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The August 2023 Kaffe Fassett Collective for Free Spirit 20-piece 6" strip roll in Hot.
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Introduction


Quilters love their fabric, and when it comes to pre-cuts—stacks, rolls, and bundles of fabric coordinates, each piece cut to a specific measurement or shape—they can’t get enough.


No one seems to agree on whom to credit for first cutting Fat Quarters, arguably the first and most common type of pre-cut, but they’ve been around a pretty long time. Moda fabrics, however, can take credit for jumpstarting a pre-cut craze a quarter century ago. They introduced Moda Charm Packs® (5" squares) and invented the Jelly Roll® (2½" strips) copyrighting both names along with Layer Cakes® (10" squares), Dessert Rolls® (5" strips), and other cuts. There is even a National Sew a Jelly Roll Day celebrated every third Saturday of September each year.


Since those first yummy-sounding pre-cuts hit the market, pre-cut programs have been adopted by many fabric manufacturers, and they’ve gone through all sorts of iterations. For example, Frivols®, which came in a collectable tin, were initiated as a pre-cut quilt kit/club designed to sell and teach sewing in a cute and easy package. These, along with Turnovers® (6" half-square triangles) aren’t currently in the Moda line, but they can still be found in quilt shops. Other kit products and half-square pre-cuts are offered by different manufacturers. You can even find quilt-as-you-go products packaged with bundles or designed for pre-cuts. These are patterns printed directly on batting, which allow quilters to create a complete layered project in one step. And it’s not just manufacturers that have pre-cut programs, many shops and online vendors carry their own exclusive bundles and specialty pre-cuts for their customers.


Pre-cuts are all about making the preparation process far easier, so quilters can get to designing and sewing more quickly. But different cuts come and go, and different manufacturers identify them in different ways— this pocket guide will help you navigate the pre-cut fabric marketplace. Take it with you on all your fabric-shopping journeys to make sure you land on the best pre-cut for your project.
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Moda’s 5-inch square pre-cut packs are called Charm Packs.








What Are Fabric Pre-cuts?


Fabric pre-cuts are exactly that, pre-cut pieces of fabric! Quilt fabric is typically sold by the yard, measured out by hand from a fabric bolt and cut to order for the quilter. This method allows the quilter more flexibility as they prepare the elements for their new quilt, but it can create problems if a certain quantity of a specific fabric or matching print from a fabric collection isn’t available. Pre-cut bundles typically provide one piece of every print in the collection. The most common and popular quilt fabric pre-cuts are strip rolls, square packs, and larger bundles.
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An assortment of pre-cut bundles from a different manufacturers.








The Advantages of Using Pre-cuts


Pre-cut fabrics are a brilliant solution for the beginner or advanced quilter. The fabrics come from the same fabric collection, are precisely cut pieces, and come ready to sew. The quilter can also supplement the pre-cut bundle to expand the quilt, add a border, or for the backing. There are four big advantages to sewing with pre-cuts:
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