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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Angelina Jolie Pitt ( joh-LEE; née Voight; born June 4, 1975) is an American actress, filmmaker and humanitarian. She has received an Academy Award, two Screen Actors Guild Awards, and three Golden Globe Awards, and has been cited as Hollywood's highest-paid actress. Jolie made her screen debut as a child alongside her father, Jon Voight, in Lookin' to Get Out (1982). Her film career began in earnest a decade later with the low-budget production Cyborg 2 (1993), followed by her first leading role in a major film, Hackers (1995). She starred in the critically acclaimed biographical cable films George Wallace (1997) and Gia (1998), and won an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress for her performance in the drama Girl, Interrupted (1999). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 726 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Kristen Mary Jenner (née Houghton, HOH-tən, formerly Kardashian; born November 5, 1955) is an American television personality who rose to fame for starring in the reality television series Keeping Up with the Kardashians, together with her family. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 89 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Lena Headey





Lena Headey (/'li:ne 'hi:di /[image: External link] LEE -nə[image: External link] HEED -ee[image: External link]; born 3 October 1973)[1] is an English actress and voice actress.

After being scouted at age 17, Headey worked steadily as an actress in small and supporting roles in films throughout the 1990s, before finding fame for her lead performances in big-budget films such as the fantasy film The Brothers Grimm (2005), the action film 300 (2007), portraying Gorgo, Queen of Sparta, and the adventure and biographical film The Red Baron[image: External link] (2008).

Headey is best known for portraying Cersei Lannister in HBO's hit fantasy series Game of Thrones since 2011, a performance that has earned her three consecutive Emmy award nominations for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series (2014–16) and a Golden Globe Awards nomination for Best Supporting Actress – Series, Miniseries or Television Film in 2016. In 2017, Headey became one of the highest paid actors on television and earned US$1.1 million per episode of Game of Thrones.[2] She is also known for playing the title character Sarah Connor[image: External link] on Fox's Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles and the villainous drug lord Madeline "Ma-Ma" Madrigal in Dredd.
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 Early life




Headey was born in Hamilton[image: External link], Bermuda[image: External link], the daughter of Sue and John Headey.[1] Her father, a Yorkshire[image: External link] police officer, was stationed there at the time. She has one younger brother, Tim.[3] The family moved to Somerset when she was five, and then to Shelley, West Yorkshire, when Headey was 11.[4] As a child, she took ballet lessons, before being told to stop.[5]

Headey had her first experience of acting when she was a pupil at Shelley College; she was noticed at age 17, when performing in a school production at the Royal National Theatre, and was picked for a role in the 1992 film Waterland.[6]
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 Career
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 1990s: Debut and early roles




At the age of 17, Headey performed in a one-off show and afterwards a casting agent took a photo and asked her to audition. Later, she got a supporting role in the drama Waterland, in which she had the opportunity to work with actors who had been in the business several years before her. She landed a small role in The Remains of the Day, which came out in 1993 and received eight Academy Awards nominations.

She played Katherine in Disney's The Jungle Book, released in 1994. The film had positive reviews and earned nearly $44 million in the United States.[7] Headey, alongside her co-stars received favourable reviews with James Berardinelli praising their "solid performances".[8] On the set of The Jungle Book, she met her boyfriend of nine years, actor Jason Flemyng.

After a number of film roles, she appeared opposite Vanessa Redgrave in the 1997 romantic drama Mrs Dalloway. Headey landed a supporting role in a higher-profile film titled Onegin, which starred Ralph Fiennes and Liv Tyler. The following year, she had the starring role in the drama Aberdeen. Headey received several good reviews for her performance in the film. She also had roles in 2000's Gossip[image: External link] and 2001's The Parole Officer.

She received the Silver Iris Award for Best Actress at the 2001 Brussels European Film Festival for her role in Aberdeen. In 2002, she had a role in the mystery drama Possession alongside Gwyneth Paltrow and Aaron Eckhart.
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 2000s: Rise to prominence




Headey co-starred with Matt Damon and Heath Ledger in Terry Gilliam's The Brothers Grimm, which was released in August 2005. The film received mixed reviews. In an interview Headey spoke about her character in the film: "I loved the fact that she was a tomboy. That is what attracted me to her, that she wasn't this predictable female character in this big film. You meet her and she is masking who she is. I loved that her environment dictated who she is. She lives and grows up and survives in the forest. Terry and I talked about how her instincts are almost animalistic and she can see 360 degrees around her. She is aware of what is going on. That is how she is grounded. She is of the earth".[9]

In 2005, she starred with actress Piper Perabo in the films The Cave[image: External link] and Imagine Me & You. The Cave was not well received by critics[10] and did poorly at the box office.[11]

The romantic comedy-drama Imagine Me & You received a limited release and earned positive reviews. Critics praised Headey's performance as a lesbian in the film; Mick LaSalle from the San Francisco Chronicle stated that the actress "has a forthright, irresistible appeal and a face and especially a smile that suggest intelligence, integrity and lots of fun".[12]

Headey played Queen Gorgo in Zack Snyder[image: External link]'s 300. Headey had to do nude scenes in the film. "It's always weird the thought of taking your clothes off in front of 20 people and then to have it projected in front of many more", she told IndieLondon during an interview. "I think it was necessary because we only get that scene to establish their relationship. It is a very obvious moment but I think it does it in quite a beautiful way."[13]

In addition to her film work, Headey starred in Fox's Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles, a television spin-off of James Cameron's popular Terminator franchise. Headey played Sarah Connor from January 2008 to April 2009. The show ran for 31 episodes in two seasons until its cancellation in May 2009. Variety praised "Headey's gritty performance as Sarah – managing to be smart, resourceful and tough, yet melancholy and vulnerable as well" and that the Chronicles "continue to deliver", getting "considerable mileage out of the constant peril" facing the characters.[14] She was nominated twice for the Saturn Award for Best Actress on Television for the role.

Headey has also appeared in a number of independent films, such as The Red Baron[image: External link], a biographical film of the legendary World War I fighter pilot Manfred von Richthofen, in which she appeared alongside Matthias Schweighöfer and Joseph Fiennes[image: External link].[15] Her character was the love interest Käte Otersdorf, a nurse who may or may not have had a romance with Richthofen in real life.[16] She also appeared as the stuffy Miss Dickinson in the 2007 release of the St. Trinian's series. She starred in the Ridley Scott produced Tell-Tale[image: External link], a film based on the short story "The Tell-Tale Heart[image: External link]" by Edgar Allan Poe. The movie went straight to DVD on 25 May 2008.[17]

In 2008, Headey starred in the horror film The Broken. The film was directed by Academy Award-nominated Sean Ellis.[18] The film was about "a woman who suspects she's being followed around London by a murderous doppelganger".[19] The Broken was screened at the midnight portion of the 2008 Sundance Film Festival, and generally got average reviews. Some critics praised Headey's performance, including Kim Koynar of Cinematical who wrote that Headey "largely carries the film, and does so quite ably".[20]

Headey was cast in the lead part in another horror film titled Laid to Rest, which was first screened in 2008. However, the film went straight to video on 21 April 2009 and earned mixed reviews. Critic Mark H. Harris for About.com stated that the film "has a great look and boasts an impressive cast," referring to both Headey and co-star Thomas Dekker.[21] Headey had a part in a short film called The Devil's Wedding. She provided her voice for an episode of the Cartoon Network TV series The Super Hero Squad Show[image: External link] playing Black Widow and Mystique.
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 2010s: Mainstream success




Since its premiere in April 2011, Headey has portrayed queen regent Cersei Lannister on the HBO series Game of Thrones, based on George R.R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire series of novels.[22] Headey was cast in the role after her friend and eventual co-star, Peter Dinklage, suggested her casting to producers.[23] Her performance as the ruthless queen has received critical acclaim.[24][25][26] In 2011, she was nominated for a Scream Award in the category of Best Fantasy Actress for the role.[27] Headey was nominated for an Emmy Award for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series for portraying Cersei in 2014,[28][29] 2015[30] and 2016.

Headey made a guest appearance in the television show White Collar in the episode "Taking Account[image: External link]" in which she played the role of Sally. In 2012, she appeared in the 3D[image: External link] action science-fiction film Dredd alongside Karl Urban and Olivia Thirlby. Her character is Madeline Madrigal (Ma-Ma), the leader of a drug dealing gang, and the project's primary villain.[31] Dredd is a film adaptation of 2000 AD character Judge Dredd.[32] The film was directed by Pete Travis with a script by Alex Garland.[33] In May and June 2012, Lena filmed the fantasy adventure movie The Adventurer: The Curse of the Midas Box throughout South West England, playing the role of Monica. The film was released in 2014.[34]

She re-teamed with Ethan Hawke to co-star in The Purge[image: External link], a 'micro-budget' horror film, which opened on 7 June 2013 at number one position in the United States, grossing over $US36 million over the weekend.[35]

In 2013, Headey was cast as Jocelyn Fray in The Mortal Instruments: City of Bones opposite Lily Collins and Jamie Campbell Bower. The film never received a sequel, and Headey will not reprise her role in the Freeform[image: External link] TV series Shadowhunters.

Following the success of 300, Headey reprised her role as Queen Gorgo in the 2014 sequel, 300: Rise of an Empire.

Headey also appeared in the 2014 biopic[image: External link] Low Down, a film which detailed the life of jazz pianist Joe Albany, as well as playing the wife of Patrick Wilson's character in Zipper in 2015. In July 2015, it was reported that Headey will voice Jeopardy Mouse in Danger Mouse, a reboot of the 1981 TV series of the same name[image: External link], which was broadcast on CBBC[image: External link] in late 2015. Headey stated that "I wanted to do it because it was pure nostalgia for me. I have children now and it’s just a treat to be involved in something that you loved as a kid and be able to share it. Those moments as an actor that come along once in while are not to be missed."[36] She will appear alongside Alexander Armstrong as Danger Mouse and Stephen Fry as Colonel K.[37]

In 2016, Headey co-starred in the horror film Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, opposite her former Game of Thrones, Century and The Contractor co-star Charles Dance.
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 Activism




Headey has campaigned on behalf of animal rights.[38] In 2008, she spoke out against animal abuse in an advert for animal welfare group PETA.[39]

Headey supports the LGBT rights organisation NOH8,[40] and in April 2015 appeared on a T-shirt designed by them and sold through Represent.com to raise funds for the cause.[41]
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 Public image




She has appeared on the covers of TV Guide, G3, Sunday Mirror and Germany's Filmstar. She ranked No. 64 on the Maxim magazine Hot 100 of 2007 list. She was listed at No. 4, No. 10 and No. 3 in AfterEllen's list of the Hot 100 in 2007, 2008 and 2009, respectively.[42]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Personal life




Headey was once engaged to Johnny Cicco, and dated actor Jason Flemyng for nine years, from 1994 to 2003. She and Flemyng met during the filming of The Jungle Book, and she had a tattoo of his name in Thai on her arm, which has since been covered. She was reportedly dating Marcos Domina, a Brazilian model, following her breakup with Flemyng. She was linked to Game of Thrones co-star Jerome Flynn[image: External link], however the relationship reportedly ended badly, resulting in the two being kept apart on set.[43] She married musician Peter Loughran in May 2007.[44] Headey and Loughran have a son, Wylie Loughran, who was born on 31 March 2010.[45] She has spoken about suffering from postnatal depression following Wylie's birth.[46] Headey and Loughran separated in 2011 and she filed for divorce in the Los Angeles County Superior Court on 20 July 2012.[44] The divorce was finalized on 26 December 2013.[47]

In May 2015, Headey confirmed she was expecting her second child that July.[48] On 16 April 2015, Headey stated that the baby will be a girl.[49] On 10 July 2015, she gave birth to her second child, a daughter.

Headey has been close friends with actress Piper Perabo since they starred together in the 2005 films The Cave[image: External link] and Imagine Me & You.[50] Headey is also good friends with her Game of Thrones co-star Peter Dinklage, who first suggested to producers on Game of Thrones that she be cast as Cersei Lannister.[23]

Headey was a vegetarian, however in a 2011 interview she stated she now eats meat again, albeit rarely.[51]

Headey has a number of tattoos[image: External link], and has stated "I was born wearing ink."[52] Her tattoos include a large floral design on her back[53] as well as a Pema Chödrön quote on her ribs.[54] She told Esquire magazine that "I love tattoos. I find it calming."[55] Her tattoos often require covering when Headey works, although she has stated that "you can usually get away with it by keeping your clothes on."[55]
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 Filmography





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film






	Title
	Year
	Role
	Director
	Notes
	Ref(s)



	Waterland
	1992
	Young Mary
	Stephen Gyllenhaal
	
	



	Remains of the Day, TheThe Remains of the Day
	1993
	Lizzie
	James Ivory
	
	



	Century
	1993
	Miriam
	Stephen Poliakoff
	
	



	The Jungle Book
	1994
	Katherine "Kitty" Brydon
	Stephen Sommers
	
	



	Grotesque, TheThe Grotesque
	1995
	Cleo Coal
	John-Paul Davidson
	
	



	Face
	1997
	Connie
	Antonia Bird
	
	



	Mrs Dalloway
	1997
	Young Sally
	Marleen Gorris
	
	



	Man with Rain in His Shoes, TheThe Man with Rain in His Shoes
	1998
	Sylvia Weld
	Maria Ripoll
	
	



	Inside-Out
	1999
	Window Dresser
	Charles Guard

Thomas Guard
	Short film
	



	Onegin
	1999
	Olga
	Martha Fiennes
	
	



	Ropewalk
	2000
	Allison
	Matt Brown
	
	



	Gossip[image: External link]
	2000
	Cathy Jones
	Davis Guggenheim
	
	



	Aberdeen
	2000
	Kaisa
	Hans Petter Moland
	
	



	Parole Officer, TheThe Parole Officer
	2001
	Emma
	John Duigan[image: External link]
	
	



	Anazapta
	2002
	Lady Matilda Mellerby
	Alberto Sciamma
	
	



	Possession
	2002
	Blanche Glover
	Neil LaBute
	
	



	Ripley's Game
	2002
	Sarah Trevanny
	Liliana Cavani
	
	



	Actors, TheThe Actors
	2003
	Dolores
	Conor McPherson
	
	



	No Verbal Response
	2003
	Dr. Megan Pillay
	Helena Smith
	
	



	Brothers Grimm, TheThe Brothers Grimm
	2005
	Angelika
	Terry Gilliam
	
	



	Cave, TheThe Cave[image: External link]
	2005
	Dr. Kathryn Jennings
	Bruce Hunt
	
	



	Round About Five
	2005
	Girlfriend
	Charles Guard

Thomas Guard
	Short film
	



	Imagine Me & You
	2005
	Luce
	Ol Parker[image: External link]
	
	



	Vacancy
	2006
	Pam Bishop
	Yunsun Chae
	Short film
	



	300
	2006
	Gorgo, Queen of Sparta
	Zack Snyder[image: External link]
	
	



	Contractor, TheThe Contractor
	2007
	DI Annette Ballard
	Josef Rusnak
	Direct-to-DVD
	



	St Trinian's
	2007
	Miss Dickinson
	Oliver Parker
	
	



	Broken, TheThe Broken
	2008
	Gina McVey
	Sean Ellis
	
	



	Red Baron, TheThe Red Baron[image: External link]
	2008
	Käte Otersdorf
	Nikolai Müllerschön
	
	



	Whore
	2008
	Mom
	Thomas Dekker
	
	



	Devil's Wedding, TheThe Devil's Wedding
	2009
	The Devil's Bride
	Dan Cadan
	Short film
	



	Laid to Rest
	2009
	Cindy
	Robert Green Hall
	
	



	Tell Tale
	2009
	Elizabeth Clemson
	Michael Cuesta
	
	



	Pete Smalls Is Dead
	2010
	Shannah
	Alexandre Rockwell[image: External link]
	
	



	Dredd
	2012
	Madeline "Ma-Ma" Madrigal
	Pete Travis
	
	



	Purge, TheThe Purge[image: External link]
	2013
	Mary Sandin
	James DeMonaco
	
	



	Mortal Instruments: City of Bones, TheThe Mortal Instruments: City of Bones
	2013
	Jocelyn Fray
	Harald Zwart
	
	



	The Adventurer: The Curse of the Midas Box
	2014
	Monica
	Jonathan Newman[image: External link]
	
	



	Low Down
	2014
	Sheila Albany
	Jeff Preiss
	
	



	300: Rise of an Empire
	2014
	Gorgo, Queen of Sparta
	Noam Murro
	
	



	Zipper
	2015
	Jeannie Ellis
	Mora Stephens
	
	



	Unity
	2015
	Narrator
	Shaun Monson
	Documentary
	



	Pride and Prejudice and Zombies
	2016
	Lady Catherine de Bourgh
	Burr Steers
	
	[56]



	Kingsglaive: Final Fantasy XV
	2016
	Lunafreya Nox Fleuret
	Takeshi Nozue
	Voice
	[57]



	Thumper
	2017
	Ellen
	Jordan Ross
	Post-production
	[58]



	Fighting with My Family
	TBA
	Julia Bevis
	Stephen Merchant
	Filming
	






	Key



	
	Denotes films that have not yet been released
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 Television






	Title
	Year
	Role
	Network
	Notes
	Ref.



	Screen Two
	1993
	Margaret
	BBC
	Episode: "The Clothes in the Wardrobe"
	



	Spender
	1993
	Emily Goodman
	BBC One[image: External link]
	2 episodes
	



	How We Used To Live
	1993
	Grace Palmer
	ITV Yorkshire[image: External link]
	3 episodes
	



	Soldier Soldier
	1993
	Shenna Bowles
	ITV
	3 episodes
	



	Fair Game
	1994
	Ellie
	BBC
	Television film
	



	MacGyver: Trail to Doomsday
	1994
	Elise Moran
	ABC
	Television film
	



	Devil's Advocate
	1995
	Clare Rigby
	BBC
	Television film
	



	Loved Up
	1995
	Sarah
	BBC
	Television film
	



	Ballykissangel[image: External link]
	1996
	Jenny Clark
	BBC
	Episode: "The Things We Do for Love"
	



	Band of Gold
	1996–97
	Colette
	ITV
	8 episodes
	



	Kavanagh QC
	1997
	Natasha Jackson
	ITV
	Episode: "Diplomatic Baggage"
	



	Hunger, TheThe Hunger[image: External link]
	1997
	Steph Reynolds
	Syfy
	Episode: "Ménage à Trois"
	



	Merlin[image: External link]
	1998
	Queen Guinevere
	NBC
	3 episodes
	



	Gathering Storm, TheThe Gathering Storm
	2002
	Ava Wigram
	BBC/HBO
	Television film
	



	Long Firm, TheThe Long Firm
	2004
	Ruby Ryder
	BBC
	2 episodes
	



	Ultra
	2006
	Penny / Ultra
	CBS
	Pilot
	[59]

[60]



	Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles
	2008–09
	Sarah Connor[image: External link]
	Fox
	31 episodes
	[61]



	Super Hero Squad Show, TheThe Super Hero Squad Show[image: External link]
	2009
	Black Widow

Mystique
	Cartoon Network
	Voice

Episode: "Deadly Is the Black Widow's Bite!"
	



	White Collar
	2011
	Sally
	USA Network
	Episode: "Taking Account"
	



	Game of Thrones
	2011–present
	Cersei Lannister
	HBO
	Main role
	[62]



	Uncle Grandpa
	2014–16
	Aunt Grandma
	Cartoon Network
	Voice

3 episodes
	



	Danger Mouse
	2015–present
	Jeopardy Mouse
	CBBC[image: External link]
	Voice

4 episodes
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 Video games






	Title
	Year
	Voice role
	Ref.



	Risen
	2009
	Patty / Cathy / Jasmin / Lily
	



	Dishonored
	2012
	Callista Curnow
	



	Game of Thrones
	2014
	Cersei Lannister
	[63]
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Work
	Result
	Ref.



	2001
	Silver Iris Award
	Best Actress
	Aberdeen
	Won
	[64]



	2007
	MTV Movie Award
	Best Breakthrough Performance
	300
	Nominated
	[65]



	Teen Choice Award[image: External link]
	Choice Movie Actress: Action Adventure
	Nominated
	[64]



	2008
	Saturn Award
	Best Supporting Actress
	Nominated
	[64]



	Best Actress on Television
	Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles
	Nominated
	[64]



	Scream Award
	Best Science Fiction Actress
	Nominated
	



	SFX Award[image: External link]
	Best Television Actress
	Nominated
	[64]



	2009
	Saturn Award
	Best Actress on Television
	Nominated
	[64]



	Scream Award
	Best Actress in a Science Fiction Movie or TV Show
	Nominated
	



	2011
	Portal Award
	Best Actress on Television
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	



	Scream Award
	Best Fantasy Actress
	Nominated
	



	Best Ensemble
	Nominated
	



	Screen Actors Guild Award
	Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series
	Nominated
	



	Women's Image Network Award
	Actress Drama Series
	Nominated
	[66]



	2012
	EWwy Award
	Best Supporting Actress, Drama
	Won
	



	Gold Derby TV Awards
	Best Drama Supporting Actress
	Nominated
	[67]



	Golden Nymph Award
	Outstanding Actress in a Drama Series
	Nominated
	



	Portal Award
	Best Actress on Television
	Won
	[68]



	SFX Award[image: External link]
	Best Television Actress
	Nominated
	



	Saturn Award
	Best Actress on Television
	Nominated
	[64]



	2013
	Screen Actors Guild Award
	Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series
	Nominated
	



	2014
	Gold Derby TV Awards
	Best Drama Supporting Actress
	Nominated
	[69]



	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series
	Nominated
	[28][29]



	Screen Actors Guild Award
	Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series
	Nominated
	



	Women's Image Network Award
	Actress Drama Series
	Won
	[70]



	2015
	Empire Award
	Empire Hero Award
	Won
	[71]



	Gold Derby TV Awards
	Best Drama Supporting Actress
	Won
	[72]



	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series
	Nominated
	[30]



	Screen Actors Guild Award
	Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series
	Nominated
	



	2016
	Gold Derby TV Awards
	Best Drama Supporting Actress
	Won
	[73]



	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series
	Nominated
	[74]



	Critics' Choice Television Award
	Best Supporting Actress in a Drama Series
	Nominated
	[75]



	Screen Actors Guild Award
	Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series
	Nominated
	[76]



	Saturn Award
	Best Supporting Actress on Television
	Nominated
	[77]



	2017
	Golden Globes
	Best Supporting Actress – Series, Miniseries or Television Film
	Nominated
	[78]



	Satellite Award
	Best Supporting Actress – Series, Miniseries or Television Film
	Nominated
	[79]

[80]



	Saturn Award
	Best Supporting Actress on Television
	Pending
	[81]
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63Rd Primetime Emmy Awards





The 63rd Primetime Emmy Awards, honoring the best in prime time[image: External link] television programming from June 1, 2010 until May 31, 2011, were held on Sunday, September 18, 2011, at the Nokia Theatre[image: External link] in Downtown Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link].[3][4] Fox televised the ceremony within the United States. Jane Lynch[image: External link] hosted the Emmys for the first time.[2] The Creative Arts Emmy Awards[image: External link] ceremony[image: External link] was held on September 10.[1]

The nominations were announced live on Thursday, July 14, 2011, at 5:40 a.m. PDT[image: External link] (12:40 UTC[image: External link]) at the Leonard H. Goldenson Theatre in North Hollywood, Los Angeles[image: External link]. The nominations were announced by Melissa McCarthy[image: External link] of Mike & Molly[image: External link] and Joshua Jackson[image: External link] of Fringe[image: External link].

The biggest winner of the night was ABC's Modern Family[image: External link]. The series ended the event with five wins, including Outstanding Comedy Series[image: External link] for the second consecutive year. For the fourth time in history, the Outstanding Drama Series[image: External link] category was won for a fourth time, by AMC[image: External link]'s Mad Men[image: External link]. It is also the third series to win four times consecutively in that category. Downton Abbey[image: External link] walked away with the award for Outstanding Miniseries or Movie[image: External link], with four wins overall.

