in the German territory. But the German division folded just two years later in 2002. Many of the artists were picked up by Universal/Urban, while others did not get a new contract.[9]

The second international label is a Japanese branch, Def Jam Japan (デフ・ジャム・ジャパン ?[image: External link] Defu Jamu Japan), also founded in 2000.[10] Their artist roster has included AI[image: External link], Teriyaki Boyz[image: External link], and Nitro Microphone Underground.

In 2003, Murder Inc. became the center of a money laundering[image: External link] investigation involving illegal profits from drug trade[image: External link],[11] leading to the label's eventual release from its distribution contract by 2005. The final shares of Roc-A-Fella Records[image: External link] were sold to The Island Def Jam Music Group in 2004, by which time it had launched the career of producer-turned-rapper Kanye West.

In 2004, Cohen[image: External link] left IDJMG for Warner Music Group[image: External link], and was replaced by former Arista[image: External link]-now Epic[image: External link] executive L.A. Reid. An unhappy Liles eventually decided to follow Cohen to Warner.[12] A bidding war for Jay-Z[image: External link]'s contract began, and Reid appointed Jay-Z president of Def Jam.[12]

Under Jay-Z's leadership, Def Jam launched the successful careers of contemporary R&B singers Rihanna[image: External link] and Ne-Yo. At the end of 2007, Jay-Z decided not to renew his contract as the President and CEO of Def Jam in order to start his new venture, Roc Nation[image: External link].[13] Following Jay-Z's departure, L.A. Reid took over leadership of the label, as opposed to hiring a replacement. In June 2008, Shakir Stewart[image: External link] was appointed as Executive Vice President of Def Jam, a position that was previously left vacant since December 2007.
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 2010s




In March 2012, it was announced that former Warner Bros. Records[image: External link] executive Joie Manda would become the first president of Def Jam since Jay-Z[image: External link].[14] Until March 2013 when he exited his post at Def Jam and it was announced he'd be heading up the urban division of Interscope Records by his former boss, Barry Weiss.[15] The-Dream[image: External link] served as Def Jam's executive vice president between 2012 and 2014. No I.D.[image: External link] upholds the position of executive vice president after helping to establish GOOD Music[image: External link] with Kanye West; Steve Bartels is the current CEO of Def Jam.[16]

On April 1, 2014, it was announced that Island Def Jam would no longer be active following the resignation of CEO Barry Weiss. A press release serviced by Universal Music Group stated that IDJMG, and all of its assets would be reorganized into Def Jam Recordings, Island Records and Motown Records[image: External link], all as separate entities.[17]

Today, Def Jam Recordings operates as a stand-alone label within Universal Music Group, with Steve Bartels currently serving as President/CEO of Def Jam Recordings.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notable current artists






	2 Chainz[image: External link]

	Afrojack[image: External link]

	
Alessia Cara[image: External link][18]


	Alesso[image: External link]

	Amir Obé[image: External link]

	
August Alsina[image: External link][19]


	
Axwell Λ Ingrosso[image: External link][20]


	Babyface[image: External link]

	Bibi Bourelly[image: External link]

	Big Sean

	
Common[image: External link][21]


	Dave East[image: External link]

	Desiigner[image: External link]

	DJ Mustard[image: External link]

	Earl St. Clair[image: External link]

	
Elijah Blake[image: External link][22]


	Fabolous[image: External link]

	Gunplay[image: External link]

	Iggy Azalea[image: External link]

	Jadakiss[image: External link]

	Jahkoy[image: External link]

	Jeezy[image: External link]

	Jeremih[image: External link]

	Jhené Aiko[image: External link]

	Juelz Santana[image: External link]

	Justin Bieber

	Kacy Hill[image: External link]

	Kanye West

	
Krept and Konan[image: External link][23]


	Leona Lewis[image: External link]

	Lil Durk[image: External link]

	Lil Reese[image: External link]

	Logic[image: External link]

	Ludacris

	Mark Battles[image: External link]

	Maejor Ali[image: External link]

	Mother Mother[image: External link]

	Nas[image: External link]

	Pusha T[image: External link]

	Q-Tip[image: External link]

	Rihanna[image: External link]

	Tamia[image: External link]

	Teyana Taylor[image: External link]

	The Roots[image: External link]

	Trap Beckham[image: External link]

	Triple C's[image: External link]

	Vic Mensa[image: External link]

	Vince Staples[image: External link]

	YG[image: External link]
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Carly Rae Jepsen






Carly Rae Jepsen (born 21 November 1985)[1][2] is a Canadian singer, songwriter, and actress. In 2007, she placed third on the fifth season[image: External link] of Canadian Idol[image: External link], and independently released her debut studio album, Tug of War[image: External link] (2008). In 2011, she released the single "Call Me Maybe[image: External link]", which reached number one in 18 countries worldwide and became the best-selling single of 2012. That year, Jepsen released her debut extended play, Curiosity[image: External link], and later her second studio album, Kiss[image: External link]. "I Really Like You", the lead single from her third studio album, Emotion[image: External link] (2015), reached the top 5 in the United Kingdom and top 15 in Canada.

Jepsen has received multiple awards, including three Juno Awards[image: External link], a Billboard Music Award, and an Allan Slaight Award[image: External link], and nominations for Grammy Awards[image: External link], Emmy Awards[image: External link], MTV Video Music Award[image: External link], Polaris Music Prize[image: External link] and People's Choice Awards[image: External link].[3][4] As of May 2015, Jepsen has sold over 20 million records worldwide.[5][6]



TOP
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 Early life




Jepsen was born in Mission[image: External link], British Columbia[image: External link], the daughter of Alexandra and Larry Jepsen; her stepfather is Ron Lanzarotta.[7][8]

She attended Heritage Park Secondary School in Mission, where she pursued her early passion for musical theatre[image: External link] by appearing in student productions of Annie[image: External link], Grease[image: External link], and The Wiz[image: External link].[9] She studied musical theatre at the Canadian College of Performing Arts in Victoria, British Columbia[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Career
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 2007–2010: Origins and Tug of War




After graduating from school, Jepsen held several minimum wage[image: External link] jobs, and worked as a barista[image: External link] and a bartender.[9] Jepsen honed her songwriting skills with a guitar her parents gave her and, in 2007, decided to pursue her burgeoning interest in music by auditioning for the fifth season[image: External link] of the reality television competition Canadian Idol[image: External link].[9] She placed third in the show and was part of the Canadian Idol Top 3 concert tour.[citation needed[image: External link]] After the conclusion of the tour, Jepsen returned to British Columbia to focus on writing, recording and completing her band. Her demo recording[image: External link] attracted the attention of music manager Jonathan Simkin, who signed Jepsen to a management deal.[10] Jepsen struck an independent record deal with MapleMusic Recordings[image: External link] and distribution via Fontana North[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In June 2008, Jepsen released her debut single and another single, a cover[image: External link] of John Denver[image: External link]'s song "Sunshine on My Shoulders[image: External link]".[11] Jepsen's debut album, Tug of War[image: External link], was released in September 2008 through MapleCore/Fontana North. The album was produced in its entirety by Ryan Stewart[image: External link] and includes the song "Sweet Talker", which Jepsen previously performed at her first Canadian Idol audition.[12] Tug of War was re-released via Jonathan Simkin's label 604 Records[image: External link], with distribution from Universal Music Group, and has since sold 10,000 copies in Canada according to Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link].[10] The title track "Tug of War" was released the same month as the album and received radio airplay in Canada, followed by the singles "Bucket" and "Sour Candy", a duet with Josh Ramsay[image: External link] of Marianas Trench[image: External link]. The former two singles reached the top 40 on the Canadian Hot 100 chart.[13] In early 2009, Jepsen toured western Canada with Marianas Trench and Shiloh[image: External link].[14] She then went on a cross-Canada tour with Marianas Trench, The New Cities[image: External link] and Mission District.
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 2011–2013: Mainstream success with Curiosity and Kiss




Jepsen began recording material for her second album in 2011 with Josh Ramsay, Ryan Stewart, and Tavish Crowe, with whom she co-wrote the single "Call Me Maybe[image: External link]", released in Canada in September 2011.[10] In January 2012, fellow Canadian pop singer Justin Bieber tweeted about the song to his millions of Twitter followers, and the following month the song was featured in a viral video[image: External link] in which Bieber, Selena Gomez, and Ashley Tisdale[image: External link] lip-synced and danced to the track.[10] Bieber's manager, Scooter Braun, signed Jepsen to a joint worldwide record deal with his own label, Schoolboy Records[image: External link], and the major label Interscope Records[image: External link]; she remained signed to 604 Records in Canada and retained Jonathan Simkin as her manager.[10]

The release of Jepsen's second album was postponed to allow "Call Me Maybe" to spread in popularity, although 604 Records issued a six-track EP, Curiosity[image: External link], in February 2012 in Canada.[10] "Call Me Maybe" peaked at number one on the Canadian Hot 100, making Jepsen the fourth Canadian artist to top the chart.[15] In the United States, the single spent nine weeks at number one on the Billboard Hot 100, earning the title of "Song of the Summer" from Billboard magazine.[16] "Call Me Maybe" topped the charts in 18 countries, including the United Kingdom, where it was the year's second best-selling single.[17] It was the best-selling single of 2012 worldwide, according to the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry (IFPI).[18]

Jepsen recorded a duet with Owl City[image: External link], "Good Time[image: External link]", which was released as a single in June 2012.[19] The song peaked at number eight on the Billboard Hot 100 and preceded Jepsen's second album, Kiss[image: External link], which was released in September 2012 and reached top ten chart positions in Australia, the UK, and the US.[13][20] Kiss features songwriting and production contributions from mainstream pop artists including Toby Gad[image: External link], Matthew Koma[image: External link], Bonnie McKee[image: External link], Max Martin[image: External link], Sara Quin[image: External link] (of Tegan and Sara[image: External link]), and LMFAO[image: External link]'s Redfoo[image: External link].[21] The album was certified gold by Music Canada[image: External link] and has sold 289,000 copies in the US; its failure to match the success of "Call Me Maybe" led MTV Hive[image: External link] to write that "Kiss is the best pop album of the year, and nobody is listening".[22][23][24] The album's subsequent single, "This Kiss[image: External link]", was premiered in September 2012, followed by "Tonight I'm Getting Over You[image: External link]" in January 2013; neither became major hits.[23] During late 2012, Jepsen appeared on the fifth-season premiere episode[image: External link] of The CW[image: External link] primetime soap opera[image: External link] 90210[image: External link] and became a spokesperson for clothing retailer Wet Seal[image: External link].[25][26]

Jepsen received the Rising Star Award[image: External link] at the 2012 Billboard Music Awards, making her the first Canadian recipient.[27] At the 2013 Juno Awards[image: External link], Kiss won the awards for Album of the Year[image: External link] and Pop Album of the Year[image: External link] and "Call Me Maybe" won in the Single of the Year[image: External link] category.[28] The single received nominations for Song of the Year[image: External link] and Best Pop Solo Performance[image: External link] at the 55th Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link].[29] In 2013, Jepsen became a spokesperson for clothing/footwear brand Candie's[image: External link].[30] In June 2013, Kiss: The Remix[image: External link], a compilation album containing remixes and instrumentals of singles from Kiss, was released exclusively in Japan and peaked at number 157 on the Oricon[image: External link] albums chart.[31] From June to October, Jepsen embarked on The Summer Kiss Tour[image: External link] in support of Kiss, visiting North America and Asia.
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 2014–present: Emotion, Emotion: Side B and other projects




Jepsen's third album was tentatively due for an early 2014 release, but she stated that she would not rush the album, instead taking her time to make sure it was of quality.[32] From February 2014, Jepsen assumed the role of Cinderella in the Broadway[image: External link] production of Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella[image: External link]. She played the part for twelve weeks and starred alongside new cast member Fran Drescher[image: External link].[33] Jepsen spoke of her time on Broadway and taking a break from the music industry: "Being around people who not only didn't care if you were in the pop world but actually preferred if you weren't took my head out of that game in a really healthy way. Suddenly, it wasn't about sitting down and writing a song but having an idea while walking through New York City and thinking 'Where's my phone?'".[34]

In 2014, Jepsen, along with co-writers Josh Ramsay and Tavish Crowe, was the recipient of the International Achievement Award at the annual SOCAN[image: External link] Awards in Toronto.[35]

Jepsen released her third album's lead single, "I Really Like You", in March 2015.[36] Accompanied by a music video in which actor Tom Hanks[image: External link] lip-synced to the song, it peaked at number 14 in Canada and attained top five and top 40 positions in the UK and US, respectively.[13][37] The following month, Jepsen performed a track titled "All That[image: External link]" on Saturday Night Live that was released to digital stores the next day.[38] The album, titled Emotion[image: External link], was released in June 2015 and received positive reviews; the album appeared on many publications' year-end albums lists for 2015.[39][40] Emotion peaked at number eight in Canada and at number 16 on the US Billboard 200.[39] The album includes collaborations with Rostam Batmanglij[image: External link] (of Vampire Weekend[image: External link]), Sia Furler[image: External link], Dev Hynes[image: External link], Greg Kurstin[image: External link], and Ariel Rechtshaid[image: External link].[41] The second single, "Run Away with Me[image: External link]", was released in July.[42]

Jepsen embarked on the Gimmie Love Tour[image: External link] in support of Emotion, playing dates along the east coast of the United States as well as Japan in November 2015.[43] Also during late 2015, Jepsen featured on a new version of Bleachers[image: External link]' song "Shadow"—issued on the compilation album Terrible Thrills, Vol. 2[image: External link][44]—and released a cover of Wham![image: External link]'s "Last Christmas[image: External link]".[45] Jepsen played Frenchy in Grease Live[image: External link], Fox[image: External link]'s live television presentation of the musical Grease[image: External link] on January 31, 2016.[46] It was announced on January 15, 2016, that a new song written specifically for Jepsen called "All I Need Is an Angel" was added to Grease Live. It was penned by Tom Kitt[image: External link] and Brian Yorkey[image: External link].[47][48] The special was nominated Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Casting for a Limited Series, Movie, or Special[image: External link] on Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link] and won 5.[49] Jepsen has recorded the theme song to the Netflix series Fuller House[image: External link], a reboot of the sitcom Full House[image: External link] which premiered in February 2016.[50] Also in 2016, Jepsen is to appear on The Knocks[image: External link]' debut album 55.[51]

Carly was nominated for Fan Choice for the 2016 Juno Awards.[52]

Jepsen released Emotion: Side B[image: External link] on August 26, 2016. The EP contains 8 cut tracks from Emotion[image: External link].[53] The EP has been listed on several end-of-year lists from publications such as Rolling Stone, Pitchfork[image: External link], Stereogum[image: External link], The A.V. Club[image: External link], MuuMuse[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

On May 26, 2017, Jepsen released the single "Cut to the Feeling[image: External link]".[54]. The song was originally intended for both Emotion and Emotion: Side B, but was ultimately left off both releases and instead appeared on the soundtrack for the animated film Ballerina[image: External link], in which Jepsen voices a supporting role.[54]
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 Artistry and influences




Jepsen said that she shares her parents' interest in folk music[image: External link] as a result of her upbringing, naming artists such as Leonard Cohen[image: External link], Bruce Springsteen[image: External link], James Taylor[image: External link], and Van Morrison[image: External link] as inspirations for her debut album, Tug of War (2008).[55][56] During the recording of her EP Curiosity and her second album, Kiss (both 2012), Jepsen said that she became increasingly influenced by pop and dance music[image: External link], in particular the works of Dragonette[image: External link], Kimbra[image: External link], La Roux[image: External link], and Robyn[image: External link].[56][57][58] Her third album, Emotion (2015), drew from her love of pop music from the 1980s and the "old-school" albums of Cyndi Lauper[image: External link], Madonna[image: External link], and Prince[image: External link].[41][59] Jepsen has also expressed admiration for Cat Power[image: External link], Christine and the Queens[image: External link], Tegan and Sara[image: External link],[60] Bleachers[image: External link], Bob Dylan[image: External link], Sky Ferreira[image: External link], Dev Hynes[image: External link], Solange Knowles[image: External link], Joni Mitchell[image: External link], Sinéad O'Connor[image: External link], the Spice Girls[image: External link], and Hank Williams[image: External link].[59][61][62]
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 Activism




Jepsen is a gay rights[image: External link] activist. She was scheduled to perform at the Boy Scouts of America[image: External link] 2013 National Scout Jamboree[image: External link], along with the band Train[image: External link].[63] In March 2013, both cited the controversy over the BSA policy on gay people[image: External link] as barrier to their performance.[64][65] Jepsen released a statement which stated, "As an artist who believes in equality for all people, I will not be participating in the Boy Scouts of America Jamboree this summer."[64]
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 Canadian Idol performances




Below is a list of Jepsen's performances on Canadian Idol[image: External link].[66][67]



	Episode
	Song choice
	Order #
	Result



	Audition
	"Sweet Talker[image: External link]" (original)
	N/A
	Advanced



	Top 80
	"I Try[image: External link]"
	Duets
	Advanced



	Top 40
	"Breathe (2 AM)[image: External link]"
	N/A
	Advanced



	Top 22
	"Put Your Records On[image: External link]"
	11
	Advanced



	Top 18
	"Sweet Ones[image: External link]"
	4
	Advanced



	Top 14
	"Waiting in Vain[image: External link]"
	3
	Advanced



	Top 10
	"Inside and Out[image: External link]"
	3
	Bottom 3



	Top 9
	"Georgia on My Mind[image: External link]"
	5
	Safe



	Top 8
	" Torn[image: External link]"
	7
	Safe



	Top 7
	"Killer Queen[image: External link]"
	3
	Bottom 3



	Top 6
	"Come to My Window[image: External link]"
	4
	Bottom 3



	Top 5
	"Chuck E's in Love[image: External link]"
	4
	Safe



	Top 4
	"My Heart Belongs to Daddy[image: External link]"
	1
	Safe



	"I Got It Bad (and That Ain't Good)[image: External link]"
	5



	Top 3
	"At Seventeen[image: External link]"
	3
	Eliminated



	"White Flag[image: External link]"
	6
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 Discography




Main article: Carly Rae Jepsen discography[image: External link]



	
Tug of War[image: External link] (2008)

	
Kiss[image: External link] (2012)

	
Emotion[image: External link] (2015)
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 Tours







	
Headlining


	
The Summer Kiss Tour[image: External link] (2013)

	
Gimmie Love Tour[image: External link] (2015–16)



Co-headlining


	
Marianas Trench[image: External link], The New Cities[image: External link] and The Mission District – Beside You Tour[image: External link] (2009)




	
Opening act


	
Hanson[image: External link] – Shout It Out World Tour (Canada dates) (2012)

	
Justin Bieber – Believe Tour (North America, Europe & South America dates) (2012/13)

	
Hedley[image: External link] – Hello World Tour[image: External link] (Canada dates) (2016)
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 Filmography






	Television



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2007
	Canadian Idol[image: External link]
	Herself/contestant
	Season 5[image: External link]; finished in 3rd place



	2012
	90210[image: External link]
	Herself
	Season 5 Episode 1[image: External link]: "Til Death Do Us Part"



	2013
	Shake It Up[image: External link]
	Herself
	Season 3 Episode 10[image: External link]: "My Fair Librarian It Up"



	2015
	Saturday Night Live
	Herself/Musical guest
	Season 40 Episode 17[image: External link]: "Michael Keaton[image: External link]/Carly Rae Jepsen"



	2015
	Castle[image: External link]
	Herself
	Season 7 Episode 22[image: External link]: "Dead from New York"



	2015
	Comedy Bang! Bang![image: External link]
	Herself
	Season 4 Episode 24[image: External link]: "Carly Rae Jepsen Wears a Chunky Necklace and Black Ankle Boots"



	2016
	Grease: Live[image: External link]
	Frenchy
	Special






	Film



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2013
	Lennon or McCartney[image: External link]
	Herself
	Short film; interview clip



	2016
	Ballerina[image: External link]
	Odette
	Voice role






	Theatre



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2014
	Rodgers + Hammerstein's Cinderella[image: External link]
	Ella
	Broadway appearance





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	List of awards and nominations received by Carly Rae Jepsen[image: External link]

	
Carly Rae Jepsen[image: External link] – Wikipedia book[image: External link]
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Big Sean






Sean Michael Leonard Anderson[1] (born March 25, 1988), known professionally as Big Sean,[2] is an American rapper from Detroit[image: External link], Michigan[image: External link]. Sean signed with Kanye West's GOOD Music[image: External link] in 2007, Def Jam Recordings in 2008 and Roc Nation[image: External link] in 2014. After releasing a number of mixtapes[image: External link], Sean released his debut studio album, Finally Famous[image: External link], in 2011. He released his second studio album, Hall of Fame[image: External link], in 2013. Sean's third studio album, Dark Sky Paradise[image: External link], was released in 2015 and earned him his first number one album in the US. In 2017, he released his fourth studio album, I Decided[image: External link], which debuted at number one the US Billboard 200 chart.
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 1988–2005: Early life and career beginnings




Sean Michael Leonard Anderson was born on March 25, 1988 in Santa Monica, California[image: External link][3] to Myra and James Anderson. When he was 3 months old, he moved to Detroit, Michigan, where he was raised by his mother, a school teacher, and grandmother.[2][4] He attended the Detroit Waldorf School[image: External link] and graduated from Cass Technical High School[image: External link] with a 3.7 GPA.[5] Big Sean is often heard saying "west side" in his songs; he is referring to the west side of his hometown Detroit, Michigan. In his later years in high school, Sean gained a valuable relationship with Detroit hip-hop station WHTD[image: External link]; he would show his rhyming skills on a weekly basis as part of a rap battle[image: External link] contest held by the station.[6] In 2005, Kanye West was doing a radio interview at 102.7 FM[image: External link]. Hearing about this, Sean headed over to the station to meet West and perform some freestyle. Initially West was reluctant to hear him, however he gave Sean 16 bars to rap for him. According to Big Sean, West enjoyed his freestyle: "As we get to the entrance of the radio station ... we stopped in the middle of the doorway. He starts looking at me and bobbing his head,".[7] After the freestyle, Sean left West his demo tape. Two years later, West signed Big Sean to GOOD Music[image: External link].
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 2007–10: Mixtapes and internet following




On September 30, 2007, Big Sean released his first official mixtape Finally Famous: The Mixtape. His hit single, "Get'cha Some", produced by WrighTrax, attained media attention and led to articles in The Source[image: External link] and the Detroit Metro Times[image: External link]. He also recorded a music video for "Get'cha Some", which was directed by Hype Williams[image: External link].[8] Sean released a second mixtape hosted by Mick Boogie[image: External link] on April 16, 2009, called UKNOWBIGSEAN. It featured the songs "Million Dollars", "Get'cha Some" and "Supa Dupa". This mixtape includes 30 tracks.[9] Sean released a third mixtape hosted by Don Cannon[image: External link] on August 31, 2010 called Finally Famous Vol. 3: BIG[image: External link], which features include major artists like Bun B[image: External link], Chip tha Ripper[image: External link], Curren$y[image: External link], Tyga[image: External link], Drake[image: External link], Mike Posner[image: External link], Chuck Inglish[image: External link], Asher Roth[image: External link], Dom Kennedy[image: External link] and Chiddy Bang[image: External link]. The mixtape includes 20 tracks.[10]

An unauthorized leak of his collaboration with Drake, called "Made" made its way onto the internet on April 30, 2010. In an interview with TheHipHopUpdate.com on May 1, Big Sean expressed his disappointment over the leak, calling it an unfinished version both musically and lyrically. Big Sean's official Facebook page confirmed that his debut album Finally Famous & Consequence[image: External link]'s Cons TV would be released on September 14, 2010. On August 31, Big Sean tweeted that the album was not coming out on that day, but it would be coming out sometime in 2011.[11]
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 2011–12: Finally Famous and Detroit




In an interview on Conspiracy Worldwide Radio, Sean discussed the role Kanye West and No I.D.[image: External link] have had in the development of his first studio album's sonic direction as well as the challenges of being inside the studio with West.[citation needed[image: External link]] The album's lead single[image: External link], "My Last[image: External link]", features vocals from Chris Brown[image: External link] and was produced by No I.D.[12] According to Amazon.com, Big Sean's Finally Famous was delayed by a week, with a tentative release date set for June 28. Big Sean has revealed the cover art for his G.O.O.D. Music debut and explained that the one-week pushback was to be blamed on sample and feature clearance issues.[13] The official track list was revealed on June 7.[14]

Finally Famous[image: External link], Sean's debut studio album, was released June 28, 2011, and spawned three hit singles[image: External link]; "My Last[image: External link]", "Marvin & Chardonnay[image: External link]" and "Dance (Ass)[image: External link]". The album featured guest appearances[image: External link] from Lupe Fiasco[image: External link], John Legend[image: External link], Pharrell[image: External link], Kanye West, Roscoe Dash[image: External link], Wiz Khalifa[image: External link], Chiddy Bang[image: External link], Rick Ross[image: External link], Nicki Minaj[image: External link], Pusha T[image: External link], and included production[image: External link] from No I.D.[image: External link], The Legendary Traxster[image: External link], Andrew "Pop" Wansel, Xaphoon Jones and The Neptunes[image: External link].[15][16][17][18] When the songs "O.T.T.R." and "Flowers" were leaked in July 2011, speculation began of a new mixtape. Sean confirmed in an interview June 28, 2011 that a collaborative mixtape between him and "two other guys in hip-hop that are just killing it right now" will be released "in a couple of weeks". Wiz Khalifa[image: External link] and Curren$y[image: External link], were the suspected featured rappers on the mixtape.[19] However, Wiz Khalifa later confirmed that there would be no mixtape, claiming that the songs were created, "just for fun".

In September 2011, Big Sean confirmed in an interview with the Daily Tribune that he'll be working on his second album during the I Am Finally Famous Tour and plans to release the album sometime in 2012.[20] On October 19, 2011, Kanye West announced on his Twitter plans for a Spring 2012 GOOD Music[image: External link] album release.[21] On April 6, 2012, " Mercy[image: External link]", the lead single[image: External link] from the GOOD Music compilation album[image: External link], Cruel Summer[image: External link], was released.[22] The song, produced by newly signed in-house producer Lifted, features Big Sean along with Kanye West, Pusha T[image: External link] and southern rapper 2 Chainz[image: External link].[23] Big Sean then announced his fourth mixtape would be titled "Detroit" and would serve as a lead-in to his second studio album.[21] He then began promoting the mixtape, releasing short versions of the songs on his YouTube page. On September 5, 2012, Big Sean released the mixtape Detroit[image: External link] which features guest appearances from fellow rappers J. Cole[image: External link], Juicy J[image: External link], King Chip[image: External link], French Montana[image: External link], Royce da 5'9"[image: External link], Kendrick Lamar[image: External link] and Tyga[image: External link].
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 2013–15: Hall of Fame and Dark Sky Paradise




Big Sean pushed back the release date of his second studio album Hall of Fame[image: External link], and was eventually released on August 27, 2013. The album has skits to give it a "classic feel", and includes features from multiple artists, including Lil Wayne, Miguel[image: External link], and Nas[image: External link]. The album's production[image: External link] was primarily handled by No I.D.[image: External link], and Key Wane[image: External link] along with additional production from Hit-Boy, and Da Internz[image: External link], Mike Dean[image: External link], Travis Scott[image: External link], Xaphoon Jones[image: External link] and Young Chop[image: External link] among others. Big Sean also stated in an interview that he was in the studio with fellow Detroit native Eminem[image: External link]. Sean went on to say they made a "Detroit classic" but he is unsure if it will be on Hall of Fame because of "timing issues".[24] Hall of Fame had spawned five singles, " Guap[image: External link]", "Switch Up[image: External link]" featuring Common[image: External link], " Beware[image: External link]" featuring Jhené Aiko[image: External link] and Lil Wayne, " Fire[image: External link]", and "Ashley" featuring Miguel[image: External link].

A month prior to the release of Hall of Fame, Big Sean told Complex[image: External link] that he had already begun work on his third album due to the inspiration from his new relationship.[25] On September 12, 2014 Big Sean announced that he had signed with Roc Nation[image: External link]. Later that same day he released four new songs titled, "I Don't Fuck with You[image: External link]", "Paradise", "4th Quarter" and "Jit/Juke". Producers for these songs include, Mike Will Made It[image: External link], DJ Mustard[image: External link], Kanye West, DJ Dahi[image: External link], Nate Fox, Da Internz[image: External link], L&F, and Key Wane[image: External link].[26][27] "I Don't Fuck with You" was released to iTunes on September 19, 2014.[28] In an interview with Sway Calloway, Sean confirmed that Lil Wayne will be featured on the album.[29]

On January 25, 2015 various artists who worked on Big Sean's upcoming third studio album such as Kanye West, Ty Dolla Sign[image: External link], DJ Mustard[image: External link], Drake[image: External link], Travis Scott[image: External link] and Ariana Grande[image: External link] posted the album cover to Twitter or Instagram[image: External link].[30] The next day, Big Sean posted a trailer to his new album which revealed the album's release date as February 24, 2015.[31] The album, Dark Sky Paradise[image: External link] debuted atop the Billboard 200 making it his first No. 1 album.[32] He would lead with Video singles for songs entitled "IDFWU", "Blessings", "I Know", "One Man Can Change The World", and "Play No Games." As of February 1, 2016, Dark Sky Paradise was certified platinum. On December 31, 2015, Big Sean released a track recapping 2015, "What A Year (Ft. Pharrell Williams & Detail)".
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 2016–present: TWENTY88 and I Decided.




On March 25, 2016, Big Sean released a track to celebrate his 28th birthday, "Get My Shit Together". Two days later he announced a self-titled[image: External link] album with Jhené Aiko[image: External link], as TWENTY88, scheduled to be released on April 1, 2016, exclusively on Tidal.[33] On April 5, 2016, the Album became available on Spotify and Apple Music. A week after the exclusive release of TWENT88 on Tidal, Big Sean and Jhené Aiko[image: External link] released a 15-minute short film called "Out of Love", which is composed of several recordings from the album.[34] Around the same month, upon the wake of the Flint water crisis[image: External link], Big Sean tweeted to the city's official Twitter account, asking if he could do anything to help, and later on donated $10,000.[35]

On October 31, 2016, Big Sean released "Bounce Back[image: External link]" as the lead single from his fourth studio album, I Decided[image: External link], which was released February 3, 2017.[36] "Moves" was released as an instant-grat on December 16, 2016. Sean has consulted the advice of Jay Z[image: External link] and Rick Rubin[image: External link] while working on the album.[37] Big Sean achieved his second number one album on the Billboard 200 chart, as I Decided debuted at the top. It earned 151,000 equivalent album units in the week of February 9, according to Nielsen Music. 65,000 of the amount were in pure album sales.[38]

Two months after the release of I Decided, Big Sean was offered the official Key to the City[image: External link] of Detroit for his contribution to his own Sean Anderson foundation.[39][40][41]
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 Artistry




Big Sean has cited Kanye West, Eminem[image: External link], The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link], and J Dilla[image: External link] as his influences.[42][43]
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 Personal life




Big Sean dated his high school sweetheart, Ashley Marie, whom he met when he was sixteen and started dating at nineteen until their break-up in early 2013.[44] He subsequently began dating actress Naya Rivera[image: External link], whom he first met over Twitter; their relationship became public in April 2013, though Big Sean told Complex[image: External link] that they had been dating for a while beforehand.[25] Big Sean and Rivera announced their engagement in October 2013, but ended the engagement in April 2014.[45][46] In October 2014, singer Ariana Grande[image: External link] confirmed she and Big Sean were dating.[47] Sean and Grande made their red carpet debut at the 2015 Grammys[image: External link].[48] In April 2015, the couple ended their relationship after eight months of dating.[49]

In late October 2008, Big Sean was featured in The Source[image: External link] and headlined the "Style" section of the magazine.[50] In the article Sean talks about his own personal style and states that his favorite clothing brands are 10 Deep, Billionaire Boys Club[image: External link], and Bape[image: External link]. Big Sean has posed in the Winter 2008 Billionaire Boys Club[image: External link] lookbook,[51] and is a consistent representative of Ti$A[52] clothing and hats, along with Chris Brown and Tyga. He also has an endorsement deal with Adidas through which he has released his own "Detroit Player" line of sneakers [53] and is a follower of the Rosewood clothing style.[54] In 2013, Big Sean launched his own clothing company, Aura Gold.[55][56]
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 Legal troubles




On August 4, 2011, Big Sean was arrested for third degree sexual assault[image: External link] at a concert in Lewiston, New York[image: External link].[57] On October 26, he pleaded guilty to second-degree unlawful imprisonment, and was fined $750.[58] The charges of third-degree sexual abuse were dropped. Big Sean's attorney, Scott Leemon, stated that he "...did not engage in any type of sexual misconduct."[58]
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 Discography




Main article: Big Sean discography[image: External link]
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 Studio albums





	
Finally Famous[image: External link] (2011)

	
Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2013)

	
Dark Sky Paradise[image: External link] (2015)

	
I Decided[image: External link] (2017)
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 Collaboration albums





	
Twenty88[image: External link] (2016) (with Jhené Aiko[image: External link] as Twenty88)
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 Tours
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 Headlining





	I Am Finally Famous Tour (2011)

	Detroit Tour (2013)

	Hall of Fame Tour (2014)

	I Decided Tour (2017)
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 Supporting act





	
J. Cole[image: External link] – Forest Hills Drive Tour[image: External link] (2015)

	
Rihanna[image: External link] – Anti World Tour[image: External link] (2016)
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	List of awards and nominations received by Big Sean[image: External link]
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DJ Khaled






Not to be confused with Khaled (musician)[image: External link].

Khaled Mohamed Khaled[1] (born November 26, 1975),[2][3] known professionally as DJ Khaled, is an American record producer, radio personality, DJ, record label executive, and author. He previously went by the name Arab Attack, but changed it after the 9/11[image: External link] attacks, as he did not want to appear insensitive.[4] He was a radio host for the Miami[image: External link]-based urban music radio station WEDR[image: External link] and the DJ for the hip hop group Terror Squad[image: External link]. From 2004 to 2006, Khaled assisted in the production of the hip-hop albums Real Talk[image: External link] by Fabolous[image: External link], True Story[image: External link] by Terror Squad[image: External link], All or Nothing[image: External link] and Me, Myself, & I[image: External link] by Fat Joe[image: External link].[5]

In 2006, Khaled released his debut studio album Listennn... the Album[image: External link]. He went on to release We the Best[image: External link] (2007), We Global[image: External link] (2008), Victory[image: External link] (2010), We the Best Forever[image: External link] (2011), Kiss the Ring[image: External link] (2012) and Suffering from Success[image: External link] (2013). In 2009, Khaled became the president of record label Def Jam South[image: External link] and he is also the CEO and founder of We the Best Music Group[image: External link].[6] Khaled released his eighth studio album, I Changed a Lot[image: External link], on October 23, 2015. In July 2016 he released his ninth studio album Major Key[image: External link], and on June 23 his tenth studio album, Grateful[image: External link], will be released.
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 1975–2003: Early life and career beginnings




Khaled was born on November 26, 1975, in New Orleans[image: External link], Louisiana, to Palestinian parents who had immigrated to the United States. He has described himself as a devout Muslim[image: External link].[7] His parents were musicians and played Arabic music[image: External link]. Khaled started developing an interest in rap and soul music at a young age and his parents supported his interest. He took up work in a local recording store which helped to lay foundations for his music career.[2][8]

During his early career, Khaled built alliances with many young artists and helped champion them before they were major stars including Birdman[image: External link], Lil Wayne, and Mavado[image: External link]. One of his first jobs was at the New Orleans record store Odyssey where he met both Birdman and Lil Wayne in 1993.[9] After leaving Odyssey, he began DJing in reggae soundclashes, mixing dancehall and hip-hop. His first radio gig was on a pirate[image: External link] station. Soon after that, he started co-hosting with 2 Live Crew[image: External link]’s Luther Campbell[image: External link] on Campbell's WEDR[image: External link] radio show The Luke Show in 1998. In 2003, he started hosting a weeknight radio show on WEDR.[6][8][9] During his career, Khaled has used many monikers including Arab Attack (discontinued soon after September 11 attacks[image: External link]), Big Dog Pitbull, Terror Squadian (used during his time with the hip-hop group Terror Squad[image: External link]), Beat Novacane (a moniker under which he produces beats), The Don Dada, Mr. Miami etc. Khaled has stated that he used the moniker Arab Attack for music as in saying "attack with music", but it was soon discontinued by him after September 11 attacks since he felt that using it would seem disrespectful and offending towards those who suffered due to the attacks.[10][11][12]
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 2006–08: Listennn... the Album, We the Best, and We Global




On June 6, 2006, his debut album Listennn... the Album[image: External link] was released by Koch Records[image: External link]; it premiered on the US Billboard 200 chart at number 12.[13] We the Best[image: External link] (2007) is his second album with singles "I'm So Hood" with T-Pain[image: External link], Trick Daddy[image: External link], Plies[image: External link], and Rick Ross[image: External link] and "We Takin' Over" with Akon[image: External link], T.I.[image: External link], Rick Ross[image: External link], Fat Joe[image: External link], Birdman[image: External link], and Lil Wayne. "We Takin' Over" peaked at number 28 on the US Billboard Hot 100 and number 11 on the US Hot Rap Tracks[image: External link] chart and was certified Gold by the Recording Industry Association of America on November 20, 2007.[14] Khaled made a guest appearance on Birdman's 2007 album 5 * Stunna[image: External link] on the single "100 Million[image: External link]"; which also features Rick Ross, Dre[image: External link], Young Jeezy[image: External link] and Lil Wayne. That year, Khaled won two Ozone Awards: one for Best Video ("We Takin' Over") and another for Best Radio DJ.[15]

In 2008, Khaled's third album We Global[image: External link] came out with singles "Out Here Grindin[image: External link]" with Akon, Rick Ross, Lil' Boosie[image: External link], Trick Daddy, Ace Hood[image: External link], and Plies, followed by "Go Hard[image: External link]" featuring Kanye West and T-Pain. RIAA certified the single "I'm So Hood" Platinum on June 4, 2008.[14] That year, Khaled won DJ of the Year awards from the BET Hip Hop Awards and Ozone Awards.[16][17] He was appointed the president of Def Jam South[image: External link] in 2009.[18]
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 2010–12: Victory, We the Best Forever, and Kiss the Ring




His fourth studio album Victory[image: External link] was released on March 2, 2010. The album featured guest appearances from Drake[image: External link], Lil Wayne, Rick Ross[image: External link], Nas[image: External link], Snoop Dogg[image: External link], Ludacris, Nelly[image: External link], and more. The single "All I Do Is Win[image: External link]" featuring Ludacris, Rick Ross, Snoop Dogg, and T-Pain[image: External link] was certified as a double-platinum single. Other singles include: "Put Your Hands Up[image: External link]" featuring Ross, Young Jeezy[image: External link], Plies[image: External link], and Schife, and "Fed Up[image: External link]" featuring Usher[image: External link], Drake, Ross, and Jeezy. The album had low sales and debuted at number 12 on the Billboard 200.

DJ Khaled announced the title of the album, We the Best Forever[image: External link], on Twitter.[19] On August 19, Khaled signed to Cash Money Records[image: External link] along to Universal Motown[image: External link], the album will be released under the label, also under E1 Entertainment[image: External link], Terror Squad[image: External link], Def Jam South[image: External link], and Khaled's own label We the Best Music Group[image: External link], with confirmed guests as Fat Joe[image: External link], Chris Brown, Keyshia Cole[image: External link], Cee Lo Green[image: External link], Cool & Dre[image: External link], Rick Ross, Kanye West, Jay-Z[image: External link], Nas, Birdman[image: External link], Lil Wayne, T.I.[image: External link], Akon[image: External link], Drake, and Nicki Minaj[image: External link][20][21][22][23] The first single titled "Welcome to My Hood[image: External link]", featuring Rick Ross[image: External link], Plies[image: External link], Lil Wayne and T-Pain[image: External link] was released in January 13 of 2011, which was produced by The Renegades, and co-produced by DJ Khaled himself and The Nasty Beatmakers. The song is the first released under Cash Money Records[image: External link] and Universal Motown[image: External link],[24] a music video was filmed in Miami, Florida[image: External link] and directed by Gil Green[image: External link], featuring cameos by Flo Rida[image: External link], Bow Wow[image: External link], Busta Rhymes[image: External link], and other artists.[25] The next single, "I'm On One[image: External link]", featuring Drake[image: External link], Rick Ross and Lil Wayne, was released on May 20, 2011. DJ Khaled performed the song at BET Awards 2011[image: External link] which aired on June 26, 2011.[26]

On December 10, 2011, DJ Khaled announced the title of his next album, Kiss the Ring[image: External link], via a video, with the release date as "coming soon", presumed 2012.[27] Guests on the album are T-Pain[image: External link], French Montana[image: External link], Future, Wiz Khalifa[image: External link], Nas[image: External link], Plies[image: External link], Ace Hood[image: External link], Kanye West, Rick Ross[image: External link], Meek Mill[image: External link], Big Sean, 2 Chainz[image: External link], Jadakiss[image: External link], Kirko Bangz[image: External link], Mack Maine[image: External link], Tyga[image: External link], T.I.[image: External link], J. Cole[image: External link], Kendrick Lamar[image: External link], Big K.R.I.T.[image: External link], Mavado[image: External link], Wale[image: External link] and many more. Khaled mentioned that he had a verse from someone very special which was later revealed as Scarface[image: External link]. The first single released was "Take It to the Head[image: External link]" featuring Chris Brown[image: External link], Rick Ross[image: External link], Nicki Minaj[image: External link] and Lil Wayne. The second single released was "I Wish You Would[image: External link]" featuring Kanye West & Rick Ross[image: External link]. Kiss the Ring was released on August 21, 2012.[28] The third official single was "Bitches and Bottles" featuring T.I, Lil Wayne, and Future.
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 2013–15: Suffering from Success and I Changed a Lot




In January 2013, DJ Khaled announced that he had already started working on his seventh album and that it was titled Suffering from Success[image: External link]. After going to a doctor due to a bald spot on his beard the doctor told him he was "suffering from success" which inspired the album title.

The first single from the album is titled "No New Friends[image: External link]" and features Drake[image: External link], Lil Wayne and Rick Ross[image: External link], along with production coming from Boi-1da[image: External link] and Noah "40" Shebib[image: External link].[29] On April 14, 2013 DJ Khaled released a promotional video for Suffering for Success and the first single "No New Friends".[30] The single was then premiered the following day and released to iTunes of April 19, 2013.[31][32] "No New Friends" has since debuted at #55 on the Billboard Hot 100. On June 10, 2013, it was announced that Suffering from Success would be released on September 24, 2013.[33] On July 25, 2013, Khaled publicly "proposed" to fellow Cash Money[image: External link] artist Nicki Minaj[image: External link] via MTV[image: External link]. He supported his offer with a 10-karat diamond ring from Rafaello & Co., valued at about $500,000.[34] Later, he reaffirmed his proposal in an interview with Power 106[image: External link]'s DJ Felli Fel[image: External link], stating: "I ain't a young boy no more. I'm on my thinking the future. I just had to be honest. I always liked her. She's my friend, of course. And I like her. It's more than a crush."[35] On July 29, 2013, in an interview with Funkmaster Flex[image: External link], Minaj denied Khaled's proposal, saying: "Khaled is my brother and Khaled was not serious with that damn proposal, ya'll. Please let it go. He was kidding."[36] The same day, Flex premiered Khaled's new single, titled "I Wanna Be with You" which featured Minaj, as well as frequent collaborators Future and Rick Ross. This lead some to believe that his proposal was a "publicity stunt" to promote his new single.[37][38]

On April 28, 2014, DJ Khaled announced in an interview with MTV that Jay Z[image: External link] will be featured on his new single. The interview was noted due to Khaled "cursing, gesturing, and tossing the microphone to the floor in an effort to convey the importance and impact of the music he has coming this summer."[39] A few hours after that, he released the single called "They Don't Love You No More[image: External link]", also featuring frequent collaborators Rick Ross, Meek Mill and French Montana. The song will be on his eight studio album titled I Changed A Lot, which is set for a 2015 release.[40][41] Then the following day, "They Don't Love You No More" was serviced to mainstream urban[image: External link] radio in the United States.[42] On July 1, 2014, Khaled announced that he has partnered with Danish audio company Bang & Olufsen[image: External link] to launch his own brand of headphones, titled "We the Best Sound".[43] The brand is advertised in the video "They Don't Love You No More." On August 8, 2014, Khaled released the official artwork for the second single from I Changed A Lot entitled "Hold You Down[image: External link]" which features Chris Brown, August Alsina[image: External link], Future and Jeremih[image: External link], and is produced by Bkorn[image: External link], Lee On the Beats[image: External link] and LDB. The single was released on August 11, 2014, along with a music video, directed by Gil Green[image: External link].[44] On November 3, 2014, Khaled released the remix to "Hold You Down" featuring Usher, Rick Ross[image: External link], Fabolous[image: External link], and Ace Hood[image: External link].

On May 11, 2015, DJ Khaled revealed that he had parted ways with Cash Money Records, amicably. "I'm not signed to Cash Money at all. I've been off for a minute," Khaled revealed. "It's not that I'm here to promote that I've been off. That's family. But, nah, it's just We The Best. Nothing negative, everything's beautiful." [45] On the same day, DJ Khaled released the third single off the upcoming album I Changed a Lot[image: External link] titled "How Many Times[image: External link]", featuring Chris Brown, Lil Wayne and Big Sean produced Bkorn[image: External link], Lee on the Beats[image: External link] and OZ.[46] DJ Khaled revealed that his long delayed album, I Changed A Lot, released on October 23, 2015 and also revealed the album's artwork.
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 2016–present: Major Key and Grateful




On February 5, 2016, DJ Khaled premiered the debut his new We The Best[image: External link] Radio show on Beats 1[image: External link] with the premiere of Future's fourth studio album EVOL[image: External link].[47] On February 14, 2016, DJ Khaled announced that he would debut French Montana's[image: External link] new mixtape on We The Best Radio.[48] The Wave Gods[image: External link] titled mixtape premiered on February 19, 2016.[49] On February 29, 2016, Khaled signed a management-only deal with Jay Z's company, Roc Nation[image: External link] and announced his ninth studio album, Major Key[image: External link], was going to be released in 2016, specifically on July 29, and has a lion on the cover.[50][51] On June 3, 2016, Khaled released the first single off Major Key, "For Free[image: External link]" which is produced by the OVO team of Nineteen85 and Jordan Ullman.[52] He also announced his album will feature Jay Z, Future, Kanye West, Big Sean, Lil Wayne, and Rick Ross.[52] He later released a track called "I Got the Keys[image: External link]" with Jay Z and Future, that premiered after the 2016 BET Awards.[51][52]

On December 24, 2016, Khaled announced on Twitter that he's working on his tenth studio album.[53] In January 2017, he was seen in the studio on his Snapchat with potential collaborators, such as Chance the Rapper, Justin Bieber, Migos and Mariah Carey.[54][55]

On February 9, 2017, DJ Khaled announced his tenth studio album titled Grateful and said that it was going to be released in 2017.[56] On February 12, 2017, DJ Khaled released the lead single to Grateful titled " Shining[image: External link]" featuring Beyoncé[image: External link] and Jay Z[image: External link] on TIDAL and iTunes.
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 Internet popularity




In late 2015–16, a number of Snapchat[image: External link] videos of Khaled's detailing his "key to success" received significant attention on the internet due to his larger-than-life persona, mainly popularized by the YouTube channel h3h3Productions[image: External link]. This newfound online recognition caused him to gain popularity; becoming an "internet phenomenon[image: External link]", with some now describing him as a "living meme[image: External link]" or "meme in human form".[57][58][59]
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 Personal life




Khaled is engaged to Nicole Tuck, who gave birth to their son, Asahd, on October 23, 2016.[60]

In October 2016, he became the face of "Ciroc Mango" and starred in CÎROC’s new episode of “Let’s Get It" called “Let’s Get It: Khaled’s Odyssey".[61]
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 Writing




In 2016, he penned a book called The Keys, which included his opinions on success, real life stories, and mogul talk.[62]
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 Discography




Main article: DJ Khaled discography[image: External link]



	
Listennn... the Album[image: External link] (2006)

	
We the Best[image: External link] (2007)

	
We Global[image: External link] (2008)

	
Victory[image: External link] (2010)

	
We the Best Forever[image: External link] (2011)

	
Kiss the Ring[image: External link] (2012)

	
Suffering from Success[image: External link] (2013)

	
I Changed a Lot[image: External link] (2015)

	
Major Key[image: External link] (2016)

	
Grateful[image: External link] (2017)[56]
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 Recurring collaborators




This chart lists every artist who has appeared in at least three different albums by DJ Khaled (including bonus tracks and remixes). His most frequent collaborator is Rick Ross[image: External link], who has appeared on 35 songs, among all ten of Khaled's albums so far.[63] Lil Wayne has appeared on nine, whilst Jadakiss[image: External link] has appeared on eight and Birdman[image: External link] has appeared on seven.[needs update[image: External link]]



	Artist
	Listennn... the Album[image: External link]
	We the Best[image: External link]
	We Global[image: External link]
	Victory[image: External link]
	We the Best Forever[image: External link]
	Kiss the Ring[image: External link]
	Suffering from Success[image: External link]
	I Changed a Lot[image: External link]
	Major Key[image: External link]
	Grateful[image: External link]
	Total



	Rick Ross[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	10



	Lil Wayne
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	9



	Jadakiss[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	8



	Birdman[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7



	Plies[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6



	Ace Hood[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6



	Jeezy[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6



	Fat Joe[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6



	Big Sean
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6



	Mavado[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6



	Bun B[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5



	T-Pain[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	archived recording
	
	
	
	5



	Akon[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5



	Busta Rhymes[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5



	Chris Brown
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5



	T.I.[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5



	Nas[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5



	Drake[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5



	Future
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5



	Trick Daddy[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4



	John Legend[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4



	Meek Mill[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4



	Wale[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4



	Fabolous[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4



	French Montana[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4



	Nicki Minaj[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4



	2 Chainz[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4



	Jay Z[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4



	Jeremih[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4



	Brisco[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3



	Pitbull[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3



	Jim Jones[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3



	The Game[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3



	Ludacris
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3



	Beanie Sigel[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3



	Boosie Badazz[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3



	Vado[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3



	Kanye West
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	intended
	
	3



	J. Cole[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3



	Wiz Khalifa[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3
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 Awards and nominations
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 BET Awards[image: External link]





	2008, Best Music Collaboration ("I'm So Hood (Remix)") with Young Jeezy[image: External link], Ludacris, Busta Rhymes[image: External link], Big Boi[image: External link], Lil Wayne, Fat Joe[image: External link], Birdman, & Rick Ross (Nominated)[64]
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 BET Hip Hop Awards[image: External link]






	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result



	2007
	"We Takin' Over" (with Akon[image: External link], T.I.[image: External link], Rick Ross[image: External link], Fat Joe[image: External link], Birdman[image: External link], & Lil Wayne)
	Best Hip-Hop Collabo
	Nominated[65]



	People's Champ Award[66]
	Nominated



	2008
	"I'm So Hood[image: External link] (Remix)" (with Young Jeezy[image: External link], Ludacris, Busta Rhymes[image: External link], Big Boi[image: External link], Lil Wayne, Fat Joe, Birdman, & Rick Ross)
	Best Collaboration
	Won[67]



	Himself
	MVP of the Year[68]
	Won



	DJ of the Year
	Nominated[69]



	2009
	Nominated



	2010[image: External link]
	Won



	"All I Do Is Win[image: External link] (Remix)" (featuring Rick Ross[image: External link], T-Pain[image: External link], Busta Rhymes[image: External link], P. Diddy[image: External link], Fabolous[image: External link], Fat Joe[image: External link], Jadakiss[image: External link] & Nicki Minaj[image: External link])
	Reese’s Perfect Combo Award
	Nominated



	"All I Do Is Win[image: External link]" (featuring T-Pain[image: External link], Ludacris, Rick Ross[image: External link] & Snoop Dogg[image: External link])
	Best Club Banger
	Nominated



	2011[image: External link]
	"I'm on One[image: External link]" (featuring Drake[image: External link], Rick Ross[image: External link] and Lil Wayne)
	Nominated



	Reese’s Perfect Combo Award (Best Collab)
	Nominated



	Best Hip Hop Video
	Nominated



	Himself
	DJ of the Year
	Won



	2012[image: External link]
	Won



	2013[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2014[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2015[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2016[image: External link][70]
	Won



	MVP of the Year
	Won



	Hustler of the Year
	Won



	"I Got the Keys[image: External link]" (featuring Jay Z[image: External link] & Future)
	Best Hip Hop Video
	Nominated



	Best Collabo, Duo or Group
	Nominated



	"For Free[image: External link]" (featuring Drake[image: External link])
	Nominated



	People's Champ Award
	Nominated



	I Changed a Lot[image: External link]
	Album of the Year
	Nominated





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Grammy Awards[image: External link]




The Grammy Awards[image: External link] are awarded annually by the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences[image: External link] of the United States. Khaled has 2 nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result



	2012[image: External link]
	"I'm on One[image: External link]" (featuring Rick Ross[image: External link], Drake[image: External link] & Lil Wayne)
	Best Rap/Song Collaboration[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2017[image: External link]
	Major Key[image: External link]
	Best Rap Album[image: External link]
	Nominated
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 Ozone Awards[image: External link]





	2008, DJ of the Year (Won)[71]


	2007, Best Video, ("We Takin' Over", directed by Gil Green) (Won)[72]


	2007, Best Radio DJ (Won)[72]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "Rapper DJ Khaled Countersues Jeweler for Fraud"[image: External link]. JCK Magazine. Retrieved 3 November 2015.


	
^ a b Jace Clayton (June 12, 2013). "Interview: DJ Khaled"[image: External link]. The Fader[image: External link]. Retrieved July 27, 2015.


	
^ "DJ Khaled"[image: External link]. BBC.


	
^ "10 Things You Didn't Know About DJ Khaled"[image: External link]. HotNewHipHop. Retrieved 2016-01-30.


	
^ "DJ Khaled > Credits"[image: External link]. allmusic. Retrieved December 13, 2008.


	
^ a b Korten, Tristram (November 5, 1998). "Faithful As I Wanna Be"[image: External link]. Miami New Times. Retrieved December 13, 2008.


	
^ Peltz, Jonathan (August 13, 2014). "Larry King's Interview with DJ Khaled Was the Pinnacle of All Journalism"[image: External link]. Noisey. Vice[image: External link]. Retrieved 21 February 2016.


	
^ a b "Jamz Jocks – Khaled"[image: External link]. WEDR. Retrieved September 5, 2011.


	
^ a b "10 Things We Learned reading "Dirty South" by Ben Westhoff"[image: External link]. HipHopDX[image: External link]. Cheri Media Group. May 6, 2011. Retrieved July 27, 2015.


	
^ David Drake (April 4, 2013). "20 Things People Think About Rap That Aren't True"[image: External link]. Complex[image: External link]. Retrieved July 27, 2013.


	
^ "Book – DJ Khaled – Artist Management"[image: External link]. 360 Media Touring. August 1, 2009. Retrieved July 27, 2015.


	
^ Joshua Neuman (April 15, 2008). "DJ Khaled: The _Heeb_ Interview"[image: External link]. Heeb[image: External link]. Heeb Media, LLC. Retrieved July 27, 2015.


	
^ Harris, Chris (June 14, 2006). "AFI Score First Billboard #1; Ice Cube And Yung Joc Open Big"[image: External link]. MTV News. Retrieved December 13, 2008.


	
^ a b "Gold & Platinum - RIAA"[image: External link]. RIAA. Retrieved 2017-03-30.


	
^ "Lil' Wayne & T-Pain Win Big At The Ozone Awards"[image: External link]. RapSearch.com. August 14, 2007. Retrieved December 14, 2008.


	
^ "DJ of the Year"[image: External link]. BET. 2008. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2008-10-14.


	
^ Hale, Andreas (August 13, 2008). "2008 Ozone Awards Winners And Recap"[image: External link]. HipHopDX. Retrieved December 14, 2008.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Wants Hits – Not Beef – As President Of Def Jam South"[image: External link]. Shaheem Reid. MTV Networks. February 19, 2009. Retrieved May 25, 2009.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Begins Working On New Album"[image: External link]. Rap Radar. 2010-08-15. Retrieved 2012-03-19.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Joins Cash Money Records"[image: External link]. Rap Radar. 2010-08-19. Retrieved 2012-03-19.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Recruits Lil Wayne, Chris Brown for New Album"[image: External link]. Rap-Up.com. Retrieved 2011-05-10.


	
^ Reid, Shaheem (2010-09-01). "DJ Khaled Says An Eminem Collabo Would 'Rip The Streets Apart' – Music, Celebrity, Artist News"[image: External link]. MTV. Retrieved 2011-05-10.


