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  USMAN AND THE LEOPARD




   




   




  Usman, a farmer, was walking one morning through a bush path which led to his farm. As he got close to a village which was along the way he found Leopard inside a steel cage. The cage was a trap which had been set by the people living in a nearby village, and the cage had been made in such a way that once an animal entered, it would be unable to get out again unless the door was opened from outside. Leopard was hopelessly trapped.




  'Open the door of this horrible cage for me, my good man,' Leopard desperately pleaded; but Usman refused. Leopard begged for long, and still Usman would not open the cage.




  'What is it that I have done to you?’ Leopard unhappily said. 'Do you not know that I could one day be of help to you too? It is true that everyone calls me a dangerous animal, but I know that this is not true. You know how wicked human beings are and how they hate one another, and speak evil against one another. If you live with me for only three days, you will never want to leave my home because you will see how pleasant I really am. Certainly, if you go away and you leave me in this cage, someone else will soon come along in a moment to release me. You should then pray that our paths never cross again, but it certainly will, one day.'




  And when Usman heard this he said to Leopard:




  'What you say is true; I even understand the little that you have not said. However, I cannot help but be afraid. If I free you, and then you attack me and tear me to pieces, how wise would I then have been?'




  'I give my word that I will do you no harm. But hurry because time is precious,' Leopard said to him. Leopard was so persuasive, and so Usman went to the cage and opened the door. But no sooner had Leopard come out of the cage that he held him by the neck and made to kill him; but Usman pleaded with Leopard.




  'Be patient with me,' Usman said. 'Let us bring this matter to be heard by five persons, and then we should abide by their judgment.' Leopard grudgingly agreed, and together they walked on along the bush path.




  They soon met Goat, and Usman told Goat what had happened. He told Goat how he had seen Leopard in a cage, how Leopard had pleaded to be released, and how against wise judgment he had shown mercy only to be now at the risk of becoming Leopard's dinner. After he had finished his story, Goat turned to Leopard and said:




  'These human beings are wicked and full of lies. Ever since my owner bought me, I have had nothing but misery. When I have kids I care for them all by myself. And when they are grown up, he seizes them and sells them away. All I get every day is a few unripe bananas in the morning, and then I have to go out to find leaves to eat for the rest of the day. I rarely get any yams or corn meal. And when he has eaten and has drunk some wine, he takes a stick and beats me soundly, all for his pleasure. Human beings are no good at all; Leopard must surely eat this one.' And after Goat had said this, Leopard again made to kill Usman but the man quickly reminded him of their agreement.




  'Five persons must listen to this, we've seen only one so far,' he said.




   




  And so they continued on through the bush path. They soon met Horse, and again Usman told Horse what had happened, while Leopard waited impatiently and watched.




  'Human beings are full of deceit,' Horse said. 'They flatter you with kind words but inside their thoughts are wicked. I understand your situation and I sympathise with you, but my experience with human beings has been quite unhappy. Everyone knows how gentle and humble I am, but see what they do to me even because of this. They climb upon my back and I carry them everywhere they want; and even when I am tired and cannot run very fast anymore, I am prodded in the side with sharp spikes, and whipped until I am sprinting again as if for my life. But sometimes when the suffering becomes unbearable, I throw the rider from my back in anger, and then they say Horse has without reason turned against them. I hate all human beings, and I want Leopard to eat you.' On hearing this Leopard again prepared to make a meal of Usman, but the man held up his hand.
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