This year's ceremony was watched by 12.4 million people, down 8% from last year's show[image: External link].[5] The ceremony received mixed reviews from critics, with many praising the performance of Lynch as the host but criticizing the overall quality of the production, particularly the presenters and the orchestra.[6][7]

Beginning this year, the Outstanding Miniseries[image: External link] and Outstanding Television Movie[image: External link] categories were merged. This was due to the continuing decline in the number of miniseries being produced; the previous two ceremonies only had two miniseries nominated.
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 Winners and nominees




Winners are listed first and highlighted in bold:
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 Programs






	Outstanding Comedy Series[image: External link]
	Outstanding Drama Series[image: External link]



	

	
Modern Family[image: External link] (ABC)

	
30 Rock[image: External link] (NBC)

	
The Big Bang Theory[image: External link] (CBS)

	
Glee[image: External link] (Fox)

	
The Office[image: External link] (NBC)

	
Parks and Recreation[image: External link] (NBC)








	

	
Mad Men[image: External link] ( AMC[image: External link])

	
Boardwalk Empire[image: External link] (HBO)

	
Dexter[image: External link] ( Showtime[image: External link])

	
Friday Night Lights[image: External link] (The 101 Network[image: External link] / NBC)

	
Game of Thrones (HBO)

	
The Good Wife[image: External link] (CBS)











	Outstanding Variety, Music, or Comedy Series[image: External link]
	Outstanding Miniseries or Movie[image: External link]



	

	
The Daily Show with Jon Stewart[image: External link] (Comedy Central[image: External link])

	
The Colbert Report[image: External link] (Comedy Central)

	
Conan[image: External link] ( TBS[image: External link])

	
Late Night with Jimmy Fallon[image: External link] (NBC)

	
Real Time with Bill Maher[image: External link] (HBO)

	
Saturday Night Live[image: External link] (NBC)








	

	
Downton Abbey[image: External link] ( PBS[image: External link])

	
Cinema Verite[image: External link] (HBO)

	
The Kennedys[image: External link] ( ReelzChannel[image: External link])

	
Mildred Pierce[image: External link] (HBO)

	
The Pillars of the Earth[image: External link] ( Starz[image: External link])

	
Too Big to Fail[image: External link] (HBO)











	Outstanding Reality-Competition Program[image: External link]



	

	
The Amazing Race[image: External link] (CBS)

	
American Idol[image: External link] (Fox)

	
Dancing with the Stars[image: External link] (ABC)

	
Project Runway[image: External link] ( Lifetime[image: External link])

	
So You Think You Can Dance[image: External link] (Fox)

	
Top Chef[image: External link] ( Bravo[image: External link])
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 Acting
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 Lead performances






	Outstanding Lead Actor in a Comedy Series[image: External link]
	Outstanding Lead Actress in a Comedy Series[image: External link]



	

	
Jim Parsons[image: External link] as Dr. Sheldon Cooper[image: External link] on The Big Bang Theory (Episode: "The Agreement Dissection") (CBS)

	
Alec Baldwin[image: External link] as Jack Donaghy[image: External link] on 30 Rock (Episode: " Respawn[image: External link]") (NBC)

	
Steve Carell[image: External link] as Michael Scott[image: External link] on The Office (Episode: "Goodbye, Michael[image: External link]") (NBC)

	
Louis C.K.[image: External link] as Louie on Louie[image: External link] (Episode: "Bully") (FX)

	
Johnny Galecki[image: External link] as Dr. Leonard Hofstadter[image: External link] on The Big Bang Theory (Episode: "The Benefactor Factor") (CBS)

	
Matt LeBlanc[image: External link] as Himself on Episodes[image: External link] (Episode: "Episode Seven") (Showtime)








	

	
Melissa McCarthy[image: External link] as Molly Flynn on Mike & Molly[image: External link] (Episode: "First Date") (CBS)

	
Edie Falco[image: External link] as Jackie Peyton, RN on Nurse Jackie[image: External link] (Episode: "Rat Falls") (Showtime)

	
Tina Fey[image: External link] as Liz Lemon[image: External link] on 30 Rock (Episode: "Double-Edged Sword[image: External link]") (NBC)

	
Laura Linney[image: External link] as Cathy Jamison on The Big C[image: External link] (Episode: "Pilot") (Showtime)

	
Martha Plimpton[image: External link] as Virginia Chance[image: External link] on Raising Hope[image: External link] (Episode: "Say Cheese") (Fox)

	
Amy Poehler[image: External link] as Leslie Knope[image: External link] on Parks and Recreation (Episode: "Flu Season[image: External link]") (NBC)











	Outstanding Lead Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Outstanding Lead Actress in a Drama Series[image: External link]



	

	
Kyle Chandler[image: External link] as Eric Taylor on Friday Night Lights (Episode: "Always") (The 101 Network / NBC)

	
Steve Buscemi[image: External link] as Enoch "Nucky" Thompson[image: External link] on Boardwalk Empire (Episode: "A Return to Normalcy[image: External link]") (HBO)

	
Michael C. Hall[image: External link] as Dexter Morgan[image: External link] on Dexter (Episode: "Teenage Wasteland") (Showtime)

	
Jon Hamm[image: External link] as Don Draper[image: External link] on Mad Men (Episode: "The Suitcase[image: External link]") (AMC)

	
Hugh Laurie[image: External link] as Dr. Gregory House[image: External link] on House[image: External link] (Episode: "After Hours[image: External link]") (Fox)

	
Timothy Olyphant[image: External link] as Raylan Givens[image: External link] on Justified[image: External link] (Episode: "Reckoning") (FX)








	

	
Julianna Margulies[image: External link] as Alicia Florrick[image: External link] on The Good Wife (Episode: "In Sickness") (CBS)

	
Kathy Bates[image: External link] as Harriet "Harry" Korn on Harry's Law[image: External link] (Episode: "Innocent Man") (NBC)

	
Connie Britton[image: External link] as Tami Taylor[image: External link] on Friday Night Lights (Episode: "Always") (The 101 Network / NBC)

	
Mireille Enos[image: External link] as Sarah Linden on The Killing[image: External link] (Episode: " Missing[image: External link]") (AMC)

	
Mariska Hargitay[image: External link] as Olivia Benson[image: External link] on Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link] (Episode: "Rescue") (NBC)

	
Elisabeth Moss[image: External link] as Peggy Olson[image: External link] on Mad Men (Episode: "The Suitcase[image: External link]") (AMC)











	Outstanding Lead Actor in a Miniseries or Movie[image: External link]
	Outstanding Lead Actress in a Miniseries or Movie[image: External link]



	

	
Barry Pepper[image: External link] as Robert F. Kennedy[image: External link] on The Kennedys (ReelzChannel)

	
Idris Elba[image: External link] as DCI John Luther[image: External link] on Luther[image: External link] (BBC America[image: External link])

	
Laurence Fishburne[image: External link] as Thurgood Marshall[image: External link] on Thurgood[image: External link] (HBO)

	
William Hurt[image: External link] as Henry Paulson[image: External link] on Too Big to Fail (HBO)

	
Greg Kinnear[image: External link] as John F. Kennedy[image: External link] on The Kennedys (ReelzChannel)

	
Édgar Ramírez[image: External link] as Ilich Ramírez Sánchez[image: External link] on Carlos[image: External link] (Sundance Channel[image: External link])








	

	
Kate Winslet[image: External link] as Mildred Pierce on Mildred Pierce (HBO)

	
Taraji P. Henson[image: External link] as Tiffany Rubin on Taken from Me: The Tiffany Rubin Story[image: External link] (Lifetime)

	
Diane Lane[image: External link] as Patricia "Pat" Loud on Cinema Verite (HBO)

	
Jean Marsh[image: External link] as Rose Buck on Upstairs Downstairs[image: External link] (PBS)

	
Elizabeth McGovern[image: External link] as Cora Crawley, Countess of Grantham on Downton Abbey (PBS)
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 Supporting performances






	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Comedy Series[image: External link]
	Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Comedy Series[image: External link]



	

	
Ty Burrell[image: External link] as Phil Dunphy on Modern Family (Episode: "Good Cop Bad Dog[image: External link]") (ABC)

	
Chris Colfer[image: External link] as Kurt Hummel[image: External link] on Glee (Episode: "Grilled Cheesus[image: External link]") (Fox)

	
Jon Cryer[image: External link] as Dr. Alan Harper[image: External link] on Two and a Half Men[image: External link] (Episode: "The Immortal Billy Joel") (CBS)

	
Jesse Tyler Ferguson[image: External link] as Mitchell Pritchett on Modern Family (Episode: " Halloween[image: External link]") (ABC)

	
Ed O'Neill[image: External link] as Jay Pritchett on Modern Family (Episode: "The Kiss[image: External link]") (ABC)

	
Eric Stonestreet[image: External link] as Cameron Tucker on Modern Family (Episode: "Mother's Day[image: External link]") (ABC)








	

	
Julie Bowen[image: External link] as Claire Dunphy on Modern Family (Episode: "Strangers on a Treadmill[image: External link]") (ABC)

	
Jane Krakowski[image: External link] as Jenna Maroney[image: External link] on 30 Rock (Episode: "Queen of Jordan[image: External link]") (NBC)

	
Jane Lynch[image: External link] as Sue Sylvester[image: External link] on Glee (Episode: " Funeral[image: External link]") (Fox)

	
Sofía Vergara[image: External link] as Gloria Delgado-Pritchett on Modern Family (Episode: "Slow Down Your Neighbors[image: External link]") (ABC)

	
Betty White[image: External link] as Elka Ostrovsky[image: External link] on Hot in Cleveland[image: External link] (Episode: "Free Elka") (TV Land[image: External link])

	
Kristen Wiig[image: External link] as Various Characters on Saturday Night Live (Episode: "Host: Jane Lynch") (NBC)











	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series



	

	
Peter Dinklage as Tyrion Lannister[image: External link] on Game of Thrones (Episode: " Baelor[image: External link]") (HBO)

	
Andre Braugher[image: External link] as Owen Thoreau, Jr. on Men of a Certain Age[image: External link] (Episode: "Let the Sunshine In") ( TNT[image: External link])

	
Josh Charles[image: External link] as Will Gardner[image: External link] on The Good Wife (Episode: "Closing Arguments") (CBS)

	
Alan Cumming[image: External link] as Eli Gold on The Good Wife (Episode: "Silver Bullet") (CBS)

	
Walton Goggins[image: External link] as Boyd Crowder on Justified (Episode: "The I of the Storm") (FX)

	
John Slattery[image: External link] as Roger Sterling, Jr.[image: External link] on Mad Men (Episode: "Hands and Knees[image: External link]") (AMC)








	

	
Margo Martindale[image: External link] as Mags Bennett on Justified (Episode: "Brother's Keeper") (FX)

	
Christine Baranski[image: External link] as Diane Lockhart[image: External link] on The Good Wife (Episode: "Silver Bullet") (CBS)

	
Michelle Forbes[image: External link] as Mitch Larsen on The Killing (Episode: " Pilot[image: External link]") (AMC)

	
Christina Hendricks[image: External link] as Joan Harris[image: External link] on Mad Men (Episode: "The Summer Man[image: External link]") (AMC)

	
Kelly Macdonald[image: External link] as Margaret Schroeder[image: External link] on Boardwalk Empire (Episode: "Family Limitation[image: External link]") (HBO)

	
Archie Panjabi[image: External link] as Kalinda Sharma[image: External link] on The Good Wife (Episode: "Getting Off") (CBS)











	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Miniseries or Movie[image: External link]
	Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Miniseries or Movie[image: External link]



	

	
Guy Pearce[image: External link] as Monty Beragon on Mildred Pierce (HBO)

	
Paul Giamatti[image: External link] as Ben Bernanke[image: External link] on Too Big to Fail (HBO)

	
Brían F. O'Byrne[image: External link] as Bert Pierce on Mildred Pierce (HBO)

	
Tom Wilkinson[image: External link] as Joseph P. Kennedy Sr.[image: External link] on The Kennedys (ReelzChannel)

	
James Woods[image: External link] as Dick Fuld Jr.[image: External link] on Too Big to Fail (HBO)








	

	
Maggie Smith[image: External link] as Violet Crawley, Dowager Countess of Grantham on Downton Abbey (PBS)

	
Eileen Atkins[image: External link] as Maud, Lady Holland on Upstairs Downstairs (PBS)

	
Melissa Leo[image: External link] as Lucy Gessler on Mildred Pierce (HBO)

	
Mare Winningham[image: External link] as Ida Corwin on Mildred Pierce (HBO)

	
Evan Rachel Wood[image: External link] as Veda Pierce on Mildred Pierce (HBO)
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 Directing






	Outstanding Directing for a Comedy Series[image: External link]
	Outstanding Directing for a Drama Series[image: External link]



	

	
Michael Spiller[image: External link] for Modern Family (Episode: " Halloween[image: External link]") (ABC)

	
Pamela Fryman[image: External link] for How I Met Your Mother[image: External link] (Episode: "Subway Wars[image: External link]") (CBS)

	
Steven Levitan[image: External link] for Modern Family (Episode: "See You Next Fall[image: External link]") (ABC)

	
Gail Mancuso[image: External link] for Modern Family (Episode: "Slow Down Your Neighbors[image: External link]") (ABC)

	
Beth McCarthy-Miller[image: External link] for 30 Rock (Episode: "Live Show[image: External link]") (NBC)








	

	
Martin Scorsese[image: External link] for Boardwalk Empire (Episode: "Boardwalk Empire[image: External link]") (HBO)

	
Patty Jenkins[image: External link] for The Killing (Episode: " Pilot[image: External link]") (AMC)

	
Neil Jordan[image: External link] for The Borgias[image: External link] (Episode: "The Poisoned Chalice[image: External link]" + "The Assassin[image: External link]") (Showtime)

	
Jeremy Podeswa[image: External link] for Boardwalk Empire (Episode: " Anastasia[image: External link]") (HBO)

	
Tim Van Patten[image: External link] for Game of Thrones (Episode: "Winter Is Coming[image: External link]") (HBO)











	Outstanding Directing for a Variety, Music or Comedy Series
	Outstanding Directing for a Miniseries, Movie, or Dramatic Special[image: External link]



	

	
Don Roy King[image: External link] for Saturday Night Live (NBC)

	
Jerry Foley[image: External link] for Late Show with David Letterman[image: External link] (CBS)

	Gregg Gelfand for American Idol (Fox)

	
James Hoskinson[image: External link] for The Colbert Report (Comedy Central)

	Chuck O'Neil for The Daily Show with Jon Stewart (Comedy Central)








	

	
Brian Percival[image: External link] for Downton Abbey (PBS)

	
Olivier Assayas[image: External link] for Carlos (Sundance Channel)

	
Shari Springer Berman and Robert Pulcini[image: External link] for Cinema Verite (HBO)

	
Curtis Hanson[image: External link] for Too Big to Fail (HBO)

	
Todd Haynes[image: External link] for Mildred Pierce (HBO)
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 Writing






	Outstanding Writing for a Comedy Series[image: External link]
	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series[image: External link]



	

	
Steven Levitan[image: External link] and Jeffrey Richman[image: External link] for Modern Family (Episode: "Caught in the Act[image: External link]") (ABC)

	
Louis C.K.[image: External link] for Louie (Episode: " Poker/Divorce[image: External link]") (FX)

	
David Crane[image: External link] and Jeffrey Klarik[image: External link] for Episodes (Episode: "Episode Seven") (Showtime)

	
Greg Daniels[image: External link] for The Office (Episode: "Goodbye, Michael[image: External link]") (NBC)

	
Matt Hubbard[image: External link] for 30 Rock (Episode: " Reaganing[image: External link]") (NBC)








	

	
Jason Katims[image: External link] for Friday Night Lights (Episode: "Always") (The 101 Network / NBC)

	
David Benioff[image: External link] and D. B. Weiss[image: External link] for Game of Thrones (Episode: " Baelor[image: External link]") (HBO)

	
Andre Jacquemetton[image: External link] and Maria Jacquemetton[image: External link] for Mad Men (Episode: "Blowing Smoke[image: External link]") (AMC)

	
Veena Sud[image: External link] for The Killing (Episode: " Pilot[image: External link]") (AMC)

	
Matthew Weiner[image: External link] for Mad Men (Episode: "The Suitcase[image: External link]") (AMC)











	Outstanding Writing for a Variety, Music, or Comedy Series[image: External link]
	Outstanding Writing for a Miniseries, Movie, or Dramatic Special[image: External link]



	

	
The Daily Show with Jon Stewart (Comedy Central)

	
The Colbert Report (Comedy Central)

	
Conan (TBS)

	
Late Night with Jimmy Fallon (NBC)

	
Saturday Night Live (NBC)








	

	
Julian Fellowes[image: External link] for Downton Abbey (PBS)

	
Peter Gould[image: External link] for Too Big to Fail (HBO)

	
Todd Haynes[image: External link] and Jonathan Raymond[image: External link] for Mildred Pierce (HBO)

	
Steven Moffat[image: External link] for Sherlock[image: External link]: "A Study in Pink[image: External link]" (PBS)

	
Heidi Thomas[image: External link] for Upstairs Downstairs (PBS)
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 Most major nominations





	By network [note 1]





	HBO – 33

	NBC – 30

	CBS – 18

	ABC – 17

	AMC – 15

	Fox – 12

	Showtime – 10




	By program




	
Modern Family (ABC) – 12

	
Mad Men (AMC) – 11

	
30 Rock (NBC) / Mildred Pierce (HBO) – 9

	
Downton Abbey (PBS) / The Good Wife (CBS) / Saturday Night Live (NBC) – 7

	
Glee (Fox) / Too Big to Fail (HBO) – 6
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 Most major awards





	By network [note 1]





	ABC / CBS – 6

	NBC – 5

	HBO / PBS – 4

	The 101 Network / Comedy Central – 2




	By program




	
Modern Family (ABC) – 5

	
Downton Abbey (PBS) – 4




	Notes





	
^ a b "Major" constitutes the categories listed above: Program, Acting, Directing, and Writing. Does not include the technical categories.[image: External link]
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 Presenters




The awards were presented by the following:[8][9][10][11]



	Will Arnett[image: External link]

	Drew Barrymore[image: External link]

	Maria Bello[image: External link]

	David Boreanaz[image: External link]

	Scott Caan[image: External link]

	Don Cheadle[image: External link]

	Bryan Cranston[image: External link]

	Jon Cryer[image: External link]

	Kaley Cuoco[image: External link]

	Claire Danes[image: External link]

	Zooey Deschanel[image: External link]

	Loretta Devine[image: External link]

	Jimmy Fallon[image: External link]

	Katie Holmes[image: External link]

	Annie Ilonzeh[image: External link]

	Minka Kelly[image: External link]

	Jimmy Kimmel[image: External link]

	Ashton Kutcher[image: External link]

	Hugh Laurie[image: External link]

	Rob Lowe[image: External link]

	William H. Macy[image: External link]

	Julianna Margulies[image: External link]

	Melissa McCarthy[image: External link]

	Paul McCrane[image: External link]

	Lea Michele[image: External link]

	Jason O'Mara[image: External link]

	Gwyneth Paltrow

	Anna Paquin[image: External link]

	Amy Poehler[image: External link]

	Charlie Sheen[image: External link]

	Ian Somerhalder[image: External link]

	David Spade[image: External link]

	Rachael Taylor[image: External link]

	Anna Torv[image: External link]

	Sofía Vergara[image: External link]

	Kerry Washington[image: External link]
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 In Memoriam




A clip tribute to TV personalities was shown along with The Canadian Tenors[image: External link] playing the song " Hallelujah[image: External link]":



	Cliff Robertson[image: External link]

	Elizabeth Taylor[image: External link]

	Anne Francis[image: External link]

	James MacArthur[image: External link]

	Peter Falk[image: External link]

	Harold Gould[image: External link]

	Stanley Frazen

	James Arness[image: External link]

	Janet MacLachlan[image: External link]

	Madelyn Pugh Davis[image: External link]

	Steve Landesberg[image: External link]

	Blake Edwards[image: External link]

	Betty Garrett[image: External link]

	John Cossette[image: External link]

	Bill Erwin[image: External link]

	Barbara Billingsley[image: External link]

	Leslie Nielsen[image: External link]

	Tom Bosley[image: External link]

	Reza Badiyi[image: External link]

	Leonard B. Stern[image: External link]

	Ryan Dunn[image: External link]

	Denise Cramsey

	Frank Potenza[image: External link]

	Bob Banner[image: External link]

	Andy Whitfield[image: External link]

	Fred Steiner[image: External link]

	Jill Clayburgh[image: External link]

	John Dye[image: External link]

	Jack LaLanne[image: External link]

	Al Masini[image: External link]

	Sada Thompson[image: External link]

	Laura Ziskin[image: External link]

	Don Meredith[image: External link]

	Sherwood Schwartz[image: External link]

	Bubba Smith[image: External link]

	Stephen J. Cannell[image: External link]
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 Memorable moments
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 Opening number




The show opened with Jane Lynch performing a pre-taped opening number which showed the TV world as being contained inside of a large building, parodying Rear Window[image: External link]. Lynch walked through the building and entered the universe of shows including The Big Bang Theory[image: External link], Mad Men[image: External link], Parks and Recreation[image: External link], Mythbusters[image: External link] and Glee[image: External link] (the show of which Lynch is a cast member) among others. Lynch's lyrics satirized elements of each show and television in general. The ceremony culminated with Lynch entering the theatre and performing a short dance number, which ended with a fireworks[image: External link] show. The opening number received a standing ovation[image: External link].
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 Emmytones




Throughout the night, the "Emmytones" introduced each genre in the form of a short jingle. They consisted of Zachary Levi[image: External link] ("Chuck"), Cobie Smulders[image: External link] ("How I Met Your Mother"), Kate Flannery[image: External link] ("The Office"), Wilmer Valderrama[image: External link] ("Royal Pains"), Joel McHale[image: External link] ("Community") and nominee Taraji P. Henson[image: External link] ("Person of Interest"). The Emmytones received mixed to negative reviews, with many critics citing them as unimportant and others calling them "time fillers."[12]
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 Award for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Comedy Series




For the presentation of the award for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Comedy Series, each of the nominees went up to the stage in the style of a beauty pageant. The orchestra[image: External link] played music similar to that of a pageant as the nominees went to the stage. The winner ended up being Melissa McCarthy[image: External link], who mentioned that this was "her first and best pageant ever." Both the producers and the nominees in the category gave nominee Amy Poehler[image: External link] credit for conceiving the idea. Nominee Martha Plimpton[image: External link] was also credited.

The presentation was well received critically with many critics regarding it to be the best part of the night. Once all the nominees reached the stage, they received a standing ovation[image: External link].[13] The pairing of Rob Lowe[image: External link] and Sofía Vergara[image: External link], who presented the category, was also praised critically.
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 Criticism about the orchestra




For the 2011 ceremony, the producers enlisted Hype Music to provide the orchestrations.[14] These orchestrations were universally hated by reviewers. The band played music from the Hype Music roster of artists as the winners walked to the stage, breaking the tradition of their respective program's theme song[image: External link] being played as they accepted their awards. The decision to do this received an overwhelmingly negative response from critics and enraged Emmy Award enthusiasts, many of whom felt as though a tradition observed since the 1st Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link] had been broken.[15] One reviewer even called this decision "one of the biggest mistakes in the ceremony's history."[16]
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Los Angeles





Los Angeles ( i[image: External link]/las 'aendZels /[image: External link], Spanish[image: External link] for "The Angels"; Spanish: [los 'an.xe.les][image: External link]),[14] officially the City of Los Angeles and often known by its initials L.A., is the cultural, financial, and commercial center of Southern California[image: External link]. With a census-estimated 2015 population of 3,971,883,[10] it is the second-most populous city[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] (after New York City[image: External link]) and the most populous city[image: External link] in California[image: External link]. Located in a large coastal basin[image: External link] surrounded on three sides by mountains reaching up to and over 10,000 feet (3,000 m), Los Angeles covers an area of about 469 square miles (1,210 km2)[7] The city is the focal point of the larger Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] and the Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link] region, which contain 13 million[15] and over 18 million people, respectively, as of 2010, making it one of the most populous metropolitan areas[image: External link] in the world as well as the second-largest in the United States and the densest urban area[image: External link] in the United States. Los Angeles is also the seat[image: External link] of Los Angeles County[image: External link], the most populated county[image: External link] in the United States. The city's inhabitants are referred to as Angelenos[image: External link].

Historically home to the Chumash[image: External link] and Tongva[image: External link], Los Angeles was claimed by Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link] for Spain[image: External link] in 1542 along with the rest of what would become Alta California[image: External link]. The city was officially founded on September 4, 1781, by Spanish governor Felipe de Neve[image: External link]. It became a part of Mexico[image: External link] in 1821 following the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link]. In 1848, at the end of the Mexican–American War[image: External link], Los Angeles and the rest of California were purchased as part of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link], thereby becoming part of the United States. Los Angeles was incorporated[image: External link] as a municipality on April 4, 1850, five months before California achieved statehood[image: External link]. The discovery of oil in the 1890s brought rapid growth to the city.[16] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, delivering water from Eastern California[image: External link], later assured the city's continued rapid growth.

Nicknamed the "City of Angels", Los Angeles is known for its Mediterranean climate[image: External link], ethnic diversity, and sprawling metropolis. The city is also famous as the home of Hollywood[image: External link], a major center of the American entertainment industry, and one of the leaders in the world in the creation of motion picture, recorded music, and television productions. Los Angeles also has a diverse economy in culture, media, fashion, science, sports, technology, education, medicine, and research. A global city[image: External link], it has been ranked 6th in the Global Cities Index[image: External link] and 9th in the Global Economic Power Index[image: External link]. The city is home to renowned institutions covering a broad range of professional and cultural fields, and is one of the most substantial economic engines within the United States. The Los Angeles combined statistical area[image: External link] (CSA) has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] (GMP) of $831 billion (as of 2008), making it the third-largest in the world[image: External link], after the Greater Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link] metropolitan areas.