	
^ Ryon, Sean (2011-02-08). "DJ Khaled Enlists Kanye West, Drake for Cash Money Debut | Get The Latest Hip Hop News, Rap News & Hip Hop Album Sales"[image: External link]. HipHop DX. Retrieved 2011-05-10.


	
^ "New Music: DJ Khaled f/ Rick Ross, Plies, Lil Wayne & T-Pain – "Welcome to My Hood" "[image: External link]. Rap-Up. 2011-01-13. Retrieved 2012-03-19.


	
^ "Behind the Video: DJ Khaled f/ T-Pain, Rick Ross, Lil Wayne, & Plies – ‘Welcome to My Hood’"[image: External link]. Rap-Up.com. 2011-01-21. Retrieved 2011-05-10.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Performing at BET Awards 2011"[image: External link].


	
^ Horowitz, Steven J. (2011-12-09). "DJ Khaled Announces New Album "Kiss The Ring" | Get The Latest Hip Hop News, Rap News & Hip Hop Album Sales"[image: External link]. HipHop DX. Retrieved 2012-03-19.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Announces New Album 'Kiss the Ring' "[image: External link]. Rap-Up[image: External link]. Lazerine. December 9, 2012. Retrieved April 15, 2012.


	
^ "Drake Is Dropping 2 New Songs Next Week"[image: External link]. Complex. 2013-04-12. Retrieved 2013-10-21.


	
^ "Watch DJ Khaled Promo His New Single, "No New Friends," With a Movie"[image: External link]. Complex. 2013-04-14. Retrieved 2013-10-21.


	
^ "Listen: DJ Khaled f/ Drake, Lil Wayne & Rick Ross "No New Friends" "[image: External link]. Complex. 2013-04-15. Retrieved 2013-10-21.


	
^ "iTunes – Music – No New Friends (SFTB Remix) [feat. Drake, Rick Ross & Lil Wayne] – Single by DJ Khaled"[image: External link]. Itunes.apple.com. 2013-04-19. Retrieved 2013-10-21.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Reveals Release Date For Suffering From Success – Music, Celebrity, Artist News"[image: External link]. MTV.com. 2013-06-10. Retrieved 2013-10-21.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Proposes To Nicki Minaj With A 10 Karat Rock: Watch!"[image: External link]. MTV. Retrieved 2013-07-26.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Explains Why He Wants Nicki Minaj’s Hand In Marriage"[image: External link]. XXL. Retrieved 2013-07-30.


	
^ "Nicki Minaj Responds To DJ Khaled’s Proposal: "He Was Kidding!" "[image: External link]. XXL. Retrieved 2013-07-30.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Featuring Nicki Minaj, Rick Ross & Future "I Wanna Be With You" "[image: External link]. XXL. Retrieved 2013-07-30.


	
^ "Listen: DJ Khaled f/ Nicki Minaj, Rick Ross & Future "I Wanna Be With You" "[image: External link]. Complex. Retrieved 2013-07-30.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Announces New Album & New Single Featuring Jay Z"[image: External link]. The Source. Retrieved 29 April 2014.


	
^ "Listen to DJ Khaled's "They Don't Love You No More" f/ Jay Z, Meek Mill, Rick Ross and French Montana"[image: External link]. Complex. Retrieved 29 April 2014.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Ft. Jay Z, Meek Mill, French Montana & Rick Ross "They Don’t Love You No More" "[image: External link]. AllHipHop.com. 2014-04-28. Retrieved 2014-08-09.


	
^ "Frequency News"[image: External link]. Frequency News. 2014-04-29. Retrieved 2014-08-09.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Is Coming Out With New Headphones"[image: External link]. XXL. Retrieved 1 July 2014.


	
^ "DJ Khaled, Chris Brown, August Alsina, Future & Jeremih "Hold You Down" Single Cover Revealed – Rap Dose"[image: External link]. Rap Dose.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Reveals He’s No Longer Signed To Cash Money"[image: External link]. BallerStatus.com. May 11, 2015.


	
^ "DJ KHALED on Twitter"[image: External link]. Twitter.


	
^ "New Future Album to Be Premiered on DJ Khaled's New Beats 1 Show – Pitchfork"[image: External link].


	
^ Hernandez, Victoria. "DJ Khaled to premiere French Montana's mixtape"[image: External link]. HipHopDX[image: External link]. Retrieved February 14, 2016.


	
^ "Here's French Montana's 'Wave Gods' Mixtape Hosted By Max B"[image: External link]. Complex[image: External link]. February 20, 2016. Retrieved March 15, 2016.


	
^ "DJ Khaled signs management deal with Roc Nation"[image: External link]. The Verge. 29 February 2016. Retrieved 29 February 2016.


	
^ a b Hernandez, Victoria (June 25, 2016). "DJ Khaled shares new single and album release date"[image: External link]. HipHopDX[image: External link]. News. Retrieved June 25, 2016.


	
^ a b c Walker, Angus (June 3, 2016). "DJ Khaled announces party anthem with Drake and guest appearances for upcoming albums"[image: External link]. Hotnewhiphop. Retrieved June 3, 2016.


	
^ djkhaled (24 December 2016). "#2017 new album coming! I produced some very special 🔑s already in the can aka the studio drive…"[image: External link] (Tweet) – via Twitter.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Teases Chance the Rapper, Justin Bieber, & Alicia Keys Collaborations"[image: External link]. Rap-Up. January 16, 2017. Retrieved January 18, 2017.


	
^ Platon, Adelle (January 17, 2017). "DJ Khaled Hits the Studio with Travis Scott, Mariah Carey, Migos & Chance The Rapper"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved January 18, 2017.


	
^ a b "DJ Khaled Announces New Album Title in Press Conference With Chance and Puff Daddy"[image: External link]. Pitchfork[image: External link]. Retrieved February 9, 2017.


	
^ "DJ Khaled holds a major key to American prosperity"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. ISSN[image: External link]  0458-3035[image: External link]. Retrieved 2016-02-17.


	
^ "Bless up: How DJ Khaled became the year's most positive meme"[image: External link]. The Verge. Retrieved 2016-02-17.


	
^ "DJ Khaled Can Thank Snapchat for Increasing His Popularity – XXL"[image: External link]. XXL Mag. Retrieved 2016-02-17.


	
^ "Major Key! DJ Khaled Welcomes Son — and Documents the Whole Birth on Snapchat"[image: External link]. PEOPLE. Retrieved 23 October 2016.


	
^ "DJ Khaled is the face of Cirac Mango". Hotnewhiphop[image: External link].


	
^ Lilah, Rose (29 September 2016). "DJ Khaled announces his philosophy for success in the Keys"[image: External link]. Retrieved 29 September 2016.


	
^ "Who Needs New Friends: DJ Khaled's Favorite Collaborators – Page 2 of 11 – XXL"[image: External link]. Xxlmag.com. 2013-04-16. Retrieved 2013-10-21.


	
^ Best Collaboration[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] June 27, 2009, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].. BET Awards 2008.


	
^ Best Hip-Hop Collabo[image: External link]. BET Hip Hop Awards, 2007.


	
^ Alltel People's Champ Award[image: External link]. BET Hip Hop Awards, 2007.


	
^ Best Collabo[image: External link]. BET Hip Hop Awards 2008.


	
^ MVP of the Year[image: External link]. BET Hip Hop Awards, 2008.


	
^ DJ of the Year[image: External link]. BET Hip Hop Awards, 2008.


	
^ "And the Nominees Are"[image: External link]. BET.com. Retrieved 2017-03-30.


	
^ Reid, Shaheem (August 12, 2008). "Rick Ross, T-Pain, Big Boi, David Banner Rock Ozone Awards In Houston Despite Pre-Show Conflict"[image: External link]. MTV News. Retrieved May 9, 2009.


	
^ a b "Lil Wayne, T-Pain Win Big At Ozone Awards"[image: External link]. MTV News. Retrieved 2017-03-31.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
DJ Khaled[image: External link] on Myspace[image: External link]


	
DJ Khaled[image: External link] at AllMusic[image: External link]






Categories[image: External link]:

	1975 births[image: External link]

	Living people[image: External link]

	American hip hop DJs[image: External link]

	American hip hop record producers[image: External link]

	American Muslims[image: External link]

	American people of Palestinian descent[image: External link]

	American radio personalities[image: External link]

	Cash Money Records artists[image: External link]

	Republic Records artists[image: External link]

	Roc Nation artists[image: External link]

	Southern hip hop musicians[image: External link]

	Terror Squad (group) members[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 11 June 2017, at 23:09.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article DJ Khaled: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DJ_Khaled [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=DJ_Khaled [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Career

	2 Personal life

	3 Discography

	4 Awards and nominations

	5 References

	6 External links





Diplo






For the Puerto Rican comedian, see Ramón Rivero[image: External link].

For other uses of "Diplo", see Diplo (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Thomas Wesley Pentz (born November 10, 1978),[2] better known by his stage name Diplo, is an American DJ, record producer, rapper, singer, songwriter and record executive based in Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link]. He is the co-creator and lead member of the electronic dancehall[image: External link] music project, Major Lazer, and along with producer and DJ Skrillex[image: External link], formed the electronic duo Jack Ü[image: External link]. He founded and manages record company Mad Decent[image: External link], as well as co-founding the non-profit organization Heaps Decent. Among other jobs, he has worked as a schoolteacher in Philadelphia. His 2013 EP Revolution debuted at number 68 on the US Billboard 200. The song was later featured in a commercial for Hyundai[image: External link] and is featured on the WWE 2K16[image: External link] soundtrack.

During his rise to fame, Diplo worked with British musician M.I.A.[image: External link], an artist who is credited with giving him exposure in his early career. Later, he and fellow M.I.A. producer Switch[image: External link] created a Jamaican dancehall project and cartoon series titled Major Lazer.[3] Since then, Diplo has worked on production and mixtape projects with many other pop artists, such as Gwen Stefani[image: External link], M.I.A.[image: External link], Die Antwoord[image: External link], Tinie Tempah[image: External link], Britney Spears[image: External link], Madonna[image: External link], Shakira[image: External link], Banda Uó[image: External link], Beyoncé[image: External link], No Doubt[image: External link], Justin Bieber, Usher, Wale[image: External link], Big Sean, Snoop Dogg[image: External link], Chris Brown, Ellie Goulding[image: External link], MØ, Sean Paul[image: External link], Rihanna[image: External link] and G-Dragon[image: External link].[4][5][6][7][8] His alias, short for Diplodocus[image: External link], derives from his childhood fascination with dinosaurs[image: External link].[9] Diplo co-produced tracks on Rebel Heart[image: External link], Lemonade[image: External link] and Purpose.

In addition, he is a minority owner of the Phoenix Rising FC[image: External link], a United Soccer League[image: External link] team. [10]
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Diplo was born on November 10, 1978 in Tupelo, Mississippi[image: External link], the son of Barbara Jean (née Cox) and Thomas Pentz. He is of German[image: External link] and English[image: External link] descent.[11][12][13] The influence of home-grown rap played a key role in helping shape his production style. He spent the majority of his youth in Miami, where he got a taste for the characteristic Miami bass[image: External link].[14][15][16] He began attending the University of Central Florida[image: External link] in 1997, and then moved to Philadelphia to continue his studies at Temple University[image: External link], where he first garnered attention as a DJ.[17] After frequently running into fellow DJ Low Budget, the two began throwing parties under the Hooked on Hollertronix moniker in 2003 as a way of maintaining control of what they were able to play during DJ gigs in Philadelphia.[5] The success of these parties allowed the two to release mixtapes, both separate and together, gathering acclaim across the country.[18] One such mixtape, Never Scared, was named one of the New York Times[image: External link] top ten albums of 2003,[19] and the Hollertronix name became synonymous with parties featuring guests like Maluca Mala, Bun B, Spank Rock, M.I.A., among others.[20] Hollertronix's sound has been described as "disparate genres to be smashed together for maximum attention-grabbing impact" an aesthetic which takes from the "organic, cohesive, whole" aesthetic of acts such as Bun B[image: External link], Lil Jon[image: External link], Drama, M.I.A., Björk[image: External link], Busta Rhymes[image: External link], and others.[7][21]

Diplo accentuated the club aesthetic of his Hollertronix music for a more reflective sound on his solo debut, Florida[image: External link], which was released on the Ninja Tune[image: External link] imprint, Big Dada Records[image: External link].[22] The album Florida was pressed twice, first with a CD and the second with a CD and DVD. The DVD was created by System D-128[image: External link], another artist who has collaborated with Diplo on some audio and video projects. Before Florida's DVD accompaniment, another DVD surfaced called Diplo: "Banned in Libya" which was released by Money Studies, the first label to release a solo project by Diplo under his original DJ name Diplodocus. It was a 45 rpm record called "Thingamajawn" for which there is also a music video System D-128 directed. Similar to the Florida DVD, "Banned in Libya" is an experimental audio and video mix of some of Diplo's original music blended with a number of other unidentified sources. His particular affinity for one genre of music called baile funk[image: External link], or favela funk, would spawn a series of mixtapes (Favela on Blast, Favela Strikes Back), which served to bring the Brazilian dance music of the ghettos to the United States.[18]

It was not long before his Hooked on Hollertronix parties would provide him the success necessary to move to the next logical step and build a studio where music would become his full-time focus. With this goal in mind, Diplo built "The Mausoleum," a video studio, recording studio, record label office, gallery, and event space in Philadelphia.[23] Since its inception, The Mausoleum has become the home to recordings by artists like Christina Aguilera[image: External link], Shakira[image: External link], M.I.A., Santigold[image: External link], Spank Rock, Plastic Little[image: External link], Blaqstarr, Paper Route Gangstaz, and hosted concerts by Glass Candy, Skream, Boys Noize[image: External link], Nicos Gun, and more.[23]
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After hearing one of his songs in 2004, M.I.A.[image: External link] approached Diplo when he was DJing one night at the Fabric Club[image: External link] in London.[24] Coincidentally, Diplo was playing her songs " Galang[image: External link]" and "Fire Fire" as she entered the club, which he got from a worker at i-D[image: External link] magazine.[24][25] Diplo added, "She came through and she wanted to meet me 'cause she'd heard my single and the funk mix from one of her A&Rs and she just thought I was right up her alley. Besides me being a white dude from Florida and her being a Sri Lankan girl in England, everything else was the same: [We were both] film graduates, [listened to] all the same music when we were kids, were going in the same direction right now in music, it was amazing... I always wanted to make a beat with her, but all my beats were really shitty at the time."[25][26] The two eventually collaborated on a mixtape, Piracy Funds Terrorism Vol. 1[image: External link]., where Arular track acapellas were mashed with other artists' songs and was mentioned as 'Albums of the Year' from the New York Times and Pitchfork Media.[25][27] The two continued to work together after the release. He was the tour DJ on her 2005 Arular Tour[image: External link].

Diplo continued to work with M.I.A. and, through her, met London DJ Switch. Together, they created the Grammy nominated track "Paper Planes[image: External link]", peaking at number 4 on the Billboard Hot 100.[28] In 2015, during an interview with Rolling Stone, M.I.A said that Diplo resented her rise to fame in 2005, that he tried to hold her back, and fought with her about becoming successful.[29]
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Main article: Mad Decent[image: External link]


From this, Diplo went from an unknown DJ to taking off as a producer, landing him collaborations with artists like Shakira[image: External link], Robyn[image: External link], Kid Cudi[image: External link], Bruno Mars[image: External link], No Doubt[image: External link] and Snoop Dogg[image: External link], as well as work with Maluca, Kid Sister[image: External link], Die Antwoord[image: External link], Alex Clare[image: External link], Rolo Tomassi, Amanda Blank and Dark Meat. After taking a trip to Brazil to investigate the favela[image: External link] music scene,[5] and fascinated with the energy the scene had to offer, Diplo decided to import a dance-funk group Bonde do Rolê[image: External link] from Brazil for release on his Mad Decent record label (also housed within 'The Mausoleum').[30] This group would serve to define funk carioca[image: External link] in the United States, spawning a host of others to join the movement. Diplo also spent some time documenting the music, and the favelas of Brazil[31]

Although favela funk remained an interest (the Favela on Blast documentary just saw release in 2009), his Mad Decent imprint would serve as a blank palette for Diplo to showcase the myriad different sounds he had come across while touring around the world.[17] September 2009 even saw Diplo travel to China to play with Steve Aoki[image: External link] at a show organised by promoters Split Works[image: External link].[32] Diplo quickly developed a reputation for his extensive touring. In the April 2010 issue of Rolling Stone, Diplo was touted as one of '40 Reasons to be Excited About Music'.[33] This kind of jet setting pushed his label far beyond the favela funk genre with which it initially began. Since its foundation in 2005[34] Diplo's Mad Decent label has released music by Santigold, Baauer, Lil' Jon, Gucci Mane[image: External link], Peter Bjorn and John[image: External link], Rusko[image: External link], Bosco Delrey, Buraka Som Sistema, Savage Skulls, Dana Sibuea, Oliver Twizt, Jamie Fanatic, Douster, Boy 8-Bit, and Popo.[35][36]

As Mad Decent continues to grow and release tracks by big name artists, Diplo's solo career continues to grow at the same rate. He's produced for artists such as Beyoncé[image: External link], Justin Bieber, Lil Wayne, Britney Spears[image: External link], Wale[image: External link], Chris Brown, Ariana Grande[image: External link], 2 Chainz[image: External link], Travis Porter[image: External link], Usher, Azealia Banks[image: External link], Iggy Azalea[image: External link] and AlunaGeorge[image: External link]. On October 16, 2015, Diplo released "Be Right There[image: External link]" along with fellow producer Sleepy Tom[image: External link]. The single charted in multiple countries and has over 100 million streams on Spotify.[37] On April 23, 2016, Beyonce released her critically acclaimed album, "Lemonade." Diplo produced two tracks on the album, "All Night," and one of the three singles, "Hold Up." The album debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200, and was certified platinum on June 8, 2016. Along with producing tracks on Beyonce's "Lemonade," Diplo collaborated with Canadian DJ duo Zeds Dead on the release "Blame," which featured Swedish singer Elliphant.[38] The track was officially released on July 14, 2016, via Zeds Dead's Soundcloud.
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Main article: Major Lazer


Diplo's first collaborative full-length record was with Switch[image: External link], this time under the guise Major Lazer. Diplo (Philadelphia-based DJ and producer Wesley Pentz), incorporates such disparate influences as Miami Bass and Baile Funk into the high-tech ecclecticism of his productions.[39] After landing a deal with Downtown Records before even recording a note of music, Diplo and Switch set out for Jamaica to record a project that, like most of Diplo's projects before it, would highlight the little-known subgenres, this time of Jamaica's dancehall scene.[28] The two received support by many already established Jamaican artists such as Vybz Kartel, Elephant Man and Ms. Thing, and the resulting record Guns Don't Kill People... Lazers Do[image: External link] also featured vocals from Santigold, Amanda Blank, Nina Sky, Ricky Blaze and more.[40] When discussing the Major Lazer project, Diplo described the dancehall sound as being " the end of the world, all the little influences—house, soca, oldies, R&B, jazz—it all ends up in Jamaica."[41] The track "Pon De Floor" from Guns Don't Kill People... Lazers Do was sampled for Beyoncé[image: External link]'s single "Run the World (Girls)[image: External link]".[42]

Major Lazer's first album was followed up with an EP, Lazers Never Die[image: External link], which was released in 2010. Switch left Major Lazer in 2011, and was replaced by Jillionaire[image: External link] and Walshy Fire. A second album, Free the Universe[image: External link], was scheduled to be released in November 2012 but was delayed to February 2013, and then to April 15. It features artists such as Ezra Koenig, Bruno Mars, Ward 21, Wyclef, The Partysquad, Shaggy, Tyga, Flux Pavilion and Wynter Gordon.[43] On February 8, 2015, during the Grammy Award ceremony, Diplo revealed details of the third Major Lazer album. He confirmed that the album would incorporate artists such as Ariana Grande[image: External link], Ellie Goulding[image: External link] and Pusha T[image: External link]. It is called Peace Is the Mission[image: External link]. The first single, "Lean On[image: External link]", is a collaboration with French producer DJ Snake and features vocals from Danish recording artist MØ. The second single, " Powerful[image: External link]", featuring Ellie Goulding[image: External link] and Tarrus Riley[image: External link], was released simultaneously with the album on June 1, 2015.[44] On November 11, 2015, "Lean On" became Spotify's Most Streamed Song of All Time with over 800 million streams to date. Along with the streaming title, the official video for "Lean On" became one of the most viewed videos on YouTube. It currently has more than 2 billion views.[45] Along with the streaming and viewing milestones, "Lean On" would also go on to achieve double platinum status.[46]

On July 22, 2016, the group released the single "Cold Water," a collaboration with Canadian artist Justin Bieber and Danish singer MØ. The track has already reached over 200 million streams on Spotify, and achieved international commercial success, reaching number one in multiple countries.[47] Their upcoming album, Music is the Weapon[image: External link], is set to be released in 2016 with collaborations including Sia[image: External link], The Weeknd[image: External link] and Ty Dolla Sign[image: External link]. On November 29, 2016, Major Lazer and Bad Royale released “My Number”, a track that samples “54-46 That’s My Number”[image: External link] which Pitchfork describes as, “a genre-defining classic from legendary ska/reggae group Toots and the Maytals[image: External link].”[48] This release contained newly recorded vocals from frontman Toots Hibbert[image: External link] specifically designed for Major Lazer, which changed the original lyrics to incorporate the group into the song while keeping the original melody.[49][50]
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Main article: Jack Ü


Jack Ü is a duo made up of Skrillex[image: External link] and Diplo. Jack Ü's debut performance took place at the Mad Decent Block Party in San Diego on September 15, 2013, which is a nationwide tour that record label Mad Decent puts together in order to showcase different artists signed to the label.[51] Diplo announced the project by releasing the Mad Decent Block Party lineup with Jack Ü playing at multiple stops on the tour. After some guessing by many of who Jack Ü was, Diplo finally came out to reveal that "Jack Ü ... means Skrillex and Diplo together".[51] After their New York debut at Electric Zoo was cancelled in late August, the duo would soon return to the city for something bigger. On December 31, 2014, Jack Ü sold out Madison Square Garden for one of their biggest performances to date. The duo had support from Rudimental, Yellow Claw and A$AP Ferg.[52]

On February 27, 2015 they released Skrillex and Diplo Present Jack U[image: External link], a co-release between their respective labels OWSLA[image: External link] and Mad Decent[image: External link]. It featured tracks with 2 Chainz[image: External link], Kiesza[image: External link], Justin Bieber, AlunaGeorge[image: External link] and Missy Elliott[image: External link]. The first single "Take Ü There[image: External link]" featuring Kiesza was the lead single on the duo's debut album. The single was released as the lead on October 4, 2014. It reached number sixteen on the UK Dance Chart[image: External link]. The official second single, "Where are Ü Now," was released simultaneously with the album. The song which took both artists in a different direction, featured a collaboration with Canadian pop star Justin Bieber. Peaking at number 8 on the Billboard Hot 100, and number 3 on the UK Singles Chart, "Where Are Ü Now" became the duo's largest hit on both charts thus far. The song would also go on to peak at number three in Australia[image: External link], which was the highest charting for the single worldwide. The song had huge success in Europe[image: External link] as well, reaching the top-ten in Sweden and Finland, and the top-twenty in Norway[image: External link], the Czech Republic[image: External link], Denmark[image: External link] and Slovakia[image: External link]. The final place it had charting success was Bieber's home country, Canada, where it would end up peaking at number 6. On March 29, 2015 Jack Ü closed the main stage at Ultra Music Festival[image: External link] in Miami[image: External link].

In 2016, the duo won two Grammy Awards[image: External link] for "Grammy Award for Best Dance Album" for "Skrillex and Diplo present Jack Ü" and "Grammy Award for Best Dance" for "Where Are Ü Now?" with Justin Bieber. The latter was also Bieber's first Grammy. They played two sold out shows including Coachella Valley Music Festival in Indio, California[image: External link] and Lollapalooza in São Paulo[image: External link], Brazil.
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Florida is the first studio album Diplo produced in 2004. This album was under the label Big Dada. This album created Diplo’s genre of electronic/reggae/hip hop music.[53]
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Beyond Major Lazer and Mad Decent, Diplo has continued to show support for 'all the little influences', the lesser-known music scenes around the globe. Most recently his focus shifted to the ‘Bounce’ scene in New Orleans, Louisiana for a television piece commissioned by Current.tv.[54] Diplo was nominated for Non-Classical Producer of the Year at the 55th Grammy Awards[image: External link] and 58th Grammy Awards[image: External link] .[55] As of 2014, Diplo has a late night show on BBC Radio 1 / 1Xtra on Sundays 0400 – 0600 called 'Diplo and Friends' where he curates mixes from some of biggest names in dance music.[56] Diplo also has several syndicated Diplo and Friends shows in the United States in Boston, Bakersfield, Cleveland, Columbus, Las Vegas, Spokane, Albuquerque, Lafayette, Denver, and most notably on Los Angeles' 98.7 every Sunday at 9 pm.[57] Beginning on October 2, 2015, Diplo, Jillionaire, Walshy Fire and Eric Hamilton debuted "Lazer Sound" on Apple Music's Beats 1. The newest radio show, curated by Diplo, and the Major Lazer crew, consists of interviews, moments on tour and brand new music. The show is on the air every other Saturday of the month.[58] Throughout 2015 and 2016, Diplo performed with Major Lazer and Jack Ü on numerous live TV and award shows. He performed on The Tonight Show starring Jimmy Fallon, Good Morning America, The iHeart Radio Music Festival, The NRJ Music Awards, The 2015 Latin Grammy Awards and The 2016 Grammy Awards. In January 2017 Diplo and Autoerotique (a house group from Toronto) released a music video titled Waist Line which was filmed in a warehouse in London. He is up for another two Grammy's next month at the 2016 (The 59th Annual GRAMMY Awards) for Album of the Year (for Producer of Beyonce's album Lemonade and Producer for Justin Bieber's album 'Purpose.')[59]. Now he gonna make a debut in Bollywood[image: External link] in Imtiaz Ali[image: External link]'s upcoming film Jab Harry Met Sejal[image: External link] starring Shahrukh Khan[image: External link] and Anushka Sharma[image: External link]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Personal life




He has two sons with Kathryn Lockhart.[60]

Diplo is a soccer[image: External link] and cricket[image: External link] fan and supporter of the US Men's National Team.[61] He also supports Arsenal F.C.[image: External link] and has attended two Tigres UANL[image: External link] matches.[62][63] He created a Mix for the 2014 World Cup[image: External link].[64] Diplo purchased a minority share of Phoenix Rising FC[image: External link] of the United Soccer League[image: External link] on January 27, 2016.[65][66] He stated: "I’ve been really fortunate to travel all over the world and experience different cultures through music. Wherever I am, Jamaica[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], England[image: External link], China[image: External link], etc., soccer is a social constant. I see soccer the same way I see music, as a connective tissue linking the world's cultures."

Diplo is also an active fan of the Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link], showing support via Snapchat[image: External link] and Instagram[image: External link] whenever he's at their games. He performed with Skrillex[image: External link] and Kai[image: External link] at the Staples Center during half-time at a Clippers game in 2015.

On February 24, 2016, Diplo endorsed Bernie Sanders[image: External link] as the Democratic presidential nominee[image: External link]. Sanders' ad "It's A Revolution" is soundtracked by Diplo's 2013 track "Revolution".[67] On June 9, 2016, Diplo was featured on the cover of the American entertainment media magazine Billboard.[68]
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 Discography




Main articles: Diplo discography[image: External link] and Diplo production discography[image: External link]


For the discography with other projects, see Major Lazer discography[image: External link] and Jack Ü § Discography[image: External link].
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 Awards and nominations




In 2009, he was nominated for his first Grammy Award for Record of the Year for "Paper Planes" shared with M.I.A., Switch.[69] He was then nominated for a second Grammy Award in 2012, for Best Rap Song for "Look at Me Now" shared with Chris Brown, Lil Wayne and Busta Rhymes.[70] Diplo was nominated for a Grammy Award in 2013 and 2016 in the category Producer of the Year, Non-Classic. In 2016, he was also nominated for Best Dance/Electronic Album, Skrillex and Diplo Present Jack U.[71] Along with the nomination for Best Dance/Electronic Album in 2016, he was also nominated for Best Dance Recording. Both of which, were won by Jack Ü.[72]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Grammy Awards






	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result



	2009[image: External link]
	"Paper Planes[image: External link]"
	Record of the Year[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012[image: External link]
	"Look at Me Now[image: External link]"
	Best Rap Song[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2013[image: External link]
	Diplo
	Producer of the Year, Non-Classical[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2016[image: External link][73]
	Nominated



	"Where Are Ü Now" (with Skrillex[image: External link] and Justin Bieber)
	Best Dance Recording
	Won



	Skrillex and Diplo Present Jack Ü[image: External link] (with Skrillex)
	Best Dance/Electronic Album[image: External link]
	Won



	2017[image: External link]
	Lemonade[image: External link] (as a producer)
	Album of the Year[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Purpose (as a producer)
	Nominated
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YouTube






YouTube is an American video-sharing[image: External link] website headquartered in San Bruno, California[image: External link]. The service was created by three former PayPal[image: External link] employees – Chad Hurley[image: External link], Steve Chen[image: External link], and Jawed Karim[image: External link] – in February 2005. Google[image: External link] bought the site in November 2006 for US$1.65 billion; YouTube now operates as one of Google's subsidiaries[image: External link].

The site allows users to upload, view, rate, share, add to favorites, report, comment on videos and subscribe to other users. It uses WebM[image: External link], H.264/MPEG-4 AVC[image: External link], and Adobe[image: External link] Flash Video[image: External link] technology to display a wide variety of user-generated[image: External link] and corporate media[image: External link] videos. Available content includes video clips[image: External link], TV show[image: External link] clips, music videos[image: External link], short[image: External link] and documentary[image: External link] films, audio recordings, movie trailers[image: External link] and other content such as video blogging[image: External link], short original videos, and educational videos. Most of the content on YouTube has been uploaded by individuals, but media corporations including CBS[image: External link], the BBC[image: External link], Vevo, and Hulu[image: External link] offer some of their material via YouTube as part of the YouTube partnership program. Unregistered users can only watch videos on the site, while registered users are permitted to upload an unlimited number of videos and add comments to videos. Videos deemed potentially offensive are available only to registered users affirming themselves to be at least 18 years old.

YouTube earns advertising revenue from Google AdSense[image: External link], a program which targets ads according to site content and audience. The vast majority of its videos are free to view, but there are exceptions, including subscription-based premium channels, film rentals, as well as YouTube Red[image: External link], a subscription service offering ad-free access to the website and access to exclusive content made in partnership with existing users. As of February 2017, there are more than 400 hours of content uploaded to YouTube each minute, and one billion hours of content is watched on YouTube every day. As of April 2017, the website is ranked as the second most popular site in the world by Alexa Internet[image: External link], a web traffic analysis company.[1]
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 Company history




Main article: History of YouTube[image: External link]


YouTube was founded by Chad Hurley[image: External link], Steve Chen[image: External link], and Jawed Karim[image: External link], who were all early employees of PayPal[image: External link].[4] Hurley had studied design at Indiana University of Pennsylvania[image: External link], and Chen and Karim studied computer science[image: External link] together at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign[image: External link].[5] According to a story that has often been repeated in the media, Hurley and Chen developed the idea for YouTube during the early months of 2005, after they had experienced difficulty sharing videos that had been shot at a dinner party at Chen's apartment in San Francisco. Karim did not attend the party and denied that it had occurred, but Chen commented that the idea that YouTube was founded after a dinner party "was probably very strengthened by marketing ideas around creating a story that was very digestible".[6]

Karim said the inspiration for YouTube first came from Janet Jackson[image: External link]'s role in the 2004 Super Bowl incident[image: External link], when her breast was exposed during her performance, and later from the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami[image: External link]. Karim could not easily find video clips of either event online, which led to the idea of a video sharing site.[7] Hurley and Chen said that the original idea for YouTube was a video version of an online dating service[image: External link], and had been influenced by the website Hot or Not[image: External link].[6][8]

YouTube began as a venture capital[image: External link]-funded technology startup[image: External link], primarily from an $11.5 million investment by Sequoia Capital[image: External link] between November 2005 and April 2006.[9] YouTube's early headquarters were situated above a pizzeria and Japanese restaurant in San Mateo, California.[10] The domain name[image: External link] www.youtube.com was activated on February 14, 2005, and the website was developed over the subsequent months.[11] The first YouTube video, titled Me at the zoo[image: External link], shows co-founder Jawed Karim at the San Diego Zoo[image: External link].[12] The video was uploaded on April 23, 2005, and can still be viewed on the site.[13] YouTube offered the public a beta test of the site in May 2005. The first video to reach one million views was a Nike[image: External link] advertisement featuring Ronaldinho[image: External link] in November 2005.[14][15] Following a $3.5 million investment from Sequoia Capital in November, the site launched officially on December 15, 2005, by which time the site was receiving 8 million views a day.[16][17] The site grew rapidly, and in July 2006 the company announced that more than 65,000 new videos were being uploaded every day, and that the site was receiving 100 million video views per day.[18] According to data published by market research company comScore[image: External link], YouTube is the dominant provider of online video in the United States, with a market share[image: External link] of around 43% and more than 14 billion views of videos in May 2010.[19]

In May 2011, 48 hours of new videos were uploaded to the site every minute,[20] which increased to 60 hours every minute in January 2012,[20] 100 hours every minute in May 2013,[21][22] 300 hours every minute in November 2014,[23] and 400 hours every minute in February 2017.[24][25] The site has 800 million unique users a month.[26] It is estimated that in 2007 YouTube consumed as much bandwidth[image: External link] as the entire Internet in 2000.[27] According to third-party web analytics providers, Alexa[image: External link] and SimilarWeb[image: External link], YouTube is the second-most visited website in the world, as of December 2016; SimilarWeb also lists YouTube as the top TV and video website globally, attracting more than 15 billion visitors per month.[1][28][29]

The choice of the name www.youtube.com led to problems for a similarly named website, www.utube.com. The site's owner, Universal Tube & Rollform Equipment[image: External link], filed a lawsuit against YouTube in November 2006 after being regularly overloaded by people looking for YouTube. Universal Tube has since changed the name of its website to www.utubeonline.com.[30][31] In October 2006, Google[image: External link] Inc. announced that it had acquired YouTube for $1.65 billion in Google stock,[32][33] and the deal was finalized on November 13, 2006.[34][35]

In March 2010, YouTube began free streaming of certain content, including 60 cricket matches of the Indian Premier League[image: External link]. According to YouTube, this was the first worldwide free online broadcast of a major sporting event.[36] On March 31, 2010, the YouTube website launched a new design, with the aim of simplifying the interface and increasing the time users spend on the site. Google product manager Shiva Rajaraman commented: "We really felt like we needed to step back and remove the clutter."[37] In May 2010, YouTube videos were watched more than two billion times per day.[38][39][40] This increased to three billion in May 2011,[41][42][43] and four billion in January 2012.[20][44] In February 2017, one billion hours of YouTube was watched every day.[45][46][47]

In October 2010, Hurley announced that he would be stepping down as chief executive officer of YouTube to take an advisory role, and that Salar Kamangar[image: External link] would take over as head of the company.[48] In April 2011, James Zern, a YouTube software engineer, revealed that 30% of videos accounted for 99% of views on the site.[49] In November 2011, the Google+[image: External link] social networking site was integrated directly with YouTube and the Chrome[image: External link] web browser, allowing YouTube videos to be viewed from within the Google+ interface.[50]

In December 2011, YouTube launched a new version of the site interface, with the video channels displayed in a central column on the home page, similar to the news feeds of social networking sites.[51] At the same time, a new version of the YouTube logo was introduced with a darker shade of red, the first change in design since October 2006.[52] In May 2013, YouTube launched a pilot program to begin offering some content providers the ability to charge $0.99 per month or more for certain channels, but the vast majority of its videos would remain free to view.[53][54]

In February 2015, YouTube released a secondary mobile app known as YouTube Kids[image: External link]. The app is designed to provide an experience optimized for children, and features a simplified user interface, curated selections of channels featuring age-approriate content (including existing channels and entertainment brands), and parental control features.[55] Later on August 26, 2015, YouTube launched YouTube Gaming—a video gaming[image: External link]-oriented sub-site and app that is intended to compete with the Amazon.com[image: External link]-owned Twitch.tv[image: External link].[56] 2015 also saw the announcement of a premium YouTube service titled YouTube Red, which provides users with both ad-free content as well as the ability to download videos among other features.[57] On August 10, 2015, Google announced that it was creating a new company, Alphabet[image: External link], to act as the holding company[image: External link] for Google, with the change in financial reporting to begin in the fourth quarter of 2015. YouTube remains as a subsidiary of Google.[58] In January 2016, YouTube expanded its headquarters in San Bruno by purchasing an office park for $215 million. The complex has 554,000 square feet of space and can house up to 2,800 employees.[59]
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 Video technology
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Previously, viewing YouTube videos on a personal computer required the Adobe Flash Player[image: External link] plug-in to be installed in the browser.[60] In January 2010, YouTube launched an experimental version of the site that used the built-in multimedia capabilities of web browsers supporting the HTML5[image: External link] standard.[61] This allowed videos to be viewed without requiring Adobe Flash Player or any other plug-in to be installed.[62][63] The YouTube site had a page that allowed supported browsers to opt into the HTML5 trial. Only browsers that supported HTML5 Video using the H.264[image: External link] or WebM[image: External link] formats could play the videos, and not all videos on the site were available.[64][65] On January 27, 2015, YouTube announced that HTML5 will be the default playback method on supported browsers. Supported browsers include Chrome, Safari 8[image: External link], and Internet Explorer[image: External link] 11.[66] YouTube experimented with Dynamic Adaptive Streaming over HTTP[image: External link] (MPEG-DASH), an adaptive bit-rate HTTP-based streaming solution optimizing the bitrate and quality for the available network.[67] YouTube uses Adobe Dynamic Streaming for Flash[image: External link].[68]
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All YouTube users can upload videos up to 15 minutes each in duration. Users who have a good track record of complying with the site's Community Guidelines may be offered the ability to upload videos up to 12 hours in length, which requires verifying the account, normally through a mobile phone.[69] When YouTube was launched in 2005, it was possible to upload long videos, but a ten-minute limit was introduced in March 2006 after YouTube found that the majority of videos exceeding this length were unauthorized uploads of television shows and films.[70][71] The 10-minute limit was increased to 15 minutes in July 2010.[72] If an up-to-date browser version is used, videos greater than 20 GB[image: External link] can be uploaded.[73] Videos captions are made using speech recognition[image: External link] technology when uploaded. Such captioning is usually not perfectly accurate, so YouTube provides several options for manually entering the captions for greater accuracy.[74]

YouTube accepts videos that are uploaded in most container formats[image: External link], including AVI[image: External link], MP4[image: External link], MPEG-PS[image: External link], QuickTime File Format[image: External link] and FLV[image: External link]. It supports WebM[image: External link] files and also 3GP[image: External link], allowing videos to be uploaded from mobile phones.[75]

Videos with progressive scanning[image: External link] or interlaced scanning can be uploaded, but for the best video quality, YouTube suggests interlaced videos be deinterlaced[image: External link] before uploading. All the video formats on YouTube use progressive scanning.[76] YouTube's statistics shows that interlaced videos are still being uploaded to YouTube, and there is no sign of that actually dwindling. YouTube attributes this to uploading of made-for-TV content.[77]
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YouTube originally offered videos at only one quality level, displayed at a resolution of 320×240 pixels[image: External link] using the Sorenson Spark[image: External link] codec (a variant of H.263[image: External link]),[78][79] with mono MP3 audio.[80] In June 2007, YouTube added an option to watch videos in 3GP[image: External link] format on mobile phones.[81] In March 2008, a high-quality mode was added, which increased the resolution to 480×360 pixels.[82] In November 2008, 720p[image: External link] HD[image: External link] support was added. At the time of the 720p launch, the YouTube player was changed from a 4:3[image: External link] aspect ratio[image: External link] to a widescreen[image: External link] 16:9[image: External link].[83] With this new feature, YouTube began a switchover to H.264/MPEG-4 AVC[image: External link] as its default video compression format. In November 2009, 1080p[image: External link] HD support was added. In July 2010, YouTube announced that it had launched a range of videos in 4K[image: External link] format, which allows a resolution of up to 4096×3072 pixels.[84][85] In June 2015, support for 8K resolution[image: External link] was added, with the videos playing at 7680×4320 pixels.[86] In November 2016, support for HDR video[image: External link] was added which can be encoded with Hybrid Log-Gamma[image: External link] (HLG) or Perceptual Quantizer[image: External link] (PQ).[87] HDR video can be encoded with the Rec. 2020[image: External link] color space.[88]

In June 2014, YouTube introduced videos playing at 60 frames per second[image: External link], in order to reproduce video games with a frame rate comparable to high-end graphics cards[image: External link].[89][90] The videos play back at a resolution of 720p or higher.[91] YouTube videos are available in a range of quality levels. The former names of standard quality (SQ), high quality (HQ) and high definition (HD) have been replaced by numerical values representing the vertical resolution of the video. The default video stream is encoded in the VP9[image: External link] format with stereo Opus[image: External link] audio; if VP9/WebM is not supported in the browser/device or the browser's user agent reports Windows XP[image: External link], then H.264/MPEG-4 AVC[image: External link] video with stereo AAC[image: External link] audio is used instead.[92]


Comparison of YouTube media encoding options 


Non-DASH



	itag value[1]
	Default container
	Video resolution
	Video encoding
	Video profile
	Video bitrate (Mbit/s) [2]
	Audio encoding
	Audio bitrate (kbit/s) [2]



	17
	3GP
	144p
	MPEG-4 Visual
	Simple
	0.05
	AAC
	24



	36
	240p
	0.175
	32



	18
	MP4
	360p
	H.264
	Baseline
	0.5
	96



	22
	720p
	High
	2-3
	192



	43
	WebM
	360p
	VP8
	N/A
	0.5-0.75
	Vorbis
	128




DASH (video only)



	itag value[1]
	Default container
	Video resolution
	Video encoding
	Video profile
	Video bitrate (Mbit/s) [2]



	160
	MP4
	144p 15 fps
	H.264
	Main
	0.1



	133
	240p
	0.2–0.3



	134
	360p
	0.3–0.4



	135
	480p
	0.5–1



	136
	720p
	1–1.5



	298
	720p HFR[image: External link]
	3–3.5



	137
	1080p
	High
	2.5–3



	299
	1080p HFR[image: External link]
	5.5



	264
	1440p
	4–4.5



	266
	2160p
	12.5–16



	138
	4320p
	13.5–25



	278
	WebM
	144p 15 fps
	VP9
	Profile 0
	0.08



	242
	240p
	0.1–0.2



	243
	360p
	0.25



	244
	480p
	0.5



	247
	720p
	0.7–0.8



	248
	1080p
	1.5



	271
	1440p
	9



	313
	2160p
	13–15



	272
	4320p
	20–25



	302
	720p HFR[image: External link]
	2.5



	303
	1080p HFR[image: External link]
	5



	308
	1440p HFR[image: External link]
	10



	315
	2160p HFR[image: External link]
	20–25



	330
	144p HDR[image: External link], HFR[image: External link]
	Profile 2
	0.08



	331
	240p HDR[image: External link], HFR[image: External link]
	0.1–0.15



	332
	360p HDR[image: External link], HFR[image: External link]
	0.25



	333
	480p HDR[image: External link], HFR[image: External link]
	0.5



	334
	720p HDR[image: External link], HFR[image: External link]
	1



	335
	1080p HDR[image: External link], HFR[image: External link]
	1.5–2



	336
	1440p HDR[image: External link], HFR[image: External link]
	5–7



	337
	2160p HDR[image: External link], HFR[image: External link]
	12–14




DASH (audio only)



	itag value[1]
	Default container
	Audio encoding
	Audio bitrate (kbit/s) [2]



	140
	M4A
	AAC
	128



	171
	WebM
	Vorbis



	249
	Opus
	48



	250
	64



	251
	160




Live streaming



	itag value[1]
	Default container
	Video resolution
	Video encoding
	Video profile
	Video bitrate (Mbit/s) [2]
	Audio encoding
	Audio bitrate (kbit/s) [2]



	91
	TS
	144p
	H.264
	Main
	0.1
	AAC
	48



	92
	240p
	0.15–0.3



	93
	360p
	0.5–1
	128



	94
	480p
	0.8–1.25



	95
	720p
	1.5–3
	256



	96
	1080p
	High
	2.5–6




^ [1] itag is an undocumented parameter used internally by YouTube to differentiate between quality profiles. Until December 2010, there was also a URL parameter known as fmt that allowed a user to force a profile using itag codes.

^ [2] Approximate values based on statistical data; actual bitrate can be higher or lower due to variable encoding rate.

[93][self-published source?[image: External link]][94][self-published source?[image: External link]][95][96][97]
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 3D videos




In a video posted on July 21, 2009,[98] YouTube software engineer Peter Bradshaw[image: External link] announced that YouTube users can now upload 3D videos[image: External link]. The videos can be viewed in several different ways, including the common anaglyph[image: External link] (cyan/red lens) method which utilizes glasses worn by the viewer to achieve the 3D effect.[99][100][101] The YouTube Flash player can display stereoscopic content interleaved in rows, columns or a checkerboard pattern, side-by-side or anaglyph using a red/cyan, green/magenta or blue/yellow combination. In May 2011, an HTML5[image: External link] version of the YouTube player began supporting side-by-side 3D footage that is compatible with Nvidia 3D Vision[image: External link].[102]
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 360° videos




In January 2015, Google announced that 360° videos[image: External link] would be natively supported on YouTube. On March 13, 2015, YouTube enabled 360° videos which can be viewed from Google Cardboard[image: External link], a virtual reality[image: External link] system. YouTube 360 can also be viewed from all other virtual reality[image: External link] headsets.[103]
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 User features
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 Community




On September 13, 2016, YouTube launched a public beta[image: External link] of Community, a social media[image: External link]-based feature that allows users to post text, images (including GIFs[image: External link]), live videos and others in a separate "Community" tab on their channel.[104] At the time of release, Vlogbrothers[image: External link], Lilly Singh[image: External link], The Game Theorists[image: External link], Karmin[image: External link], The Key of Awesome[image: External link], The Kloons, Peter Hollens[image: External link], Rosianna Halse Rojas[image: External link], Sam Tsui[image: External link], Threadbanger and Vsauce3 received the feature.[105]
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 Content accessibility




YouTube offers users the ability to view its videos on web pages outside their website. Each YouTube video is accompanied by a piece of HTML[image: External link] that can be used to embed it on any page on the Web.[106] This functionality is often used to embed YouTube videos in social networking pages and blogs. Users wishing to post a video discussing, inspired by or related to another user's video are able to make a "video response". On August 27, 2013, YouTube announced that it would remove video responses for being an underused feature.[107] Embedding, rating, commenting and response posting can be disabled by the video owner.[108]

YouTube does not usually offer a download link for its videos, and intends for them to be viewed through its website interface.[109] A small number of videos, such as the weekly addresses by President Barack Obama, can be downloaded as MP4[image: External link] files.[110] Numerous third-party web sites, applications and browser plug-ins[image: External link] allow users to download YouTube videos.[111] In February 2009, YouTube announced a test service, allowing some partners to offer video downloads for free or for a fee paid through Google Checkout[image: External link].[112] In June 2012, Google sent cease and desist[image: External link] letters threatening legal action against several websites offering online download and conversion of YouTube videos.[113] In response, Zamzar[image: External link] removed the ability to download YouTube videos from its site.[114] The default settings when uploading a video to YouTube will retain a copyright[image: External link] on the video for the uploader, but since July 2012, it has been possible to select a Creative Commons[image: External link] license as the default, allowing other users to reuse and remix the material if it is free of copyright.[115]
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 Platforms




Most modern smartphones[image: External link] are capable of accessing YouTube videos, either within an application or through an optimized website. YouTube Mobile was launched in June 2007, using RTSP[image: External link] streaming for the video.[116] Not all of YouTube's videos are available on the mobile version of the site.[117] Since June 2007, YouTube's videos have been available for viewing on a range of Apple[image: External link] products. This required YouTube's content to be transcoded into Apple[image: External link]'s preferred video standard, H.264[image: External link], a process that took several months. YouTube videos can be viewed on devices including Apple TV[image: External link], iPod Touch[image: External link] and the iPhone[image: External link].[118] In July 2010, the mobile version of the site was relaunched based on HTML5[image: External link], avoiding the need to use Adobe Flash Player and optimized for use with touch screen controls.[119] The mobile version is also available as an app for the Android platform.[120][121] In September 2012, YouTube launched its first app for the iPhone, following the decision to drop YouTube as one of the preloaded apps in the iPhone 5 and iOS 6 operating system.[122] According to GlobalWebIndex[image: External link], YouTube was used by 35% of smartphone users between April and June 2013, making it the third most used app.[123]

A TiVo[image: External link] service update in July 2008 allowed the system to search and play YouTube videos.[124] In January 2009, YouTube launched "YouTube for TV", a version of the website tailored for set-top boxes and other TV-based media devices with web browsers, initially allowing its videos to be viewed on the PlayStation 3[image: External link] and Wii[image: External link] video game consoles[image: External link].[125][126] In June 2009, YouTube XL was introduced, which has a simplified interface designed for viewing on a standard television screen.[127] YouTube is also available as an app on Xbox Live[image: External link].[128] On November 15, 2012, Google launched an official app for the Wii, allowing users to watch YouTube videos from the Wii channel.[129] An app is also available for Wii U[image: External link] and Nintendo 3DS[image: External link], and videos can be viewed on the Wii U Internet Browser[image: External link] using HTML5.[130] Google made YouTube available on the Roku[image: External link] player on December 17, 2013,[131] and, in October 2014, the Sony PlayStation 4[image: External link].[132]
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 Localization




On June 19, 2007, Google CEO Eric Schmidt[image: External link] was in Paris to launch the new localization[image: External link] system.[133] The interface of the website is available with localized versions in 89 countries, one territory (Hong Kong) and a worldwide version.[134]



	Countries with YouTube Localization



	Country
	Language(s)
	Launch date



	
  USA[image: External link] (and worldwide launch)
	English[image: External link]
	
February 15, 2005[133]




	
 Brazil

	Portuguese[image: External link]
	
June 19, 2007[133]




	
  France[image: External link]

	
French[image: External link], and Basque[image: External link]

	
June 19, 2007[133]




	
  Ireland[image: External link]

	English[image: External link]
	
June 19, 2007[133]




	
  Italy[image: External link]

	Italian[image: External link]
	
June 19, 2007[133]




	
  Japan[image: External link]

	Japanese[image: External link]
	
June 19, 2007[133]




	
  Netherlands[image: External link]

	Dutch[image: External link]
	
June 19, 2007[133]




	
  Poland[image: External link]

	Polish[image: External link]
	
June 19, 2007[133]




	
  Spain[image: External link]

	
Spanish, Galician[image: External link], Catalan[image: External link], and Basque[image: External link]

	
June 19, 2007[133]




	
 United Kingdom[image: External link]

	English[image: External link]
	
June 19, 2007[133]




	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	Spanish[image: External link]
	
October 11, 2007[135]




	
 Hong Kong[image: External link]

	
Chinese[image: External link], and English[image: External link]

	
October 17, 2007[136]




	
  Taiwan[image: External link]

	Chinese[image: External link]
	
October 18, 2007[137]




	
  Australia[image: External link]

	English[image: External link]
	
October 22, 2007[138]




	
 New Zealand[image: External link]

	English[image: External link]
	
October 22, 2007[138]




	
 Canada

	
French[image: External link], and English[image: External link]

	
November 6, 2007[139]




	
  Germany[image: External link]

	German[image: External link]
	
November 8, 2007[140]




	
  Russia[image: External link]

	Russian[image: External link]
	
November 13, 2007[141]




	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	Korean[image: External link]
	
January 23, 2008[142]




	
  India[image: External link]

	
Hindi[image: External link], Bengali[image: External link], English[image: External link], Gujarati[image: External link], Kannada[image: External link], Malayalam[image: External link], Marathi[image: External link], Tamil[image: External link], Telugu[image: External link], and Urdu[image: External link]

	
May 7, 2008[143]




	
  Israel[image: External link]

	Hebrew[image: External link]
	September 16, 2008



	
 Czech Republic[image: External link]

	Czech[image: External link]
	
October 9, 2008[144]




	
  Sweden[image: External link]

	Swedish[image: External link]
	
October 22, 2008[145]




	
 South Africa[image: External link]

	
Afrikaans[image: External link], Zulu[image: External link], and English[image: External link]

	
May 17, 2010[133]




	
 Argentina

	Spanish[image: External link]
	
September 8, 2010[146]




	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	
French[image: External link], and Arabic[image: External link]

	
March 9, 2011[147]




	
  Egypt[image: External link]

	Arabic[image: External link]
	
March 9, 2011[147]




	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	Arabic[image: External link]
	
March 9, 2011[147]




	
  Morocco[image: External link]

	
French[image: External link], and Arabic[image: External link]

	
March 9, 2011[147]




	
 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]

	Arabic[image: External link]
	
March 9, 2011[147]




	
  Tunisia[image: External link]

	
French[image: External link], and Arabic[image: External link]

	
March 9, 2011[147]




	
  Yemen[image: External link]

	Arabic[image: External link]
	
March 9, 2011[147]




	
  Kenya[image: External link]

	
Swahili[image: External link], and English[image: External link]

	
September 1, 2011[148]




	
 Philippines

	
Filipino[image: External link], and English[image: External link]

	
October 13, 2011[149]




	
  Singapore[image: External link]

	
English[image: External link], Malay[image: External link], Chinese[image: External link], and Tamil[image: External link]

	
October 20, 2011[150]




	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	
French[image: External link], Dutch[image: External link], and German[image: External link]

	
November 16, 2011[133]




	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	Spanish[image: External link]
	
November 30, 2011[151]




	
  Uganda[image: External link]

	English[image: External link]
	
December 2, 2011[152]




	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	English[image: External link]
	
December 7, 2011[153]




	
  Chile[image: External link]

	Spanish
	
January 20, 2012[154]




	
  Hungary[image: External link]

	Hungarian[image: External link]
	
February 29, 2012[155]




	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	
Malay[image: External link], and English[image: External link]

	
March 22, 2012[156]




	
  Peru[image: External link]

	Spanish
	
March 25, 2012[157]




	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]

	
Arabic[image: External link], and English[image: External link]

	
April 1, 2012[158]




	
  Greece[image: External link]

	Greek[image: External link]
	May 1, 2012



	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	
Indonesian[image: External link], and English[image: External link]

	
May 17, 2012[159]




	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	English[image: External link]
	
June 5, 2012[160]




	
  Senegal[image: External link]

	
French[image: External link], and English[image: External link]

	
July 4, 2012[161]




	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	Turkish[image: External link]
	
October 1, 2012[162]




	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	Ukrainian[image: External link]
	
December 13, 2012[163]




	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	Danish[image: External link]
	
February 1, 2013[164]




	
  Finland[image: External link]

	
Finnish[image: External link], and Swedish[image: External link]

	
February 1, 2013[165]




	
  Norway[image: External link]

	Norwegian[image: External link]
	
February 1, 2013[166]




	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	
German[image: External link], French[image: External link], and Italian[image: External link]

	
March 29, 2013[167]




	
  Austria[image: External link]

	German[image: External link]
	
March 29, 2013[168]




	
  Romania[image: External link]

	Romanian[image: External link]
	
April 18, 2013[169]




	
  Portugal[image: External link]

	Portuguese[image: External link]
	
April 25, 2013[170]




	
  Slovakia[image: External link]

	Slovak[image: External link]
	
April 25, 2013[171]




	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	Arabic[image: External link]
	
August 16, 2013[172]




	
  Kuwait[image: External link]

	Arabic[image: External link]
	
August 16, 2013[172]




	
  Oman[image: External link]

	Arabic[image: External link]
	
August 16, 2013[172]




	
  Qatar[image: External link]

	Arabic[image: External link]
	
August 16, 2013[172]




	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]

	
Bosnian[image: External link], Croatian[image: External link], and Serbian[image: External link]

	March 17, 2014



	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]

	Bulgarian[image: External link]
	
March 17, 2014[173]




	
  Croatia[image: External link]

	Croatian[image: External link]
	
March 17, 2014[174]




	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	Estonian[image: External link]
	
March 17, 2014[175]




	
  Latvia[image: External link]

	Latvian[image: External link]
	
March 17, 2014[176]




	
  Lithuania[image: External link]

	Lithuanian[image: External link]
	March 17, 2014



	
  Macedonia[image: External link]

	
Macedonian[image: External link], Serbian[image: External link], and Turkish[image: External link]

