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    FOREWORD

  




  

    K9 EXPERT EDUCATION

  




  

    If you are considering a Pug to join your family, or have already succumbed to the Pug’s many charms, congratulations. You are part of a wildly enthusiastic, worldwide group of dog lovers who refuse to consider the Pug a mere canine. Confidant, companion, cuddler extraordinaire–the Pug is all these things and more.

  




  

    The American Kennel Club breed standard uses the Latin phrase multum in parvo to describe the Pug. That translates to a lot of dog in a small package. Truer words were never written. Even owners who don’t typically consider themselves “small-dog people” happily make an exception when it comes to the Pug.

  




  

    This is a dog with tremendous heart, personality, and appeal. Few Pug people can stop at just one. Perhaps it’s a fawn and a black, or a male and a female. Something seems to compel lovers of the breed to share their lives with a pair of Pugs, or a peck of Pugs, or a pack of Pugs.

  




  

    Live Pugs then give rise to the accompanying passion of collecting Pug stuff. From pillows to pins to prints to planters, there are 

     goodies out there in every medium to buy, sell, and trade.
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    Once adopted, Pugs get taken everywhere by their adoring owners. Although classified as a breed in the American Kennel Club’s Toy Group, Pugs are big-boned and chunky. Still, they are wonderfully portable, and so you’ll see Pugs with their owners riding the bus and the subway in major cities, as well as being transported by car and airplane. Many owners take their Pugs to work with them, and certainly most vacation in Pug-friendly destinations. The truth is: Pugs are just too much fun to leave at home.

  




  

    The Pug is an equal-opportunity lover. This is one of the few toy breeds sturdy enough to make a good pet for kind, considerate children. No worries about bubble gum destroying a glamorous hairdo that trails to the ground. The Pug is a spit-and-polish breed, requiring just a weekly brushing, along with eye and ear cleaning and nail trimming.

  




  

    Pugs are also exceptionally sociable. Introduced early to other pets in the household, Pugs are happy to hang out with the family cat, or dogs of other breeds no matter the size. No one told Pugs they were a small dog. No Napoleon issues here.

  




  

    I won’t go so far as to say that Pugs are for slugs, but exercise is not a chore with this breed. So if you’re the kind of owner who drives by the local gym three times a week, a Pug will probably thrive in your household. A couple of short walks a day will suffice. If you live in a hot or humid climate, make sure those walks are taken in the early morning and the cool of the evening. No midday walks in the sizzling sun for this short-muzzled, flat-faced breed.
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      With this Smart Owner’s Guide™, you are well on your way to getting your Pug diploma. But your Pug education doesn’t end here. You’re invited to join Club Pug™ (DogChannel.com/Club-Pug), a FREE online site with lots of fun and instructive online features like:



      

        

          • forums, blogs, and profiles where you can connect with other toy-dog owners

        




        

          • downloadable charts and checklists to help you be a smart and loving Pug owner

        




        

          • access to e-cards, wallpapers, and screensavers

        




        

          • interactive games

        




        

          • Pug-specific quizzes

        


      


    




    

      The Smart Owner’s Guide™ series and Club Pug™ are backed by the experts at DOG FANCY magazine and DogChannel.com–who have been providing trusted and up-to-date information about dogs and dog people for forty years. Log on and join the club today!

    


  




  

     


  




  

    Is the Pug a comic, a clown, a portable companion welcomed everywhere, or a barometer of his loved ones’ every mood? All of the above. Non-Pug owners consider him just a dog. That’s where Pug people beg to differ.

  




  

    Allan Reznik


    Editor-at-Large, DOG FANCY

  



  

  




  

    CHAPTER 1

  




  

    A PUGGY PERSONALITY
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    Pugs are possibly the luckiest dog breed on the planet. They have their own parties, they aren’t expected to work, they can snore as loudly as they like and won’t get relegated to the living room couch, and their owners love them with a loyalty and passion that’s almost religious. Fortunately, the loyalty and love are reciprocal, and Pugs aren’t shy about showing it.

