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    FOREWORD

  




  

    K9 EXPERT EDUCATION

  




  

    Woo-woo, woo-woo! In Miniature Schnauzer talk that means “so happy you like me and want me to join your family.” And if you’re considering getting one of these cuties, it’s best to think of it just that way.

  




  

    The Miniature Schnauzer wants to be part of the family and will do his best to add a new loving element to yours.

  




  

    Although most Miniature Schnauzers look quite similar – whether solid black, salt and pepper, or black and silver – their temperaments can vary dramatically. If you have an energetic, very terrier-like dog, that’s perfectly normal. But if your little schnauzer is just the sweetest, calmest thing ever, he’s absolutely OK, too. That’s one of the charms of this breed.

  




  

    Because Minis didn’t “go to ground,” meaning tunnel into rodents’ holes, they’re not typically diggers. That’s good news for any dog owner. And because their terrier ties aren’t as strong as other breeds in this feisty group, Minis often tend toward herding and other working dog behaviors. These traits can make them great family dogs.
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    Many Mini owners swear that this breed is actually a little old man wearing a dog costume!

  





  

    Regardless of temperament, your new pal wants to make you happy. With positive training, he’ll learn to follow your household’s rules and be a wonderful companion for many years to come.

  




  

    Even with all that excellent training, be certain you always, always, always keep your Mini on a leash or in a securely fenced area. He will be so in tune with the world around him, curious about every scent and sound, that given the chance, he’ll dash off to check them out. To guarantee his safety, keep him restrained – at all times.

  




  

    He’ll be a happier pet, though, if he can get some exercise in safe off-leash venues. Want to try a dog sport? You’ve got the right breed. Agility, competitive obedience and flyball can be fun, as well as provide good exercise for your Miniature Schnauzer. Just remember that all of these activities must be within an enclosure or building. That way, he can safely enjoy any activity you want to do with him. For the super-active Minis, sports put all that energy to good use.

  




  

    You’ll need to decide if you want to keep your dog’s fabulous wiry coat – learning to strip it yourself or paying a groomer to do it – or let it go a little softer with more typical care. Similarly, the classic trim of his beard, mustache and bushy eyebrows can be maintained by a professional or by you – if you’re up to it. Either way, don’t let his coat fool you, this breed takes a lot of grooming.

  




  

    But fear not. When you walk your dapper little fellow down the street to the admiring glances, and oohs and aahs of passersby, all your training and coat care will be worthwhile. And your new canine friend will be very proud and happy that you invited him

  




  

    [image: 003]




    

      With this Smart Owner’s Guide™, you are well on your way to getting your Mini Schnauzer diploma. But your schnauzer education doesn’t end here.

    


  




  

    You’re invited to join in Club Schnauzer™ (DogChannel.com/Club-Schnauzer ), a FREE online site with lots of fun and instructive features such as:



    

      

        • forums, blogs and profiles where you can connect with other Miniature Schnauzer owners

      




      

        • downloadable charts and checklists to help you be a smart and loving Miniature Schnauzer owner

      




      

        • access to Miniature Schnauzer e-cards and wallpapers

      




      

        • interactive games

      




      

        • canine quizzes

      


    


  




  

    The Smart Owner’s Guide series and Club Schnauzer are backed by the experts at DOG FANCY® magazine and DogChannel.com — who have been providing trusted and up-to-date information about dogs and dog people for more than 40 years. Log on and join the club today!

  




  

     


  




  

    to become a member of your family. Enjoy every moment of your new adventure!

  




  

     


  




  

    Susan Chaney


    Editor, DOG FANCY

  



  

  




  

    CHAPTER 1

  




  

    MINI SIDES TO A SCHNAUZER
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    It’s a fact that most Miniature Schnauzers have outsized personalities, but that doesn’t mean that those personalities are identical. In fact, according to Rich Edwards, who is the vice president of the Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club, the case is quite the opposite. Edwards, who lives in Laytonsville, Md., says that of the eight Miniature Schnauzers he’s lived with, each had or has a different personality.