	March 17, 2014



	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	
Serbian[image: External link], and Croatian[image: External link]

	March 17, 2014



	
  Serbia[image: External link]

	Serbian[image: External link]
	March 17, 2014



	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	Slovenian[image: External link]
	
March 17, 2014[177]




	
  Thailand[image: External link]

	Thai[image: External link]
	
April 1, 2014[178]




	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	Arabic[image: External link]
	
May 1, 2014[172]




	
 Puerto Rico[image: External link]

	
Spanish[image: External link], and English[image: External link]

	August 23, 2014



	
  Iceland[image: External link]

	Icelandic[image: External link]
	 ?, 2014



	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	
French[image: External link], and German[image: External link]

	 ?, 2014



	
  Vietnam[image: External link]

	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	October 1, 2014



	
  Libya[image: External link]

	Arabic[image: External link]
	February 1, 2015



	
  Tanzania[image: External link]

	
Swahili[image: External link], and English[image: External link]

	June 2, 2015



	
  Zimbabwe[image: External link]

	English[image: External link]
	June 2, 2015



	
  Azerbaijan[image: External link]

	Azerbaijani[image: External link]
	
October 12, 2015[179]




	
  Belarus[image: External link]

	Russian[image: External link]
	
October 12, 2015[179]




	
  Georgia[image: External link]

	Georgian[image: External link]
	
October 12, 2015[179]




	
  Kazakhstan[image: External link]

	Kazakh[image: External link]
	
October 12, 2015[179]




	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	Nepali[image: External link]
	
January 12, 2016[180]




	
  Pakistan[image: External link]

	
Urdu[image: External link], and English[image: External link]

	
January 12, 2016[181]




	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	
Sinhala[image: External link], and Tamil[image: External link]

	
January 12, 2016[180]




	
  Iraq[image: External link]

	Arabic[image: External link]
	 ?, 2016



	
  Jamaica[image: External link]

	English[image: External link]
	 ?, 2016




The YouTube interface suggests which local version should be chosen on the basis of the IP address of the user. In some cases, the message "This video is not available in your country" may appear because of copyright restrictions or inappropriate content.[182] The interface of the YouTube website is available in 76 language versions, including Amharic, Albanian, Armenian, Bengali, Burmese, Khmer, Kyrgyz, Laotian, Mongolian, Persian and Uzbek, which do not have local channel versions.[183] Access to YouTube was blocked in Turkey[image: External link] between 2008 and 2010, following controversy over the posting of videos deemed insulting to Mustafa Kemal Atatürk[image: External link] and some material offensive to Muslims.[184][185] In October 2012, a local version of YouTube was launched in Turkey, with the domain youtube.com.tr. The local version is subject to the content regulations found in Turkish law.[186] In March 2009, a dispute between YouTube and the British royalty collection agency PRS for Music[image: External link] led to premium music videos being blocked for YouTube users in the United Kingdom. The removal of videos posted by the major record companies occurred after failure to reach agreement on a licensing deal. The dispute was resolved in September 2009.[187] In April 2009, a similar dispute led to the removal of premium music videos for users in Germany.[188]
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 YouTube Red




Main article: YouTube Red[image: External link]


YouTube Red is YouTube's premium subscription service. It offers advertising-free streaming, access to exclusive content, background and offline video playback on mobile devices, and access to the Google Play Music[image: External link] "All Access" service.[189] YouTube Red was originally announced on November 12, 2014, as "Music Key", a subscription music streaming[image: External link] service, and was intended to integrate with and replace the existing Google Play Music "All Access" service.[190][191][192] On October 28, 2015, the service was re-launched as YouTube Red, offering ad-free streaming of all videos, as well as access to exclusive original content.[193][194][195]

As of November 2016, the service has 1.5 million subscribers, with a further million on a free-trial basis.[196]
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 YouTube TV




On February 28, 2017, in a press announcement held at YouTube Space Los Angeles, YouTube announced the launch of YouTube TV, an over-the-top[image: External link] MVPD[image: External link]-style subscription service that would be available for $35 per month. Initially launching in five major U.S. markets (New York City[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], Philadelphia[image: External link] and San Francisco[image: External link]) on April 5, 2017,[197][198] the service offers live streams of programming from the five major broadcast networks ( ABC[image: External link], CBS[image: External link], The CW[image: External link], Fox Broadcasting Company[image: External link] and NBC[image: External link]), as well as approximately 40 cable channels owned by the corporate parents of those networks, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link], CBS Corporation[image: External link], 21st Century Fox[image: External link], and NBCUniversal[image: External link] (including among others Bravo[image: External link], USA Network[image: External link], Syfy[image: External link], Disney Channel[image: External link], E!, Fox Sports 1[image: External link], Freeform[image: External link], FX[image: External link] and ESPN[image: External link]). Subscribers can also receive Showtime[image: External link] and Fox Soccer Plus[image: External link] as optional add-ons for an extra fee, and can access YouTube Red[image: External link] original content (YouTube TV does not include a YouTube Red subscription).[199][200]
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 Social impact




Main article: Social impact of YouTube[image: External link]


Both private individuals[201] and large production companies[202] have used YouTube to grow audiences. Independent content creators have built grassroots followings numbering in the thousands at very little cost or effort, while mass retail and radio promotion proved problematic.[201] Concurrently, old media[image: External link] celebrities moved into the website at the invitation of a YouTube management that witnessed early content creators accruing substantial followings, and perceived audience sizes potentially larger than that attainable by television.[202] YouTube channels launched by The Ellen DeGeneres Show and The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon[image: External link] became two of the most subscribed. While YouTube's revenue-sharing "Partner Program" made it possible to earn a substantial living as a video producer—its top five hundred partners each earning more than $100,000 annually[203] and its ten highest-earning channels grossing from $2.5 million to $12 million (the most successful of whom were YouTubers[image: External link] PewDiePie[image: External link], Smosh[image: External link], and the Fine Brothers[image: External link])[204]—in 2012 CMU[image: External link] business editor characterized YouTube as "a free-to-use... promotional platform for the music labels".[205] In 2013 Forbes' Katheryn Thayer asserted that digital-era artists' work must not only be of high quality, but must elicit reactions on the YouTube platform and social media.[206] Videos of the 2.5% of artists categorized as "mega", "mainstream" and "mid-sized" received 90.3% of the relevant views on YouTube and Vevo in that year,[207] as the Vevo channels of Justin Bieber and Rihanna[image: External link] became two of the top five most subscribed, and music videos[image: External link] outperformed other content in attracting the most views[image: External link] and the most likes[image: External link], particularly in the cases of "Gangnam Style[image: External link]" in 2012 and "See You Again[image: External link]" in 2015. By early 2013 Billboard had announced that it was factoring YouTube streaming data into calculation of the Billboard Hot 100 and related genre charts.[208]

Observing that face-to-face communication of the type that online videos convey has been "fine-tuned by millions of years of evolution", TED[image: External link] curator Chris Anderson[image: External link] referred to several YouTube contributors and asserted that "what Gutenberg[image: External link] did for writing, online video can now do for face-to-face communication".[209] Anderson asserted that it's not far-fetched to say that online video will dramatically accelerate scientific advance, and that video contributors may be about to launch "the biggest learning cycle in human history."[209] In education, for example, the Khan Academy[image: External link] grew from YouTube video tutoring sessions for founder Salman Khan's cousin into what Forbes'  Michael Noer called "the largest school in the world", with technology poised to disrupt[image: External link] how people learn.[210] YouTube was awarded a 2008 George Foster Peabody Award[image: External link],[211] the website being described as a Speakers' Corner[image: External link] that "both embodies and promotes democracy."[212] The Washington Post reported that a disproportionate share of YouTube's most subscribed channels feature minorities, contrasting with mainstream television in which the stars are largely white.[213] A Pew Research Center[image: External link] study reported the development of "visual journalism", in which citizen eyewitnesses and established news organizations share in content creation.[214] The study also concluded that YouTube was becoming an important platform by which people acquire news.[215]

YouTube has enabled people to more directly engage with government, such as in the CNN/YouTube presidential debates[image: External link] (2007) in which ordinary people submitted questions to U.S. presidential candidates via YouTube video, with a techPresident[image: External link] co-founder saying that Internet video was changing the political landscape.[216] Describing the Arab Spring[image: External link] (2010- ), sociologist Philip N. Howard[image: External link] quoted an activist's succinct description that organizing the political unrest involved using "Facebook to schedule the protests, Twitter to coordinate, and YouTube to tell the world."[217] In 2012, more than a third of the U.S. Senate introduced a resolution condemning Joseph Kony[image: External link] 16 days after the "Kony 2012[image: External link]" video was posted to YouTube, with resolution co-sponsor Senator Lindsey Graham remarking that the video "will do more to lead to (Kony's) demise than all other action combined."[218]

Conversely, YouTube has also allowed government to more easily engage with citizens, the White House's official YouTube channel being the seventh top news organization producer on YouTube in 2012[221] and in 2013 a healthcare exchange commissioned Obama impersonator Iman Crosson[image: External link]'s YouTube music video spoof to encourage young Americans to enroll in the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare)[image: External link]-compliant health insurance.[222] In February 2014, U.S. President Obama held a meeting at the White House with leading YouTube content creators to not only promote awareness of Obamacare[223] but more generally to develop ways for government to better connect with the "YouTube Generation".[219] Whereas YouTube's inherent ability to allow presidents to directly connect with average citizens was noted, the YouTube content creators' new media[image: External link] savvy was perceived necessary to better cope with the website's distracting content and fickle audience.[219]

Some YouTube videos have themselves had a direct effect on world events, such as Innocence of Muslims[image: External link] (2012) which spurred protests and related anti-American violence[image: External link] internationally.[224] TED curator Chris Anderson described a phenomenon by which geographically distributed individuals in a certain field share their independently developed skills in YouTube videos, thus challenging others to improve their own skills, and spurring invention and evolution in that field.[209] Journalist Virginia Heffernan[image: External link] stated in The New York Times that such videos have "surprising implications" for the dissemination of culture and even the future of classical music.[225]

The Legion of Extraordinary Dancers[image: External link][226] and the YouTube Symphony Orchestra[image: External link][227] selected their membership based on individual video performances.[209][227] Further, the cybercollaboration charity video "We Are the World 25 for Haiti (YouTube edition)[image: External link]" was formed by mixing performances of 57 globally distributed singers into a single musical work,[228] with The Tokyo Times noting the "We Pray for You" YouTube cyber-collaboration video as an example of a trend to use crowdsourcing for charitable purposes.[229] The anti-bullying It Gets Better Project[image: External link] expanded from a single YouTube video directed to discouraged or suicidal LGBT teens,[230] that within two months drew video responses from hundreds including U.S. President Barack Obama, Vice President Biden, White House staff, and several cabinet secretaries.[231] Similarly, in response to fifteen-year-old Amanda Todd[image: External link]'s video "My story: Struggling, bullying, suicide, self-harm", legislative action was undertaken almost immediately after her suicide to study the prevalence of bullying and form a national anti-bullying strategy.[232]
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 Revenue




Google does not provide detailed figures for YouTube's running costs, and YouTube's revenues in 2007 were noted as "not material[image: External link]" in a regulatory filing.[233] In June 2008, a Forbes magazine article projected the 2008 revenue at $200 million, noting progress in advertising sales.[234] In January 2012, it was estimated that visitors to YouTube spent an average of 15 minutes a day on the site, in contrast to the four or five hours a day spent by a typical U.S. citizen watching television.[26] In 2012, YouTube's revenue from its ads program was estimated at 3.7 billion.[235] In 2013 it nearly doubled and estimated to hit 5.6 billion dollars according to eMarketer,[235][236][237] others estimated 4.7 billion,[235] The vast majority of videos on YouTube are free to view and supported by advertising.[53] In May 2013, YouTube introduced a trial scheme of 53 subscription channels with prices ranging from $0.99 to $6.99 a month.[238] The move was seen as an attempt to compete with other providers of online subscription services such as Netflix[image: External link] and Hulu.[53]
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 Advertisement partnerships




YouTube entered into a marketing and advertising partnership with NBC[image: External link] in June 2006.[239] In March 2007, it struck a deal with BBC[image: External link] for three channels with BBC content, one for news and two for entertainment.[240] In November 2008, YouTube reached an agreement with MGM[image: External link], Lions Gate Entertainment[image: External link], and CBS[image: External link], allowing the companies to post full-length films and television episodes on the site, accompanied by advertisements in a section for US viewers called "Shows". The move was intended to create competition with websites such as Hulu, which features material from NBC, Fox[image: External link], and Disney[image: External link].[241][242] In November 2009, YouTube launched a version of "Shows" available to UK viewers, offering around 4,000 full-length shows from more than 60 partners.[243] In January 2010, YouTube introduced an online film rentals service,[244] which is available only to users in the US, Canada and the UK as of 2010.[245][246] The service offers over 6,000 films.[247]
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 Partnership with video creators




In May 2007, YouTube launched its Partner Program, a system based on AdSense[image: External link] which allows the uploader of the video to share the revenue produced by advertising on the site.[248] YouTube typically takes 45 percent of the advertising revenue from videos in the Partner Program, with 55 percent going to the uploader.[249] There are over a million members of the YouTube Partner Program.[250] According to TubeMogul[image: External link], in 2013 a pre-roll advertisement on YouTube (one that is shown before the video starts) cost advertisers on average $7.60 per 1000 views. Usually no more than half of eligible videos have a pre-roll advertisement, due to a lack of interested advertisers.[251] Assuming pre-roll advertisements on half of videos, a YouTube partner would earn 0.5 X $7.60 X 55% = $2.09 per 1000 views in 2013.[251]
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 Revenue to copyright holders




Much of YouTube's revenue goes to the copyright holders of the videos.[237] In 2010, it was reported that nearly a third of the videos with advertisements were uploaded without permission of the copyright holders. YouTube gives an option for copyright holders to locate and remove their videos or to have them continue running for revenue.[252] In May 2013, Nintendo[image: External link] began enforcing its copyright ownership and claiming the advertising revenue from video creators who posted screenshots of its games.[253] In February 2015, Nintendo agreed to share the revenue with the video creators.[254][255][256]
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 Community policy




YouTube has a set of community guidelines aimed to reduce abuse of the site's features. Generally prohibited material includes sexually explicit content, videos of animal abuse, shock videos[image: External link], content uploaded without the copyright holder's consent, hate speech, spam, and predatory behavior.[257] Despite the guidelines, YouTube has faced criticism from news sources for content in violation of these guidelines.
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 Copyrighted material




At the time of uploading a video, YouTube users are shown a message asking them not to violate copyright laws.[258] Despite this advice, there are still many unauthorized clips of copyrighted material on YouTube. YouTube does not view videos before they are posted online, and it is left to copyright holders to issue a DMCA[image: External link] takedown notice[image: External link] pursuant to the terms of the Online Copyright Infringement Liability Limitation Act[image: External link]. Any successful complaint about copyright infringement results in a YouTube copyright strike[image: External link]. Three successful complaints for copyright infringement[image: External link] against a user account will result in the account and all of its uploaded videos being deleted.[259][260] Organizations including Viacom[image: External link], Mediaset[image: External link], and the English Premier League[image: External link] have filed lawsuits against YouTube, claiming that it has done too little to prevent the uploading of copyrighted material.[261][262][263] Viacom, demanding $1 billion in damages, said that it had found more than 150,000 unauthorized clips of its material on YouTube that had been viewed "an astounding 1.5 billion times". YouTube responded by stating that it "goes far beyond its legal obligations in assisting content owners to protect their works".[264]

During the same court battle, Viacom won a court ruling requiring YouTube to hand over 12 terabytes of data detailing the viewing habits of every user who has watched videos on the site. The decision was criticized by the Electronic Frontier Foundation[image: External link], which called the court ruling "a setback to privacy rights".[265][266] In June 2010, Viacom's lawsuit against Google was rejected in a summary judgment, with U.S. federal Judge Louis L. Stanton[image: External link] stating that Google was protected by provisions of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act. Viacom announced its intention to appeal the ruling.[267] On April 5, 2012, the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit reinstated the case, allowing Viacom's lawsuit against Google to be heard in court again.[268] On March 18, 2014, the lawsuit was settled after seven years with an undisclosed agreement.[269]

In August 2008, a US court ruled in Lenz v. Universal Music Corp.[image: External link] that copyright holders cannot order the removal of an online file without first determining whether the posting reflected fair use[image: External link] of the material. The case involved Stephanie Lenz from Gallitzin, Pennsylvania, who had made a home video of her 13-month-old son dancing to Prince[image: External link]'s song "Let's Go Crazy[image: External link]", and posted the 29-second video on YouTube.[270] In the case of Smith v. Summit Entertainment LLC[image: External link], professional singer Matt Smith sued Summit Entertainment for the wrongful use of copyright takedown notices on YouTube.[271] He asserted seven causes of action[image: External link], and four were ruled in Smith's favor.[272]

In April 2012, a court in Hamburg ruled that YouTube could be held responsible for copyrighted material posted by its users. The performance rights organization GEMA[image: External link] argued that YouTube had not done enough to prevent the uploading of German copyrighted music. YouTube responded by stating:












	“
	
We remain committed to finding a solution to the music licensing issue in Germany that will benefit artists, composers, authors, publishers and record labels, as well as the wider YouTube community.[273]

	”




On November 1, 2016, the dispute with GEMA was resolved, with Google content ID being used to allow advertisements to be added to videos with content protected by GEMA.[274]

In April 2013, it was reported that Universal Music Group and YouTube have a contractual agreement that prevents content blocked on YouTube by a request from UMG from being restored, even if the uploader of the video files a DMCA counter-notice. When a dispute occurs, the uploader of the video has to contact UMG.[275][276] YouTube's owner Google announced in November 2015 that they would help cover the legal cost in select cases where they believe "fair use" laws apply.[277]
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 Content ID




See also: Criticism of Google § YouTube[image: External link]


In June 2007, YouTube began trials of a system for automatic detection of uploaded videos that infringe copyright. Google CEO Eric Schmidt regarded this system as necessary for resolving lawsuits such as the one from Viacom[image: External link], which alleged that YouTube profited from content that it did not have the right to distribute.[278] The system, which became known as Content ID,[279] creates an ID File for copyrighted audio and video material, and stores it in a database. When a video is uploaded, it is checked against the database, and flags the video as a copyright violation if a match is found.[280] When this occurs, the content owner has the choice of blocking the video to make it unviewable, tracking the viewing statistics of the video, or adding advertisements to the video. YouTube describes Content ID as "very accurate in finding uploads that look similar to reference files that are of sufficient length and quality to generate an effective ID File".[280] Content ID accounts for over a third of the monetized views on YouTube.[281]

An independent test in 2009 uploaded multiple versions of the same song to YouTube, and concluded that while the system was "surprisingly resilient" in finding copyright violations in the audio tracks of videos, it was not infallible.[282] The use of Content ID to remove material automatically has led to controversy[image: External link] in some cases, as the videos have not been checked by a human for fair use.[283] If a YouTube user disagrees with a decision by Content ID, it is possible to fill in a form disputing the decision.[284] YouTube has cited the effectiveness of Content ID as one of the reasons why the site's rules were modified in December 2010 to allow some users to upload videos of unlimited length.[285]
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 Controversial content




See also: Criticism of Google § YouTube[image: External link], and Censorship by Google § YouTube[image: External link]


YouTube has also faced criticism over the offensive content in some of its videos. The uploading of videos containing defamation, pornography, and material encouraging criminal conduct is forbidden by YouTube's "Community Guidelines".[257] YouTube relies on its users to flag the content of videos as inappropriate, and a YouTube employee will view a flagged video to determine whether it violates the site's guidelines.[257]

Controversial content has included material relating to Holocaust denial[image: External link] and the Hillsborough disaster[image: External link], in which 96 football fans from Liverpool were crushed to death in 1989.[286][287] In July 2008, the Culture and Media Committee of the House of Commons of the United Kingdom stated that it was "unimpressed" with YouTube's system for policing its videos, and argued that "proactive review of content should be standard practice for sites hosting user-generated content". YouTube responded by stating:


We have strict rules on what's allowed, and a system that enables anyone who sees inappropriate content to report it to our 24/7 review team and have it dealt with promptly. We educate our community on the rules and include a direct link from every YouTube page to make this process as easy as possible for our users. Given the volume of content uploaded on our site, we think this is by far the most effective way to make sure that the tiny minority of videos that break the rules come down quickly.[288] (July 2008)



In October 2010, U.S. Congressman Anthony Weiner[image: External link] urged YouTube to remove from its website videos of imam Anwar al-Awlaki[image: External link].[289] YouTube pulled some of the videos in November 2010, stating they violated the site's guidelines.[290] In December 2010, YouTube added the ability to flag videos for containing terrorism content.[291]

YouTube's policies on "advertiser-friendly content[image: External link]" restrict what may be incorporated into videos being monetized; this includes strong violence, language, sexual content, and "controversial or sensitive subjects and events, including subjects related to war, political conflicts, natural disasters and tragedies, even if graphic imagery is not shown", unless the content is "usually newsworthy or comedic and the creator's intent is to inform or entertain".[292] In September 2016, after introducing an enhanced notification system to inform users of these violations, YouTube's policies were criticized by prominent users, including Phillip DeFranco[image: External link] and Vlogbrothers[image: External link]. DeFranco argued that not being able to earn advertising revenue on such videos was "censorship by a different name". A YouTube spokesperson stated that while the policy itself was not new, the service had "improved the notification and appeal process to ensure better communication to our creators."[293][294][295]

In March 2017, the government of the United Kingdom pulled its advertising campaigns from YouTube, after reports that its ads had appeared on videos containing extremism content. The government demanded assurances that its advertising would "be delivered in a safe and appropriate way". The Guardian newspaper, as well as other major British and U.S. brands, similarly suspended their advertising on YouTube in response to their advertising appearing near offensive content. Google stated that it had "begun an extensive review of our advertising policies and have made a public commitment to put in place changes that give brands more control over where their ads appear".[296][297] In early-April 2017, the YouTube channel h3h3Productions[image: External link] presented evidence claiming that a Wall Street Journal[image: External link] article had fabricated screenshots showing major brand advertising on an offensive video containing Johnny Rebel[image: External link] music overlaid on a Chief Keef[image: External link] music video, citing that the video itself had not earned any ad revenue for the uploader. The video was retracted after it was found that the ads had actually been triggered by the use of copyrighted content in the video.[298][299]

On April 6, 2017, YouTube announced that in order to "ensure revenue only flows to creators who are playing by the rules", it would change its practices to require that a channel undergo a policy compliance review, and have at least 10,000 lifetime views, before they may join the Partner Program.[300]
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 User comments




See also: Criticism of Google § YouTube user comments[image: External link]


Most videos enable users to leave comments, and these have attracted attention for the negative[image: External link] aspects of both their form and content. In 2006, Time praised Web 2.0[image: External link] for enabling "community and collaboration on a scale never seen before", and added that YouTube "harnesses the stupidity of crowds as well as its wisdom. Some of the comments on YouTube make you weep for the future of humanity just for the spelling alone, never mind the obscenity and the naked hatred".[301] The Guardian in 2009 described users' comments on YouTube as:



	“
	
Juvenile, aggressive, misspelled, sexist, homophobic, swinging from raging at the contents of a video to providing a pointlessly detailed description followed by a LOL, YouTube comments are a hotbed of infantile debate and unashamed ignorance – with the occasional burst of wit shining through.[302]

	”




In September 2008, The Daily Telegraph commented that YouTube was "notorious" for "some of the most confrontational and ill-formed comment exchanges on the internet", and reported on YouTube Comment Snob, "a new piece of software that blocks rude and illiterate posts".[303] The Huffington Post noted in April 2012 that finding comments on YouTube that appear "offensive, stupid and crass" to the "vast majority" of the people is hardly difficult.[304]

On November 6, 2013, Google implemented a comment system oriented on Google+ that required all YouTube users to use a Google+ account in order to comment on videos. The stated motivation for the change was giving creators more power to moderate and block comments, thereby addressing frequent criticisms of their quality and tone.[305] The new system restored the ability to include URLs[image: External link] in comments, which had previously been removed due to problems with abuse.[306][307] In response, YouTube co-founder Jawed Karim posted the question "why the fuck do I need a google+ account to comment on a video?" on his YouTube channel to express his negative opinion of the change.[308] The official YouTube announcement[309] received 20,097 "thumbs down" votes and generated more than 32,000 comments in two days.[310] Writing in the Newsday blog Silicon Island, Chase Melvin noted that "Google+ is nowhere near as popular a social media network as Facebook, but it's essentially being forced upon millions of YouTube users who don't want to lose their ability to comment on videos" and "Discussion forums across the Internet are already bursting with outcry against the new comment system". In the same article Melvin goes on to say:[311]



	“
	
Perhaps user complaints are justified, but the idea of revamping the old system isn't so bad.
Think of the crude, misogynistic and racially-charged mudslinging that has transpired over the last eight years on YouTube without any discernible moderation. Isn't any attempt to curb unidentified libelers worth a shot? The system is far from perfect, but Google should be lauded for trying to alleviate some of the damage caused by irate YouTubers hiding behind animosity and anonymity.


	”




On July 27, 2015, Google announced in a blog post that it would be removing the requirement to sign up to a Google+ account to post comments to YouTube.[312]

On November 3, 2016, YouTube announced a trial scheme which allows the creators of videos to decide whether to approve, hide or report the comments posted on videos based on an algorithm[image: External link] that detects potentially offensive comments.[313]
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 View counts




In December 2012, two billion views were removed from the view counts of Universal and Sony[image: External link] music videos on YouTube, prompting a claim by The Daily Dot[image: External link] that the views had been deleted due to a violation of the site's terms of service, which ban the use of automated processes to inflate view counts. This was disputed by Billboard, which said that the two billion views had been moved to Vevo, since the videos were no longer active on YouTube.[314][315] On August 5, 2015, YouTube removed the feature which caused a video's view count to freeze at "301" (later "301+") until the actual count was verified to prevent view count fraud[image: External link].[316] YouTube view counts now update in real time.[317]
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 Censorship and filtering




Main article: Censorship of YouTube[image: External link]


As of September 2012, countries with standing national bans on YouTube include China, Iran, and Turkmenistan.

YouTube is blocked for a variety of reasons, including:[318]


	Limiting public exposure to content that may ignite social or political unrest;

	Preventing criticism of a ruler, government, government officials, religion, or religious leaders;

	Violations of national laws, including:

	Copyright and intellectual property protection laws;

	Violations of hate speech, ethics, or morality-based laws; and

	National security legislation.





	Preventing access to videos judged to be inappropriate for youth;

	Reducing distractions at work or school; and

	Reducing the amount of network bandwidth used.



In some countries, YouTube is completely blocked, either through a long term standing ban or for more limited periods of time such as during periods of unrest, the run-up to an election, or in response to upcoming political anniversaries. In other countries access to the website as a whole remains open, but access to specific videos is blocked. In cases where the entire site is banned due to one particular video, YouTube will often agree to remove or limit access to that video in order to restore service.[318]

Businesses, schools, government agencies, and other private institutions often block social media sites, including YouTube, due to bandwidth limitations and the site's potential for distraction.[318]

Several countries have blocked access to YouTube:


	Iran temporarily blocked access on December 3, 2006, to YouTube and several other sites, after declaring them as violating social and moral codes of conduct. The YouTube block came after a video was posted online that appeared to show an Iranian soap opera star having sex.[319] The block was later lifted and then reinstated after Iran's 2009 presidential election[image: External link].[320] In 2012, Iran reblocked access, along with access to Google, after the controversial film Innocence of Muslims[image: External link]' trailer was released on YouTube.[321]


	Thailand blocked access between 2006 and 2007 due to offensive videos relating to King Bhumibol Adulyadej[image: External link].[322][323]


	Some Australian state education departments block YouTube citing "an inability to determine what sort of video material might be accessed" and "There's no educational value to it and the content of the material on the site."[324]


	China blocked access from October 15, 2007 to March 22, 2008, and again starting on March 24, 2009. Access remains blocked.[325][326][327][328]


	Morocco blocked access in May 2007, possibly as a result of videos critical of Morocco's actions in Western Sahara.[329] YouTube became accessible again on May 30, 2007, after Maroc Telecom unofficially announced that the denied access to the website was a mere "technical glitch".[330]


	Turkey blocked access between 2008 and 2010 after controversy over videos deemed insulting to Mustafa Kemal Atatürk[image: External link].[331][332][333] In November 2010, a video of the Turkish politician Deniz Baykal[image: External link] caused the site to be blocked again briefly, and the site was threatened with a new shutdown if it did not remove the video.[334] During the two and a half year block of YouTube, the video-sharing website remained the eighth most-accessed site in Turkey.[335][336] In 2014, Turkey blocked the access for the second time, after "a high-level intelligence leak."[337][338][339]


	Pakistan blocked access on February 23, 2008, because of "offensive material" towards the Islamic faith, including display of the Danish cartoons[image: External link] of Muhammad[image: External link].[340] This led to a near global blackout of the YouTube site for around two hours, as the Pakistani block was inadvertently transferred to other countries. On February 26, 2008, the ban was lifted after the website had removed the objectionable content from its servers at the request of the government.[341][342] Many Pakistanis circumvented the three-day block by using virtual private network[image: External link] software.[343] In May 2010, following the Everybody Draw Mohammed Day[image: External link], Pakistan again blocked access to YouTube, citing "growing sacrilegious content".[344] The ban was lifted on May 27, 2010, after the website removed the objectionable content from its servers at the request of the government. However, individual videos deemed offensive to Muslims posted on YouTube will continue to be blocked.[345][346] Pakistan again placed a ban on YouTube in September 2012, after the site refused to remove the film Innocence of Muslims[image: External link], with the ban still in operation as of September 2013.[347] The ban was lifted in January 2016 after YouTube launched a Pakistan-specific version.[348]


	Turkmenistan blocked access on December 25, 2009, for unknown reasons. Other websites, such as LiveJournal[image: External link] were also blocked.[349]


	Libya blocked access on January 24, 2010, because of videos that featured demonstrations in the city of Benghazi[image: External link] by families of detainees who were killed in Abu Salim prison[image: External link] in 1996, and videos of family members of Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi[image: External link] at parties. The blocking was criticized by Human Rights Watch[image: External link].[350] In November 2011, after the Libyan Civil War[image: External link], YouTube was once again allowed in Libya.[351]


	Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Russia, and Sudan blocked access in September 2012 following controversy over a 14-minute trailer for the film Innocence of Muslims[image: External link] which had been posted on the site.[352][353][354][355][356][357]


	In Libya and Egypt, the Innocence of Muslims trailer was blamed for violent protests[image: External link] in September 2012. YouTube stated that "This video—which is widely available on the Web—is clearly within our guidelines and so will stay on YouTube. However, given the very difficult situation in Libya and Egypt we have temporarily restricted access in both countries."[358][359]
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 Music Key licensing




In May 2014, before YouTube's subscription-based Music Key service was launched, the independent music trade organization Worldwide Independent Network alleged that YouTube was using non-negotiable contracts with independent labels that were "undervalued" in comparison to other streaming services, and that YouTube would block all music content from labels who do not reach a deal to be included on the paid service. In a statement to the Financial Times[image: External link] in June 2014, Robert Kyncl confirmed that YouTube would block the content of labels who do not negotiate deals to be included in the paid service "to ensure that all content on the platform is governed by its new contractual terms." Stating that 90% of labels had reached deals, he went on to say that "while we wish that we had [a] 100% success rate, we understand that is not likely an achievable goal and therefore it is our responsibility to our users and the industry to launch the enhanced music experience."[360][361][362][363] The Financial Times later reported that YouTube had reached an aggregate deal with Merlin Network[image: External link]—a trade group representing over 20,000 independent labels, for their inclusion in the service. However, YouTube itself has not confirmed the deal.[192]
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 NSA Prism program




Following media reports about PRISM[image: External link], NSA's massive electronic surveillance program, in June 2013, several technology companies were identified as participants, including YouTube. According to leaks of said program, YouTube joined the PRISM program in 2010.[364]
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 April Fools




YouTube featured an April Fools prank on the site on April 1 of every year from 2008 to 2016.

In 2008, all the links to the videos on the main page were redirected to Rick Astley[image: External link]'s music video "Never Gonna Give You Up[image: External link]", a prank known as " Rickrolling[image: External link]".[365][366]

In 2009, when clicking on a video on the main page, the whole page turned upside down. YouTube claimed that this was a "new layout".[367]

In 2010, YouTube temporarily released a "TEXTp" mode, which translated the colors in the videos to random upper case letters. YouTube claimed in a message that this was done in order to reduce bandwidth costs by $1 per second.[368]

In 2011, the site celebrated its "100th anniversary" with a "1911 button" and a range of sepia-toned silent, early 1900s-style films, including "Flugelhorn Feline", a parody of Keyboard Cat[image: External link].[369]

In 2012, clicking on the image of a DVD next to the site logo led to a video about "The YouTube Collection", a purported option to order every YouTube video for home delivery on DVD, videocassette, LaserDisc[image: External link], or Betamax[image: External link] tapes. The spoof promotional video touted "the complete YouTube experience completely offline."[370]

In 2013, YouTube teamed up with satirical newspaper company The Onion[image: External link] to claim that the video sharing website was launched as a contest which had finally come to an end, and would announce a winner of the contest when the site went back up in 2023. A video of two presenters announcing the nominees streamed live for twelve hours.[371]

In 2014, YouTube announced that it was responsible for the creation of all viral video trends, and revealed previews of upcoming memes, such as "Clocking", "Kissing Dad", and "Glub Glub Water Dance".[372]

In 2015, YouTube added a music button to the video bar that played samples from " Sandstorm[image: External link]" by Darude[image: External link]. Additionally, when users searched for a song title, a message would appear saying "Did you mean: Darude – Sandstorm by Darude".[373]

In 2016, YouTube announced "SnoopaVision Beta", telling their users that soon they would have the option to watch every video on the platform in 360 degree mode with Snoop Dogg[image: External link].[374]
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 See also





	CNN-YouTube presidential debates[image: External link]

	List of most viewed YouTube videos[image: External link]

	List of YouTubers[image: External link]

	BookTube[image: External link]

	Ouellette v. Viacom International Inc.[image: External link]

	Reply Girls[image: External link]

	YouTube Awards[image: External link]

	YouTube Instant[image: External link]
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Extended Play






This article is about the audio format. For other uses, see Extended play (disambiguation)[image: External link].

An extended play record, often referred to as an EP, is a musical recording[image: External link] that contains more tracks than a single[image: External link], but is usually unqualified as an album or LP[image: External link].[1][2][3] EPs generally do not contain as many tracks as albums, and are considered "less expensive and time-consuming" for an artist to produce than an album.[3] An EP originally referred to specific types of vinyl records[image: External link] other than 78 rpm[image: External link] standard play (SP) and LP,[4] but it is now applied to mid-length CDs[image: External link] and downloads[image: External link] as well.

Ricardo Baca[image: External link] of The Denver Post[image: External link] said, "EPs—originally extended-play 'single' releases that are shorter than traditional albums—have long been popular with punk and indie bands."[5] In the United Kingdom[image: External link], the Official Chart Company[image: External link] defines a boundary between EP and album classification at 25 minutes of length or four tracks (not counting alternative versions of featured songs, if present).[1][2]
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EPs were released in various sizes in different eras. The earliest multi-track records, issued around 1919 by Grey Gull Records[image: External link], were vertically cut 78 rpm[image: External link] discs known as "2-in-1" records. These had finer than usual grooves, like Edison Disc Records[image: External link]. By 1949, when the 45 rpm single and 33 1⁄3 rpm LP were competing formats, seven-inch 45 rpm[image: External link] singles had a maximum playing time of only about four minutes per side.

Partly as an attempt to compete with the LP introduced in 1948 by rival Columbia[image: External link], RCA Victor[image: External link] introduced "Extended Play" 45s[image: External link] during 1952[image: External link]. Their narrower grooves, achieved by lowering the cutting levels and sound compression optionally, enabled them to hold up to 7.5 minutes per side—but still be played by a standard 45 rpm phonograph[image: External link]. These were usually 10-inch LPs (released until the mid-1950s) split onto two seven-inch EPs or 12-inch LPs split onto three seven-inch EPs, either sold separately or together in gatefold covers. This practice became much less common with the advent of triple-speed-available phonographs.

Some classical music[image: External link] albums released at the beginning of the LP era were also distributed as EP albums—notably, the seven operas that Arturo Toscanini[image: External link] conducted on radio[image: External link] between 1944 and 1954. These opera EPs, originally broadcast on the NBC Radio[image: External link] network and manufactured by RCA, which owned the NBC network then, were made available both in 45 rpm and 33 1⁄3 rpm. In the 1990s, they began appearing on compact discs. RCA also had success in the format with their top money earner, Elvis Presley, issuing 28 Elvis EPs between 1956[image: External link] and 1967[image: External link], many of which topped the separate Billboard EP chart during its brief existence.

During the 1950s[image: External link], RCA published several EP albums of Walt Disney[image: External link] movies, containing both the story and the songs. These usually featured the original casts of actors[image: External link] and actresses[image: External link]. Each album contained two seven-inch records, plus a fully illustrated booklet containing the text of the recording, so that children could follow along by reading. Some of the titles included Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs[image: External link] (1937), Pinocchio[image: External link] (1940), and what was then a recent release, the movie version of 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea[image: External link] that was presented in 1954[image: External link]. The recording and publishing of 20,000 was unusual: it did not employ the movie's cast, and years later, a 12 in 33⅓ rpm album, with a nearly identical script, but another different cast, was sold by Disneyland Records[image: External link] in conjunction with the re-release of the movie in 1963.

Because of the popularity of 7" and other formats, SP (78 rpm, 10") records became less popular and the production of SPs in Japan[image: External link] was suspended in 1963.[6][7]

In the 1950s and 1960s, EPs were usually compilations of singles or album samplers and were typically played at 45 rpm on seven-inch (18 cm) discs, with two songs on each side.[8][9] Other than those published by RCA, EPs were relatively uncommon in the United States[image: External link] and Canada, but they were widely sold in the United Kingdom[image: External link], and in some other European countries, during the 1950s and 1960s. Record Retailer[image: External link] printed the first EP chart in 1960. The New Musical Express (NME )[image: External link], Melody Maker[image: External link], Disc and Music Echo[image: External link] and the Record Mirror continued to list EPs on their respective singles charts. The Beatles' Twist and Shout[image: External link] outsold most singles for some weeks in 1963. When the BBC[image: External link] and Record Retailer commissioned the British Market Research Bureau (BMRB)[image: External link] to compile a chart it was restricted to singles and EPs disappeared from the listings.

In the Philippines, seven-inch EPs marketed as " mini-LPs[image: External link]" (but distinctly different from the mini-LPs of the 1980s) were introduced in 1970, with tracks selected from an album and packaging resembling the album they were taken from.[10] This mini-LP format also became popular in America in the early 1970s for promotional releases, and also for use in jukeboxes[image: External link].[11]

Stevie Wonder included a bonus four-song EP with his double LP Songs in the Key of Life[image: External link] in 1976. During the 1970s and 1980s, there was less standardization[image: External link] and EPs were made on seven-inch (18 cm), 10-inch (25 cm) or 12-inch (30 cm) discs running either 33 1⁄3 or 45 rpm. Some novelty[image: External link] EPs used odd shapes and colors, and a few of them were picture discs[image: External link].

Alice in Chains[image: External link] was the first band to ever have an EP reach number one on the Billboard[image: External link] album chart. Its EP, Jar of Flies[image: External link], was released on January 25, 1994. In 2004, Linkin Park[image: External link] and Jay-Z[image: External link]'s collaboration EP, Collision Course[image: External link], was the next to reach the number one spot after Alice in Chains. In 2010, the cast of the television series Glee[image: External link] became the first artist to have two EPs reach number one, with Glee: The Music, The Power of Madonna[image: External link] on the week of May 8, 2010, and Glee: The Music, Journey to Regionals[image: External link] on the week of June 26, 2010.

In 2010, Warner Bros. Records[image: External link] revived the format with their "Six-Pak" offering of six songs on a compact disc.[12]
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The first EPs were seven-inch vinyl records with more tracks than a normal single (typically five to nine of them). Although they shared size and speed with singles, they were a recognizably different format than the seven-inch single. Although they could be named after a lead track, they were generally given a different title.[8] Examples include The Beatles' The Beatles' Hits[image: External link] EP from 1963, and The Troggs[image: External link]' Troggs Tops EP from 1966, both of which collected previously released tracks.[8] The playing time was generally between 10 and 15 minutes.[8] They also came in cardboard picture sleeves at a time when singles were usually issued in paper company sleeves. EPs tended to be album samplers or collections of singles. EPs of all original material began to appear in the 1950s. Examples are Elvis Presley's "Love Me Tender" from 1956 and "Just for You", "Peace in the Valley" and "Jailhouse Rock[image: External link]" from 1957, and The Kinks[image: External link]' Kinksize Session[image: External link] from 1964.

Twelve-inch EPs were similar, but generally had between three and five tracks and a length of over 12 minutes.[8] Like seven-inch EPs, these were given titles.[8] EP releases were also issued in cassette[image: External link] and 10-inch vinyl formats.[8] With the advent of the compact disc[image: External link] (CD), more music was often included on "single" releases, with four or five tracks being common, and playing times of up to 25 minutes.[8] These extended-length singles became known as maxi singles[image: External link] and while commensurate in length to an EP were distinguished by being designed to feature a single song, with the remaining songs considered B-sides[image: External link], whereas an EP was designed not to feature a single song, instead resembling a mini album.

EPs of original material regained popularity in the punk rock[image: External link] era, when they were commonly used for the release of new material, e.g. Buzzcocks[image: External link]' Spiral Scratch[image: External link] EP.[8] These featured four-track seven-inch singles played at 33 1⁄3 rpm, the most common understanding of the term EP.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Beginning in the 1980s, many so-called "singles" have been sold in formats with more than two tracks. Because of this, the definition of an EP is not determined only by the number of tracks or the playing time; an EP is typically seen[by whom?[image: External link]] as four (or more) tracks of equal importance, as opposed to a four-track single with an obvious A-side and three B-sides.

In the United States, the Recording Industry Association of America, the organization that declares releases "gold" or "platinum" based on numbers of sales, defines an EP as containing three to five songs or under 30 minutes.[13] On the other hand, The Recording Academy[image: External link]'s rules for Grammy Awards state that any release with five or more different songs and a running time of over 15 minutes is considered an album, with no mention of EPs.[14]

In the United Kingdom, any record with more than four distinct tracks or with a playing time of more than 25 minutes is classified as an album for sales-chart purposes. If priced as a single, they will not qualify for the main album chart but can appear in the separate Budget Albums chart.[2]

An intermediate format between EPs and full-length LPs is the mini-LP[image: External link], which was a common album format in the 1980s. These generally contained 20–30 minutes of music.[8]

In underground dance music, vinyl EPs have been a longstanding medium for releasing new material, e.g. Fourteenth Century Sky[image: External link] by The Dust Brothers[image: External link].
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A double extended play is the name typically given to vinyl records[image: External link] or compact discs[image: External link] released as a set of two discs, each of which would normally qualify as an EP. The name is thus analogous to double album[image: External link]. As vinyl records, the most common format for the double EP, they consist of a pair of 7" discs recorded at 45 or 33 1⁄3 rpm[image: External link], or two 12" discs recorded at 45 rpm. The format is useful when an album's-worth of material is being pressed by a small plant geared for the production of singles rather than albums, and may have novelty value which can be turned to advantage for publicity purposes. Double EPs are rare, since the amount of material recordable on a double EP could usually be more economically and sensibly recorded on a single vinyl LP[image: External link].

In the 1950s, Capitol Records[image: External link] had released a number of double EPs by its more popular artists, including Les Paul[image: External link]. The pair of double EPs (EBF 1-577, sides 1 to 8!) were described on the original covers as "parts... of a four part album". In 1960, Joe Meek[image: External link]'s I Hear a New World[image: External link] double EP was released in 1960 and has since become a collector's item. Probably the most well-known double EP is The Beatles' Magical Mystery Tour[image: External link], released as a double 7" EP in the United Kingdom[image: External link] eleven days after the long-playing version, which became the standard for compact disc reissue, was released in the United States[image: External link]. The Style Council[image: External link] album The Cost of Loving[image: External link] was originally issued as two 12" EPs.

It is becoming less uncommon to release two 12" 45s rather than a single 12" LP. Though there are 11 songs that total about 40 minutes, enough for one LP, the songs are spread across two 12" 45 rpm discs. Also, the vinyl pressing of Hail to the Thief[image: External link] by Radiohead[image: External link] uses this practice but is considered to be a full-length album. In 1982 Cabaret Voltaire[image: External link] released their studio album " 2x45[image: External link]" on the UK-based label Rough Trade[image: External link], featuring extended tracks over four sides of two 12" 45 rpm discs, with graphics by artist Neville Brody[image: External link]. The band subsequently released a further album in this format, 1985's "Drinking Gasoline[image: External link]", on the Virgin Records[image: External link] label.

There are a limited number of double EPs which serve other purposes,[ which?[image: External link]] however. An example of this is the Dunedin Double EP[image: External link], which contains tracks by four different bands. Using a double EP in this instance allowed each band to have its tracks occupying a different side. In addition, the groove on the physical record could be wider and thus allow for a louder album.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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In the 1960s and 1970s, record companies released EP versions of long play (LP) albums for use in jukeboxes[image: External link]. These were commonly known as "compact 33s" or "little LPs". They played at 33 1⁄3 rpm, were pressed on seven-inch vinyl and frequently had as many as six songs. What made them EP-like was the fact that some songs were omitted for time purposes, and the tracks deemed the most popular were left on. Unlike most EPs before them, and most seven-inch vinyl in general (pre-1970s), these were issued in stereo.
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My World (EP)






My World is the debut extended play (EP) by Canadian recording artist Justin Bieber. It was released on 17 November 2009, by Island Records. The album is considered the first half of a two-piece project, later being supplemented by his debut studio album My World 2.0 (2010). After signing a recording contract in light of his growing popularity on YouTube, Bieber worked with collaborators including his mentor Usher[image: External link], in addition to producers Tricky Stewart[image: External link], The-Dream[image: External link], and Midi Mafia[image: External link]. Its music incorporates pop and R&B styles, and lyrically discusses teen romance and coming of age[image: External link] situations.

Upon its release, My World received generally favorable reviews from music critics[image: External link], who complimented its production. It debuted at number six on the US Billboard 200 with first-week sales of 137,000 copies. In doing so, it became the strongest-debuting release for a new artist in 2009, though it was topped the following week by I Dreamed a Dream[image: External link] by Susan Boyle[image: External link], which moved 701,000 units. Upon the release of My World 2.0 in March 2010, its predecessor peaked at number five. Less than two months after its release, the record was certified platinum[image: External link] by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) for sales exceeding one million copies. Internationally, the extended play attained similar success. It debuted atop the Canadian Albums Chart, where it was later certified double platinum. It additionally attained double platinum recognition in the United Kingdom.

Two singles were released from My World, both of which became international successes. Its lead single[image: External link] "One Time" reached the top twenty in five countries' singles charts, while its follow-up "One Less Lonely Girl" peaked within the top ten in Canada and top fifteen in the United States. The promotional singles[image: External link] "Love Me" and "Favorite Girl" peaked in the top forty of the US Billboard Hot 100. The project was additionally promoted through television appearances and the My World Tour in 2010. The remix album[image: External link] My Worlds Acoustic and compilation album[image: External link] My Worlds: The Collection were released later that November; the latter packaged My World, My World 2.0, and My Worlds Acoustic into a two-disc set.

On February 12, 2016, the EP was released on vinyl for the first time.[1]
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 Background and composition




Bieber first began his career through YouTube, posting videos of his performances in singing competitions for family members who could not attend. As his popularity on the website grew, he was discovered by his eventual manager Scooter Braun, who flew Bieber to Atlanta, Georgia[image: External link] to consult with recording artist Usher[image: External link]. He provided him with an audition for L.A. Reid of Island Records, and signed a recording contract in October 2008. In April 2009, after recording his debut single "One Time", Usher described Bieber as a "young phenomenon" and "definitely a priority for me and Island Def Jam."[2] Bieber later described the record's title as "the only way [he] could really describe it", adding that it represented "so many elements of [his] world".[3]

When recording My World, Bieber expressed a desire to "grow as an artist" and have "[his] fans grow with [him]".[6] Musically, the project incorporates pop and R&B styles, similar to the catalogs of Michael Jackson, Stevie Wonder, Chris Brown[image: External link], Usher[image: External link], and Ne-Yo.[7] Entertainment Weekly described the record as featuring "sugary puppy-love ballads and dinky dance-pop confections".[8] Bieber looked to address a variety of lyrical themes, which he described as "songs that teens can relate to" and "just stuff that happens in everyday life".[9]

The introductory track "One Time" discusses an admiration of a female and a desire to become her significant other.[10] "Favorite Girl" shares a similar sentiment, describing the object of his affection as his "prized possession".[11] The ballad "Down to Earth" was inspired by the divorce of Bieber's parents, and was written to reassure fans in a similar situation "that it wasn't because of something they did".[12] "Bigger" details an aspiration to work past the difficulties a relationship experiences.[13] It was noted for experimenting with New jack swing[image: External link] elements that were prominent in Michael Jackson's eighth studio album Dangerous[image: External link],[5] and was also described as a " P.Y.T.[image: External link] rip".[14] Bieber felt that "One Less Lonely Girl" was "really important [that] these girls have something so they can be one less lonely girl".[15] The track was compared to Chris Brown[image: External link]'s "With You[image: External link]" and Beyoncé[image: External link]'s " Irreplaceable[image: External link]".[16] "First Dance" features vocals from Usher, and garnered comparisons to Jackson's "You Are Not Alone[image: External link]".[5] My World closes with "Love Me", which samples The Cardigans[image: External link]' " Lovefool[image: External link]" and was described by MTV News as a "widescreen club track that is full of bubbly synths and Bieber's now-signature croon".[17]
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 Singles




"One Time" was released on 7 July 2009, as the lead single[image: External link] from My World.[18] It received generally favorable reviews from music critics, who complimented Bieber's vocals, but noted a lack of originality.[19][20] The track peaked at number seventeen on the US Billboard Hot 100,[21] and was later certified platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) for sales exceeding one million copies.[22] Internationally, it peaked at number twelve of the Canadian Hot 100,[21] where it was later certified platinum for sales over 10,000 units.[23] The song also reached number eleven on the UK Singles Chart.[24] It attained moderate success in other European territories, peaking within the top thirty in singles charts in Austria, Belgium, and Germany.[25] An accompanying music video was released on 24 November 2009, and depicted Bieber throwing a party in Usher[image: External link]'s house in his absence.[26]

"One Less Lonely Girl" was released on 30 November 2009, as the second single from My World.[27] It was met with a generally positive response, where Bieber's vocals were deemed strong enough to overshadow generic lyrical content.[16] The track peaked at numbers ten and fifteen in the United States and Canada, respectively,[21] and was certified platinum in the former country.[28] Internationally, the song charted in the top thirty in Belgium and Germany.[29] Its accompanying music video was released on 30 November 2009, and depicts Bieber searching for his crush, who had left her scarf at the local laundromat.[30] "Love Me" and "Favorite Girl" were released as promotional singles[image: External link] to the iTunes Store prior to the release of My World. They peaked at numbers thirty-seven and twenty-six on the Billboard Hot 100, respectively.[21]
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Main article: My World Tour


Bieber originally promoted My World through a series of radio and television appearances. In summer 2009, he was featured on the radio stations Z100[image: External link] and Radio Disney[image: External link].[31][32] In September, he appeared as a presenter during the 2009 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link],[33] and performed "One Time" at the network's mtvU VMA Tour.[34] In Canada, he performed "One Time" and "One Less Lonely Girl" during the finale of The Next Star at the end of the month.[35] In October, Bieber performed "One Time", "One Less Lonely Girl" and "Favorite Girl" on Today's Toyota Concert Series;[36] the crowd was the program's largest of the year, surpassing that of an earlier Miley Cyrus performance.[37] He also appeared on It's On with Alexa Chung,[38] The Ellen DeGeneres Show,[39] Good Morning America, Lopez Tonight, Chelsea Lately,[40] The Wendy Williams Show,[41] and 106 and Park[image: External link] throughout November. Bieber also held a guest role on the Nickelodeon[image: External link] television series True Jackson, VP.[42] During the winter, Bieber performed at several "Jingle Ball" holiday concerts.[43] A performance as the Roosevelt Fields Mall in Long Island, New York[image: External link] was scheduled, but was cancelled after it was deemed an unsafe environment due to the exceptionally large crowd of 3,000 people.[44] On 31 December, Bieber performed during the Dick Clark's New Year's Rockin' Eve with Ryan Seacrest[image: External link].[45]

In November 2009, Bieber collaborated with clothing retailer Urban Behavior[image: External link] to host the Urban Behavior Tour. It consisted of performances at five locations across five days. The first event was held on 1 November, at the Metropolis at Metrotown[image: External link] in Vancouver[image: External link]. The tour resumed on 3 November and continued through 6 November, during which dates he appeared at the West Edmonton Mall[image: External link] in Edmonton[image: External link]; the Centre Eaton[image: External link] in Montreal[image: External link]; the White Oaks Mall[image: External link] in London; and Vaughan Mills[image: External link] in Toronto[image: External link].[46] In December, Bieber traveled to Foxborough, Massachusetts[image: External link] and was featured as a guest performer for two dates of Taylor Swift's Fearless Tour[image: External link].[47] Bieber announced his My World Tour in March 2010, held in support of My World and his debut studio album My World 2.0. It started on 23 June at the XL Center[image: External link] in Hartford, Connecticut and concluded on 4 September at the Great Allentown Fair[image: External link] in Allentown, Pennsylvania[image: External link].[48] Bieber performed eighty-eight shows, sixty-seven of which became sold-out. In total, nearly 1.4 million[citation needed[image: External link]] tickets were sold, generating a revenue of over $53 million by its conclusion.[49]
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At Metacritic, which assigns a normalized[image: External link] rating out of 100 to reviews from mainstream critics[image: External link], My World received an average[image: External link] score of 65, based on six reviews, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[50] Andy Kellman from Allmusic[image: External link] complimented the material as being "the kind of age-appropriate content that would fill out a release from a younger Chris Brown[image: External link] or a junior version of Ne-Yo", adding that his charisma made up for lacking lyrical depth.[51] Writing for Billboard, a reviewer opined that the strength of the material opened the possibility of Bieber "racking up more hits in the next decade to come".[52] Mikael Wood of Entertainment Weekly commended "Love Me" as a "killer electro-glam groove" and expressed a desire to see Bieber's "swagger" advance with age.[8] The New York Times's Jon Caramanica provided a favorable review, describing "One Less Lonely Girl" as an "uncomplicatedly beautiful and earnest" track.[5]

Rob Sheffield of Rolling Stone selected "First Dance", "Bigger", and "Love Me" as his personal stand-out tracks from the project.[14] Toronto Star[image: External link]'s Ashante Infantry described Bieber's vocals as those of a "young Chris Brown with overdubbed New Edition[image: External link]-style harmonies", adding that the production and songwriting worked well with his "earnest pubescent vocals".[7] Writing for The Boston Globe[image: External link], Marc Hirsch provided a mixed review, commenting that Bieber was "indistinguishable" from the popular mainstream artists, but noted "Down to Earth" as an "essential" track from the record.[4] Alison Stewart from The Washington Post[image: External link] was pleased that Bieber co-wrote several of the tracks, but was less optimistic of the prominent use of Auto-Tune[image: External link].[53] At the Juno Awards of 2010[image: External link], My World was nominated for the Album of the Year and the Pop Album of the Year,[54] but lost to Crazy Love[image: External link] by Michael Bublé[image: External link] in both categories.[55]
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 Commercial performance




In the United States, My World debuted at number six on the Billboard 200 with first-week sales of 137,000 copies. In doing so, it became the strongest-debuting release for a new artist in 2009.[56] However, it was topped the following week by I Dreamed a Dream[image: External link] by Susan Boyle[image: External link], which moved 701,000 units.[57] In its sixth week of availability, the record moved 157,000 copies, displaying stronger sales than its debut week.[58] It was certified gold by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) on 14 December 2009, for sales exceeding 500,000 copies. It attained platinum recognition on 8 January 2010, after moving over one million units.[59] After his debut studio album My World 2.0 debuted at number one in March 2010, its predecessor reached a new peak at number five, making Bieber the first artist since Nelly[image: External link] in 2004 to have two titles in the top five of the Billboard 200.[60]

Internationally, My World enjoyed similar success. The extended play debuted at number one on the Canadian Albums Chart,[61] where it was later certified double-platinum for sales of 160,000 copies.[62] In Austria, the record peaked at number two,[63] and eventually earned a platinum certification for sales of 6,000 copies.[64] The project reached number seven in Germany,[63] and was later recognized as a platinum-selling release after moving 200,000 units.[65] In the United Kingdom, it peaked at number three,[24] and attained double-platinum recognition for sales of 600,000 copies.[66] In Japan, My World was certified gold after selling 100,000 units.[67]
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Main articles: My Worlds Acoustic and My Worlds: The Collection


The remix album[image: External link] My Worlds Acoustic was released on 22 November 2010.[68] It was originally distributed as a Walmart[image: External link]-exclusive release, but was made available through the iTunes Store on 8 February 2011. The track list consisted of four re-recorded tracks each from My World and My World 2.0, in addition to the then-recently recorded songs "Pray" and "Never Say Never".[69] Music critics appreciated Bieber's increasingly maturing vocals,[70] but felt that the set lacked fully acoustic material, making its title misleading.[71] Having only been released in North America, the record debuted at numbers four and seven in Canada and the United States, respectively.[21]

International territories were provided with the compilation album[image: External link] My Worlds: The Collection on 19 November 2010. The first disc featured an expanded version of My World Acoustic, while the second disc consolidated My World and My World 2.0 into one track listing.[72] Music critics reinforced previous compliments of the individual albums,[73] but questioned if his modestly sized catalog warranted the need for a reissue.[74] The compilation charted modestly in Europe, peaking in the lower positions of album charts in Finland, Greece, and Sweden and in the top twenty in Denmark and the Netherlands.[75]
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Credits adapted from liner notes of My World.[76]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"One Time"
	


	C. "Tricky" Stewart[image: External link]

	James Bunton[image: External link]

	Corron Cole[image: External link]

	Thabiso Nkhereanye






	


	JB[image: External link]

	Carron[image: External link]

	Stewart

	
Kuk Harrell[image: External link] (vocals)






	3:35



	2.
	"Favorite Girl"
	


	Dernst "D'Mile" Emile II[image: External link]

	Delisha Thomas

	Antea Birchett

	Anesha Birchett






	Emile II
	4:16



	3.
	"Down to Earth"
	


	Justin Bieber

	Waynne Nugent[image: External link]

	Kevin Risto[image: External link]

	Mason Levy

	Carlos Battey[image: External link]

	Steven Battey[image: External link]






	


	Dirty Swift[image: External link]

	Bruce Waynne[image: External link]






	4:05



	4.
	"Bigger"
	


	Bieber

	Nugent

	Risto

	Dapo Torimiro[image: External link]

	Lonny Breaux[image: External link]






	


	Dirty Swift

	Bruce Waynne

	Torimiro






	3:17



	5.
	"One Less Lonely Girl"
	


	Ezekiel "Zeke" Lewis[image: External link]

	Balewa Muhammad[image: External link]

	Sean P. Hamilton

	Hyuk Shin[image: External link]

	Usher Raymond IV[image: External link]






	


	Lewis

	Muhammad

	Hamilton

	Shin






	3:49



	6.
	"First Dance" (featuring Usher[image: External link])
	


	Bieber

	Raymond IV

	Alexander Parhm, Jr.