  




  

    For the “Pug Pious,” the Pug isn’t just a dog, but a person disguised as a Pug; and not just any type of person, but royalty. Most Pug households have more than one Pug in residence: kings and queens of Pugdom teach their humans how life should be lived, Pug style. Even smart owners are often outwitted, being the dumber of the two species, of course, and because they don’t always follow the Pug Rules of Life, which include, “The Pug gets the best spot on the bed,” and “The Pug shall have access to all contents of the refrigerator on demand.”

  




  

    Breed enthusiasts describe the Pug as “the perfect blend of dog appeal and wistfulness.” A Pug will readily keep his owners amused 

     and entertained for hours on end with his clown-like personality. Ownership of Pugs often runs in human families, with several generations having happily owned the breed. This is a personality dog, one just as comfortable living in a small home as he is in a spacious one. Some Pug owners call their Pugs “little people,” and when you know the breed, it’s easy to understand why!
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      In the 1997 movie Men in Black, a Remoolian alien took the form of Frank the Pug, played by a Pug named Mushu. Director Barry Sonnenfeld liked the little dog’s performance so much that he expanded the part in the MIB sequel five years later.

    


  




  

    Pugs are known for their huge and sparkly eyes, as well as their huge and lovable personas.
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    The Pug’s bark is surprisingly deep for the breed’s size. Indeed, a Pug is usually a good watchdog, ready to bark when the doorbell rings or when someone approaches the house. If you are a light sleeper, it‘s worth bearing in mind that although not all Pugs snore, many do!

  




  

    An exceptionally clean little dog, the Pug is remarkably free from doggie odors. Some consider the Pug a suitable breed for seniors and the disabled, though you should not forget that Pugs, like all other dogs, require some exercise. All things considered, a Pug usually 

     seems happy to be whatever his owners need. He can be content to roll up in a ball at your feet while you are knitting or watching TV, he will enjoy a lively ball game, or he can just be a friendly clown, providing entertainment for his audience at home.
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      Meet other Pug owners just like you. On our Pug forums, you can chat about your Pug and ask other owners for advice on training, health issues, and anything else about your favorite dog breed. Log onto DogChannel.com/Club-Pug for details!

    


  




  

    Although the origin of the breed lies in China, the Pug dog differs considerably in his personality from many of the other breeds from the Far East in that he doesn’t display the usual reserved air of superiority. The Pug is a unique breed in many ways and has numerous admirers, in part because of his puckish sense of humor and engaging ways.

  




  

    

  




  PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS




  

    Small, squarely built, and cobby, the Pug has well-knit proportions and a certain hardness of muscle, making him a strong little animal and quite different from the majority of breeds in the Toy Group. Ideal weight is 14 to 18 pounds, but certainly some are heavier, and there are probably few males weighing less than 18 pounds. Although the breed standard does not differentiate between the size of male and female Pugs, generally males are somewhat larger.

  




  

    You should always remember that Pugs usually enjoy their food and might be considered rather greedy. Therefore, it is necessary to keep strict control of your Pug’s diet so he doesn’t become overweight. Once a Pug has reached the stage when he carries too much weight, it’s extremely difficult to get the weight off!

  




  

    A Pug’s chest is wide, and the his body is set on strong legs. His large, round, wrinkled head with dark, globular eyes is offset at the rear by a high-set tail, curled tightly over the hip, with a double curl being highly desirable.
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      The Pug’s coat lies flat, but individual hairs can actually be 1 to 1½ inches long. Many fawn Pug owners stop wearing black and navy, and black Pug owners stop wearing white, linen, or yellow because of the constant shedding.
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  COLORS AND COAT




  

    Pugs come in silver, fawn, and black, although silvers are few and far between. Although not mentioned in the breed standard, fawn and silver Pugs have a double coat, which consists of an outer weatherresistant coat and a softer, insulating undercoat. Black Pugs have a single coat.

  




  

    Colors are clearly defined and should have a black line extending from the back of the head along the top of the back to the twist of the tail, called a trace. The mask (or muzzle) should be as black as possible, as should the ears, moles on the cheeks, and the diamond or “thumb mark” on the dog’s forehead.

