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INTRODUCTION



_______


I just love the Christmas season! Do you?


What I love even more is the story behind the season, the story of Jesus—the reason for the season, as they say. This is why I’m thrilled to share with you these twenty-one devotionals. Each one is inspired by the passionate love story of Jesus to guide your celebration of his birth.


As you allow these words to warm you this Christmas season, walk in the hope Joseph had when Gabriel visited him; rest in the peace Mary experienced when she was told she’d bear the Son of God; join her in shouting for joy in praise of the mighty Miracle Worker; and delight in God’s furious, passionate love—a love so big and wide and deep that he sent his loving Son to suffer and die in your place.


Advent is a season to both celebrate Jesus’ first coming and prepare for his second. I trust these encouraging words about the birth of God’s Son will help you prepare him room this Christmas season—in your life, your home, your heart.


Now, let heaven and nature sing in celebration of our loving King!





WHAT IS THIS DEVOTIONAL, AND HOW SHOULD I USE IT?



_______


“It’s the most wonderful time of the year!”


The 1960s pop singer Andy Williams perfectly captures the emotion many of us feel during the Christmas season with his hit song of the same title. It really is the most wonderful, magical time of the year, isn’t?


There’s something about this season that makes people come alive, that draws out the inner child of even the “Scroogiest” of adults.


Perhaps it’s how the snow transforms any landscape into an epic fairytale land.


Perhaps it’s the smell of fresh-baked gingerbread out of the oven or a stew that’s been simmering in the Crock-Pot all day. Or the taste of hot cocoa with a candy cane perched on the side.


Perhaps it’s seeing the face of a child light up when she opens up that one present she’s been dreaming about all winter long.


Of course as Christians, we know why it’s so wonderful. The angels said it best: “For there is peace and a good hope given to the sons of men.” (Luke 2:14)


Christmas time is the most wonderful time because a peace and a good hope have been gifted to humanity by the God of the universe! In fact, this peace and good hope were wrapped in the unlikeliest of ways: flesh and blood. Here is how the apostle John speaks about this gift:


He was not born by the joining of human parents


or from natural means, or by a man’s desire,


but he was born of God.


And so the Living Expression


became a man and lived among us!


And we gazed upon the splendor of his glory,


the glory of the One and Only


who came from the Father overflowing


with tender mercy and truth! (John 1:13–14)


This is the most wonderful time of the year because it is the time when God came to us by becoming one of us. And it is this gift, this coming, that we celebrate during this sacred season of Advent.


The term Advent may be unfamiliar to you. It is this time of anticipation and preparation that begins the Christian liturgical calendar and includes the four Sundays before Christmas. The name comes from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming.” During the Advent season, Christians prepare for the different “comings” of Christ—first as a baby born to take away the sins of the world, and second as the victorious King come again to put the world to rights.


If your particular Christian tradition celebrates Advent then you are already familiar with the Advent wreath and four candles, which help the church celebrate Christ’s first coming: hope, peace, joy, and love. Each Sunday, a new candle is lit and a new theme is unpacked to help Christians reflect upon Christ’s birth. It is this practice that inspired this Advent devotional using a faithful and fresh, reliable and relevant new translation of the Bible, The Passion Translation.


The Passion Translation is a groundbreaking attempt to reintroduce the passion and fire of the Bible to the English reader. It doesn’t merely convey the original, literal meaning of words. It expresses God’s passion for people and his world by translating the original, life-changing message of God’s Word for modern readers.


God longs to have his Word expressed in every language in a way that would unlock the “passion” of his heart. Our goal is to trigger inside every English speaker an overwhelming response to the truth of the Bible, unfiltered by religious jargon. This is a heart-level translation, from the passion of God’s heart to the passion of your heart. And we’ve put this devotional together to help introduce you to it in a way that will bless your walk through the Christmas season.


This book is organized around the four weeks of Advent and its themes of hope, peace, joy, and love. Each week begins with a Psalm reading and section of the Christmas narrative from either Luke or Matthew, which coincides with the Advent readings of the liturgical calendar. You can choose to read the selection of Scripture at the beginning of the week on Monday, or do so at the start of each day. You’ll find a short devotional along with Scripture passages from The Passion Translation for five days of the week, Monday through Friday, which are based on those Scripture readings. Christmas Eve (or Christmas Day, depending how you want to use it) has its own special reading and devotional.
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