	Ryon Lovett

	Jesse Wilson

	Dwight Reynolds






	Pretty Boi Fresh
	3:42



	7.
	"Love Me"
	


	Peter Svensson[image: External link]

	Nina Persson[image: External link]






	


	DJ Frank E[image: External link]

	
Kanye West (sample)

	Bill Malina (vocal)






	3:12



	Total length:
	25:58






	Canadian iTunes Store bonus tracks[77]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	8.
	"One Less Lonely Girl" (French Vocal)
	


	Lewis

	Muhammad

	Hamilton

	Shin

	Raymond IV

	Andrée Watters[image: External link]






	


	Lewis

	Muhammad

	Hamilton

	Shin






	3:48



	9.
	"Common Denominator"
	


	Lashaunda "Babygirl" Carr

	Bieber






	Carr
	4:02



	10.
	"One Less Lonely Girl" (music video)
	


	Lewis

	Muhammad

	Hamilton

	Shin

	Raymond IV






	 
	3:48



	11.
	"One Time" (music video)
	


	Stewart

	Bunton

	Cole

	Nkhereanye






	 
	4:02
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Credits adapted from liner notes of My World.[76]




	

	
Justin Bieber – lead and background vocals

	Taylor Graves –background vocals

	Bonnie McKee – background vocals

	Dwight "Skrapp" Reynolds – keyboard

	Tim Stewart – guitar




	Production




	Antea Birchett – producer

	Anesha Birchett – producer

	
Scooter Braun – executive producer

	Lashaunda "Babygirl" Carr – producer

	
DJ Frank E[image: External link] – producer

	Blake Eiseman – recording

	
Dernst Emile II[image: External link] – producer

	Jaycen Joshua-Fowler – mixing

	Alexander "Prettyboifresh" Parhm Jr – producer

	Christy Hall – production assistant

	Sean P. Hamilton – producer

	
Kuk Harrell[image: External link] – producer

	Christopher Hicks – album producer

	Chris Kraus – recorder

	
Ezekiel Lewis[image: External link] – producer

	Giancarlo Lino – mixing assistant

	Ryon Lovett – producer

	Bill Malina – vocal production

	
Balewa Muhammad[image: External link] – producer

	
Terius Nash[image: External link] – producer

	
Waynne Nugent[image: External link] – producer

	Dave Pensado – mixing

	
Usher Raymond IV[image: External link] – Vocals, executive producer

	
Antonio "LA" Reid– executive producer

	
Kevin Risto[image: External link] – producer

	Gabriella Schwartz – marketing

	
Hyuk Shin[image: External link] – producer

	Jeremy Stevenson – recording

	
Christopher "Tricky" Stewart[image: External link] – producer

	Brian Thomas – recording

	
Dapo Torimiro[image: External link] – producer

	
Bruce Waynne[image: External link] – producer

	Jesse Wilson – producer

	Andrew Wuepper – mixing assistant




	

	Design




	Zack Atkinson – art direction and design

	Chris Baldwin – poster photography

	Pamela Littky – Photography

	Daria Hines – styling

	Doug Joswick – package production




	Business




	Ian Allen – business affairs

	A.J. Benson – A&R

	Leesa D. Brunson – A&R

	Rosalind Harrel – A&R consultant

	Steve Owens – A&R consultant

	Vanessa Price – grooming

	Yolanda Ray – A&R

	Aaron Rosenburg – legal counsel

	Todd Russell – art direction & design

	Tashia Stafford – A&R

	Antionete Trotman – business affairs

	Nicole Wyskoarko – business affairs
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 Charts
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2009–10)
	Peak

position



	Australian Albums Chart[78]

	79



	Austrian Albums (Ö3 Austria[image: External link])[79]

	2



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Flanders)[80]

	16



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Wallonia)[81]

	23



	
Canadian Albums (Billboard)[21]

	1



	Danish Albums ( Hitlisten[image: External link])[82]

	7



	Dutch Albums ( MegaCharts[image: External link])[83]

	52



	German Albums (Media Control[image: External link])[63]

	7



	Greek Albums ( IFPI[image: External link])[63]

	10



	Irish Albums ( IRMA[image: External link])[84]

	11



	Mexican Albums (Top 100 Mexico[image: External link])[85]

	22



	Portuguese Albums ( AFP[image: External link])[86]

	2



	Spanish Albums ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[87]

	71



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[88]

	39



	UK Albums ( OCC[image: External link])[89]

	3



	US Billboard 200[21]

	5
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2010)
	Position



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[90]

	12



	US Billboard 200[91]

	8
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Austria (IFPI Austria)[64]

	Platinum
	6,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[62]

	2× Platinum
	160,000^




	Germany ( BVMI[image: External link])[65]

	Platinum
	200,000^




	Japan ( RIAJ[image: External link])[92]

	Gold
	100,000^




	Norway (IFPI Norway)[93]

	Platinum
	30,000*




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[66]

	2× Platinum
	600,000^




	United States (RIAA)[59]

	Platinum
	1,000,000^




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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 Release history






	Country
	Date
	Label



	
United States[image: External link][94]

	17 November 2009
	Island Records



	
Canada[95]

	Universal Music



	
Australia[image: External link][96]

	20 November 2009



	
United Kingdom[image: External link][97]

	18 January 2010
	Mercury Records[image: External link]



	
France[image: External link][98]

	22 March 2010
	Mercury Records, Universal Music



	Worldwide (vinyl)
	12 February 2016
	Island Records
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Billboard Hot 100






"Hot 100" redirects here. For other uses, see Hot 100 (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Billboard Hot 100 is the music industry[image: External link] standard record chart[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] for singles[image: External link], published weekly by Billboard magazine. Chart rankings are based on sales (physical and digital[image: External link]), radio play[image: External link] and online streaming[image: External link].

The weekly sales period was originally Monday to Sunday, when Nielsen[image: External link] started tracking sales in 1991, but was changed to Friday to Thursday in July 2015. Radio airplay, which, unlike sales figures and streaming data, is readily available on a real-time basis, and is tracked on a Monday to Sunday cycle (previously Wednesday to Tuesday).[1] A new chart is compiled and officially released to the public by Billboard on Tuesdays. Example:


	Friday, January 1 – sales tracking-week begins, streaming tracking-week begins

	Monday, January 4 – airplay tracking-week begins

	Thursday, January 7 – sales tracking-week ends, streaming tracking-week ends

	Sunday, January 10 – airplay tracking-week ends

	Tuesday, January 12 – new chart released, with issue post-dated Saturday, January 23



The first number one song of the Hot 100 was "Poor Little Fool[image: External link]" by Ricky Nelson[image: External link], on August 4, 1958. As of the issue for the week ending on June 24, 2017, the Hot 100 has had 1,065 different number one hits. The current number one song is "Despacito" by Luis Fonsi[image: External link] and Daddy Yankee featuring Justin Bieber.[2]



TOP
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 History




Prior to 1955, Billboard did not have a unified, all-encompassing popularity chart, instead measuring songs by individual metrics. At the start of the rock era in 1955, three such charts existed:[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Best Sellers in Stores was the first Billboard chart, established in 1936. This chart ranked the biggest selling singles in retail stores, as reported by merchants surveyed throughout the country (20 to 50 positions).

	
Most Played by Jockeys was Billboard's original airplay chart. It ranked the most played songs on United States radio stations, as reported by radio disc jockeys and radio stations (20 to 25 positions).

	
Most Played in Jukeboxes ranked the most played songs in jukeboxes[image: External link] across the United States (20 positions). This was one of the main outlets of measuring song popularity with the younger generation of music listeners, as many radio stations resisted adding rock and roll[image: External link] music to their playlists for many years.



Although officially all three charts had equal "weight" in terms of their importance, many chart historians refer to the Best Sellers in Stores chart when referencing a song's performance prior to the creation of the Hot 100; until the start of the rock era in 1955, radio was still in its Golden Age[image: External link], characterized more by spoken-word programs than music radio[image: External link], and physical record sales were still the dominant indicator of a recording's popularity.[ why?[image: External link]] On the week ending November 12, 1955, Billboard published The Top 100 for the first time. The Top 100 combined all aspects of a single's performance (sales, airplay and jukebox activity), based on a point system that typically gave sales (purchases) more weight than radio airplay. The Best Sellers In Stores, Most Played by Jockeys and Most Played in Jukeboxes charts continued to be published concurrently with the new Top 100 chart.

On June 17, 1957, Billboard discontinued the Most Played in Jukeboxes chart, as the popularity of jukeboxes waned and radio stations incorporated more and more rock-oriented music into their playlists. The week ending July 28, 1958 was the final publication of the Most Played By Jockeys and Top 100 charts, both of which had Perez Prado[image: External link]'s instrumental version of " Patricia[image: External link]" ascending to the top.

On August 4, 1958, Billboard premiered one main all-genre singles chart: the Hot 100. The Hot 100 quickly became the industry standard and Billboard discontinued the Best Sellers In Stores chart on October 13, 1958.

The Billboard Hot 100 is still the standard by which a song's popularity is measured in the United States. The Hot 100 is ranked by radio airplay audience impressions as measured by Nielsen BDS, sales data compiled by Nielsen Soundscan[image: External link] (both at retail and digitally) and streaming activity provided by online music sources.[citation needed[image: External link]]

There are several component charts that contribute to the overall calculation of the Hot 100. The most significant ones are:


	
Hot 100 Airplay[image: External link]: (per Billboard) approximately 1,000 stations, "composed of adult contemporary[image: External link], R&B, hip hop[image: External link], country[image: External link], rock[image: External link], gospel[image: External link], Latin[image: External link] and Christian[image: External link] formats, digitally monitored twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. Charts are ranked by number of gross audience impressions, computed by cross-referencing exact times of radio airplay with Arbitron[image: External link] listener data."

	
Hot Singles Sales: (per Billboard) "the top selling singles compiled from a national sample of retail store, mass merchant and internet sales reports collected, compiled, and provided by Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link]." The chart is released weekly and measures sales of physical commercial singles. With the decline in sales of physical singles in the US, many songs that become number one on this chart often do not even chart on the Hot 100.

	
Hot Digital Songs[image: External link]: Digital sales are tracked by Nielsen SoundScan and are included as part of a title's sales points.

	
Streaming Songs[image: External link]: a collaboration between Billboard, Nielsen SoundScan and National Association of Recording Merchandisers[image: External link] which measures the top streamed radio songs, on-demand songs and videos on leading online music services.
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 Compilation




The tracking week for sales and streaming begins on Friday and ends on Thursday, while the radio play tracking-week runs from Monday to Sunday. A new chart is compiled and officially released to the public by Billboard on Tuesday. Each chart is post-dated with the "week-ending" issue date 11 days after the charts are refreshed online. For example:


	Friday, January 1 – sales tracking-week begins, streaming tracking-week begins

	Monday, January 4 – airplay tracking-week begins

	Thursday, January 7 – sales tracking-week ends, streaming tracking-week ends

	Sunday, January 10 – airplay tracking-week ends

	Tuesday, January 12 – new chart released, with issue post-dated Saturday, January 23[1]
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 Hot 100 policy changes




The methods and policies by which this data is obtained and compiled have changed many times throughout the chart's history.

As the advent of a singles music chart spawned chart historians and chart-watchers and greatly affected pop culture[image: External link] and produced countless bits of trivia, the main purpose of the Hot 100 is to aid those within the music industry: to reflect the popularity of the "product" (the singles, the albums, etc.) and to track the trends of the buying public. Billboard has (many times) changed its methodology and policies to give the most precise and accurate reflection of what is popular. A very basic example of this would be the ratio given to sales and airplay. During the Hot 100's early history, singles were the leading way by which people bought music. At times, when singles sales were robust, more weight was given to a song's retail points than to its radio airplay.

As the decades passed, the recording industry concentrated more on album sales than singles sales. Musicians eventually expressed their creative output in the form of full-length albums rather than singles, and by the 1990s many record companies stopped releasing singles altogether (see Album Cuts, below). Eventually, a song's airplay points were weighted more so than its sales. Billboard has adjusted the sales/airplay ratio many times to more accurately reflect the true popularity of songs.
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 Double-sided singles




Billboard has also changed its Hot 100 policy regarding "two-sided singles" several times. The pre-Hot 100 chart "Best Sellers in Stores" listed popular A- and-B-sides together, with the side that was played most often (based on its other charts) listed first. One of the most notable of these, but far from the only one, was Elvis Presley's "Don't Be Cruel" / "Hound Dog". During the Presley single's chart run, top billing was switched back and forth between the two sides several times. But on the concurrent "Most Played in Juke Boxes", "Most Played by Jockeys" and the "Top 100", the two songs were listed separately, as was true of all songs. With the initiation of the Hot 100 in 1958, A- and-B-sides charted separately, as they had on the former Top 100.

Starting with the Hot 100 chart for the week ending November 29, 1969, this rule was altered; if both sides received significant airplay, they were listed together. This started to become a moot point by 1972, as most major record labels solidified a trend they had started in the 1960s by putting the same song on both sides of the singles it serviced to radio.

More complex issues began to arise as the typical A-and-B-side format of singles gave way to 12 inch singles[image: External link] and maxi-singles, many of which contained more than one B-side. Further problems arose when, in several cases, a B-side would eventually overtake the A-side in popularity, thus prompting record labels to release a new single, featuring the former B-side as the A-side, along with a "new" B-side.

The inclusion of album cuts on the Hot 100 put the double-sided hit issues to rest permanently.
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 Album cuts




As many Hot 100 chart policies have been modified over the years, one rule always remained constant: songs were not eligible to enter the Hot 100 unless they were available to purchase as a single. However, on December 5, 1998, the Hot 100 changed from being a "singles" chart to a "songs" chart. During the 1990s, a growing trend in the music industry was to promote songs to radio without ever releasing them as singles. It was claimed by major record labels that singles were cannibalizing album sales, so they were slowly phased out. During this period, accusations began to fly of chart manipulation as labels would hold off on releasing a single until airplay was at its absolute peak, thus prompting a top ten or, in some cases, a number one debut. In many cases, a label would delete a single from its catalog after only one week, thus allowing the song to enter the Hot 100, make a high debut and then slowly decline in position as the one-time production of the retail single sold out.

It was during this period that several popular mainstream hits never charted on the Hot 100, or charted well after their airplay had declined. During the period that they were not released as singles, the songs were not eligible to chart. Many of these songs dominated the Hot 100 Airplay chart for extended periods of time:


	1995 The Rembrandts[image: External link]: "I'll Be There for You[image: External link]" (number one for eight weeks)

	1996 No Doubt[image: External link]: "Don't Speak[image: External link]" (number one for 16 weeks)

	1997 Sugar Ray[image: External link] featuring Super Cat[image: External link]: " Fly[image: External link]" (number one for six weeks)

	1997 Will Smith[image: External link]: "Men in Black[image: External link]" (number one for four weeks)

	1997 The Cardigans[image: External link]: " Lovefool[image: External link]" (number two for eight weeks)

	1998 Natalie Imbruglia[image: External link]: " Torn[image: External link]" (number one for 11 weeks)

	1998 Goo Goo Dolls[image: External link]: " Iris[image: External link]" (number one for 18 weeks)



As debate and conflicts occurred more and more often, Billboard finally answered the requests of music industry artists and insiders by including airplay-only singles (or "album cuts") in the Hot 100.
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 EPs




Extended play (EP) releases were listed by Billboard on the Hot 100 and in pre-Hot 100 charts (Top 100) until the mid-to-late 1960s. With the growing popularity of albums, it was decided to move EPs (which typically contain four to six tracks) from the Hot 100 to the Billboard 200, where they are included to this day.
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 Digital downloads and online streaming




Since February 12, 2005, the Billboard Hot 100 tracks paid digital downloads from such internet services as iTunes, Musicmatch[image: External link], and Rhapsody[image: External link]. Billboard initially started tracking downloads in 2003 with the Hot Digital Tracks[image: External link] chart. However, these downloads did not count towards the Hot 100 and that chart (as opposed to Hot Digital Songs[image: External link]) counted each version of a song separately (the chart still exists today along with Hot Digital Songs). This was the first major overhaul of the Hot 100's chart formula since December 1998.

The change in methodology has shaken up the chart considerably, with some songs debuting on the chart strictly with robust online sales and others making drastic leaps. In recent years, several songs have been able to achieve 80-to-90 position jumps in a single week as their digital components were made available at online music stores. Since 2006, the all-time record for the biggest single-week upward movement was broken nine times.

In the issue dated August 11, 2007, Billboard began incorporating weekly data from streaming media[image: External link] and on-demand services into the Hot 100. The first two major companies to provide their statistics to Nielsen BDS on a weekly basis were AOL[image: External link] Music and Yahoo! Music[image: External link].[3] On March 24, 2012, Billboard premiered its On-Demand Songs[image: External link] chart, and its data was incorporated into the equation that compiles the Hot 100.[4] This was expanded to a broader Streaming Songs[image: External link] chart in January 2013, which ranks web radio streams from services such as Spotify, as well as on-demand audio titles.[5] In February 2013, U.S. views for a song on YouTube were added to the Hot 100 formula. "Harlem Shake[image: External link]" was the first song to reach number one after the changes were made.[6] The Hot 100 formula starting 2013 generally incorporates sales (35–45%), airplay (30–40%) and streaming (20–30%), and the precise percentage can change from week to week.[7]
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 Remixes




Billboard has also answered the call of music industry insiders[ who?[image: External link]] who raised an issue regarding song remixes[image: External link]. A growing trend in the early first decade of the 21st century was to issue a song as a "remix" that was so drastically different in structure and lyrical content from its original version that it was essentially a whole new song. Under normal circumstances, airplay points from a song's album version, "radio" mix and/or dance music[image: External link] remix, etc. were all combined and factored into the song's performance on the Hot 100, as the structure, lyrics and melody remained intact. Criticisms began when songs were being completely re-recorded to the point that they no longer resembled the original recording. The first such example of this scenario is Jennifer Lopez[image: External link]' "I'm Real[image: External link]". Originally entering the Hot 100 in its album version, a "remix" was issued in the midst of its chart run that featured rapper Ja Rule[image: External link]. This new version proved to be far more popular than the album version and the track was propelled to number one.

To address this issue, Billboard now separates airplay points from a song's original version and its remix, if the remix is determined to be a "new song". Since administering this new chart rule, several songs have charted twice, normally credited as "Part 1" and "Part 2". The remix rule is still in place.
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 Recurrents




Billboard, in an effort to allow the chart to remain as current as possible and to give proper representation to new and developing artists and tracks, has (since 1991) removed titles that have reached certain criteria regarding its current rank and number of weeks on the chart. Recurrent criteria have been modified several times and currently (as of 2015), a song is permanently moved to "recurrent status" if it has spent 20 weeks on the Hot 100 and fallen below position number 50. Additionally, descending songs are removed from the chart if ranking below number 25 after 52 weeks.[8] Exceptions are made to re-releases and sudden resurgence in popularity of tracks that have taken a very long time to gain mainstream success. These rare cases are handled on a case-by-case basis and ultimately determined by Billboard's chart managers and staff.
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 Adjustment of tracking week




Billboard altered its tracking-week for sales, streaming and radio airplay in order to conform to a new Global Release Date, which now falls on Fridays in all major-market territories (United States product was formerly released on Tuesdays prior to June 2015). This modified tracking schedule took effect in the issue dated July 25, 2015.[1]
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 Year-end charts




Billboard's "chart year" runs from the first week of December to the final week in November. This altered calendar allows for Billboard to calculate year-end charts[image: External link] and release them in time for its final print issue in the last week of December.

Prior to Nielsen SoundScan, year-end singles charts were calculated by an inverse-point system based solely on a song's performance on the Hot 100 (for example, a song would be given one point for a week spent at position 100, two points for a week spent at position 99 and so forth, up to 100 points for each week spent at number one). Other factors including the total weeks a song spent on the chart and at its peak position were calculated into its year-end total.

After Billboard began obtaining sales and airplay information from Nielsen SoundScan, the year-end charts are now calculated by a very straightforward cumulative total of yearlong sales and airplay points. This gives a more accurate picture of any given year's most popular tracks, as a song that hypothetically spent nine weeks at number one in March could possibly have earned fewer cumulative points than a song that spent six weeks at number three in January. Songs at the peak of their popularity at the time of the November/December chart-year cutoff many times end up ranked on the following year's chart as well, as their cumulative points are split between the two chart-years, but often are ranked lower than they would have been had the peak occurred in a single year.
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 Limitations




The limitations of the Hot 100 have become more pronounced over time. Since the Hot 100 was based on singles sales, as singles have themselves become a less common form of song release, the Hot 100's data represented a narrowing segment of sales until the December 1998 change in the ranking formula.

Few music historians believe that the Hot 100 has been a perfectly accurate gauge of the most popular songs for each week or year. For example, during the 1950s and 1960s, payola[image: External link] and other problems skewed the numbers in largely undetectable ways.[9]

Further, the history of popular music shows nearly as many remarkable failures to chart as it does impressive charting histories. Certain artists (such as Pink Floyd[image: External link] and Led Zeppelin[image: External link]) had tremendous album sales while being oblivious to the weekly singles charts. Business changes in the industry also affect artists' statistical "records." Single releases were more frequent and steady, and were expected to have much shorter shelf lives in earlier decades, making direct historical comparisons somewhat specious. Of the 16 singles to top the Billboard chart for more than ten weeks since 1955, only two were released before 1992. During the first 40 years of the rock era, no song had ever debuted at number one; since a 1995 change in methodology, 19 songs have.

Strategizing also plays a role. Numerous record labels[image: External link] have taken deliberate steps to maximize their chart positions by such tactics as timing a single's debut to face the weakest possible competition, or massively discounting the price of singles to the point where each individual sale represented a financial loss. Meanwhile, other labels would deliberately withhold even their most marketable songs in order to boost album sales. Particularly in the 1990s, many of the most heavily played MTV and radio hits were unavailable for separate purchase. Because of such countervailing strategies, it cannot be said that a Hot 100 chart necessarily lists the country's 100 most popular or successful songs. Strategies like these were the main reason behind the December 1998 change in the charts.

Some critics[ who?[image: External link]] have argued that an overemphasis on a limited number of singles has distorted record industry development efforts, and there are nearly as many critics of the Hot 100 as there are supporters. Some of these criticisms, however, are becoming less and less germane as digital downloads have revitalized the concept of “singles sales.”

The Billboard charts have endured as the only widely circulated published report on songs that have been popular across the United States over the last half-century. Competing publications such as Cash Box[image: External link], Record World[image: External link], Radio & Records[image: External link] and most recently Mediabase[image: External link] have offered alternate charts, which sometimes differed widely.
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 Use in media




The Hot 100 served for many years as the data source for the weekly radio countdown show American Top 40[image: External link]. This relationship ended on November 30, 1991, as American Top 40 started using the airplay-only side of the Hot 100[image: External link] (then called Top 40 Radio Monitor). The ongoing splintering of Top 40 radio[image: External link] in the early 1990s led stations to lean into specific formats, meaning that practically no station would play the wide array of genres that typically composed each weekly Hot 100 chart.
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 Similar charts




A new chart, the Pop 100[image: External link], was created by Billboard in February 2005 to answer criticism that the Hot 100 was biased in favor of rhythmic[image: External link] songs, as throughout most of its existence, the Hot 100 was seen predominantly as a pop chart. It was discontinued in June 2009 due to the charts becoming increasingly similar.

The Canadian Hot 100 was launched June 16, 2007. Like the Hot 100 chart, it uses sales and airplay tracking compiled by Nielsen SoundScan and BDS[image: External link].[10]

The Japan Hot 100[image: External link] was launched in the issue dated May 31, 2008, using the same methodologies as the Hot 100 charts for the U.S. and Canada, utilizing sales and airplay data from SoundScan Japan and radio tracking service Plantech.[11]

Further information: List of Billboard Hot 100 chart achievements and milestones[image: External link]
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My World 2.0






"My Worlds" redirects here. It is not to be confused with My Worlds: The Collection or My Worlds Acoustic.

My World 2.0 is the debut studio album by Canadian singer-songwriter[image: External link] Justin Bieber. It was released on March 19, 2010, by Island Records. It is considered the second half of a two-piece project, being supplemented by his debut extended play My World (2009). After signing a recording contract in light of his growing popularity on YouTube, Bieber worked with collaborators including his mentor Usher[image: External link], in addition to producers Tricky Stewart[image: External link], The-Dream[image: External link], and Midi Mafia[image: External link]. The record follows in the vein of My World, incorporating pop and R&B styles, and also experiments with hip hop[image: External link] elements. Lyrically, it discusses teen romance and coming of age[image: External link] situations.

Upon its release, My World 2.0 received generally favorable reviews from music critics[image: External link], who complimented its production. It debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200 with first-week sales of 283,000 copies. In doing so, Bieber became the youngest solo male artist to top the chart since Stevie Wonder in 1963. With My World peaking at number five that week, he became the first artist to occupy two top-five positions since Nelly[image: External link] in 2004.[1] When the album sold more copies in its second week, it became the first album since The Beatles' 1[image: External link] to debut at number one, and sell more the following week.[2] Bieber also had his second consecutive number one album in Canada, and in its second week the album peaked at number one in Ireland, Australia, and New Zealand. It also charted in the top ten of fifteen other countries. Bieber supported the album with his very first headlining tour, the My World Tour.

The album was preceded by the lead single[image: External link], "Baby", featuring Ludacris, which was released on January 18, 2010, and two digital singles, "Never Let You Go" on March 2, 2010, and "U Smile" on March 16, 2010. "Somebody to Love" impacted radio as the album's second single on April 20, 2010, and "U Smile" impacted radio as the album's third single on August 24, 2010. The album received a Grammy Award nomination for Best Pop Vocal Album[image: External link] at the 2011 ceremony[image: External link].



TOP
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 Background and composition




In 2009, in an interview with Billboard at the Z100[image: External link] Jingle Ball[image: External link], Bieber explained the reasoning behind splitting his debut release into two parts, My World and My World 2.0. Bieber said that people do not want to wait "over a year and half" for new music, and it was decided best to give it in parts.[3] In an interview with the Houston Chronicle[image: External link], Bieber stated, "I wanted to do something that was a little bit more R&B and that could reach out to everyone. I just wanted to be able to show my vocal abilities."[4] In a piece with The New York Times Bieber stated that most of the production took place in Atlanta[image: External link], and confirmed collaborating again with Tricky Stewart[image: External link] and The-Dream[image: External link].[5] Bieber said, that he was hoping that the album would be much better, considering that My World was his first time in a studio, calling himself "a rookie last album because it was during my first year."[5]

The album has been described as "edgier and more mature" than its predecessor, and also has a more prominent R&B feel to it.[4] Bieber stated, "I wanted to do something that was a little bit more R&B and that could reach out to everyone. I just wanted to be able to show my vocal abilities."[4] Sara Anderson of AOL Music[image: External link] commented that "his sophomore release also showcases pop-y and hip-hop[image: External link] fused tracks".[6] The record has also been said to mine "vintage teen-pop[image: External link] themes" but play as "2010-model bubblegum[image: External link]".[7] It has also been called "catchy, upbeat and dreamy", bringing to mind "smash dance hits".[8] The lyrical content consists of "necessary us-against-the-world teen-love dramatics."[9] Jody Rosen of Rolling Stone commented that, "As long as there has been rock & roll, there have been pretty-boy singers like Bieber, offering a gentle introduction to the mysteries and heartaches of adolescence: songs flushed with romance but notably free of sex itself."[7]

The album's lead single, "Baby", coined by Rolling Stone as a "consciously crafted throwback" draws from fifties music[image: External link] and doo-wop[image: External link] while incorporating a hip-hop influence.[7] The lyrical contents refer to the departure of a first love in lines such as, "And I wanna play it cool/But I'm losin' you…/I'm in pieces/Baby fix me…."[10] Monica Herrera of Billboard said that "Somebody to Love" and "Eenie Meenie" were "hardwired for Top 40[image: External link]".[11] "Somebody to Love" contains influences of European music[image: External link], notably dance[image: External link] and disco[image: External link], and is a "straightforward plea for a soul mate".[7][12] "Eenie Meenie" has been described as "sultry reggaton", and references childhood rhymes.[13] Two of the album's tracks, "Runaway Love" and "U Smile" echo Motown[image: External link], and critics claimed the tracks go beyond Bieber's demographic.[13] The first has been compared to the work of Michael Jackson and the Jackson 5[image: External link], influenced by funk and disco.[7][13] The song has been described as "lush" and "sauntering", giving off a summer vibe.[7] Jon Caramanica of The New York Times said "Runaway Love" was a "winning amalgam" of New Edition[image: External link] and Depeche Mode[image: External link]'s "Policy of Truth[image: External link]."[14] However, the song's "breezy groove" has been said to reminisce Janet Jackson[image: External link]'s " Runaway[image: External link]" and Justin Timberlake's "Rock Your Body[image: External link]." The latter, "U Smile", compared to Hall & Oates[image: External link], has a "bluesy" feel, and makes use of metaphors such as, "You are my ends and my means/With you there's no in between."[14][15]

Andy Kellman of Allmusic[image: External link] commented that the album's ballads could be considered adult contemporary "if the singer happened to be of age".[9] The album's ballads, such as "Never Let You Go" and "Stuck in the Moment" mix "love-struck lyrics with big, lovable, choruses".[7] The previous has been noted to have distinct similarities to Chris Brown[image: External link]'s " Forever[image: External link]", while the latter makes references to doomed couples such as Romeo & Juliet[image: External link], Bonnie & Clyde[image: External link] and Sonny & Cher[image: External link].[9][12][15] In "That Should Be Me", a "sobbing ballad", Bieber "plays the scorned ex", with lyrics like, "Did you forget all the plans that you made with me?".[11][12] "Up"'s lyrics have Bieber realize love makes him invulnerable as he sings about how a relationship can only get better, with exaggerated lines such as, "We'll take it to the sky/Past the moon/Through the galaxies."[7][12] A Wal-Mart[image: External link] bonus track, "Where Are You Now", an extension of sorts of My World 's "Down To Earth", focuses on Bieber's feelings after his parents' splitting up.[5]
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 Singles




"Baby" featuring Ludacris, was released as the album's lead single on January 18, 2010, and it went on to impacted the mainstream[image: External link] and rhythmic[image: External link] radio formats. The song had held Bieber's highest peaks, reaching number three and five, respectively in Canada and the United States, and it charted in the top ten of five other countries.

"Somebody to Love" was sent to mainstream and rhythmic radio as the album's second single on April 20, 2010. It has reached and released into the top twenty in most of the countries.

"U Smile", which was originally released as the second digital single, was played on the mainstream[image: External link] radio as the album's third single on August 24, 2010,[16] and in on September 6, 2010.[17] It has already peaked at numbers 17 and 21 in Canada and the United States, respectively. It also peaked at number 98 in the United Kingdom due to strong digital downloads.

"Never Let You Go" was released as the first digital-only single from the album on March 2, 2010. It debuted at numbers 14 and 21 in Canada and the United States, respectively. The song has an accompanying video, which was shot at the Atlantis resort in the Bahamas.[18] It was thought to be the album's second single, but is unknown since "Somebody to Love" was sent to radio as the second single.
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 Promotion




As he did with My World, Bieber went on a radio promotion spree in addition to other appearances. Bieber performed in Berlin[image: External link] for the The Dome 53 on March 5, 2010.[19] In the United Kingdom[image: External link] he appeared on British talk show Alan Carr: Chatty Man[image: External link],on breakfast television show GMTV[image: External link], and on Live from Studio Five[image: External link].[20] Bieber performed several songs from My World and My World 2.0 on QVC[image: External link]'s "Q Sessions" on March 9, when his album was up for pre-sale on the network.[21] He and Selena Gomez performed at a concert at the Houston Rodeo[image: External link] on March 21.[22] Bieber also appeared on ABC[image: External link]'s Nightline[image: External link] and in a CBS News segment interview with Katie Couric[image: External link].[23] on He also performed on The View on March 23, and returned on the show for the March 24, episode, during which he also performed on BET[image: External link]'s 106 & Park and the Late Show with David Letterman.[24] Bieber followed up the album with performances at the 2010 Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link] on March 27, 2010 and as the musical guest on Saturday Night Live in April. Bieber also promoted the album on The Oprah Winfrey Show[image: External link] on May 11, 2010, and performed on this season's American Idol[image: External link]. Bieber continued the album's promotion by performing on The Today Show[image: External link] on June 4, 2010 and on June 19 at the "MuchMusic Awards".
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 Critical reception




My World 2.0 received an average score of 68 of 100 at music review aggregator Metacritic.[29] Andy Kellman of Allmusic[image: External link] has the album at a rating of four out of five stars, praising the album for its "upbeat R&B-flavored pop songs" along with Bieber's ballads that "might be termed adult contemporary if the singer happened to be of age". He also complimented the dance-pop songs, calling them, "light on the ears yet memorable; and that "the unrequited material sounds deeply felt; the ballads have all the necessary us-against-the-world teen-love dramatics."[9] Leah Greenblatt of Entertainment Weekly gave the album a B rating, stating that it "won't likely affect any adults not in the direct blast radius of Bieber's target range", however she praised his "R&B swagger" which reminded her " of early-days Usher[image: External link] and Justin Timberlake", along with commending the song "U Smile" as a "shimmery slice of Hall & Oates-style blue-eyed souland", and finally stating "there's real talent, it seems, under all that hair."[15]

However, Sputnikmusic[image: External link]'s Rudy Klapper found that his producers "do him little favors" and commented on its substance, "Nearly every song requires some sort of suspension of belief thanks to the lyrics, but if one ignores just what bull*** Bieber is spewing at any given time, My World 2.0 reveals itself as a largely unobjectionable slice of harmless pop music."[27] Luke O'Neil of The Boston Globe[image: External link] criticized the music's "recycling" of different styles and wrote in conclusion, "will anyone care about this record of au courant R&B, soul, and junior high pop five minutes into the future? Give it some time."[13] Jon Caramanica of The New York Times called the album "an amiable collection of age-appropriate panting with intermittent bursts of misplaced precociousness", but added that "Bieber's fumbles are easily muffled by his production — more technology — which, while less ambitious here than on his debut EP, is still brutally effective."[14] Rolling Stone gave it three out of five stars and called it "a seriously good pop record, one that mines vintage teen-pop themes but plays like a primer on 2010-model bubblegum."[26]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Track listing




The track listing was confirmed on Bieber's official website on February 26, 2010.[30]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Baby" (featuring Ludacris)
	


	Justin Bieber

	Terius Nash[image: External link]

	Christopher Stewart[image: External link]

	Christina Milian[image: External link]

	Christopher Bridges






	


	Stewart

	The-Dream






	3:34



	2.
	"Somebody to Love"
	


	Jonathan Yip

	Jeremy Reeves

	Ray Romulus

	Heather Bright[image: External link]

	Bieber






	Stereotypes[image: External link]
	3:40



	3.
	"Stuck in the Moment"
	


	Yip

	Reeves

	Romulus

	Dan August Rigo

	Bieber

	Michael Ray Nguyen-Stevenson






	Stereotypes
	3:42



	4.
	"U Smile"
	


	Jerry Duplessis[image: External link]

	Arden Altino

	Dan August Rigo[image: External link]

	Bieber






	


	Jerry Duplessis

	Altino (co.)






	3:16



	5.
	"Runaway Love"
	


	Melvin Hough II

	Rivelino Wouter

	Timothy Thomas

	Theron Thomas

	Bieber






	Mel & Mus
	3:32



	6.
	"Never Let You Go"
	


	Johntá Austin[image: External link]

	Bryan-Michael Cox[image: External link]

	Bieber






	Cox
	4:24



	7.
	"Overboard" (featuring Jessica Jarrell)
	


	Waynne Nugent

	Kevin Risto

	Dapo Torimiro[image: External link]

	Taurian Shropshire[image: External link]

	Bieber






	


	Midi Mafia[image: External link]






	4:11



	8.
	"Eenie Meenie" (with Sean Kingston)
	


	Benny Blanco[image: External link]

	Kisean Anderson

	The Jackie Boyz[image: External link]

	Bieber

	Da Internz[image: External link]






	Blanco
	3:22



	9.
	"Up"
	


	Nasri Tony Atweh[image: External link]

	Adam Messinger[image: External link]

	Bieber






	The Messengers[image: External link]
	3:54



	10.
	"That Should Be Me"
	


	Atweh

	Messinger

	Luke Boyd[image: External link]

	Bieber






	The Messengers
	3:52



	Total length:
	37:37






	iTunes Store bonus track



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	11.
	"Kiss and Tell"
	


	The Runners

	Rigo

	The Monarch

	Karlyn Ramsey

	Bieber






	


	The Runners

	The Monarch (co.)






	3:47






	Wal-Mart[image: External link] and Australian bonus track



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	11.
	"Where Are You Now?"
	Bieber
	


	Cox

	Bieber

	"Mama Jan" Smith






	4:27






	Japanese Deluxe edition bonus tracks



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	11.
	"Kiss and Tell"
	


	The Runners[image: External link]

	Rigo

	The Monarch

	Ramsey

	Bieber






	


	The Runners

	The Monarch (co.)






	3:47



	12.
	"Where Are You Now?"
	Bieber
	


	Cox

	Bieber

	Smith

	Mickens

	Bieber






	4:27
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	Ryan Aldred – stylist

	Arden "Keyz" Altino – piano, keyboards, producer (Track 4)

	K. Anderson – composer (Track 8)

	Zack Atkinson – art direction, design

	Nasri Atweh – composer, background vocals, producer, instrumentation (Tracks 9-10)

	Johnta Austin – composer (Track 6)

	Warren Babson – recording engineer (Track 4)

	Bruno Beatz – guitar (Track 4)

	Matt Beckley – music editing (Track 8)

	A.J. Benson – A&R

	Justin Bieber – composer, vocals (All Tracks)

	Benny Blanco – composer, drums, keyboards, music programming, producer, engineer (Track 8)

	Luke Boyd – composer, background vocals (Track 10)

	Jackie Boyz (Carlos & Steven Battey) – composer, background vocals (Track 8)

	Scott "Scooter" Braun – executive producer

	C. Bridges – composer (Track 1)

	Leesa D. Brunson – A&R

	Dave Clauss – recording engineer, audio mixing assistant (Track 4)

	Bryan-Michael Cox – music producer, instrumentation (Track 6)

	Tom Coyne – mastering

	Ben Defusco – guitar (Track 4)

	Dirty Swift – music producer, music recording engineer (Track 7)

	Jerry Duplessis – composer, producer (Track 4)

	Paul J. Falcone – additional keyboards (Track 4)

	Serban Ghenea – audio mixing (Track 8)

	Shani Gonzales – A&R

	Andy Grassi – recording engineer (Track 4)

	Kuk Harrell – vocal recording engineer, vocal producer (All Tracks)

	Travis Harrington – assistant vocal recording engineer (All Tracks)

	Christopher Hicks – producer

	Daria Hines – stylist

	Sam Holland – recording engineer (Track 8)

	Melvin Hough II – composer, instrumentation (Track 5)

	Jimmy James – assistant music editing (Track 8)

	Jaycen Joshua – audio mixing (Tracks 1-2, 5)

	Doug Joswick – package production




	

	Sean Kingston – additional lead vocals (Track 8)

	Chris Kraus – music recording engineer (Track 7)

	Jeremy "J Boogs" Levin – production coordination (Track 8)

	Giancarlo Lino – audio mixing assistant (Tracks 1-2, 5)

	Pamela Littky – photography

	Phillip Lynah Jr. – music recording engineer (Track 5)

	Erik Madrid – audio mixing assistant (Tracks 3, 6-7, 9-10)

	Glen Marchese – audio mixing (Track 4)

	Manny Marroquin – audio mixing (Tracks 3, 6-7, 9-10)

	Adam Messinger – producer, instrumentation (Tracks 9-10)

	Joshua Monroy – Ludacris' vocal recording engineer (Track 1)

	Monte Neuble – additional keyboards (Track 1)

	Terius "The-Dream" Nash – composer, music producer (Track 1)

	Luis Navarro – assistant recording engineer (Track 1)

	Waynne Nugent – composer (Track 7)

	Chris "Tek" O'Ryan – production engineer (Track 3)

	Greg Ogan – Sean Kingston's vocal producer, Sean Kingston's vocal recording engineer (Track 8)

	Christian Plata – audio mixing assistant (Tracks 3, 6-7, 9-10)

	Kevin Porter – instrumental recording assistant (Track 1)

	Vanessa Price – grooming

	Jeremy Reeves – composer (Tracks 2-3)

	L.A. Reid – executive producer

	K. Risto – composer (Track 7)

	Todd Russell – art direction, design

	Kelly Sheehan – recording engineer (Track 1)

	Taurian Shropshire – composer (Track 7)

	The Stereotypes – music producer, music recording engineer (Tracks 2-3)

	Steve Siravo – Sean Kingston's vocal recording engineer, Sean Kingston's vocal producer (Track 8)

	C. "Tricky" Stewart – composer, music producer (Track 1)

	Brian "B-Luv" Thomas – recording engineer (Track 1)

	Sam Thomas – music recording engineer (Track 6)

	Pat Thrall – additional recording engineer (Tracks 1-2, 4, 7, 9-10)

	Dapo Torimiro – composer, music producer (Track 7)

	Sergio "Sergical" Tsai – recording engineer (Track 4)

	Usher – background vocals (Track 2), executive producer

	Bruce Waynne – music producer (Track 7)

	Janelle White – A&R

	R. Wouter – composer (Track 5)

	Andrew Wuepper – recording engineer (Track 1)

	Kristen Yiengst – art coordinator, photo coordination

	Jonathan Yip – composer (Tracks 2-3)

	Frederic Yonnet – harmonica (Track 4)
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2010)
	Peak

position



	
Australian Albums Chart[31][A]

	1



	
Austrian Albums Chart[image: External link][32][B]

	2



	
Belgian Albums Chart[image: External link] (Flanders)[33]

	3



	
Belgian Albums Chart[image: External link] (Wallonia)[33]

	16



	
Brazilian Albums Chart[image: External link][34][A]

	1



	
Canadian Albums Chart[35]

	1



	
Czech Albums Chart[36]

	30



	
Danish Albums Chart[image: External link][37][B]

	7



	
Dutch Albums Chart[image: External link][37]

	4



	
European Top 100 Albums[image: External link][38]

	3



	
Finnish Albums Chart[image: External link][39][A]

	13



	
French Albums Chart[image: External link][39][A]

	4



	
German Albums Chart[image: External link][40]

	7



	
Greek Albums Chart[image: External link][39]

	4



	
Irish Albums Chart[41][B]

	1



	
Italian Albums Chart[image: External link][42][A]

	13



	
Mexican Albums Chart[image: External link][43]

	2



	
New Zealand Albums Chart[image: External link][32][B]

	1



	
Norwegian Albums Chart[image: External link][39][A]

	3



	
Polish Albums Chart[image: External link][37]

	9



	Portuguese Albums Chart[39][A]

	2



	
Spanish Albums Chart[image: External link][44]

	1



	
Swedish Albums Chart[image: External link][39][A]

	21



	
Swiss Albums Chart[image: External link][39][A]

	9



	UK Albums ( OCC[image: External link])[45]

[B]

	3



	U.S. Billboard 200[46]

	1
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2010)
	Position



	Australian Albums Chart[47][A]

	12



	Canadian Albums Chart[48]

	7



	US Billboard 200[49]

	5



	Chart (2011)
	Position



	Australian Albums Chart[50][A]

	22



	US Billboard 200[51]

	18





	
A^ Territories where My Worlds was released.

	
B^ Territories where My Worlds was released, and charted in conjunction with My World; sales are also combined.











[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[52]

	3× Platinum
	210,000^




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[53]

	Platinum
	30,000*




	Brazil (Pro-Música Brasil[image: External link])[54]

	Diamond
	160,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[55]

	3× Platinum
	240,000^




	
GCC[image: External link] (IFPI Middle East)[56]

	Gold
	3,000*




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[57]

	Platinum
	60,000*




	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[43]

	3× Platinum
	180,000^




	New Zealand (RMNZ)[58]

	2× Platinum
	30,000^




	Switzerland (IFPI Switzerland)[59]

	Platinum
	30,000^




	United States (RIAA)[60]

	3× Platinum
	3,300,000[61]




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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 Release history






	Country
	Date
	Label
	Format
	Edition



	Poland[image: External link]
	March 19, 2010[62][63]
	Universal Music
	CD, digital download
	Standard, My Worlds



	Germany[image: External link]



	France[image: External link]
	March 22, 2010[64]
	My Worlds



	Worldwide[image: External link]
	March 23, 2010



	Canada
	Standard



	United States[image: External link]
	Island Records
	CD, digital download



	Australia[image: External link]
	March 26, 2010[65]
	Universal Music
	CD



	United Kingdom[image: External link]
	March 21, 2010[66]
	Mercury Records[image: External link]
	Digital download
	My Worlds



	March 22, 2010[67]
	CD



	Brazil
	March 23, 2010[68]
	Universal Music
	CD, digital download



	Australia
	April 2, 2010[69]
	Standard
	Digital download



	April 23, 2010[70]
	CD, digital download
	My Worlds (Australian edition)



	Japan[image: External link]
	May 19, 2010[71]
	CD, CD+DVD
	My Worlds



	Worldwide[image: External link]
	February 12, 2016
	
	Vinyl
	My World 2.0





	My Worlds is a re-release of My World with the 10 new tracks added.
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Baby (Justin Bieber song)






"Baby" is a song by Canadian recording artist Justin Bieber. It was released as the lead single from the latter half of Bieber's debut album, My World 2.0. The track was written by Bieber with Christopher "Tricky" Stewart[image: External link] and Terius "The-Dream" Nash[image: External link], both of whom worked with Bieber on "One Time", and also by R&B singer Christina Milian[image: External link] and labelmate, rapper Ludacris.

It was available for digital download on January 18, 2010. The song received airplay directly after release, officially impacting mainstream[image: External link] and rhythmic[image: External link] radio on January 26, 2010. The song is uptempo R&B, blending together dance-pop and hip-hop[image: External link] elements, while using influences of doo-wop[image: External link] music. The song has received positive reviews from critics who complimented the song's effective lyrics and chorus, and commended Ludacris' part and the song's ability to have an urban twist.

The song was a commercial success, peaking at number one in France[image: External link], and charting in the top ten of the United Kingdom[image: External link], Canada, the United States[image: External link], Australia[image: External link], Norway[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link], Hungary[image: External link], Belgium[image: External link] ( Flanders[image: External link]), Slovakia[image: External link] and New Zealand[image: External link]. The accompanying music video takes place in a mall[image: External link]/ bowling-alley[image: External link] setting. The video features several cameos such as Drake[image: External link], Lil Twist and Tinashe[image: External link], in which Bieber chases after a girl. As of May 2013, the song has sold 3.9 million digital downloads in the United States.[1]

The official music video is the 21st most-viewed video all-time on YouTube, and is also, as of 2017, the YouTube video with the most dislikes[image: External link].[2] It had been the most-viewed from July 12, 2010 until November 24, 2012, when it was surpassed by the music video for "Gangnam Style[image: External link]" by Psy[image: External link]. Bieber performed the song several times, including Saturday Night Live, and the ninth season[image: External link] of American Idol[image: External link]. Bieber also performed an acoustic rendition of the remix version with Drake at the 2010 Juno Awards[image: External link]. The official remix in the United Kingdom features British hip-hop artist Chipmunk[image: External link].



TOP
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 Background and writing




"Baby" was written by Bieber with Christopher "Tricky" Stewart[image: External link] and Terius "The-Dream" Nash[image: External link], both of whom worked with Bieber on "One Time", R&B singer and The-Dream's then wife Christina Milian[image: External link] and labelmate, Ludacris.[3] When asked how the collaboration initially came about, Bieber said, "[Ludacris and I] both live in Atlanta. I met him a year prior to this and we figured it was a perfect collaboration for him, so we invited him out to do it." Bieber first premiered the song performing on MuchMusic[image: External link] on December 28, 2009.[4] A few days before the release of the single, Bieber posted an acoustic version of the song to his YouTube with his guitarist Dan Kanterr, similar to the way he did with "Favorite Girl". Billboard said that: "Bieber delivers his characteristically clean vocals with conviction: "My first love broke my heart for the first time / and I'm like, 'baby, baby, baby, no!' I thought you'd always be mine."[5] Also in a review of the acoustic version Bill Lamb of About.com[image: External link] said that "I think the vocals here will convince some that Justin Bieber really does have the vocal chops."[6]
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 Style and composition




The song is predominantly upbeat, featuring Bieber's R&B vocals over a backdrop containing a dance infused beat, full of keyboard[image: External link] and "disco string" synths[image: External link].[7] The song is composed in the key of E♭ major[image: External link] with Bieber's vocal range spanning from the low-note of G3 to the high-note of C5.[8][9] According to Jody Rosen of Rolling Stone, the song "blends winks at Fifties doo-wop with hip-hop chants", comparing the style and the lyrics "My first love broke my heart for the first time/And I was like/Baby, baby, baby, ooooh/I thought you'd always be mine" to fifties ballads[image: External link] like "Tears on My Pillow[image: External link]", "Why Do Fools Fall in Love[image: External link]" and "Earth Angel[image: External link]".[9] Lyrically, Bieber's lines explain his distress over his lost love, and promise to get it back, featured in lines like, "And I wanna play it cool/But I'm losin' you…/I'm in pieces/So come and fix me…".[7] The chorus[image: External link] features the distinct and repetitive "baby, baby, baby, ohhhh (nooooo)" hook. After the second verse, Ludacris comes in with the verse-rap[image: External link], an anecdote of young love when he was thirteen, as it runs "When I was 13/I had my first love/She had me going crazy/Oh, I was star-struck/She woke me up daily/Don't need no Starbucks[image: External link]…".[10]

A famous section of the song plays "Baby, Baby baby oh. Like baby, baby baby oh". It is the catchphrase[image: External link] of the song that identifies the song.
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 Critical reception




Nick Levine of Digital Spy[image: External link] felt the song was "no great departure from what he's given us before", but felt the production of Tricky and The-Dream helped give the song a "simple", "big" chorus about "puppy love" that works.[11] Melanie Bertoldi of Billboard said, "The midtempo number's undeniably contagious chorus should keep Bieber's tween fan base satisfied, and Ludacris' brief cameo adds a welcome urban twist."[12] Bertoli went on to say, "The matchup adds a layer of maturity to Bieber's repertoire and should further solidify his growing presence on the charts."[12] Rap-Up[image: External link] magazine said that "the sweet pop fare gets a little street cred courtesy of the teen sensation's labelmate Ludacris."[13] Jody Rosen of Rolling Stone appreciated the song's vintage doo-wop[image: External link] and fifties[image: External link] aesthetic and hip-hop chants, and said the song included "one of the catchiest choruses concocted by the-Dream and Tricky Stewart, the duo behind " Umbrella[image: External link]" and "Single Ladies[image: External link]."[9] Luke O'Neill of Boston Globe[image: External link] had mixed thoughts about the song calling Ludacris' cameo "goofy", and said, the song "effects a musical anachronism, albeit a catchy one, but in this sped-up recycling moment all styles all at once are grist for the mill."[14]
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 Chart performance




In the United States, "Baby" debuted at number five on the Billboard Hot 100, becoming Bieber's highest charting single in the US. Bieber then went on to surpass this chart position when "Boyfriend" debuted at number two in April 2012.[15] The song was also Ludacris's biggest song to date, solo or featuring, since 2007's " Glamorous[image: External link]". "Baby" was beaten out as the week's highest debut by Taylor Swift's "Today Was a Fairytale[image: External link]", which debuted at number two. The debuting of the pair of songs was just the third time in history that the Hot 100 had two new top-five debuts. The instance had last happened in 2003 when American Idol[image: External link]'s Ruben Studdard[image: External link] and Clay Aiken[image: External link]'s debut singles charted at number one and two.[15] During its first week of radio impact, the song had over 1400 spins, and was the top gainer for mainstream[image: External link] and rhythmic[image: External link] radio formats.[16] The song debuted at thirty-three on the Pop Songs[image: External link] chart on the week labeled February 13, 2010. The song missed out becoming the greatest gainer by one spot, which was Kesha[image: External link]'s "Blah Blah Blah[image: External link]".[17] However the following week, the song did collect greatest gainer recognition, jumping to twenty-five on the chart, and has since peaked at sixteen.[17][18] On August 2, 2010, the song was certified double-platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America[image: External link] for shipments of 2,000,000 units.[19] As of May 2013, the song has sold 3.9 million digital downloads in the United States. With the inclusion of streaming in the RIAA certifications in 2013, the song became the highest certificated single of all time with 12XPlatinum (passing "Candle in the Wind 1997[image: External link]" by Elton John[image: External link] with 11XPlatinum).[1]

"Baby" debuted and peaked on the Canadian Hot 100 at number three, becoming his highest charting single at the time.[15] On the issue dated February 8, 2010, the song debuted in Australia on the official ARIA Singles Chart at number thirty-seven.[20] After twelve weeks of ascending and descending the charts the single reached a peak of three.[20] "Baby" has since been certified platinum by the Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link] (ARIA) for shipments of 70,000 units.[21] In New Zealand, the song entered the chart at nineteen. After weeks of ascending and descending the charts, "Baby" reached a peak of four.[22] The song dropped to the number five position the following week and after weeks of fluctuating around the chart it attained the number four position once again.[22] It has since been certified platinum by the Recording Industry Association of New Zealand (RIANZ).[23] The song peaked at number three on the UK Singles Chart on the issue date March 14, 2010.[24] The following week, "Baby" fell to number four, but climbed back to its previous peak position of three on the issue date March 28, 2010.[24] In the process of climbing the charts, "Baby" gained a new peak of two on the R&B Singles Chart[image: External link].[25] As of June 2012, Baby has sold 442,432 copies in the United Kingdom.[26]
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 Music video




Filming for the music video began during the week of January 25, 2010, in Los Angeles.[27] It was filmed at Universal CityWalk[image: External link] by director Ray Kay[image: External link], who had previously directed videos for Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link], Lady Gaga, Alexandra Burke[image: External link], and Cheryl Cole[image: External link], among others.[28] Ludacris said that the video "is like a 2010 version of Michael Jackson's "The Way You Make Me Feel[image: External link]"." Bieber said that the video "will capture the song's message of trying to woo back a girl."[29] In explaining the concept of the video, Bieber said, "It starts off, I really like this girl, but we didn't [get] along; we couldn't be together. Basically I want her back and [I'm] kind of going through the whole thing. I'm chasing her around, trying to get her, and she's kind of playing hard to get, but I'm persistent. I keep going."[29] The video premiered exclusively on Vevo on Friday, February 19, 2010.[30] Singer and actress Jasmine Villegas[image: External link] portrays Bieber's love interest in the video. Bieber's friends,[31][32][33] Young Money artists Drake[image: External link] and Lil Twist also appeared in the video, along with Tinashe[image: External link] and jerkin' crew The Rangers.[29]

The video takes place in a mall-like setting with a bowling alley and more. After the video was released, MTV commented on the video being the new version of "The Way You Make Me Feel" saying, "..and the choreography does use a few of Jackson's less-suggestive moves."[34] The MTV review goes on saying, "most of the video takes place in the bowling alley, there are also scenes of Bieber in other settings, hanging out with Luda, doing the moonwalk, messing with his hair and mugging for the camera. Regardless of his lady's apparent frustration with him, Bieber eventually wins her over. The video concludes with the pair walking off into the night holding hands."[34] Rapper Drake appears in the video.