  




  

    Many breeders consider the overall quality of today’s black Pugs to be inferior to Pugs of the past. However, there is still a handful of top-quality black specimens that are capable of holding their own with the best, comparing favorably with those of years gone by. Unfortunately, there are only a few breeders currently specializing in black Pugs. It’s difficult to breed good black Pugs because the coat should be jet black with no other mark-ings 

     visible. Because of the color, the desired wrinkles on the head need to be deep and clear in order to be seen.

  




  

    Pugs are prone to flea allergies, so keep your Pug fresh and clean on a daily basis.
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    Regardless of color, a Pug’s coat is easy to maintain, for it is fine, smooth, and soft. This is a short, glossy coat that should be neither harsh to the touch nor woolly. Pugs’ coats do shed to a certain extent, though not so much as those of many other breeds. People with sensitive allergies ought to check before buying a Pug that the coat does not affect them. Always keep in mind that a dog will remain with you for life, so you must be certain that you are making a well-informed decision before deciding upon a particular breed.

  




  

    On the subject of allergies, some Pugs themselves suffer from flea allergies, so it is important to keep your Pug free from parasites.

  




  

    Because of the wrinkling on a Pug’s head, special care needs to be taken to keep this area clean to avoid any build-up of dirt and bacteria that can cause irritation to the skin.

  




  

    

  




  THE TALE OF THE TAILS




  

    The Pug’s twisted tail is natural and is not cropped to look this way. In fact, the tail is not so short as you might think at first glance—it’s just well-curled. It has recently been realized that a few Pugs suffer from a vertebral problem, apparently because of the curled tail. This is usually noticed before the age of twelve months and can cause a dog to be crippled.

  




  

    Forehead wrinkles are a classic breed trait and should be regularly cleaned; now those are some wrinkles to love!
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    Pugs tend to have low energy, so keep your Puggy active and fit with plenty of exercise.
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  PUG PERSONALITY




  

    This is a breed with great charm, dignity, and intelligence, though, like other intelligent breeds, he can be rather self-willed. The Pug is an even-tempered breed with a happy, lively disposition. The friendship displayed is often effusive; indeed, most Pugs seem constantly delighted to meet people and they show special affection toward children. However, although the Pug shows friendliness toward strangers, it is to his owner and family that he is most devoted.

  




  

    The Pug is a fearless breed that, despite his diminutive size, enjoys exercise outdoors and has something of a brave, sporting instinct that can occasionally cause him to run into trouble with other dogs. That is not to say that Pugs are generally aggressive, though they might appear so sometimes because of jealousy.

  




  

    Inside the home, the Pug likes nothing more than warmth and comfort, with general affection and petting bestowed on him by his owners.

  




  

    Other endearing Pug traits include:



    

      

        • Pugs were bred to be pampered, and they seem to know it, but they also seem to know that pampering should be reciprocal.



        

          

            NOTABLE & QUOTABLE

          




          

            Exercises may include tug games, retrieving, swimming, accompanying owners when they walk, play dates with other dogs, or calling the dog to come or jump in the backyard over a series of low jumps.

          




          

            —trainer Beverly Hebert from Sugar Land, Texas

          


        


      





      

        • Among the herders and the guard dogs, the hunters and retrievers, the Pug may seem like the laziest member of Dogdom. However, it takes a long time to master the wide-eyed head tilt, the I-want-a-biscuit snortle, and the tushie-tucked boogie.

      




      

        • Pugs crave a lot of human companionship. This breed is very human-like in his 

         expressions and mannerisms. Some Pug zealots refer to their breed of choice as “fur people.” Pugs tend to be sedentary and have earned the moniker, couch pugtatoes, because they dedicate a lot of time lolling around the house.
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            Pug people truly are a unique group of people. It is not uncommon for a Pug owner to stop the car when they see another Pug going for a walk, or follow a car so they can see the Pug inside, even though they may have ten Pugs at home!

          


        




        

          A fun mix of silly and smart, Pugs are adoring companion pets.
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        • Though the Pug is a lap dog, he isn’t a pushover. The Pug isn’t the slowest salmon in the stream, either, no matter what the Pug dilettantes say.

      




      

        • Pugs can be quite impish and rarely take no for an answer, even if it’s for their own good. They are ingenious when they want to be, and will often get themselves into trouble.

