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The different colors on this map show where the mountains are. Light yellow means pretty flat, but orange is very tall!




Welcome to Australia, the largest island in the world! The seasons here are opposite of those in North America. When it is summer in North America, it is winter in Australia.


Much of Australia is made up of desert, called the Outback. This means almost all Australians live on the coast where it is cooler. But it does snow in the southern parts of the country during winter. Australia’s biomes range from the Outback’s desert to the rainforest on the coast. In the north lies the grassy savanna.





Colonials called this large rock formation Mount Olga (shown here). It is surrounded by sand. Aboriginals call this place Kata Tjuta (KAH-tah CHOR-tah), which means “many heads.” Aboriginals have lived in Australia for thousands of years.
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The red kangaroo has strong legs and large feet, and it can hop at 35 miles (56 kilometers) per hour. Mother kangaroos have a pouch for carrying joeys (baby kangaroos). Joeys will play-fight with their mothers.







RED KANGAROO


Length: 8½ feet (2.6 meters), including tail


Weight: 200 pounds (91 kilograms)


Habitat: deserts, grasslands, and scrublands of western and central Australia


Diet: grasses and leaves
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Wallabies (WALL-ah-bees) are cousins of the kangaroo. They look very similar, have pouches, and hop around, but they are much smaller.







RED-NECKED WALLABY


Length: 5 feet (1.5 meters), including tail


Weight: 40 pounds (18 kilograms)


Habitat: forests and scrublands of Tasmania and eastern Australia


Diet: grasses and leaves







The sugar glider is active at night. It spreads its limbs to glide through the treetops. Thin webs of skin stretch from its ankles to its wrists are what keep the animal overhead. Sugar gliders can “fly” the width of a football field. They look very similar to flying squirrels, but they are different animals.



OEBPS/xhtml/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Cover



		Title



		Animals of Australia



		Further Reading



		Glossary



		Photo Credits



		Copyright



		Backcover









Guide





		Cover



		Start











OEBPS/images/f0001-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0002-01.jpg
Northern

Teriitory

Western






OEBPS/images/f0004-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0006-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/title.jpg
\
i< Vi 0

SVAVAVADS

Greatand Small
Nicole K. Orr.

.
—
Q

=

.
F—
(=]

d
Q

—

=

M‘b{)‘bﬂ,1&4><>4>4)4)1}4»,‘)1&)\1)4»1»454»&4»‘)1)1}4»54}‘}(
> T A

=7 ¥ \
o






OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
PV VY.

lb .,‘ 1
AVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAY

4

4
K

4
<
%
<l
<]
<
<l
X
<
<
%
<
<]
<]
<
X
%

INANNNNNAN

The (ontinent
and Its Creatures
Great and Small

\VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAV AVAVAVAVAVAVAVAV 2
b/ \ / : N\ s