  




  

    “Zachary, our first, was the happiest dog we’d ever met,” he says. “He considered everyone, young and old, his friend. Dallas wants little attention and can be an independent and stubborn little cuss. He once lifted his leg on his handler in the show ring during competition. Travis, on the other hand, will go happily into the show ring with anyone willing to hold his lead, and at home, he will sit in your lap for hours.

  




  

    “And Roubi is a sweet, loving dog without the licking. When Roubi was shown she would at times announce her presence in the ring with a single bark. And she has been known to put her front paws on a judge’s leg and look up at the person as if to say ‘thank you for the ribbon!’”
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      Most Mini pups are born black.

    




    

      Salt and peppers will usually have some tan or fawn shadings with light spots over the eyes. Black and silvers also have these

    




    

      facial spots but solid blacks exhibit no such color variations.

    


  





  

    Despite such personality differences, however, Miniature Schnauzers do have some traits in common.

  




  

    

      • This bred loves attention. Edwards’s Dallas notwithstanding, most breeders agree that Miniature Schnauzers lap up any and all attention from their people. “They will go out of their way to get it,” says Mini owner Judy Sousa from Saratoga, Calif. “I like placing my puppies with families that have children, because I know that with kids, the puppy is more likely to get the attention he wants.”

    




    

      • They sound the alarm. Most Miniature Schnauzers appear to believe that they have a sacred duty to tell their people about any and all possible intrusions onto their home territory — generally by barking. “They make excellent watchdogs,” says Evelyn Hoover, breeder referral and rescue coordinator for the Lone Star Miniature Schnauzer Club of Dallas, Texas. “Mine lets me know when the postman is a block up the street.”

    




    

      • They want to connect. “What I love about Miniature Schnauzers is that they really, really want to please you,” says Marge Moenter, former president of the Chicago Miniature Schnauzer Club. “The eye contact with a Mini Schnauzer is so special, and I’ve not had that with other breeds.”
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      The Mini is No. 1! The Standard Schnauzer may have come first in history. The Giant Schnauzer may come in a much larger size. But the Miniature Schnauzer, well, she rules — at least in popularity. In her short but peppy history, the Mini has enjoyed a meteoric rise, consistently hovering in or near the top 10 most popular breeds in the United States. Credit her sparkling personality, her scruffy charisma, her convenient size, her deeply rooted affection for the people in her life — whatever the reason, the Miniature Schnauzer is here to stay.
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      Meet other Mini owners just like you. On our Mini forums, you can chat about your Miniature Schnauzer and ask other owners for advice on training, health issues and anything else about your favorite dog breed. Log onto DogChannel.com/Club-Schnauzer for details!

    



    




  

    

      • They’re terrier “lite.” The Miniature Schnauzer is a member of the American Kennel Club’s Terrier Group, but devotees of this breed claim that they’re not as terrier-like as other breeds in the group. “Most terrier people pooh-pooh calling Miniature Schnauzers terriers,” Moenter says. “They say they don’t have the real terrier attitude and are too laidback.”

    




    

      • They love the chase. Although Miniature Schnauzers’ behavior may not fully embody that of a typical terrier, they do carry one terrier-like trait. “They’re natural mousers, if given the opportunity,” Moenter says. Hoover points out that some Mini Schnauzers extend their chasing talents beyond rodent harassment. “They love to chase and terrorize cats and squirrels,” she says. “And they are very quick — so their victims had better be [equally] quick. Mine will stand at attention for hours if a squirrel teases him from the top of my fence.”