      




      

        • Pugs are loving, silly, intelligent beasts, but they can also be high maintenance pets and are best owned by someone willing to deal with their physical quirks. Pugs aren’t “hot-weather friendly,” nor do they make the best jogging buddies.

      




      

        • Don’t forget the shedding!

      




      

        • The Pug is more likely to train his owner than the other way around. Many people find Pugs difficult to train—OK, impossible to train. But maybe those people are just suckers for the big-eyed, tilt-headed manipulators.

      




      

        • Pugs can be stubborn.

      




      

        • New Pug people had better get used to attention, and fast. Possibly no other dog breed engenders the public response that the Pug does.

      




      

        • Pug novices, take note: Pugs snuffle, snort, and sneeze, and may keep you up at night. However, Pug enthusiasts are nothing short of charmed by their Pugs’ snorting symphony.

      


    


  




  

    

  




  PUGS AND CHILDREN




  

    Pugs certainly seem happy in the company of children, and usually the feeling is mutual. This is a breed that always seems ready for a bit of “rough and tumble,” but always supervise dogs and children. If taught to respect dogs, children can spend many happy hours in the company of a Pug. Nevertheless, adults should never allow either to become overexcited.

  




  

    

  




  HEALTH CONSIDERATIONS




  

    Because of the Pug’s short foreface, the breed can suffer breathing difficulties and does not easily tolerate extreme heat. In general, though, the Pug is a reasonably 

     

     healthy breed and can live until a ripe old age. It is, however, worth bearing in mind that often Pugs do not take well to anesthesia, so it is important to mention this to your vet if an operation is pending.
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        Show your artistic side. Share photos, videos, and artwork of your favorite breed on Club Pug. You can also submit jokes, riddles, and even poetry about Pugs. Browse through our various galleries and see the talent of fellow Pug owners. Go to DogChannel.com/ Club-Pug and click on “galleries” to get started.

      


    


  




  

    

      Pugs and children are like peanut butter and jelly: they know how to mix!
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        NOTABLE & QUOTABLE

      




      

        When Pugs are excited and running full force around the house or yard with their butts pointing downward, we call it ‘Pugtona,’ in reference to the Daytona 500 car race,”

      




      

        —Lisa Sori, Pug owner from Las Vegas, Nev.

      


    




    

      Pugs have lots of physical quirks, so extra care must be given to this breed.
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    Pugs, like other short-nosed (brachycephalic) breeds, can be prone to elongation of the soft palate. The Pug has been bred for centuries to have a short nose and wrinkled skin; as a result, the soft palate tends to be wide and flabby. As the dog pants, the soft palate gets drawn back into the larynx so that air is unable to enter the lungs. This causes Pugs to suffer distress in unusually hot weather or following exertion.

  




  

    Keep a careful eye on your Pug in hot weather and always be on the lookout for any sign of fatigue during exercise. Danger signs are protruding, staring eyes, and holding the head high in an effort to draw in more air. A Pug can lose consciousness and his breathing may stop, but sometimes will resume within only a few seconds.

  




  

    Any dog can suffer distress or even die if left in a car on a warm day, even with ventilation. Pugs are even more likely to be affected, so beware! Never leave your Pug alone in a car.

  




  

    Should your dog suffer from heat exhaustion, cold water or ice should be put on his head, face, and body immediately; your dog should also be kept cool and quiet.

  




  

    Here it is worth mentioning that food should never be given immediately before or following strenuous exercise. Opinions vary, but a good rule of thumb is to allow a full hour’s rest before or after any meal.

  




  

    A Pug’s eyes should be globular in shape, but they should not be too bulbous. This shape can bring with it various problems because eyes are more likely to be exposed to injury or damage when dust becomes entrapped. Smart Pug owners ensure that there are no rose bushes with thorns or any other spiky plants in their gardens.
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      Pugs are prone to eye and breathing problems. Owners must be especially cognizant of these potential problems and remove objects from their homes and yards, such as rose bushes and cacti, that might injure a Pug’s sensitive eyes.

    


  





  

    Take into account that Pugs are shedders before you decide if you want to allow him on your furniture.
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      Pop Pups

    




    

      The Long and Snort of It

    




    

      Pugs aren’t exactly quiet dogs. Here are what some owners say about the sounds their little dogs make.