Billboard reviewed the video, saying, "Those new dance moves he's showing off can only mean one thing: all over the world, tweens' hearts are melting right now."[35] In July 2010, the video became the most viewed video in YouTube history until it was surpassed by Psy[image: External link]'s hit single, "Gangnam Style[image: External link]", in November 2012.[36] On March 5, 2014, "Baby" became the second video, after "Gangnam Style", to receive 1 billion views on YouTube, and is the 21st most viewed video on the site, with over 1.6 billion views as of June 2017. Despite this, the video has more dislikes than it has likes. Although the song has received over 6.6 million likes, the song has received over 7.7 million dislikes.[37]
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 Live performances




Bieber premiered an acoustic version of the song on MuchMusic[image: External link].[4] He sang the song on VH1[image: External link]'s Pepsi Super Bowl[image: External link] Fan Jam, along with other performers Rihanna[image: External link], JoJo[image: External link] and Timbaland[image: External link], and on CBS' The Early Show[image: External link] as a part of their Super Bowl programming.[38] He performed the song the first time with Ludacris on BET[image: External link]'s SOS: Saving Ourselves – Help for Haiti Telethon, on February 6, 2009, which also aired on VH1[image: External link], and MTV[image: External link].[39] During the chorus, he changed the lyrics to "Baby, baby, Haiti", to show support for the cause, and the reason everyone came together for the show.[34] In the week of his album release, he performed the song on The View and 106 & Park. Bieber also performed the song at the 2010 Kids Choice Awards[image: External link] on March 27. Bieber performed the song along with "U Smile" on the eighteenth episode of season thirty five[image: External link] of Saturday Night Live.[40] Bieber performed an acoustic rendition of the song along with a freestyle by good friend Drake[image: External link] at the 2010 Juno Awards[image: External link].[41] In April 2010, Bieber noted that due to his voice changing, he could no longer hit all the notes in "Baby", and for live performances, the key[image: External link] is lowered.[42] Bieber performed the song live in Sydney, Australia on April 26, 2010, in the Sunrise[image: External link] studios after his public performance was cancelled.[43] Bieber also performed the song on May 11, 2010, on The Oprah Winfrey Show[image: External link]. Bieber performed the song on June 4, 2010, on the Today Show[image: External link] along with "Never Say Never", "Somebody to Love", and "One Time".[44] He performed the song with "Somebody to Love" at the 2010 MuchMusic Video Awards[image: External link].[45]
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 Cover versions




Jazz pianist Jacky Terrasson[image: External link] covered "Baby" with his trio on his 2012 album Gouache[image: External link].[46]
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 Track listing






	US digital download[47]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Baby" (featuring Ludacris)

	3:34






	Australia digital download[48]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Baby" (featuring Ludacris)

	3:36



	2.
	"Baby" (music video)

	3:39






	UK Chipmunk Remix[49]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Baby" (Chipmunk Remix) (featuring Chipmunk)

	3:41
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2010)
	Peak

position



	Australia (ARIA)[20]

	3



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40[image: External link])[50]

	27



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[51]

	12



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Wallonia)[52]

	13



	Brazil Airplay (Crowley Broadcast Analysis[image: External link])[53]

	4



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100)[54]

	3



	Czech Republic (Rádio Top 100)[55]

	20



	Denmark ( Tracklisten[image: External link])[56]

	13



	Europe (European Hot 100 Singles[image: External link])[57]

	2



	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[58]

	1



	Germany (Official German Charts[image: External link])[59]

	22



	Hungary (Single Top 40[image: External link])[60]

	9



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[61]

	7



	Israel (Media Forest[image: External link])[62]

	5



	Japan (Japan Hot 100[image: External link])[63]

	2



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40[image: External link])[64]

	23



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ)[22]

	4



	Norway ( VG-lista[image: External link])[65]

	3



	
Scotland[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[66]

	1



	Slovakia (Rádio Top 100)[67]

	10



	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[68]

	34



	Sweden ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[69]

	25



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[70]

	25



	
UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[71]

	3



	
UK R&B[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[25]

	2



	US Billboard Hot 100[72]

	5



	US Dance/Mix Show Airplay[image: External link] (Billboard)[73]

	24



	US Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[74]

	96



	US Latin Pop Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[75]

	31



	US Mainstream Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[17]

	16



	US Rhythmic[image: External link] (Billboard)[76]

	11
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[77]

	4× Platinum
	280,000^




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[78]

	Gold
	15,000*




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[79]

	Gold
	15,000^




	Japan ( RIAJ[image: External link])[80]

	Gold
	100,000^




	New Zealand (RMNZ)[81]

	Platinum
	0*




	Norway (IFPI Norway)[82]

	3× Platinum
	30,000*




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[83]

	Gold
	400,000^




	United States (RIAA)[84]

	12× Platinum
	3,900,000[1]




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone







Since May 2013 RIAA certifications for digital singles include on-demand audio and/or video song streams in addition to downloads.[85]
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2010)
	Position



	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[86]

	4



	US Billboard Hot 100[87]

	44
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 Chart precession and succession






	Preceded by

"Alors on danse[image: External link]" by Stromae[image: External link]

	
French Physical Singles Chart[image: External link] number-one single[image: External link]

May 16, 2010

May 30, 2010
	Succeeded by

"Alors on danse" by Stromae

"Allez Ola Olé[image: External link]" by Jessy Matador[image: External link]
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 Release history






	Region
	Date
	Format



	United States
	January 18, 2010[88]

	Digital download[image: External link]



	January 26, 2010[89]

	Mainstream radio[image: External link]



	Australia
	January 29, 2010[90]

	Digital download



	Germany
	February 22, 2010[91]




	March 5, 2010[92]

	CD single[image: External link]



	France
	February 22, 2010[93]




	United Kingdom
	March 7, 2010[94]

	Digital download
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 See also





	List of most viewed YouTube videos[image: External link]
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My World Tour






The My World Tour was the debut concert tour[image: External link] by Canadian recording artist Justin Bieber. It is Bieber's first concert tour which supports his two-part debut album My World and My World 2.0. The tour was officially announced on March 16, 2010, a week before My World 2.0 was released. The tour has multiple legs with the supporting acts of Mindless Behavior[image: External link], Sean Kingston and Jessica Jarrell on North American dates and pop girl group The Stunners[image: External link] also joined the tour for the first twenty dates. Jasmine Villegas[image: External link] joined the tour as opening act for the second leg. The first leg of the tour is estimated to have grossed $35.6 million post inflation. The tour made a total of $53,341,886 worldwide.[1]

The tour was officially announced on March 16, 2010, a week before the release of his second studio album, My World 2.0.[2] In an interview with the Houston Chronicle[image: External link], when asked about what fans could expect on the tour, Bieber stated, "I want to show that I love to perform. There are going to be some cool tricks, some electronic things that haven't been seen before, for sure."[3]



TOP
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 Setlist





	"Love Me"

	"Bigger"

	"U Smile"

	"Runaway Love[image: External link]"

	"Never Let You Go"

	"Favorite Girl"

	"One Less Lonely Girl"

	"Somebody to Love"

	"Overboard"

	"Never Say Never"

	" Up[image: External link]"

	"One Time[image: External link]"

	"That Should Be Me"

	"Wanna Be Startin' Somethin'[image: External link]" / "Walk This Way[image: External link]" (Medley)


	"Eenie Meenie"

	"Down to Earth"

	"Baby"



Setlist per official tour book.
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 Tour dates






	Date
	City
	Country
	Venue
	Tickets sold / Available
	Gross revenue



	North America



	June 23, 2010
	Hartford
	United States[image: External link]
	XL Center[image: External link]
	13,132 / 13,132 (100%)
	$385,790[4]



	June 24, 2010
	Trenton[image: External link]
	Sun National Bank Center[image: External link]
	7,523 / 7,523 (100%)
	$266,285[4]



	June 26, 2010
	Cincinnati[image: External link]
	U.S. Bank Arena[image: External link]
	10,758 / 12,780 (90%)
	$405,545[4]



	June 27, 2010[A]
	Milwaukee[image: External link]
	Summerfest[image: External link]
	21,772 / 28,572 (86%)
	$723,549[4]



	June 29, 2010
	Minneapolis[image: External link]
	Target Center[image: External link]
	14,717 / 14,717 (100%)
	$339,226[4]



	June 30, 2010
	Des Moines[image: External link]
	Wells Fargo Arena[image: External link]
	9,399 / 9,650 (97%)
	$232,560[4]



	July 2, 2010
	Moline[image: External link]
	iWireless Center[image: External link]
	10,610 / 22,000 (58%)
	$393,090[4]



	July 3, 2010
	Omaha[image: External link]
	CenturyLink Center Omaha[image: External link]
	11,682 / 12,093 (94%)
	$224,563[4]



	July 5, 2010
	Grand Prairie[image: External link]
	Verizon Theatre at Grand Prairie[image: External link]
	6,000 / 9,000 (66%)
	$103,550[4]



	July 6, 2010
	Tulsa[image: External link]
	BOK Center[image: External link]
	12,993 / 12,993 (100%)
	$384,810[4]



	July 8, 2010
	Broomfield[image: External link]
	1stBank Center[image: External link]
	6,207 / 6,207 (100%)
	$315,185[4]



	July 10, 2010
	West Valley City[image: External link]
	Maverik Center[image: External link]
	10,362 / 10,362 (100%)
	$187,135[4]



	July 13, 2010
	Everett[image: External link]
	Comcast Arena at Everett[image: External link]
	8,588 / 8,588 (100%)
	$110,172[4]



	July 14, 2010
	Portland[image: External link]
	Moda Center[image: External link]
	13,244 / 13,244(100%)
	$345,598[4]



	July 17, 2010
	Oakland[image: External link]
	Oracle Arena[image: External link]
	14,555 / 14,555 (100%)
	$293,921[4]



	July 18, 2010
	Reno[image: External link]
	Reno Events Center[image: External link]
	6,583 / 6,583 (100%)
	$116,022[4]



	July 20, 2010
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	Microsoft Theater[image: External link]
	6,673 / 6,673 (100%)
	$245,602[4]



	July 23, 2010[B]
	Paso Robles[image: External link]
	California Mid State Fair
	14,162 / 14,162 (100%)
	$312,960[4]



	July 24, 2010
	Las Vegas[image: External link]
	The AXIS[image: External link]
	6,808 / 6,808 (100%)
	$238,836[4]



	July 25, 2010
	Glendale
	Gila River Arena[image: External link]
	13,818 / 13,818 (100%)
	$256,446[4]



	July 28, 2010
	Kansas City[image: External link]
	Sprint Center[image: External link]
	14,481 / 14,481 (100%)
	$307,701[4]



	July 29, 2010
	North Little Rock[image: External link]
	Verizon Arena[image: External link]
	13,676 / 15,800 (83%)
	$214,854[4]



	July 30, 2010
	Boyne City[image: External link]
	Boyne Mountain[image: External link]
	5,750 / 5,750 (100%)
	$180,567[4]



	July 31, 2010
	Memphis[image: External link]
	FedExForum[image: External link]
	13,750 / 14,750 (90%)
	$407,795[4]



	August 1, 2010
	Lafayette[image: External link]
	Cajundome[image: External link]
	10,438 / 10,438 (100%)
	$346,195[4]



	August 4, 2010
	Orlando[image: External link]
	Amway Arena[image: External link]
	12,225 / 12,225 (100%)
	$235,713[4]



	August 5, 2010
	Sunrise[image: External link]
	BB&T Center[image: External link]
	14,104 / 14,104 (100%)
	$141,848[4]



	August 8, 2010
	Charlotte[image: External link]
	Time Warner Cable Arena[image: External link]
	15,263 / 15,263 (100%)
	$256,795[4]



	August 9, 2010
	Duluth[image: External link]
	Infinite Energy Arena[image: External link]
	10,588 / 10,588 (100%)
	$313,420[4]



	August 11, 2010
	Nashville[image: External link]
	Bridgestone Arena[image: External link]
	14,345 / 14,345 (100%)
	$394,350[4]



	August 12, 2010
	Indianapolis[image: External link]
	Bankers Life Fieldhouse[image: External link]
	14,490 / 14,490 (100%)
	$239,505[4]



	August 14, 2010
	Columbus[image: External link]
	Jerome Schottenstein Center[image: External link]
	14,056 / 14,056 (100%)
	$348,820[4]



	August 15, 2010
	Auburn Hills[image: External link]
	The Palace of Auburn Hills[image: External link]
	15,667 / 15,667 (100%)
	$502,008[4]



	August 21, 2010
	Toronto[image: External link]
	Canada
	Air Canada Centre[image: External link]
	15,859 / 15,859 (100%)
	$448,791[4]



	August 22, 2010
	London
	Budweiser Gardens[image: External link]
	9,154 / 9,154 (100%)
	$237,765[4]



	August 24, 2010
	Ottawa[image: External link]
	Canadian Tire Centre[image: External link]
	14,284 / 14,284 (100%)
	$351,081[4]



	August 25, 2010
	Albany[image: External link]
	United States
	Times Union Center[image: External link]
	12,536 / 12,536 (100%)
	$361,464[4]



	August 27, 2010
	Providence[image: External link]
	Dunkin' Donuts Center[image: External link]
	9,679 / 9,679 (100%)
	$241,009[4]



	August 28, 2010
	Newark[image: External link]
	Prudential Center[image: External link]
	13,942 / 13,942 (100%)
	$239,255[4]



	August 31, 2010
	New York City[image: External link]
	Madison Square Garden[image: External link]
	14,529 / 14,529 (100%)
	$378,946[4]



	September 1, 2010[C]
	Syracuse[image: External link]
	New York State Fair Grandstand[image: External link]
	16,787 / 16,787 (100%)
	$537,275[4]



	September 3, 2010
	Essex Junction[image: External link]
	The Champlain Valley Expo[image: External link]
	8,048 / 9,422 (85%)
	$370,660[4]



	September 4, 2010[D]
	Allentown[image: External link]
	Allentown Fairgrounds[image: External link]
	10,242 / 10,242 (100%)
	$489,858[4]



	September 5, 2010[E]
	Timonium[image: External link]
	Timonium Race Track[image: External link]
	12,540 / 12,540 (100%)
	$295,650[4]



	September 14, 2010
	Winnipeg[image: External link]
	Canada
	MTS Centre[image: External link]
	12,422 / 12,422 (100%)
	$436,175[4]



	September 16, 2010
	Regina[image: External link]
	Brandt Center[image: External link]
	6,747 / 6,747 (100%)
	$348,641[4]



	September 17, 2010
	Saskatoon[image: External link]
	SaskTel Centre[image: External link]
	13,059 / 13,059 (100%)
	$349,066[4]



	September 19, 2010
	Edmonton[image: External link]
	Rexall Place[image: External link]
	13,874 / 13,874 (100%)
	$280,140[4]



	September 20, 2010
	Calgary[image: External link]
	Scotiabank Saddledome[image: External link]
	13,893 / 13,893 (100%)
	$508,161[4]



	October 8, 2010
	Honolulu[image: External link]
	United States
	Neal S. Blaisdell Center[image: External link]
	15,721 / 15,721 (100%)
	$852,809[4]



	October 9 2010



	October 19, 2010
	Vancouver[image: External link]
	Canada
	Rogers Arena[image: External link]
	14,899 / 14,899 (100%)
	$269,285[4]



	October 22, 2010
	Sacramento[image: External link]
	United States
	Sleep Train Arena[image: External link]
	9,498 / 13,498 (70%)
	$285,272[4]



	October 24, 2010
	Ontario[image: External link]
	Citizens Business Bank Arena[image: External link]
	8,482 / 8,482 (100%)
	$193,283[4]



	October 25, 2010
	Los Angeles
	Staples Center[image: External link]
	13,572 / 13,572 (100%)
	$535,512[4]



	October 27, 2010
	Anaheim[image: External link]
	Honda Center[image: External link]
	11,882 / 11,882 (100%)
	$490,781[4]



	October 28, 2010
	San Jose[image: External link]
	SAP Center[image: External link]
	11,605 / 12,411 (94%)
	$393,838[4]



	October 30, 2010
	San Diego[image: External link]
	Valley View Casino Center[image: External link]
	11,424 / 11,424 (100%)
	$267,494[4]



	November 3, 2010
	Oklahoma City[image: External link]
	Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link]
	11,702 / 12,316 (95%)
	$274,602[4]



	November 5, 2010
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	AT&T Center[image: External link]
	14,663 / 14,663 (100%)
	$318,098[4]



	November 6, 2010
	Houston[image: External link]
	Toyota Center[image: External link]
	13,352 / 13,352 (100%)
	$467,082[4]



	November 8, 2010
	St. Louis[image: External link]
	Scottrade Center[image: External link]
	14,471 / 14,471 (100%)
	$207,896[4]



	November 10, 2010
	Louisville[image: External link]
	KFC Yum! Center[image: External link]
	15,943 / 15,943 (100%)
	$374,638[4]



	November 11, 2010
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	Wolstein Center[image: External link]
	10,431 / 10,616 (98%)
	$229,266[4]



	November 13, 2010
	Norfolk[image: External link]
	Norfolk Scope[image: External link]
	9,286 / 9,286 (100%)
	$263,586[4]



	November 14, 2010
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	Wells Fargo Center[image: External link]
	15,614 / 15,614 (100%)
	$613,257[4]



	November 16, 2010
	Boston[image: External link]
	TD Garden[image: External link]
	14,080 / 14,080 (100%)
	$543,180[4]



	November 17, 2010
	East Rutherford[image: External link]
	Izod Center[image: External link]
	16,394 / 16,394 (100%)
	$657,502[4]



	November 20, 2010
	Atlantic City[image: External link]
	Boardwalk Hall[image: External link]
	13,481 / 13,481 (100%)
	$503,831[4]



	November 22, 2010
	Montreal[image: External link]
	Canada
	Bell Centre[image: External link]
	16,260 / 16,260 (100%)
	$412,580[4]



	November 23, 2010
	Toronto
	Air Canada Centre
	16,639 / 16,639 (100%)
	$377,432[4]



	December 9, 2010
	Manchester[image: External link]
	United States
	Verizon Wireless Arena[image: External link]
	9,300 / 9,300 (100%)
	$432,290[4]



	December 13, 2010
	Pittsburgh[image: External link]
	Consol Energy Center[image: External link]
	13,957 / 13,957 (100%)
	$804,568[4]



	December 15, 2010
	Greensboro[image: External link]
	Greensboro Coliseum[image: External link]
	14,603 / 14,603 (100%)
	$700,618[4]



	December 16, 2010
	Greenville[image: External link]
	Bon Secours Wellness Arena[image: External link]
	11,769 / 11,769 (100%)
	$577,074[4]



	December 18, 2010
	Miami[image: External link]
	American Airlines Arena[image: External link]
	14,167 / 14,167 (100%)
	$693,312[4]



	December 19, 2010
	Tampa[image: External link]
	Amalie Arena[image: External link]
	14,270 / 14,270 (100%)
	$689,300[4]



	December 21, 2010
	Birmingham[image: External link]
	Legacy Arena[image: External link]
	13,773/ 13,773 (100%)
	$667,628[4]



	December 23, 2010
	Atlanta
	Philips Arena[image: External link]
	14,045 / 14,045 (100%)
	$823,881[4]



	Europe



	March 4, 2011
	Birmingham[image: External link]
	England[image: External link]
	Barclaycard Arena[image: External link]
	25,956 / 26,000
	N/A



	March 5, 2011



	March 8, 2011
	Dublin[image: External link]
	Ireland[image: External link]
	3Arena[image: External link]
	14,500 / 14,500
	N/A



	March 11, 2011
	Liverpool[image: External link]
	England
	Echo Arena Liverpool[image: External link]
	11,908 / 12,000
	N/A



	March 12, 2011
	Newcastle[image: External link]
	Metro Radio Arena[image: External link]
	10,953 / 11,000
	N/A



	March 14, 2011
	London[image: External link]
	The O2 Arena
	16,020 / 16,020 (100%)
	$881,519[4]



	March 21, 2011
	Manchester[image: External link]
	Manchester Arena[image: External link]
	10,575 / 10,575
	N/A



	March 23, 2011
	Sheffield[image: External link]
	Motorpoint Arena Sheffield[image: External link]
	10,000 / 10,000
	N/A



	March 24, 2011
	Nottingham[image: External link]
	Motorpoint Arena Nottingham[image: External link]
	9,150 / 9,150
	N/A



	March 26, 2011
	Oberhausen[image: External link]
	Germany[image: External link]
	König Pilsener Arena[image: External link]
	9,500 / 9,500
	N/A



	March 27, 2011
	Rotterdam[image: External link]
	Netherlands[image: External link]
	Ahoy Rotterdam[image: External link]
	11,000 / 11,000
	N/A



	March 29, 2011
	Paris[image: External link]
	France[image: External link]
	AccorHotels Arena[image: External link]
	12,350 / 12,350
	N/A



	March 30, 2011
	Antwerp[image: External link]
	Belgium[image: External link]
	Sportpaleis[image: External link]
	13,536 / 13,536 (100%)
	$796,566[4]



	April 1, 2011
	Herning[image: External link]
	Denmark[image: External link]
	Jyske Bank Boxen[image: External link]
	10,567 / 10,690
	N/A



	April 2, 2011
	Berlin[image: External link]
	Germany
	Mercedes-Benz Arena[image: External link]
	10,023 / 10,600
	N/A



	April 5, 2011
	Madrid[image: External link]
	Spain[image: External link]
	Palacio de Deportes de la Comunidad[image: External link]
	8,235 / 8,550
	N/A



	April 6, 2011
	Barcelona[image: External link]
	Palau Sant Jordi[image: External link]
	9,236 / 9,860
	N/A



	April 8, 2011
	Zürich
	Switzerland[image: External link]
	Hallenstadion[image: External link]
	12,242 / 13,000
	N/A



	April 9, 2011
	Milan[image: External link]
	Italy[image: External link]
	Mediolanum Forum[image: External link]
	8,346 / 8,900
	N/A



	Asia



	April 14, 2011
	Tel Aviv[image: External link]
	Israel[image: External link]
	Yarkon Park[image: External link]
	14,789 / 21,500
	N/A



	April 19, 2011
	Kallang[image: External link]
	Singapore[image: External link]
	Singapore Indoor Stadium[image: External link]
	9,467 / 10,000
	N/A



	April 21, 2011
	Kuala Lumpur[image: External link]
	Malaysia[image: External link]
	Stadium Merdeka[image: External link]
	11,205 / 17,000
	N/A



	April 23, 2011
	Bogor[image: External link]
	Indonesia[image: External link]
	Sentul City International Convention Center[image: External link]
	10,500 / 10,500
	N/A



	Oceania



	April 26, 2011
	Brisbane[image: External link]
	Australia[image: External link]
	Brisbane Entertainment Centre[image: External link]
	11,065 / 11,065 (100%)
	$651,750[4]



	April 28, 2011
	Sydney[image: External link]
	Sydney Super Dome[image: External link]
	29,481 / 29,481 (100%)
	$692,460[4]



	April 29, 2011



	May 2, 2011
	Melbourne[image: External link]
	Rod Laver Arena[image: External link]
	25,538 / 25,538 (100%)
	$807,360[4]



	May 3, 2011



	May 5, 2011
	Adelaide[image: External link]
	Adelaide Entertainment Centre[image: External link]
	8,510 / 8,510 (100%)
	$914,907



	May 7, 2011
	Perth[image: External link]
	Burswood Dome[image: External link]
	7,162 / 7,162 (100%)
	$1,680,197



	Asia



	May 10, 2011
	Pasay[image: External link]
	Philippines
	SM Mall of Asia Concert Grounds[image: External link]
	13,145 / 15,000
	N/A



	May 13, 2011
	Hong Kong[image: External link]
	Hong Kong[image: External link]
	AsiaWorld-Arena[image: External link]
	10,971 / 11,150
	N/A



	May 15, 2011
	Taipei[image: External link]
	Taiwan[image: External link]
	Taipei Arena[image: External link]
	13,100 / 13,100
	N/A



	May 18, 2011
	Osaka[image: External link]
	Japan[image: External link]
	Zepp Osaka
	2,530 / 2,530
	N/A



	May 19, 2011
	Tokyo[image: External link]
	Nippon Budokan[image: External link]
	8,500 / 8,500
	N/A



	North America



	September 30, 2011
	Monterrey[image: External link]
	Mexico[image: External link]
	Arena Monterrey[image: External link]
	13,000 / 13,000
	N/A



	October 1, 2011
	Mexico City[image: External link]
	Foro Sol[image: External link]
	94,449 / 106,028 (89%)
	$6,027,190[4]



	October 2, 2011



	South America



	October 5, 2011
	Rio de Janeiro[image: External link]
	Brazil
	Estádio Olímpico João Havelange[image: External link]
	46,533 / 57,189 (81%)
	$518,920[4]



	October 6, 2011



	October 8, 2011[F]
	São Paulo[image: External link]
	Estádio do Morumbi[image: External link]
	71,683 / 78,910 (91%)
	$237,520[4]



	October 9, 2011[G]



	October 10, 2011
	Porto Alegre[image: External link]
	Estádio Beira-Rio[image: External link]
	20,698 / 48,675 (43%)
	$462,800[4]



	October 12, 2011
	Buenos Aires
	Argentina
	Estadio River Plate[image: External link]
	66,386 / 80,386 (86%)
	$309,000[4]



	October 13, 2011



	October 15, 2011
	Santiago[image: External link]
	Chile[image: External link]
	Estadio Nacional[image: External link]
	71,457 / 73,000 (90%)
	$302,000[4]



	October 17, 2011
	Lima[image: External link]
	Peru[image: External link]
	Lima Estadio Nacional[image: External link]
	18,923 / 33,769 (80%)
	$216,450[4]



	October 19, 2011
	Caracas[image: External link]
	Venezuela[image: External link]
	Estadio de Fútbol de la USB[image: External link]
	13,039 / 15,591 (84%)
	$287,670[4]



	TOTAL
	798,690 / 821,197 (97%)
	$53,341,886





Festivals and other miscellaneous performances 



	
A This concert was a part of " Summerfest[image: External link]"

	
B This concert was a part of "California Mid-State Fair"

	
C This concert was a part of "Great New York State Fair[image: External link]"

	
D This concert was a part of "The Great Allentown Fair[image: External link]"

	
E This concert was a part of "Maryland State Fair[image: External link]"

	
F This concert was a part of "Z Festival"

	
G This concert was a part of "Festival Movistar"
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 Recordings and broadcasting




All concerts were professionally filmed for venue projection because of the audience in back rows, but filmed with just one angle. The concert in New York City, United States on August 31, 2010 was filmed with different cameras and lots of angles for Bieber's 3D movie, Justin Bieber: Never Say Never.

The October 8, 2011 concert in São Paulo[image: External link], Brazil was filmed with different cameras and angles professionally. Later, this concert was broadcast on television in Brazil but some songs are skipped.
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My Worlds Acoustic






My Worlds Acoustic is the first remix album[image: External link] by Canadian recording artist Justin Bieber. It was released on November 26, 2010 and was initially sold exclusively at Walmart[image: External link] retail stores and Sam's Club[image: External link]. The album features nine acoustic[image: External link] versions of songs from his debut extended play, My World, and first album My World 2.0, as well as a new song "Pray." The new versions of the songs were produced by Bieber's music director, Dan Kanter[image: External link], his vocal producer Kuk Harrell[image: External link], and also producer Rob Wells[image: External link]. Internationally, the set is included as a part of the compilation album[image: External link], My Worlds: The Collection, which included songs from the previous two releases. My Worlds Acoustic was released to iTunes[image: External link], on February 8, 2011.

According to Bieber, he wanted to release the album for the naysayers who critiqued his actual singing ability. The singer said that he wanted to have an acoustic album, to reflect the effect of production on his vocals. Although labeled as an acoustic album, the songs still include subtle usages of electronic sounds such as synthesizers. The album received generally favorable reviews from critics, however most critics were not satisfied that the album was not genuinely acoustic. In Canada, the song debuted at number five, and later peaked at number four on the Canadian Albums Chart and certified Platinum by the Canadian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. My Worlds Acoustic debuted at number seven on the US Billboard 200, selling 115,000 copies in its first week, becoming Bieber's third consecutive top ten album.



TOP
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 Background and marketing




On October 18, 2010, Bieber announced on his Twitter plans for an acoustic album in time for the holiday season, and that it would feature unplugged versions of his songs, as well as a new song.[1] Days later, on October 24, 2010, he revealed that the album was set for release on November 26, 2010.[2] In an interview with MTV News, Bieber said that the album was for the "haters" who say he cannot sing and saying his voice was auto-tuned[image: External link], and that "stripping it down and having it kind of really mellow and being able to hear my voice" was his purpose.[3] The singer said he wanted to do the acoustic set because the Electronic Music[image: External link] production sometimes "drowns out your voice" and "takes away from the singer, over the synths and everything."[3] According to Kyle Anderson of MTV News the album might not have been "just another project", but rather the purpose could be "to prove the he has the skills to sustain a long and fulfilling career."[4] In the same interview he confirmed that "Baby" and other My World 2.0 songs were re-recorded, as well as a new song.[3]

It was later confirmed that the song was an inspirational song entitled, "Pray."[5] According to Bieber, the song is a gift to his fans.[5] The song's arrangement is set to reflect Bieber's music before he was discovered, but also includes instrumentation from a string quartet[image: External link], congas[image: External link], and a cajón drum[image: External link], the latter to represent Bieber's worldy travels, specifically to Africa.[5] While Bieber was being interviewed by Ryan Seacrest on his radio show, Bieber talked about the song's initial writing stating that it was influenced by Michael Jackson, and he thought of Jackson's "Man in the Mirror[image: External link]" when writing the song.[6] Vocally, Bieber's vocals are sung in a lower key compared to previous singles.[7][8] Bieber plays guitar on the album, along with his guitarist and musical director Dan Kanter.[5] The new versions of the other songs on the album were produced by Kanter, Bieber's vocal producer Kuk Harrell[image: External link], and also producer Rob Wells[image: External link].[9]

To promote the album as well as draw interest for Bieber's then-upcoming 3D film, Justin Bieber: Never Say Never, Bieber shot an alternate music video for the acoustic version of the song, "Never Say Never." The video premiered during Game 3 of the 2010 World Series[image: External link], and in the clip, the singer dons apparel from both teams.[10] Bieber performed "Pray" for the first time at the 2010 American Music Awards[image: External link].[7] The performance opened with Bieber sitting playing the piano while singing.[7] Midway through the performance Bieber arose from the piano and took center stage; he was accompanied by a choir singing background vocals. The performance was ended with Bieber kneeling singing the song's title, the performance was greeted by standing ovation from the audience.[7] After originally being sold only at Walmart and Sam's Club first, the album was released on iTunes[image: External link] on February 11, 2011, accompanying the release of Justin Bieber: Never Say Never, and preceding the release of Never Say Never – The Remixes.[11]
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 Critical reception




Lucy Jones of The Daily Telegraph said that "with catchy choruses, soulful key changes and cute hooks laid bare, these are undeniably brilliant pop songs."[17] Jones further commented that "finger clicks, bongos and mellow guitars are a welcome change from the squealing synths and pounding beats favoured by Bieber and his peers," and that the album had the ability to connect with audiences beyond his demographic.[17] Mikael Wood of Entertainment Weekly gave the album a "B-" rating, stating that the album doesn't change Bieber's beloved "kiddie-soul vocals" calling it "perfunctory", but said that acoustic renditions such as "Baby", "One Time" and new song "Pray" deliver their "saccharine payload."[15] Thomas Conneron of Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] said that "calming down several of the pop tunes with slower tempos and patient singing" was not bad and that slowing everything down made listeners hear how the singer's voice had matured.[14]

Calling it "the sugariest acoustic album in history," Allison Stewart of The Washington Post[image: External link] said "its arrangements and melodies – the best parts of any Bieber record - are stripped down but otherwise little changed, demonstrating just how great most of these songs were to begin with."[18] Stewart also said that urban[image: External link] numbers such as "Baby," "survive their makeovers without a hitch."[18] Andy Kellman of Allmusic[image: External link] gave the album 2 and a half out of 5 stars saying that the album was "an enticement."[12] Dan Savoie of Rockstar Weekly[image: External link] gave the album 4 out of 5 stars, saying that it is "the perfect showcase for a talented young artist who's on his way to the Grammy Awards[image: External link] this year."[16] Although she commented that the "acoustic" labeling was a bit misleading, Monica Hererra of Billboard said that the album "succeeds", calling songs like the live version of "Favorite Girl" the album's saving grace and "truly acoustic."[13] On the former, Herrera said, "It's the one moment where you can hear all of the young artist's strengths falling in line-raw talent, maturing vocals and, of course, an all-too-valuable connection with his fans."[13]
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 Commercial performance




In Canada, My Worlds Acoustic it debuted at number five on the Canadian Albums Chart, then rose to number four the following week.[19] The album was subsequently certified Platinum by the Canadian Recording Industry Association[image: External link] the same month it was released, shifting over 80,000 units.[20] The album debuted at number seven on the Billboard 200 with 115,000 copies sold in the first week released.[21] My Worlds Acoustic became Bieber's second top ten album in a little over a year, following the extended play My World and debut studio album, My World 2.0.[21] After fluctuating on the chart for weeks, due to the album being available for digital download[image: External link] on iTunes[image: External link], the album returned to the top ten of the Billboard on the week of February 26, 2011.[22]
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 Track listing






	Standard edition



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"One Time"
	


	Christopher Stewart[image: External link]

	Terius Nash[image: External link]

	James Bunton

	Corron Cole

	Thabiso Nkhereanye






	


	Dan Kanter

	Rob Wells[image: External link]

	Kuk Harrell[image: External link]






	3:06



	2.
	"Baby"
	


	Justin Bieber

	Stewart

	Nash

	Christina Milian[image: External link]

	Christopher Bridges






	


	Kanter

	Wells

	Harrell






	3:35



	3.
	"One Less Lonely Girl"
	


	Ezekiel Lewis[image: External link]

	Balewa Muhammad

	Sean Hamilton

	Hyuk Shin

	Usher Raymond IV






	


	Kanter

	Wells

	Harrell






	3:57



	4.
	"Down to Earth"
	


	Bieber

	Midi Mafia[image: External link]

	Mason Levy

	The Jackie Boyz[image: External link]






	


	Kanter

	Wells

	Harrell






	4:03



	5.
	"U Smile"
	


	Bieber

	Jerry Duplessis[image: External link]

	Arden Altino

	Dan August Rigo






	


	Kanter

	Wells

	Harrell






	3:16



	6.
	"Stuck in the Moment"
	


	Bieber

	Rigo

	Stereotypes[image: External link]






	


	Kanter

	Wells

	Harrell






	3:18



	7.
	"Favorite Girl" (Live)
	


	Antea Birchett

	Anesha Birchet

	Dernst Emile II[image: External link]

	Delisha Thomas






	


	Kanter

	Wells

	Harrell






	5:09



	8.
	"That Should Be Me"
	


	Bieber

	Adam Messinger[image: External link]

	Nasri Atweh[image: External link]

	Luke Boyd






	


	Kanter

	Wells

	Harrell






	4:09



	9.
	"Never Say Never" (featuring Jaden Smith[image: External link])
	


	Bieber

	Jaden Smith

	Messinger

	Atweh

	Thaddis Harrell

	Omarr Rambert






	


	Kanter

	Wells

	Harrell






	3:42



	10.
	"Pray"
	


	Bieber

	Atweh

	Messinger

	Omar Martinez






	The Messengers[image: External link]
	3:32
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 Personnel




Adapted from My Worlds Acoustic liner notes.[9]




	

	
Scooter Braun – executive producer[image: External link]


	
Kuk Harrell[image: External link] – vocal producer, producer

	
Christopher Hicks[image: External link] – producer

	Dan Kanter – producer

	
Usher Raymond IV[image: External link] – executive producer[image: External link]


	
Antonio "L.A." Reid[image: External link] – executive producer[image: External link]


	
Rob Wells[image: External link] – producer
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 Charts






	Chart (2010)
	Peak

position



	
Canadian Albums Chart[19]

	4



	U.S. Billboard 200[21]

	7
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Justin Bieber: Never Say Never






For the song, see Never Say Never (Justin Bieber song).

Justin Bieber: Never Say Never is a 2011 3-D[image: External link] concert film[image: External link] centering on singer Justin Bieber. It was released in the United States, Canada and Africa on February 11, 2011.[3] A sequel to Never Say Never was released on December 25, 2013 entitled Justin Bieber's Believe.



TOP
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 Plot




The film follows the pop star Justin Bieber during 10 days counting down to what is considered his biggest performance, that of August 31, 2010 in Madison Square Garden[image: External link], which sold out in 22 minutes. It shows footage of the performances during this period from his My World Tour. It shows excited female fans, and several instances of the "One Less Lonely Girl" routine[image: External link] of inviting a girl on stage for him to serenade and give flowers to, and of surprising random girls with free tickets to his concerts. The main people around Bieber, being like family and good friends to him, are interviewed, but Bieber himself is not. Various instances of praying together before a show are shown.

The film also includes a visit Bieber made to his hometown while being in Canada for the tour. He is scolded for having damaged his voice while having fun with his old friends. Reluctantly he accepts the postponement of a performance in Syracuse. He is not allowed to speak for some days, and thus recovers enough to do the next performance, at MSG.

Also included are some stories and old videos of Bieber's childhood. He was raised by his mother but also had a very special bond with his maternal step-grandfather. The latter still gets emotional about the time that Bieber and his mother moved to Atlanta.
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 Cast





	Justin Bieber

	Usher[image: External link]

	Jaden Smith[image: External link]

	Sean Kingston

	Snoop Dogg[image: External link]

	Ludacris

	Boyz II Men

	Scooter Braun

	L.A. Reid

	Jeremy Bieber

	Hayden Thompson

	Scrappy Stassen

	
Jay Leno[image: External link] (archive footage from The Tonight Show with Jay Leno[image: External link])

	
Chelsea Handler[image: External link] (archive footage from Chelsea Lately)

	
George Lopez[image: External link] (archive footage from Lopez Tonight)
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 Background
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 Pre-production




On August 2, 2010, Deadline.com[image: External link] reported that Paramount Pictures[image: External link] was prepping a film featuring the singer.[4] The website also reported that the film, described as a "feature biopic" would be directed by the Academy Award[image: External link]-winning An Inconvenient Truth[image: External link]'s director Davis Guggenheim[image: External link].[4] The untitled film was said to also include performances from Bieber's My World Tour throughout. Bieber's manager Scooter Braun and Island Def Jam[image: External link] president L.A. Reid were tapped to produce, and the film was tentatively given a Valentine's Day[image: External link] 2011 release date.[4] After the report was published by Deadline, Bieber confirmed the news on his official Twitter account, and verified that it would be released around February 11, 2011.[4] In a following tweet, Bieber stated that the performances for the film would be those set to take place at Madison Square Garden[image: External link] on the tour.[4] On August 4, 2010, Deadline reported that Guggenheim had dropped out of the directing position for the film, in order to concentrate on promotion for Waiting for "Superman"[image: External link].[5]

After the future of the film was up in the air for a few days, on August 13, 2010, it was reported that Step Up 3D director Jon Chu was recruited to direct the film.[6] On directing the film, Chu stated that he "jumped at the opportunity to tell a story with honesty and heart", as most people did not know that Bieber had a "true underdog story."[6] Chu went on to say that he hoped to tell his story in a "compelling, genuine way, using all source materials available to convey his tale of becoming an icon for this digital age."[4]

In another interview, Chu said that the movie was for fans and non-fans alike, commenting, "we're gonna tell the underdog story of where he came from."[7] He later explained that it was fascinating due to Bieber's story had much to do with the modern "digital lifestyle", such as using YouTube, and how it is "a pretty cool story for our time."[7] On the type of film, Chu said "There's not going to be acted-out scenes and I can't talk about the rest.[7] It's not your typical concert film and it's not going to be a biopic, but it is about his life."[7]
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 Development




On August 24, 2010, on Twitter, Bieber and Chu announced that fans could enter a contest to be a part of the movie by sending a home video singing Bieber's "That Should Be Me", or they should "Show us how 'U Smile' " by sending in a photo or video.[9] The contest lasted for twenty-four hours.[9] On August 31, 2010, filming took place at his concert at Madison Square Garden for scenes for the film, and Bieber donned white and purple attire, his tour colors.[10] Bieber performed his set list, and in addition to opening acts the Sean Kingston and Jessica Jarrell, Iyaz[image: External link], Boyz II Men, Usher[image: External link], Miley Cyrus, Ludacris and Jaden Smith[image: External link] appeared and performed songs with the singer.[10] In a review, Jocelyn Vena of MTV News said "Any signs that Bieber had fallen ill only two days before weren't remotely evident. He turned his swag on [...] for the cameras filming the show for his upcoming film.[7]

In explaining the film's plot, Chu said that the film's plot was like a "hyperlink", unlike other concert films which only saw music and backstage action, but told the story of the rise of his career, and "stories of his life", using music.[8] The director further explained, "You know, if he's talking about his youth and talking about his magnetic smile, you start to hear 'U Smile' start to creep in the background and the underscore ... you see images from his life, and at the end of that song, the spotlight from the number connects with the spotlight of his tour bus and he goes back into his bed."[8] On the film's direction toward his haters and naysayers, the director commented that the top thing they wanted in the film was "honesty", explaining "People have a very preconceived notion of Justin Bieber and people can think whatever they want, but we wanted to show the honest other side of Justin."[8]
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 Promotion




On October 13, 2010, Chu tweeted to send Bieber's fans on an Internet scavenger hunt to solve the puzzle of the movie poster, which would in turn reveal the title of the film.[11] Pieces of the puzzle were revealed by celebrities such as Usher, Ellen DeGeneres[image: External link], and Ryan Seacrest, and Bieber's manager Scooter Braun.[11] The final piece was revealed two days later, tweeted by USA Today, and it revealed the movie's title, Justin Bieber: Never Say Never.[12]

The first trailer for the film debuted on October 26, 2010, consisting of home and behind-the-scenes footage chronicling his rise to fame, and interviews with people such as Usher and Scooter Braun.[13] Matt Elias of MTV News said it contains "eye-popping visuals" and "sweeping camera moves" to give an "epic" feeling.[14] Elias also stated that the trailer shows that the movie was more than a concert film, and "takes you beyond the stage and shows his everyday life", while making a focus on his fans.[14] On the day of the trailer's release, Bieber surprised the audience at the Los Angeles date of his My World Tour by unveiling the trailer.[14] On November 22, 2010, it was revealed that the movie would be screened early on February 9, 2011 for select viewers.[15] Fans were able to purchase tickets for it beginning November 29, 2010, and could also receive official movie merchandise like a souvenir VIP lanyard, a glow stick, a bracelet and purple 3-D glasses for the film.[15] The second official trailer was released on November 22, 2010.[16] It emphasized the 3-D aspect, starting with Bieber throwing popcorn and silly string as the words "This Valentine's Day, See Bieber... Like Never Before" portrayed across the screen.[16] Shown are montages of home footage, behind the scenes footage, and tour clips, including Bieber throwing his shirt into the crowd.[16] The end of the trailer shows Bieber learning about the cameras used to shoot the 3-D film, as well as trying out the film's trademark purple 3-D glasses.[16]
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 Production




The news for the film came through July 2010. Production began that summer, leading up to his concert at Madison Square Garden[image: External link]. The film, whose name was not released until October 2010, was directed by Jon Chu. Chu says the film is a documentary, without any "acted-out scenes."[17]
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 Release and reception




This was the first and so far, only film from MTV Films[image: External link] to receive a G[image: External link] rating.
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 Critical reception




On review aggregate Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film holds a 64% score based on 103 critic reviews, with an average rating of 5.8/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "As a tour documentary, it's rather uninspired -- but as a 3D glimpse of a building pop culture phenomenon, Never Say Never is undeniably entertaining."[18] On Metacritic, the film holds a 52/100 score based on 22 critic reviews.[19]
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 Box office




It topped the Friday box office by an estimated grossing of $12.4 million on its opening day from 3,105 theaters.[20] It grossed $29,514,054 for the weekend,[21] and was narrowly beaten by the romantic comedy Just Go With It[image: External link], which grossed $31 million.[22] Never Say Never is said to have exceeded industry expectations, nearly matching the $31.1 million grossed by Miley Cyrus's 2008 3-D concert film, Hannah Montana & Miley Cyrus: Best of Both Worlds Concert, which holds the record for the top debut for a music-documentary.[23] Furthermore, it grossed higher first weekend totals than the 2009 concert film, Michael Jackson's This Is It[image: External link], and at least two-times more than fellow teen act Jonas Brothers[image: External link]' 2009 3D concert film, Jonas Brothers: The 3D Concert Experience[image: External link],[24] which it made more in two days than the Jonas Brothers concert did in its entire run.

Its total worldwide sales reached $98,441,954.[1] In the United States, it is the highest grossing music concert movie since 1984[25] and the third-highest grossing documentary since 1982.[26]
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 Director's Fan Cut




The film was re-released limitedly[image: External link] in an alternate version entitled Justin Bieber: Never Say Never - Director's Fan Cut on February 25, 2011 in 3D theaters in the United States and Canada. This version has 40 minutes of new footage, while 30 minutes of the original have been removed, so the running time is 115 minutes - 10 minutes longer than the original.[27] The screenings are preceded by a short film of The Legion of Extraordinary Dancers[image: External link], another award-winning project by director Jon Chu.
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 Home video




Paramount Home Entertainment[image: External link] released the film on DVD and Blu-ray on May 13, 2011 in the United States. To promote the release of the film, Paramount Home Entertainment also released Never Say Never Weekend (#NSNweekend) utilizing Justin Bieber's official Facebook and Twitter accounts to seed party favors leading up to the release date of Never Say Never.[28]
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 Sequel




Main article: Justin Bieber's Believe


Rumors of a sequel to Never Say Never began surfacing the media around May 2012, when Bieber himself hinted a possible sequel for some time.[29] It wasn't until January 2013 when the project was confirmed by Bieber himself tweeting about it. Concert footage was filmed during Justin's Believe Tour on January 26–27, 2013 at Miami[image: External link]'s American Airlines Arena[image: External link].[30] Two months later, in March 2013, a $15 million budget was appointed for the production of the sequel.[2] On October 11, 2013, it was confirmed that Jon M. Chu reprised his role as director for the biopic and will be screened in 3D at the Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] later in the month.[31] Meanwhile, Justin Bieber released a teaser trailer on his kidrauhl YouTube channel for the sequel to Never Say Never with the tagline "There's more to his story" and the hashtag #BelieveMovie confirming the sequel title as "Believe", to be released on Christmas Day in 3D.[32] The official trailer was released on Yahoo! Movies[image: External link] on November 15, 2013.[33] The day after the trailer was released, director Jon Chu posted a photo on his Instagram account, noting on the caption that Believe would not be released in 3D as the teaser trailer and rumors previously suggested.[34][35] The film's premiere was held in Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link] on December 18, 2013.
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 Parody




Popstar: Never Stop Never Stopping[image: External link] (2016) is seen as a parody of music documentaries such as Never Say Never. It features Martin Sheen[image: External link], Adam Levine[image: External link], Mariah Carey, Snoop Dogg, Usher, Seal[image: External link], Pink[image: External link], "Weird Al" Yankovic[image: External link], Ringo Starr[image: External link] and Justin Timberlake, among others.
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Under the Mistletoe






Under the Mistletoe is the first Christmas album and second studio album by Canadian recording artist[image: External link] Justin Bieber. It was released on November 1, 2011, by Island Records.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Background




On August 25, 2011, Bieber announced that he would be releasing his first Christmas album and second studio album later in 2011.[8] Manager Scooter Braun and vocal producer Kuk Harrell[image: External link] confirmed a week later that Bieber had collaborated with Sean Kingston and Taylor Swift and had also worked with producers The Messengers[image: External link].[9] Later that month, it was announced that Boyz II Men, Usher[image: External link], and The Band Perry[image: External link] were also collaborating with Bieber on the album.[10] On September 30, 2011, Bieber released the official album cover[image: External link] and album name on Facebook[image: External link].[10] On October 4, 2011, Mariah Carey revealed that she and Bieber recorded her song "All I Want for Christmas Is You[image: External link]" as a duet for the new album. Justin's version of the song "Santa Claus Is Coming To Town" samples the song I Want You Back[image: External link] by the Jackson 5[image: External link].[11]
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 Singles




The album's first single "Mistletoe", was written and produced with The Messengers[image: External link], and it was released on October 17, 2011.[12]
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 Commercial performance




The album debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200, shipping 210,000 units during its opening week.[13] Under the Mistletoe is Justin Bieber's third number-one album and third platinum selling album following Never Say Never: The Remixes earlier in the year. It was also the first Christmas album by a male artist to debut at number-one.[13] Bieber also became the first solo artist to have three number-one albums before his 18th birthday.[13] For all of 2011, the album totaled 1,245,000 copies in US sales, according to Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link], and was the eleventh best-selling album of the year.[14] As of December 2015, the album had sold 1,510,000 copies in the United States.[15] The album also debuted within the top 10 in Spain[image: External link], Australia[image: External link], Norway[image: External link], and the Netherlands[image: External link].
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 Track listing






	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Only Thing I Ever Get for Christmas"
	


	Christopher Stewart[image: External link]

	Aaron Pearce

	Tim Miner[image: External link]

	Justin Bieber






	


	Stewart

	Pearce






	3:12



	2.
	"Mistletoe"
	


	Nasri Atweh[image: External link]

	Adam Messinger[image: External link]

	Bieber






	The Messengers[image: External link]
	3:02



	3.
	"The Christmas Song (Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire)[image: External link]" (featuring Usher)
	


	Mel Tormé[image: External link]

	Robert Wells[image: External link]






	


	Kuk Harrell[image: External link]

	Sean K






	3:35



	4.
	"Santa Claus Is Coming to Town[image: External link]"
	


	John Frederick Coots[image: External link]

	Haven Gillespie[image: External link]

	Berry Gordy[image: External link]

	Freddie Perren[image: External link]

	Deke Richards[image: External link]

	Alphonzo Mizell






	


	Stewart

	Pearce






	3:36



	5.
	"Fa La La" (featuring Boyz II Men)
	


	Adonis Shropshire[image: External link]

	Bieber

	Bernard Harvey






	


	Harvey

	Josh Cross






	3:05



	6.
	"All I Want for Christmas Is You (SuperFestive!)" (duet with Mariah Carey)
	


	Mariah Carey

	Walter Afanasieff[image: External link]






	


	Carey

	James "Big Jim" Wright

	Randy Jackson[image: External link]

	Harrell






	4:00



	7.
	"Drummer Boy[image: External link]" (featuring Busta Rhymes[image: External link])
	


	Katherine Davis[image: External link]

	Henry Onorati

	Harry Simeone[image: External link]

	with additional raps written by Justin Bieber and Busta Rhymes[image: External link]







	


	Harrell

	Sean K






	3:45



	8.
	"Christmas Eve"
	


	Chris Brown

	Bieber

	Antwan Thompson

	Jerrol "Boogie" Wizzard

	Kevin McCall[image: External link]






	


	Thompson

	Boogie Wizzard

	Brown*






	3:43



	9.
	"All I Want Is You"
	


	Bieber

	Brandon Hamilton






	Bieber
	3:36



	10.
	"Home This Christmas" (featuring The Band Perry[image: External link])
	


	Atweh

	Nick Turpin

	George Nozuka

	Melanie Fontana[image: External link]

	Bieber






	


	Nasri

	Turpin






	3:24



	11.
	"Silent Night[image: External link]"
	


	Joseph Mohr[image: External link]

	
Hans Xaver Gruber[image: External link] [ sic[image: External link]]






	Harrell
	2:49



	Total length:
	37:51






	Deluxe edition bonus tracks



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	12.
	"Christmas Love"
	


	Atweh

	Messinger

	Bieber






	The Messengers
	3:26



	13.
	"Fa La La" (A Capella) (featuring Boyz II Men)
	


	Shropshire

	Bieber

	Harvey






	


	Harvey

	Cross






	2:55



	14.
	"Pray"
	


	Atweh

	Messinger

	Omar Martinez

	Bieber






	The Messengers
	3:32



	15.
	"Someday at Christmas"
	


	Ronald Miller

	Bryan Wells






	Jay Riehl
	2:53



	Total length:
	50:38






	Japanese Deluxe edition bonus tracks



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	16.
	"All I Want Is You" (Acoustic Version)
	


	Bieber

	Brandon Hamilton






	Bieber
	3:38



	Total length:
	3:38






	Deluxe Edition DVD Contains Exclusive Content[16]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	16.
	"In The Studio Making the Album"
	 



	17.
	"Making of the "Mistletoe" Video"
	 



	18.
	"Pray" (Music video)

	 





	Note (*) denotes a co-producer




	Sample Credits




	"Santa Claus Is Coming to Town" contains replayed elements from "I Want You Back[image: External link]" and " ABC[image: External link]", both performed by The Jackson 5[image: External link][17][18]
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 Personnel




Credits are adapted from Liner Notes[19]


	
Justin Bieber - vocals (tracks 3, 9, 11, lead on tracks 1-2, 4-6, 8, 10, singing on 7), rap vocals (7), live drums (7), music producer (7, 9)

	
Nasri Atweh[image: External link] - music producer (track 10), musical arrangements (10), additional background vocals (2)

	
The Band Perry[image: External link] - vocals (track 10)

	Brandon Bee - drums (track 10), bass played by (10)

	Jonathan Berry - guitar (track 10)

	Durell Bottoms - assistant recording engineer (track 5)

	
Boyz II Men - vocals (track 5)

	
Chris Brown - background vocals (track 8), music producer (8)

	
Busta Rhymes[image: External link] - rap vocals (track 7)

	
Mariah Carey - lead vocals (track 6), music producer (6)

	
Tim Carmon[image: External link] - piano (track 3), keyboards (11)

	Martin Cooke - assistant recording engineer (track 6)

	Josh Cross - music producer (track 5)

	Melonie Daniels - background vocals (track 6)

	Brad Dechter - musical arrangement (track 6), orchestral arrangement (6)

	Greg DePante - assistant recording engineer (track 6)

	Nicolas Essig - assistant recording engineer (track 5)

	Iain Findlay - assistant recording engineer (track 8)

	
Angie Fisher[image: External link] - background vocals (track 6)

	Jesus Garnica - assistant audio mixing (tracks 1, 4-5, 7-8)

	Jerohn Garrett - drums (track 6)

	Brian Garten - recording engineer (track 6)

	Sharlotte Gibson - background vocals (track 6)

	Josh Gudwin - recording engineer (All tracks)

	
Kuk Harrell[image: External link] - vocal producer (All tracks), music producer (track 11), background vocals (1, 4)

	Bernard Harvey - music producer (track 5)

	Bryan Jackson - background vocals (track 4)

	
Randy Jackson[image: External link] - music producer (track 6)

	
Jaycen Joshua[image: External link] - audio mixing (tracks 1, 4-5, 7-8)

	Sean K. - music producer (tracks 3, 7), music programming (3)

	Thomas Kanarek - assistant recording engineer (track 6)

	Mitch Kinney - assistant recording engineer (tracks 2, 5, 8)

	Miguel Lara - assistant recording engineer (tracks 1-5, 7-11)

	Damien Lewis - assistant audio mixing (tracks 2-3, 6), additional recording engineer (tracks 9-11)

	Peter Mack - assistant recording engineer (track 6)

	Sherry McGhee - background vocals (track 6)

	
The Messengers[image: External link] - music producers (track 2), instrumental arrangement (2), vocal arrangement (2)

	Adam Messinger - all instruments played by (track 2)

	Luis Navarro - assistant recording engineer (tracks 1, 4)

	
George Nozuka[image: External link] - additional background vocals (track 10)

	Chris "Tek" O'Ryan - recording engineer (All tracks)

	
Charlie Paakkari[image: External link] - assistant recording engineer (track 6)

	Aaron Pearce - music producer (tracks 1, 4), music programming (1, 4)

	
Doc Powell[image: External link] - guitar (track 6)

	Daniela Rivera - assistant audio mixing (tracks 2-3), additional recording engineer (9-11)

	
Marc Shaiman[image: External link] - musical arrangement (track 6), orchestral arrangement (6)

	Jason Sherwood - assistant recording engineer (track 3)

	
Adonis Shropshire[image: External link] - additional background vocals (track 5)

	
Brian Springer[image: External link] - recording engineer (track 8)

	
C. "Tricky" Stewart[image: External link] - music producer (tracks 1, 4), music programming (1, 4)

	Tom Strahle - guitar (track 9)

	S'Von - piano (track 10)

	
Phil Tan[image: External link] - audio mixing (tracks 2-3, 6, 9-11)

	Antwan Thompson - music producer (track 8)

	
Lloyd "Sonny" Thompson[image: External link] - bass played by (track 6)

	
Michael Thompson[image: External link] - guitar (tracks 1, 3-4)

	Micah Tolentino - background vocals (track 6)

	Nick Turpin - music producer (track 10), musical arrangement (10), additional background vocals (10)

	
Usher - vocals (track 3)

	Stephen Villa - assistant recording engineer (tracks 1, 4)

	Jerrol "Boogie" Wizzard - music producer (track 8)

	James "Big Jim" Wright - music producer (track 6), keyboards (6)
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 Charts and certifications
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 Charts






	Chart (2011)
	Peak

position



	Australian Albums (ARIA)[20]

	6



	
Canadian Albums (Billboard)[21]

	1



	Dutch Albums ( MegaCharts[image: External link])[22]

	10



	Finnish Albums (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[23]

	21



	Greek Albums ( IFPI[image: External link])[24]

	1



	Italian Albums ( FIMI[image: External link])[25]

	6



	Mexican Albums (Top 100 Mexico[image: External link])[26]

	1



	Polish Albums ( ZPAV[image: External link])[27]

	33



	Scottish Albums ( OCC[image: External link])[28]

	18



	Spanish Albums ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[29]

	4



	UK Albums ( OCC[image: External link])[30]

	13



	US Billboard 200[31]

	1
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2011)
	Position



	Australian Albums Chart[32]

	31



	Chart (2012)
	Position



	Canadian Albums Chart[33]

	5



	US Billboard 200[33]

	13
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[34]

	Platinum
	70,000^




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[35]

	3× Platinum
	240,000^




	Colombia ( ASINCOL[image: External link])[36]

	Gold
	5,000x




	Brazil (Pro-Música Brasil[image: External link])[37]

	2× Platinum
	80,000*




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[38]

	Platinum
	20,000^




	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[39]

	Platinum
	15,000^




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[40]

	Gold
	30,000*




	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[41]

	Platinum+Gold
	90,000^




	Norway (IFPI Norway)[42]

	Gold
	15,000*




	Poland ( ZPAV[image: External link])[43]

	Gold
	10,000*




	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[44]

	Gold
	20,000^




	Sweden ( GLF[image: External link])[45]

	Gold
	20,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[46]

	Gold
	100,000^




	United States (RIAA)[47]

	Platinum
	1,510,000[15]




	Venezuela (APFV)[48]

	Gold
	5,000x




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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 Release history






	Region
	Date
	Format(s)
	Label
	Edition(s)



	Indonesia[16]
	November 8, 2011
	CD[image: External link], DVD[image: External link]
	Universal Music
	Standard, deluxe
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Billboard 200






The Billboard 200 is a record chart[image: External link] ranking the 200 most popular music albums and EPs in the United States[image: External link], published weekly by Billboard magazine. It is frequently used to convey the popularity of an artist[image: External link] or groups of artists. Often, a recording act will be remembered by its "number ones[image: External link]", those of their albums that outperformed all others during at least one week.