The city has hosted the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link] in 1932[image: External link] and 1984[image: External link] and is bidding to host the 2024 Summer Olympics[image: External link] and thus become the second city after London[image: External link] to have hosted the Games three times. The Los Angeles area also hosted the 1994 FIFA men's World Cup final match[image: External link] as well as the 1999 FIFA women's World Cup final match[image: External link]; both games were held at the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in the nearby city of Pasadena[image: External link]. The men's event was watched on television by over 700 million people worldwide.[17]
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 History





Historical affiliations



Spanish Empire[image: External link] 1781–1821

First Mexican Empire[image: External link] 1821–1823

United Mexican States[image: External link] 1823–1848

California Republic[image: External link] 1846

 United States[image: External link] 1848–present







See: History of Los Angeles[image: External link]
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 Pre-colonial period




The Los Angeles coastal area was first settled by the Tongva[image: External link] (Gabrieleños) and Chumash[image: External link] Native American tribes thousands of years ago. A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), meaning "poison oak place".[18][19]

Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link], a Portuguese-born[image: External link] explorer, claimed the area of southern California[image: External link] for the Spanish Empire[image: External link] of the Kingdom of Spain[image: External link] in 1542 while on an official military exploring expedition moving north along the Pacific[image: External link] coast from earlier colonizing bases of New Spain[image: External link] in Central[image: External link] and South America[image: External link].[20] Gaspar de Portolà[image: External link] and Franciscan[image: External link] missionary Juan Crespí[image: External link], reached the present site of Los Angeles on August 2, 1769.[21]
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 Spanish period




In 1771, Franciscan friar Junípero Serra[image: External link] directed the building of the Mission San Gabriel Arcángel[image: External link], the first mission in the area.[22] On September 4, 1781, a group of forty-four settlers known as "Los Pobladores[image: External link]" founded the pueblo called "El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Ángeles de Porciúncula"; in English it is "The Town of Our Lady the Queen of the Angels of Porciúncula". The Queen of the Angels[image: External link] is an honorific of the Virgin Mary[image: External link].[23] Two-thirds of the settlers were mestizo[image: External link] or mulatto[image: External link] with a mixture of African, indigenous and European ancestry.[24] The settlement remained a small ranch town for decades, but by 1820, the population had increased to about 650 residents.[25] Today, the pueblo is commemorated in the historic district of Los Angeles Pueblo Plaza[image: External link] and Olvera Street[image: External link], the oldest part of Los Angeles.[26]
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 Mexican period




New Spain[image: External link] achieved its independence from the Spanish Empire in 1821, and the pueblo continued as a part of Mexico[image: External link]. During Mexican rule, Governor Pío Pico[image: External link] made Los Angeles Alta California[image: External link]'s regional capital.[27]
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 American period




Mexican rule ended during the Mexican–American War[image: External link]: Americans took control from the Californios[image: External link] after a series of battles, culminating with the signing of the Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link] on January 13, 1847.[28]

Railroads arrived[image: External link] with the completion of the Southern Pacific[image: External link] line to Los Angeles in 1876.[29] Oil was discovered in the city and surrounding area in 1892, and by 1923, the discoveries had helped California become the country's largest oil producer, accounting for about one-quarter of the world's petroleum output.[30]

By 1900, the population had grown to more than 102,000,[31] putting pressure on the city's water supply[image: External link].[32] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, under the supervision of William Mulholland[image: External link], assured the continued growth of the city.[33] Due to clauses in the city's charter that effectively prevented the City of Los Angeles from selling or providing water from the aqueduct to any area outside its borders, many adjacent city and communities became compelled to annex themselves into Los Angeles.[34][35][36]

In 1910, Hollywood[image: External link] merged into Los Angeles, with 10 movie companies already operating in the city at the time. By 1921, more than 80 percent of the world's film industry was concentrated in L.A.[37] The money generated by the industry kept the city insulated from much of the economic loss suffered by the rest of the country during the Great Depression[image: External link].[38] By 1930, the population surpassed one million.[39] In 1932, the city hosted the Summer Olympics[image: External link].

During World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles was a major center of wartime manufacturing, such as shipbuilding and aircraft. Calship[image: External link] built hundreds of Liberty Ships[image: External link] and Victory Ships[image: External link] on Terminal Island, and the Los Angeles area was the headquarters of six of the country's major aircraft manufacturers (Douglas Aircraft Company[image: External link], Hughes Aircraft[image: External link], Lockheed[image: External link], North American Aviation[image: External link], Northrop Corporation[image: External link], and Vultee[image: External link]). During the war, more aircraft were produced in one year than in all the pre-war years since the Wright brothers flew the first airplane in 1903, combined. Manufacturing in Los Angeles skyrocketed, and as William S. Knudsen[image: External link], of the National Defense Advisory Commission put it, "We won because we smothered the enemy in an avalanche of production, the like of which he had never seen, nor dreamed possible.[40]

Following the end of World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles grew more rapidly than ever, sprawling[image: External link] into the San Fernando Valley[image: External link].[41] The expansion of the Interstate Highway System[image: External link] during the 1950s and 1960s helped propel suburban growth and signaled the demise of the city's electrified rail system[image: External link], once the world's largest.

The 1960s saw race relations boil over into the Watts Riots[image: External link] of 1965 which resulted in 34 deaths and over 1,000 injuries. It was the most severe riot in the city's history until the Los Angeles riots of 1992[image: External link]. In 1969, Los Angeles became the birthplace of the Internet[image: External link], as the first ARPANET[image: External link] transmission was sent from the University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA) to SRI[image: External link] in Menlo Park[image: External link].[42]

In 1984, the city hosted the Summer Olympic Games for the second time[image: External link]. Despite being boycotted by 14 Communist countries[image: External link], the 1984 Olympics became more financially successful than any previous,[43] and the second Olympics to turn a profit until then – the other, according to an analysis of contemporary newspaper reports, being the 1932 Summer Olympics, also held in Los Angeles.[44]

Racial tensions erupted on April 29, 1992, with the acquittal by a Simi Valley[image: External link] jury of the police officers captured on videotape beating Rodney King[image: External link], culminating in large-scale riots[image: External link].[45] They were the largest riots in US history causing approximately $1.3 billion in damage as well as 53 deaths and over 2,000 injuries.[46][47]

In 1994, the 6.7 Northridge earthquake[image: External link] shook the city, causing $12.5 billion in damage and 72 deaths.[48] The century ended with the Rampart scandal[image: External link], one of the most extensive documented cases of police misconduct in American history.[49]

In 2002, voters defeated efforts by the San Fernando Valley and Hollywood to secede from the city.[50]
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 Cityscape




See: List of districts and neighborhoods of Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city is divided into over 80 districts and neighborhoods,[51] many of which were incorporated places or communities that merged into the city.[52] These neighborhoods were developed piecemeal, and are well-defined enough that the city has signage marking nearly all of them.[53]

More broadly, the city is divided into the following areas: Downtown Los Angeles[image: External link], East Los Angeles[image: External link] and Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link], South Los Angeles[image: External link], the Harbor Area[image: External link], Greater Hollywood[image: External link], Wilshire[image: External link], the Westside[image: External link], and the San Fernando[image: External link] and Crescenta Valleys[image: External link].
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The city's street pattern generally follows a grid plan[image: External link], with uniform block lengths and occasional roads that cut across blocks. However, this is complicated by rugged terrain, which has necessitated having different grids for each of the valleys that Los Angeles covers. Major streets are designed to move large volumes of traffic through many parts of the city; many of them are extremely long: Sepulveda Boulevard[image: External link] is 43 miles (69 km) long, while Foothill Boulevard[image: External link] is over 60 miles (97 km) long, reaching as far east as San Bernardino. Drivers in Los Angeles suffer from one of the worst rush hour periods in the world, according to an annual traffic index by navigation system maker, TomTom[image: External link]. L.A. drivers spend an additional 92 hours in traffic each year. During the peak rush hour there is 80% congestion, according to the index.[54]

Los Angeles is strongly characterized by the presence of low-rise[image: External link] buildings. Outside of a few centers such as Downtown[image: External link], Warner Center[image: External link], Century City[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Miracle Mile[image: External link], Hollywood[image: External link] and Westwood[image: External link], skyscrapers and high-rise buildings are not common. The few skyscrapers that are built outside of those areas often stand out above the rest of the surrounding landscape. Most construction is done in separate units, rather than wall-to-wall[image: External link]. That being said, downtown Los Angeles itself has many buildings over 30 stories, with fourteen over 50 stories, and two over 70 stories (the tallest buildings west of Chicago-see List of tallest buildings in Los Angeles[image: External link]). Also, Los Angeles is increasingly becoming a city of apartments rather than single family dwellings, especially in the dense inner city and Westside[image: External link] neighborhoods.
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Important landmarks in Los Angeles include the Hollywood Sign[image: External link], Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], Capitol Records Building[image: External link], the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], Angels Flight[image: External link], TCL Chinese Theatre[image: External link], Dolby Theatre[image: External link], Griffith Observatory[image: External link], Getty Center[image: External link], Getty Villa[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link], the Venice Canal Historic District and boardwalk[image: External link], Theme Building[image: External link], Bradbury Building[image: External link], U.S. Bank Tower[image: External link], Wilshire Grand Center[image: External link], Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link], Los Angeles City Hall[image: External link], Hollywood Bowl[image: External link], Battleship USS  Iowa[image: External link], Watts Towers[image: External link], Staples Center[image: External link], Dodger Stadium[image: External link], and Olvera Street[image: External link].
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The city of Los Angeles covers a total area of 502.7 square miles (1,302 km2), comprising 468.7 square miles (1,214 km2) of land and 34.0 square miles (88 km2) of water.[7] The city extends for 44 miles (71 km) longitudinally and for 29 miles (47 km) latitudinally. The perimeter of the city is 342 miles (550 km).

Los Angeles is both flat and hilly. The highest point in the city proper is 5,074 ft (1,547 m) Mount Lukens[image: External link],[55][56] located at the northeastern end of the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]. The eastern end of the Santa Monica Mountains[image: External link] stretches from Downtown[image: External link] to the Pacific Ocean[image: External link] and separates the Los Angeles Basin from the San Fernando Valley. Other hilly parts of Los Angeles include the Mt. Washington[image: External link] area north of Downtown, eastern parts such as Boyle Heights[image: External link], the Crenshaw district[image: External link] around the Baldwin Hills[image: External link], and the San Pedro[image: External link] district.

Surrounding the city are much higher mountains. Immediately to the north lie the San Gabriel Mountains[image: External link], which is a popular recreation area for Angelenos. Its high point is Mount San Antonio[image: External link], locally known as Mount Baldy, which reaches 10,064 feet (3,068 m). Further afield, the highest point in the greater Los Angeles area is San Gorgonio Mountain[image: External link], with a height of 11,503 feet (3,506 m).

The Los Angeles River[image: External link], which is largely seasonal, is the primary drainage channel[image: External link]. It was straightened and lined in 51 miles (82 km) of concrete by the Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link] to act as a flood control channel.[57] The river begins in the Canoga Park[image: External link] district of the city, flows east from the San Fernando Valley along the north edge of the Santa Monica Mountains, and turns south through the city center, flowing to its mouth in the Port of Long Beach[image: External link] at the Pacific Ocean. The smaller Ballona Creek[image: External link] flows into the Santa Monica Bay[image: External link] at Playa del Rey[image: External link].
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 Vegetation




Los Angeles is rich in native plant species partly because of its diversity of habitats, including beaches, wetlands[image: External link], and mountains. The most prevalent plant communities are coastal sage scrub[image: External link], chaparral[image: External link] shrubland, and riparian woodland[image: External link].[58] Native plants include: California poppy[image: External link], matilija poppy[image: External link], toyon[image: External link], Ceanothus[image: External link], Chamise[image: External link], Coast Live Oak[image: External link], sycamore[image: External link], willow[image: External link] and Giant Wildrye[image: External link]. Many of these native species, such as the Los Angeles sunflower[image: External link], have become so rare as to be considered endangered. Though it is not native to the area, the official tree of Los Angeles is the Coral Tree (Erythrina caffra[image: External link])[59] and the official flower of Los Angeles is the Bird of Paradise (Strelitzia reginae[image: External link]).[60] Mexican Fan Palms[image: External link], Canary Island Palms[image: External link], Queen Palms[image: External link], Date Palms[image: External link], and California Fan Palms[image: External link] are common in the Los Angeles area, although only the last is native.
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Los Angeles is subject to earthquakes because of its location on the Pacific Ring of Fire[image: External link]. The geologic instability has produced numerous faults[image: External link], which cause approximately 10,000 earthquakes annually in Southern California, though most of them are too small to be felt.[61] The strike-slip[image: External link] San Andreas Fault[image: External link] system is located at the boundary between the Pacific Plate[image: External link] and the North American Plate[image: External link], and is vulnerable to the "big one", a potentially large and damaging event.[62] The Los Angeles basin and metropolitan area are also at risk from blind thrust earthquakes[image: External link].[63] Major earthquakes that have hit the Los Angeles area include the 1933 Long Beach[image: External link], 1971 San Fernando[image: External link], 1987 Whittier Narrows[image: External link], and the 1994 Northridge[image: External link] events. Nevertheless, all but a few are of low intensity and are not felt. The USGS has released the UCERF California earthquake forecast[image: External link] which models earthquake occurrence in California. Parts of the city are also vulnerable to tsunamis[image: External link]; harbor areas were damaged by waves from the Valdivia earthquake[image: External link] in 1960.[64]
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 Climate




See: Climate of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles has a Mediterranean climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link] Csb on the coast, Csa inland), and receives just enough annual precipitation to avoid either Köppen's BSh or BSk (semi-arid climate[image: External link]) classification. Los Angeles has plenty of sunshine throughout the year, with an average of only 35 days with measurable precipitation annually.[65] The coastal region around Los Angeles has a climate that is comparable to coastal areas of southeastern Spain[image: External link] such as Alicante[image: External link] or Elche[image: External link], in temperature range and variation, in sunshine hours and as well as annual precipitation levels.

Temperatures in the coastal basin exceed 90 °F (32 °C) on a dozen or so days in the year, from one day a month in April, May, June and November to three days a month in July, August, October and to five days in September.[65] Temperatures in the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys are considerably warmer. Temperatures are subject to substantial daily swings; in inland areas the difference between the average daily low and the average daily high is over 30 °F (17 °C).[66] The average annual temperature of the sea is 63 °F (17 °C), from 58 °F (14 °C) in January to 68 °F (20 °C) in August.[67] Hours of sunshine total more than 3,000 per year, from an average of 7 hours of sunshine per day in December to an average of 12 in July.[68]

The Los Angeles area is also subject to phenomena typical of a microclimate[image: External link], causing extreme variations in temperature in close physical proximity to each other. For instance, the average July maximum temperature at the Santa Monica Pier[image: External link] is 75 °F (24 °C) whereas it is 95 °F (35 °C) in Canoga Park.[69] The city, like much of the southern California coast, is subject to a late spring/early summer weather phenomenon called "June Gloom[image: External link]". This involves overcast or foggy skies in the morning which yield to sun by early afternoon.[70]

Downtown Los Angeles averages 14.93 in (379 mm) of precipitation annually, which mainly occurs during November through March,[66] generally in the form of moderate rain showers, but sometimes as heavy rainfall during winter storms. Summer days are usually rainless. Rarely, an incursion of moist air from the south or east can bring brief thunderstorms in late summer, especially to the mountains. The coast gets slightly less rainfall, while the inland and mountain areas get considerably more. Years of average rainfall are rare. The usual pattern is year to year variability, with a short string of dry years of 5–10 in (130–250 mm) rainfall, followed by one or two wet years with more than 20 in (510 mm).[66] Wet years are usually associated with warm water El Niño[image: External link] conditions in the Pacific, dry years with cooler water La Niña[image: External link] episodes. A series of rainy days can bring floods to the lowlands and mudslides to the hills, especially after wildfires[image: External link] have denuded the slopes.

Both freezing temperatures and snowfall are extremely rare in the city basin and along the coast, with the last occurrence of a 32 °F (0 °C) reading at the downtown station being January 29, 1979;[66] freezing temperatures occur nearly every year in valley locations while the mountains within city limits typically receive snowfall every winter. The greatest snowfall recorded in downtown Los Angeles was 2.0 inches (5 cm) on January 15, 1932.[66][71] At the official downtown station, the highest recorded temperature is 113 °F (45 °C) on September 27, 2010,[66][72] while the lowest is 28 °F (−2 °C),[66] on January 4, 1949.[66] During autumn and winter, Santa Ana winds[image: External link] sometimes bring much warmer and drier conditions to Los Angeles, and raise the wildfire risk.





	Climate data for Los Angeles ( USC[image: External link], Downtown[image: External link]), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1877–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	99

(37)
	106

(41)
	103

(39)
	112

(44)
	109

(43)
	106

(41)
	113

(45)
	108

(42)
	100

(38)
	92

(33)
	113

(45)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	83.3

(28.5)
	84.3

(29.1)
	85.8

(29.9)
	91.2

(32.9)
	89.7

(32.1)
	90.2

(32.3)
	94.1

(34.5)
	95.3

(35.2)
	98.9

(37.2)
	95.5

(35.3)
	88.0

(31.1)
	81.4

(27.4)
	102.7

(39.3)



	Average high °F (°C)
	68.2

(20.1)
	68.6

(20.3)
	70.2

(21.2)
	72.7

(22.6)
	74.5

(23.6)
	78.1

(25.6)
	83.1

(28.4)
	84.4

(29.1)
	83.1

(28.4)
	78.5

(25.8)
	72.8

(22.7)
	67.7

(19.8)
	75.2

(24)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	58.0

(14.4)
	58.9

(14.9)
	60.6

(15.9)
	63.1

(17.3)
	65.8

(18.8)
	69.2

(20.7)
	73.3

(22.9)
	74.3

(23.5)
	73.1

(22.8)
	68.6

(20.3)
	62.4

(16.9)
	57.6

(14.2)
	65.4

(18.6)



	Average low °F (°C)
	47.8

(8.8)
	49.3

(9.6)
	51.0

(10.6)
	53.5

(11.9)
	57.1

(13.9)
	60.3

(15.7)
	63.6

(17.6)
	64.1

(17.8)
	63.1

(17.3)
	58.7

(14.8)
	52.0

(11.1)
	47.5

(8.6)
	55.7

(13.2)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.3

(5.2)
	42.9

(6.1)
	44.9

(7.2)
	48.4

(9.1)
	53.6

(12)
	57.2

(14)
	61.2

(16.2)
	61.8

(16.6)
	59.2

(15.1)
	54.1

(12.3)
	45.0

(7.2)
	40.8

(4.9)
	39.1

(3.9)



	Record low °F (°C)
	28

(−2)
	28

(−2)
	31

(−1)
	36

(2)
	40

(4)
	46

(8)
	49

(9)
	49

(9)
	44

(7)
	40

(4)
	34

(1)
	30

(−1)
	28

(−2)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.12

(79.2)
	3.80

(96.5)
	2.43

(61.7)
	0.91

(23.1)
	0.26

(6.6)
	0.09

(2.3)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.04

(1)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.66

(16.8)
	1.04

(26.4)
	2.33

(59.2)
	14.93

(379.2)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.1
	6.4
	5.5
	3.2
	1.3
	0.6
	0.3
	0.3
	1.0
	2.5
	3.3
	5.2
	35.7



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	225.3
	222.5
	267.0
	303.5
	276.2
	275.8
	364.1
	349.5
	278.5
	255.1
	217.3
	219.4
	3,254.2



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	71
	72
	72
	78
	64
	64
	83
	84
	75
	73
	70
	71
	73



	Source: NOAA (sun 1961–1977)[73][74][75]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (LAX), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1944–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	91

(33)
	92

(33)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	91

(33)
	103

(39)
	93

(34)
	98

(37)
	106

(41)
	101

(38)
	101

(38)
	94

(34)
	106

(41)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	81.2

(27.3)
	81.0

(27.2)
	79.6

(26.4)
	83.4

(28.6)
	79.9

(26.6)
	80.0

(26.7)
	83.6

(28.7)
	85.7

(29.8)
	90.1

(32.3)
	89.9

(32.2)
	85.5

(29.7)
	78.9

(26.1)
	94.7

(34.8)



	Average high °F (°C)
	64.6

(18.1)
	64.3

(17.9)
	64.4

(18)
	66.4

(19.1)
	68.1

(20.1)
	70.6

(21.4)
	73.8

(23.2)
	74.9

(23.8)
	74.6

(23.7)
	72.5

(22.5)
	68.9

(20.5)
	64.6

(18.1)
	69.0

(20.6)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	56.7

(13.7)
	57.1

(13.9)
	58.0

(14.4)
	60.1

(15.6)
	62.7

(17.1)
	65.5

(18.6)
	68.8

(20.4)
	69.6

(20.9)
	68.9

(20.5)
	65.9

(18.8)
	61.1

(16.2)
	56.6

(13.7)
	62.6

(17)



	Average low °F (°C)
	48.8

(9.3)
	50.0

(10)
	51.7

(10.9)
	53.8

(12.1)
	57.3

(14.1)
	60.5

(15.8)
	63.7

(17.6)
	64.3

(17.9)
	63.2

(17.3)
	59.3

(15.2)
	53.2

(11.8)
	48.7

(9.3)
	56.2

(13.4)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.1

(5.1)
	42.5

(5.8)
	44.6

(7)
	47.5

(8.6)
	52.5

(11.4)
	56.2

(13.4)
	59.8

(15.4)
	60.6

(15.9)
	58.4

(14.7)
	52.7

(11.5)
	45.3

(7.4)
	40.9

(4.9)
	38.8

(3.8)



	Record low °F (°C)
	27

(−3)
	34

(1)
	35

(2)
	42

(6)
	45

(7)
	48

(9)
	52

(11)
	51

(11)
	47

(8)
	43

(6)
	38

(3)
	32

(0)
	27

(−3)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	2.71

(68.8)
	3.25

(82.6)
	1.85

(47)
	0.70

(17.8)
	0.22

(5.6)
	0.08

(2)
	0.03

(0.8)
	0.05

(1.3)
	0.21

(5.3)
	0.56

(14.2)
	1.11

(28.2)
	2.05

(52.1)
	12.82

(325.6)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.0
	6.6
	5.8
	2.8
	1.2
	0.6
	0.5
	0.3
	1.0
	2.3
	3.4
	5.2
	35.7



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	63.4
	67.9
	70.5
	71.0
	74.0
	75.9
	76.6
	76.6
	74.2
	70.5
	65.5
	62.9
	70.8



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity 1961–1990)[73][76][77]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (Canoga Park[image: External link], in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link])



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	93

(34)
	94

(34)
	101

(38)
	105

(41)
	113

(45)
	113

(45)
	115

(46)
	116

(47)
	115

(46)
	110

(43)
	99

(37)
	96

(36)
	116

(47)



	Average high °F (°C)
	67.9

(19.9)
	69.9

(21.1)
	72.0

(22.2)
	77.7

(25.4)
	81.3

(27.4)
	88.8

(31.6)
	95.0

(35)
	96.0

(35.6)
	91.7

(33.2)
	84.4

(29.1)
	74.7

(23.7)
	68.8

(20.4)
	80.7

(27.1)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	53.7

(12.1)
	55.4

(13)
	57.2

(14)
	61.3

(16.3)
	65.2

(18.4)
	71.0

(21.7)
	76.0

(24.4)
	76.8

(24.9)
	73.5

(23.1)
	66.8

(19.3)
	58.2

(14.6)
	53.6

(12)
	64.1

(17.8)



	Average low °F (°C)
	39.5

(4.2)
	40.9

(4.9)
	42.3

(5.7)
	44.8

(7.1)
	49.1

(9.5)
	53.2

(11.8)
	56.9

(13.8)
	57.6

(14.2)
	55.2

(12.9)
	49.2

(9.6)
	41.7

(5.4)
	38.3

(3.5)
	47.4

(8.6)



	Record low °F (°C)
	19

(−7)
	18

(−8)
	26

(−3)
	30

(−1)
	33

(1)
	36

(2)
	42

(6)
	42

(6)
	38

(3)
	27

(−3)
	23

(−5)
	20

(−7)
	18

(−8)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.83

(97.3)
	4.40

(111.8)
	3.60

(91.4)
	0.88

(22.4)
	0.32

(8.1)
	0.07

(1.8)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.15

(3.8)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.62

(15.7)
	1.29

(32.8)
	2.38

(60.5)
	17.79

(452)



	Average rainy days
	6.2
	5.9
	6.1
	3.0
	1.3
	0.4
	0.1
	0.7
	1.3
	2.0
	3.2
	4.4
	34.6



	Source: NOAA[66]
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 Environmental issues




A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), which has been translated as "poison oak place".[18][19] Yang-na has also been translated as "the valley of smoke".[78][79] Owing to geography, heavy reliance on automobiles, and the Los Angeles/Long Beach port complex, Los Angeles suffers from air pollution[image: External link] in the form of smog[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Basin[image: External link] and the San Fernando Valley[image: External link] are susceptible to atmospheric inversion[image: External link], which holds in the exhausts from road vehicles, airplanes, locomotives, shipping, manufacturing, and other sources.[80]

The smog season lasts from approximately May to October.[81] While other large cities rely on rain to clear smog, Los Angeles gets only 15 inches (380 mm) of rain each year: pollution accumulates over many consecutive days. Issues of air quality in Los Angeles and other major cities led to the passage of early national environmental legislation, including the Clean Air Act[image: External link]. More recently, the state of California has led the nation in working to limit pollution by mandating low-emission vehicles[image: External link]. Smog is expected to continue to drop in the coming years because of aggressive steps to reduce it, which include electric[image: External link] and hybrid[image: External link] cars, improvements in mass transit[image: External link], and other measures.

