
        
            
                
            
        

    
Portuguese in Use 2 

Practice Portuguese in Everyday Life Are you ready to master Brazilian Portuguese? This book series is designed to take you from absolute beginner to professional level, all while using English as the language of instruction—no personal tutor required. 

This series focuses on Brazilian Portuguese, the most widely spoken and used variation of Portuguese in the world. 

Do you want to learn more than just a few basic words in Portuguese and sound like a native speaker at the same time? If so, you've found the right place! 

In this book, you'll learn Portuguese for everyday life, enabling you to communicate confidently with native speakers. 

We start with the basics of Brazilian Portuguese: pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, and daily phrases that will help you in any situation. The book is divided into units organized by topic, making it easy to remember and apply what you've learned in the right context. 

Additionally, you’ll learn essential phrases for a variety of situations to expand your vocabulary. 

Every language has its unique expressions and phrases, and Portuguese is no exception. Learning these will make you sound more confident, especially when speaking with native speakers. Mastering these expressions will help you understand the context of most daily conversations, which is why we've included the most commonly used phrases and expressions, as curated by experts. 

You will also learn practical grammar, enabling you to form sentences anytime. Moreover, you'll gain a solid foundation of vocabulary, essential verbs, and their conjugations in different tenses. 

Finally, you'll practice accurate Brazilian Portuguese pronunciation with guidance from a native speaker. 

How to Use This Book 

Here are some tips on how to make the most of this book and master new phrases: 

1. Listen to the native speaker. 

2. Say each phrase out loud five times the first 

time you encounter it. These phrases are 

short, so practice them! 

3. Write down the phrases in the way you 

pronounce them. 

4. Record yourself speaking and compare your 

pronunciation to the native speaker's. By following these steps, you’ll be able to listen to your recordings, refine your pronunciation, and practice independently at home. 

 

Why Buy This Book? 

1. Audio Version Included: After purchase, 

contact us to receive your complete package. 

2. Real-Life Conversations: Learn to speak 

Brazilian Portuguese fluently in different 

situations. 

3. Sentence Structure: Understand how to 

build sentences and create variations. 

4. Essential Vocabulary and Phrases: Over 

5,000 words and phrases commonly used in 

daily conversations. 

5. Practical Grammar: Master fundamental 

grammar rules to improve your 

communication. 

6. Native Pronunciation: Learn correct 

pronunciation with a Brazilian native speaker. 

Who Is This Book For? 

•   People working with Brazil, Portugal, or 

other Portuguese-speaking countries. • Frequent travelers to Brazil, Portugal, or any 

Portuguese-speaking destination. 

• Residents in Brazil or Portuguese-speaking 

regions. 

•   Job seekers aiming to work in Portuguese-

speaking countries. 

•   Enthusiasts of Latin culture and affairs. • Language learners who enjoy the challenge of 

mastering new languages. 

About the Author 

Mohamed Emad Eldin Elshenawy

Hello everyone! My name is Mohamed, a 

Brazilian-Egyptian living in Brazil. I’m a 

Portuguese language teacher and the founder 

of EscolaOnline, with over a decade of 

experience teaching Portuguese in Arabic and 

English. Certified in teaching Portuguese to 

non-native speakers, I speak six languages, 

which helps me connect and teach effectively 

in multiple languages.
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Indirect and Direct Object 

Pronouns in Portuguese  

Object pronouns in Portuguese, known as "pronomes oblíquos", refer to the object of the verb when it is represented by a pronoun rather than a noun. These pronouns are not the subject of the sentence, which distinguishes them from subject pronouns. 

There are two types of object pronouns: 

•   Direct Object Pronouns: Used without a 

preposition and directly linked to the verb. 

•   Indirect Object Pronouns: Often connected 

to the verb with a preposition or based on the 

verb's structure. 

In everyday Portuguese, some object pronouns mirror subject pronouns, making them easier to use in conversational language. Let's explore their structure: 




Direct and Indirect Object Pronouns 

Subject       Direct Object       Indirect Object 

Pronoun        Pronoun           Pronoun 

Eu (I)              Me                  Mim 

Você (You)          Te                 Você 

Ele/Ela

O/A, Se, Lhe            Ele/Ela 

(He/She) 

Nós (We)           Nos                Nós 

Vocês (You, 

Vos                Vocês 

plural) 

Eles/Elas

Os/As, Se, Lhes  Eles/Elas 

(They) 

 

Examples 

1. I’m calling my parents.

Estou ligando para meus pais.

Here, "my parents" is the object of the verb 

"calling." 

2. I’m calling them.

Estou ligando para eles.

"Them" replaces "my parents" as an indirect 

object pronoun connected to the verb. Direct Object Pronouns in Portuguese 

Direct object pronouns appear directly with the verb and do not require a preposition. They include: 

Pronoun       Pronoun         English 

(Formal)      (Informal)        Equivalent 

Me           Me             Me 

You 

Te           Você, Te 

(informal/formal) 

O/A, Se, Lhe      Ele/Ela           Him/Her 

Nos            Nos               Us 

Vos           Vocês         You (plural) 

Os/As, Se, 

Eles/Elas             Them 

Lhes 

 

Examples 

1. They help me with my work.

Eles me ajudam no meu trabalho. 

2. Pedro has a class at two. I’ll call him at 

one.

Pedro tem aula às duas. Eu lhe ligo à uma.