The chart is based mostly on sales (both at retail[image: External link] and digital[image: External link]) of albums in the United States. The weekly sales period was originally Monday to Sunday when Nielsen[image: External link] started tracking sales in 1991, but since July 2015, tracking week begins on Friday (to coincide with the Global Release Date of the music industry[image: External link]) and ends on Thursday. A new chart is published the following Tuesday with an issue post-dated to the Saturday of the following week. The chart's streaming[image: External link] schedule is also tracked from Friday to Thursday.[1]


	Friday January 1 – sales tracking week begins

	Thursday January 7 – sales tracking week ends

	Tuesday January 12 – new chart published, with issue date of Saturday January 23.



New product is released to the American market on Fridays. Digital downloads[image: External link] of albums are also included in Billboard 200 tabulation. Albums that are not licensed for retail sale in the United States (yet purchased in the U.S. as imports) are not eligible to chart. A long-standing policy which made titles that are sold exclusively by specific retail outlets (such as Walmart[image: External link] and Starbucks[image: External link]) ineligible for charting, was reversed on November 7, 2007, and took effect in the issue dated November 17.[2]

Beginning with the December 13, 2014 issue, Billboard updated the methodology of their album chart to also include on-demand streaming and digital track sales (as measured by Nielsen SoundScan) by way of a new algorithm, utilizing data from all of the major on-demand audio subscription and online music sales services[image: External link] in the United States.[3]

As of the issue dated June 24, 2017, the number-one album on the Billboard 200 is Hopeless Fountain Kingdom[image: External link] by Halsey[image: External link].[4]



TOP
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 History




Billboard began an album chart in 1945. Initially only five positions long, the album chart was not published on a weekly basis, sometimes three to seven weeks passing before it was updated. A biweekly (though with a few gaps), 15-position Best-Selling Popular Albums chart appeared in 1955. With the increase in album sales as the early 1950s format wars stabilized into market dominance by 45 RPM singles and long-playing twelve-inch albums, with 78 RPM record and long-playing ten-inch album sales decreasing dramatically, Billboard premiered a weekly Best-Selling Popular Albums chart on March 24, 1956. The position count varied anywhere from 10 to 30 albums. The first number-one album on the new weekly list was Belafonte by Harry Belafonte[image: External link]. The chart was renamed to Best-Selling Pop Albums later in 1956, and then to Best-Selling Pop LPs in 1957.

Beginning on May 25, 1959, Billboard split the ranking into two charts Best-Selling Stereophonic LPs for stereo[image: External link] albums (30 positions) and Best-Selling Monophonic LPs for mono[image: External link] albums (50 positions). These were renamed to Stereo Action Charts (30 positions) and Mono Action Charts (40 positions) in 1960. In January 1961, they became Action Albums—Stereophonic (15 positions) and Action Albums—Monophonic (25 positions). Three months later, they became Top LPs—Stereo (50 positions) and Top LPs—Monaural (150 positions).

On August 17, 1963 the stereo and mono charts were combined into a 150-position chart called Top LPs. On April 1, 1967, the chart was expanded to 175 positions, then finally to 200 positions on May 13, 1967. In February 1972, the album chart's title was changed to Top LPs & Tape; in 1984 it was retitled Top 200 Albums; in 1985 it was retitled again to Top Pop Albums; in 1991 it became The Billboard 200 Top Albums; and it was given its current title of The Billboard 200 on March 14, 1992.
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 Catalog albums




In 1960, Billboard began concurrently publishing album charts which ranked sales of older or mid-priced titles. These Essential Inventory charts were divided by stereo and mono albums, and featured titles that had already appeared on the main stereo and mono album charts. Mono albums were moved to the Essential Inventory—Mono chart (25 positions) after spending 40 weeks on the Mono Action Chart, and stereo albums were moved to the Essential Inventory—Stereo chart (20 positions) after 20 weeks on the Stereo Action Chart.

In January 1961, the Action Charts became Action Albums—Monophonic (24 positions), and Action Albums—Stereophonic (15 positions). Albums appeared on either chart for up to nine weeks, then were moved to an Essential Inventory list of approximately 200 titles, with no numerical ranking. This list continued to be published until the consolidated Top LPs chart debuted in 1963.

In 1982, Billboard began publishing a Midline Albums chart (alternatively titled Midline LPs) which ranked older or mid-priced titles. The chart held 50 positions and was published on a bi-weekly (and later tri-weekly) basis.

On May 25, 1991, Billboard premiered the Top Pop Catalog Albums[image: External link] chart. The criteria for this chart were albums that were more than 18 months old and had fallen below position 100 on the Billboard 200.[5] An album needed not have charted on the Billboard 200 at all to qualify for catalog status.

Starting with the issue dated December 5, 2009, however, the catalog limitations which removed albums over 18 months old, that have dropped below position 100 and have no currently-running single, from the Billboard 200 was lifted, turning the chart into an all-inclusive list of the 200 highest-selling albums in the country (essentially changing Top Comprehensive Albums[image: External link] into the Billboard 200). A new chart that keeps the previous criteria for the Billboard 200 (dubbed Top Current Albums) was also introduced in the same issue.[6]
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 Holiday albums




Billboard has adjusted its policies for Christmas[7] and holiday[7] albums several times. The albums were eligible for the main album charts until 1963, when a Christmas Albums list was created. Albums appearing here were not listed on the Top LPs chart. In 1974, this rule was reverted and holiday albums again appeared within the main list.

In 1983, the Christmas Albums chart was resurrected, but a title's appearance here did not disqualify it from appearing on the Top Pop Albums chart. In 1994 the chart was retitled Top Holiday Albums. As of 2009 the chart holds 50 positions and is run for several weeks during the end-of-calendar-year holiday season. Its current policy allows holiday albums to concurrently chart on the Top Holiday Albums list and the Billboard 200.
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 Incorporation of streaming data and track sales




See also: album-equivalent unit[image: External link]


Beginning with the December 13, 2014 issue, Billboard updated the methodology of its album chart again, changing from a "pure sales-based ranking" to one measuring "multi-metric consumption".[3] With this overhaul, the Billboard 200 includes on-demand streaming and digital track sales (as measured by Nielsen SoundScan) by way of a new algorithm, utilizing data from all of the major on-demand audio subscription services including Spotify, Beats Music[image: External link], Google Play[image: External link] and Xbox Music[image: External link]. Under the new methodology, ten track sales or 1,500 song streams from an album are treated as equivalent to one purchase of the album. Billboard will continue to publish a pure album sales chart, called Top Album Sales, that maintains the traditional Billboard 200 methodology, based exclusively on SoundScan's sales data.[3]
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 Nielsen SoundScan




Since May 25, 1991, the Billboard 200's positions have been derived from Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link] sales data, as of 2008 contributed by approximately 14,000 music sellers. Because these numbers are supplied by a subset of sellers rather than record labels[image: External link], it is common for these numbers to be substantially lower than those reported by the Recording Industry Association of America when Gold, Platinum and Diamond album[image: External link] awards are announced (RIAA awards reflect wholesale shipments, not retail sales).
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 Year-end charts




Billboard's "chart year" runs from the first week of December to the final week in November. This altered calendar allows for Billboard to calculate year-end charts and release them in time for its final print issue in the last week of December. Prior to Nielsen SoundScan, year-end charts were calculated by an inverse-point system based solely on an album's performance on the Billboard 200 (for example, an album would be given one point for a week spent at position 200, two points for a week spent at position 199... up to 200 points for each week spent at number one). Other factors including the total weeks on the chart and at its peak position were calculated into an album's year-end total.

After Billboard began obtaining sales information from Nielsen SoundScan, the year-end charts are now calculated by a very straightforward cumulative total of yearlong sales. This gives a more accurate picture of any given year's best-selling albums, as a title that hypothetically spent nine weeks at number one in March could possibly have sold fewer copies than one spending six weeks at number three in January. Interestingly, albums at the peak of their popularity at the time of the November/December chart-year cutoff many times end up ranked lower than one would expect on a year-end tally, yet are ranked on the following year's chart as well, as their cumulative points are split between the two chart-years.
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 Uses




The Billboard 200 can be helpful to radio[image: External link] stations as an indication of the types of music listeners are interested in hearing. Retailers[image: External link] can also find it useful as a way to determine which recordings should be given the most prominent display in a store. Other outlets, such as airline[image: External link] music services, also employ the Billboard charts to determine their programming.
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 Limitations




The chart omits unit sales for listed albums and total recorded sales, making it impossible to determine, for example, if the number-one album this week sold as well as the number-one from the same period in the prior year. It is also impossible to determine the relative success of albums on a single chart; there is no indication of whether the number-one album sold thousands more copies than number 50, or only dozens more. All music genres[image: External link] are combined, but there are separate Billboard charts for individual market segments. The complete sales data broken down by location is made available, but only in the form of separate SoundScan subscriptions.
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 All-Time Billboard 200 achievements (1963–2015)




In 2015, Billboard magazine compiled a ranking of the 100 best-performing albums on the chart over the 52 years, along with the best-performing artists.[8] Shown below are the top 10 albums and top 10 artists over the 52-year period of the Billboard 200, through October 2015. Also shown are the artists placing the most albums on the overall "all-time" top 100 album list.
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 Top 10 albums of All-Time (1963–2015)






	Rank
	Album
	Year released
	Artist(s)
	Peak and duration



	1
	21[image: External link]
	
2011


	Adele[image: External link]
	#1 for 24 weeks



	2
	The Sound of Music[image: External link]
	
1965


	Soundtrack
	#1 for 2 weeks



	3
	Thriller[image: External link]
	
1983


	Michael Jackson
	#1 for 37 weeks



	4
	Fearless[image: External link]
	
2008


	Taylor Swift
	#1 for 11 weeks



	5
	Born in the U.S.A.[image: External link]
	
1984


	Bruce Springsteen[image: External link]
	#1 for 7 weeks



	6
	Ropin' the Wind[image: External link]
	
1991


	Garth Brooks[image: External link]
	#1 for 18 weeks



	7
	Jagged Little Pill[image: External link]
	
1995


	Alanis Morissette[image: External link]
	#1 for 12 weeks



	8
	Doctor Zhivago[image: External link]
	
1966


	Soundtrack
	#1 for 1 week



	9
	All the Right Reasons[image: External link]
	
2005


	Nickelback[image: External link]
	#1 for 1 week



	10
	Tapestry[image: External link]
	
1971


	Carole King[image: External link]
	#1 for 15 weeks




Source:[9]
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 Top 10 albums artists of All-Time (1963–2015)






	Rank
	Artist



	1
	The Beatles



	2
	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]



	3
	Barbra Streisand[image: External link]



	4
	Garth Brooks[image: External link]



	5
	Elton John[image: External link]



	6
	Mariah Carey



	7
	Herb Alpert[image: External link]



	8
	Taylor Swift



	9
	Chicago[image: External link]



	10
	Michael Jackson




Source:[10]
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 Artists with the most albums on Billboard's Top 200 Albums of All-Time (1963–2015)






	Number of

albums
	Artist
	Albums (ranking)



	
5


	The Beatles
	
Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band[image: External link] (54), A Hard Day's Night[image: External link] (105), 1[image: External link] (131), Abbey Road[image: External link] (135), Meet the Beatles![image: External link] (187)



	
4


	Taylor Swift
	
Fearless[image: External link] (4), Taylor Swift[image: External link] (18), 1989[image: External link] (64), Red[image: External link] (140)



	Led Zeppelin[image: External link]
	
Led Zeppelin II[image: External link] (146), Houses of the Holy[image: External link] (185), Led Zeppelin IV[image: External link] (194), In Through the Out Door[image: External link] (198)



	
3


	Michael Jackson
	
Thriller[image: External link] (3), Bad[image: External link] (138), Off the Wall[image: External link] (149)



	Nickelback[image: External link]
	
All the Right Reasons[image: External link] (9), Silver Side Up[image: External link] (162), Dark Horse[image: External link] (182)



	Whitney Houston[image: External link]
	
Whitney Houston[image: External link] (11), The Bodyguard[image: External link] (23), Whitney[image: External link] (159)



	Herb Alpert[image: External link]
	
Whipped Cream & Other Delights[image: External link] (13), Going Places[image: External link] (44), What Now My Love[image: External link] (170)



	Elton John[image: External link]
	
Goodbye Yellow Brick Road[image: External link] (39), Honky Château[image: External link] (145), Captain Fantastic and the Brown Dirt Cowboy[image: External link] (175)



	Mariah Carey
	
Mariah Carey[image: External link] (50), The Emancipation of Mimi[image: External link] (52), Music Box[image: External link] (87)



	Janet Jackson[image: External link]
	
Control[image: External link] (72), Janet Jackson's Rhythm Nation 1814[image: External link] (94), Janet[image: External link] (119)



	
2


	Garth Brooks[image: External link]
	
Ropin' the Wind[image: External link] (6), No Fences[image: External link] (29)



	Fleetwood Mac[image: External link]
	
Rumours[image: External link] (15), Fleetwood Mac[image: External link] (74)



	Celine Dion[image: External link]
	
Falling into You[image: External link] (21), Let's Talk About Love[image: External link] (164)



	Pink Floyd[image: External link]
	
The Dark Side of the Moon[image: External link] (31), The Wall[image: External link] (92)



	Creed[image: External link]
	
Human Clay[image: External link] (34), Weathered[image: External link] (181)



	Santana[image: External link]
	
Supernatural[image: External link] (36), Abraxas[image: External link] (114)



	Backstreet Boys[image: External link]
	
Backstreet Boys[image: External link] (42), Millennium[image: External link] (70)



	Eminem[image: External link]
	
The Eminem Show[image: External link] (56), Recovery[image: External link] (93)



	Boyz II Men
	
II[image: External link] (61), Cooleyhighharmony[image: External link] (129)



	Green Day[image: External link]
	
American Idiot[image: External link] (73), Dookie[image: External link] (172)



	Nelly[image: External link]
	
Country Grammar[image: External link] (85), Nellyville[image: External link] (174)



	John Denver[image: External link]
	
John Denver's Greatest Hits[image: External link] (86), Back Home Again[image: External link] (193)



	Chicago[image: External link]
	
Chicago II[image: External link] (89), Chicago V[image: External link] (165)



	The Black Eyed Peas[image: External link]
	
The E.N.D[image: External link] (96), Monkey Business[image: External link] (134)



	Justin Timberlake
	
FutureSex/LoveSounds (97), The 20/20 Experience[image: External link] (200)



	Mumford & Sons[image: External link]
	
Sigh No More[image: External link] (106), Babel[image: External link] (116)



	Alicia Keys[image: External link]
	
Songs in A Minor[image: External link] (107), As I Am[image: External link] (128)



	NSYNC[image: External link]
	
No Strings Attached[image: External link] (111), NSYNC[image: External link] (137)



	The Monkees[image: External link]
	
The Monkees[image: External link] (132), More of the Monkees[image: External link] (156)



	Eagles[image: External link]
	
The Long Run[image: External link] (148), One of These Nights[image: External link] (155)



	Billy Joel[image: External link]
	
Glass Houses[image: External link] (168), 52nd Street[image: External link] (191)




Source:[9]
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 Artist milestones
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 Most top-ten albums




Source:[11][12]


	
The Rolling Stones[image: External link] (37)

	
Barbra Streisand[image: External link] (34)

	
Frank Sinatra[image: External link] (33)

	
The Beatles (32)

	
Elvis Presley (27)
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 Most number-one albums




Source:[13][14]


	
The Beatles (19)

	
Jay Z[image: External link] (13)

	
Barbra Streisand[image: External link] (11)

	
Bruce Springsteen[image: External link] (10) (tie)


	
Elvis Presley (10) (tie)


	
Garth Brooks[image: External link] (9) (tie)


	
The Rolling Stones[image: External link] (9) (tie)
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 Most consecutive number-one studio albums




Source:[15][16][17][18]


	
The Beatles (8) (tie)


	
The Rolling Stones[image: External link] (8) (tie)


	
Elton John[image: External link] (7) (tie)


	
Eminem[image: External link] (7) (tie)


	
Kanye West (7) (tie)


	
Metallica[image: External link] (6) (tie)


	
Beyoncé[image: External link] (6) (tie)


	
Dave Matthews Band[image: External link] (6) (tie)
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 Most consecutive studio albums to debut at number-one




Source:[17][19][20] [21]


	
Kanye West (7)

	
Metallica[image: External link] (6) (tie)


	
Beyoncé[image: External link] (6) (tie)


	
Dave Matthews Band[image: External link] (6) (tie)


	
Eminem[image: External link] (6) (tie)


	
Madonna[image: External link] (5) (tie)


	
U2[image: External link] (5) (tie)


	
Disturbed[image: External link] (5) (tie)
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 Most cumulative weeks at number one





	
The Beatles (132)

	
Elvis Presley (67)

	
Michael Jackson (51) (tie)


	
Garth Brooks[image: External link] (51) (tie)


	
Whitney Houston[image: External link] (46) (tie)


	
The Kingston Trio[image: External link] (46) (tie)
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 Most albums in the top 10 simultaneously





	
Prince[image: External link] (5) 2016

	
The Kingston Trio[image: External link] (4 for 5 consecutive weeks) 1959 [22][23][24][25][26]


	
Herb Alpert & the Tijuana Brass[image: External link] (4) 1966

	Peter, Paul & Mary (3)

	
Whitney Houston[image: External link] (3) 2012[27]


	
Led Zeppelin[image: External link] (3) 2014
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 Most albums in the Top 200 simultaneously





	
Prince[image: External link] (19) 2016[28]


	
The Beatles (13) 2014[29]


	
Whitney Houston[image: External link] (10) 2012[30]


	
David Bowie[image: External link] (10) 2016[29]


	
Led Zeppelin[image: External link] (9) 1979[31]


	
Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young[image: External link] (8) 1971[32]


	
The Monkees[image: External link] (7) 1986[33]


	
U2[image: External link] (7)

	
Pearl Jam[image: External link] (7) 2001[34]
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 Album milestones
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 Most weeks at number one





	(54 weeks) West Side Story[image: External link] – Soundtrack (1962–63) - this is its run on the stereo album chart; it was only number one for twelve weeks on the mono album chart

	(37 weeks) Thriller[image: External link] – Michael Jackson (1983–84)


	(31 weeks) Rumours[image: External link] – Fleetwood Mac[image: External link] (1977–78)


	(31 weeks) South Pacific[image: External link] – Soundtrack (1958–59)


	(31 weeks) Calypso[image: External link] – Harry Belafonte[image: External link] (1956–57)


	(24 weeks) 21[image: External link] – Adele[image: External link] (2011–12)


	(24 weeks) Purple Rain[image: External link] – Prince[image: External link] and the Revolution[image: External link]/Soundtrack (1984–85)


	(24 weeks) Saturday Night Fever: The Original Movie Sound Track[image: External link] – Bee Gees[image: External link]/Soundtrack (1978)


	(21 weeks) Please Hammer, Don't Hurt 'Em[image: External link] – MC Hammer[image: External link] (1990)


	(20 weeks) The Bodyguard: Original Soundtrack Album[image: External link] – Whitney Houston[image: External link]/Soundtrack (1992–93)


	(20 weeks) Blue Hawaii[image: External link] – Elvis Presley/Soundtrack (1961–62) - this is its run on the mono album chart; it was only number one for four weeks on the stereo album chart
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 Most weeks on the chart





	Note that totals are for the main albums chart only, catalog chart totals are not factored in.[35]




	(929 weeks) The Dark Side of the Moon[image: External link] – Pink Floyd[image: External link][36]


	(490 weeks) Johnny's Greatest Hits[image: External link] – Johnny Mathis[image: External link]


	(480 weeks) My Fair Lady[image: External link] – Original Cast Recording

	(473 weeks) Legend[image: External link] – Bob Marley and the Wailers[image: External link][37]


	(464 weeks) Journey's Greatest Hits[image: External link] – Journey[image: External link][38]


	(434 weeks) Metallica[image: External link] – Metallica[image: External link][39]


	(402 weeks) Greatest Hits[image: External link] – Guns N' Roses[image: External link][40]


	(365 weeks) Nevermind[image: External link] – Nirvana[image: External link][41]


	(344 weeks) Curtain Call: The Hits[image: External link] – Eminem[image: External link][42]


	(331 weeks) Highlights from the Phantom of the Opera[image: External link] – Original Cast Recording

	(329 weeks) 21[image: External link] – Adele[image: External link]


	(327 weeks) Doo-Wops & Hooligans[image: External link] – Bruno Mars[image: External link]


	(323 weeks) The Eminem Show[image: External link] – Eminem

	(318 weeks) Tapestry[image: External link] – Carole King[image: External link][43]


	(318 weeks) Chronicle: The 20 Greatest Hits[image: External link] – Creedence Clearwater Revival[image: External link]


	(305 weeks) Oklahoma![image: External link] – Soundtrack

	(295 weeks) Heavenly[image: External link] – Johnny Mathis

	(293 weeks) Thriller[image: External link] – Michael Jackson


	(291 weeks) Back in Black[image: External link] – AC/DC[image: External link]


	(289 weeks) Led Zeppelin IV[image: External link] – Led Zeppelin[image: External link][44]


	(288 weeks) The Foundation[image: External link] – Zac Brown Band[image: External link][45]
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 Biggest jumps to number one





	(176–1) Life After Death[image: External link] – The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link] (April 12, 1997)


	(173–1) Vitalogy[image: External link] – Pearl Jam[image: External link] (December 24, 1994)


	(156–1) In Rainbows[image: External link] – Radiohead[image: External link] (January 19, 2008)


	(137–1) Ghetto D[image: External link] – Master P[image: External link] (September 20, 1997)


	(122–1) More of The Monkees[image: External link] – The Monkees[image: External link] (February 11, 1967)


	(112–1) MP da Last Don[image: External link] – Master P[image: External link] (June 20, 1998)


	(98–1) Beatles '65[image: External link] – The Beatles (January 9, 1965)


	(61–1) Help![image: External link] – The Beatles (September 11, 1965)


	(60–1) Rubber Soul[image: External link] – The Beatles (January 8, 1966)


	(53–1) Ballad of the Green Berets – Barry Sadler[image: External link] (March 12, 1966)
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 Biggest drops from number one





	(1–43) This House Is Not for Sale[image: External link] – Bon Jovi[image: External link] (December 3, 2016)


	(1–41) A Pentatonix Christmas[image: External link] – Pentatonix[image: External link][46] (January 21, 2017)


	(1–37) Light Grenades[image: External link] – Incubus[image: External link] (December 23, 2006)


	(1–30) One More Light[image: External link] – Linkin Park[image: External link] (June 17, 2017)


	(1–26) Mission Bell[image: External link] – Amos Lee[image: External link][47] (February 19, 2011)


	(1–26) I Like It When You Sleep, for You Are So Beautiful Yet So Unaware of It[image: External link] – The 1975[image: External link][48] (March 26, 2016)


	(1–25) Showroom of Compassion[image: External link] – Cake[image: External link][49] (February 5, 2011)


	(1–24) Christmas[image: External link] – Michael Bublé[image: External link][50] (January 14, 2012)


	(1–24) Blue Slide Park[image: External link] – Mac Miller[image: External link] (December 3, 2011)


	(1–22) Burning Lights[image: External link] – Chris Tomlin[image: External link][51] (February 2, 2013)


	(1–21) The Golden Age of Grotesque[image: External link] – Marilyn Manson[image: External link] (June 7, 2003)


	(1–20) Walls[image: External link] – Kings of Leon[image: External link][52] (November 12, 2016)
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 Additional milestones





	
Barbra Streisand[image: External link] is the only artist to have number 1 albums in 6 decades. Her first was the 1964 album People[image: External link] and her most recent was the 2016 album Encore: Movie Partners Sing Broadway[image: External link], with a few weeks shy of 52 years between the two hitting number 1.

	The first album to debut at number one was Captain Fantastic and the Brown Dirt Cowboy[image: External link] by Elton John[image: External link].[53] John repeated the same feat with the album Rock of the Westies[image: External link] – the second album to debut at number one – making John the first artist to have two consecutive studio albums debut at number one.[53] Whitney Houston[image: External link]'s second album Whitney[image: External link] was the first album by a female artist to debut at number one.

	In the early 1960s, Bob Newhart[image: External link] had the accomplishment of having the number-one and number-two albums simultaneously on the Billboard albums chart, with The Button-Down Mind of Bob Newhart[image: External link] and The Button-Down Mind Strikes Back! This feat was equaled by The Beatles multiple times. They did this twice in 1964 with Meet The Beatles![image: External link] and Introducing... The Beatles[image: External link], and then with A Hard Day's Night[image: External link] and Something New[image: External link], followed in 1969 with the album The Beatles[image: External link] (commonly known as The White Album) and the soundtrack for the film Yellow Submarine[image: External link]. In 1991, Guns N' Roses[image: External link] held the top two with Use Your Illusion I[image: External link] and Use Your Illusion II[image: External link], in 2004, Nelly[image: External link]'s Suit[image: External link] and Sweat[image: External link] and in 2017, Future's Future[image: External link] and HNDRXX[image: External link].[54]


	As a musician, Paul McCartney[image: External link] has the most number-one albums, with 26. This includes 19 albums from his work with The Beatles (referenced earlier in this article), 2 solo albums, and 5 albums as a part of his 1970s group Wings[image: External link]. John Lennon[image: External link] is in second place with 22, including 19 albums with The Beatles, 2 solo albums, and 1 album credited to him and his wife Yoko Ono[image: External link].

	McCartney also has the most top 10 albums, with 50. This includes 32 with The Beatles (referenced earlier in this article), 8 albums with the group Wings[image: External link], 1 album credited to him and his first wife Linda McCartney[image: External link], and 9 solo albums.[55]


	As of 2008, Pink Floyd[image: External link]'s The Dark Side of the Moon[image: External link] has been on the charts for over 1,630 weeks, or approximately 31 years. Consecutively, the album spent a record 929 weeks on the Billboard 200. The other weeks were spent on the Top Pop Catalog Albums chart. Its closest rival is Bob Marley[image: External link]'s Legend[image: External link], checking in at over 975 weeks (Billboard 200 and Top Pop Catalog Albums combined).

	
Tapestry[image: External link] by Carole King[image: External link] holds the record for most consecutive weeks at number one on the Billboard 200 for any one album by a female solo artist with 15 weeks.[56]


	
Forever Your Girl[image: External link] by Paula Abdul[image: External link] spent 64 consecutive weeks on the Billboard 200 before hitting number one, making it the longest time for an album to reach the number-one spot, while the soundtrack to O Brother, Where Art Thou[image: External link] took 63 weeks to reach number one in 2001 making it the longest run since Nielsen SoundScan began tracking sales.

	The only EPs to reach number one on the chart are Alice in Chains[image: External link]'s Jar of Flies[image: External link] in 1994, Linkin Park[image: External link] and Jay-Z[image: External link]'s collaboration EP, Collision Course[image: External link] in 2004, the cast of the television series Glee[image: External link] with Glee: The Music, The Power of Madonna[image: External link] and Glee: The Music, Journey to Regionals[image: External link] in 2010, and Bad Meets Evil[image: External link]'s Hell: The Sequel[image: External link].

	
The Monkees[image: External link] are the only band to have had four number-one albums in the same year.[57] Elvis Presley,[58] The Kingston Trio[image: External link],[59] The Beatles, and the cast of the television series Glee[image: External link] had three different albums hit number one in the same year. Fourteen artists have had two different albums hit number one in the same year: The Kingston Trio[image: External link] in 1959,[59][60] Beyoncé[image: External link], Led Zeppelin[image: External link], DMX[image: External link], Jay-Z[image: External link], Garth Brooks[image: External link], 2Pac[image: External link], System of a Down[image: External link], Eminem[image: External link], Susan Boyle[image: External link], One Direction[image: External link], Justin Timberlake, Drake[image: External link] and Future.

	
Prince[image: External link] is the only artist to have five albums simultaneously in the top ten, which occurred for a week in May 2016.

	
The Kingston Trio[image: External link] had four albums simultaneously in the top ten, which occurred for five consecutive weeks in November and December 1959.[22][23][24][25][26][61][62] Herb Alpert[image: External link] and The Tijuana Brass matched this with four albums in the Top Ten in April 1966.[63]


	In 2001, Britney Spears[image: External link] became the first female artist in the chart's history to have her first three albums debut at number one. She broke this record two years later with a fourth number-one debut.[64] With the number-one debut of her Circus[image: External link] album in 2008, Spears also became the youngest female artist in history to have five number-one albums.[65] She later beat the record when her 7th studio album, Femme Fatale[image: External link] debuted at number one on April, 2011.

	The first UK solo artist to debut at number one with a debut album is Leona Lewis[image: External link] on April 26, 2008 with the album Spirit[image: External link].[66] The first UK group to debut at number one with a debut album is One Direction[image: External link] on March 31, 2012 with the album Up All Night[image: External link].[67]


	Oldest male to debut at number one: Tony Bennett[image: External link] on October 8, 2011 (85 years, 66 days old) with the album Duets II[image: External link]. He was born August 3, 1926. Later, he surpassed his own record when his collaborative album with Lady Gaga, Cheek to Cheek[image: External link] debuted at number one on October 11, 2014 (88 years, 69 days old).

	Oldest female to debut at number one: Barbra Streisand[image: External link] on September 17, 2016 (74 years, 146 days old) with the album Encore: Movie Partners Sing Broadway[image: External link]. She was born April 24, 1942.

	The issue dated July 11, 2009 was the first time any catalog album outsold the number-one album on the Billboard 200. Three of Michael Jackson's albums (Number Ones[image: External link], The Essential Michael Jackson[image: External link] and Thriller[image: External link]) claimed positions 1-3 respectively on Top Pop Catalog Albums and Top Comprehensive Albums in the week following Jackson's death.[68][69]


	With 24 weeks at number one for her album 21[image: External link], Adele[image: External link] holds the record for the longest time for a solo album by a female to remain at the top of the Billboard 200. This run was concurrent with her three number-one singles on the Hot 100. 21 also holds the record for the longest time for an album by a female solo artist to remain on the Billboard albums chart, with over six years.

	In 2012, Adam Lambert[image: External link] became the first openly gay[image: External link] musician to debut at No. 1 with his album Trespassing[image: External link].[70]


	There have been 23 albums released on an independent label[image: External link] to reach No. 1 on the Billboard 200.[71]


	As of September 27, 2015, only fourteen artists had topped the Billboard 200 without having had any singles appear on the Hot 100: Van Cliburn[image: External link], Bob Newhart[image: External link], Judy Garland[image: External link] (who had hit singles which predated the Hot 100), Vaughn Meader[image: External link], Frank Fontaine[image: External link], Blind Faith[image: External link], Pantera[image: External link], Bob Carlisle[image: External link] (whose hit song "Butterfly Kisses[image: External link]" was ineligible for the Hot 100 but charted on radio airplay charts), Il Divo[image: External link], Slipknot[image: External link], Vampire Weekend[image: External link], The Decemberists[image: External link], Amos Lee[image: External link] and Lecrae[image: External link].[72] Jackie Gleason[image: External link], at least for a time, held the record for the most albums to top the Billboard 200 without charting any songs in the top 40 of the Hot 100; three of Gleason's mood music albums topped the Billboard 200 in the mid-1950s.[73]


	As of December 18, 2013, Beyoncé[image: External link] became the only female artist to have her first 5 studio albums debut at No. 1 on the Billboard 200 chart, following the release of her self-titled album Beyoncé[image: External link].[18]


	
One Direction[image: External link] became the first group in history to debut at No. 1 with its first three albums when Midnight Memories[image: External link] debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 dated December 14, 2013. They later became the first group to debut at No. 1 with their first four albums when Four[image: External link] debuted atop the chart on November 26, 2014.[74]


	
Led Zeppelin[image: External link] hold the record for the longest gap between an album returning to the Top 10. Led Zeppelin[image: External link] first hit the Top 10 on the Billboard Top LP's chart for the week ending 17 May 1969 and returned 45 years and 35 days later at No.7, on the Billboard 200, for the week ending 21 June 2014.

	On May 1, 2016, Beyoncé broke the record she previously set in 2013, by becoming the only female artist to have her first 6 studio albums debut at No. 1 on the Billboard 200 chart, following the release of her sixth studio album Lemonade[image: External link]. Beyoncé also becomes the first and only artist in Billboard chart history to have all of her studio albums debut at No. 1, breaking a tied record with DMX.

	On May 22, 2016, Coloring Book[image: External link] by Chance the Rapper became the first streaming-only album to chart on the Billboard 200, debuting at No. 8, with the album being streamed 57.3 million times in its first week, which was equivalent to 38,000 units sold.[75]


	On March 18, 2017, Future made history by achieving back-to-back No. 1 album debuts in successive weeks with Future[image: External link] and HNDRXX[image: External link] for the first time in the chart's history.[54]
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Believe (Justin Bieber album)






Believe is the third studio album by Canadian singer Justin Bieber, released on June 15, 2012, by Island Records. Looking to transition from the teen pop styles of his two-piece debut effort My World (2009) and My World 2.0 (2010), Bieber opted to create a follow-up record that featured more prominent elements of dance-pop and contemporary R&B. As executive producers[image: External link], mentor Usher[image: External link] and manager Scooter Braun enlisted collaborators including Darkchild, Hit-Boy, Diplo and Max Martin[image: External link] with the intention of creating a mature-sounding project.

Upon its release, Believe received generally favorable reviews from music critics[image: External link], who appreciated its progression from Bieber's earlier works. It debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200 with first-week sales of 374,000 copies, and was later certified platinum[image: External link] by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) for sales exceeding one million units. Internationally, the record enjoyed similar success. It debuted atop the Canadian Albums Chart, where it eventually attained double-platinum recognition. The album additionally debuted at number one on the UK Albums Chart[image: External link], and was later certified gold there. According to the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry (IFPI), Believe was the sixth global best-selling album of 2012 with sales of three million copies.[1]

Five singles were released from Believe, several of which became international successes. Its lead single[image: External link] "Boyfriend" peaked at number two on the US Billboard Hot 100, and reached number one on the Canadian Hot 100. Follow-ups "As Long as You Love Me" and "Beauty and a Beat" performed moderately worldwide, and positioned within the top-ten in the United States and Canada. "Right Here" received little promotion, consequentially peaking in the lower end of the Billboard Hot 100, while the final single "All Around the World" performed moderately in most markets. The project was additionally promoted through the Believe Tour in 2012 and 2013. The remix album[image: External link] Believe Acoustic was released in January 2013.



TOP
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 Background




On March 2, 2012, Bieber appeared on The Ellen DeGeneres Show to announce that the first single from his upcoming album would be called "Boyfriend"; it was released on March 26, 2012.[2] The song was written by Bieber and Mike Posner[image: External link], and produced by Posner and Mason Levy.

Bieber also invited his fans to participate in one of the creative decisions for the "Boyfriend" single. Two potential cover arts were published on Bieber's website, and fans were encouraged to vote for which one they preferred. The cover with the most votes became the official cover for the single.[3]
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 Singles




Bieber announced via Twitter that the first single off his upcoming third studio album, Believe will be released in March 2012.[4] On March 1, 2012, Bieber appeared on The Ellen DeGeneres Show to announce that the first single from his upcoming album, Believe, will be called "Boyfriend" and was released on March 26, 2012.[5] The song was written by Bieber and Mike Posner[image: External link], and produced by Posner and Mason Levy. Two cover arts were published on Bieber's website, and fans were encouraged to vote for which cover they would preferred; with the most votes for cover and it will become the official cover of for the single. "Boyfriend" reached number two on the Billboard Hot 100. It also reached the top ten in several countries worldwide.[3]

Island Def Jam confirmed on June 26, 2012 that "As Long as You Love Me" featuring Big Sean, which was previously released as the third and final promo single as part of the iTunes album countdown to Believe, will now be released as the official second single off the album. It will officially impact U.S. Top 40/Mainstream and Rhythmic radio on July 10, 2012.[6][7]

"Beauty and a Beat", is the third single off Believe. It was released on November 13, 2012 and features vocals from rapper Nicki Minaj[image: External link]. It has so far peaked at 5 in the US.

"Right Here" featuring Drake was released as the fourth U.S. single, impacting U.S. Rhythmic radio on February 5, 2013.

"All Around the World" which was released as a promotional single, was then released as the fourth international single from Believe. It was released in the US on February 26, 2013 as the fifth and final US single[8] and in the UK on April 1, 2013[9]
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 Promotional singles




The first promotional single from the album, the Rodney Jerkins, Dennis Aganee Jenkins, Travis Sayles-produced "Die in Your Arms", was released to iTunes on May 29, 2012.[10] The song samples Michael Jackson's "We've Got a Good Thing Going" and was written with ten co-writers. The second promo single "All Around the World", which features Ludacris, was released on iTunes on June 4, 2012.[11] "As Long as You Love Me" featuring Big Sean was released on June 11, 2012, as the third promotional single.[12][13]
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 Other songs




On May 7, 2012, Bieber announced that he would release a song titled "Turn to You (Mother's Day Dedication)" on May 11, 2012 for Mother's Day[image: External link] weekend. He stated that the proceeds of the song would go to help single mothers.[14] Although some had suspected it would, "Turn to You (Mother's Day Dedication)" did not make the final track listing for Believe. It was revealed during Bieber's interview with Fuse, that he collaborated with Lil Wayne on a song called "Backpack" that would be included on a "repackaged" version of the album.[15] "Right Here", featuring Drake[image: External link], also debuted at number 95 on the Hot 100. "Be Alright" was not released as a single from the album but was certified Gold in Denmark.[16]
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 Critical reception




Believe has received generally favorable reviews from music critics[image: External link]. At Metacritic, which assigns a normalized[image: External link] rating out of 100 to reviews from mainstream critics, the album received an average[image: External link] score of 68, based on 14 reviews, which indicates "generally favorable reviews".[18]

While BBC Music[image: External link] noted Bieber's ongoing "tween appeal,"[21] it also examined his gradual stylist evolution from his previous album. The New York Times noted the search for maturity Bieber exhibited. It complimented the natural strength of his voice, which did not need as much technical enhancement as it did previously.[29] However, Slant Magazine[image: External link] criticized the production's need to "slice, dice, and Auto-Tune[image: External link] [Bieber's] notes into shape"[28] Entertainment Weekly praised the pop star's evolution, calling the album both a "reinvention and a reintroduction."[22] Rolling Stone noted the deeper voice and more intense beats found on the album, although it lampooned one of his euphemisms for newfound sexual maturity.[27]

The New York Times noted the difficulty Bieber faced in creating the album—a tension between his love of R&B and the profitability of pop music—while suggesting that his "savvy compromises" made the conflict manageable."[29] Entertainment Weekly praised the variety of audiences for the album, calling it "the rare album that tries to be everything to everyone and largely succeeds."[22]

Reviews of the vocals on specific songs were mixed. The New York Times review complained of certain songs where Bieber "sounded bored" and unlike himself, although other tracks were said to show him when he "leans on his instincts." The review credited Bieber for his "limber and wounded" vocals. It suggested that Bieber's voice would continue to evolve, and that in a few years it could fully express "angst". It said Bieber was "more credible when begging or retreating",[29] while BBC Music stated similarly that "his confidence, for the most part, [is] played down."[21]

A large number of reviews compared Bieber to Justin Timberlake,[21][27][29][30] a once-teenage pop star who achieved great success during his evolution from teenage boy band member to young adult. Most found the situations very different, saying Bieber was better suited to pursuing his own style rather than follow in the footsteps of Timberlake. The New York Times, however, complimented his references to Michael Jackson as aspirational.[29] Meanwhile, reviewers tended to Dislike Bieber's work with other pop stars. BBC Music said that, despite an abundance of guest contributors, Bieber is "overshadowed."[21]

Assessments of the long-term impact of the album generally avoided calling Believe a revolutionary step forward. The Independent[image: External link] roundly criticized the artist's lack of innovation, calling it a "pitifully timid affair".[23] The New York Times noted that while Bieber was not ushering in radical changes to pop music, he was at least playing to his personal strengths. Billboard noted the singer's potential with future releases, pointing out "multiple songs that hint at what Bieber could become someday."[30]
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 Commercial performance




Believe debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 with first-week sales of 374,000. It was Bieber's fourth number-one album.[31] It dropped two spots in its second week to number three with sales of 115,000 copies.[32] Believe was certified platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) on July 31, 2012,[33] and has sold 1,610,000 copies in the US as of December 2015[34]

The album sold 57,000 copies in its first week in Canada, debuting atop the Canadian Albums Chart.[35] In the following week, the album fell to number two selling 18,000 copies, behind Linkin Park[image: External link]'s Living Things[image: External link].[36] It also debuted at number one on the UK Albums Chart[image: External link] with sales of 38,115 copies, making Bieber the second youngest male solo artist ever to reach number one.[37] In Japan, the album entered the Oricon Weekly Albums Chart[image: External link] at number seven, selling 13,886 copies.[38] As of July 26, 2012, the album has sold over 98,000 copies in Canada.[39] In Brazil, the album was certified platinum by Associação Brasileira dos Produtores de Discos[image: External link] (ABPD) within three days of release. The album debuted at number-one in Mexico[image: External link] and was later certified Platinum by Asociación Mexicana de Productores de Fonogramas y Videogramas[image: External link] ending the year as the 14th best selling of 2012.[40] In November 2013, Universal Music México[image: External link] awarded Bieber with a triple platinum certification for sales of over 180,000 copies as well as over 300,000 digital tracks.[41]
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 Believe Acoustic




Main article: Believe Acoustic


On December 14, 2012, Bieber announced on The Ellen Show[image: External link] that he would be releasing an acoustic album of Believe. It was released on January 29, 2013.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Track listing






	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"All Around the World" (featuring Ludacris)
	


	Justin Bieber

	Nasri Atweh[image: External link]

	Adam Messinger[image: External link]

	Nolan Lambroza[image: External link]

	Christopher Bridges






	


	Messinger

	Nasri

	Lambroza

	Kuk Harrell[image: External link] (vocal)






	4:04



	2.
	"Boyfriend"
	


	Bieber

	Mike Posner[image: External link]

	Mason Levy

	Matthew Musto






	


	Posner

	MdL

	Harrell (vocal)






	2:51



	3.
	"As Long as You Love Me" (featuring Big Sean)
	


	Rodney "Darkchild" Jerkins

	Andre Lindal[image: External link]

	Atweh

	Bieber

	Sean Anderson






	


	Jerkins

	Lindal

	Harrell (vocal)






	3:49



	4.
	"Catching Feelings"
	


	Bieber

	Patrick "j.Que" Smith[image: External link]

	Antonio Dixon

	Eric Dawkins[image: External link]

	Damon Thomas[image: External link]

	Kenneth Edmonds[image: External link]






	


	The Pentagon

	Smith

	Harrell (vocal)






	3:54



	5.
	"Take You"
	


	Bieber

	Raphaël Judrin[image: External link]

	Pierre-Antoine Melki[image: External link]

	Ross Golan[image: External link]

	James "JHart" Abrahart[image: External link]

	Alex Dezen[image: External link]

	Ben Maddahi[image: External link]






	


	SoFly & Nius[image: External link]

	Harrell (vocal)







	3:40



	6.
	"Right Here" (featuring Drake[image: External link])
	


	Bieber

	Aubrey Graham[image: External link]

	Chauncey Hollis

	Eric Bellinger[image: External link]






	


	Hit-Boy

	Harrell (vocal)






	3:24



	7.
	"Fall"
	


	Bieber

	Levy

	Jacob Luttrell






	


	MdL

	Luttrell

	Harrell (vocal)






	4:08



	8.
	"Die in Your Arms"
	


	Jerkins

	Dennis "Aganee" Jenkins

	Travis Sayles

	Thomas Lumpkins

	Kelly Lumpkins

	Bieber

	Berry Gordy[image: External link]

	Alphonso Mizell[image: External link]

	Freddie Perren[image: External link]

	Deke Richards[image: External link]

	Herb Rooney[image: External link]






	


	Jerkins

	Jenkins

	Sayles

	Harrell (vocal)






	3:57



	9.
	"Thought of You"
	


	Bieber

	Ariel Rechtshaid[image: External link]

	Thomas Pentz

	Bellinger






	


	Rechtshaid

	Diplo

	Harrell (vocal)






	3:50



	10.
	"Beauty and a Beat" (featuring Nicki Minaj[image: External link])
	


	Max Martin[image: External link]

	Anton Zaslavski[image: External link]

	Savan Kotecha[image: External link]

	Onika Maraj[image: External link]






	


	Martin

	Zedd[image: External link],

	Harrell (vocal)







	3:48



	11.
	"One Love"
	


	Bieber

	Brandon Green[image: External link]






	


	Bei Maejor[image: External link]

	Harrell (vocal)







	3:54



	12.
	"Be Alright"
	


	Bieber

	Dan Kanter[image: External link]






	


	Bieber

	Kanter

	Harrell (vocal)






	3:09



	13.
	"Believe"
	


	Bieber

	Atweh

	Messinger

	Lambroza

	Tucker Band (Jonny Griffen, Danny Wilson, Darren Black, Graeme Hogg)






	


	Messinger

	Nasri

	Harrell (vocal)






	3:42






	iTunes Store bonus track



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	14.
	"Love Me Like You Do"
	


	Bieber

	Green






	


	Bei Maejor

	Harrell (vocal)






	4:39






	Swedish bonus track/Spotify bonus track



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	14.
	"Fairytale" (featuring Jaden Smith[image: External link])
	


	Bieber

	Jaden Smith

	Bernard Harvey[image: External link]

	Anthony L. Saunders






	Harv & S
	3:12






	Claire's[image: External link] exclusive bonus track



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	14.
	"Boyfriend (Vice Remix)"
	


	Bieber

	Posner

	Levy

	Musto






	


	Posner

	MdL

	Oliver Vice

	Harrell (vocal)






	4:46






	Deluxe edition bonus tracks



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	14.
	"Out of Town Girl"
	


	Bieber

	Kenneth Coby[image: External link]

	Graham Edwards[image: External link]

	Liam Joseph Horne






	Soundz[image: External link], Harrell (vocal)
	3:33



	15.
	"She Don't Like the Lights"
	


	Jerkins

	Lindal

	Tiyon Mack

	Bieber






	


	Jerkins

	Lindal

	Harrell (vocal)






	3:59



	16.
	"Maria"
	


	Jerkins

	August Rigo[image: External link]

	Bieber

	Scooter Braun






	


	Jerkins

	Harrell (vocal)






	4:08






	Japanese deluxe edition and tour edition bonus track[42][43]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	17.
	"Just Like Them"
	


	Bieber

	Atweh

	Harvey

	Saunders






	Harv & S
	2:52





	Notes[44]





	"Die in Your Arms" contains samples of the recording "We Got a Good Thing Going[image: External link]" as performed by Michael Jackson, and written by Berry Gordy[image: External link], Alphonso Mizell[image: External link], Freddie Perren[image: External link], and Deke Richards[image: External link]. It also contains samples of the recording "Synthetic Substitution[image: External link]" as performed by Melvin Bliss[image: External link] as written by Herb Rooney[image: External link].
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 Personnel




Credits for Believe adapted from album liner notes.[44]



	Justin Bieber – lead vocals, backing vocals, producer

	Michael Alexander – international marketing

	Wil Anspach – assistant engineer

	
Big Sean – rap

	Delbert Bowers – mixing assistant

	
Scott "Scooter" Braun – executive producer

	Andre "Drizza Don" Bridges – engineer

	Brandon N. Caddell – assistant engineer

	Matt Champlin – co-mixing, engineer

	Ariel Chobaz – vocal engineer

	Thomas Cullison – assistant engineer

	
Eric Dawkins[image: External link] – backing vocals

	Deanna DellaCioppa – backing vocals

	
Diplo – producer

	Antonio Dixon – additional instruments

	Sevada Djavadghazaryans – engineer

	
Drake[image: External link] – rap

	
Graham Edwards[image: External link] – guitar

	Dammo Farmer – bass

	Chris Galland – mixing assistant

	Corey Gamble – production A&R coordinator

	Serban Ghenea – mixing

	Ryan Good – creative director

	David Grant – marketing

	Josh Gudwin – engineer

	Kenny Hamilton – A&R

	John Hanes – mix engineer

	
Kuk Harrell[image: External link] – album producer, backing vocals, vocal producer

	Trehy Harris – mixing assistant

	Christopher Hicks – album producer

	
Hit-Boy – producer

	
DJ Tay James – scratches

	
Jaycen Joshua[image: External link] – mixing

	Dennis "Agsfuction

	
Dan Kanter[image: External link] – producer

	Kemal + Karla – stylist

	Rob Kinelski – engineer

	Dave Kutch – mastering

	Karen Kwak – A&R

	
Nolan Lambroza[image: External link] – arranger, instruments, producer, programming, vocal arrangement

	
Andre Lindal[image: External link] – producer

	
Ludacris – rap

	Kim Lumpkin – production A&R coordinator

	Thomas Lumpkins – backing vocals

	Jacob Luttrell – producer

	Peter Mack – assistant engineer

	
Bei Maejor[image: External link] – producer

	Fabian Marasciullo – mixing

	Scott Marcus – A&R coordination

	
Manny Marroquin[image: External link] – mixing

	
Max Martin[image: External link] – producer, vocal mixing, vocal producer

	Sarah McCann – A&R coordination

	MdL – producer

	
Adam Messinger[image: External link] – arranger, instruments, producer, programming, vocal arrangement

	
Nicki Minaj[image: External link] – rap

	Greg Morgan – backing vocals, sound design

	Matthew Musto – guitar producer

	
Nasri[image: External link] – additional vocals, arranger, backing vocals, producer, vocal arrangement

	Chris "Tek" O'Ryan – engineer

	The Pentagon – Producer

	Dave Poler – mixing assistant

	
Mike Posner[image: External link] – keyboards, producer

	Vanessa Price – grooming

	
Usher Raymond IV – executive producer

	
Ariel Rechtshaid[image: External link] – producer

	Artie Reynolds – bass

	
August Rigo[image: External link] – backing vocals

	Michael Ripoll – guitar

	
Ramon Rivas – assistant engineer

	Daniela Rivera – additional/assistant engineer

	Todd Russell – art direction, creative director, design

	Travis Sayles – piano, producer, strings

	Gennaro Schiano – assistant engineer

	Scooter Braun Projects – management

	Phil Seaford – mixing assistant

	
j.Que Smith[image: External link] – producer

	
SoFly & Nius[image: External link] – producers

	
Soundz[image: External link] – producer, programming

	Jame creative director, photography production

	
Zedd[image: External link] – instrumental mixing, keyboards, producer, programming
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2012)
	Peak

position



	
Argentine Albums Chart[image: External link][45]

	1



	Australian Albums (ARIA)[46]

	1



	Austrian Albums (Ö3 Austria[image: External link])[47]

	1



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Flanders)[48]

	2



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Wallonia)[49]

	2



	
Canadian Albums Chart[35]

	1



	Croatian Albums Chart[50]

	1



	Czech Albums (ČNS IFPI[image: External link])[51]

	6



	Danish Albums ( Hitlisten[image: External link])[52]

	1



	Dutch Albums ( MegaCharts[image: External link])[53]

	2



	Finnish Albums (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[54]

	3



	French Albums ( SNEP[image: External link])[55]

	3



	German Albums (Offizielle Top 100[image: External link])[56]

	3



	
Greek Albums Chart[image: External link][57]

	1



	Hungarian Albums ( MAHASZ[image: External link])[58]

	18



	Irish Albums ( IRMA[image: External link])[59]

	1



	Italian Albums ( FIMI[image: External link])[60]

	1



	Japanese Albums ( Oricon[image: External link])[38]

	7



	
Mexican Albums Chart[image: External link][61]

	1



	New Zealand Albums ( RMNZ[image: External link])[62]

	1



	Norwegian Albums ( VG-lista[image: External link])[63]

	1



	Polish Albums ( ZPAV[image: External link])[64]

	4



	Portuguese Albums ( AFP[image: External link])[65]

	2



	
Russian Albums Chart[image: External link][66]

	25



	Scottish Albums ( OCC[image: External link])[67]

	3



	South African Albums ( RISA[image: External link])[68]

	4



	Spanish Albums ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[69]

	1



	Swedish Albums ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[70]

	1



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[71]

	3



	UK Albums ( OCC[image: External link])[72]

	1



	US Billboard 200[31]

	1
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2012)
	Position



	Australian Albums Chart[73]

	29



	Belgian Albums Chart (Flanders)[74]

	44



	Belgian Albums Chart (Wallonia)[75]

	63



	Canadian Albums Chart[76]

	9



	Danish Albums Chart[77]

	10



	Dutch Albums Chart[78]

	62



	French Albums Chart[79]

	131



	Mexican Albums Chart[80]

	14



	Spanish Albums Chart[81]

	31



	Swedish Albums Chart[82]

	22



	Swiss Albums Chart[83]

	96



	US Billboard 200[84]

	11
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[85]

	Platinum
	70,000^




	Brazil (Pro-Música Brasil[image: External link])[86]

	3× Platinum
	120,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[87]

	2× Platinum
	179,000[88]




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[89]

	2× Platinum
	40,000^




	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[90]

	Gold
	7,500^




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[91]

	Platinum
	60,000*




	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[92]

	3× Platinum
	180,000^




	New Zealand (RMNZ)[93]

	Gold
	7,500^




	Norway (IFPI Norway)[94]

	2× Platinum
	60,000*




	Poland ( ZPAV[image: External link])[95]

	Platinum
	20,000*




	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[96]

	Gold
	20,000^




	Sweden ( GLF[image: External link])[97]

	Platinum
	40,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[98]

	Gold
	100,000^




	United States (RIAA)[99]

	3xPlatinum
	3,000,000[34]




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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 Release history






	Region
	Date
	Label



	Australia[100]

	June 15, 2012
	Universal Music



	Germany[101]




	Ireland[102]

	
Def Jam, Mercury[image: External link]




	United Kingdom[103]

	June 18, 2012



	Philippines[104]

	MCA Music[image: External link]



	United States[105]

	June 19, 2012
	
Schoolboy[image: External link], RBMG[image: External link], Island




	Poland[106]

	Universal Music



	Japan[107]

	June 20, 2012





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also







	

	List of UK Albums Chart number ones of the 2010s[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums in Norway[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2012 (Australia)[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2012 (Canada)[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2012 (Ireland)[image: External link]




	

	List of number-one albums of 2012 (Mexico)[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2012 (Spain)[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2012 (U.S.)[image: External link]

	List of number-one hits of 2012 (Austria)[image: External link]

	List of number-one hits of 2012 (Italy)[image: External link]
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Purpose (Justin Bieber album)






Purpose is the fourth studio album by Canadian singer and songwriter Justin Bieber. It was released on November 13, 2015 by Def Jam Recordings and School Boy Records. It serves as the follow-up to Bieber's third studio album Believe (2012), and it was developed after the release of his collection Journals[image: External link] (2013), which saw him in a more R&B direction. The album was created over a period of two years, in which Bieber struggled to find a musical direction for recording, scrapping each of these tracks many times. The album features guest vocals from Travis Scott[image: External link], Big Sean & Halsey[image: External link], and production help from Skrillex[image: External link] & Diplo. With the help of his personal friend and frequent collaborator Jason Boyd[image: External link], Bieber started writing and recording with the idea of making an inspirational album that could encourage people through uplifting messages during a period of all his media scrutiny and his involvement in various misdemeanours; as well as his relationship with his former girlfriend Selena Gomez.

