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Foreword


When you tell someone who doesn’t quilt that you’re working on a quilt, they will almost always tell you about a person or quilt that holds meaning for them. Though quilting is far from a universal skill, it is universally beloved. We all have a favorite quilt, or a loving relative or neighbor who makes quilts.


While one of the great joys of quilting is wrapping others in the loving warmth of a creation, any quilter will tell you that the act of making is just one part of being a quilter. If you choose to join us, there is an incredible community ready and waiting for you. We don’t have a secret handshake, but we’ll share with you our best tips and favorite quilt shops. Sharing guidance is how we guarantee that the art of quilting will outlive us.


Though this book was written for beginners, it was not written by a beginner. When I met Lorelai at her first International Quilt Market, she was already an accomplished quilter and has only added to her accolades in the years since. She is an award-winning quilter, fabric designer, and phenomenal talent. Despite this experience, Lorelai has managed to keep her beginner’s mindset. You’ll find this throughout the book, starting with her very first tip: Be Fearless! She sets the example as a fearless teacher, walking beginners through the basics of quilting—from threading the machine to basic tools and construction techniques.


It is clear from these pages that Lorelai has not only taught quilters of all ages and skill levels but also listened to them. The details in this book include tips that many seasoned quilters have struggled through figuring out on our own—from how to get the thread off of a fresh spool to what all those lines on the ruler mean and explaining how quilt math works. Nothing is worse than finding more frustration than joy in your first quilt projects. The carefully thought-out details in this book will not only make this a favorite reference guide for beginners, but will also help guide more beginning quilters into becoming confident beginners and intermediate quilters.


In the nearly 25 years since I made my first quilt, I’ve had the opportunity to teach many quilters and also be taught by some incredibly talented makers. I’ve learned that the defining characteristics of a quilter aren’t the years their hands have seen but the heart and mind that guides those hands. Lorelai’s hands are being guided by an inquisitive mind—one that has asked all the questions and is excited to share the answers. Her hands are also guided by an incredible heart—one that knows she’s found “her people” in the quilting community. And we’re so glad she did!


Dear reader, I’m so excited for you! You’re about to dive into the wonders of quilting with Lorelai as your guide. She’s going to share with you our “secret handshake” and take you from cutting those first pieces of fabric to “I made this . . . now what is next!?”


To Lorelai, congratulations on an incredible work, and thank you for sharing your talents with all of us.
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Carolina Moore, best-selling author of
10-Inch Square Quilt Block Book, designer of quilting notions
(including the Glow Ruler), YouTuber,
educator, and award-winning quilter
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 Welcome to Your
Quilting Journey!



I am so thrilled that you have chosen to learn this amazing skill, and I’m even more excited that I get to come along with you! In joining the world of quilting, you’ll find gorgeous projects, inspiring artists, and best of all, a wonderful community of sewists! Whether you’re looking for a fun and interesting hobby or a career, there is a lot to be found in this incredible art.


In this book, we’ll cover everything from basic sewing skills to making beautiful quilted projects! I designed this book to be your learning tool throughout your journey, and a good quick reference once your skills are grown and you just need a little refresher. We’ll start out with the basics, like how to use a sewing machine, then we’ll dive into the different types of units that you can use to make pieced blocks and quilts. Of course, there are also plenty of tips and tricks that I’ve picked up throughout my years as an artist included to help you succeed!


For all my fellow math nerds out there, I’ve written Math Chat sections for each and every pieced block. I wanted to make sure that, if you want to, you can design and make your own quilted creations of any size and shape. A lot of quilters get scared off by the word “math,” but I’ve broken it down into easy steps to make all your design ideas come to life!


My favorite part of the book is the projects! When you think about quilting, a blanket that your grandma put on your bed might come to mind, or maybe a wall hanging that is displayed in your house. While these types of quilts are wonderful, and I have made several of them myself, there are a lot more options in the quilting world! For example, in this book we’ll make a laptop case, a tote bag, a Christmas tree skirt, and even a block that snaps onto the back of a jacket! What I hope these projects will show you is that once you learn the basics of quilting, you can make anything you can dream!
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WHO AM I?