The number of Stage 1 smog alerts in Los Angeles has declined from over 100 per year in the 1970s to almost zero in the new millennium.[82] Despite improvement, the 2006 and 2007 annual reports of the American Lung Association[image: External link] ranked the city as the most polluted in the country with short-term particle pollution and year-round particle pollution.[83] In 2008, the city was ranked the second most polluted and again had the highest year-round particulate pollution.[84] The city met its goal of providing 20 percent of the city's power from renewable sources in 2010.[85] The American Lung Association's 2013 survey ranks the metro area as having the nation's worst smog, and fourth in both short-term and year-round pollution amounts.[86]

Climate change[image: External link] has already affected Los Angeles with a 4 degree average temperature rise from 1878 to 2005 with a UCLA[image: External link] study predicting that coastal areas will rise 3 to 4 degrees in temperature and urban areas 4 to 4.5 degrees.[87] In 2014, the fire season never finished in Southern California and studies have predicted that climate change will cause more frequent and larger fires by the end of the century.[87] Climate change is also expected to affect sea levels which are expected to rise 5 to 24 inches from 2000 to 2050 leading to higher storm surge and waves, which could result in more extensive flooding that could threaten critical coastal infrastructure.[87]

Los Angeles is also home to the nation's largest urban oil field[image: External link]. There are more than 700 active oil wells located within 1,500 feet of homes, churches, schools and hospitals in the city, a situation about which the EPA[image: External link] has voiced serious concerns.[88]
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 Demographics




See: Demographics of Los Angeles[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	1,610
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	4,385
	
	172.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	5,728
	
	30.6%



	1880[image: External link]
	11,183
	
	95.2%



	1890[image: External link]
	50,395
	
	350.6%



	1900[image: External link]
	102,479
	
	103.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	319,198
	
	211.5%



	1920[image: External link]
	576,673
	
	80.7%



	1930[image: External link]
	1,238,048
	
	114.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	1,504,277
	
	21.5%



	1950[image: External link]
	1,970,358
	
	31.0%



	1960[image: External link]
	2,479,015
	
	25.8%



	1970[image: External link]
	2,811,801
	
	13.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	2,968,528
	
	5.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	3,485,398
	
	17.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	3,694,820
	
	6.0%



	2010[image: External link]
	3,792,621
	
	2.6%



	Est. 2015
	3,971,883
	[10]
	4.7%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[89]






The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][90] reported that Los Angeles had a population of 3,792,621.[91] The population density was 8,092.3 people per square mile (2,913.0/km²). The age distribution was 874,525 people (23.1%) under 18, 434,478 people (11.5%) from 18 to 24, 1,209,367 people (31.9%) from 25 to 44, 877,555 people (23.1%) from 45 to 64, and 396,696 people (10.5%) who were 65 or older.[91] The median age was 34.1 years. For every 100 females there were 99.2 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 97.6 males.[91]

There were 1,413,995 housing units—up from 1,298,350 during 2005–2009[91]—at an average density of 2,812.8 households per square mile (1,086.0/km²), of which 503,863 (38.2%) were owner-occupied, and 814,305 (61.8%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 2.1%; the rental vacancy rate was 6.1%. 1,535,444 people (40.5% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 2,172,576 people (57.3%) lived in rental housing units.[91]

According to the 2010 United States Census, Los Angeles had a median household income of $49,497, with 22.0% of the population living below the federal poverty line.[91]
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 Race and ethnicity






	Racial composition
	2010[91]
	1990[92]
	1970[92]
	1940[92]



	Non-Hispanic White[image: External link]
	28.7%
	37.3%
	61.1%[93]
	86.3%



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	9.6%
	14.0%
	17.9%
	4.2%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link]
	48.5%
	39.9%
	17.1%[93]
	7.1%[94]



	Asian[image: External link]
	11.3%
	9.8%
	3.6%
	2.2%




Los Angeles is home to people from more than 140 countries speaking 224 different identified languages.[95] Ethnic enclaves[image: External link] like Chinatown[image: External link], Historic Filipinotown[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Little Armenia[image: External link], Little Ethiopia[image: External link], Tehrangeles[image: External link], Little Tokyo[image: External link], Little Bangladesh[image: External link] and Thai Town[image: External link] provide examples of the polyglot[image: External link] character of Los Angeles.

According to the 2010 Census, the racial makeup of Los Angeles included: 1,888,158 Whites[image: External link] (49.8%), 365,118 African Americans[image: External link] (9.6%), 28,215 Native Americans[image: External link] (0.7%), 426,959 Asians[image: External link] (11.3%), 5,577 Pacific Islanders[image: External link] (0.1%), 902,959 from other races[image: External link] (23.8%), and 175,635 (4.6%) from two or more races[image: External link].[91] Hispanics or Latinos[image: External link] of any race were 1,838,822 persons (48.5%).

Non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] were 28.7% of the population in 2010,[91] compared to 86.3% in 1940.[92] People of Mexican[image: External link] ancestry make up the largest ethnic group of Latinos at 31.9% of Los Angeles' population, followed by those of Salvadoran[image: External link] (6.0%) and Guatemalan[image: External link] (3.6%) heritage. The Latino population is spread throughout the city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area but it is most heavily concentrated in the East Los Angeles[image: External link], Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link] and Northwest Los Angeles[image: External link] regions, which has a long established Mexican-American and Central American community.

The largest Asian ethnic groups are Filipinos[image: External link] (3.2%) and Koreans[image: External link] (2.9%), which have their own established ethnic enclaves− Koreatown[image: External link] in the Wilshire Center and Historic Filipinotown[image: External link]. Chinese[image: External link] people, which make up 1.8% of Los Angeles' population, reside mostly outside of Los Angeles city limits and rather in the San Gabriel Valley[image: External link] of eastern Los Angeles County, but make a sizable presence in the city, notably in Chinatown[image: External link]. Chinatown and Thaitown[image: External link] are also home to many Thais[image: External link] and Cambodians[image: External link], which make up 0.3% and 0.1% of Los Angeles' population, respectively. Japanese[image: External link] comprise 0.9% of L.A.'s population, and have an established Little Tokyo[image: External link] in the city's downtown, and another significant community of Japanese Americans is located in the Sawtelle[image: External link] district of West Los Angeles. Vietnamese[image: External link] make up 0.5% of Los Angeles' population. Indians[image: External link] make up 0.9% of the city's population.

The Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] is home to a large Middle Eastern[image: External link] population, including Armenians[image: External link] and Iranians[image: External link], many of whom live in enclaves like Little Armenia[image: External link] and Tehrangeles[image: External link].

African Americans[image: External link] have been the predominant ethnic group in South Los Angeles[image: External link], which has emerged as the largest African American community in the western United States since the 1960s. The neighborhoods of South LA with highest concentration of African Americans include Crenshaw[image: External link], Baldwin Hills[image: External link], Leimert Park[image: External link], Hyde Park[image: External link], Gramercy Park[image: External link], Manchester Square[image: External link] and Watts[image: External link].[96] Apart from South Los Angeles, neighborhoods in the Central[image: External link] region of Los Angeles, such as Mid-City[image: External link], Mid-Wilshire[image: External link] and Arlington Heights[image: External link] has a moderate-to-high concentration of African Americans as well. In 1970, the Census Bureau reported the city's population as 17.9% black, 61.1% non-Hispanic white and 17.1% Hispanic.[92]
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 Religion




According to a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link], Christianity[image: External link] is the most prevalently practiced religion in Los Angeles (65%).[97][98] The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles[image: External link] leads the largest archdiocese[image: External link] in the country.[99] Cardinal Roger Mahony[image: External link] oversaw construction of the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], which opened in September 2002 in downtown Los Angeles.[100] Construction of the cathedral marked a coming of age of the city's Catholic, heavily Latino community. There are numerous Catholic churches and parishes throughout Los Angeles.

In 2011 the once common but ultimately lapsed custom of conducting a procession and Mass in honour of Nuestra Señora de los Ángeles in commemoration of the founding of the City of Los Angeles in 1781 was revived by the Queen of Angels Foundation[image: External link] and its founder Mark Albert[image: External link], with the support and approbation of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link] as well as several civic leaders.[101] The recently revived custom is a continuation of the original processions and Masses which commenced on the first anniversary of the founding of Los Angeles in 1782 and continued for nearly a century thereafter.

With 621,000 Jews[image: External link] in the metropolitan area (490,000 in city proper), the region has the second largest population of Jews in the United States.[102] Many of Los Angeles' Jews now live on the Westside[image: External link] and in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link], though Boyle Heights[image: External link] and Northwest Los Angeles[image: External link] once had large Jewish populations. Many varieties of Judaism are represented in the area, including Reform[image: External link], Conservative[image: External link], Orthodox[image: External link], and Reconstructionist[image: External link]. The Breed Street Shul[image: External link] in East Los Angeles[image: External link], built in 1923, was the largest synagogue west of Chicago in its early decades.[103] (It is no longer a sacred space and is being converted to a museum and community center.)[104] The Kabbalah Centre[image: External link] also has a presence in the city.[105]

The International Church of the Foursquare Gospel[image: External link] was founded in Los Angeles by Aimee Semple McPherson[image: External link] in 1927 and remains headquartered there to this day. For many years, the church convened at Angelus Temple[image: External link], which, when built, was one of the largest churches in the country.

The Los Angeles California Temple[image: External link], the second largest temple[image: External link] operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link], is on Santa Monica Boulevard[image: External link] in the Westwood district[image: External link] of Los Angeles. Dedicated in 1956, it was the first LDS temple[image: External link] built in California and it was the largest in the world when completed.[106]

The Hollywood region of Los Angeles also has several significant headquarters, churches, and the Celebrity Center[image: External link] of Scientology[image: External link].

Because of Los Angeles' large multi-ethnic population, a wide variety of faiths are practiced, including Islam[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], Zoroastrianism[image: External link], Sikhism[image: External link], Bahá'í[image: External link], various Eastern Orthodox Churches[image: External link], Sufism[image: External link] and others. Immigrants from Asia for example, have formed a number of significant Buddhist[image: External link] congregations making the city home to the greatest variety of Buddhists in the world. Atheism[image: External link] and other secular[image: External link] beliefs are also common, as the city is the largest in the Western U.S. Unchurched Belt[image: External link].
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 Economy




The economy of Los Angeles is driven by international trade, entertainment (television, motion pictures, video games, music recording, and production), aerospace, technology, petroleum, fashion, apparel, and tourism.[citation needed[image: External link]] Other significant industries include finance, telecommunications, law, healthcare, and transportation.

Three of the six major film studios—Paramount Pictures[image: External link], 20th Century Fox[image: External link], and Universal Pictures[image: External link]—are located within the city limits.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Los Angeles is the largest manufacturing center in the western United States.[107] The contiguous ports of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Long Beach[image: External link] together comprise the fifth-busiest port in the world and the most significant port in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and is vital to trade within the Pacific Rim[image: External link].[107]

The Los Angeles–Long Beach metropolitan area[image: External link] has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] of $866 billion (as of 2015),[108] making it the third-largest economic metropolitan area in the world, after Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link].[109] Los Angeles has been classified an "Alpha world city[image: External link]" according to a 2012 study by a group at Loughborough University[image: External link].[110]

The largest employers in the city as of 2009 were, in descending order, the City of Los Angeles, the County of Los Angeles[image: External link], and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link].[111] The University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC) is the city's fourth largest employer and the largest private sector[image: External link] employer.[112]
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 Fortune 500




The city was home to six companies in the 2014 Fortune 500[image: External link].[113]



	Top publicly traded companies

in Los Angeles for 2014

(ranked by revenues)

with City and U.S. ranks



	L.A.
	
	Corporation
	
	US



	1
	
	Occidental Petroleum[image: External link] Corporation
	
	116



	2
	
	Health Net, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	254



	3
	
	Reliance Steel & Aluminum Co.[image: External link]
	
	299



	4
	
	AECOM Technology Corporation[image: External link]
	
	332



	5
	
	Oaktree Capital Group, LLC[image: External link]
	
	354



	6
	
	CBRE Group, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	363



	Source: Fortune 500[114]
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 Culture




See: Arts and culture of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles is often billed as the "Creative Capital of the World", because one in every six of its residents works in a creative industry[115] and there are more artists, writers, filmmakers, actors, dancers and musicians living and working in Los Angeles than any other city at any time in history.[116]
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 Movies and the performing arts




The city's Hollywood neighborhood[image: External link] has become recognized as the center of the motion picture industry[image: External link]. Los Angeles plays host to the annual Academy Awards and is the site of the USC School of Cinematic Arts[image: External link], the oldest film school[image: External link] in the United States.[117]

The performing arts play a major role in Los Angeles' cultural identity. According to the USC Stevens Institute for Innovation, "there are more than 1,100 annual theatrical productions and 21 openings every week."[116] The Los Angeles Music Center[image: External link] is "one of the three largest performing arts centers in the nation", with more than 1.3 million visitors per year.[118] The Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], centerpiece of the Music Center, is home to the prestigious Los Angeles Philharmonic[image: External link]. Notable organizations such as Center Theatre Group[image: External link], the Los Angeles Master Chorale[image: External link], and the Los Angeles Opera[image: External link] are also resident companies of the Music Center. Talent is locally cultivated at premier institutions such as the Colburn School[image: External link] and the USC Thornton School of Music[image: External link].
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 Museums and galleries




There are 841 museums and art galleries in Los Angeles County[image: External link].[119] In fact, Los Angeles has more museums per capita than any other city in the world.[119] Some of the notable museums are the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link] (the largest art museum in the Western United States[120]), the Getty Center[image: External link] (part of the larger J. Paul Getty Trust[image: External link], the world's wealthiest art institution[121]), the Battleship Iowa[image: External link], and the Museum of Contemporary Art[image: External link]. A significant number of art galleries are located on Gallery Row[image: External link], and tens of thousands attend the monthly Downtown Art Walk there.[122]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sports




The city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area are the home of ten top level professional sports teams. These teams include the Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim[image: External link] of Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB), the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link] and the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL), the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA), the Los Angeles Kings[image: External link] and Anaheim Ducks[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL), the Los Angeles Galaxy[image: External link] of Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS), and the Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link] of the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA).

Other notable sports teams include the UCLA Bruins[image: External link] and the USC Trojans[image: External link] in the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA), both of which are Division I teams in the Pac-12 Conference[image: External link].

Los Angeles is the second-largest city in the United States but hosted no NFL team between 1995 and 2015. At one time, the Los Angeles area hosted two NFL teams: the Rams[image: External link] and the Raiders[image: External link]. Both left the city in 1995, with the Rams moving to St. Louis[image: External link], and the Raiders moving back to their original home of Oakland[image: External link]. After 21 seasons in St. Louis, on January 12, 2016, the NFL announced that the Rams would be moving back to Los Angeles for the 2016 NFL season[image: External link]. A new stadium will be built[image: External link] in Inglewood, California[image: External link] for the team by the 2019 season.[123][124][125] Prior to 1995, the Rams played their home games in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] from 1946 to 1979 and the Raiders played their home games at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum from 1982 to 1994. The San Diego Chargers[image: External link] announced that they will become the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] beginning in the 2017 NFL season[image: External link] and will play at the StubHub Center[image: External link] in Carson, California[image: External link] for the next two seasons.

Los Angeles has twice hosted the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link]: in 1932[image: External link] and in 1984[image: External link], and is currently bidding for 2024 Summer Olympics[image: External link]. Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] as the host stadium. When the tenth Olympic Games were hosted in 1932, the former 10th Street was renamed Olympic Blvd. Super Bowls[image: External link] I[image: External link] and VII[image: External link] were also held in the city, as well as multiple FIFA World Cup[image: External link] games at the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in 1994[image: External link], including the final[image: External link]. Los Angeles also hosted the Deaflympics[image: External link] in 1985[image: External link][126] and Special Olympics World Summer Games[image: External link] in 2015[image: External link].[127]

Los Angeles boasts a number of sports venues, including Dodger Stadium[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], The Forum[image: External link], the StubHub Center[image: External link], the Staples Center[image: External link], and the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in nearby Pasadena.
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 Government




See: Government of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles is a charter city[image: External link] as opposed to a general law city[image: External link]. The current charter was adopted on June 8, 1999 and has been amended many times since then.[128] The elected government[image: External link] consists of the Los Angeles City Council[image: External link] and the Mayor of Los Angeles[image: External link] which operate under a mayor-council government[image: External link], as well as the city attorney[image: External link] (not to be confused with the district attorney[image: External link], a county office) and controller[image: External link]. The current mayor is Eric Garcetti[image: External link]. There are 15 city council districts[image: External link].

The city has many departments and appointed officers, including the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link] (LAPD), the Los Angeles Board of Police Commissioners[image: External link], the Los Angeles Fire Department[image: External link] (LAFD), the Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles[image: External link] (HACLA), the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link] (LADOT), and the Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] (LAPL).

The Charter of the City of Los Angeles ratified by voters in 1999 created a system of advisory neighborhood councils that would represent the diversity of stakeholders, defined as those who live, work or own property in the neighborhood. The neighborhood councils are relatively autonomous and spontaneous in that they identify their own boundaries, establish their own bylaws, and elect their own officers. There are currently about 90 neighborhood councils.

Residents of Los Angeles elect supervisors[image: External link] for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th supervisorial districts.
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 Federal and state representation




In the California State Assembly[image: External link], Los Angeles is split between fourteen districts.[129] In the California State Senate[image: External link], the city is split between eight districts.[130] In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], it is split between ten congressional districts.[131]
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 Crime




Los Angeles experienced a significant decline in crime in the 1990s and late 2000s and reached a 50-year low in 2009 with 314 homicides.[132][133] This is a rate of 7.85 per 100,000 population—a major decrease from 1980 when a homicide rate of 34.2 per 100,000 was reported.[134][135] This included 15 officer-involved shootings. One shooting led to the death of a SWAT[image: External link] team member, Randal Simmons, the first in LAPD's history.[136] Los Angeles in the year of 2013 totaled 251 murders, a decrease of 16 percent from the previous year. Police speculate that the drop resulted from a number of factors, including young people spending more time online.[137] Crime increased significantly in 2015 from the low in 2013 with the rate of aggravated assault up 76%, rape up 182.7% and murder up 9.2%.[138]

The Dragna crime family[image: External link] and the Cohen crime family[image: External link] dominated organized crime in the city during the Prohibition era[image: External link][139] and reached its peak during the 1940s and 1950s with the battle of Sunset Strip[image: External link] as part of the American Mafia[image: External link], but has gradually declined since then with the rise of various black and Hispanic[image: External link] gangs in the late 1960s and early 1970s.[139]

According to the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link], the city is home to 45,000 gang members, organized into 450 gangs.[140] Among them are the Crips[image: External link] and Bloods[image: External link], which are both African American street gangs that originated in the South Los Angeles[image: External link] region. Latino street gangs such as the Sureños[image: External link], a Mexican American street gang, and Mara Salvatrucha[image: External link], which has mainly members of Salvadoran[image: External link] descent, all originated in Los Angeles. This has led to the city being referred to as the "Gang Capital of America".[141]
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 Education
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 Colleges and universities




There are three public universities located within the city limits: California State University, Los Angeles[image: External link] (CSULA), California State University, Northridge[image: External link] (CSUN) and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA).

Private colleges in the city include the American Film Institute Conservatory[image: External link], Alliant International University[image: External link], Syracuse University[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Academy of Dramatic Arts[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Jewish University[image: External link], The American Musical and Dramatic Academy – Los Angeles campus[image: External link], Antioch University[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science[image: External link], Emperor's College[image: External link], Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus (FIDM), Los Angeles Film School[image: External link], Loyola Marymount University[image: External link] (LMU is also the parent university of Loyola Law School[image: External link] located in Los Angeles), Marymount College[image: External link], Mount St. Mary's College[image: External link], National University[image: External link] of California, Occidental College[image: External link] ("Oxy"), Otis College of Art and Design[image: External link] (Otis), Southern California Institute of Architecture[image: External link] (SCI-Arc), Southwestern Law School[image: External link], University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC), and Woodbury University[image: External link].

The community college system consists of nine campuses governed by the trustees of the Los Angeles Community College District: East Los Angeles College[image: External link] (ELAC), Los Angeles City College[image: External link] (LACC), Los Angeles Harbor College[image: External link], Los Angeles Mission College[image: External link], Los Angeles Pierce College[image: External link], Los Angeles Valley College[image: External link] (LAVC), Los Angeles Southwest College[image: External link], Los Angeles Trade-Technical College[image: External link] and West Los Angeles College[image: External link].

There are numerous additional colleges and universities outside the city limits in the Greater Los Angeles area.
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 Schools and libraries




Los Angeles Unified School District[image: External link] serves almost all of the city of Los Angeles, as well as several surrounding communities, with a student population around 800,000.[142] After Proposition 13[image: External link] was approved in 1978, urban school districts had considerable trouble with funding. LAUSD has become known for its underfunded, overcrowded and poorly maintained campuses, although its 162 Magnet schools[image: External link] help compete with local private schools. Several small sections of Los Angeles are in the Las Virgenes Unified School District[image: External link]. The Los Angeles County Office of Education operates the Los Angeles County High School for the Arts[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] system operates 72 public libraries in the city.[143] Enclaves of unincorporated areas are served by branches of the County of Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link], many of which are within walking distance to residents.
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 Media




See: Media in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The Los Angeles metro area is the second-largest broadcast designated market area[image: External link] in the U.S. (after New York[image: External link]) with 5,431,140 homes (4.956% of the U.S.), which is served by a wide variety of local AM[image: External link] and FM[image: External link] radio and television[image: External link] stations. Los Angeles and New York City are the only two media markets to have seven VHF[image: External link] allocations assigned to them.[144]

As part of the region's aforementioned creative industry, the Big Four major broadcast television networks, ABC, CBS, Fox, and NBC, all have production facilities and offices throughout various areas of Los Angeles. All four major broadcast television networks, plus major Spanish-language networks Telemundo[image: External link] and Univision[image: External link], also own and operate stations that both serve the Los Angeles market and serve as each network's West Coast flagship station[image: External link]: ABC's KABC-TV[image: External link] (Channel 7), CBS's KCBS-TV[image: External link] (Channel 2), Fox's KTTV-TV[image: External link] (Channel 11), NBC's KNBC-TV[image: External link] (Chennel 4), Telemundo's KVEA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 52), and Univision's KMEX-TV[image: External link] (Channel 34). The region also has three PBS[image: External link] stations, as well as KCET[image: External link], the nation's largest independent public television station. KTBN[image: External link] (Channel 40) is the flagship station[image: External link] of the religious Trinity Broadcasting Network[image: External link], based out of Santa Ana[image: External link]. A variety of independent television stations, such as KCAL-TV[image: External link] (Channel 9), also operate in the area.

The major daily English-language newspaper in the area is the Los Angeles Times. La Opinión[image: External link] is the city's major daily Spanish-language paper. The Korea Times[image: External link] is the city's major daily Korean language[image: External link] paper while The World Journal[image: External link] is the city and county's major Chinese newspaper. The Los Angeles Sentinel[image: External link] is the city's major African-American[image: External link] weekly paper, boasting the largest African-American readership in the Western United States[image: External link]. Investor's Business Daily[image: External link] is distributed from its L.A. corporate offices, which are headquartered in Playa del Rey.

There are also a number of smaller regional newspapers, alternative weeklies and magazines, including the Los Angeles Register[image: External link], Los Angeles Community News, (which focuses on coverage of the greater Los Angeles area), Los Angeles Daily News[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]), LA Weekly[image: External link], L.A. Record[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the music scene in the Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]), Los Angeles Magazine, the Los Angeles Business Journal[image: External link], the Los Angeles Daily Journal (legal industry paper), The Hollywood Reporter, Variety (both entertainment industry papers), and Los Angeles Downtown News[image: External link]. In addition to the major papers, numerous local periodicals serve immigrant communities in their native languages, including Armenian, English, Korean, Persian, Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Hebrew, and Arabic. Many cities adjacent to Los Angeles also have their own daily newspapers whose coverage and availability overlaps into certain Los Angeles neighborhoods. Examples include The Daily Breeze[image: External link] (serving the South Bay[image: External link]), and The Long Beach Press-Telegram[image: External link].

Los Angeles arts, culture and nightlife news is also covered by a number of local and national online guides like Time Out Los Angeles[image: External link], Thrillist[image: External link], Kristin's List, DailyCandy, LAist, and Flavorpill.[145]
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See: Transportation in Los Angeles[image: External link]
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 Freeways




See: Southern California freeways[image: External link]


The city and the rest of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] are served by an extensive network of freeways and highways. The Texas Transportation Institute[image: External link], which publishes an annual Urban Mobility Report, ranked Los Angeles road traffic as the most congested in the United States in 2005 as measured by annual delay per traveler.[146] The average traveler in Los Angeles experienced 72 hours of traffic delay per year according to the study. Los Angeles was followed by San Francisco[image: External link]/ Oakland[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Atlanta[image: External link], (each with 60 hours of delay).[147] Despite the congestion in the city, the mean travel time for commuters in Los Angeles is shorter than other major cities, including New York City[image: External link], Philadelphia[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link]. Los Angeles' mean travel time for work commutes in 2006 was 29.2 minutes, similar to those of San Francisco and Washington, D.C.[148]

Among the major highways that connect LA to the rest of the nation include Interstate 5[image: External link], which runs south through San Diego[image: External link] to Tijuana[image: External link] in Mexico and north through Sacramento[image: External link], Portland[image: External link], and Seattle[image: External link] to the Canada–US border[image: External link]; Interstate 10[image: External link], the southernmost east–west, coast-to-coast Interstate Highway[image: External link] in the United States, going to Jacksonville, Florida[image: External link]; and U.S. Route 101[image: External link], which heads to the California Central Coast[image: External link], San Francisco, the Redwood Empire[image: External link], and the Oregon[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link] coasts.
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See: Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link]


The LA County Metropolitan Transportation Authority and other agencies operate an extensive system of bus lines, as well as subway[image: External link] and light rail lines across Los Angeles County, with a combined monthly ridership (measured in individual boardings) of 38.8 million as of September 2011. The majority of this (30.5 million) is taken up by the city's bus system,[149] the second busiest in the country. The subway and light rail combined average the remaining roughly 8.2 million boardings per month.[149] In 2005, 10.2% of Los Angeles commuters rode some form of public transportation.[150]

The city's subway system[image: External link] is the ninth busiest in the United States[image: External link] and its light rail system is the country's second busiest[image: External link].[151] The rail system includes the Red[image: External link] and Purple[image: External link] subway lines, as well as the Gold[image: External link], Blue[image: External link], Expo[image: External link], and Green[image: External link] light rail lines. In 2016, the Expo Line was extended to the Pacific at Santa Monica[image: External link]. The Metro Orange[image: External link] and Silver[image: External link] lines are bus rapid transit[image: External link] lines with stops and frequency similar to those of light rail. The city is also central to the commuter rail[image: External link] system Metrolink[image: External link], which links Los Angeles to all neighboring counties as well as many suburbs.

Besides the rail service provided by Metrolink[image: External link] and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Los Angeles is served by inter-city passenger trains from Amtrak[image: External link]. The main rail station in the city is Union Station[image: External link] just north of Downtown.

In addition, the city directly contracts for local and commuter bus service through the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link], or LADOT.
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See: List of airports in the Los Angeles area[image: External link]


The main international and domestic airport serving Los Angeles is Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: LAX,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLAX), commonly referred to by its airport code, LAX. The sixth busiest commercial airport in the world and the third busiest in the United States, LAX handled over 66 million passengers and close to 2 million tons of cargo in 2013.

Other major nearby commercial airports include:


	( IATA[image: External link]: ONT,  ICAO[image: External link]: KONT) LA/Ontario International Airport[image: External link], owned by the city of Los Angeles; serves the Inland Empire.