While working with producer[image: External link] Skrillex[image: External link], who has also been working along with his then-partner Diplo into their project Jack Ü, releasing their top 10 single "Where Are Ü Now" (2015), featuring Bieber's vocals, Bieber found the record's sonic direction and worked with Skrillex on a handful of the album's songs. Purpose was described as a mix of dance-pop and EDM music as well as including influences of tropical house[image: External link] in some tracks and live instruments such as acoustic guitars[image: External link] in some others, while lyrically addressing subjects such as apologies[image: External link] and faith[image: External link]. The album received generally favorable reviews from most critics[image: External link], who praised its sound and deemed it his best album to date. Other critics, however, criticized its lyrical content, felt that the album focused excessively on his requests for apologies, and found him tiring.

The album debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200, selling 522,000 copies in its first week of release, giving Bieber the largest first-week sales of his career and his sixth number-one album in the United States. Elsewhere, it reached the top of the charts in other eleven countries. Four singles have been released from the album so far: "What Do You Mean?", "Sorry", "Love Yourself" and "Company". The first three singles reached number one on both the US Billboard Hot 100 and the UK Singles Chart, where the singer broke chart records, and in other countries. To promote the album, Bieber gave several televised interviews and performances, as well as releasing "dance videos" for all of the album's tracks in a project called "Purpose: The Movement". He also embarked on his Purpose World Tour in 2016. According to the IFPI, Purpose was the fourth best-selling album of 2015 with worldwide sales of 3.1 million copies.[7]

Purpose was nominated for Album of the Year[image: External link] and Best Pop Vocal Album[image: External link] at the 59th Grammy Awards[image: External link], while "Love Yourself" was nominated for Song of the Year[image: External link] and Best Pop Solo Performance[image: External link].[8] The previous year he won Best Dance Recording with Diplo and Skrillex for "Where Are Ü Now".[9]
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 Background




While promoting his third studio album, Believe (2012), with its Believe Tour throughout 2012 and 2013, Bieber started recording songs on the tour and confirmed in January 2013 that he was writing for a new album.[10] Five months later he confirmed a new album for 2013,[11] with his manager announcing they were going to think outside the box and release a different type of album.[12] In October 2013, Bieber started the "Music Mondays" project, a ten-week digital download campaign in which one new song was released every Monday night. After the completion of the project, in December 2013, Bieber released the ten songs from the campaign along with new tracks in a limited-edition collection called Journals.[13] Quickly afterwards in January 2014, record producer Douglas Romanow announced that Bieber was recording new music with him.[14] In the same month, Jason "Poo Bear" Boyd[image: External link], who previously worked on the majority of songs on Journals, started recording heavily with the singer as well.[15] The next month, the singer confirmed he was recording new music.[16] In March 2014, he posted on his Instagram[image: External link] a preview of a song called "Life Is Worth Living",[17] while in April, he promised on his Twitter about his new music and that it would be the "best" he had ever made, while working in the recording studio on the album.[18]
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 Writing and recording




For over a few months, he continued to teased these snippets of new songs on his social media,[19][20] as well as possible collaborators, such as Ariana Grande[image: External link],[21] T-Pain[image: External link],[22] Cody Simpson and others.[23] With Simpson, he planned to release an acoustic collaboration album,[24] but decided to cancel; instead they released a single called "Home to Mama" in November 2014.[25] His label also organized writing camps with a handful of songwriters to write songs for the singer, however he didn't feel connected with the songs.[15] In November 2014, it was reported that American DJs and producers Diplo and Skrillex[image: External link] were working with Bieber on the album.[26] Eventually, he promised a new album for 2015, declaring that it was going to be "a great new chapter for me."[27][28] In January 2015, his manager Scooter Braun shared on his Instagram a picture of Bieber with record producer Rick Rubin[image: External link],[29] while in March 2015, in an interview for USA Today, Bieber announced he was working with Kanye West.[30] During the interview, he also revealed that he had to redo the whole album since "it didn't match up to where I am now and where my head's at." According to himself, "What you are thinking about all the time is what you write, and now that I'm thinking about more positive things, it completely changes my music.[30]

In a July interview, he talked about working with Skrillex, saying: "Skrillex is a genius. He's super futuristic and I just love his sounds. I think being able to incorporate that sound with what I’m doing has been super cool because it's like new and fresh, and I feel like no one's done it before."[31] Skrillex also commented about working with Bieber, explaining: "I heard some well-written songs that were really good that they wanted me to do production on and from there, we wrote some new songs. It was an opportunity to try some stuff that I had never done before and we ended up making something really unique."[32] Bieber also commented about West, declaring: "I've been in the studio with him for the past month or so. I think that he just pushes you. He definitely wants it to be my way and my direction and he doesn't want to steal what I want...that's why artists love to go to him, because he pulls something out of you that other people don't."[33] In August 2015, Billboard reported that Bieber was also working with Mason "MdL" Levy and Semi Precious Weapons[image: External link]' Justin Tranter[image: External link].[34] In October 2015, his manager teased a possible collaboration with American singer Halsey[image: External link],[35] while Bieber confirmed that British singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran[image: External link] wrote a song for the album.[36]
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 Composition




In August 2015, Jason Lipshut of Billboard reported that the album was "apparently [going to be] a mix of EDM and pop following the downbeat acoustic-R&B of his 2013 project 'Journals'."[34] Lipshut also noted that "sources say that the new album will include multiple piano ballads[image: External link] in which Bieber reflects upon his personal missteps, as well as spoken-word outros[image: External link] where he directly addresses his fans."[34] In an interview during the Wango Tango[image: External link] festival, Bieber talked about the album's direction, saying: "Overall, I'm just happy with the place I'm at creatively. I feel like this is probably the best I've been. There's not really a direction. It's like, uplifting music that people can dance to...it's a little different, it's really uplifting and people are going to smile when they listen to it."[33] When asked if the song "Where Are Ü Now", previously released as a single from Jack Ü (a duo between DJs and the album's collaborators Diplo and Skrillex[image: External link]) which features Bieber, would be indicative of the sound on the album, he responded that the album would have "'snippets of that type of stuff' (presumably EDM) but that that would be 'really musical [with] a lot of real instrumentation'."[33] He also commented that he was "trying to have a consistent sound and I get kind of depressed cause I’m so... like, I want it to work so badly. You know I want people to love it, and inspire people and sometimes I feel like, is this good enough? Is this the direction I want to go?."[31] Purpose blends dance beats, EDM vibes with stripped-down R&B ballads.[37][38] The album also makes use of atmospheric instruments as well as hi-hats[image: External link], bass[image: External link] and synths[image: External link].[37][38]

The intro track "Mark My Words" was considered a prelude[image: External link] into the album's overall sound: a "mix of both up-beat and mellow tracks with striking production and songwriting,"[39] with Bieber using his falsetto[image: External link].[40] "I'll Show You" was considered a "chilled-out EDM ballad,"[37] having atmospheric synthesizers, fat bass, snapping trap percussion, and sheets of cascading synths.[41] "What Do You Mean" and "Sorry" were both considered tropical house[image: External link] songs,[42][43] with the former using "pan flute[image: External link] and piano[image: External link]"[41] while having "hints of dark electropop[image: External link]"[39] and the latter having dancehall[image: External link] influences.[37] The album also features the Euro disco[image: External link] track "Children",[44] the funky disco pop "Been You" and "Get Used to It",[42] the "airy, dubsteppy"[45] and "dark pop" "The Feeling",[46] as well as "Where Are Ü Now", which initially was a slow piano ballad[image: External link] named "The Most", which is available in its original format on some editions of the album, and was transformed in an EDM track that both Skrillex and Diplo "took a lot of his vocals and [...] added natural harmonies," as well as "taking Justin's vocals as he's singing 'I need you the most' and distorting it," which made people believe it was a " dolphin[image: External link] sound."[47]

In contrast to the dance-oriented songs present on the album, Purpose also features an acoustic pop[image: External link] song, "Love Yourself",[46] which has minimal arrangement, using a guitar and a "brief flurry of trumpets[image: External link]"[48] and folk[image: External link] influence, as well as the piano ballads "Life Is Worth Living" and the title track, "Purpose".[38] Meanwhile, "Company" blends electropop[image: External link] and R&B,[40][44] and it was compared to Bieber's previous release, Journals (2013).[39] "No Pressure" is a "dreamy"[41] R&B track which features rapper Big Sean,[37] who previously worked with Bieber on Believe's "As Long As You Love Me[image: External link]" and Journals' "Memphis", and has an "elastic guitar riff"[40] and "shimmering, processed acoustic guitar."[42] "No Sense" is a hip-hop[image: External link] tinged track, with bass-riddled synthesizers[40] and influences of trap music[image: External link], mostly due to Travis Scott[image: External link]'s appearance.[39] His rap was noted for being using auto-tune[image: External link] in excess,[38] while Bieber's vocals were compared to those of Justin Timberlake.[46] "We Are" and "Trust" also rely on hip-hop, with the first featuring a "heavy background looping" and the last "sharp production sounds and switches in flow," with a Drake[image: External link]-influence.[39] "Hit the Ground", included on the Walmart[image: External link] and Japanese editions, features "organic shifts in tempo" and "Skrillex's imaginative drop," which was compared to "chip-tune bagpipes." [41]
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 Themes and lyrical content




While being asked about the themes on the album in an interview for The Fader[image: External link], Jason "Poo Bear" Boyd, one of the album's main songwriters, claimed: "It's about keeping in mind and in tune with what's going on with Justin. Just being honest. We really set up for this project to be inspirational. If we talked about a girl, it was something that just happened. Overall, we touch on his personal life like his relationship issues, but at the same time, it's a healthy balance of inspirational music[image: External link]. We're just thinking about making sure that it's not negative, but uplifting. Even the music that talks about his relationships[image: External link], it's feel-good music. It's nothing that will make you depressed."[15] In an interview for USA Today, Bieber himself declared that the song on the album are "bout growing, being in touch with yourself. What can I say, it's life experiences, and knowing that you can and get back up and keep going. Hope and faith, that's what's gotten me through this too, my faith. What I believe in. You're around some people sometimes and it might taint what you believe. I think that's what happened with me, I lowered my beliefs."[30] When asked about inspirations for the album and if his former girlfriend Selena Gomez inspired him, he admitted: "A lot of my inspiration comes from her. It was a long relationship and a relationship that created heartbreak and created happiness, and a lot of different emotions that I wanted to write about. So there's a lot of that on this album."[33]
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 Songs




Purpose was considered by The Guardian's Caroline Sullivan as an album with the songs serving as "a regretful look back and a fresh start."[49] The album's themes were also seen as a "giant apology – to his ex, Selena Gomez, and to his public, for various well-documented misdemeanours."[50] As described by Complex[image: External link]'s Sheldon Pearce, "Purpose is, at its core, a formal request for a pardon through music."[40] The album's opening track, "Mark My Words", is a solemn plea[image: External link],[40] where he promises to "give you all I got," and "let his actions speak louder than his words."[51] In "I'll Show You", an open letter to fans,[40] offers "an autobiographical glimpse into the difficulty of growing up in the public eye."[51] "What Do You Mean?" was described as "self-professed men's anthem for not being able to figure out the opposite sex,"[44] while "Sorry" asks "a sincere apology directed to what can be presumed is a former love"[38] in attempt at a course correction.[41] "Love Yourself" was noted for being a "deadpan kiss-off to a snobby ex,"[46] with some critics noting that the real meaning "hidden under the deceptive title 'Love Yourself' is "f**k yourself".[44] "Company", the album's sixth track, "looks forward to getting to know someone attractive, but also sets some healthy boundaries for doing so,"[51] while "No Pressure" "invites an ex back into relationship, but insists, 'I don't wanna add to your pain at all',[51] while Big Sean references Yoko Ono[image: External link], Street Fighter[image: External link] and TV series[image: External link] Empire[image: External link].[52] The eighth track "No Sense" "talks about sharing a bed with a woman",[51] with Travis Scott rapping "lines about how he misses being 'boo'ed up'."[38]

The ninth track "The Feeling" "touches on questioning the overwhelming and emotional rush of falling in love[image: External link],"[39] with Bieber and Halsey asking themselves: "Am I in love or am I in love with the feeling?."[51] "Life Is Worth Living" finds Bieber "mull[ing] redemption[image: External link] and forgiveness[image: External link] [...] saying that you can crucify him but 'only God can judge me'." [52] According to one of its songwriters, Jason Boyd, "[It's a] positive record that says life is worth living, we're supposed to live. We're supposed to be here. [...] People making mistakes, learning from them, and not letting that be it, but say, 'You know what? I'm not gonna do that again. Life is worth living, I'm not just gonna give up just because I fell. I'm gonna try harder because my life is worth it.' It just has such a positive meaning, I feel like it's gonna save a lot of lives."[15] "Where Are Ü Now" "talks about caring and praying for an ex who didn't return the favor,"[51] "Children" has a social consciousness[image: External link] message and "advocates for making the world a better place for its youngest residents"[51] and was unfavorably compared to Michael Jackson's tracks "Man In the Mirror[image: External link] and "Earth Song[image: External link]".[42][50][53][54][55] The title track, "Purpose", "recounts a time that he was at the end of his rope, but God blessed him with purpose."[52] It ends with a "lengthy voiceover" thoughts about God[image: External link].[51] "Get Used To It" has "euphemisms about blooming flowers and exploding fireworks," "We Are" features Nas in lines about serendipity and doing yoga," "Trust" talks about "still believing in love",[38] and "All In It" "reflects on trusting God to fill him up inside" and has a spoken outro where he declares that "God is perfect and he never disappoints, so I just get my recognition from Him and give Him my recognition."[51]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Titling and artwork




According to Bieber, he chose the album's title because he felt like he lost his purpose and felt that he finally got his purpose back. He continued: "'The word ['purpose'] is so important in life... My purpose is to inspire people and use my platform to help people'."[56] As noted by MTV News' Patrick Hosken, in the album's cover, "Bieber is shirtless and assuming a very dignified stance, hands meeting in a prayer-like pose, head looking down at what lies at his torso: the word 'Purpose,' written in the same script we first saw [the] week when he unveiled the title."[57] The cover also has a symbol, which "resembl[es] an asymmetrical cross with a small circle attached covering the entire background and painted on his torso." The deluxe edition uses the same cover, only the background & crosses are tinted in black.[58] Purpose was initially banned in various Middle Eastern countries and Indonesia due to the cover art's heavy Christian references, most prominently Bieber's cross tattoo and his praying stance, which were deemed "too provocative".[59] An alternate cover was issued for these countries, depicting Bieber atop a cliff, looking out over a shore.[58]
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 Release and promotion




In 2015, it was announced that Bieber was going to take his time to announce the album's release, since he was not going to rush an album just to rush an album.[60] During a May 9 Wango Tango[image: External link] interview he revealed: "We're just wrapping it up now so it's in the final-touch stage...it's soon."[33] In a September 2015 interview with Jimmy Fallon[image: External link], the singer announced the album was going to be released on November 13, 2015.[61] On October 2, 2015, Bieber revealed the album's title, Purpose, on his Twitter account,[62] while on October 9, 2015, he revealed through his Instagram[image: External link] account its cover art made by the street artist Retna[image: External link].[63] On October 16, 2015, Purpose was made available to pre-order. A remixed version of "What Do You Mean?" with additional vocals from Ariana Grande[image: External link] was made available to those who pre-ordered the album on iTunes[image: External link].[64] On October 28, 2015, Bieber announced the album track listing through a series of tweets that displayed each title graffitied on a wall in various countries.[65]

To promote the album, Bieber appeared on many magazines, such as Billboard,[66] Complex[image: External link],[67] Interview Magazine[image: External link],[68] i-D[image: External link],[69] and NME[image: External link].[70] Bieber debuted the track "What Do You Mean?" in a medley with "Where Are Ü Now" during the MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link] on August 30, 2015.[71] This was followed by a number of other televised performances, where he also performed the song during The X Factor Australia[image: External link][72] World Famous Rooftop, where he also sang 'Hold Tight', "All That Matters", "Boyfriend" and "As Long As You Love Me[image: External link]",[73] The Today Show, where he also performed "Where Are Ü Now", "Boyfriend" "As Long As You Love Me" and "Baby",[74] The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon[image: External link],[75] the 2015 Think It Up telecast,[76] the 2015 MTV Europe Music Awards[image: External link],[77] NRJ Music Awards[78] and BBC Radio 1's Teen Awards[image: External link], where he also performed "Where Are Ü Now" and "Boyfriend".[79] From November 9, 2015 to November 13, 2015, The Ellen DeGeneres Show hosted a #BieberWeek, where the singer gave interviews, participated of games, pranks, and performed "What Do You Mean?", "Sorry" and "Love Yourself[image: External link]".[80][81] On November 17, 2016, he returned to the Tonight Show to perform "Sorry",[82] while the next day he returned to Today Show and performed "What Do You Mean?", "Sorry", "Love Yourself", as well as new songs "Company", "The Feeling" with Halsey and "No Pressure" with Big Sean.[83] Bieber also performed a medley of "What Do You Mean?", "Where Are Ü Now" and "Sorry" during the 2015 American Music Awards[image: External link].[84] Bieber also made a set during Capital FM[image: External link]'s Jingle Bell Ball 2015[image: External link].[85]
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 Purpose: The Movement




On November 14, 2015, Bieber released music videos[image: External link] for each track of the album on his Vevo account. The project was considered "a series of video vignettes to accompany the songs from the album" and "when they are played in sequence they form a 30-minute dance film."[86] Mostly videos do not feature Bieber, however they feature several appearances from the album's guests, such as Big Sean, Halsey[image: External link], Travis Scott[image: External link], Skrillex[image: External link] and Diplo.[87] The videos were choreographed by Bieber's longtime choreographer Parris Goebel[image: External link].[86]
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 Tour




On November 11, 2015, Bieber announced that he will embark on the Purpose World Tour in support of the album. The tour started in Seattle, Washington on March 9, 2016 and will conclude in Tokyo, Japan on September 24, 2017.[88]
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 Singles




"What Do You Mean?" was released as the album's first single on August 28, 2015.[89] It was preceded by a social media campaign, which started on July 29, 2015, where Bieber "commissioned at least one celebrity per day to hold up a sign teasing the new track and counting down the days to its release."[90] Upon release, the song became Bieber's first number one single on the Billboard Hot 100 chart in the United States, debuting at number one on the week listed on September 19, 2015, replacing The Weeknd[image: External link]'s "Can't Feel My Face[image: External link]" for one week.[91] It was also his first number-one single in Australia[92] and the United Kingdom, where he also broke a streaming record,[93] while also topping the charts of other eleven countries.[94] The song's music video features "shirtless Bieber in bed with a young woman" and "getting kidnapped and punching around some masked men", as well as appearance from actor John Leguizamo[image: External link].[95]

"Sorry" was announced as the album's second single on October 16, 2015.[96][97] It was released on October 23, 2015.[98] A day before, a music video for the song was released, showing a group of women dancing to the song.[99] The song reached the top of the charts in the United States, remaining at the top for three weeks,[100] as well as the Canadian and the UK charts. Moreover, the single has peaked within the top five in almost every other market, including number one in other six countries.[94]

"Love Yourself" was first premiered on Zane Lowe's Beats 1 radio show and released digitally on November 9, 2015,[101][102] in advance of the album's release and later announced as the third official single on December 7, 2015.[103] It entered several national charts after the release of Purpose, and topped the charts in eight countries, including Australia, where it remained for seven weeks at the top,[104] Ireland and New Zealand, spending eight weeks at number-one in Ireland and ten weeks at the summit of New Zealand[94] the United Kingdom, where the song spent six weeks at the top,[105] and the United States, becoming his third consecutive number-one single of the album.[106]

"Company" was announced as the album's fourth single on February 19, 2016. It was serviced to CHR/Pop stations on March 8, 2016, and was issued to Urban radio on March 29, 2016.[107] The official music video was released on June 8, 2016.
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 Promotional singles and other songs




"I'll Show You" was released as the first promotional single on November 1, 2015,[108] accompanied by a music video. It shows Bieber "running through a lush green landscape in Iceland[image: External link], as well as "tumbling down hills," "skateboarding on top of an abandoned plane" and "[braving] ice water in just his [underwear]."[109] It reached the top-ten in four countries, including Canada, and the top-twenty in six others, including Australia, the United States and the United Kingdom.[94] The album also features Bieber's collaboration with Jack Ü, "Where Are Ü Now", originally released as a single from the latter's album, Skrillex and Diplo Present Jack Ü[image: External link]. It became a top-ten single in more than ten countries,[94] including the United States.[110]

Eight songs from the album charted in the top 40 of the UK Singles Chart the same week that the album was released. They were, in order of chart appearance, "Sorry", "Love Yourself", "What Do You Mean?", "I'll Show You", "Company", "Where Are Ü Now", "Mark My Words" and "The Feeling". Bieber set a record for having the most simultaneous top 40 entries from a living artist.[111] In addition to this, every song from Purpose (standard edition and deluxe edition bonus tracks included) charted within the top 100, also within the same week.[112]
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 Critical reception




Purpose received positive reviews from music critics[image: External link].[114][116] At Metacritic, which assigns a normalized[image: External link] rating out of 100 to reviews from mainstream critics, the album received an average[image: External link] score of 63, based on 20 reviews.[114] Kenneth Partridge of Billboard magazine gave the album four out of five stars, praising it for "[boasting] a consistent palette of lush, low-key electro-dance sounds", also commending the use of "sun-warped synths, chipmunk accent vocals, rattling trap hi-hats, and loads of bass."[117] Leah Greenblatt of Entertainment Weekly also complimented Purpose for featuring "a skittering, metallic synthesis of dance music and modern R&B", arguing that this new musical direction "probably owes a lot to new-school collaborators Diplo and Skrillex, as well as the lesser-known production wizard Poo Bear."[45] Similarly, Neil McCormick of The Daily Telegraph complimented the album for being "less of a mainstream crowd pleaser" but more of a "quirky, atmospheric electro R'n'B concoction with sci-fi sounds and offbeat vocal samples." He argued that this sound "[focuses] attention on the star's soft, supple and seductive singing" and concluded that "despite the presence of EDM star Skrillex amongst the production credits, surprising restraint is exercised throughout, with tracks rarely developing into full tilt techno anthems."[118]

Spin[image: External link]'s Andrew Unterberger praised the album, stating: "[B]y giving us the best album of his career, and subsequently re-ascending to Top 40's mountaintop, Bieber's answered his own question: In pop music, it's never too late to say you’re sorry."[48] Bianca Gracie of Idolator[image: External link] agreed, claiming that the album "is no doubt Justin's best collective LP thus far and shows that he is finally confident in revealing his true artistry. And that is nothing to be sorry about, so keep your needy apologies to yourselves."[53] Patrick Ryan of USA Today praised the "collaborative muscle and confidence" on the album, noting that they show "an artist who is completely unafraid to reinvent himself and create the very definition of a comeback album [...] With Purpose, he proves himself as one of today's most forward-thinking pop stars, and because of that, we're newly converted Beliebers."[52] Al Horner of NME[image: External link] magazine gave the album three out of five stars commenting that Purpose "[is] certainly a start at reinvention" and that "plenty of good choices have been made here."[55] In her review for The Guardian, Caroline Sullivan noted that "the musical direction owes much to co-producer Skrillex, whose unexpectedly subtle electronic palette complements Bieber's affectedly breathy voice," arguing that "the voice soon palls, but the songs are often interesting."[49] While analysing Bieber's Purpose and One Direction[image: External link]'s Made in the A.M.[image: External link], Jon Caramanica of The New York Times argued that "even though Mr. Bieber is younger than all of the men of One Direction, he sounds exponentially more experienced, and exponentially more fatigued on Purpose," complimenting the album for showing that it proves that Bieber is "the best singer of the bunch, and the one with a clear vision for his sound, even if he's being largely denied it here."[119] For The National[image: External link], the album "functions as a coming of age[image: External link] album in the worst way: learn how to emotionally abuse women, and then you’ll be a man," adding "Bieber's strategy is a Janus-faced one. He simultaneously apologises for and doubles down on his dislikeability – but cunningly, now manifests the latter in more socially acceptable ways."[120]

In his AllMusic[image: External link] review, Andy Kellman gave the album 3 out of 5 stars, and while calling it "a bumpy, oddly compelling restart," he observed that "'Purpose' should hook open-minded pop fans who previously paid him no mind, and it could even win back some of those who wrote Bieber off years ago."[43] While providing a generally favorable comment on the album, Brad Nelson of Pitchfork[image: External link] found out that the album "doesn't particularly follow up on the advances suggested by his previous release, the 2013 R&B experiment 'Journals'," while also noting that "[t]he songs on Purpose have a similarly inanimate feeling; they seem to radiate more than they move."[42] Annie Zaleski of The A.V. Club[image: External link] felt that the album "takes itself so seriously that too often it inadvertently suppresses exactly what made Bieber so appealing in the first place."[46] Sam C. Mac of Slant Magazine[image: External link] was more mixed, opining that "[i]f Bieber wants to sell us on forgiveness and the self-improvement angle that lyrics like 'be a better me' seem to promote, maybe having the conviction to follow through on his intended musical reinvention would've been the best possible good faith gesture."[41] For Consequence of Sound[image: External link] editor Janine Schaults, "Purpose reaches some of the highest highs and lowest lows in Bieber's career. Skrillex and Diplo successfully serve up twitchy beats ready to incite anything with a pulse, but the sentiment at the album's core leans toward insufferable. Even when Bieber hits mediocre, he reaches it by stumbling headfirst down a cliff."[121]
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 Year-end lists




Purpose was featured on several year-end list of best albums. It was listed at number 15 on Spin's "25 Best Pop Albums of 2015" list, with James Grebey stating: "The 21-year-old's malleable voice (which never lost its halo despite some sinning) has rarely sounded better, especially surrounded by warm tropical beats and thrillingly new-sounding production flourishes."[122]



	Critic/Publication
	List
	Rank
	Ref.



	Entertainment Weekly
	The 40 Best Albums of 2015
	17
	[123]



	The 10 Best Pop Albums of 2015
	7
	[124]



	Fuse[image: External link]
	The 20 Best Albums of 2015
	15
	[125]



	Rolling Stone
	20 Best Pop Albums of 2015
	11
	[126]



	Spin[image: External link]
	The 25 Best Pop Albums of 2015
	15
	[122]
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 Commercial performance




In the United States, the competition between Bieber and One Direction[image: External link] began when the British boy band announced the release date of Made in the A.M.[image: External link], set to be their last album before their hiatus in March 2016.[127] Many compared the "war" between the two pop forces to 50 Cent[image: External link] and Kanye West's 2007 battle for number one.[128][129][130] However, Bieber's Purpose debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 chart for the week ending November 19, 2015, with 649,000 equivalent album units[image: External link], including 522,000 traditional album sales. It marked Bieber's sixth number-one album and largest sales week. It also surpassed his previous high, logged with Believe, which sold 374,000 units in 2012. Additionally, Purpose's debut marked the largest weekly unit total for an album since the Billboard 200 began tracking popularity based on overall equivalent units earned in 2014 and beat the debut week of Drake[image: External link]'s If You're Reading This It's Too Late[image: External link] (which sold 535,000 equivalent units in 2015). Also, Purpose's 522,000 mark the largest sales week since Taylor Swift's 1989[image: External link] debuted with 1.29 million (November 2, 2014) and the largest sales for a male artist album since Eminem[image: External link]'s The Marshall Mathers LP 2[image: External link] sold 792,000 (November 3, 2013).[131] Purpose also broke the global and US streaming record for an album in its first week of release with 205 million global streams and 77 million in the United States.[132] In its second week, Purpose earned 290,000 units (down 55%). It sold 184,000 in traditional album sales (down 65%) and was beaten to the top by Adele[image: External link]'s 25[image: External link], which debuted at number one with a record-breaking 3.38 million.[133] In December 2015, the album surpassed the 1 million mark in US sales, becoming Bieber's fifth million-selling album.[134] Eventually, the album was announced as the third best-selling album of 2015 in the US, with sales of 1,269,000 copies.[135] As of December 2016, "Purpose" has sold 1.816 million copies in the nation.[136]

Purpose debuted at number 2 on the UK Albums Chart[image: External link], selling 90,596 in its first week, marking the second highest first-week figures of 2015, at the time, behind One Direction's Made in the A.M. (2015), which debuted at number one the same week with 93,189 chart sales.[137] In its second and third week on sale it stayed at number three.[138][139] Purpose was the fifth best-selling album of 2015 in the UK with combined sales of 645,000 copies.[140] As of June 2016, the album has accumulated 982,000 combined sales in the UK.[141]
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 Track listing






	Purpose – Standard edition[142][143]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Mark My Words"
	


	Justin Bieber

	Jason "Poo Bear" Boyd[image: External link]

	James "JHart" Abrahart[image: External link]

	Rodney "Darkchild" Jerkins

	Fredrik Halland[image: External link]

	Michael Tucker[image: External link]






	Blood[image: External link]
	2:14



	2.
	"I'll Show You"
	


	Bieber

	Josh Gudwin

	Sonny Moore[image: External link]

	Tucker

	Theron "Neff-U" Feemster[image: External link]






	


	Skrillex[image: External link]

	Blood






	3:19



	3.
	"What Do You Mean?"
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Mason "MdL" Levy






	


	MdL

	Bieber[a]






	3:25



	4.
	"Sorry"
	


	Bieber

	Julia Michaels[image: External link]

	Justin Tranter[image: External link]

	Tucker

	Moore






	


	Blood

	Skrillex






	3:20



	5.
	"Love Yourself"
	


	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]

	Benjamin Levin[image: External link]

	Bieber






	


	Benny Blanco[image: External link]

	Simon Cohen






	3:53



	6.
	"Company"
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Abrahart

	Andreas Schuller[image: External link]

	Thomas Troelsen[image: External link]

	James "Gladius" Wong

	Leroy Clampitt






	


	Axident[image: External link]

	Gladius

	Big Taste

	Boyd[a]







	3:28



	7.
	"No Pressure" (featuring Big Sean)
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Robin Weisse[image: External link]

	Dominic Jordan[image: External link]

	Jimmy Giannos[image: External link]

	Sean Anderson






	


	The Audibles[image: External link]

	Boyd






	4:46



	8.
	"No Sense" (featuring Travi$ Scott[image: External link])
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Kenneth Coby[image: External link]

	Jacques Webster[image: External link]

	Mike Dean[image: External link]






	


	Soundz[image: External link]

	Dean[a]







	4:35



	9.
	"The Feeling" (featuring Halsey[image: External link])
	


	Bieber

	Michaels

	Clarence Coffee, Jr.[image: External link]

	Sarah Hudson[image: External link]

	Moore

	Ian Kirkpatrick[image: External link]






	


	Skrillex

	Kirkpatrick






	4:04



	10.
	"Life Is Worth Living"
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Mark "The Mogul" Jackson






	


	The Mogul

	Bieber[a]






	3:54



	11.
	"Where Are Ü Now" (with Diplo and Skrillex)
	


	Moore

	Thomas Wesley Pentz

	Bieber

	Boyd

	Karl Rubin Brutus

	Jordan Ware






	


	Skrillex

	Diplo






	4:02



	12.
	"Children"
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Moore

	Tucker

	Brandon Green[image: External link]

	Nico Hartikainen






	


	Skrillex

	Blood

	Maejor[image: External link]

	Hartikainen






	3:43



	13.
	"Purpose"
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Stephen Philibin

	Eben Wares

	Jeremy Snyder

	Scott "Scooter" Braun

	Justin "J" Wright






	


	Boyd

	Snyder[a]

	Steve James[image: External link][a]






	3:30



	Total length:
	48:13






	Purpose – iTunes Store pre-order edition (bonus track)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	14.
	"What Do You Mean? (Remix)" (featuring Ariana Grande[image: External link])
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Levy






	


	MdL

	Bieber[a]






	3:24



	Total length:
	51:37






	Purpose – Spotify edition (bonus track)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	14.
	"What Do You Mean?" (Acoustic Version)
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Levy






	


	MdL

	Bieber[a]






	3:24



	Total length:
	51:37






	Purpose – Deluxe edition (bonus tracks)[142]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	14.
	"Been You"
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Josh Abraham[image: External link]

	Green

	Oliver "Oligee" Goldstein

	Saul Alexander "A.C." Castillo Vasquez






	


	Abraham

	Oligee

	Maejor[a]

	A.C.[a]






	3:19



	15.
	"Get Used to It"
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Green

	Abraham

	Ely Weisfield

	Hartikainen

	Gudwin

	Vasquez






	


	Abraham

	Hartikainen

	Maejor[a]

	A.C.[a]






	3:58



	16.
	"We Are" (featuring Nas[image: External link])
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Andre Harris[image: External link]

	Donovan "DK The Punisher" Knight

	Nasir Jones[image: External link]






	


	Harris

	Boyd

	DK The Punisher[a]






	3:22



	17.
	"Trust"
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Jackson






	


	Jackson

	DJ Tay James[a]






	3:23



	18.
	"All in It"
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Jackson

	Levy

	Gudwin






	


	Jackson

	MdL[a]

	Gudwin[a]






	3:51



	Total length:
	66:06






	Purpose – Walmart edition (bonus tracks)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	19.
	"Hit the Ground"
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Tucker

	Moore

	Andrew Watt[image: External link]

	Louis Bell

	Brian Lee[image: External link]






	


	Skrillex

	Watt[a]

	Bell[a]






	3:48



	20.
	"The Most"
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Rubin Brutus

	Ware

	Wallace Joseph






	


	Ware

	Brutus






	3:20



	Total length:
	73:14






	Purpose – Japanese edition (bonus tracks)[142][144]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	21.
	"Home to Mama" (with Cody Simpson)
	


	Bieber

	Watt

	Gudwin

	Cody Simpson

	Sam Hook

	Tom Strahle






	


	Strahle

	Gudwin[a]






	3:23



	22.
	"What Do You Mean?" (Music video)
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Levy






	


	MdL

	Bieber






	 



	23.
	"What Do You Mean?" (Lyric video)
	


	Bieber

	Boyd

	Levy






	


	MdL

	Bieber






	 






	Purpose + Super Hits – Japanese Limited edition (Reissue)[145]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	21.
	"Home to Mama" (with Cody Simpson)
	


	Bieber

	Watt

	Gudwin

	Cody Simpson

	Sam Hook

	Tom Strahle






	


	Strahle

	Gudwin[a]






	3:23



	22.
	"Let Me Love You" (with DJ Snake)
	 
	 
	3:25



	23.
	"Deja Vu" (with Post Malone[image: External link])
	 
	 
	 



	24.
	"What Do You Mean?" (Acoustic Version)
	 
	 
	 




Notes


	
^[a] signifies a co-producer

	"Get Used to It" was mislabeled as "Get Used to Me" on early CD pressings.[146]
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 Personnel




Adapted from AllMusic.[147]



	Korey Aaron – assistant

	Henrique Andrade – engineer, assistant, mixing assistant

	Chelsea Avery – A&R[image: External link]


	Axident – producer[image: External link]


	Jennifer Beal – package production

	Philip Beaudreau – trumpet

	Justin Bieber – executive producer[image: External link], lead vocals, producer

	Big Sean – featured artist

	
Benny Blanco[image: External link] – instrumentation, producer, programming

	Blood – producer

	Jason Boyd – A&R, producer

	Scott "Scooter" Braun – A&R, executive producer, producer

	Leesa D. Brunson – A&R

	Chris Burkard – photography

	Maddox Chhim – mixing assistant[image: External link]


	Leroy Clampitt – bass[image: External link]


	Simon Cohen – engineer

	Josh Connolly – engineer

	Tom Coyne – mastering

	Mike Dean – producer

	Diplo – featured artist, mixing, producer

	Theron Feemster – piano[image: External link]


	Chris Galland – mixing assistant

	Jimmy Giannos – keyboards

	Mark "Exit" Goodchild – engineer

	Josh Gudwin – A&R, engineer, mixing, producer, vocal engineer

	Halsey – featured artist

	Brandon Harding – mixing assistant

	Nico Hartikainen – producer

	Seif "Mageef" Hussain – production coordination

	Mark "the Mogul" Jackson – piano, producer

	Samuel Jacquet – engineer

	Steve James – producer

	Jaycen Joshua – mixing

	
Dominic Jordan[image: External link] – drums

	Terese Joseph – A&R

	Ryan Kaul – mixing assistant

	Ian Kirkpatirck – producer

	Andrew Luftman – production coordination

	Manny Marroquin – mixing

	Randy Merrill – mastering

	Julia Michaels – background vocals

	Zeke Mishanec – assistant, mixing assistant

	Chris "Tek" O'Ryan – engineer, vocal engineer

	Teddy Photo – background vocals

	Jimmy Powers – guitar

	Andy Proctor – package production

	Johannes Raassina – engineer

	
Usher Raymond IV – executive producer

	David Rodriguez – assistant

	Gregg Rominiecki – engineer

	Jon Schacter – assistant

	Bart Schoudel – engineer

	Andreas Schuller – percussion

	Ike Schultz – mixing assistant

	Chris Sclafani – engineer

	Travis Scott – featured artist

	Jessica Severn – graphic design, packaging

	Cooper Sebastian – graphic design, digital

	Sasha Sirota – bass

	Skrillex – A&R, featured artist, mixing, producer

	Jeremy Snyder – producer

	Derrick Stockwell – mixing assistant

	Big Taste – producer

	Trevon Trapper – background vocals

	Dylan William – vocal engineer

	James Wong – guitar

	Andrew Wuepper – mixing






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Charts
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2015–16)
	Peak

position



	Australian Albums (ARIA)[148]

	1



	Austrian Albums (Ö3 Austria[image: External link])[149]

	3



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Flanders)[150]

	2



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Wallonia)[151]

	6



	Brazilian Albums ( ABPD[image: External link])[152]

	1



	
Canadian Albums (Billboard)[153]

	1



	Croatian Combined Albums ( HDU[image: External link])[154]

	4



	Czech Albums (ČNS IFPI[image: External link])[155]

	5



	Danish Albums ( Hitlisten[image: External link])[156]

	1



	Dutch Albums ( MegaCharts[image: External link])[157]

	1



	Finnish Albums (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[158]

	4



	French Albums ( SNEP[image: External link])[159]

	8



	German Albums (Offizielle Top 100[image: External link])[160]

	3



	Greek Albums (IFPI Greece[image: External link])[161]

	5



	Hungarian Albums ( MAHASZ[image: External link])[162]

	10



	Irish Albums ( IRMA[image: External link])[163]

	1



	Italian Albums ( FIMI[image: External link])[164]

	2



	Japanese Albums ( Oricon[image: External link])[165]

	7



	Korean International Albums ( Gaon[image: External link])[166]

Deluxe version

	5



	Mexican Albums ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[167]

	2



	New Zealand Albums ( RMNZ[image: External link])[168]

	1



	Norwegian Albums ( VG-lista[image: External link])[169]

	1



	Polish Albums ( ZPAV[image: External link])[170]

	4



	Portuguese Albums ( AFP[image: External link])[171]

	2



	Scottish Albums ( OCC[image: External link])[172]

	2



	South African Albums ( RISA[image: External link])[173]

	4



	Spanish Albums ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[174]

	2



	Swedish Albums ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[175]

	1



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[176]

	1



	UK Albums ( OCC[image: External link])[177]

	2



	US Billboard 200[178]

	1
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 Monthly charts






	Chart (2015)
	Peak

position



	Argentine Monthly Albums ( CAPIF[image: External link])[179]

	3
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2015)
	Position



	Australian Albums (ARIA)[180]

	4



	Austrian Albums (Ö3 Austria)[181]

	42



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Flanders)[182]

	29



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Wallonia)[183]

	78



	Brazilian Albums (ABPD)[184]

	11



	Croatian Foreign Albums (HDU)[185]

	47



	Danish Albums (Hitlisten)[186]

	7



	Dutch Albums (MegaCharts)[187]

	4



	Hungarian Albums (MAHASZ)[188]

	93



	Irish Albums (IRMA)[189]

	4



	Italian Albums (FIMI)[190]

	36



	Mexican Albums (AMPROFON)[191]

	7



	New Zealand Albums ( RMNZ[image: External link])[192]

	8



	Swedish Albums (Sverigetopplistan)[193]

	4



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[194]

	47



	UK Albums (OCC)[195]

	5






	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Australian Albums (ARIA)[196]

	9



	Austrian Albums (Ö3 Austria)[197]

	55



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Flanders)[198]

	20



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Wallonia)[199]

	63



	Canadian Albums (Billboard)[200]

	2



	Danish Albums (Hitlisten)[201]

	1



	Dutch Albums (MegaCharts)[202]

	2



	French Albums (SNEP)[203]

	38



	German Albums (Offizielle Top 100)[204]

	41



	Italian Albums (FIMI)[205]

	46



	Mexican Albums (AMPROFON)[206]

	18



	New Zealand Albums (RMNZ)[207]

	2



	Polish Albums (ZPAV)[208]

	63



	Swedish Albums (Sverigetopplistan)[209]

	1



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade)[210]

	26



	UK Albums (OCC)[211]

	4



	US Billboard 200[212]

	3



	US Digital Albums (Billboard)[213]

	4



	US Top Album Sales (Billboard)[214]

	2
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[215]

	3× Platinum
	210,000^




	Austria (IFPI Austria)[216]

	2× Platinum
	30,000*




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[217]

	Gold
	15,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[218]

	4× Platinum
	320,000^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[219]

	6× Platinum
	120,000^




	Germany ( BVMI[image: External link])[220]

	Gold
	100,000^




	Hungary ( MAHASZ[image: External link])[221]

	Gold
	3,000^




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[222]

	Platinum
	50,000*




	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[223]

	Platinum+Gold
	90,000^




	New Zealand (RMNZ)[224]

	2× Platinum
	30,000^




	Poland ( ZPAV[image: External link])[225]

	3× Platinum
	60,000*




	Portugal ( AFP[image: External link])[226]

	Gold
	10,000^




	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[227]

	Platinum
	40,000^




	Sweden ( GLF[image: External link])[228]

	3× Platinum
	120,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[229]

	3× Platinum
	740,503[141]




	United States (RIAA)[230]

	3× Platinum
	1,812,000[136]




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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 Release history






	Country
	Date
	Edition
	Format
	Label
	Ref.



	Canada
	November 13, 2015
	Standard
	CD[image: External link]
	Universal
	[231]



	Japan
	


	Standard

	deluxe






	


	CD

	CD+ DVD[image: External link]






	[232]



	United States
	


	CD

	digital download[image: External link]

	LP[image: External link]






	


	RBMG

	Def Jam






	[233][234][235][236][237]



	Canada
	November 27, 2015
	Standard
	LP
	Universal
	[238]



	United Kingdom
	October 14, 2016
	Cassette[image: External link]
	


	RBMG

	Def Jam

	Universal






	[239]
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 Notes






	
^ See [2][3][4] The alternative cover was reportedly created by Bieber's team after several Muslim nations across the Middle East, as well as Indonesia, took issue with Bieber being shirtless in the artwork and flaunting his cross tattoo, promoting Christianity.[5]
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What Do You Mean?






"What Do You Mean?" is a song recorded by Canadian singer Justin Bieber for his fourth studio album Purpose (2015). The song was released on August 28, 2015, as the album's lead single[image: External link] by Def Jam[image: External link]. Written by Bieber, Jason "Poo Bear" Boyd[image: External link] and Mason Levy, the song was produced by MdL and co-produced by Bieber. "What Do You Mean?" is a pop and tropical house[image: External link] song, with its instrumentation consisting in light flourishes of panpipes[image: External link], looped vocal samples, piano chords, fervent synths, bass and "slick beat" elements with the sound of a clock ticking, while Bieber uses a smooth, soulful vocal. Lyrically, "What Do You Mean?" talks about not being able to figure out the opposite sex with Bieber asking a girl why her body language is conflicting with her words.

It was featured in several year-end lists of best songs of 2015. Commercially, the song topped the charts in several countries, including Canada, Ireland, New Zealand and Norway. In Australia, the United States and the United Kingdom, "What Do You Mean?" was Bieber's first number-one single. The song's music video features Bieber in bed with a young woman and getting kidnapped by masked men, as well as an appearance from actor John Leguizamo[image: External link].



TOP
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 Background




After releasing "Where Are Ü Now" with Skrillex and Diplo[image: External link] for their project Jack Ü and achieving worldwide success and acclaim with it, Bieber announced "What Do You Mean?" as the first single from his then-upcoming album on July 28, 2015 on On Air With Ryan Seacrest[image: External link].[1] While he was there, his manager Scooter Braun made Seacrest a promotional sign for the single to hold and suggested he should put the photo on his Instagram[image: External link] account. To further promote the song's release, Braun contacted several celebrities who started counting down the days until the release,[2] among them Mariah Carey, Ed Sheeran[image: External link], Ariana Grande[image: External link], Big Sean, Alanis Morissette[image: External link], Meghan Trainor[image: External link], Britney Spears[image: External link], Hilary Duff[image: External link], Little Mix[image: External link], Chris Martin[image: External link], Carly Rae Jepsen, and many others.[3] During an interview with Ryan Seacrest, he described it as "fun", "summery" and "amazing." Regarding its lyrics he commented: "Well, girls are often just flip-floppy. They say something and they mean something else. So … what do you mean? I don’t really know, that’s why I’m asking." Later, on August 19, 2015, Bieber direct-messaged different lyrics from the song to 49 randomly selected Twitter followers.[1] As explained by Billboard's Jason Lipshutz, "Each message included a clock animation with a different time that corresponded to the lyric’s placement in the song, and Beliebers spent Wednesday collectively piecing together the upcoming single’s lyrics in order."[2] On August 5, 2015, Bieber presented the song to radio professionals at an iHeartMedia[image: External link] event.[4]
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 Release




The song was released on August 28, 2015,[5] and was serviced to contemporary hit radio[image: External link] on September 1, 2015.[6] On October 16, 2015, it was revealed that a remix of the song featuring Ariana Grande[image: External link] would be made available if fans pre-ordered the album on iTunes[image: External link].[7]
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 Composition




"What Do You Mean?" was written by Justin Bieber, Jason "Poo Bear" Boyd[image: External link] and Mason Levy.[8] It was produced by MdL and co-produced by Bieber. It was initially speculated by the media that Skrillex[image: External link] produced "What Do You Mean?". However, a spokesperson for Bieber confirmed in an interview for Rolling Stone that the song was produced by Bieber, and MdL who had previously collaborated with the singer on his single "Boyfriend" (2012).[9] Written in the key of A♭ major[image: External link], it has an upbeat tempo[image: External link] of 125 beats per minute[image: External link]. Bieber's vocal range spans from the low-note of F3[image: External link] to the high note of G5[image: External link].[10] It is a pop[11] and tropical house[image: External link] song.[12][13][14]

During the song, Bieber uses a breathy vocal[image: External link], which was considered "smooth and soulful."[8] The production contains flute instrumentation, looped vocal samples, piano chords, tropical synths,[9] bass and "slick beat" elements with the sound of a clock ticking.[4] Gil Kaufman of MTV News wrote that the track contains "a slippery flute-like trill over a spare tick-tock island groove and a super chill vibe", and is "a kind of sequel" to Skrillex[image: External link] and Diplo's "Where Are Ü Now", which featured Bieber.[15]

Lyrically, "What Do You Mean?" talks about looking for romantic clarity and not being able to figure out the opposite sex,[9][16] with Bieber singing in the chorus: "What do you mean / When you nod your head yes, but you wanna say no? / What do you mean / When you don't want me to move, but you tell me to go?."[9]
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 Critical reception




USA Today's Carly Mallenbaum, who heard the song in early August, described it as a "catchy dance track for the club".[4] Similarly, a writer for The Daily Beast[image: External link] said, "['What Do You Mean?' is] pretty damn catchy; a slow-burner that, like that collab, swells into a Bieber banger".[17] Gil Kaufman of MTV News also called it a "banger", explaining, "the track is classic JB: seductive, earnest, pleading and just the right amount of sexy".[15] Idolator[image: External link]'s Mike Wass praised the song's "instantly memorable chorus", and added, "Vocally, [Bieber] has never sounded better".[18] Digital Spy[image: External link]'s Amy Davidson named it "the perfect pop track as well as a skewed love song for millennials."[16] Andrew Unterberger of Spin[image: External link] opined the song was "really quite delightful".[19] Sean Fitz-Gerald of New York[image: External link] magazine was also positive, noting that it "sounds like what would happen if you took Steve Aoki[image: External link]'s alarm clock to a tropical beach resort. (In other words, electro-catchy as hell.)"[20] Jason Lipshutz of Billboard gave the song a four-out-of-five-stars rating and commented that it was "positioned as [Bieber's] huge comeback bid", adding: "[The song] synthesizes the positive components of 'Where Are U Now' and presents something warmer and friendlier, but no less nuanced or impressive".[21] NME[image: External link]'s reviewer named it "the perfect pop confection: light as air and catchy as hell, allowing us to glimpse the vulnerability behind the megastar façade as Biebs grappled endearingly with the mysteries of womankind."[22]

Andy Kellman of AllMusic[image: External link] selected the song as one of the album's highlights, citing the song and "Sorry" as tracks that "showed him making a deeper connection with his material and that, yes, he was progressing from performer to artist."[13] In a similar mode, Leah Greenblatt of Entertainment Weekly cited both songs and "Where Are Ü Now" for being "stripped down for maximum aerodynamics, the vocals mentholated and sweetened with a brushstroke of bass here, a snake-charmer synth line there."[23] Brad Nelson of Pitchfork[image: External link] praised the song and "Sorry" for being "vivid tropical house tracks that sound like sunlight drifting down through palm fronds. Bieber's voice often resembles a breath contorted inexpressively through notes; here, he lets it weightlessly fall through textures. They are his best performances to date, allowing him to flex a rhythmic playfulness without communicating an iota of legible emotion."[12] Sheldon Pearce of Complex[image: External link] called it "the album’s spiritual centerpiece,"[24] while Janine Schaults of Consequence of Sound[image: External link] selected it as one of the album's essential tracks.[25] Josh Duboff of Vanity Fair[image: External link] considered it "breezy and low-key, like “Where Are Ü Now?” with 35 percent less propulsion." He also found it to be "vaguely reminiscent of OMI[image: External link]’s omnipresent ' Cheerleader[image: External link]'," and that "Bieber sounds more relaxed and confident than perhaps ever before on the track."[26] Nick Messitte of Forbes agreed with the "Cheerleader" comparison, noting that it has "the intersection of the mellow and the danceable, the four-on-the-floor with the smooth."[27]

Consequence of Sound wrote in a positive review "Skrillex serves as producer of this slow burner, providing loops of tropical-flavored house beats to complement Bieber’s delicate croons.[28]"
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 Year-end lists






	Critic/publication
	List
	Rank
	Ref.