Before we jump into the wild adventure that is quilting, I wanted to introduce myself. I’m Lorelai, the 16-year-old artist and owner of Pigs in a Blanket Quilting! I started my quilting journey at the young age of 11. I have since made it my mission to share the joy of this art with other young creative minds!


Even though I started quilting when I was 11, I’ve been sewing since I was 5. I would beg my grandma every day after school to let me sew on her machine, and I made more pillowcases than I can count! From there, my mom and I started to make projects like dresses, bags, and, yes, pillowcases to enter in the Missouri State Fair.


While it was amazing to see my work displayed at the fair, I didn’t enjoy the sewing very much for one reason: I had to be guided through every step of the pattern. I am a very stubborn girl, so I wasn’t too happy when my mom had to tell me when and how to stitch every seam, cut every piece, and clip every thread!


Everything changed when I was 11, and I found a box of small fabric rectangles that my great-greatgrandmother (yes two greats!) had cut out. I knew that my great-great-grandmother was a quilter, but I never really knew what quilting was (or how much fun it is)! I quickly realized that quilting was my chance to go crazy and try my own thing.


So I took the box of fabric, asked my grandma if I could use it, and got to work! Being the stubborn girl that I am, I decided to make the quilt using nothing but my fifth-grade math skills! Looking back, things would have gone a lot smoother if I had looked at a tutorial or two, but I was proud of the quilt that I made and that’s all that matters!


A local quilter named Janice Kroone heard that I was dipping my toe into the waters of quilting, and like a true quilter, she decided to pull me in! She gave me some patriotic fabric and a used sewing machine to make a Quilt of Valor for my mom who had been in the military.


Once again using no tutorials (and once again this was a bad idea), I made the quilt, and I was really proud of it!


The real magic happened when I took this quilt over to Janice’s house and saw her long-arm quilting machine for the first time! A long-arm is basically a big table with a moveable sewing machine on top that you use to stitch designs all over the quilt and hold the layers together, which is called the quilting. (Don’t worry! I’ll go over all the terms you need in the Quilter’s Vocabulary section, starting on page 23.) Until this point, I thought that a long-arm was just a really big sewing machine. I had no idea how awesome these machines were! I walked up to her sewing room, and she opened the door to reveal a 12 foot (3.7m) steel machine, then announced that we were going to use that machine to quilt my quilt! I was beyond excited to get started!
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Here I am at five years old, posing in a very stylish way, next to one of my state fair entries!
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This quilt is the one I made from my great-great-grandma’s rectangles.








She showed me how to load the quilt onto the machine, and I watched her quilt for about 10 minutes before she let me try it. I was hooked! She didn’t get her machine back for four hours.


After I gifted the quilt to my mom, I told her I had at least 10 more quilts in mind to make, and that I had fallen in love with long-arming. Together we looked into the price of sending just one quilt to a long-armer to finish, let alone 10, and that’s when something wonderful happened: my mom suggested we look for a long-arm to buy! Now what you need to know is that my family never takes big decisions like this lightly. I was always an arts and crafts kid, so I’d dabbled in about a hundred hobbies before quilting, but for some reason, we just felt that quilting was going to stick!




Quilts of Valor


This organization gifts quilts to veterans all over the country. Especially when you’re first starting to learn quilting, I highly recommend donating some of your quilts with this program. My first two quilts were Quilts of Valor, and it was the perfect way to practice my quilting skills. When you gift your quilt to a veteran, they’re not going to notice that small spot that you messed up on, or that your quilting design isn’t perfect. They’re going to see the love and time that you put into it! I learned so many skills making these quilts, and the joy that it brought was irreplaceable!
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This is the finished quilt that I gave to my mom. It uses a panel in the center, Pinwheel blocks, and best of all, plenty of quilting!
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This photo was taken the day that they delivered my long-arm. As you can see, I already had a quilt ready to go!
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This is me, on my basement floor, arranging 124 baby onesie squares for my first client quilt!
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I made these two jackets for a veterinary conference that my mom and I went to.