	( IATA[image: External link]: BUR,  ICAO[image: External link]: KBUR) Bob Hope Airport[image: External link], formerly known as Burbank Airport; serves the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys

	( IATA[image: External link]: LGB,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLGB) Long Beach Airport[image: External link], serves the Long Beach/Harbor area

	( IATA[image: External link]: SNA,  ICAO[image: External link]: KSNA) John Wayne Airport[image: External link] of Orange County



One of the world's busiest general-aviation airports is also located in Los Angeles, Van Nuys Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: VNY,  ICAO[image: External link]: KVNY).[152]
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 Seaports




The Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] is located in San Pedro Bay[image: External link] in the San Pedro[image: External link] neighborhood, approximately 20 miles (32 km) south of Downtown. Also called Los Angeles Harbor and WORLDPORT LA, the port complex occupies 7,500 acres (30 km2) of land and water along 43 miles (69 km) of waterfront. It adjoins the separate Port of Long Beach[image: External link].

The sea ports of the Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Port of Long Beach[image: External link] together make up the Los Angeles/Long Beach Harbor.[153][154] Together, both ports are the fifth busiest container[image: External link] port in the world, with a trade volume of over 14.2 million TEU's[image: External link] in 2008.[155] Singly, the Port of Los Angeles is the busiest container ports in the United States and the largest cruise ship center on the West Coast of the United States[image: External link] – The Port of Los Angeles' World Cruise Center served about 590,000 passengers in 2014.[156]

There are also smaller, non-industrial harbors along Los Angeles' coastline. The port includes four bridges: the Vincent Thomas Bridge[image: External link], Henry Ford Bridge[image: External link], Gerald Desmond Bridge[image: External link], and Commodore Schuyler F. Heim Bridge[image: External link]. Passenger ferry service from San Pedro to the city of Avalon[image: External link] on Santa Catalina Island[image: External link] is provided by Catalina Express.
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 Notable people




See: List of people from Los Angeles[image: External link]


As home to Hollywood and its entertainment industry, numerous singers, actors and other entertainers live in various districts of Los Angeles.
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 Twin towns and sister cities




Los Angeles has 25 sister cities[image: External link],[157] listed chronologically by year joined:



	
Eilat[image: External link], Israel (1959)

	
Nagoya[image: External link], Japan (1959)

	
Salvador, Bahia[image: External link], Brazil (1962)

	
Bordeaux[image: External link], France (1964)[158][159]


	
Berlin[image: External link], Germany (1967)[160]


	
Lusaka[image: External link], Zambia (1968)

	
Mexico City[image: External link], Mexico (1969)

	
Auckland[image: External link], New Zealand (1971)

	
Busan[image: External link], South Korea (1971)

	
Mumbai[image: External link], India (1972)

	
Tehran[image: External link], Iran (1972)

	
Taipei[image: External link], Taiwan, Republic of China (1979)

	
Guangzhou[image: External link], People's Republic of China (1981)[161]


	
Athens[image: External link], Greece (1984)

	
Saint Petersburg[image: External link], Russia (1984)

	
Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia, Canada (1986)[162]


	
Giza[image: External link], Egypt (1989)

	
Jakarta[image: External link], Indonesia (1990)

	
Kaunas[image: External link], Lithuania (1991)

	
Makati[image: External link], Philippines (1992)

	
Split, Croatia[image: External link] (1993)[163]


	
San Salvador[image: External link], El Salvador (2005)

	
Beirut[image: External link], Lebanon (2006)

	
Ischia, Campania[image: External link], Italy (2006)

	
Yerevan[image: External link], Armenia (2007)[164]






In addition, Los Angeles has the following "friendship cities":[165]


	London, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	Łódź, Poland[image: External link]

	Manchester, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	
Tel Aviv, Israel[image: External link][166]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also






	Eastside Los Angeles[image: External link]

	Largest cities in Southern California[image: External link]

	Largest cities in the Americas[image: External link]

	List of cities and towns in California[image: External link]

	List of hotels in Los Angeles[image: External link]

	List of largest California cities by population[image: External link]

	List of largest houses in the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area[image: External link]

	List of museums in Los Angeles[image: External link]

	List of museums in Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]

	List of music venues in Los Angeles[image: External link]

	List of people from Los Angeles[image: External link]

	List of tallest buildings in Los Angeles[image: External link]

	Los Angeles in popular culture[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in Los Angeles, California[image: External link]
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England





England is a country[image: External link] that is part[image: External link] of the United Kingdom[image: External link].[4][5][6] It shares land borders[image: External link] with Scotland[image: External link] to the north and Wales[image: External link] to the west. The Irish Sea[image: External link] lies northwest of England and the Celtic Sea[image: External link] lies to the southwest. England is separated from continental Europe[image: External link] by the North Sea[image: External link] to the east and the English Channel[image: External link] to the south. The country covers five-eighths of the island of Great Britain[image: External link] (which lies in the North Atlantic[image: External link]) in its centre and south; and includes over 100 smaller islands[image: External link] such as the Isles of Scilly[image: External link], and the Isle of Wight[image: External link].

The area now called England was first inhabited by modern humans during the Upper Palaeolithic[image: External link] period, but takes its name from the Angles[image: External link], one of the Germanic[image: External link] tribes who settled during the 5th and 6th centuries. England became a unified state in the 10th century, and since the Age of Discovery[image: External link], which began during the 15th century, has had a significant cultural and legal impact on the wider world.[7] The English language[image: External link], the Anglican Church[image: External link], and English law[image: External link] – the basis for the common law[image: External link] legal systems of many other countries around the world – developed in England, and the country's parliamentary system[image: External link] of government has been widely adopted by other nations.[8] The Industrial Revolution[image: External link] began in 18th-century England, transforming its society into the world's first industrialised nation.[9]

England's terrain mostly comprises low hills and plains, especially in central and southern England. However, there are uplands in the north (for example, the mountainous Lake District[image: External link], and the Pennines[image: External link]) and in the southwest (for example, Dartmoor[image: External link] and the Cotswolds[image: External link]). The capital is London[image: External link], which is the largest metropolitan area in both the United Kingdom and the European Union[image: External link].[nb 1] England's population of over 53 million comprises 84% of the population of the United Kingdom, largely concentrated around London, the South East[image: External link], and conurbations in the Midlands[image: External link], the North West[image: External link], the North East[image: External link], and Yorkshire[image: External link], which each developed as major industrial regions during the 19th century.[10]

The Kingdom of England[image: External link]—which after 1535 included Wales—ceased being a separate sovereign state[image: External link] on 1 May 1707, when the Acts of Union[image: External link] put into effect the terms agreed in the Treaty of Union[image: External link] the previous year, resulting in a political union with the Kingdom of Scotland[image: External link] to create the Kingdom of Great Britain[image: External link].[11][12] In 1801, Great Britain was united with the Kingdom of Ireland[image: External link] through another Act of Union[image: External link] to become the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland[image: External link]. In 1922 the Irish Free State[image: External link] seceded from the United Kingdom, leading to the latter being renamed[image: External link] the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
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The name "England" is derived from the Old English[image: External link] name Englaland, which means "land of the Angles[image: External link]".[13] The Angles were one of the Germanic tribes[image: External link] that settled in Great Britain during the Early Middle Ages[image: External link]. The Angles came from the Angeln[image: External link] peninsula in the Bay of Kiel[image: External link] area of the Baltic Sea[image: External link].[14] The earliest recorded use of the term, as "Engla londe", is in the late ninth century translation into Old English[image: External link] of Bede[image: External link]'s Ecclesiastical History of the English People[image: External link]. The term was then used in a different sense to the modern one, meaning "the land inhabited by the English", and it included English people in what is now south-east Scotland but was then part of the English kingdom of Northumbria[image: External link]. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle[image: External link] recorded that the Domesday Book[image: External link] of 1086 covered the whole of England, meaning the English kingdom, but a few years later the Chronicle stated that King Malcolm III[image: External link] went "out of Scotlande into Lothian[image: External link] in Englaland", thus using it in the more ancient sense.[15] According to the Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link], its modern spelling was first used in 1538.[16]

The earliest attested reference to the Angles occurs in the 1st-century work by Tacitus[image: External link], Germania[image: External link], in which the Latin[image: External link] word Anglii is used.[17] The etymology of the tribal name itself is disputed by scholars; it has been suggested that it derives from the shape of the Angeln peninsula, an angular shape.[18] How and why a term derived from the name of a tribe that was less significant than others, such as the Saxons[image: External link], came to be used for the entire country and its people is not known, but it seems this is related to the custom of calling the Germanic people in Britain Angli Saxones or English Saxons.[19] In Scottish Gaelic[image: External link], another language which developed on the island of Great Britain, the Saxon tribe gave their name to the word for England (Sasunn);[20] similarly, the Welsh name for the English language is "Saesneg".

An alternative name for England is Albion[image: External link]. The name Albion originally referred to the entire island of Great Britain. The nominally earliest record of the name appears in the Aristotelian[image: External link] Corpus[image: External link], specifically the 4th century BC De Mundo[image: External link]:[21] "Beyond the Pillars of Hercules[image: External link] is the ocean that flows round the earth. In it are two very large islands called Britannia; these are Albion and Ierne[image: External link]".[21][22] But modern scholarly consensus ascribes De Mundo not to Aristotle[image: External link] but to Pseudo-Aristotle[image: External link], i.e. it was written later in the Graeco-Roman[image: External link] period or afterwards. The word Albion (Ἀλβίων) or insula Albionum has two possible origins. It either derives from a cognate of the Latin albus meaning white, a reference to the white cliffs of Dover[image: External link] (the only part of Britain visible from the European mainland)[23] or from the phrase the "island of the Albiones"[24] in the now lost Massaliote Periplus[image: External link], that is attested through Avienus[image: External link]' Ora Maritima[25] to which the former presumably served as a source. Albion is now applied to England in a more poetic capacity.[26] Another romantic name for England is Loegria[image: External link], related to the Welsh[image: External link] word for England, Lloegr, and made popular by its use in Arthurian legend[image: External link].
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See: History of England[image: External link]
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See: Prehistoric Britain[image: External link]


The earliest known evidence of human presence in the area now known as England was that of Homo antecessor[image: External link], dating to approximately 780,000 years ago. The oldest proto-human bones discovered in England date from 500,000 years ago.[27] Modern humans are known to have inhabited the area during the Upper Paleolithic[image: External link] period, though permanent settlements were only established within the last 6,000 years.[28][29] After the last ice age[image: External link] only large mammals such as mammoths[image: External link], bison[image: External link] and woolly rhinoceros[image: External link] remained. Roughly 11,000 years ago, when the ice sheets[image: External link] began to recede, humans repopulated the area; genetic research suggests they came from the northern part of the Iberian Peninsula[image: External link].[30] The sea level was lower than now and Britain was connected by land bridge[image: External link] to Ireland and Eurasia[image: External link].[31] As the seas rose, it was separated from Ireland 10,000 years ago and from Eurasia two millennia later.

The Beaker culture[image: External link] arrived around 2,500 BC, introducing drinking and food vessels constructed from clay, as well as vessels used as reduction pots to smelt copper ores.[32] It was during this time that major Neolithic[image: External link] monuments such as Stonehenge[image: External link] and Avebury[image: External link] were constructed. By heating together tin and copper, which were in abundance in the area, the Beaker culture people made bronze[image: External link], and later iron from iron ores. The development of iron smelting[image: External link] allowed the construction of better ploughs[image: External link], advancing agriculture (for instance, with Celtic fields[image: External link]), as well as the production of more effective weapons.[33]

During the Iron Age[image: External link], Celtic culture[image: External link], deriving from the Hallstatt[image: External link] and La Tène cultures[image: External link], arrived from Central Europe. Brythonic[image: External link] was the spoken language during this time. Society was tribal; according to Ptolemy[image: External link]'s Geographia[image: External link] there were around 20 tribes in the area. Earlier divisions are unknown because the Britons were not literate. Like other regions on the edge of the Empire, Britain had long enjoyed trading links with the Romans. Julius Caesar of the Roman Republic[image: External link] attempted to invade twice[image: External link] in 55 BC; although largely unsuccessful, he managed to set up a client king[image: External link] from the Trinovantes[image: External link].

The Romans invaded Britain in 43 AD during the reign of Emperor Claudius[image: External link], subsequently conquering much of Britain[image: External link], and the area was incorporated into the Roman Empire as Britannia province[image: External link].[34] The best-known of the native tribes who attempted to resist were the Catuvellauni[image: External link] led by Caratacus[image: External link]. Later, an uprising led by Boudica[image: External link], Queen of the Iceni[image: External link], ended with Boudica's suicide following her defeat at the Battle of Watling Street[image: External link].[35] This era saw a Greco-Roman[image: External link] culture prevail with the introduction of Roman law[image: External link], Roman architecture[image: External link], aqueducts[image: External link], sewers[image: External link], many agricultural items and silk.[36][37][38] In the 3rd century, Emperor Septimius Severus[image: External link] died at Eboracum[image: External link] (now York[image: External link]), where Constantine[image: External link] was subsequently proclaimed emperor.[39]

There is debate about when Christianity[image: External link] was first introduced; it was no later than the 4th century, probably much earlier. According to Bede[image: External link], missionaries were sent from Rome by Eleutherius[image: External link] at the request of the chieftain Lucius of Britain[image: External link] in 180 AD, to settle differences as to Eastern and Western ceremonials, which were disturbing the church. There are traditions linked to Glastonbury claiming an introduction through Joseph of Arimathea[image: External link], while others claim through Lucius of Britain[image: External link].[40] By 410, during the Decline of the Roman Empire[image: External link], Britain was left exposed by the end of Roman rule in Britain[image: External link] and the withdrawal of Roman army units, to defend the frontiers in continental Europe and partake in civil wars.[41] Celtic Christian monastic and missionary movements flourished: Patrick[image: External link] (5th-century Ireland) and in the 6th century Brendan (Clonfert), Comgall (Bangor), David (Wales), Aiden (Lindisfarne) and Columba (Iona). This period of Christianity was influenced by ancient Celtic culture in its sensibilities, polity, practices and theology. Local "congregations" were centred in the monastic community and monastic leaders were more like chieftains, as peers, rather than in the more hierarchical system of the Roman-dominated church.[42]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Middle Ages




See: England in the Middle Ages[image: External link]


Roman military[image: External link] withdrawals left Britain open to invasion by pagan, seafaring warriors from north-western continental Europe, chiefly the Frisians, Angles[image: External link], Saxons[image: External link] and Jutes[image: External link] who had long raided the coasts of the Roman province and began to settle, initially in the eastern part of the country.[41] Their advance was contained for some decades after the Britons' victory at the Battle of Mount Badon[image: External link], but subsequently resumed, over-running the fertile lowlands of Britain and reducing the area under Brythonic[image: External link] control to a series of separate enclaves in the more rugged country to the west by the end of the 6th century. Contemporary texts describing this period are extremely scarce, giving rise to its description as a Dark Age[image: External link]. The nature and progression of the Anglo-Saxon settlement of Britain[image: External link] is consequently subject to considerable disagreement. Roman-dominated Christianity had in general disappeared from the conquered territories, but was reintroduced by missionaries from Rome led by Augustine[image: External link] from 597 onwards.[43] Disputes between the Roman- and Celtic-dominated forms of Christianity ended in victory for the Roman tradition at the Council of Whitby[image: External link] (664), which was ostensibly about haircuts and the date of Easter, but more significantly, about the differences in Roman and Celtic forms of authority, theology, and practice (Lehane).

During the settlement period the lands ruled by the incomers seem to have been fragmented into numerous tribal territories, but by the 7th century, when substantial evidence of the situation again becomes available, these had coalesced into roughly a dozen kingdoms including Northumbria[image: External link], Mercia[image: External link], Wessex[image: External link], East Anglia[image: External link], Essex[image: External link], Kent[image: External link] and Sussex[image: External link]. Over the following centuries this process of political consolidation continued.[44] The 7th century saw a struggle for hegemony between Northumbria and Mercia, which in the 8th century gave way to Mercian preeminence.[45] In the early 9th century Mercia was displaced as the foremost kingdom by Wessex. Later in that century escalating attacks by the Danes[image: External link] culminated in the conquest of the north and east of England, overthrowing the kingdoms of Northumbria, Mercia and East Anglia. Wessex under Alfred the Great[image: External link] was left as the only surviving English kingdom, and under his successors it steadily expanded at the expense of the kingdoms of the Danelaw[image: External link]. This brought about the political unification of England, first accomplished under Æthelstan[image: External link] in 927 and definitively established after further conflicts by Eadred[image: External link] in 953. A fresh wave of Scandinavian[image: External link] attacks from the late 10th century ended with the conquest of this united kingdom by Sweyn Forkbeard[image: External link] in 1013 and again by his son Cnut[image: External link] in 1016, turning it into the centre of a short-lived North Sea Empire[image: External link] that also included Denmark[image: External link] and Norway[image: External link]. However the native royal dynasty was restored with the accession of Edward the Confessor[image: External link] in 1042.

A dispute over the succession to Edward led to the Norman conquest of England[image: External link] in 1066, accomplished by an army led by Duke William of Normandy[image: External link].[46] The Normans[image: External link] themselves originated from Scandinavia[image: External link] and had settled in Normandy in the late 9th and early 10th centuries.[47] This conquest led to the almost total dispossession of the English elite and its replacement by a new French-speaking aristocracy, whose speech had a profound and permanent effect on the English language.[48]

Subsequently, the House of Plantagenet[image: External link] from Anjou inherited the English throne under Henry II[image: External link], adding England to the budding Angevin Empire[image: External link] of fiefs the family had inherited in France including Aquitaine[image: External link].[49] They reigned for three centuries, some noted monarchs being Richard I[image: External link], Edward I[image: External link], Edward III[image: External link] and Henry V[image: External link].[49] The period saw changes in trade and legislation, including the signing of the Magna Carta[image: External link], an English legal charter used to limit the sovereign's powers by law and protect the privileges of freemen. Catholic monasticism[image: External link] flourished, providing philosophers, and the universities of Oxford and Cambridge were founded with royal patronage. The Principality of Wales[image: External link] became a Plantagenet fief during the 13th century[50] and the Lordship of Ireland[image: External link] was given to the English monarchy by the Pope.

During the 14th century, the Plantagenets and the House of Valois[image: External link] both claimed to be legitimate claimants to the House of Capet[image: External link] and with it France; the two powers clashed in the Hundred Years' War[image: External link].[51] The Black Death[image: External link] epidemic hit England[image: External link]; starting in 1348, it eventually killed up to half of England's inhabitants[image: External link].[52][53] From 1453 to 1487 civil war occurred between two branches of the royal family—the Yorkists[image: External link] and Lancastrians[image: External link]—known as the Wars of the Roses[image: External link].[54] Eventually it led to the Yorkists losing the throne entirely to a Welsh noble family the Tudors[image: External link], a branch of the Lancastrians headed by Henry Tudor[image: External link] who invaded with Welsh and Breton mercenaries, gaining victory at the Battle of Bosworth Field[image: External link] where the Yorkist king Richard III[image: External link] was killed.[55]
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During the Tudor period[image: External link], the Renaissance[image: External link] reached England through Italian courtiers, who reintroduced artistic, educational and scholarly debate from classical antiquity.[56] England began to develop naval skills[image: External link], and exploration to the West intensified.[57][58]

Henry VIII[image: External link] broke from communion with the Catholic Church, over issues relating to his divorce, under the Acts of Supremacy[image: External link] in 1534 which proclaimed the monarch head of the Church of England[image: External link]. In contrast with much of European Protestantism, the roots of the split[image: External link] were more political than theological.[nb 2] He also legally incorporated his ancestral land Wales into the Kingdom of England with the 1535–1542 acts[image: External link]. There were internal religious conflicts during the reigns of Henry's daughters, Mary I[image: External link] and Elizabeth I[image: External link]. The former took the country back to Catholicism while the latter broke from it again, forcefully asserting the supremacy of Anglicanism[image: External link].

Competing with Spain[image: External link], the first English colony in the Americas was founded in 1585 by explorer Walter Raleigh[image: External link] in Virginia[image: External link] and named Roanoke[image: External link]. The Roanoke colony failed and is known as the lost colony, after it was found abandoned on the return of the late-arriving supply ship.[60] With the East India Company[image: External link], England also competed with the Dutch[image: External link] and French[image: External link] in the East. In 1588, during the Elizabethan period[image: External link], an English fleet under Francis Drake[image: External link] defeated an invading Spanish Armada[image: External link]. The political structure of the island changed in 1603, when the King of Scots[image: External link], James VI[image: External link], a kingdom which was a longtime rival to English interests, inherited the throne of England as James I[image: External link] — creating a personal union[image: External link].[61][62] He styled himself King of Great Britain[image: External link], although this had no basis in English law.[63] Under the auspices of King James VI and I the Authorised King James Version[image: External link] of the Holy Bible was published in 1611. It has not only been ranked with Shakespeare[image: External link]'s works as the greatest masterpiece of literature in the English language but also was the standard version of the Bible read by most Protestant Christians for four hundred years, until modern revisions were produced in the 20th century.

Based on conflicting political, religious and social positions, the English Civil War[image: External link] was fought between the supporters of Parliament[image: External link] and those of King Charles I[image: External link], known colloquially as Roundheads[image: External link] and Cavaliers[image: External link] respectively. This was an interwoven part of the wider multifaceted Wars of the Three Kingdoms[image: External link], involving Scotland[image: External link] and Ireland[image: External link]. The Parliamentarians were victorious, Charles I was executed and the kingdom replaced by the Commonwealth[image: External link]. Leader of the Parliament forces, Oliver Cromwell[image: External link] declared himself Lord Protector[image: External link] in 1653; a period of personal rule[image: External link] followed.[64] After Cromwell's death and the resignation of his son Richard[image: External link] as Lord Protector, Charles II[image: External link] was invited to return as monarch in 1660, in a move called the Restoration[image: External link]. After the Glorious Revolution[image: External link] of 1688, it was constitutionally established that King and Parliament should rule together, though Parliament would have the real power. This was established with the Bill of Rights[image: External link] in 1689. Among the statutes set down were that the law could only be made by Parliament and could not be suspended by the King, also that the King could not impose taxes or raise an army without the prior approval of Parliament.[65] Also since that time, no British monarch has entered the House of Commons[image: External link] when it is sitting, which is annually commemorated at the State Opening of Parliament[image: External link] by the British monarch when the doors of the House of Commons are slammed in the face of the monarch's messenger, symbolising the rights of Parliament and its independence from the monarch.[66][67] With the founding of the Royal Society[image: External link] in 1660, science was greatly encouraged.

In 1666 the Great Fire of London[image: External link] gutted the City of London but it was rebuilt shortly afterwards[68] with many significant buildings designed by Sir Christopher Wren[image: External link]. In Parliament two factions had emerged — the Tories[image: External link] and Whigs[image: External link]. Though the Tories initially supported Catholic king James II[image: External link], some of them, along with the Whigs, during the Revolution of 1688[image: External link] invited Dutch prince William of Orange to defeat James and ultimately to become William III of England[image: External link]. Some English people, especially in the north, were Jacobites[image: External link] and continued to support James and his sons. After the parliaments of England and Scotland agreed,[69] the two countries joined in political union[image: External link], to create the Kingdom of Great Britain[image: External link] in 1707.[61] To accommodate the union, institutions such as the law and national churches of each remained separate.[70]
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Under the newly formed Kingdom of Great Britain, output from the Royal Society and other English initiatives[image: External link] combined with the Scottish Enlightenment[image: External link] to create innovations in science and engineering, while the enormous growth in British overseas trade[image: External link] protected by the Royal Navy[image: External link] paved the way for the establishment of the British Empire[image: External link]. Domestically it drove the Industrial Revolution[image: External link], a period of profound change in the socioeconomic[image: External link] and cultural conditions of England, resulting in industrialised agriculture, manufacture, engineering and mining, as well as new and pioneering road, rail and water networks to facilitate their expansion and development.[71] The opening of Northwest England's Bridgewater Canal[image: External link] in 1761 ushered in the canal age in Britain[image: External link].[72][73] In 1825 the world's first permanent steam locomotive-hauled passenger railway—the Stockton and Darlington Railway[image: External link]—opened to the public.[72]

During the Industrial Revolution, many workers moved from England's countryside to new and expanding urban industrial areas to work in factories, for instance at Manchester[image: External link] and Birmingham[image: External link], dubbed "Warehouse City" and "Workshop of the World" respectively.[75][76] England maintained relative stability throughout the French Revolution[image: External link]; William Pitt the Younger[image: External link] was British Prime Minister for the reign of George III[image: External link]. During the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link], Napoleon[image: External link] planned to invade from the south-east[image: External link]. However this failed to manifest and the Napoleonic forces were defeated by the British at sea by Lord Nelson[image: External link] and on land by the Duke of Wellington[image: External link]. The Napoleonic Wars fostered a concept of Britishness[image: External link] and a united national British people[image: External link], shared with the Scots[image: External link] and Welsh.[77]

London became the largest and most populous metropolitan area in the world during the Victorian era[image: External link], and trade within the British Empire—as well as the standing of the British military and navy—was prestigious.[78] Political agitation at home from radicals such as the Chartists[image: External link] and the suffragettes[image: External link] enabled legislative reform and universal suffrage[image: External link].[79] Power shifts in east-central Europe led to World War I; hundreds of thousands of English soldiers died fighting for the United Kingdom as part of the Allies[image: External link].[nb 3] Two decades later, in World War II[image: External link], the United Kingdom was again one of the Allies[image: External link]. At the end of the Phoney War[image: External link], Winston Churchill[image: External link] became the wartime Prime Minister. Developments in warfare technology saw many cities damaged by air-raids during the Blitz[image: External link]. Following the war, the British Empire experienced rapid decolonisation[image: External link], and there was a speeding up of technological innovations; automobiles became the primary means of transport and Frank Whittle[image: External link]'s development of the jet engine[image: External link] led to wider air travel[image: External link].[81] Residential patterns were altered in England by private motoring, and by the creation of the National Health Service[image: External link] (NHS) in 1948. The UK's NHS provided publicly funded health care[image: External link] to all UK permanent residents free at the point of need, being paid for from general taxation. Combined, these changes prompted the reform of local government in England[image: External link] in the mid-20th century.[82][83]

Since the 20th century there has been significant population movement to England, mostly from other parts of the British Isles[image: External link], but also from the Commonwealth[image: External link], particularly the Indian subcontinent[image: External link].[84] Since the 1970s there has been a large move away from manufacturing[image: External link] and an increasing emphasis on the service industry[image: External link].[85] As part of the United Kingdom, the area joined a common market[image: External link] initiative called the European Economic Community[image: External link] which became the European Union[image: External link]. Since the late 20th century the administration of the United Kingdom[image: External link] has moved towards devolved governance[image: External link] in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.[86] England and Wales[image: External link] continues to exist as a jurisdiction within the United Kingdom.[87] Devolution has stimulated a greater emphasis on a more English-specific identity and patriotism.[88][89] There is no devolved English government, but an attempt to create a similar system on a sub-regional basis was rejected by referendum.[90]
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See: Politics of England[image: External link]


As part of the United Kingdom, the basic political system in England is a constitutional monarchy[image: External link] and parliamentary system[image: External link].[91] There has not been a government of England[image: External link] since 1707, when the Acts of Union 1707[image: External link], putting into effect the terms of the Treaty of Union[image: External link], joined England and Scotland to form the Kingdom of Great Britain[image: External link].[69] Before the union England was ruled by its monarch[image: External link] and the Parliament of England[image: External link]. Today England is governed directly by the Parliament of the United Kingdom[image: External link], although other countries of the United Kingdom[image: External link] have devolved[image: External link] governments.[92] In the House of Commons[image: External link] which is the lower house[image: External link] of the British Parliament based at the Palace of Westminster[image: External link], there are 532 Members of Parliament (MPs) for constituencies in England, out of the 650 total.[93]

In the United Kingdom general election, 2015[image: External link], the Conservative Party[image: External link] won an absolute majority in the 650 contested seats with 10 seats more than all other parties combined (the Speaker of the House[image: External link] not being counted as a Conservative).[94] The Conservative party, headed by the prime minister David Cameron[image: External link], won 98 more seats than the Labour Party[image: External link], whose leader Ed Miliband[image: External link] subsequently stood down.[95] The Scottish National Party[image: External link] (Scotland only) won 56 out of 59 Scottish seats in the House of Commons[image: External link] replacing the Liberal Democrats[image: External link] as the third largest party overall in the UK.[96]

As the United Kingdom is a member of the European Union, there are elections held regionally in England to decide who is sent as Members of the European Parliament[image: External link]. The 2014 European Parliament election[image: External link] saw the regions of England elect the following MEPs: 22 UK Independence Party[image: External link] (UKIP), 17 Conservatives, 17 Labour, 3 Greens[image: External link], and one Liberal Democrat.