    


  




  

    Like so many other breeds, at least some of the Miniature Schnauzer’s present-day temperament traits result directly from the breed’s past. Some 200 years ago, German farmers developed these dogs to keep rats and other vermin out of their barns. Later, 

     

     the Mini became adept at guarding small farms and the families who lived on them, and at catching any rats that had the audacity to enter the farm house. With his small size, the Mini Schnauzer was a perfect rodent hunter. By living with people and taking on the job of guarding their families and their turf, they evolved into the people loving, attention-seeking, alarm-conscious dogs they are today.
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      According to the American Kennel Club standard, three colors are acceptable: salt and pepper, black and silver, and solid black. In the salt-and-pepper coloration, the hairs are banded with black towards the tips and white towards the body with some solid black or white hairs mixed in. Although this is the breed’s most common color, most people think of a solid silver or light gray when they envision this dog. This is because the majority of pet Minis are clippered when groomed, a process which not only changes the hard texture of the outer coat but removes the peppery appearance as well. The coat color lightens because the clipper removes the harsh, wiry outer coat, leaving the soft silvery gray undercoat instead. The hard topcoat of a black and silver or a solid black Mini is not banded like that of the salt-and-pepper variety; and their undercoats are a solid black.
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    Some rescued minis will be mixes and not have the true schnauzer colors. That doesn’t mean that they won’t be a great pet!
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      Show your artistic side. Share photos, videos and artwork of your favorite breed on Club Schnauzer. You can also submit jokes, riddles and even poetry about Miniature Schnauzers. Browse through our various galleries and see the talent of fellow Mini owners. Go to DogChannel.com/Club-Schnauzer and click on “Galleries” to get started.

    


  




  

    

  




  ONE POPULAR PUP WITH POTENTIAL PROBLEMS




  

    While the Miniature Schnauzer attracts thousands of devotees — for the past several years, they’ve been the most popular terriers registered to the AKC — they do have their challenges. Chief among these less-thandesirable qualities may be their vocal prowess, which breeders agree can be a real problem. “I could do without the barking,” says Beth Santure, president of the Miniature Schnauzer Club of Michigan. “I always tell people that if they want a dog that doesn’t bark, they don’t want a Miniature Schnauzer.”

  




  

    Another possible problem might be relating to children. “Most people think all Miniature Schnauzers are good with kids, but this is not always true,” Hoover says. “They do not like the quick movements made by the very young, nor the screaming and yelling.”

  




  

    However, breeders agree that early training and socialization can do a lot to alleviate both excessive barking and a distaste for juveniles. “If puppies are raised with children, Miniature Schnauzers make great and loyal pets,” Moenter says. “[And] they can be trained not to bark [so much]. You still want a warning system, and a Miniature Schnauzer will always be your announcer. However, they can be trained not to bark inappropriately from early puppyhood. I know because I have done it.”
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      Schnauzers are prone to skin problems, many of which are correctable through proper diet. Known to veterinarians as Schnauzer Comedo Syndrome, “Schnauzer Bumps” are common, often occurring if sebaceous glands become blocked. Left untreated, they can lead to infections so they should be seen by your vet. Some schnauzer owners administer vitamin E daily, swearing it helps prevent this particular problem. Any open, oozing sores call for a trip to the vet.

    


  




  

    Even for those Minis who are not excessively verbal or don’t have children issues, obedience training — preferably from an early age — is extremely beneficial. “Any puppy needs good training from the get-go,” Moenter says. “I always recommend puppy kindergarten to my puppy buyers — the earlier, the better. Start at 12 weeks of age. Puppy kindergarten, if it is a good one, focuses on teaching the owners how to train their puppy to respond to the simple cues of come, sit, down, stay and how to walk correctly on a leash. A well-trained dog is a happy dog. I try to reinforce that with the puppy buyers.”

  




  

    Buying a Mini puppy from a responsible breeder is equally important. “Miniature Schnauzer breeders have been breeding not only for beauty but also for good health and for good temperament,” Moenter says. “If you buy from a responsible breeder, you will find all three qualities in your puppy. And what is most important, you will have a person you can count on for any help or advice for the life of your puppy.”
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      NOTABLE & QUOTABLE

    




    

      I eat at my computer a lot and the first thing the dogs do when I let them out of their crates is to race in and see what’s on the floor. If something’s left out, it’s fair game. I came home once and had forgotten to put away the dog [treat] training bag. It had been thoroughly gone through and every last crumb was gone. They do ferret out food.