    




    

      “There is nothing quite like a quiet Sunday afternoon listening to the rhythmic snoring of a comfortable Pug!”

    




    

      —Julie A. Pizzolato, Pug


      breeder, Priest River,


      Idaho

    




    

       


    




    

       


    




    

      “They can snore louder than the band! Once, when my in-laws were spending the night, and not too long after Buster joined our menagerie of dogs, they awoke early one morning to very loud snoring. Each wondered if it was the other. Harry thought, ‘Is that Edith?’ Edith thought,’Goodness, is that Harry snoring?’ Over breakfast, we confirmed it was Buster sawing logs like a lumberjack!”

    




    

      —Mary Carolyn Stewart, member of Alabama


      Pug Rescue and Adoption, Meridian, Miss.

    




    

       


    




    

      “It is true that Pugs are snorting, snoring, snot-spitting babies, and unless you are absolutely in love with these little clowns, that description is not going to be appealing to everyone. Pug people live each and every day to be loved by a Pug, and no amount of snoring or snorting would be frowned upon. There are humorous moments when your Pug is sleeping next to you, and you’re wide awake because your spouse is snoring, and your Pug starts up, too! Moments later your spouse will be rid\dled out of his sound sleep, saying, ‘Get that dog out of here! He’s snoring so loud I can’t sleep!’ If he only knew the truth.”
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      —Lisa Sori, Pug owner, Las Vegas, Nev.

    




    

      “I often think that at night, if an intruder were to break into my house, my Pugs would not be able to hear it over their own snoring. But once you get used to the sound, it seems eerily quiet without it. I can’t fall asleep without the sound of little Pug snores in the bed.”

    




    

      —Roxane Fritz, board member of Pugsavers,


      a rescue group in northern California 

      


  




  

    Pugs provide tons of comfort to their owners; even their snoring is soothing!
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      PUG PROFILE

    




    

      This breed is a lot of dog


      in a small package!

    




    

      COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: China

    




    

      WHAT HIS FRIENDS CALL HIM: Mops, Carlin, Puggy

    




    

      SIZE: 14 to 18 pounds

    




    

      COAT & COLOR: fine, smooth, and short coat. The colors are fawn or black.

    




    

      PERSONALITY TRAITS: affectionate, sociable, and loyal. Pugs were bred to be companion dogs, and they do their job well. They are playful, clever, and have a happy disposition.

    




    

      WITH KIDS: these friendly dogs get along well with people of all ages

    




    

      WITH OTHER PETS: good with other pets

    




    

      ENERGY LEVEL: low

    




    

      EXERCISE NEEDS: Pugs need daily walks, but they are sensitive to strenuous exercise and cold and hot weather because of their short noses, which make breathing difficult.

    




    

      GROOMING NEEDS: require brushing at least twice a week. Pugs’ facial wrinkles also need regular cleaning.

    




    

      TRAINING NEEDS: These highly intelligent dogs are especially sensitive to tone of voice, which makes them easy to train and punishment unnecessary. They bore easily, so training practices should be varied.

    




    

      LIVING ENVIRONMENT: Pugs are relatively inactive indoors and can live anywhere, provided the temperature is comfortable.

    




    

      LIFESPAN: 12 to 15 years

    


  



  

  




  

    CHAPTER 2

  




  

    A PUG IN TIME
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    Pug-type dogs have been keeping people company for centuries. Pug lore claims that the breed has been known for more than 2,400 years, but such claims are impossible to authenticate because breeding records have been kept for only the past 150 years or so. Nonetheless, dogs resembling Pugs are said to have been found in Tibetan monasteries and in Japan and China, long before the Christian era. The Pug’s small size, curled tail, and flat face are certainly representative of the dogs favored in Asian cultures.

  




  

    

  




  CHINA AND THE PUG




  

    In China, there has long been a breed of dog known as the Happa (sometimes spelled Hapa), which is similar to a smooth-coated Pekingese. Indeed, many people believe that the Happa may be the progenitor of the Pug. Short-mouthed dogs in China are known as Lo-sze, and although they may well have been known there as far back as 1115 BC, there is no record of them until 663 BC. The Lo-sze had clear features distinguishing it from the Pekingese: the muzzle was differ
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