The verb ligar can act as either direct or 

indirect. In spoken Portuguese, the indirect 

object pronoun is often used, making it: 

Eu ligo para ele à uma. 3. I’ll meet her at school.

Eu a encontrarei na escola.

In spoken Portuguese, the informal structure 

becomes: 

Eu encontrarei ela na escola.

 

Key Notes on Everyday Usage 

1. In colloquial Portuguese, subject pronouns 

often replace direct object pronouns, and they 

are placed after the verb rather than before: 

o When they get to know you better, 

they’ll like you.

Quando te conhecer melhor, vão 

gostar de você.

In spoken language: 

Quando conhecer você melhor, vão 

gostar de você. 

2. My dad can take us to the movies.

Meu pai pode nos levar ao cinema.

In spoken Portuguese: 

Meu pai pode levar a gente ao cinema.

 

Special Cases: When Verb Endings Change Pronouns For verbs ending in -r, -s, or -z, the pronouns o, a, os, as change to -lo, -la, -los, -las. The final letter is dropped, and an acute accent (´) is added to the preceding vowel. 

Examples: 

1. My sister and I can take them.

Minha irmã e eu podemos pegá-los.

Informal version: 

Minha irmã e eu podemos pegar eles. 

2. How can we abandon them?

Como podemos abandoná-las?

Informal version: 

Como podemos abandonar elas?

 

Cases with "-ão," "-õe," "-am," "-em" Endings 

For these endings, pronouns o, os, a, as change to -no, -na, -nos, -nas. 

Examples of Object Pronouns in Use 

1. Make her talk!

Façam-na falar!

Informally: 

Façam ela falar! 2. Yes, the chairs. Put them in order.

Sim, as cadeiras. Põe-nas em ordem.

Informally: 

Sim, as cadeiras. Põe elas em ordem.

 

Indirect Object Pronouns: Lhe and Lhes 

The pronouns lhe (singular) and lhes (plural) are used in formal contexts to mean "to him," "to her," or "to them." These replace the prepositional phrases para ele, para ela, para eles, or para elas. 

Examples: 

1. Send him the message.

Mandem-lhe o recado.

Informally: 

Mandem para ele o recado. 

2. The child gave him the toy.

A criança deu-lhe o brinquedo.

Informally: 

A criança deu o brinquedo a ele.

 

Se: Reflexive and Passive Voice 

The pronoun se is used reflexively (e.g., "himself," 

"herself") or in the passive voice. In informal speech, se usually appears before the verb, while in formal writing, it follows the verb. 

Examples: 

1. He hurt himself jumping off the wall.

Ele machucou-se ao pular o muro.

Informally: 

Ele se machucou ao pular o muro. 

2. They love each other.

Eles se amam. 

3. We will marry each other in March.

Nós nos casaremos em março.

 

Prepositional Pronouns (Pronomes Tônicos) 

Prepositional pronouns are used with verbs requiring prepositions. These include forms like comigo (with me), contigo (with you), and others that correspond to English pronouns following prepositions (e.g., "with him," "for them"). These are common in everyday Portuguese. 

Examples: 

1. Will you leave the car for him?

Você vai deixar o carro para ele? 2. I’m writing to her.

Eu estou escrevendo para ela. 

3. They bought a gift for them.

Comprei para eles um presente.

 

Prepositional Pronouns with "Com" 

When combined with com (with), these pronouns change form: 

•   With me: Comigo

Example: Eles querem trabalhar comigo.

(They want to work with me.) 

•   With you: Contigo

Example: Por que eles não querem falar 

contigo?

Informally: Por que eles não querem falar 

com você?

•   With him: Com ele

Example: Eles vão embora com ele.

•   With her: Com ela

Example: Eles vão embora com ela.

•   With us: Conosco

Example: Eles querem ir conosco. (They 

want to go with us.) 

In informal speech: Eles querem ir com nós. •   With you (plural): Com vocês

Example: Eles vão vir com vocês?

Pronoun Si: Himself, Herself, Themselves 

The pronoun si is used formally to mean "himself," 

"herself," or "themselves" and is often preceded by prepositions. 

Examples: 

1. Why is she doing this to herself?

Por que ela faz isso para si mesma? 

2. What selfishness! He only thinks about 

himself.

Quanto egoísmo! Ele somente é capaz de 

pensar em si próprio.

Phrases You Need to Know During a Conversation 

Listen to the native speaker and repeat each phrase multiple times.

 

•   What a beautiful day!

Que dia bonito. 

•   What time is it?

Que horas?

•   Are you awake?

(Male): Você está acordado?

(Female): Você está acordada? 

•   What day is it today?

Que dia é hoje? 

•   I don’t feel well today.

Eu estou me sentindo doente hoje. 

•   I’m running a bit late.

(Male): Eu estou um pouco atrasado.

(Female): Eu estou um pouco atrasada. 

•   What’s for breakfast today?

O que tem para o café da manhã hoje? 

• I didn’t sleep well. I had a nightmare.

Eu não dormi muito bem. Eu tive um 

pesadelo. 

•   How was school today?

Como foi a escola hoje? 

•   I took a test, and I did well.

Eu fiz uma prova e me saí bem. 

•   Can you set the table, please?

Você poderia arrumar a mesa, por favor? 

•   I’m hungry.

Estou com fome. 

•   Is lunch ready?

O almoço está pronto? 

•   Would you like some water?
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