    




    

      – Miniature owner and agility competitor Lynn Tamms from Oshkosh, Wisc.

    


  





  

    [image: 016]


  




  

    No Miniature Schnauzer has won Best In Show at America’s top conformation event, the Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, but one did come in second at England’s biggest show, Crufts, in 1980.

  




  

    

  




  HOME, SWEET HOME




  

    Of course, Mini Schnauzer puppies are at their best when they have the opportunity to grow up and live in homes with owners who are committed to socializing, training and caring for them. However, all homes are not created equal. Experienced breeders are clear in specifying what sorts of home they want their Mini puppies to go to — and which homes they want to avoid.

  




  

    “The ideal home would be one where the owners are willing to spend time attending to their schnauzer’s need for attention and love,” Edwards says. “The Miniature Schnauzer owner must also be willing to train and discipline his or her dog as the dog will need reminding from time to time that [the human] is the ‘alpha dog.’ A commitment to grooming the Miniature Schnauzer is also important since their coats can easily become tangled and matted if not given regular attention.”

  




  

    Santure maintains that Mini Schnauzers fit into just about any home situation. “However,” she says, “I never recommend any breed of dog if the people are not willing to put in the necessary time and effort to raise and train a dog properly.”

  




  

    Sousa likes her puppies to have plenty of human company. “The ideal home has someone around during the day: a retired person, someone who works from home or kids who come home from school mid-afternoon,” she says.

  




  

    What constitutes a less-than-ideal home? “In general, anyone not willing to make the commitment to the proper care and maintenance that the Miniature Schnauzer requires should not own one,” Edwards says. “Some breeds, and the Miniature Schnauzer is one, require a higher level of commitment than others.” Santure has more specific criteria. Among those she says should not have a Miniature Schnauzer are people who want a dog that lives outdoors. “While Minis love the outdoors, they should live indoors with their family,” she says. “Also, those people who will not spend the time to properly raise and train a Miniature Schnauzer. Beware: If you don’t train the dog, the dog will train you.”

  




  

    

  




  THE MINI TRAITS OF A MINI




  

    Every dog is an individual, and the Miniature Schnauzer is no exception. Still, most representatives of this breed share some traits that offer breed specific challenges and joys to those who have the privilege of 

     

     living with them. If you’re thinking of adding one of these dogs to your family, here’s some of what you should expect:



    

      

        • A talented watchdog. The Mini Schnauzer’s devotion to his family and naturally alert temperament make him a natural canine sentry.

      




      

        • A motormouth. Sometimes the Miniature Schnauzer is a little too enthusiastic about sounding the alarm or otherwise expressing his opinion. “No-bark” lessons during your Mini’s puppyhood can help curb this tendency.

      




      

        • Rodent extinction. If any mice in your home happen to encounter your Miniature Schnauzer, those mice will be toast.

      




      

        • Plenty of spunk. Mini Schnauzers may be more laidback than some of their larger terrier cousins, but they’ve still got plenty of spirit. A wise owner will expect his or her dog to be inquisitive, busy and eager to be part of any and all household action.

      




      

        • Grooming bills. Although the Miniature Schnauzer doesn’t shed much, he needs more in the way of grooming than many other breeds do. In addition to regular brushing, regular appointments with a professional groomer are needed to keep him looking and feeling his best.
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    The Mini has that classic bearded-old-man schnauzer face!
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      NOTABLE & QUOTABLE

    




    

      The only downside to owning a Mini is that some tend to bark — a lot. They can be extremely territorial and will bark even if you don’t hear anything. You can train them to stop after you tell them everything is OK, but in my experience, this is where the stubborn streak of schnauzers comes in. They will want the last word and may bark — even a muffled, closed-mouth bark — even after you think they have stopped. This is actually rather funny as long as its not 4 a.m. and your neighbors are calling the cops!