I went to a local quilt festival, tried out all the long-arms, picked a company that had a used long-arm in my budget, and everything grew from there. I started my business Pigs in a Blanket Quilting to pay off the cost of my long-arm by making T-shirt quilts (which are quilts made out of T-shirts) and quilting other people’s projects. My business has since undergone some big changes. I am now designing fabric for Northcott Fabrics, I have released several quilt patterns, and best of all, I have started making quilted clothes!


When quilted clothing started trending and I saw the amazing jackets quilters were making, I thought to myself, “I wonder if I could make a quilted skirt or dress?” So I got to work. I started by adding quilted blocks to clothes that I found at our local thrift shop. Then I made my first jacket with a vintage sewing pattern. From there, things got really wild! I made a dress that I wore to my first Houston International Quilt Market, and I have been making outfits like it ever since.


I love to show people that, while flat quilts are amazing and what inspired my journey, quilting offers so many more options. That’s why I put a lot of 3D and unique projects in this book, including a block that snaps onto the back of a jacket, so that you can wear your designs too!


Through building my skills and my business, I’ve learned that you’re never too young to follow your passion! I hope that this book inspires you to give quilting, or maybe just sewing, a try. You never know where the journey will take you! After all, I never imagined that making pillowcases all those years ago would be the start of this amazing journey. I am excited and honored to help you in your wild, crazy, and wonderful sewing adventure!






Gallery
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This is the first quilted jacket that I made! It’s made using a vintage Butterick sewing pattern, and I wore it for my first time at the Houston International Quilt Market!
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Free-motion long-arming is my favorite part of the quilting process. As you can see, I love to play around with feathers, swirls, and geometric patterns!
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This was a dress that I made for my first time at QuiltCon!
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I made this dress to wear to the H+H Americas fiber arts show!
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This is the first quilt pattern that I ever released, called “Butterfly Prisms”! The fabrics in this pattern have little tulips, so I thought this tulip garden was the perfect spot for a photo!
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This dress was a collaboration with Northcott Fabrics using their blender fabrics. I designed the jacket and piecing designs from scratch, then tweaked a vintage sewing template to make the skirt. I wore this design to my first International Quilt Market! It has since won the H+H Americas Best of Division Cosplay Award!
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I made this dress using the first fabric line that I designed, “Quilting in Bloom.” I’m in love with the colors and the shape of this gown!
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Here I am in front of the patterns that I designed for “Quilting in Bloom,” wearing the dress that I made from the collection. I was so excited to be debuting my new line!
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One year, I went to a three-week summer camp on a college campus. Of course I needed a backpack to carry my things, but instead of buying one, I made my own quilted bag! I used the “Connie” bag pattern from Sallie Tomato Patterns and added some piecing and quilting to make it my own!
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Here’s another example of how I get creative with my quilting! Fun fact: This quilt is a giant flower, and I did a different design in every petal!
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This quilt, “Magnetized,” was inspired by the behavior of magnetic fields. I wanted my quilting to mirror the movement of magnetic field lines from the north pole to the south pole. This quilt won first place in the youth divisions of QuiltCon and the Kansas City Regional Quilt Festival.










[image: ]




Here I am posing proudly next to my quilted dress design!
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This quilt, “Fabulous Fireworks,” was an original design inspired by our yearly fireworks display for the Fourth of July. It won the viewer’s choice award at the American Quilter’s Society shows in Paducah and Branson, and it was displayed at the Internation Quilt Festival in Houston as part of the “50 Years of Great Quilts” exhibit.
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The quilt in this photo is one of my early show quilts. I entered this into the Ozark Piecemakers Quilt Show and won first place in the youth section!
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By adding my own piecing and quilting to the “Laura” bag pattern from Sallie Tomato Patterns, I made this one-of-akind purse!