Since devolution[image: External link], in which other countries of the United Kingdom—Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland[image: External link]—each have their own devolved parliament or assemblies for local issues, there has been debate about how to counterbalance this in England. Originally it was planned that various regions of England[image: External link] would be devolved, but following the proposal's rejection by the North East[image: External link] in a referendum, this has not been carried out.[90]

One major issue is the West Lothian question[image: External link], in which MPs from Scotland and Wales are able to vote on legislation affecting only England, while English MPs have no equivalent right to legislate on devolved matters.[97] This when placed in the context of England being the only country of the United Kingdom not to have free cancer treatment, prescriptions, residential care for the elderly and free top-up university fees[image: External link],[98] has led to a steady rise in English nationalism[image: External link].[99] Some have suggested the creation of a devolved English parliament[image: External link],[100] while others have proposed simply limiting voting on legislation which only affects England to English MPs.[101]
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See: English law[image: External link]


The English law[image: External link] legal system, developed over the centuries, is the basis of common law[image: External link][102] legal systems used in most Commonwealth[image: External link] countries[103] and the United States (except Louisiana[image: External link]). Despite now being part of the United Kingdom, the legal system of the Courts of England and Wales[image: External link] continued, under the Treaty of Union[image: External link], as a separate legal system from the one used in Scotland. The general essence of English law is that it is made by judges sitting in courts[image: External link], applying their common sense and knowledge of legal precedent[image: External link]—stare decisis[image: External link]—to the facts before them.[104]

The court system[image: External link] is headed by the Senior Courts of England and Wales, consisting of the Court of Appeal[image: External link], the High Court of Justice[image: External link] for civil cases, and the Crown Court[image: External link] for criminal cases.[105] The Supreme Court of the United Kingdom[image: External link] is the highest court for criminal and civil cases in England and Wales[image: External link]. It was created in 2009 after constitutional changes, taking over the judicial functions of the House of Lords[image: External link].[106] A decision of the Supreme Court is binding on every other court in the hierarchy, which must follow its directions.[107]

Crime increased between 1981 and 1995, but fell by 42% in the period 1995–2006.[108] The prison population doubled over the same period, giving it the highest incarceration rate[image: External link] in Western Europe at 147 per 100,000.[109] Her Majesty's Prison Service[image: External link], reporting to the Ministry of Justice[image: External link], manages most prisons[image: External link], housing over 85,000 convicts.[110]
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See: Subdivisions of England[image: External link]
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Ceremonial counties of England[image: External link]





The subdivisions of England[image: External link] consist of up to four levels of subnational division[image: External link] controlled through a variety of types of administrative entities created for the purposes of local government[image: External link]. The highest tier of local government were the nine regions of England[image: External link]: North East[image: External link], North West[image: External link], Yorkshire and the Humber[image: External link], East Midlands[image: External link], West Midlands[image: External link], East[image: External link], South East[image: External link], South West, and London. These were created in 1994 as Government Offices[image: External link], used by the UK government to deliver a wide range of policies and programmes regionally, but there are no elected bodies at this level, except in London, and in 2011 the regional government offices were abolished.[111] The same boundaries remain in use for electing Members of the European Parliament[image: External link] on a regional basis.

After devolution[image: External link] began to take place in other parts of the United Kingdom it was planned that referendums for the regions of England would take place for their own elected regional assemblies[image: External link] as a counterweight. London accepted[image: External link] in 1998: the London Assembly[image: External link] was created two years later. However, when the proposal was rejected by the northern England devolution referendums, 2004[image: External link] in the North East, further referendums were cancelled.[90] The regional assemblies outside London were abolished in 2010, and their functions transferred to respective Regional Development Agencies[image: External link] and a new system of Local authority leaders' boards[image: External link].[112]

Below the regional level, all of England is divided into 48 ceremonial counties[image: External link].[113] These are used primarily as a geographical frame of reference and have developed gradually since the Middle Ages[image: External link], with some established as recently as 1974.[114] Each has a Lord Lieutenant[image: External link] and High Sheriff[image: External link]; these posts are used to represent the British monarch[image: External link] locally.[113] Outside Greater London[image: External link] and the Isles of Scilly[image: External link], England is also divided into 83 metropolitan and non-metropolitan counties[image: External link]; these correspond to areas used for the purposes of local government[115] and may consist of a single district or be divided into several.

There are six metropolitan counties[image: External link] based on the most heavily urbanised areas, which do not have county councils.[115] In these areas the principal authorities are the councils of the subdivisions, the metropolitan boroughs[image: External link]. Elsewhere, 27 non-metropolitan "shire" counties[image: External link] have a county council[image: External link] and are divided into districts, each with a district council. They are typically, though not always, found in more rural areas. The remaining non-metropolitan counties are of a single district and usually correspond to large towns or sparsely populated counties; they are known as unitary authorities[image: External link]. Greater London has a different system for local government, with 32 London boroughs[image: External link], plus the City of London[image: External link] covering a small area at the core governed by the City of London Corporation[image: External link].[116] At the most localised level, much of England is divided into civil parishes[image: External link] with councils[image: External link]; in Greater London only one, Queen's Park[image: External link] exists as of 2014[image: External link] after they were abolished in 1965[image: External link] until legislation allowed their recreation[image: External link] in 2007.
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See: Geography of England[image: External link]
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Geographically England includes the central and southern two-thirds of the island of Great Britain, plus such offshore islands as the Isle of Wight[image: External link] and the Isles of Scilly[image: External link]. It is bordered by two other countries of the United Kingdom—to the north[image: External link] by Scotland and to the west[image: External link] by Wales. England is closer to the European continent than any other part of mainland Britain. It is separated from France by a 21-mile (34 km)[117] sea gap, though the two countries are connected by the Channel Tunnel[image: External link] near Folkestone[image: External link].[118] England also has shores on the Irish Sea[image: External link], North Sea[image: External link] and Atlantic Ocean.

The ports of London, Liverpool[image: External link], and Newcastle[image: External link] lie on the tidal rivers Thames[image: External link], Mersey[image: External link] and Tyne[image: External link] respectively. At 220 miles (350 km), the Severn[image: External link] is the longest river flowing through England.[119] It empties into the Bristol Channel[image: External link] and is notable for its Severn Bore[image: External link] (a tidal bore[image: External link]), which can reach 2 metres (6.6 ft) in height.[120] However, the longest river entirely in England is the Thames, which is 215 miles (346 km) in length.[121] There are many lakes in England[image: External link]; the largest is Windermere[image: External link], within the aptly named Lake District[image: External link].[122]

In geological terms, the Pennines[image: External link], known as the "backbone of England", are the oldest range of mountains in the country, originating from the end of the Paleozoic Era[image: External link] around 300 million years ago.[123] Their geological composition includes, among others, sandstone[image: External link] and limestone[image: External link], and also coal. There are karst[image: External link] landscapes in calcite areas such as parts of Yorkshire and Derbyshire[image: External link]. The Pennine landscape is high moorland[image: External link] in upland areas, indented by fertile valleys of the region's rivers. They contain three national parks[image: External link], the Yorkshire Dales[image: External link], Northumberland[image: External link], and the Peak District[image: External link]. The highest point in England, at 978 metres (3,209 ft), is Scafell Pike[image: External link] in Cumbria.[122] Straddling the border between England and Scotland are the Cheviot Hills[image: External link].

The English Lowlands[image: External link] are to the south of the Pennines, consisting of green rolling hills, including the Cotswold Hills[image: External link], Chiltern Hills[image: External link], North[image: External link] and South Downs[image: External link]—where they meet the sea they form white rock exposures such as the cliffs of Dover[image: External link]. The granite Southwest Peninsula in the West Country[image: External link] includes upland moorland, such as Dartmoor[image: External link] and Exmoor[image: External link], and enjoys a mild climate[image: External link]; both are national parks.[124]
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 Climate




See: Climate of England[image: External link]


England has a temperate[image: External link] maritime climate[image: External link]: it is mild with temperatures not much lower than 0 °C (32 °F) in winter and not much higher than 32 °C (90 °F) in summer.[125] The weather is damp relatively frequently and is changeable. The coldest months are January and February, the latter particularly on the English coast[image: External link], while July is normally the warmest month. Months with mild to warm weather are May, June, September and October.[125] Rainfall is spread fairly evenly throughout the year.

Important influences on the climate of England are its proximity to the Atlantic Ocean, its northern latitude[image: External link] and the warming of the sea by the Gulf Stream[image: External link].[125] Rainfall is higher in the west, and parts of the Lake District[image: External link] receive more rain than anywhere else in the country.[125] Since weather records began, the highest temperature recorded was 38.5 °C (101.3 °F) on 10 August 2003 at Brogdale[image: External link] in Kent,[126] while the lowest was −26.1 °C (−15.0 °F) on 10 January 1982 in Edgmond[image: External link], Shropshire.[127]
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 Major conurbations




The Greater London Urban Area[image: External link] is by far the largest urban area in England[128] and one of the busiest cities in the world. It is considered a global city[image: External link] and has a population larger than other countries in the United Kingdom besides England itself.[128] Other urban areas of considerable size and influence tend to be in northern England[image: External link] or the English Midlands[image: External link].[128] There are fifty settlements[image: External link] which have been designated city status in England[image: External link], while the wider United Kingdom has sixty-six.

While many cities in England are quite large in size, such as Birmingham[image: External link], Sheffield[image: External link], Manchester, Liverpool[image: External link], Leeds[image: External link], Newcastle[image: External link], Bradford[image: External link], Nottingham[image: External link] and others, a large population is not necessarily a prerequisite for a settlement to be afforded city status.[129] Traditionally the status was afforded to towns with diocesan cathedrals[image: External link] and so there are smaller cities like Wells[image: External link], Ely[image: External link], Ripon[image: External link], Truro[image: External link] and Chichester[image: External link].[129] According to the Office for National Statistics[image: External link] the ten largest, continuous built-up urban areas are:[128]



	Rank
	Urban area
	Population
	Major localities



	1
	Greater London Urban Area[image: External link]
	9,787,426
	Greater London[image: External link], divided into the City of London[image: External link] and 32 London boroughs[image: External link] including Croydon[image: External link], Barnet[image: External link], Ealing[image: External link], Bromley[image: External link]



	2
	Greater Manchester Urban Area[image: External link]
	2,553,379
	Manchester[image: External link], Salford[image: External link], Bolton[image: External link], Stockport[image: External link], Oldham[image: External link]



	3
	West Midlands Urban Area[image: External link]
	2,440,986
	Birmingham[image: External link], Wolverhampton[image: External link], Dudley[image: External link], Walsall[image: External link], Aldridge[image: External link]



	4
	West Yorkshire Urban Area[image: External link]
	1,777,934
	Leeds[image: External link], Bradford[image: External link], Huddersfield[image: External link], Wakefield[image: External link], Halifax[image: External link]



	5
	Liverpool Urban Area[image: External link]
	864,122
	Liverpool[image: External link], St. Helens[image: External link], Bootle[image: External link], Huyton-with-Roby[image: External link]



	6
	South Hampshire[image: External link]
	855,569
	Southampton[image: External link], Portsmouth[image: External link], Eastleigh[image: External link], Gosport[image: External link], Fareham[image: External link], Havant[image: External link], Horndean[image: External link]



	7
	Tyneside[image: External link]
	774,891
	Newcastle[image: External link], North Shields[image: External link], South Shields[image: External link], Gateshead[image: External link], Jarrow[image: External link]



	8
	Nottingham Urban Area[image: External link]
	729,977
	Nottingham[image: External link], Beeston[image: External link] and Stapleford[image: External link], Carlton[image: External link], Long Eaton[image: External link]



	9
	Sheffield Urban Area[image: External link]
	685,368
	Sheffield[image: External link], Rotherham[image: External link], Rawmarsh[image: External link], Killamarsh[image: External link]



	10
	Bristol Urban Area[image: External link]
	617,280
	Bristol[image: External link], Kingswood[image: External link], Mangotsfield[image: External link], Stoke Gifford[image: External link]
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 Economy




See: Economy of England[image: External link]


England's economy is one of the largest in the world, with an average GDP per capita[image: External link] of £22,907.[132] Usually regarded as a mixed market economy[image: External link], it has adopted many free market[image: External link] principles, yet maintains an advanced social welfare infrastructure.[133] The official currency in England is the pound sterling[image: External link], whose ISO 4217[image: External link] code is GBP. Taxation in England[image: External link] is quite competitive when compared[image: External link] to much of the rest of Europe – as of 2014 the basic rate of personal tax is 20% on taxable income up to £31,865 above the personal tax-free allowance (normally £10,000), and 40% on any additional earnings above that amount.[134]

The economy of England is the largest part of the UK's economy[image: External link],[132] which has the 18th[image: External link] highest GDP PPP[image: External link] per capita in the world. England is a leader in the chemical[135] and pharmaceutical sectors and in key technical industries, particularly aerospace[image: External link], the arms industry[image: External link], and the manufacturing side of the software industry[image: External link]. London, home to the London Stock Exchange[image: External link], the United Kingdom's main stock exchange[image: External link] and the largest in Europe, is England's financial centre—100 of Europe's 500 largest corporations are based in London.[136] London is the largest financial centre in Europe, and as of 2014 is the second largest in the world.[137]

The Bank of England[image: External link], founded in 1694 by Scottish banker William Paterson[image: External link], is the United Kingdom's central bank[image: External link]. Originally established as private banker to the government of England, since 1946 it has been a state-owned institution[image: External link].[138] The bank has a monopoly on the issue of banknotes in England and Wales[image: External link], although not in other parts of the United Kingdom. The government has devolved responsibility to the bank's Monetary Policy Committee[image: External link] for managing the monetary policy of the country and setting interest rates.[139]

England is highly industrialised, but since the 1970s there has been a decline in traditional heavy and manufacturing[image: External link] industries, and an increasing emphasis on a more service industry[image: External link] oriented economy.[85] Tourism has become a significant industry, attracting millions of visitors to England each year. The export part of the economy is dominated by pharmaceuticals[image: External link], cars (although many English marques[image: External link] are now foreign-owned, such as Land Rover[image: External link], Lotus[image: External link], Jaguar[image: External link] and Bentley[image: External link]), crude oil[image: External link] and petroleum[image: External link] from the English parts of North Sea oil[image: External link] along with Wytch Farm[image: External link], aircraft engines[image: External link] and alcoholic beverages.[140]

Most of the UK's £30 billion[141] aerospace industry[image: External link] is primarily based in England. The global market opportunity for UK aerospace manufacturers over the next two decades is estimated at £3.5 trillion.[142] GKN Aerospace[image: External link] – an expert in metallic and composite aerostructures is involved in almost every civil and military fixed and rotary wing aircraft in production is based in Redditch[image: External link].[143]

BAE Systems[image: External link] makes large sections of the Typhoon Eurofighter[image: External link] at its sub-assembly plant in Salmesbury[image: External link] and assembles the aircraft for the RAF at its Warton[image: External link] plant, near Preston[image: External link]. It is also a principal subcontractor on the F35 Joint Strike Fighter[image: External link] – the world's largest single defence project – for which it designs and manufactures a range of components including the aft fuselage, vertical and horizontal tail and wing tips and fuel system. As well as this it manufactures the Hawk[image: External link], the world's most successful jet training aircraft.[143]

Rolls-Royce PLC[image: External link] is the world's second-largest aero-engine[image: External link] manufacturer. Its engines power more than 30 types of commercial aircraft, and it has more 30,000 engines currently in service across both the civil and defence sectors. With a workforce of over 12,000 people, Derby[image: External link] has the largest concentration of Rolls-Royce employees in the UK. Rolls-Royce also produces low-emission power systems for ships; makes critical equipment and safety systems for the nuclear industry and powers offshore platforms and major pipelines for the oil and gas industry.[143][144]

Much of the UK's space industry is centred on EADS Astrium[image: External link], based in Stevenage[image: External link] and Portsmouth[image: External link]. The company builds the buses[image: External link] – the underlying structure onto which the payload and propulsion systems are built – for most of the European Space Agency[image: External link]'s spacecraft, as well as commercial satellites. The world leader in compact satellite systems, Surrey Satellites[image: External link], is also part of Astrium.[143] Reaction Engines Limited[image: External link], the company planning to build Skylon[image: External link], a single-stage-to-orbit spaceplane using their SABRE rocket engine[image: External link], a combined-cycle, air-breathing rocket propulsion system is based Culham[image: External link].

Agriculture is intensive and highly mechanised, producing 60% of food needs with only 2% of the labour force.[145] Two thirds of production is devoted to livestock, the other to arable crops.[146]
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 Science and technology




See: List of English inventions and discoveries[image: External link] and Royal Society[image: External link]


Prominent English figures from the field of science and mathematics include Sir Isaac Newton[image: External link], Michael Faraday[image: External link], Robert Hooke[image: External link], Robert Boyle[image: External link], Joseph Priestley[image: External link], J. J. Thomson[image: External link], Charles Babbage[image: External link], Charles Darwin[image: External link], Stephen Hawking[image: External link], Christopher Wren[image: External link], Alan Turing[image: External link], Francis Crick[image: External link], Joseph Lister[image: External link], Tim Berners-Lee[image: External link], Paul Dirac[image: External link], Andrew Wiles[image: External link] and Richard Dawkins[image: External link]. Some experts claim that the earliest concept of a metric system[image: External link] was invented by John Wilkins[image: External link], the first secretary of the Royal Society[image: External link], in 1668.[147]

As the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution[image: External link], England was home to many significant inventors during the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Famous English engineers include Isambard Kingdom Brunel[image: External link], best known for the creation of the Great Western Railway[image: External link], a series of famous steamships[image: External link], and numerous important bridges, hence revolutionising public transport and modern-day engineering.[148] Thomas Newcomen[image: External link]'s steam engine[image: External link] helped spawn the Industrial Revolution.[149] The Father of Railways, George Stephenson[image: External link], built the first public inter-city railway line in the world, the Liverpool and Manchester Railway[image: External link], which opened in 1830. With his role in the marketing and manufacturing of the steam engine, and invention of modern coinage, Matthew Boulton[image: External link] (business partner of James Watt[image: External link]) is regarded as one of the most influential entrepreneurs in history.[150] The physician Edward Jenner[image: External link]'s smallpox vaccine[image: External link] is said to have "saved more lives ... than were lost in all the wars of mankind since the beginning of recorded history."[151][152][153]

Inventions and discoveries of the English include: the jet engine[image: External link], the first industrial spinning machine[image: External link], the first computer[image: External link] and the first modern computer[image: External link], the World Wide Web[image: External link] along with HTML[image: External link], the first successful human blood transfusion[image: External link], the motorised vacuum cleaner[image: External link],[154] the lawn mower[image: External link], the seat belt[image: External link], the hovercraft[image: External link], the electric motor[image: External link], steam engines[image: External link], and theories such as the Darwinian theory of evolution[image: External link] and atomic theory[image: External link]. Newton developed the ideas of universal gravitation[image: External link], Newtonian mechanics[image: External link], and calculus[image: External link], and Robert Hooke[image: External link] his eponymously named law of elasticity[image: External link]. Other inventions include the iron plate railway, the thermosiphon[image: External link], tarmac[image: External link], the rubber band[image: External link], the mousetrap[image: External link], "cat's eye"[image: External link] road marker[image: External link], joint development of the light bulb[image: External link], steam locomotives[image: External link], the modern seed drill[image: External link] and many modern techniques and technologies used in precision engineering[image: External link].[155]
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 Transport




See: Transport in England[image: External link]


The Department for Transport[image: External link] is the government body responsible for overseeing transport in England. There are many motorways in England[image: External link], and many other trunk roads, such as the A1 Great North Road[image: External link], which runs through eastern England from London to Newcastle[157] (much of this section is motorway) and onward to the Scottish border. The longest motorway in England is the M6[image: External link], from Rugby[image: External link] through the North West[image: External link] up to the Anglo-Scottish border[image: External link], a distance of 232 miles (373 km).[157] Other major routes include: the M1[image: External link] from London to Leeds, the M25[image: External link] which encircles London, the M60[image: External link] which encircles Manchester, the M4[image: External link] from London to South Wales, the M62[image: External link] from Liverpool via Manchester to East Yorkshire, and the M5[image: External link] from Birmingham to Bristol and the South West.[157]

Bus[image: External link] transport across the country is widespread; major companies include National Express[image: External link], Arriva[image: External link] and Go-Ahead Group[image: External link]. The red double-decker buses[image: External link] in London have become a symbol of England. There is a rapid transit[image: External link] network in two English cities: the London Underground[image: External link]; and the Tyne and Wear Metro[image: External link] in Newcastle, Gateshead and Sunderland.[158] There are several tram networks, such as the Blackpool tramway[image: External link], Manchester Metrolink[image: External link], Sheffield Supertram[image: External link] and Midland Metro[image: External link], and the Tramlink system centred on Croydon in South London.[158]

Rail transport in England[image: External link] is the oldest in the world: passenger railways originated in England in 1825.[159] Much of Britain's 10,000 miles (16,000 km) of rail network lies in England, covering the country fairly extensively, although a high proportion of railway lines were closed in the second half of the 20th century. There are plans to reopen lines such as the Varsity Line[image: External link] between Oxford and Cambridge. These lines are mostly standard gauge ( single[image: External link], double[image: External link] or quadruple track[image: External link]) though there are also a few narrow gauge lines[image: External link]. There is rail transport access to France and Belgium through an undersea rail link, the Channel Tunnel[image: External link], which was completed in 1994.