    




    

      — Mini owner Denise Marshall of Coral Springs, Fla.
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      True Tails

    




    

      Leader of the Pack

    




    

      Every four years, the Kansas State University College of Veterinary Medicine presents a first-year student with a renewable scholarship that honors a Miniature Schnauzer. The dog’s name was Leader, and he was a 1984 gift that then-Secretary of Transportation Elizabeth Dole presented to her husband, then-Sen. Bob Dole (R-Kansas). However, Leader was not just a canine token of affection from Mrs. Dole to her husband. She presented the 2-year-old Miniature Schnauzer, whom she had adoptered from a local animal shelter, to Sen. Dole when he was elected Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate.

    




    

      Leader quickly became quite a dog-about-town. He would ride to work with both of the Doles as photographers snapped pictures of him sitting in the back seat of the car. The sociable, inquisitive Miniature Schnauzer — who bonded especially closely with Sen. Dole — not only became a fixture on Capitol Hill but also attended press conferences, meetings and social events all over the nation’s capital. With all of this gallivanting, together with his high-profile human companions and his own jaunty personality, Leader became a media sensation. He appeared on the pages of The Washington Post, USA Today, Newsweek and Time. He even appeared as a guest on the CNN Larry King Live show.

    




    

      Leader also attained the ultimate honor in Washington, D.C., companion animal society: He served as honorary chair of The Bark Ball, an annual fundraising event that benefits the work of the Washington Humane Society. The event draws many of the capital’s most prominent human residents from the worlds of politics, media and entertainment, as well as their dogs — but unlike many such events, the atmosphere is totally bipartisan.

    




    

      In fact, the human co-chairs of the 2007 event were former Clinton Administration presidential aide James Carville and his wife, longtime Republican official Mary Matalin. Other honorary chairs — all of whom are animal companions to Washington luminaries 

       — have included Millie Bush (canine companion to former President and Mrs. George H.W. Bush); Spot Fetcher and Barney Bush (canine companions to former President and Mrs. George W. com Bush); and Socks Clinton (feline companion to former President and Mrs. William J. Clinton).

    




    

      Speaking of Socks, in 1996 he and Leader went paw-to-paw in a popu popularity contest that paralleled the presidential contest between Pres. Clinton and Sen. Dole. The senator featured his canine companion in many of his speeches, promising audiences that he would “put a Leader in the White House.” During the campaign, television host John McLaughlin moderated a televised debate as to which animal made a better first pet: a cat or a dog. Viewers were able to express their preferences by telephoning their votes for a cost of 75 cents per call, all of which benfited WHS. According to Mary Vincent, a neighbor and friend of the Doles, Leader won that contest with 55.2 percent of the vote. (Unfortunately for Dole, he wasn’t so popular, losing the presidential election with only 40.7 percent of the votes.)
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      Bob and Elizabeth Dole pose with their Mini Leader.

    




    

      Leader passed away in 1999, at the ripe old age of 17. After his death, Vincent ghost wrote Follow the Leader: A Dog’s Eye View of Washington, D.C. by Leader Dole (Eastbank Publishing, 2000), with the proceeds going to WHS. The Doles, whose affection for Miniature Schnauzers continued unabated, adopted another Miniature Schnauzer puppy in 2000, whom they named Leader II. In memory of the original Leader, Vincent established the Leader Scholarship at KSU.

    


  



  

  




  

    THE MINIATURE IN MINIATURE
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    This mini-sized dog has


    a great big heart!

  




  

    COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Germany

  




  

    WHAT HIS FRIENDS CALL HIM: Schnauzy, Beardy, Mini Mo, Pepper, The Big Schnauze

  




  

    SIZE: stands up to 14 inches at the shoulder; weighs between 13 and 15 pounds

  




  

    COAT & COLOR: The Mini’s wiry coat is typically solid black or black and gray with silver-white trimmings around the face and on the feathered hair around the legs.

  




  

    PERSONALITY TRAITS: This schnauzer is good-natured, friendly, devoted to his family and eager to please.