MY TIPS FOR YOU:


1. Be Fearless: My favorite thing about youth quilters is their bravery. I have taught classes both to young artists and adults, and the main difference is fear. A lot of adult quilters are very afraid to make mistakes, so they overthink every part of the process. With the youth artists, you can tell them what to do, and they go ahead and do it! Do they make mistakes? Of course! But that’s how we learn. If there’s one thing I’ve learned as a quilter, it’s that every mistake can be fixed, and most of the time, the fix ends up looking better than the original plan!


2. Be Independent First: When you’re stubborn like I am, you usually don’t want to ask for help in sewing. Even for the most stubborn of quilters, it can be tempting to ask someone else to do the hard part for you. I want to be clear here: There is nothing wrong with asking for help! The quilting community is full of wonderful people ready and willing to help you. With this said, always try the hard part yourself first! The feeling that you get when you conquer the challenge is truly amazing! If you really can’t get it—and this happens to even the most experienced quilters—ask someone to help you through it instead of doing it for you. Pro tip: The internet is a wonderful tool that I used a lot throughout my journey.


3. Take It Piece by Piece (pun intended): In this book, we’ll go over the basic blocks that make up traditional quilt piecing. Once you know these blocks, you can make any traditionally pieced quilt, so make sure you take your time and learn how to do them really well. From there, the possibilities are endless! You can make these blocks in all different sizes, shapes, and colors, and arrange them however you want to make whatever your heart desires!


4. Get Creative: I’ll say this a million times if I have to: patterns are not written in stone! Even if you’re making an original design, it can feel like there are certain laws of quilting that you just can’t break. Guess what? Quilting was made up by someone a long time ago, so you can be the someone to change it! If you’re working with a pattern and you think to yourself, “I wonder what would happen if I changed this?”—change it! Art would be nothing without creativity! Note: Always read the whole pattern first and make sure that you change all the measurements that need to be changed.


Enough talking! Let’s dive in and get stitching!
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Tools and Terms of the Trade


Let’s take a second to learn about the different tools and common terms that you’ll use in quilting. After all, how are you supposed to create masterpieces without the right tools and quilting vocabulary? You can find most of these tools at your local quilt store or online, and the quilting vocabulary at the end will help you confidently tackle any pattern!


MARKING TOOLS


Marking tools can be used for so many different things in quilting! In fact, we are going to use them a lot in this book! So what do I mean when I say “marking tool”? Well, a marking tool is basically anything you use to make temporary lines or dots on your fabric. There are a lot of different marking tools, so let’s go over them!


WATER SOLUBLE


What Is It?


This is my personal favorite of all the marking tools because it is easy to use, see, and erase! You can probably guess from the name, but water-soluble markers can be erased with water. They usually come in the form of a small marker, and every brand will look a little different. I’m not sure why exactly, but most water-soluble markers are either blue or purple.


How Do I Use It?


Water soluble markers are really easy to use because it’s exactly like using a regular marker! Just press down gently to make a mark (Fig. 1). In this book, we will do a lot of marking along rulers to get straight lines. To do this, just press your marker down gently next to your ruler, and slide it along the edge (Fig. 4). When you want to erase your marks, wet your marking with a squeeze bottle or spray bottle of water, and it should go away (Fig. 2).
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Here is my personal collection of markers. Can you tell I like them?
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FIGURE 1
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FIGURE 2








Important Note: Ironing these marks can make them permanent! Always erase your markings before you iron your projects. If it doesn’t go away, or it comes back, just spray with some more water. I would recommend always testing your water-soluble marker on a scrap of the fabric that you’re using to make sure that it erases.