England has extensive domestic and international aviation links. The largest airport is London Heathrow[image: External link], which is the world's busiest airport measured by number of international passengers[image: External link].[160] Other large airports include Manchester Airport[image: External link], London Stansted Airport[image: External link], Luton Airport[image: External link] and Birmingham Airport[image: External link].[156] By sea there is ferry transport, both local and international, including to Ireland, the Netherlands and Belgium.[161] There are around 4,400 miles (7,100 km) of navigable waterways in England, half of which is owned by the Canal and River Trust[image: External link],[161] however water transport is very limited. The Thames[image: External link] is the major waterway in England, with imports and exports focused at the Port of Tilbury[image: External link] in the Thames Estuary, one of the United Kingdom's three major ports.[161]
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 Healthcare




See: Healthcare in England[image: External link]


The National Health Service[image: External link] (NHS) is the publicly funded healthcare system[image: External link] in England responsible for providing the majority of healthcare in the country. The NHS began on 5 July 1948, putting into effect the provisions of the National Health Service Act 1946[image: External link]. It was based on the findings of the Beveridge Report[image: External link], prepared by economist and social reformer William Beveridge[image: External link].[162] The NHS is largely funded from general taxation including National Insurance[image: External link] payments,[163] and it provides most of its services free at the point of use, although there are charges for some people for eye tests, dental care, prescriptions and aspects of personal care.[164]

The government department responsible for the NHS is the Department of Health[image: External link], headed by the Secretary of State for Health[image: External link], who sits in the British Cabinet[image: External link]. Most of the expenditure of the Department of Health is spent on the NHS—£98.6 billion was spent in 2008–2009.[165] In recent years the private sector has been increasingly used to provide more NHS services despite opposition by doctors and trade unions.[166] The average life expectancy[image: External link] of people in England is 77.5 years for males and 81.7 years for females, the highest of the four countries of the United Kingdom[image: External link].[167]
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See: Demography of England[image: External link]
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 Population




See: English people


With over 53 million inhabitants, England is by far the most populous country of the United Kingdom, accounting for 84% of the combined total.[10][168] England taken as a unit and measured against international states has the fourth largest population in the European Union and would be the 25th largest country by population[image: External link] in the world.[169] With a density of 407 people per square kilometre, it would be the second most densely populated country in the European Union after Malta[image: External link].[170][171]

The English people are a British people[image: External link].[172] Some genetic evidence suggests that 75–95% descend in the paternal line from prehistoric settlers who originally came from the Iberian Peninsula[image: External link], as well as a 5% contribution from Angles[image: External link] and Saxons[image: External link], and a significant Scandinavian[image: External link] ( Viking[image: External link]) element.[173][174][175] However, other geneticists place the Germanic[image: External link] estimate up to half.[176][177] Over time, various cultures have been influential: Prehistoric[image: External link], Brythonic[image: External link],[178] Roman[image: External link], Anglo-Saxon[image: External link],[179] Viking[image: External link] (North Germanic),[180] Gaelic[image: External link] cultures, as well as a large influence from Normans[image: External link]. There is an English diaspora in former parts of the British Empire; especially the United States, Canada, Australia, South Africa and New Zealand.[nb 4] Since the late 1990s, many English people have migrated[image: External link] to Spain.[185][186]

In 1086, when the Domesday Book[image: External link] was compiled, England had a population of two million. About ten per cent lived in urban areas.[188] By 1801 the population had grown to 8.3 million, and by 1901 had grown to 30.5 million.[189] Due in particular to the economic prosperity of South East England[image: External link], it has received many economic migrants from the other parts of the United Kingdom.[172] There has been significant Irish migration[image: External link].[190] The proportion of ethnically European residents totals at 87.50%, including Germans[image: External link][191] and Poles[image: External link].[172]

Other people from much further afield in the former British colonies have arrived since the 1950s: in particular, 6% of people living in England have family origins in the Indian subcontinent[image: External link], mostly India, Pakistan[image: External link] and Bangladesh[image: External link].[172][191] 2.90% of the population are black, from both the Caribbean[image: External link] and countries in Africa itself, especially former British colonies.[172][191] There is a significant number of Chinese and British Chinese[image: External link].[172][191] In 2007, 22% of primary school children in England were from ethnic minority[image: External link] families,[192] and in 2011 that figure was 26.5%.[193] About half of the population increase between 1991 and 2001 was due to immigration.[194] Debate over immigration is politically prominent;[195] according to a 2009 Home Office[image: External link] poll, 80% of people want to cap it.[196] The ONS[image: External link] has projected that the population will grow by nine million between 2014 and 2039.[197]

England contains one indigenous national minority, the Cornish people[image: External link], recognised by the UK government under the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities[image: External link] in 2014.[198]
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	Language
	Native speakers[199]




	English
	46,936,780



	Polish
	529,173



	Punjabi
	271,580



	Urdu
	266,330



	Bengali
	216,196



	Gujarati
	212,217



	Arabic
	152,490



	French
	145,026



	Welsh
	8,248



	Cornish
	554



	Other
	2,267,016



	Population
	51,005,610




As its name suggests, the English language[image: External link], today spoken by hundreds of millions of people around the world, originated as the language of England, where it remains the principal tongue spoken by 98% of the population.[201] It is an Indo-European[image: External link] language in the Anglo-Frisian[image: External link] branch of the Germanic[image: External link] family.[202] After the Norman conquest[image: External link], the Old English[image: External link] language was displaced and confined to the lower social classes[image: External link] as Norman French[image: External link] and Latin[image: External link] were used by the aristocracy.

By the 15th century, English was back in fashion among all classes, though much changed; the Middle English[image: External link] form showed many signs of French influence, both in vocabulary and spelling. During the English Renaissance[image: External link], many words were coined from Latin and Greek origins.[203] Modern English[image: External link] has extended this custom of flexibility, when it comes to incorporating words from different languages. Thanks in large part to the British Empire[image: External link], the English language is the world's unofficial lingua franca[image: External link].[204]

English language learning and teaching[image: External link] is an important economic activity[image: External link], and includes language schooling[image: External link], tourism[image: External link] spending, and publishing[image: External link]. There is no legislation[image: External link] mandating an official language[image: External link] for England,[205] but English is the only language used for official business. Despite the country's relatively small size, there are many distinct regional accents[image: External link], and individuals with particularly strong accents may not be easily understood everywhere in the country.

As well as English, England has two other indigenous languages[image: External link], Cornish[image: External link] and Welsh[image: External link]. Cornish died out as a community language in the 18th century but is being revived,[206][207] and is now protected under the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages[image: External link].[208] It is spoken by 0.1% of people in Cornwall[image: External link],[209] and is taught to some degree in several primary[image: External link] and secondary schools[image: External link].[210][211]

When the modern border between Wales and England was established by the Laws in Wales Acts 1535 and 1542[image: External link], many Welsh-speaking communities found themselves on the English side of the border. Welsh was spoken in Archenfield[image: External link] in Herefordshire[image: External link] into the nineteenth century.[212] Welsh was spoken by natives of parts of western Shropshire[image: External link] until the middle of the twentieth century if not later.[213]

State schools[image: External link] teach students a second language[image: External link], usually French[image: External link], German[image: External link] or Spanish[image: External link].[214] Due to immigration[image: External link], it was reported in 2007 that around 800,000 school students spoke a foreign language[image: External link] at home,[192] the most common being Punjabi[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link]. However, following the 2011 census data released by the Office for National Statistics[image: External link], figures now show that Polish is the main language spoken in England after English.[215]
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 Religion




See: Religion in England[image: External link]


According to the 2011 census, 59.4% of the population is Christian[image: External link], 24.7% non-religious, 5% is Muslim[image: External link] while 3.7% of the population belongs to other religions and 7.2 did not give an answer.[216] Christianity is the most widely practised religion in England, as it has been since the Early Middle Ages, although it was first introduced much earlier in Gaelic and Roman times. This Celtic Church[image: External link] was gradually joined to the Catholic[image: External link] hierarchy following the 6th-century Gregorian mission[image: External link] to Kent[image: External link] led by St Augustine[image: External link]. The established church[image: External link] of England is the Church of England[image: External link],[217] which left communion with Rome[image: External link] in the 1530s when Henry VIII[image: External link] was unable to annul his divorce to the aunt[image: External link] of the king of Spain[image: External link]. The church regards itself as both Catholic and Protestant[image: External link].[218]

There are High Church[image: External link] and Low Church[image: External link] traditions, and some Anglicans regard themselves as Anglo-Catholics[image: External link], following the Tractarian movement[image: External link]. The monarch of the United Kingdom is the Supreme Governor[image: External link] of the church, which has around 26 million baptised members (of whom the vast majority are not regular churchgoers). It forms part of the Anglican Communion[image: External link] with the Archbishop of Canterbury[image: External link] acting as its symbolic worldwide head.[219] Many cathedrals[image: External link] and parish churches are historic buildings of significant architectural importance, such as Westminster Abbey[image: External link], York Minster[image: External link], Durham Cathedral[image: External link], and Salisbury Cathedral[image: External link].

The 2nd-largest Christian practice is the Latin Rite[image: External link] of the Catholic Church. Since its reintroduction after the Catholic Emancipation[image: External link], the Church has organised ecclesiastically on an England and Wales[image: External link] basis where there are 4.5 million members (most of whom are English).[220] There has been one Pope from England to date, Adrian IV[image: External link]; while saints Bede[image: External link] and Anselm[image: External link] are regarded as Doctors of the Church[image: External link].

A form of Protestantism[image: External link] known as Methodism[image: External link] is the third largest Christian practice and grew out of Anglicanism through John Wesley[image: External link].[221] It gained popularity in the mill towns[image: External link] of Lancashire[image: External link] and Yorkshire[image: External link], and amongst tin miners in Cornwall[image: External link].[222] There are other non-conformist[image: External link] minorities, such as Baptists[image: External link], Quakers[image: External link], Congregationalists[image: External link], Unitarians[image: External link] and The Salvation Army[image: External link].[223]

The patron saint of England is Saint George[image: External link]; his symbolic cross is included in the flag of England, as well as in the Union Flag as part of a combination.[224] There are many other English and associated saints; some of the best-known are: Cuthbert[image: External link], Edmund[image: External link], Alban[image: External link], Wilfrid[image: External link], Aidan[image: External link], Edward the Confessor[image: External link], John Fisher[image: External link], Thomas More[image: External link], Petroc[image: External link], Piran[image: External link], Margaret Clitherow[image: External link] and Thomas Becket[image: External link]. There are non-Christian religions practised. Jews have a history of a small minority on the island since 1070.[225] They were expelled from England in 1290 following the Edict of Expulsion[image: External link], only to be allowed back in 1656.[225]

Especially since the 1950s, religions from the former British colonies[image: External link] have grown in numbers, due to immigration. Islam is the most common of these, now accounting for around 5% of the population in England.[226] Hinduism[image: External link], Sikhism[image: External link] and Buddhism[image: External link] are next in number, adding up to 2.8% combined,[226] introduced from India and South East Asia[image: External link].[226]

A small minority of the population practise ancient Pagan religions[image: External link]. Neopaganism in the United Kingdom[image: External link] is primarily represented by Wicca[image: External link] and Witchcraft religions[image: External link], Druidry[image: External link], and Heathenry[image: External link]. According to the 2011 UK Census[image: External link], there are roughly 53,172 people who identify as Pagan in England,[nb 5] and 3,448 in Wales[image: External link],[nb 6] including 11,026 Wiccans[image: External link] in England and 740 in Wales.[nb 7]
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See: Education in England[image: External link]


The Department for Education[image: External link] is the government department responsible for issues affecting people in England up to the age of 19, including education.[228] State-run and state-funded schools are attended by approximately 93% of English schoolchildren.[229] Of these, a minority are faith schools[image: External link] (primarily Church of England[image: External link] or Roman Catholic[image: External link] schools). Children who are between the ages of 3 and 5 attend nursery[image: External link] or an Early Years Foundation Stage[image: External link] reception unit within a primary school. Children between the ages of 5 and 11 attend primary school, and secondary school is attended by those aged between 11 and 16. After finishing compulsory education, students take GCSE[image: External link] examinations. Students may then opt to continue into further education[image: External link] for two years. Further education colleges[image: External link] (particularly sixth form colleges[image: External link]) often form part of a secondary school site. A-level[image: External link] examinations are sat by a large number of further education students, and often form the basis of an application to university[image: External link].

Although most English secondary schools are comprehensive[image: External link], in some areas there are selective intake grammar schools[image: External link], to which entrance is subject to passing the eleven-plus[image: External link] exam. Around 7.2% of English schoolchildren attend private schools[image: External link], which are funded by private sources.[230] Standards in state schools are monitored by the Office for Standards in Education[image: External link], and in private schools by the Independent Schools Inspectorate[image: External link].[231]

Higher education students normally attend university from age 18 onwards, where they study for an academic degree[image: External link]. There are over 90 universities in England, all but one of which are public institutions[image: External link]. The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills[image: External link] is the government department responsible for higher education in England.[232] Students are generally entitled to student loans[image: External link] to cover the cost of tuition fees[image: External link] and living costs.[nb 8] The first degree offered to undergraduates is the Bachelor's degree[image: External link], which usually takes three years to complete. Students are then able to work towards a postgraduate degree, which usually takes one year, or towards a doctorate[image: External link], which takes three or more years.

England's universities[image: External link] include some of the highest-ranked universities in the world; Cambridge University[image: External link], Imperial College London[image: External link], Oxford University[image: External link], University College London[image: External link] and King's College London[image: External link] are all ranked in the global top 20 in the 2014–2015 QS World University Rankings[image: External link].[233] The London School of Economics[image: External link] has been described as the world's leading social science institution for both teaching and research.[234] The London Business School[image: External link] is considered one of the world's leading business schools and in 2010 its MBA programme was ranked best in the world by the Financial Times[image: External link].[235] Academic degrees[image: External link] in England are usually split into classes: first class (1st), upper second class (2:1), lower second class (2:2), third (3rd), and unclassified.

The King's School, Canterbury[image: External link] and King's School, Rochester[image: External link] are the oldest schools in the English-speaking world.[236] Many of England's most well-known schools, such as Winchester College[image: External link], Eton[image: External link], St Paul's School[image: External link], Harrow School[image: External link] and Rugby School[image: External link] are fee-paying institutions.[237]
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Many ancient standing stone[image: External link] monuments were erected during the prehistoric period, amongst the best-known are Stonehenge[image: External link], Devil's Arrows[image: External link], Rudston Monolith[image: External link] and Castlerigg[image: External link].[238] With the introduction of Ancient Roman architecture[image: External link] there was a development of basilicas[image: External link], baths[image: External link], amphitheaters[image: External link], triumphal arches[image: External link], villas[image: External link], Roman temples[image: External link], Roman roads[image: External link], Roman forts[image: External link], stockades[image: External link] and aqueducts[image: External link].[239] It was the Romans who founded the first cities and towns such as London, Bath, York, Chester and St Albans. Perhaps the best-known example is Hadrian's Wall[image: External link] stretching right across northern England.[239] Another well-preserved example is the Roman Baths[image: External link] at Bath, Somerset[image: External link].[239]

Early Medieval architecture's[image: External link] secular buildings were simple constructions mainly using timber with thatch[image: External link] for roofing. Ecclesiastical architecture ranged from a synthesis of Hiberno[image: External link]— Saxon[image: External link] monasticism[image: External link],[240][241] to Early Christian[image: External link] basilica[image: External link] and architecture characterised by pilaster-strips, blank arcading, baluster shafts and triangular headed openings. After the Norman conquest in 1066 various Castles in England[image: External link] were created so law lords could uphold their authority and in the north to protect from invasion. Some of the best-known medieval castles are the Tower of London[image: External link], Warwick Castle[image: External link], Durham Castle[image: External link] and Windsor Castle[image: External link].[242]

Throughout the Plantagenet era an English Gothic architecture[image: External link] flourished—the medieval cathedrals[image: External link] such as Canterbury Cathedral[image: External link], Westminster Abbey[image: External link] and York Minster[image: External link] are prime examples.[242] Expanding on the Norman base[image: External link] there was also castles[image: External link], palaces[image: External link], great houses[image: External link], universities and parish churches[image: External link]. Medieval architecture was completed with the 16th-century Tudor style[image: External link]; the four-centred arch, now known as the Tudor arch[image: External link], was a defining feature as were wattle and daub[image: External link] houses domestically. In the aftermath of the Renaissance[image: External link] a form of architecture echoing classical antiquity, synthesised with Christianity appeared—the English Baroque[image: External link] style, architect Christopher Wren[image: External link] was particularly championed.[243]

Georgian architecture[image: External link] followed in a more refined style, evoking a simple Palladian form; the Royal Crescent[image: External link] at Bath is one of the best examples of this. With the emergence of romanticism[image: External link] during Victorian period, a Gothic Revival[image: External link] was launched—in addition to this around the same time the Industrial Revolution paved the way for buildings such as The Crystal Palace[image: External link]. Since the 1930s various modernist[image: External link] forms have appeared whose reception is often controversial, though traditionalist resistance movements continue with support in influential places.[nb 9]
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See: English folklore[image: External link]


English folklore developed over many centuries. Some of the characters and stories are present across England, but most belong to specific regions. Common folkloric beings include pixies[image: External link], giants[image: External link], elves[image: External link], bogeymen[image: External link], trolls[image: External link], goblins[image: External link] and dwarves[image: External link]. While many legends and folk-customs are thought to be ancient, for instance the tales featuring Offa of Angel[image: External link] and Wayland the Smith[image: External link],[245] others date from after the Norman invasion; Robin Hood[image: External link] and his Merry Men[image: External link] of Sherwood[image: External link] and their battles with the Sheriff of Nottingham[image: External link] being, perhaps, the best known.[246]

During the High Middle Ages[image: External link] tales originating from Brythonic traditions entered English folklore—the Arthurian myth[image: External link].[247][248][249] These were derived from Anglo-Norman[image: External link], Welsh and French sources,[248] featuring King Arthur[image: External link], Camelot[image: External link], Excalibur[image: External link], Merlin[image: External link] and the Knights of the Round Table[image: External link] such as Lancelot[image: External link]. These stories are most centrally brought together within Geoffrey of Monmouth[image: External link]'s Historia Regum Britanniae[image: External link] (History of the Kings of Britain).[nb 10] Another early figure from British tradition[image: External link], King Cole[image: External link], may have been based on a real figure from Sub-Roman Britain. Many of the tales and pseudo-histories[image: External link] make up part of the wider Matter of Britain[image: External link], a collection of shared British folklore.

Some folk figures are based on semi or actual historical people whose story has been passed down centuries; Lady Godiva[image: External link] for instance was said to have ridden naked on horseback through Coventry[image: External link], Hereward the Wake[image: External link] was a heroic English figure resisting the Norman invasion, Herne the Hunter[image: External link] is an equestrian[image: External link] ghost associated with Windsor[image: External link] Forest and Great Park[image: External link] and Mother Shipton[image: External link] is the archetypal witch.[251] On 5 November people make bonfires, set off fireworks[image: External link] and eat toffee apples[image: External link] in commemoration[image: External link] of the foiling of the Gunpowder Plot[image: External link] centred on Guy Fawkes[image: External link]. The chivalrous bandit, such as Dick Turpin[image: External link], is a recurring character, while Blackbeard[image: External link] is the archetypal pirate. There are various national and regional folk activities, participated in to this day, such as Morris dancing[image: External link], Maypole dancing[image: External link], Rapper sword[image: External link] in the North East, Long Sword dance[image: External link] in Yorkshire, Mummers Plays[image: External link], bottle-kicking[image: External link] in Leicestershire, and cheese-rolling[image: External link] at Cooper's Hill[image: External link].[252] There is no official national costume, but a few are well established such as the Pearly Kings and Queens[image: External link] associated with cockneys, the Royal Guard[image: External link], the Morris costume[image: External link] and Beefeaters[image: External link].[253]
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See: English cuisine[image: External link]


Since the early modern period[image: External link] the food of England has historically been characterised by its simplicity of approach and a reliance on the high quality of natural produce.[254] During the Middle Ages[image: External link] and through the Renaissance period, English cuisine enjoyed an excellent reputation, though a decline began during the Industrial Revolution[image: External link] with the move away from the land and increasing urbanisation of the populace. The cuisine of England has, however, recently undergone a revival, which has been recognised by the food critics with some good ratings in Restaurant[image: External link]'s best restaurant in the world[image: External link] charts.[255] An early book of English recipes is the Forme of Cury[image: External link] from the royal court of Richard II[image: External link].[256]

Traditional examples of English food include the Sunday roast[image: External link], featuring a roasted joint[image: External link] (usually beef, lamb[image: External link], chicken or pork) served with assorted vegetables, Yorkshire pudding[image: External link], and gravy[image: External link].[257] Other prominent meals include fish and chips[image: External link] and the full English breakfast[image: External link] (generally consisting of bacon[image: External link], sausages[image: External link], grilled tomatoes, fried bread, black pudding[image: External link], baked beans[image: External link], mushrooms[image: External link], and eggs).[258] Various meat pies[image: External link] are consumed such as steak and kidney pie[image: External link], steak and ale pie[image: External link], cottage pie[image: External link], pork pie[image: External link] (the latter usually eaten cold)[257] and the Cornish Pasty[image: External link].

Sausages are commonly eaten, either as bangers and mash[image: External link] or toad in the hole[image: External link]. Lancashire hotpot[image: External link] is a well known stew in the northwest. Some of the more popular cheeses are Cheddar[image: External link], Red Leicester[image: External link] and Wensleydale[image: External link] together with Blue Stilton[image: External link]. Many Anglo-Indian[image: External link] hybrid dishes, curries[image: External link], have been created such as chicken tikka masala[image: External link] and balti[image: External link]. Traditional English dessert dishes include apple pie[image: External link] or other fruit pies; spotted dick[image: External link] – all generally served with custard[image: External link]; and, more recently, sticky toffee pudding[image: External link]. Sweet pastries include scones[image: External link] (either plain or containing dried fruit) served with jam and/or cream, dried fruit loaves, Eccles cakes[image: External link] and mince pies[image: External link] as well as a wide range of sweet or spiced biscuits[image: External link]. Common drinks include tea, whose popularity was increased by Catherine of Braganza[image: External link],[259] whilst frequently consumed alcoholic drinks include wines, ciders[image: External link] and English beers[image: External link], such as bitter[image: External link], mild[image: External link], stout[image: External link], and brown ale[image: External link].[260]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Visual arts




See: English art[image: External link]


The earliest known examples are the prehistoric rock and cave art[image: External link] pieces, most prominent in North Yorkshire[image: External link], Northumberland and Cumbria[image: External link], but also feature further south, for example at Creswell Crags[image: External link].[261] With the arrival of Roman culture[image: External link] in the 1st century, various forms of art utilising statues, busts, glasswork and mosaics were the norm. There are numerous surviving artefacts, such as those at Lullingstone[image: External link] and Aldborough[image: External link].[262] During the Early Middle Ages the style favoured sculpted crosses and ivories, manuscript painting, gold and enamel jewellery, demonstrating a love of intricate, interwoven designs such as in the Staffordshire Hoard[image: External link] discovered in 2009. Some of these blended Gaelic and Anglian[image: External link] styles, such as the Lindisfarne Gospels[image: External link] and Vespasian Psalter[image: External link].[263] Later Gothic art[image: External link] was popular at Winchester and Canterbury, examples survive such as Benedictional of St. Æthelwold[image: External link] and Luttrell Psalter[image: External link].[264]

The Tudor era saw prominent artists[image: External link] as part of their court, portrait painting which would remain an enduring part of English art, was boosted by German Hans Holbein[image: External link], natives such as Nicholas Hilliard[image: External link] built on this.[264] Under the Stuarts, Continental artists were influential especially the Flemish, examples from the period include—Anthony van Dyck[image: External link], Peter Lely[image: External link], Godfrey Kneller[image: External link] and William Dobson[image: External link].[264] The 18th century was a time of significance with the founding of the Royal Academy[image: External link], a classicism[image: External link] based on the High Renaissance[image: External link] prevailed—Thomas Gainsborough[image: External link] and Joshua Reynolds[image: External link] became two of England's most treasured artists.[264]

The Norwich School[image: External link] continued the landscape tradition, while the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood[image: External link] with their vivid and detailed style revived the Early Renaissance[image: External link] style—Holman Hunt[image: External link], Dante Gabriel Rossetti[image: External link] and John Everett Millais[image: External link] were leaders.[264] Prominent amongst 20th-century artists was Henry Moore[image: External link], regarded as the voice of British sculpture, and of British modernism in general.[265] Contemporary painters include Lucian Freud[image: External link], whose work Benefits Supervisor Sleeping[image: External link] in 2008 set a world record for sale value of a painting by a living artist.[266]
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See: English literature[image: External link]


Early authors such as Bede[image: External link] and Alcuin[image: External link] wrote in Latin.[267] The period of Old English literature[image: External link] provided the epic poem Beowulf[image: External link] and the secular prose of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle[image: External link],[268] along with Christian writings such as Judith[image: External link], Cædmon[image: External link]'s Hymn[image: External link] and hagiographies[image: External link].[267] Following the Norman conquest Latin[image: External link] continued amongst the educated classes, as well as an Anglo-Norman literature[image: External link].

Middle English literature[image: External link] emerged with Geoffrey Chaucer[image: External link], author of The Canterbury Tales[image: External link], along with Gower[image: External link], the Pearl Poet[image: External link] and Langland[image: External link]. William of Ockham[image: External link] and Roger Bacon[image: External link], who were Franciscans[image: External link], were major philosophers of the Middle Ages. Julian of Norwich[image: External link], who wrote Revelations of Divine Love[image: External link], was a prominent Christian mystic. With the English Renaissance[image: External link] literature in the Early Modern English[image: External link] style appeared. William Shakespeare[image: External link], whose works include Hamlet[image: External link], Romeo and Juliet[image: External link], Macbeth[image: External link], and A Midsummer Night's Dream[image: External link], remains one of the most championed authors in English literature.[269]

Christopher Marlowe[image: External link], Edmund Spenser[image: External link], Philip Sydney[image: External link], Thomas Kyd[image: External link], John Donne[image: External link], and Ben Jonson[image: External link] are other established authors of the Elizabethan age[image: External link].[270] Francis Bacon[image: External link] and Thomas Hobbes[image: External link] wrote on empiricism[image: External link] and materialism[image: External link], including scientific method[image: External link] and social contract[image: External link].[270] Filmer[image: External link] wrote on the Divine Right of Kings[image: External link]. Marvell[image: External link] was the best-known poet of the Commonwealth[image: External link],[271] while John Milton[image: External link] authored Paradise Lost[image: External link] during the Restoration[image: External link].




This royal throne of kings, this sceptred isle, this earth of majesty, this seat of Mars, this other Eden, demi-paradise; this fortress, built by nature for herself. This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this England.