  




  

    WITH KIDS: excellent with kids

  




  

    WITH OTHER PETS: His amiable demeanor makes him compatible with other pets. He does like to chase small animals, though!

  




  

    ENERGY LEVEL: high

  




  

    EXERCISE NEEDS: Daily walks and lots of playtime are essential to curb his boisterous energy. Dog sports offer great exercise options.

  




  

    GROOMING NEEDS: Weekly brushings will eliminate tangles, and regular grooming will maintain his snazzy schnauzer look.

  




  

    TRAINING NEEDS: easy to train, a quick learner, simply needs basic obedience

  




  

    LIVING ENVIRONMENT: The Miniature Schnauzer easily adapts to his surroundings and is suited to life in the city or country.

  




  

    LIFESPAN: 12 to 14 years

  



  

  




  

    CHAPTER 2

  




  

    A SCHNAUZER’S STORY
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    A mere 150 years ago, the Miniature Schnauzer – at least as we know the breed today – didn’t even exist. While certain 15th century German paintings show dogs that look similar to Miniature Schnauzers, these were likely smaller Standard Schnauzers, an established working dog, herder, hunter, guard dog and all-around farmhand well before anybody thought to create a smaller version of this stocky, wiry farmer’s helper.

  




  

    Considering the fact that the Miniature Schnauzer breed is a direct descendent of the Standard Schnauzer, it makes sense to begin by taking a quick look at the Miniature’s big brother, so to speak, to more fully understand where the Miniature Schnauzer really began.

  




  

    

  




  STANDARD BEGINNINGS




  

    The Standard Schnauzer, or Mittelschnauzer in German, is the oldest of the three schnauzers (Miniature and Giant being the other two). Originally called the Wire-Haired Pinscher, these dogs strongly resembled today’s Standard Schnauzers and can be found in German artwork dating back as far 

     as the late 1300s. A statue from the 14th century stands in Mecklenborg, Germany, depicting a hunter with a schnauzer at his feet. Both Rembrandt and Durer painted schnauzers in various farm and village scenes, and Lucas Cranach included one in a tapestry dated 1501. The schnauzer was also the subject of a 1620 statue, “The Night Watchman” in Stuttgart, Germany. By the 1700s, schnauzers began to show up in the works of English artists, too.
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      The Mini is not as assertive as his bigger schnauzer cousins, but this rugged little dog can hold his own and will bark to sound the alarm. Historically, the Mini served farmers as a ratter and partner by day and warmed the family’s toes and hearts by night.

    


  




  

    But the schnauzers real champion was the European working class, which thought of the breed as a trusted all-around family dog. These sturdy, medium-sized, wire-haired working dogs, with their distinctive whiskers and game but loyal temperaments, were prized for hunting vermin in the field and guarding farmsteads at home and produce carts in town.

  




  

    The word schnauzer (German for “snout”) was first applied to the breed in 1842, and over the years it became synonymous with the Wire-Haired Pinscher. But during its early development, the breed was also known as the Rough-Haired Terrier, the Rattenfanger (rat catcher), the Wire-Haired German Pinscher and simply the Ratter.

  

OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_014_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Misc/page-template.xpgt
 

 
	 
		 
	

	 
		 
	

	 
		 
	

	 
		 
	

	 
		 
	    		 
	   		 
	    		 
		
	



 
	 






OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_012_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_018_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_008_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_016_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_020_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_003_r1.jpg
JOIN OUR
ONLINE
Club

Schnauzer™





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_001_r1.jpg
FROM THE EDITUHS OF DOGFANCY. MAGAZINE






OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_005_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_022_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_024_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_010_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_013_r1.jpg
)

JOIN OUR
ONLINE
Club

Schnauzer”,






OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_011_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_009_r1.jpg
J
JOIN OUR
ONLINE

Club
Schnauzer™






OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_015_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_017_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_007_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_019_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_021_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_002_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_023_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_msr_cvi_r1.jpg
MINIATURE 55
SCHNAUZER






OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_004_r1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog_9781593788421_oeb_006_r1.jpg