Marking the Right Spot


One thing that is super important to watch out for when you’re marking is whether or not your marking tool is marking right along your ruler or a little bit to the side. Watch what happens when I mark with a heat-erasable pen: the pen draws a line right along the ruler (Fig. 3). When I mark with my water-soluble marker, the line is just a little bit away from the ruler (Fig. 4). This can throw your markings off and cause all kinds of problems in your quilting!


What do we do? When you’re using a new marking tool, measure after you mark. For example, in Figures 3 and 4, I marked a line 1" (2.5cm) away from the side of my fabric. After, I can measure how far in the line actually is from the edge of the fabric (Fig. 5). It looks like my marking was almost ⅛" (3.2mm) off! So now I know to move my ruler back ⅛" (3.2mm) to get a good marking with this tool. Even if you use a marking tool a lot, it is always a good idea to double-check your markings for accuracy.
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FIGURE 3
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FIGURE 4
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FIGURE 5











CHALK


What Is It?


Chalk marking tools are great for dark fabrics that you can’t see water-soluble markings on. These come in two main forms: a pencil that looks just like a regular pencil but with chalk instead of pencil lead, and a chalk tube. There are three parts to this second tool: a refillable, chalk-filled tube; a brush for erasing the chalk markings; and a tiny wheel that spits out chalk when it spins. You can also find a powder form, but this is more for long-arm quilting, so I wouldn’t recommend it in this book.


How Do I Use It?


Let’s learn how to mark along a ruler with these tools! For the pencil form of this chalk, you can use it just like a regular pencil (Fig. 6). Pro tip: Don’t press down too hard, because it may make it hard to erase. To remove your markings, look at the instructions for your specific tool, because each one is a bit different.


For the chalk tube with a wheel, you use it kind of like a pizza cutter. When you want to make a chalk mark, just put the wheel down on your fabric, press gently, and move it in the direction that you want to mark (Fig. 7). Note: If the wheel gets stuck, try turning the tool around and moving the wheel in the other direction. To erase these markings, you can either brush them off with your hand, a paintbrush, or the small brush that comes on the end of some of these tools (Fig. 8).
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Chalk pencils (bottom) are used the same way as a regular pencil. Chalk tubes (top) have a wheel that gets dragged along fabric and spits out chalk as it moves.
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FIGURE 6
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FIGURE 7








For the pencil, simply slide it along the edge of the ruler. For the chalk tube, angle your marker a little bit away from your ruler to make sure the marking gets right next to the ruler, and gently slide the marker along the edge of the ruler (Fig. 9).
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FIGURE 8
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FIGURE 9








HEAT ERASABLE


What Is It?


Let me get started by saying that I do not personally recommend these marking tools, but they can work well when learning techniques because they make crisp, clean lines. These tools act just like a regular pen, but you can erase them with an iron. Some quilters like this option better because you have to wait for your piece to dry with water-soluble markers.


Here is why I don’t use these tools in my quilting: Firstly, they can sometimes leave small white lines after they’ve been erased; secondly, the markings come back in the cold. So if you’re making a project where all your markings are going to be on the back or in your seams, and it’s never going to get cold, this is an option for you.
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Iron-erasable pens are used just like regular pens, but you can erase the markings by ironing over them.








How Do I Use It?


You use this tool just like a regular pen! Press down on the top to bring out the point of the pen, press gently on your fabric, and move the tool to create your marking (Fig. 10). To mark along a ruler with this tool, simply slide the tool along the edge of the ruler in the same way that you did the chalk pencil. To erase the marking, put your iron on top of it for a few seconds (Fig. 11).
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FIGURE 10
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FIGURE 11










Tip


Some pins have plastic heads, and some have glass heads. The plastic heads could melt under the heat of an iron, so make sure that you’re extra careful with these pins!






PINS AND CLIPS


These tools help you hold things together while you sew! They are very important for matching up points in your piecing! So what are they, and what is the difference between pins and clips? Let’s find out!


PINS


What Are They?