	Entertainment Weekly
	The 40 Best Songs of 2015
	2
	[29]



	MTV[image: External link]
	Best Songs of 2015
	9
	[30]



	NME[image: External link]
	NME's Tracks of the Year 2015
	3
	[22]



	Spin[image: External link]
	The 101 Best Songs of 2015
	1
	[31]



	Time Out[image: External link]
	The 100 Best Songs of 2015
	41
	[32]



	Village Voice[image: External link]
	Pazz & Jop[image: External link]
	29
	[33]
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 Commercial performance
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 North America




In the United States, "What Do You Mean?" debuted at number 28 on the Mainstream Top 40[image: External link] chart dated September 12, after three days of release, with a radio audience of 20 million.[35] On the chart dated October 24, after earning "Greatest Gainer" honors for two consecutive weeks, it rose from 3 to 1 on the Mainstream Top 40[image: External link] chart, becoming Bieber's first number-one song on the Pop Songs chart.[36] The song debuted at number one on the Billboard Hot 100 issued for September 17, 2015, replacing The Weeknd[image: External link]'s "Can't Feel My Face[image: External link]" at the top of the chart for one week.[34][37] It marked Bieber's first number-one single and seventh top 10 hit in the United States, and was also the 23rd song to begin at number one in the Hot 100's 57-year history.[34] Additionally, the single's debut made Bieber the youngest male artist to enter atop of the chart, and the youngest artist since Fantasia[image: External link]'s "I Believe[image: External link]" (2004).[34] The track also debuted at number one the Billboard Hot Digital Songs[image: External link] chart, selling 337,000 copies in the week ending September 3, 2015—marking Bieber's second number one single on the chart, following "Boyfriend" which sold 521,000 in its debut week.[34] In its second week, "What Do You Mean?" stayed at the top of the Hot Digital Songs chart with sales of 159,000 copies, however, it descended to number three on the Hot 100, with a decrease of 30% in overall activity,[38] but rebounded to the runner-up spot the following week and stayed as the best-selling song with 128,000 downloads.[39]

On the chart dated December 5, 2015, after the release of Purpose, the song ascended from 6 to 5 on the Hot 100. That week, Bieber's "Sorry" and "Love Yourself" (a track from Purpose, which debuted on the chart, after selling 140,000 downloads) were at number two and four, respectively, which made the singer be only the third artist to have three singles inside the chart's top five (the others being The Beatles in 1964 and 50 Cent[image: External link] in 2005). Additionally, the same week, Bieber had 17 songs on the Hot 100 simultaneously, breaking the record previously held by The Beatles and Drake[image: External link].[40] On the chart dated 6 February 2016, the song spent a 21st consecutive week inside the Hot 100's top ten, tying with Nicki Minaj[image: External link]'s " Starships[image: External link]" and Maroon 5[image: External link]'s " Sugar[image: External link]" for the most weeks a song has logged in the Hot 100's top 10 from its debut.[41] The record was surpassed later by Bieber's "Love Yourself[image: External link]", which spent 23 consecutive weeks in the top ten since its debut.[42] As of February 2016, "What Do You Mean?" has sold over 1,600,000 copies in the United States.[43]

In Bieber's native Canada, "What Do You Mean?" debuted at number one on the Canadian Hot 100,[44] with sales of 48,000 copies, becoming the biggest first-week sales total of 2015 at the time and the highest since Eminem[image: External link] released "The Monster[image: External link]" (2013). It also broke the streaming record in Canada, with 3.1 million streams in its first week.[45] Both records were later surpassed by Adele[image: External link]'s " Hello[image: External link]", which sold 140,000 copies and was streamed 4.79 million times in its first week.[46] "What Do You Mean?" marked Bieber's second number-one single in the country, following 2012's "Boyfriend".[47] After six consecutive weeks at number one in Canada, it was briefly knocked off the top spot by another Canadian singer, The Weeknd[image: External link], with his single "The Hills[image: External link]", but returned for a seventh week at number one, being replaced by Adele's "Hello" the following week.[48][49][50]
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 Europe and Oceania




In the United Kingdom, "What Do You Mean?" debuted at the top of the UK Singles Chart for the week ending September 10, 2015, with a combined sales total of 84,000 units. It surpassed his previous best sales week of 55,000, which "Boyfriend" had sold in April 2012, and marked Bieber's first chart-topping song in Britain. The track broke the highest first-week streams record in the country with 3.2 million streams, surpassing the stream tally of 2.03 million set by One Direction's "Drag Me Down".[51] In its second week, the song descended to number two, however, it broke the country's all-time streaming record, with 3.87 million streams in seven days, later surpassed by Adele[image: External link]'s " Hello[image: External link]" (which streamed 7.32 million times in November 2015, almost doubling the record).[52][53] After three weeks since its release, the song remained as the most streamed track in the country and returned to the number one spot for another two weeks.[54][55] On October 2, the song was knocked off the top spot by Sam Smith[image: External link]'s "Writing's on the Wall[image: External link]", but a week later, it returned to the number one spot for another two weeks. This means that it has spent five non-consecutive weeks at number one in the UK Singles Chart.[56] Bieber became only the fourth person to have the same single reach number one on the UK Singles Chart on three separate occasions. The other songs to top the chart three separate times are Frankie Laine[image: External link]'s "I Believe[image: External link]", Guy Mitchell[image: External link]'s "Singing the Blues[image: External link]" and Pharrell Williams[image: External link]' " Happy[image: External link]".[57][58] 'What Do You Mean?' was the ninth best-selling single of 2015 in the UK with combined sales of 988,000 copies.[59]

In Australia, "What Do You Mean" debuted atop the ARIA Singles Chart on September 5, becoming Bieber's first number-one single on the chart.[60] The song spent four consecutive weeks on top of the chart, becoming the second-longest running chart-topping track for 2015 and gaining a platinum certification from the Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link].[61][62] On October 3, Bieber was knocked off the top by Macklemore & Ryan Lewis[image: External link]'s " Downtown[image: External link]".[63] "What Do You Mean" also debuted at the top of the charts in both New Zealand and Ireland, becoming his first number-one single in both countries. It spent seven consecutive weeks at number one in Ireland, and eight consecutive weeks at number one in New Zealand.[64][65]
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 Music video




A lyric video for "What Do You Mean?", directed by Laban and featuring skateboarders Ryan Sheckler[image: External link] and Chelsea Castro, was released on August 28, 2015.[15] The music video[image: External link], directed by Brad Furman[image: External link] and starring John Leguizamo[image: External link] and Xenia Deli[image: External link], premiered on August 30, 2015 following the 2015 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link].[66] As of May 2017, the video has amassed over 1.6 billion views on YouTube, making it the 17th most viewed video on the site[image: External link].[67]
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 Synopsis




The video starts off with a man (played by Leguizamo) waiting at a stop sign in front of a motel in the rain. A dark hooded figure (revealed to be Bieber) walks to the man. It is realized that Bieber is in debt to him, and then gives him money and is promised to do one job: protect a girl, who is his love interest, as Bieber then walks away. As the song begins, it cuts to a neon-lighted hotel room, where the girl that was mentioned earlier is. Bieber knocks on the door, is let in, and they end up making love. As Bieber sings the second verse of the song, a group of masked men burst in. They tie, then kidnap the two. It then cuts to the pair tied up in an abandoned warehouse. They eventually use a lighter to burn the rope and escape. When the masked men discover they've escaped they chase after them. They open a door, only to find themselves peering at the road below. With the men nearing, Bieber jumps out, then the girl. They land safely on an inflatable mat. We then see Leguizamo, who reveals himself as the leader of the masked men, as he's greeted by Bieber. They're now in an underground skating party, as Bieber sings the rest of the song. The video ends with Bieber standing alone in the dark, in the skatepark.[68]
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 Purpose: The Movement version




A second music video was released on November 14, 2015, part of a series of short films commemorating the release of the album, entitled "Purpose: The Movement[image: External link]".[69] The short music video, like the video for "Sorry", features the dancers from ReQuest Dance Crew[image: External link] and The Royal Family dance crew, and was also directed and choreographed by Parris Goebel.[70]
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 Live performances




Bieber performed "What Do You Mean?" live for the first time at the 2015 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link] on August 30, 2015.[71] He performed the track on The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon[image: External link], accompanied by The Roots[image: External link] and featuring a guest verse from Black Thought[image: External link].[72] Bieber also performed "What Do You Mean?" on The Today Show[image: External link] along with 5 other songs from his album Purpose: "Sorry", "Love Yourself[image: External link]", "The Feeling", "No Pressure" and "Company" (which was performed for the first time).[73] The song was performed on the telecast Think It Up! which was broadcast on September 11.[74][75] On September 29, Bieber performed the song on season 7[image: External link] of X Factor Australia[image: External link].[76] "What Do You Mean?" was performed at the 2015 MTV Europe Music Awards[image: External link] on October 25.[77] Moreover, the song was also included on the set list[image: External link] for the Purpose World Tour.[78]
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 Track listing






	Digital download[79]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"What Do You Mean?"
	3:26






	CD single[80]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"What Do You Mean?"
	3:26



	2.
	"What Do You Mean?" (Instrumental)

	3:26



	Total length:
	6:52
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 Charts
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2015–16)
	Peak

position



	Australia (ARIA)[81]

	1



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40[image: External link])[82]

	1



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[83]

	3



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Wallonia)[84]

	2



	Bulgaria (IFPI)[85]

	5



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100)[86]

	1



	Czech Republic (Rádio Top 100)[87]

	86



	Czech Republic (Singles Digitál Top 100)[88]

	1



	Denmark ( Tracklisten[image: External link])[89]

	1



	Europe (Euro Digital Songs[image: External link])[90]

	1



	Finland (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[91]

	1



	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[92]

	3



	Germany (Official German Charts[image: External link])[93]

	4



	Greece Digital Songs (Billboard)[94]

	1



	Hungary (Rádiós Top 40[image: External link])[95]

	28



	Hungary (Single Top 40[image: External link])[96]

	1



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[97]

	1



	Israel (Media Forest[image: External link])[98]

	2



	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[99]

	2



	Japan (Japan Hot 100[image: External link])[100]

	13



	Lebanon (Lebanese Top 20[image: External link])[101]

	6



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40[image: External link])[102]

	1



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[103]

	1



	Mexico (AMPROFON Top 20[image: External link] )[104]

	2



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ)[105]

	1



	Norway ( VG-lista[image: External link])[106]

	1



	Poland (Video Chart[image: External link])[107]

	4



	
Portugal Digital Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[108]

	1



	
Scotland[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[109]

	1



	Slovakia (Singles Digitál Top 100)[110]

	1



	South Africa ( EMA[image: External link])[111]

	1



	South Korea International (Gaon Digital Chart[image: External link])[112]

	7



	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[113]

	3



	Sweden ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[114]

	1



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[115]

	2



	
UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[116]

	1



	US Billboard Hot 100[117]

	1



	US Adult Contemporary[image: External link] (Billboard)[118]

	14



	US Adult Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[119]

	8



	US Dance Club Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[120]

	1



	US Dance/Mix Show Airplay[image: External link] (Billboard)[121]

	1



	US Mainstream Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[122]

	1



	US Rhythmic[image: External link] (Billboard)[123]

	3
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2015)
	Position



	Australia (ARIA)[124]

	9



	Belgium (Ultratop Flanders)[125]

	46



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100)[126]

	19



	Germany (Official German Charts)[127]

	42



	Israel (Media Forest)[128]

	42



	Italy (FIMI)[129]

	17



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40)[130]

	19



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ)[131]

	11



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[132]

	9



	US Billboard Hot 100[133]

	33






	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Australia (ARIA)[134]

	68



	Belgium (Ultratop Flanders)[135]

	97



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100)[136]

	19



	Denmark (Tracklisten)[137]

	42



	Italy (FIMI)[138]

	36



	Netherlands (Single Top 100)[139]

	33



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ)[140]

	29



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade)[141]

	60



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[142]

	35



	US Billboard Hot 100[143]

	31



	US Adult Contemporary (Billboard)[144]

	31
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[145]

	5× Platinum
	350,000^




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[146]

	2× Platinum
	60,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[147]

	6× Platinum
	480,000^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[148]

	3× Platinum
	180,000^




	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[149]

	Platinum
	250,000*




	Germany ( BVMI[image: External link])[150]

	Platinum
	400,000^




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[151]

	5× Platinum
	250,000



	Japan ( RIAJ[image: External link])[152]

	Gold
	100,000^




	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[153]

	4x Platinum+Gold
	270,000*




	New Zealand (RMNZ)[154]

	4× Platinum
	60,000*




	Norway (IFPI Norway)[155]

	2× Platinum
	20,000*




	Poland ( ZPAV[image: External link])[156]

	Diamond
	100,000*




	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[157]

	3× Platinum
	120,000^




	Sweden ( GLF[image: External link])[158]

	7× Platinum
	280,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[159]

	2× Platinum
	1,200,000[160]




	United States (RIAA)[161]

	6× Platinum
	6,000,000



	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone

sales+streaming figures based on certification alone
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 Release history






	Country
	Date
	Format
	Label
	Ref.



	Various
	August 28, 2015
	Digital download[image: External link]
	Def Jam
	[162]



	United States
	September 1, 2015
	Contemporary hit radio[image: External link]
	[6]



	Italy
	September 4, 2015
	


	RBMG

	Def Jam






	[163]



	Germany
	October 9, 2015
	CD single[image: External link]
	


	Def Jam

	Universal






	[164]
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 See also





	List of best-selling singles in Australia[image: External link]

	List of Billboard Hot 100 number-one singles of 2015[image: External link]

	List of number-one dance singles of 2015 (U.S.)[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles of 2015 (Australia)[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles of 2015 (South Africa)[image: External link]

	List of UK Singles Chart number ones of the 2010s[image: External link]
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Sorry (Justin Bieber song)






"Sorry" is a song recorded by Canadian singer Justin Bieber for his fourth studio album, Purpose (2015). Written by Julia Michaels[image: External link], Justin Tranter[image: External link], Sonny Moore[image: External link], Michael Tucker and Bieber; the song was produced by Skrillex[image: External link] and Blood[image: External link]. It was released on October 23, 2015, as the second single from the album. A dancehall-pop[image: External link] and tropical house[image: External link] song, "Sorry" contains in its instrumentation "brassy horn bleats", warm island rhythms and a dembow riddim[image: External link] beat. Lyrically, "Sorry" is a plea for a chance to apologize to a lover, with Bieber asking forgiveness and a second chance to redeem himself.

Commercially, the song topped the charts of thirteen countries. It spent 7 weeks at number one on the Canadian Hot 100 and 3 weeks at number one on the US Billboard Hot 100; "Sorry" was replaced by third single "Love Yourself" on the chart dated February 13, 2016, making Bieber the 12th act in the Hot 100's history to succeed himself at number one. He also accomplished the same feat in the United Kingdom, becoming the third act ever to self-replace at the top of the UK Singles Chart.



TOP
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 Background




While working on his then-upcoming fourth studio album, Justin Bieber enlisted American DJ Skrillex[image: External link] to produce songs for the record after successfully working with him on "Where Are Ü Now", which was a song that he sent to Skrillex and Diplo for their project Jack Ü and that became a worldwide hit and helped to revamp his career.[1] Regarding his will to work with the producer, Bieber commented: "Skrillex is a genius. He’s super futuristic and I just love his sounds. I think being able to incorporate that sound with what I’m doing has been super cool because it’s like new and fresh, and I feel like no one’s done it before."[2] Skrillex, on other hand, commented about his involvement on the album, saying: "I heard some well-written songs that were really good that they wanted me to do production on and from there, we wrote some new songs. It was an opportunity to try some stuff that I had never done before and we ended up making something really unique."[3] Skrillex also invited Michael Tucker, under his producer name BloodPop[image: External link], to help him produce some tracks for the album.[4] The producer wrote "Sorry" with other songwriters and immediately felt it was a relatable song. Later, he needed to convince Bieber's team that "Sorry" was "the song".[5]
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 Release




On October 18, 2015, Bieber announced the release of "Sorry", and a day later, the song was promoted through a Vine[image: External link] video that played the song in the background and featured King Bach[image: External link] and Michelle Obama.[6] On October 21, 2015, Bieber posted an acoustic 13-second sample of the song,[7] while on October 23, 2015, the song was officially released as Purpose second single.[8] In the same day, Bieber posted a video on his Instagram[image: External link], where he appeared in the studio with Blood and Skrillex, listening to the song and riding around on hoverboards[image: External link].[9] A "Latino remix" of the song, featuring Colombian singer J Balvin[image: External link], was released worldwide on November 6, 2015.[10][11]
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 Recording and writing




"Sorry" is the result of a studio collaboration between Michael Tucker, under his producer moniker Blood, with songwriters Justin Tranter[image: External link] and Julia Michaels[image: External link].[5][12] Tucker was responsible for writing the music[image: External link],[9] while Tranter and Michaels contributed to the song's lyrics[image: External link].[12] Michaels and Tranter, who had already worked together in a handful of tracks and became songwriting partners, were asked to go write with Tucker in a session.[12] Tucker created the song's melody with Bieber in mind,[9] while Michaels was in a vocal booth with Tranter and the word "sorry" "popped out" of her head, as she recalled. After that, they came up with the lyrics, inspired by a personal event Michaels had,[13] sent the demo to Bieber's team, and Bieber himself loved the track and "changed a couple things to make it feel more like him."[12] Skrillex was responsible for the beat[image: External link] and claimed that he also acted as a support "for what Justin was saying and help[ed] keep it simple, and record good, memorable songs."[14] Initially, Bieber thought the song was too safe and simple, but Skrillex told him it has a very refined simplicity about it.[14]

Blood commented in an interview about the song, stating: "From the perspective of the producer, I find the muffled vocal chops to represent the people or situations in which Justin or the listener could be apologetic towards. The vocal manipulations make an ambiguous sound and a moment later Justin replies, 'Sorry.' I love that narrative. Justin's vocal delivery and the triumphant key of the song gave the narrative a warm color. I am most excited by music that allows the beat to tell a story as much as the vocal and in 'Sorry,' the beat is saying moving forward, and apologizing, can be exciting and fun."[9] Bieber, on the other hand, opined that "the more [he] listened to it the more [he] fell in love with it." He continued: "The melodies are really catchy and some people would misinterpret that for being safe [...] but it's like The Beatles' 'Let It Be[image: External link]', simple melodies but it's so effective "music right now is missing those effective real songs."[15]
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 Composition and lyrical interpretation




According to the sheet music published at Musicnotes.com by Universal Music Publishing Group[image: External link], the song is composed in the key[image: External link] of E ♭ major[image: External link] with a moderately fast tempo[image: External link] of 100 beats per minute[image: External link]. Bieber's vocals range from the note of Eb 4[image: External link] to Bb 5[image: External link].[16] "Sorry" is a dancehall-pop[image: External link][17] and tropical house[image: External link] song.[18][19][20] It contains a "smooth but electrifying EDM beat, incorporating "brassy horn bleats",[21] a reggaeton rhythm,[22] warm island rhythms[23] and a dembow riddim[image: External link] beat.[24] It starts with a lone piano note before a distinct motif, most precisely a high-pitched coo, takes over.[25] Bieber uses a smooth falsetto during the track.[26] Bianca Gracie of Idolator[image: External link] drew parallels between "Sorry" and previous single "What Do You Mean?" for sharing "a similar tropical pop route" and found there were "a few more spritz of sweet, beachy and dancehall[image: External link]-inspired notes".[27] Many critics also found sonic similarities between both songs.[19][20][28]

Lyrically, the song is a plea "for a chance to apologize to an unidentified lover",[29] with Bieber asking forgiveness, "saying that he misses 'more than just [her] body'" and "hoping they can 'both say the words and forget this.'"[21] During the song, he sings: "I know you know that I made those mistakes maybe once or twice/ By once or twice I mean maybe a couple of hundred times. So let me, so let me redeem myself tonight/ Because I just need one more shot, a second chance."[21] Andrew Unterbgerger of Spin[image: External link] noted that on the track, "Bieber's still a little too proud to beg; he undercuts the penitence of his verses by deflecting 'You know there are no innocents in this game for two,' and never actually delivering the titular apology, merely asking if doing so would still be productive."[30]

Regarding its lyrics, Sheldon Pearce of Complex[image: External link] found it to be "sincere", while Amy Davidson of Digital Spy[image: External link] thought the opposite, considering it an unapologetic song.[31] Meanwhile, Jamieson Cox of The Verge[image: External link] wondered, "Is he singing to an ex or to listeners around the world?"[32] Julia Michaels, one of its songwriters, claimed that, "We were just trying to capture that moment in a relationship or a particular moment in your life where you realize you made a mistake and you're finally ready to admit it and apologize."[13] Later, Bieber admitted that the song was not an apology for his past transgressions, explaining: "People ran with that—that I was like, apologizing with that song and stuff. It really had nothing to do with that. ... It was about a girl."[33] Later, he confirmed that the girl in question was his ex-girlfriend Selena Gomez.[34]
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 Critical reception




Leah Greenblatt of Entertainment Weekly cited the song for being "stripped down for maximum aerodynamics, the vocals mentholated and sweetened with a brushstroke of bass here, a snake-charmer synth line there."[35] Andy Kellman of AllMusic[image: External link] selected the song as one of the album's highlights, citing the song and "What Do You Mean?" as tracks that "showed him making a deeper connection with his material and that, yes, he was progressing from performer to artist."[19] Brad Nelson of Pitchfork[image: External link] also praised both songs for being "vivid tropical house tracks that sound like sunlight drifting down through palm fronds. Bieber's voice often resembles a breath contorted inexpressively through notes; here, he lets it weightlessly fall through textures. They are his best performances to date, allowing him to flex a rhythmic playfulness without communicating an iota of legible emotion."[20] USA Today's Maeve McDermott wrote: "'Sorry' is just as much of an earworm as his previous single 'What Do You Mean?', with the same summery neon-hued electronic production."[28] For Bianca Gracie of Idolator, the song "is a few notches above of its single predecessor" due to "the combination of dancehall flair and the continued trend of his 'come hither' laid-back vocals," considering it "one that has been unmatched this year."[36]

Michelles Geslani of Consequence of Sound[image: External link] applauded the collaboration with Skrillex and BloodPop[image: External link], saying "the results are beyond promising. It's a chill number marked by warm island rhythms."[37] Brennan Carley of Spin[image: External link] wrote that the song "starts with a tropical drum-n-bass situation before exploding into a glorious, neatly wound chorus," calling it "a subdued step forward for the Biebs."[38] Andrew Unterberger of the same publication noted: "Like any number of classic Motown songs, 'Sorry' understands that take-me-back songs are always more persuasive when they sound like fun you're missing out on, and the song's euphoric drop is a better second-chance argument than any the singer could present himself."[30] Mikael Wood of the Los Angeles Times called it "airy tropical-house banger that makes the singer's first big hit, the puppyish 'Baby', seem like an artifact from a different era (which it pretty much is)."[18]Time's Nolan Feeney also appreciated the song saying: "With a beat this breezy, though, that’s nothing to be sorry about."[39] Dee Lockett of Vulture.com[image: External link] wrote: "it's a Caribbean-flavored house beat over which Bieber flexes his best falsetto."[40] Sam C. Mac of Slant Magazine[image: External link] opined that the song brought "a mini-resurrection of the house/reggaeton fusion Moombahton, along with Bieber's most grown-n'-sexy lyrics."[41] Amy Davidson of Digital Spy concluded: "With its show-offy vocal distortions and tropical feel, 'Sorry' might not be a sincere attempt at forgiveness—but that's probably why it sounds so good."[31]
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 Year-end lists




Billboard ranked "Sorry" at number 9 on its year-end list for 2015, writing: "Justin Bieber should try apologizing more often. From the bright opening notes to the manipulated vocal loop in the chorus, the Biebs brought EDM to his pop palette and made fans out of haters with an unforgivably good single."[42]



	Critic/Publication
	List
	Rank
	Ref.



	Billboard
	Billboard's 25 Best Songs of 2015
	9
	[42]



	Complex[image: External link]
	The Best Songs of 2015
	15
	[43]



	The New York Times
	The Best Songs of 2015 (by Jon Caramanica)
	11
	[44]



	USA Today
	The 50 best songs of 2015
	-
	[45]



	Village Voice[image: External link]
	Pazz & Jop[image: External link]
	39
	[46]
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 Commercial performance
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 North America




In the United States, "Sorry" debuted at number two on the Billboard Hot 100 on the issue dated November 14, 2015 with 277,000 downloads sold and 23.1 million US streams in its first week, becoming Bieber's second consecutive top-10 debut (after "What Do You Mean?" which debuted at number one) and his eighth top-10 Billboard single overall. The song was blocked from the top by Adele[image: External link]'s " Hello[image: External link]", which debuted at number one with 1.11 million downloads sold its first week on sale. With having debuted at number one and number two with prior single '"What Do You Mean?" and "Sorry", respectively, Bieber's Purpose became only the fourth album in Billboard's history to have yielded multiple songs that entered the Hot 100 in the top-two positions (the others were Mariah Carey's Daydream[image: External link] in 1995–96, Butterfly[image: External link] in 1997–98, and Eminem[image: External link]'s Recovery[image: External link] in 2010). Additionally, with "Sorry" at number two and "What Do You Mean" at number five, Justin Bieber became the 20th solo male artist to have two songs inside the top five.[47] The following week, the song sold 129,000 downloads, descending to number four on the Hot 100. However, it moved from 37 to 27 on the Radio Songs chart, with 46 million all-format audience impressions.[48] In its fourth week, after the release of Purpose, the song ascended again to number two on the Hot 100, selling 82,000 copies. That week, Bieber's "What Do You Mean?" and "Love Yourself[image: External link]" (a track from Purpose, which debuted on the chart after selling 140,000 downloads) were at number five and four on the Hot 100, respectively, which made the singer be only the third artist to have three singles inside the chart's top five (the others being The Beatles in 1964 and 50 Cent[image: External link] in 2005). Additionally, the same week, Bieber had 17 songs on the Hot 100[image: External link] simultaneously, breaking the record previously held by The Beatles and Drake[image: External link].[49]

For the chart dated December 12, 2015, after Bieber's performance on the American Music Awards, "Sorry" ascended from two to one on Digital Songs[image: External link], selling 178,000 downloads and becoming Bieber's third chart-topper on that chart, after 2012's "Boyfriend" and prior single "What Do You Mean?".[50] For the chart dated January 2, 2016, the song became Bieber's first number-one single on the Streaming Songs[image: External link] chart, ascending from 2 to 1. That week, it also became his second number-one song on the Mainstream Top 40[image: External link] chart.[51] After eight non-consecutive weeks (seven consecutively) at number two, on the week charting 23 January 2016, "Sorry" dethroned Adele's "Hello" and became Bieber's second number-one single on the Billboard Hot 100, after selling 128,000 downloads and earning 145 million audience impressions.[52] On the chart dated 6 February 2016, 'Sorry' stayed at the top of the Hot 100 for a third consecutive week, giving Bieber his longest number one on the chart. That week, Bieber's 'Love Yourself' ascended from 3 to 2, which made the singer be the 17th act in the Hot 100's history to rank at Nos. 1 and 2 simultaneously. He was just the 11th act to hold the Hot 100's top two as a lead artist on both songs.[53] The following week, 'Sorry' became Bieber's first number-one song on the Radio Songs[image: External link] chart after earning 141 million audience impressions, however, it was beaten to the top on the Hot 100 by "Love Yourself". With that, Bieber became the 12th artist in the Hot 100's 57-year history to succeed himself at number one.[54] On the issue dated 2 April 2016, "Sorry" spent its 21st week in the Hot 100's top ten, matching the mark for the most consecutive weeks logged in the Hot 100's top 10 from a song's debut. Impressively, Bieber's "What Do You Mean?" had already tied the record.[55] The record was surpassed later by Bieber's own "Love Yourself[image: External link]", which spent 23 consecutive weeks in the top ten since its debut.[56] As of February 2016, "Sorry" has sold 2 million copies in the U.S.[57]
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 Europe and Oceania




In the United Kingdom, the song entered at number two on the UK Singles Chart, once again behind Adele[image: External link]'s " Hello[image: External link]", which debuted at number one on October 30, 2015.[58] However, it climbed a place to the top of the UK Singles Chart on 20 November 2015, with 104,000 combined chart sales and 5.35 million streams, becoming Bieber's second chart-topping song in Britain. That week, Bieber had three songs inside the Official Singles Chart's top five, including "Sorry" (1), "Love Yourself" (3) and "What Do You Mean?" (5). No other male artist had achieved that in 34 years, since John Lennon did in January, 1981. In addition, the singer had eight songs inside the chart's top 40, the first time ever that a living act achieved this many entries simultaneously in the Official Singles Chart top 40 (the closest was Elvis Presley who managed a maximum of seven entries in 1957).[59] The following week, 'Sorry' remained at number one, meanwhile 'Love Yourself' reached the number two position, making Bieber be the first act to dominate the two spots of the Official Singles Chart in 30 years, since Madonna did in 1985 with "Into the Groove[image: External link]" and " Holiday[image: External link]".[60] The next week, "Sorry" was beaten to the top by Bieber's "Love Yourself", earning 5.5 and 5.97 million streams, respectively. With that, Bieber became the first act to replace themselves on the chart since Elvis Presley did in 2005. Also, he was the first living act to do so since The Beatles did in December 1963.[61] "Sorry" and "Love Yourself" remained at the same place for two more consecutive weeks, making Bieber the first artist ever to log four weeks at numbers 1 and 2 consecutively, breaking the record previously held by The Beatles, who logged three consecutive weeks at numbers 1 and 2 in 1967–68.[62] "Sorry" was the tenth best-selling song in the UK with combined sales of 934,000 copies.[63] On June 10, 2016, it was revealed that "Sorry" had become the first song to hit 100 million streams in the UK.[64]

In Australia, "Sorry" entered at number two on the ARIA Singles Chart, becoming Bieber's third top-ten hit in 2015 and his fourth overall.[65] In New Zealand, "Sorry" became Bieber's second consecutive number-one single.[66]
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 Music video
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 Purpose: The Movement version




A dance video for "Sorry" was released on October 22, 2015.[67] The video, which features the New Zealand[image: External link] dancers of ReQuest Dance Crew[image: External link] and The Royal Family dance crew, was directed and choreographed by New Zealander Parris Goebel[image: External link], who also appears in it as one of the dancers.[68] The video was initially intended to be a lyrics video and was eventually kept as a dance video. Describing it as "colorful, fun, and upbeat", Goebel said: "[We wanted to] just bring more life to it. We were going for a vintage '90s vibe. Me and two of my friends pretty much styled everyone. We all did our own makeup and were spontaneous… Most of it was my wardrobe, actually. We just kind of put together what we had."[69] As of May 18, 2017, the music video has received 2.5 billion views on YouTube, making it the third most viewed video on the site[image: External link], after See You Again[image: External link] by Wiz Khalifa[image: External link], and Gangnam Style[image: External link] by PSY[image: External link], the 22nd to reach 1 billion, the second fastest to reach 1 billion (behind Adele[image: External link]'s " Hello[image: External link]") and the fastest amount of time for a male to reach 1 billion views.[70]
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 Lyric video version




The lyric video[image: External link] for "Sorry" was released on October 29, 2015. The video features a girl (played by dancer Lauren Hudson Petrilli) who goes through a day of her life, with the words of the song appearing in random places as she wanders around inside and outside her house, alongside the use of special effects. The video was directed by Zach King[image: External link] and Aaron Benitez.[71]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Live performances




Bieber performed the song on The Ellen DeGeneres Show on November 13, 2015. He was also a musical guest on The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon[image: External link].[72] Additionally, Bieber performed the song during the 2015 American Music Awards, which took place at Microsoft Theater on 22 November 2015 in Los Angeles, California.[73] The singer also took the stage to perform "Sorry" during the season nine finale of The Voice[image: External link] on 15 December 2015.[74] Bieber performed the song live at the 2016 Brit Awards[image: External link] in London on February 24, 2016.[75]
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 Plagiarism allegation




In May 2016, Billboard reported that Bieber and Skrillex[image: External link] were being sued by indie artist White Hinterland[image: External link], who claims the duo used her vocal loop from her 2014 song "Ring the Bell" without permission. Eight seconds of the "Ring the Bell" riff is allegedly used six times in "Sorry." Co-writers are also included in the suit.[76] Producer Skrillex[image: External link] responded to the claim by uploading a video of himself manipulating the vocals of co-writer Julia Michaels[image: External link].[77]
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 Usage in media




The song can be heard in the Norwegian television series Skam[image: External link] (4th episode of Season 3).[78] The song is featured on Just Dance 2017[image: External link], it is also one of the songs in the demo of said game.
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2015–16)
	Peak

position



	Argentina (Monitor Latino[image: External link])[79]

Latino Remix featuring J Balvin[image: External link]


	10



	Australia (ARIA)[80]

	2



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40[image: External link])[81]

	2



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[82]

	2



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Wallonia)[83]

	3



	Brazil (Billboard Brasil Hot 100[image: External link])[84]

	6



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100)[85]

	1



	Czech Republic (Rádio Top 100)[87]

	9



	Czech Republic (Singles Digitál Top 100)[88]

	1



	Colombia ( National-Report[image: External link])[89]

Latino Remix featuring J Balvin[image: External link]


	6



	Denmark ( Tracklisten[image: External link])[90]

	1



	Finland (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[91]

	2



	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[92]

	4



	Germany (Official German Charts[image: External link])[93]

	3



	Hungary (Rádiós Top 40[image: External link])[94]

	26



	Hungary (Single Top 40[image: External link])[95]

	4



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[96]

	1



	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[97]

	3



	Japan (Japan Hot 100[image: External link])[98]

	23



	Lebanon (Lebanese Top 20[image: External link])[99]

	8



	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[100]

	1



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40[image: External link])[101]

	1



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[102]

	1



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ)[66]

	1



	Norway ( VG-lista[image: External link])[103]

	2



	Poland (Polish Airplay Top 100[image: External link])[104]

	29



	
Scotland[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[105]

	1



	Slovakia (Rádio Top 100)[106]

	48



	Slovakia (Singles Digitál Top 100)[107]

	1



	South Africa ( EMA[image: External link])[108]

	1



	South Korea International (Gaon Digital Chart[image: External link])[109]

	13



	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[110]

	1



	Sweden ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[111]

	1



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[112]

	2



	
UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[113]

	1



	US Billboard Hot 100[114]

	1



	US Adult Contemporary[image: External link] (Billboard)[115]

	11



	US Adult Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[116]

	3



	US Dance Club Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[117]

	1



	US Dance/Mix Show Airplay[image: External link] (Billboard)[118]

	1



	US Latin Pop Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[119]

	6



	US Mainstream Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[120]

	1



	US R&B/Hip-Hop Airplay[image: External link] (Billboard)[121]

	34



	US Rhythmic[image: External link] (Billboard)[122]

	1
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2015)
	Position



	Australia (ARIA)[123]

	16



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40)[124]

	59



	Belgium (Ultratop 50 Flanders)[125]

	86



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100)[126]

	67



	Denmark (Tracklisten)[127]

	21



	Germany (Official German Charts)[128]

	52



	Italy (FIMI)[129]

	73



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40)[130]

	53



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ)[131]

	14



	Sweden (Sverigetopplistan)[132]

	36



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade)[133]

	64



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[134]

	10






	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Argentina (IFPI)[135]

	1



	Australia (ARIA)[136]

	31



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40)[137]

	54



	Belgium (Ultratop 50 Flanders)[138]

	46



	Belgium (Ultratop 50 Wallonia)[139]

	50



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100)[140]

	1



	Denmark (Tracklisten)[141]

	16



	Germany (Official German Charts)[142]

	48



	Israel (Media Forest)[143]

	12



	Italy (FIMI)[144]

	16



	Japan (Japan Hot 100)[145]

	42



	Japan Hot Overseas (Billboard Japan)[146]

	1



	Japan Radio Songs (Billboard Japan)[147]

	27



	Netherlands (Single Top 100)[148]

	12



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ)[149]

	7



	Spain (PROMUSICAE)[150]

	5



	Sweden (Sverigetopplistan)[151]

	24



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade)[152]

	20



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[153]

	16



	US Billboard Hot 100[154]

	2



	US Adult Contemporary (Billboard)[155]

	20



	US Adult Top 40 (Billboard)[156]

	24



	US Mainstream Top 40 (Billboard)[157]

	8



	Venezuela English (Record Report)[158]

	1
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[159]

	7× Platinum
	490,000^




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[160]

	2× Platinum
	60,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[161]

	7× Platinum
	560,000^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[162]

	3× Platinum
	180,000^




	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[163]

	Diamond
	250,000*




	Germany ( BVMI[image: External link])[164]

	Platinum
	400,000^




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[165]

	5× Platinum
	250,000



	Japan ( RIAJ[image: External link])[166]

	Gold
	100,000^




	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[167]

	Diamond+4x Platinum+Gold
	570,000*




	New Zealand (RMNZ)[168]

	5× Platinum
	75,000*




	Poland ( ZPAV[image: External link])[169]

	Diamond
	100,000*




	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[170]

	6× Platinum
	240,000^




	Sweden ( GLF[image: External link])[171]

	7× Platinum
	280,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[172]

	3× Platinum
	1,800,000



	United States (RIAA)[173]

	8× Platinum
	2,600,000[57]




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone

sales+streaming figures based on certification alone
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 Release history






	Country
	Date
	Format
	Label
	Ref.



	Various
	October 23, 2015
	Digital download[image: External link]
	Def Jam
	[8]



	November 6, 2015
	Digital download (Latino Remix featuring J Balvin[image: External link])
	


	RBMG

	Def Jam






	[10]



	Italy
	December 21, 2015
	Contemporary hit radio[image: External link]
	Universal
	[174]
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	List of best-selling singles in Australia[image: External link]

	List of Billboard Hot 100 number-one singles of 2016[image: External link]

	List of Canadian Hot 100 number-one singles of 2016[image: External link]

	List of number-one hits of 2015 (Denmark)[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles of 2015 (Ireland)[image: External link]

	List of Dutch Top 40 number-one singles of 2015[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles from the 2010s (New Zealand)[image: External link]

	Scottish Singles and Albums Charts[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles of 2015 (Spain)[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles of 2016 (Spain)[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles of the 2010s (Sweden)[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles of 2016 (South Africa)[image: External link]

	List of UK Singles Chart number ones of the 2010s[image: External link]

	List of most viewed YouTube videos[image: External link]
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Love Yourself






For other uses, see Love Yourself (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Love Yourself" is a song recorded by Canadian singer Justin Bieber for his fourth studio album Purpose (2015). The song was released first as a promotional single on November 9, 2015, and later was released as the album's third single. It was written by Ed Sheeran[image: External link], Benny Blanco[image: External link] and Bieber, and produced by Blanco. An acoustic pop[image: External link] song, "Love Yourself" features an electric guitar[image: External link] and a brief flurry of trumpets[image: External link] as its main instrumentation. During the song, Bieber uses a husky tone in the lower registers. Lyrically, the song is a kiss-off[image: External link] to a narcissistic ex-lover who did the protagonist wrong.

On the US Billboard Hot 100 and the UK Singles Chart, the song became Bieber's third consecutive number-one, where in the United States it spent 24 non-consecutive weeks in the top ten (later named the best-performing single of 2016[image: External link]) and was also Bieber's first number one on the Adult Contemporary[image: External link] chart, while in the United Kingdom it spent six weeks at the top. "Love Yourself" topped the charts in fifteen countries, including Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and Sweden. "Love Yourself" was nominated for two Grammy Awards[image: External link]: Song of the Year[image: External link] and Best Pop Solo Performance[image: External link]. It was the seventh-best-selling song of 2016 in the US.[3]

The music video for the song was released along with the Purpose: The Movement project on November 14, 2015. It features a couple doing an interpretive dance[image: External link] on their house. Bieber promoted the song with performances on TV shows, as well as awards shows throughout 2015-2016, while adding it on the set list of his Purpose World Tour.
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 Background and release




On September 29, 2015, Justin Bieber announced in an interview with Australia's Sunrise[image: External link] morning show that British singer and songwriter Ed Sheeran[image: External link] had written a song for his then-upcoming album.[4] Later, during an interview for Capital FM[image: External link], Bieber revealed details about the song, saying: "It's just me and a guitar. Basically that’s how I started, playing on the street with a guitar." About Sheeran, he said: "I think he’s one of the most talented writers in the game right now, so just to have his input and his stories and our stories and match them up together and say ’What have you been through?,’ and telling the same story."[5][6] In another interview for the same radio network, he commented about the collaboration, stating: "It was a process. Just getting us together, you know, in the same room cause we did a lot of it separate. He is a good guy, super talented. Really good songwriter so just to be able to work with that calibre of songwriter was really, really awesome."[7] In 2017, Sheeran revealed that "Love Yourself" was written for his third album ÷[image: External link]. He said in an interview that the track would have been scrapped before Bieber took the song.[8]

On November 9, 2015 "Love Yourself" premiered on Beats 1[image: External link] along with "The Feeling".[9] The song was also made available on iTunes[image: External link] in the same day as a promotional single of Purpose,[1] and later it was announced as the album's official third radio single.[10] When talking to Ryan Seacrest, Bieber said "Love Yourself" is "definitely about someone in my past, someone who I don't want to put on blast," he described the song as "cool because so many people can resonate with that because how many women do we bring back that mom doesn't really necessarily like?."[11]
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 Composition and lyrics




"Love Yourself" was written by Ed Sheeran[image: External link], Benny Blanco[image: External link] and Justin Bieber, with production being done by Benny Blanco[image: External link], who was also responsible for the song's instrumentation and programming. It features background vocals by Sheeran. According to the sheet music published at Musicnotes.com by Sony/ATV Music Publishing[image: External link], the song is composed in the key[image: External link] of E major[image: External link] with a moderately tempo[image: External link] of 100 beats per minute[image: External link] and a time signature[image: External link] of 4

4. Bieber's vocals range from the note of B 3[image: External link] to B 4[image: External link].[12] It is an acoustic pop[image: External link] song, featuring just vocals, an electric guitar[image: External link],[1][13] and a brief flurry of trumpets[image: External link],[14] which was considered "the most subdued and least electronic of Bieber's new tracks."[1]

Lyrically, "Love Yourself" is a kiss-off[image: External link] to a narcissistic ex-lover who did the protagonist wrong,[15][9] with Bieber singing in a snappy and spiteful tone[16] while "hating on a girl for loving herself too much."[17] In the pre-chorus, he sings with a husky tone in the lower registers:[16] "My mama don't like you, and she likes everyone," "in a style that molds well to Sheeran's," according to Rolling Stone's Brittany Spanos.[1] "And I [never] like to admit that I was wrong. And I've been so caught up in my job, didn't see what's going on, and now I know, I'm better sleeping on my own," he continues.[1] In the chorus, Bieber sings, "Cause if you like the way you look that much, oh baby you should go and love yourself,"[17] which according to Digital Spy[image: External link]'s Amy Davidson, "'love yourself' means 'go f**k yourself' in this context."[18] On March 7, 2017, composer Ed Sheeran stated on the Howard Stern Show that he had Rihanna in mind for the song at first, and the original lyric was indeed "fuck yourself." [19] In the song's bridge, Bieber uses a " brass-and-vocalese[image: External link]" style.[20]
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 Critical reception




Andrew Unterberger of Spin[image: External link] called it "an earth-salting, cruelly chuckling kiss-off track, it features an unprecedented-for-Bieber caliber of lyrical detail, and its minimal arrangement allows every lyrical barb to pop like one of the song’s palm-mutes. For such sour grapes, though, 'Love Yourself' still sounds exultant; one of many reminders this year that for all his insistence on being a good person, Bieber may ultimately be best served as a Top 40[image: External link] heel."[14] Leah Greenblatt of Entertainment Weekly complimented the track as one of her favourites from the album, naming it "the world’s first campfire-folk diss track[image: External link]."[21] Amy Davidson of Digital Spy[image: External link] agreed, calling it a 'deliciously evil poison-pen ballad'.[18] Sheldon Pearce of Complex[image: External link] praised "Sorry" and "Love Yourself" for "display[ing] the best of Bieber in tandem: the full scope of his pop stylings—blue-eyed soul fleshing out both electronic and acoustic spaces."[16] Kenneth Partridge of Billboard wrote that Bieber "overplay[s] his renewed spirituality [...] mak[ing] like John Mayer[image: External link] doing Sam Smith[image: External link]," citing the track as an example.[22] Josh Gonzalez of Music Times thought the song was "a cool change of pace and nod musically to his 2014 duet with Cody Simpson 'Home to Mama'," adding: "Bieber is a great vocalist and does well on acoustic tracks."[23]

For Consequence of Sound[image: External link] editor Janine Schaults, "all the credit goes to Sheeran[image: External link]’s cherubic magic powers. Refreshingly, just a guitar and a lonely trumpet interlude accompany Bieber’s coy delivery."[24] Michelles Geslani of the same publication opined that the track "sounds exactly what you’d expect from a meeting of these two minds," considering it "'Thinking Out Loud[image: External link]' crossed with low-key, lovelorn Bieber."[25] Kitty Empire, writing for The Observer[image: External link], aprecciated the song for "strip[ping] everything back very effectively to a guitar line and a vocal."[26] Annie Zaleski of The A.V. Club[image: External link] was mixed, noting that "despite being a nicely deadpan kiss-off to a snobby ex, is generic acoustic-pop."[27] In a less favorable review, Pitchfork[image: External link]'s Brad Nelson wrote that, lyrically, "it's needlessly mean, neither funny nor clever, and it doesn't do much to justify the severity of its perspective."[28] Al Horner of NME[image: External link] noted that the song is "more traditionally Bieber, and [its] big pop hook [is] out of place amidst the forward-thinking electronic scuttle."[29] Sam C. Mac of Slant Magazine[image: External link] called the lyrics "unintentionally hilarious."[20] Alex Macpherson of The National[image: External link] called it "a cloying Ed Sheeran collaboration."[30] Billboard ranked "Love Yourself" at number 34 on their "100 Best Pop Songs of 2016" list.[31]
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 Commercial performance
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In the United States, the song debuted at number four on the Billboard Hot 100, giving Bieber his ninth top ten song and his third consecutive top ten debut from Purpose. It also debuted at number two and four on the Digital Songs[image: External link] and Streaming Songs[image: External link] charts, respectively, with 141,000 downloads and 17.4 million streams.[32] The following week, it descended to number seven on the Hot 100.[33] Two weeks later, it ascended from seven to five on the Hot 100, meanwhile Bieber's "Sorry" and "What Do You Mean?" were at number two and four, respectively. Thus, as he did three weeks prior when "Love Yourself" debuted at number four, Bieber had three concurrent songs in the Hot 100's top five, becoming the third act to achieve it since 50 Cent[image: External link] in 2005. Bieber and The Beatles are the only acts to earn the honor as a lead artist on all three songs.[34] On the chart dated February 6, 2016, "Love Yourself" ascended from three to two on the Hot 100, meanwhile Bieber's "Sorry" was at number one. With the feat, Bieber became the 17th act in the Hot 100's history to rank at numbers one and 2 simultaneously. He was also the 11th act to hold the Hot 100's top two as a lead artist on both songs.[35]

The following week, "Love Yourself" replaced "Sorry" at number one, becoming his third consecutive number-one single. Thus, Bieber was the 12th artist to succeed himself in the Hot 100's 57-year history; the last artist before Bieber was The Weeknd[image: External link], who is also from Canada. Additionally, Bieber's Purpose became the first album by a male artist to produce three number-one songs since Justin Timberlake's FutureSex/LoveSounds did so in 2006–07.[36] After being replaced at the top of the Hot 100 by Zayn[image: External link]'s debut single as a solo artist, " Pillowtalk[image: External link]", for one week, it returned to the number one position the following date. Also, "Love Yourself" replaced "Sorry" at the top of the Radio Songs[image: External link] chart with 144 million weekly audience, becoming Bieber's second number-one song on the chart.[37] However, the next week, "Love Yourself" was replaced at the top by Rihanna[image: External link]'s " Work[image: External link]" and descended to number two.[38] By the middle of 2016, the song had sold 1.6 million copies in the U.S.[39] On the chart dated 7 May 2016, "Love Yourself" spent its 23rd consecutive week in the Hot 100's top ten, breaking the record for the most consecutive weeks logged in the top 10 from a song's debut, previously set by Nicki Minaj[image: External link]'s " Starships[image: External link]", Maroon 5[image: External link]'s " Sugar[image: External link]" and Bieber's both "What Do You Mean?" and "Sorry". It has since been passed by The Chainsmokers[image: External link]'s " Closer[image: External link]" (2016–2017), which spent 32 weeks in the top 10.[40] Additionally, the song spent an eleventh week at the top of the Radio Songs chart.[41] Additionally, on the chart dated 14 May 2016, "Love Yourself" became Bieber's first chart-topper on the Adult Contemporary chart[image: External link].[42] The song was the most-played song in the United States in 2016, with nearly 4 billion audience impressions.[43]

During 2016, "Love Yourself" sold 1.8 million copies in the US, thus being listed seventh on the best-selling songs of the year list. Overall, it has sold 2.7 million copies in the country.[3]

"Love Yourself" finished at #1 on the Billboard Hot 100 Year-End of 2016 released in December 2016, becoming Bieber's highest charting song on Hot 100 Year-End to date, surpassing "Boyfriend" on the Hot 100 Year-End of 2012. This made him the youngest artist to date to receive a #1 single on a Hot 100 Year-End chart in Billboard's history.[44]
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 United Kingdom




In the United Kingdom, "Love Yourself" debuted at number three on the UK Singles Chart on 19 November 2015, after the release of Purpose. The following week, it rose to number two before replacing "Sorry" at the top of the chart on 4 December 2015. Bieber is the first artist to replace themselves at the chart's summit since Elvis Presley in 2005. "Love Yourself" marked Bieber's third consecutive chart-topping song in Britain.[45] The following week, the song stayed at the top of the chart with 114,000 combined sales and "Sorry" stayed at number two, which made Bieber the first artist ever to knock himself off the top spot with both songs holding at one and 2 for two consecutive weeks.[46] "Love Yourself" and "Sorry" remained at the same place the next week, which made Bieber the first artist ever to log four weeks at numbers one and 2 consecutively, breaking the record previously held by The Beatles, who logged three consecutive weeks at numbers one and 2 in 1967–68.[47] "Love Yourself" was beaten to the top by NHS Choir's "A Bridge Over You[image: External link]" charity single by nearly 31,000 chart sales.[48] However, the single rose to the number-one spot the next week, logging a fourth week at the summit and claiming the first number-one song of 2016.[49] The following week, it remained at number one, making Bieber the first artist on the UK Singles Chart to occupy the top three spots on the chart at the same time with "Sorry" at number two and "What Do You Mean?" climbing one place to three.[50] "Love Yourself" spent six non-consecutive weeks at number one.[51] On 4 January 2016, the Official Charts Company announced that 'Love Yourself' has earned 719,000 combined sales.[52]
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 Australia




In Australia, "Love Yourself" debuted at number three on the ARIA Singles Chart[image: External link], after the release of Purpose, giving Bieber his fifth top-three single in the country. That week the singer had three songs inside the top ten: "Sorry" (2), "Love Yourself" (3) and "What Do You Mean?" (7).[53] Two weeks later, "Love Yourself" was the most streamed track in the country and rose to number two, also it earned a gold certification for sales of over 35,000 copies.[54] In its fourth week, the song ascended from two to one, dethroning Adele[image: External link]'s " Hello[image: External link]" and earning a platinum certification for sales of over 70,000 copies. With that, Bieber became the only act to have two number-one songs in 2015 following previous single "What Do You Mean?", which topped the chart during four consecutive weeks in September.[55] The song stayed at the top of the chart the following two weeks. On its third week at number one, Bieber's 'Sorry' and "What Do You Mean?" were at number two and eight, respectively. With that, Bieber became the first act to dominate the top two positions since Macklemore & Ryan Lewis[image: External link] did in 2013 with "Same Love[image: External link]" and "Thrift Shop[image: External link]". He also was the first act to have three singles inside the chart's top ten since 2012.[56] The song was the first number-one song of 2016 and has spent seven consecutive weeks at number one, which places Bieber at number 8 on the list for the most accumulated weeks (11) at number one in the 2010s. Also, it is his longest-running number-one single in Australia.[57][58] "Love Yourself" also topped the charts in Sweden, Ireland, New Zealand, Netherlands and Denmark.[55]
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 Purpose: The Movement




The song's music video was released on YouTube on November 14, 2015 along with the other videos from "Purpose: The Movement". The video starts with Bieber saying: "Love isn’t 'do this for me and I’m going to do this for you.' That’s not what love is. Love is just 'I’m gonna do this for you because I wanna do this for you.'"[59] Later, the video features husband and wife dancers Keone and Mari Madrid dancing their way through their house. They are later seen dancing on their phone screens. The video ends when the wife wakes up and finds a note on her husband's pillow saying, "Love Yourself."[60]

As of May 11, 2017, the music video has received over 1.1 billion views on YouTube.[61]
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 Live performances and covers




Bieber first performed "Love Yourself" on The Ellen DeGeneres Show during 'Purpose' week release.[62] On November 18, 2015, the song was also performed on The Today Show along with other tracks from the album.[63] Bieber also added the song to the set list of his show on Capital FM[image: External link]'s Jingle Bell Ball 2015[image: External link].[64] He performed the song at the 58th Annual Grammy Awards. The singer performed an acoustic version of the track with James Bay[image: External link] on the guitar before performing "Sorry" during the 2016 Brit Awards[image: External link].[65] He also performed an acoustic version of the song during the 3rd iHeartRadio Music Awards[image: External link] before proceeding to a full performance of "Company".[66] "Love Yourself" is also part of the set list of his Purpose World Tour. The performance has Bieber on acoustic guitar while seated on a red velvet couch down center stage.[67] He performed the song at Radio Disney Music Awards[image: External link] during a special pocket show for fans, previously recorded.[68] On June 4, 2017, Bieber performed "Love Yourself" at the One Love Manchester[image: External link] benefit concert for the victims of the 2017 Manchester Arena bombing[image: External link].[69]

Canadian singer Alessia Cara[image: External link] posted a video covering of the song on her YouTube channel on November 14, 2015.[70] English singer Conor Maynard[image: External link] also posted a video covering the song on his YouTube channel on November 17, 2015.[71] American singer Halsey[image: External link] also performed a cover version for Triple J[image: External link]'s Like a Version[image: External link] studio in Australia on February 4, 2016.[72] Her version garnered attention since she replaced "love yourself" by "fuck yourself."[73] British singers Yo Preston and Kelly Kiara teamed up to write a reply to the song, with the version being called "Love Yourself vs F*ck Yourself." In their version, Kiara responds to Bieber’s lyrics taking about the boy’s cheating habits and overwhelming jealousy.[74] Their version charted on the ARIA Charts, reaching the top-twenty, peaking at number 16.[75]
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Recording


	Recorded at Record Plant, Los Angeles

	Mixed at Henson Recording Studios



Personnel




	

	Ed Sheeran – writing, background vocals.

	Benny Blanco – writing, production, instrumentation, programming.

	Justin Bieber – writing, vocals.

	Philip Beaudreau – trumpet.

	Chris "Anger Management" Sclafani – engineering.

	Simon Cohen – engineering.




	

	Josh Gudwin – engineering, mixing.

	Chris "Tek" O'Ryan – additional engineering.

	Henrique Andrade – additional engineering.

	Derrick Stockwell – mixing assistant.

	Andrew "McMuffin" Luftman – production coordinator.

	Seif "Mageef" Hussain – production coordinator.










Credits adapted from the liner notes of Purpose, Def Jam Recordings.[76]
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2015–16)
	Peak

position



	Argentina (Monitor Latino[image: External link])[77]

	10



	Australia (ARIA)[78]

	1



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40[image: External link])[79]

	2



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[80]

	2



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Wallonia)[81]

	3



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100)[82]

	1



	Czech Republic (Rádio Top 100)[83]

	1



	Czech Republic (Singles Digitál Top 100)[84]

	1



	Denmark ( Tracklisten[image: External link])[85]

	1



	Finland (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[86]

	7



	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[87]

	4



	Germany (Official German Charts[image: External link])[88]

	3



	Germany (Airplay Chart[image: External link])[89]

	1



	Hungary (Single Top 40[image: External link])[90]

	6



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[91]

	1



	Israel (Media Forest[image: External link])[92]

	1



	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[93]

	10



	Lebanon (Lebanese Top 20[image: External link])[94]

	1



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40[image: External link])[95]

	1



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[96]

	1



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ)[97]

	1



	Norway ( VG-lista[image: External link])[98]

	3



	Poland (Polish Airplay Top 100[image: External link])[99]

	3



	Portugal ( AFP[image: External link])[100]

	1



	Romania (Media Forest[image: External link])[101]

	1



	
Scotland[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[102]

	1



	Slovakia (Rádio Top 100)[103]

	1



	Slovakia (Singles Digitál Top 100)[104]

	1



	Slovenia ( SloTop50[image: External link])[105]

	1



	South Africa ( EMA[image: External link])[106]

	1



	South Korea Chart ( Gaon[image: External link])[107]

	57



	South Korea International Chart ( Gaon[image: External link])[108]

	1



	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[109]

	2



	Sweden ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[110]

	1



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[111]

	4



	
UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[112]

	1



	US Billboard Hot 100[113]

	1



	US Adult Contemporary[image: External link] (Billboard)[114]

	1



	US Adult Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[115]

	1



	US Dance/Mix Show Airplay[image: External link] (Billboard)[116]

	2



	US Mainstream Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[117]

	1



	US Rhythmic[image: External link] (Billboard)[118]

	2
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2015)
	Position



	Australia (ARIA)[119]

	25



	Germany (Official German Charts)[120]

	98



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[52]

	24






	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Australia (ARIA)[121]

	10



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40)[122]

	13



	Belgium (Ultratop Flanders)[123]

	15



	Belgium (Ultratop Wallonia)[124]

	21



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100)[125]

	2



	Denmark (Tracklisten)[126]

	2



	France [127]

	13



	Germany (Official German Charts)[128]

	12



	Israel (Media Forest)[129]

	6



	Italy (FIMI)[130]

	18



	Netherlands (Single Top 100)[131]

	7



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ)[132]

	3



	Poland (ZPAV)[133]

	23



	Slovenia (SloTop50)[134]

	10



	Spain (PROMUSICAE)[135]

	12



	Sweden (Sverigetopplistan)[136]

	10



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade)[137]

	9



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[138]

	8



	US Billboard Hot 100[139]

	1



	US Adult Contemporary (Billboard)[140]

	2



	US Adult Top 40 (Billboard)[141]

	7



	US Mainstream Top 40 (Billboard)[142]

	1
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	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[143]

	6× Platinum
	420,000^




	Austria (IFPI Austria)[144]

	Gold
	15,000*




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[145]

	2× Platinum
	60,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[146]

	7× Platinum
	560,000^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[147]

	3× Platinum
	180,000^




	Germany ( BVMI[image: External link])[148]

	3× Gold
	600,000^




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[149]

	5× Platinum
	250,000



	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[150]

	4x Platinum+Gold
	270,000*




	New Zealand (RMNZ)[151]

	5× Platinum
	75,000*




	Poland ( ZPAV[image: External link])[152]

	3× Platinum
	60,000*




	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[153]

	3× Platinum
	120,000^




	Sweden ( GLF[image: External link])[154]

	9× Platinum
	360,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[155]

	3× Platinum
	1,800,000



	United States (RIAA)[156]

	6× Platinum
	2,721,000[3]




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone

sales+streaming figures based on certification alone
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	Country
	Date
	Format
	Label
	Ref.



	Various
	November 9, 2015
	Digital download[image: External link]
	Def Jam
	[157]



	Italy
	April 15, 2016
	Contemporary hit radio[image: External link]
	Universal
	[158]
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	List of Billboard Hot 100 number-one singles of 2016[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles of 2015 (Australia)[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles of 2016 (Australia)[image: External link]

	List of Canadian Hot 100 number-one singles of 2016[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles of 2016 (South Africa)[image: External link]

	List of number-one international songs of 2016 (South Korea)[image: External link]

	List of UK Singles Chart number ones of the 2010s[image: External link]

	Billboard Year-End Hot 100 singles of 2016[image: External link]
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