Pins are small, long tools that have a ball on one end (called the pin’s “head”) and a sharp point at the other. As you can see in the photo, they don’t all have ball shapes on the end. Some have small rectangular tabs or even fun shapes! This shaped end makes it easier to take out a pin because you can easily grab onto the end. The sharp end is what pierces into your fabric!


How Do I Use Them?


Pins are really easy to use! Just push the sharp end of the pin into your fabric, then push it back up through a spot a little bit further away on your fabric (Fig. 12). Ta da! If you do this with two layers of fabric, you can hold them together (Figs. 13–14). Look at you go!
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Pins come in all shapes and sizes. Just be careful—they’re sharp!
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FIGURE 12
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FIGURE 13
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FIGURE 14








CLIPS


What Are They?


Clips are a lot newer to the quilting world than pins. These are usually used to hold two really thick layers of fabric together when it’s hard to get a pin through. This means that they’re super handy for making projects like bags. But the best part is they come in all these fun colors!


How Do I Use Them?


These clips work just like any chip clip or hair clip. Just press the ends of the clip together to open it up (Fig. 15) and let go to close it over the spot that you need to clip (Fig. 16). That’s all there is to it!
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Clips are especially amazing for holding thick fabrics together, when it’s hard to get a pin through.
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FIGURE 15
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FIGURE 16









HAND-SEWING NEEDLES


You have probably seen, or used, a hand-sewing needle before. For most of the sewing we’ll do in this book, we’ll use a sewing machine to stitch, which uses a different kind of needle. But hand stitching will help us neatly close up openings, finish bindings, and add sew-on snaps!


What Are They?


These tools have a sharp end that you stick through your fabric, and an end with a hole, called an eye, that your thread goes through.


How Do I Use Them?


To use a hand-sewing needle, put a strand of thread through the eye which, as mentioned, is the hole on the end (Figs. 17–18). We’ll learn how to knot this thread in a later chapter (page 122). You can stick the needle through your fabric in different ways to make different stitches. We’ll go over what kind of stitches you’ll need for quilting in a bit!
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Hand-sewing needles are used for stitching by hand rather than a sewing machine.
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FIGURE 17
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FIGURE 18








FABRIC SCISSORS


For most quilting, you’ll be using a tool called a rotary cutter, but we’ll discuss that in detail in a later chapter (page 25). Rotary cutters are used to cut straight lines, so how do we cut curved lines? Fabric scissors!


What Are They?


Fabric scissors are just like regular scissors but sharper—so be careful! You may have heard another sewist tell you not to use their fabric scissors to cut paper, and there is a good reason for this! Using fabric scissors on paper can actually make them less sharp. You can use fabric scissors to cut curves or to cut your threads to take your pieces out of your sewing machine after you’ve stitched them.


Note: You should also keep paper scissors on hand for cutting templates out of paper. Do not confuse them with your fabric scissors!


How Do I Use Them?


You can use fabric scissors just like you use regular scissors! Put your fingers through the holes on the end, spread these holes to open, and close the scissors on your fabric to cut it (Fig. 19).
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Fabric scissors are really sharp and made specifically for cutting fabric.
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FIGURE 19









THREAD


Let’s talk about what kind of thread we use when sewing and quilting. All quilters have different preferences for threads, but I’m going to share with you what kind of thread I use.


What Is It?


You probably know what thread is. It is the string that you run through your sewing and quilting machines to hold your fabrics together. You may not know that there are different weights and kinds of thread!


There are two main kinds of thread in quilting: cotton and polyester. I tend to use polyester thread for sewing and quilting because it is a bit stronger, and it works better for me in general. Cotton thread is a more natural option, but it breaks a little more easily. You can also find threads that are a blend of the two materials! Of course, you should choose whichever thread you prefer.


Let’s talk about thread weight! The weight of a thread is basically how thick or thin it is. Now here’s the odd thing: the bigger the thread weight is, the thinner the thread itself. I know, weird right? A typical weight for sewing thread is around 40. The sewing thread that I use is 35wt, and the quilting thread that I use (for my long-arm) is 40wt. Once again, choose whatever thread works best for you and your machine!
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Thread comes in different colors and weights. When I’m sewing, I usually use a 30–40wt thread because it's nice and strong.








FABRIC


What Is It?


Since most of the book talks about fabric and how to use it, I just want to give you some basic information here about the fabric we use for quilting.


For quilting, we use 100% cotton fabric. Don’t let this limit you to quilting only with this fabric down the road, because you can make some pretty awesome quilts with different kinds of fabric. For now, though, we’re going to stick to cotton because it is easy to work with.


Fabric is bought in yards, which is why it is sometimes called yardage. A yard is 3 feet or 36 inches. Quilting fabric yardage is 42"–44" (106.7–111.8cm) wide but can be as narrow as 36" (91.4cm) wide. When I’m doing th math for a quilt, I usually assume the fabric is 36" (91.4cm) wide just to be safe. Yardage comes folded in half. The side it is folded along is called the fold (Fig. 20). Fabric is sometimes sold in what’s called a fat quarter, which is a piece of fabric that is 18" x 22" (45.7 x 55.9cm) (Fig. 21). On the other hand, a quarter yard of fabric is 9" x 44" (22.9 x 111.8cm). A fat quarter and a quarter yard are both the same amount of fabric, they just have different dimensions. If you’re using a quilt pattern that calls for a quarter yard of fabric, you should not buy a fat quarter without checking what you have to cut, because the fat quarter might not be long enough.
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FIGURE 20
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FIGURE 21








The sides of the fabric have what’s called a selvage (Fig. 20), which is a really strong strip of fabric that keeps the fabric from fraying until you’re ready to use it. You should never use the selvage in your quilt because it shrinks differently in the washing machine than your other fabric, and can bunch up your quilt.


Each piece of fabric has grainlines. Don’t get scared off by this term! A grainline is just talking about the way that the fabric is woven (Fig. 22). When someone says “straight grain,” they mean the threads that go up and down, in the same direction as the selvage on the fabric. When someone says “cross grain,” they mean the threads that go side to side on the fabric. The cross grain (Fig. 23) has more stretch than the straight grain (Fig. 24). The only grain you really need to know in quilting is the bias. This is the diagonal of the fabric, and it is the stretchiest of the grainlines (Fig. 25). Later, we’ll learn how to use this bias to make bias binding.
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FIGURE 22
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FIGURE 23
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FIGURE 24
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FIGURE 25










Other Tools and Materials


Here is a list of some other tools, notions, and materials that you’ll need for this book. I will talk more about each later.




• Sewing machine (of course!)


• Cutting mat


• Quilt rulers


• Seam ripper


• Rotary cutter


• Iron


• Tape measure


• Painter’s tape (optional)


• Batting









QUILTER’S VOCABULARY


This is a quick guide to all the quilting terms you have learned or will learn in this book. If you ever get confused about what a word means, you can find it on this list!






	• 45-Degree Line: The diagonal line on your ruler that is usually marked with “45.”







	• Anchor Cloth: A small piece of scrap fabric that you sew over before sewing onto your main fabric. This means that any thread tangles happen on this cloth instead of your project.







	• Backing: The fabric on the back of your quilt.







	• Backstitching: Stitching over your stitching again, backward, to make it stronger.







	• Basting: This is a fancy word for really long stitches. When someone tells you to baste something, you just turn the stitch length on your machine as high as it will go, then sew like usual!







	• Batting: The layer of fluffy material that goes between the backing and the quilt top.







	• Bias: The diagonal of a fabric. This is the stretchiest grainline on the fabric.







	• Bias Binding: Binding cut on the bias grain of the fabric.







	• Binding: The skinny strip of fabric around the edges of a quilt.







	• Bobbin: A small disk that you spin thread around. The thread from a bobbin will end up on the bottom of your stitching.
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