William Shakespeare[image: External link].[272]


Some of the most prominent philosophers of the Enlightenment[image: External link] were John Locke[image: External link], Thomas Paine[image: External link], Samuel Johnson[image: External link] and Jeremy Bentham[image: External link]. More radical elements were later countered by Edmund Burke[image: External link] who is regarded as the founder of conservatism.[273] The poet Alexander Pope[image: External link] with his satirical verse became well regarded. The English played a significant role in romanticism[image: External link]: Samuel Taylor Coleridge[image: External link], Lord Byron[image: External link], John Keats[image: External link], Mary Shelley[image: External link], Percy Bysshe Shelley[image: External link], William Blake[image: External link] and William Wordsworth[image: External link] were major figures.[274]

In response to the Industrial Revolution[image: External link], agrarian writers sought a way between liberty[image: External link] and tradition; William Cobbett[image: External link], G. K. Chesterton[image: External link] and Hilaire Belloc[image: External link] were main exponents, while the founder of guild socialism[image: External link], Arthur Penty[image: External link], and cooperative movement[image: External link] advocate G. D. H. Cole[image: External link] are somewhat related.[275] Empiricism continued through John Stuart Mill[image: External link] and Bertrand Russell[image: External link], while Bernard Williams[image: External link] was involved in analytics[image: External link]. Authors from around the Victorian era[image: External link] include Charles Dickens[image: External link], the Brontë sisters[image: External link], Jane Austen[image: External link], George Eliot[image: External link], Rudyard Kipling[image: External link], Thomas Hardy[image: External link], H. G. Wells[image: External link] and Lewis Carroll[image: External link].[276] Since then England has continued to produce novelists such as George Orwell[image: External link], D. H. Lawrence[image: External link], Virginia Woolf[image: External link], C. S. Lewis[image: External link], Enid Blyton[image: External link], Aldous Huxley[image: External link], Agatha Christie[image: External link], Terry Pratchett[image: External link], J. R. R. Tolkien[image: External link], and J. K. Rowling[image: External link].[277]
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The traditional folk music of England[image: External link] is centuries old and has contributed to several genres prominently; mostly sea shanties[image: External link], jigs[image: External link], hornpipes[image: External link] and dance music[image: External link]. It has its own distinct variations and regional peculiarities. Wynkyn de Worde[image: External link] printed ballads of Robin Hood from the 16th century are an important artefact, as are John Playford[image: External link]'s The Dancing Master[image: External link] and Robert Harley's[image: External link] Roxburghe Ballads[image: External link] collections.[278] Some of the best-known songs are Greensleeves[image: External link], Pastime with Good Company[image: External link], Maggie May[image: External link] and Spanish Ladies[image: External link] amongst others. Many nursery rhymes[image: External link] are of English origin such as Twinkle Twinkle Little Star[image: External link], Roses are red[image: External link], Jack and Jill[image: External link], London Bridge Is Falling Down[image: External link], The Grand Old Duke of York[image: External link], Hey Diddle Diddle[image: External link] and Humpty Dumpty[image: External link].[279] Traditional English Christmas carols include "We Wish You a Merry Christmas[image: External link]", "The First Noel[image: External link]" and "God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen[image: External link]".[280]

Early English composers in classical music[image: External link] include Renaissance artists Thomas Tallis[image: External link] and William Byrd[image: External link], followed up by Henry Purcell[image: External link] from the Baroque period[image: External link]. German-born George Frideric Handel[image: External link] became a British subject[284] and spent most of his composing life in London, creating some of the most well-known works of classical music, The Messiah[image: External link], Water Music[image: External link], and Music for the Royal Fireworks[image: External link]. One of his four Coronation Anthems[image: External link], Zadok the Priest[image: External link], composed for the coronation of George II[image: External link], has been performed at every subsequent British coronation[image: External link], traditionally during the sovereign's anointing. There was a revival in the profile of composers from England in the 20th century led by Edward Elgar[image: External link], Benjamin Britten[image: External link], Frederick Delius[image: External link], Gustav Holst[image: External link], Ralph Vaughan Williams[image: External link] and others.[285] Present-day composers from England include Michael Nyman[image: External link], best known for The Piano[image: External link], and Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link], whose musicals have achieved enormous success in the West End[image: External link] and worldwide.[286]

In the field of popular music[image: External link], many English bands and solo artists have been cited as the most influential and best-selling musicians of all time. Acts such as The Beatles[image: External link], Led Zeppelin[image: External link], Pink Floyd[image: External link], Elton John[image: External link], Queen[image: External link], Rod Stewart[image: External link] and The Rolling Stones[image: External link] are among the highest selling recording artists in the world.[287] Many musical genres have origins in (or strong associations with) England, such as British invasion[image: External link], progressive rock[image: External link], hard rock[image: External link], Mod[image: External link], glam rock[image: External link], heavy metal[image: External link], Britpop[image: External link], indie rock[image: External link], gothic rock[image: External link], shoegazing[image: External link], acid house[image: External link], garage[image: External link], trip hop[image: External link], drum and bass[image: External link] and dubstep[image: External link].[288]

Large outdoor music festivals[image: External link] in the summer and autumn are popular, such as Glastonbury[image: External link], V Festival[image: External link], and the Reading and Leeds Festivals[image: External link]. The most prominent opera house[image: External link] in England is the Royal Opera House[image: External link] at Covent Garden[image: External link].[289] The Proms[image: External link] – a season of orchestral[image: External link] classical[image: External link] concerts held at the Royal Albert Hall[image: External link] in London – is a major cultural event in the English calendar, and takes place yearly.[289] The Royal Ballet[image: External link] is one of the world's foremost classical ballet companies, its reputation built on two prominent figures of 20th-century dance, prima ballerina[image: External link] Margot Fonteyn[image: External link] and choreographer Frederick Ashton[image: External link].
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England (and the UK as a whole) has had a considerable influence on the history of the cinema, producing some of the greatest actors, directors and motion pictures of all time, including Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link], Charlie Chaplin[image: External link], David Lean[image: External link], Laurence Olivier[image: External link], Vivien Leigh[image: External link], John Gielgud[image: External link], Peter Sellers[image: External link], Julie Andrews[image: External link], Michael Caine[image: External link], Gary Oldman[image: External link], Helen Mirren[image: External link], Kate Winslet[image: External link] and Daniel Day-Lewis[image: External link]. Hitchcock and Lean are among the most critically acclaimed of all-time.[291] Hitchcock's first thriller, The Lodger: A Story of the London Fog[image: External link] (1926), helped shape the thriller[image: External link] genre in film, while his 1929 film, Blackmail[image: External link], is often regarded as the first British sound[image: External link] feature film.[292]

Major film studios in England include Pinewood[image: External link], Elstree[image: External link] and Shepperton[image: External link]. Some of the most commercially successful films of all time have been produced in England, including two of the highest-grossing film franchises[image: External link] (Harry Potter[image: External link] and James Bond[image: External link]).[293] Ealing Studios[image: External link] in London has a claim to being the oldest continuously working film studio in the world.[294] Famous for recording many motion picture film scores[image: External link], the London Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] first performed film music in 1935.[295]

The BFI Top 100 British films[image: External link] includes Monty Python's Life of Brian[image: External link] (1979), a film regularly voted the funniest of all time by the UK public.[296] English producers are also active in international co-productions[image: External link] and English actors, directors and crew feature regularly in American films. The UK film council ranked David Yates[image: External link], Christopher Nolan[image: External link], Mike Newell[image: External link], Ridley Scott and Paul Greengrass[image: External link] the five most commercially successful English directors since 2001.[297] Other contemporary English directors include Sam Mendes[image: External link], Guy Ritchie[image: External link] and Steve McQueen[image: External link]. Current actors include Tom Hardy[image: External link], Daniel Craig[image: External link], Benedict Cumberbatch[image: External link] and Emma Watson[image: External link]. Acclaimed for his motion capture work, Andy Serkis[image: External link] opened The Imaginarium Studios[image: External link] in London in 2011.[298] The visual effects company Framestore[image: External link] in London has produced some of the most critically acclaimed special effects in modern film.[299] Many successful Hollywood films have been based on English people, stories[image: External link] or events. The 'English Cycle'[image: External link] of Disney animated films include Alice in Wonderland[image: External link], The Jungle Book[image: External link] and Winnie the Pooh[image: External link].[300]
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English Heritage[image: External link] is a governmental body with a broad remit of managing the historic sites, artefacts and environments of England. It is currently sponsored by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport[image: External link]. The charity National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty[image: External link] holds a contrasting role. 17 of the 25 United Kingdom UNESCO World Heritage Sites[image: External link] fall within England.[301] Some of the best-known of these are: Hadrian's Wall[image: External link], Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites[image: External link], Tower of London[image: External link], Jurassic Coast[image: External link], Saltaire[image: External link], Ironbridge Gorge[image: External link], Studley Royal Park[image: External link] and various others.[302]

There are many museums in England, but perhaps the most notable is London's British Museum[image: External link]. Its collection of more than seven million objects[303] is one of the largest and most comprehensive in the world,[304] sourced from every continent, illustrating and documenting the story of human culture from its beginning to the present. The British Library[image: External link] in London is the national library[image: External link] and is one of the world's largest research libraries[image: External link], holding over 150 million items in all known languages and formats; including around 25 million books.[305] The most senior art gallery is the National Gallery[image: External link] in Trafalgar Square[image: External link], which houses a collection of over 2,300 paintings dating from the mid-13th century to 1900.[306] The Tate[image: External link] galleries house the national collections of British and international modern art; they also host the famously controversial Turner Prize[image: External link].[307]
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See: Sport in England[image: External link]


England has a strong sporting heritage, and during the 19th century codified many sports that are now played around the world. Sports originating in England include association football[image: External link],[308] cricket[image: External link], rugby union[image: External link], rugby league[image: External link], tennis[image: External link], boxing[image: External link], badminton, squash[image: External link],[309] rounders[image: External link],[310] hockey[image: External link], snooker[image: External link], billiards[image: External link], darts[image: External link], table tennis, bowls[image: External link], netball[image: External link], thoroughbred[image: External link] horseracing, greyhound racing[image: External link] and fox hunting[image: External link]. It has helped the development of golf[image: External link], sailing and Formula One[image: External link].

Football is the most popular of these sports. The England national football team[image: External link], whose home venue is Wembley Stadium[image: External link], played Scotland[image: External link] in the first ever international football match in 1872.[311] Referred to as the "home of football" by FIFA[image: External link], England hosted the 1966 FIFA World Cup[image: External link], and won the tournament by defeating West Germany[image: External link] 4–2 in the final[image: External link], with Geoff Hurst[image: External link] scoring a hat-trick[image: External link].[312] With a British television audience peak of 32.30 million viewers, the final is the most watched television event ever[image: External link] in the UK.[313]

At club level England is recognised by FIFA as the birthplace of club football, due to Sheffield F.C.[image: External link] founded in 1857 being the world's oldest club.[308] The Football Association[image: External link] is the oldest governing body in the sport, with the rules[image: External link] of football first drafted in 1863 by Ebenezer Cobb Morley[image: External link].[314] The FA Cup[image: External link] and The Football League[image: External link] were the first cup and league competitions respectively. In the modern day the Premier League[image: External link] is the world's most-watched football league,[315] most lucrative,[316] and amongst the elite.[317]

As is the case throughout the UK, football in England is renowned for the intense rivalries between clubs and the passion of the supporters, which includes a tradition of football chants, such as, "You're Not Singing Any More[image: External link]" (or its variant "We Can See You Sneaking Out!"), sung by jubilant fans towards the opposition fans who have gone silent (or left early).[318][319] The European Cup[image: External link] (now UEFA Champions League[image: External link]) has been won by Liverpool[image: External link], Manchester United[image: External link], Nottingham Forest[image: External link], Aston Villa[image: External link] and Chelsea[image: External link], while Arsenal[image: External link], and Leeds United[image: External link] have reached the final.[320] Other English clubs have enjoyed success, Tottenham Hotspur[image: External link], Ipswich Town[image: External link], Chelsea, and Liverpool have won the UEFA Cup, renamed UEFA Europa League[image: External link].

Cricket[image: External link] is generally thought to have been developed in the early medieval period among the farming and metalworking communities of the Weald[image: External link].[321] The England cricket team[image: External link] is a composite England and Wales team. One of the game's top rivalries is The Ashes[image: External link] series between England and Australia[image: External link], contested since 1882. The climax of the 2005 Ashes[image: External link] was viewed by 7.4 million as it was available on terrestrial television.[322] England has hosted four Cricket World Cups[image: External link] (1975, 1979, 1983, 1999) and will host the 2019 edition[image: External link], but never won the tournament, reaching the final 3 times. However they have hosted the ICC World Twenty20[image: External link] in 2009[image: External link], winning this format in 2010 beating rivals Australia in the final. In the domestic competition, the County Championship[image: External link], Yorkshire[image: External link] are by far the most successful club having won the competition 31 times.[323] Lord's Cricket Ground[image: External link] situated in London is sometimes referred to as the "Mecca of Cricket".[324]

William Penny Brookes[image: External link] was prominent in organising the format for the modern Olympic Games[image: External link]. In 1994, then President of the IOC[image: External link], Juan Antonio Samaranch[image: External link], laid a wreath on Brooke's grave, and said, "I came to pay homage and tribute to Dr Brookes, who really was the founder of the modern Olympic Games".[325] London has hosted the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link] three times, in 1908[image: External link], 1948[image: External link], and 2012[image: External link]. England competes in the Commonwealth Games[image: External link], held every four years. Sport England[image: External link] is the governing body responsible for distributing funds and providing strategic guidance for sporting activity in England.

Rugby union[image: External link] originated in Rugby School[image: External link], Warwickshire in the early 19th century.[326] The England rugby union team[image: External link] won the 2003 Rugby World Cup[image: External link], the country was one of the host nations of the competition in the 1991 Rugby World Cup[image: External link] and also hosted the 2015 Rugby World Cup[image: External link].[327] The top level of club participation is the English Premiership[image: External link]. Leicester Tigers[image: External link], London Wasps[image: External link], Bath Rugby[image: External link] and Northampton Saints[image: External link] have had success in the Europe-wide Heineken Cup[image: External link].

Rugby league[image: External link] was born in Huddersfield[image: External link] in 1895. Since 2008, the England national rugby league team[image: External link] has been a full test nation in lieu of the Great Britain national rugby league team[image: External link], which won three World Cups[image: External link] but is now retired. Club sides play in Super League[image: External link], the present-day embodiment of the Rugby Football League Championship[image: External link]. Rugby League is most popular among towns in the northern English counties of Lancashire[image: External link], Yorkshire[image: External link] and Cumbria[image: External link].[328] All eleven English clubs in Super League are based in the north of England. Some of the most successful clubs include Wigan Warriors[image: External link], St. Helens[image: External link], Leeds Rhinos[image: External link] and Huddersfield Giants[image: External link]; the former three have all won the World Club Challenge[image: External link] previously.

Golf[image: External link] has been prominent in England; due in part to its cultural and geographical ties to Scotland, the home of Golf[image: External link].[329] There are both professional tours for men and women, in two main tours: the PGA[image: External link] and the European Tour[image: External link]. England has produced grand slam winners: Cyril Walker[image: External link], Tony Jacklin[image: External link], Nick Faldo[image: External link], and Justin Rose[image: External link] in the men's and Laura Davies[image: External link], Alison Nicholas[image: External link], and Karen Stupples[image: External link] in the women's. The world's oldest golf tournament, and golf's first major, is The Open Championship[image: External link], played both in England and Scotland. The biennial golf competition, the Ryder Cup[image: External link], is named after English businessman Samuel Ryder[image: External link] who sponsored the event and donated the trophy.[330] Nick Faldo is the most successful Ryder Cup player ever, having won the most points (25) of any player on either the European or US teams.[331]

Tennis[image: External link] was created in Birmingham, England in the late 19th century, and the Wimbledon Championships[image: External link] is the oldest tennis tournament in the world, and widely considered the most prestigious.[333][334] Fred Perry[image: External link] was the last Englishman to win Wimbledon in 1936. He was the first player to win all four Grand Slam[image: External link] singles titles[335] and helped lead the Great Britain[image: External link] team to victory over France[image: External link] in the Davis Cup[image: External link] in 1933. English women who have won Wimbledon include: Ann Haydon Jones[image: External link] won in 1969 and Virginia Wade[image: External link] in 1977.

In boxing[image: External link], under the Marquess of Queensberry Rules[image: External link], England has produced many world champions across the weight divisions internationally recognised by the governing bodies. World champions include Bob Fitzsimmons[image: External link], Ted "Kid" Lewis[image: External link], Randolph Turpin[image: External link], Nigel Benn[image: External link], Chris Eubank[image: External link], Frank Bruno[image: External link], Lennox Lewis[image: External link], Ricky Hatton[image: External link], Naseem Hamed[image: External link], Amir Khan[image: External link], Carl Froch[image: External link], and David Haye[image: External link].[336] In women's boxing, Nicola Adams[image: External link] became the world's first woman to win an Olympic boxing Gold medal at the 2012 Summer Olympics[image: External link].

The 1950 British Grand Prix[image: External link] at Silverstone[image: External link] was the first race in the newly created Formula One World Championship[image: External link].[337] Since then, England has produced some of the greatest drivers in the sport, including; John Surtees[image: External link], Stirling Moss[image: External link], Graham Hill[image: External link] (only driver to have won the Triple Crown[image: External link]), Nigel Mansell[image: External link] (only man to hold F1 and IndyCar titles at the same time), Damon Hill[image: External link], Lewis Hamilton[image: External link] and Jenson Button[image: External link].[338] It has manufactured some of the most technically advanced racing cars, and many of today's racing companies choose England as their base of operations for its engineering knowledge and organisation. McLaren Automotive[image: External link], Williams F1[image: External link], Team Lotus[image: External link], Honda[image: External link], Brawn GP[image: External link], Benetton[image: External link], Renault[image: External link], and Red Bull Racing[image: External link] are all, or have been, located in the south of England. England also has a rich heritage in Grand Prix motorcycle racing[image: External link], the premier championship of motorcycle[image: External link] road racing[image: External link], and produced several World Champions across all the various class of motorcycle: Mike Hailwood[image: External link], John Surtees[image: External link], Phil Read[image: External link], Geoff Duke[image: External link], and Barry Sheene[image: External link].

Darts[image: External link] is a widely popular sport in England; a professional competitive sport, darts is a traditional pub game[image: External link]. The sport is governed by the World Darts Federation[image: External link], one of its member organisations is the BDO[image: External link], which annually stages the Lakeside World Professional Championship, the other being the Professional Darts Corporation[image: External link] (PDC), which runs its own world championship at Alexandra Palace[image: External link] in London. Phil Taylor[image: External link] is widely regarded as the best darts player of all time, having won 187 professional tournaments, and a record 16 World Championships[image: External link].[339][340] Trina Gulliver[image: External link] is the ten-time Women's World Professional Darts Champion of the British Darts Organisation[image: External link]. Another popular sport commonly associated with pub games is Snooker[image: External link], and England has produced several world champions, including Steve Davis[image: External link] and Ronnie O'Sullivan[image: External link].

The English are keen sailors[image: External link] and enjoy competitive sailing[image: External link]; founding and winning some of the worlds most famous and respected international competitive tournaments across the various race formats, including the match race[image: External link], a regatta, and the America's Cup[image: External link]. England has produced some of the world's greatest sailors, including, Francis Chichester[image: External link], Herbert Hasler[image: External link], John Ridgway[image: External link], Robin Knox-Johnston[image: External link], Ellen MacArthur[image: External link], Mike Golding[image: External link], Paul Goodison[image: External link], and the most successful Olympic sailor ever Ben Ainslie[image: External link].[341]
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See: National symbols of England[image: External link]


The St George's Cross has been the national flag of England[image: External link] since the 13th century. Originally the flag was used by the maritime Republic of Genoa[image: External link]. The English monarch paid a tribute to the Doge of Genoa[image: External link] from 1190 onwards, so that English ships could fly the flag as a means of protection when entering the Mediterranean. A red cross was a symbol for many Crusaders[image: External link] in the 12th and 13th centuries. It became associated with Saint George[image: External link], along with countries and cities, which claimed him as their patron saint[image: External link] and used his cross as a banner.[342] Since 1606 the St George's Cross has formed part of the design of the Union Flag[image: External link], a Pan-British flag designed by King James I[image: External link].[224]

There are numerous other symbols and symbolic artefacts, both official and unofficial, including the Tudor rose[image: External link], the nation's floral emblem[image: External link], and the Three Lions featured on the Royal Arms of England[image: External link]. The Tudor rose was adopted as a national emblem of England around the time of the Wars of the Roses[image: External link] as a symbol of peace.[343] It is a syncretic[image: External link] symbol in that it merged the white rose of the Yorkists[image: External link] and the red rose of the Lancastrians[image: External link]—cadet branches of the Plantagenets[image: External link] who went to war over control of the nation. It is also known as the Rose of England.[344] The oak[image: External link] tree is a symbol of England, representing strength and endurance. The Royal Oak[image: External link] symbol and Oak Apple Day[image: External link] commemorate the escape of King Charles II[image: External link] from the grasp of the parliamentarians after his father's execution: he hid in an oak tree to avoid detection before safely reaching exile.

The Royal Arms of England, a national coat of arms[image: External link] featuring three lions, originated with its adoption by Richard the Lionheart[image: External link] in 1198. It is blazoned[image: External link] as gules, three lions passant guardant or and it provides one of the most prominent symbols of England; it is similar to the traditional arms of Normandy[image: External link]. England does not have an official designated national anthem, as the United Kingdom as a whole has God Save the Queen[image: External link]. However, the following are often considered unofficial English national anthems: Jerusalem[image: External link], Land of Hope and Glory[image: External link] (used for England during the 2002 Commonwealth Games[image: External link]),[345] and I Vow to Thee, My Country[image: External link]. England's National Day[image: External link] is 23 April which is St George's Day[image: External link]: St George is the patron saint of England.[346]
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Outline of England[image: External link]

	Outline of the United Kingdom[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ According to the European Statistical Agency[image: External link], London is the largest Larger Urban Zone[image: External link] in the EU, a measure of metropolitan area which comprises a city's urban core as well as its surrounding commuting zone. London's municipal population is also the largest in the EU[image: External link].


	
^ As Roger Scruton[image: External link] explains, "The Reformation must not be confused with the changes introduced into the Church of England during the 'Reformation Parliament' of 1529–36, which were of a political rather than a religious nature, designed to unite the secular and religious sources of authority within a single sovereign power: the Anglican Church did not make substantial change in doctrine until later."[59]


	
^ Figure of 550,000 military deaths is for England and Wales[80]


	
^ For instance, in 1980 around 50 million Americans[image: External link] claimed English ancestry[image: External link].[181] In Canada there are around 6.5 million Canadians[image: External link] who claim English ancestry[image: External link].[182] Around 70% of Australians[image: External link] in 1999 denoted their origins as Anglo-Celtic[image: External link], a category which includes all peoples from Great Britain and Ireland.[183] Chileans of English descent[image: External link] are somewhat of an anomaly in that Chile[image: External link] itself was never part of the British Empire, but today there are around 420,000 people of English origins living there.[184]


	
^ People who strictly identified as "Pagan". Other Pagan paths, such as Wicca or Druidism, have not been included in this number.[227]


	
^ People who strictly identified as "Pagan". Other Pagan paths, such as Wicca or Druidism, have not been included in this number.[227]


	
^ People who strictly identified as "Wiccan". Other Pagan paths, such as Druidism, and general "Pagan" have not been included in this number.[227]


	
^ Students attending English universities now have to pay tuition fees towards the cost of their education, as do English students who choose to attend university in Scotland. Scottish students attending Scottish universities have their fees paid by the devolved Scottish Parliament.[98]


	
^ While people such as Norman Foster[image: External link] and Richard Rogers[image: External link] represent the modernist movement, Prince Charles[image: External link] since the 1980s has voiced strong views against it in favour of traditional architecture and put his ideas into practice at his Poundbury[image: External link] development in Dorset.[244] Architects like Raymond Erith[image: External link], Francis Johnson[image: External link] and Quinlan Terry[image: External link] continued to practise in the classical style.


	
^ These tales may have come to prominence, at least in part, as an attempt by the Norman ruling elite to legitimise their rule of the British Isles, finding Anglo-Saxon[image: External link] history ill-suited to the task during an era when members of the deposed House of Wessex[image: External link], especially Edgar the Ætheling[image: External link] and his nephews of the Scottish House of Dunkeld[image: External link], were still active in the isles.[248][250] Also Michael Wood[image: External link] explains; "Over the centuries the figure of Arthur became a symbol of British history—a way of explaining the matter of Britain, the relationship between the Saxons and the Celts, and a way of exorcising ghosts and healing the wounds of the past."[247]
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English People





The English are a nation[image: External link] and an ethnic group[image: External link] native to England, who speak the English language[image: External link]. The English identity is of early medieval[image: External link] origin, when they were known in Old English[image: External link] as the Angelcynn ("family of the Angles[image: External link]"). Their ethnonym[image: External link] is derived from the Angles, one of the Germanic peoples[image: External link] who migrated to Great Britain[image: External link] around the 5th century AD.[6] England is one of the countries of the United Kingdom[image: External link].

Historically, the English population is descended from several peoples — the earlier Britons (or Brythons)[image: External link] and the Germanic tribes[image: External link] that settled in Britain following the withdrawal of the Romans[image: External link], including Angles[image: External link], Saxons[image: External link], Jutes[image: External link] and Frisians[image: External link]. Collectively known as the Anglo-Saxons[image: External link], they founded what was to become England (from the Old English Englaland) along with the later Danes[image: External link], Normans[image: External link] and other groups. In the Acts of Union 1707[image: External link], the Kingdom of England[image: External link] was succeeded by the Kingdom of Great Britain[image: External link].[7] Over the years, English customs and identity[image: External link] have become fairly closely aligned with British customs and identity[image: External link] in general.

Today many English people have recent forebears from other parts of the United Kingdom[image: External link], while some are also descended from more recent immigrants from other European countries and from the Commonwealth[image: External link].

The English people are the source of the English language[image: External link], the Westminster system[image: External link], the common law[image: External link] system and numerous major sports such as cricket[image: External link], football[image: External link],[8] rugby union[image: External link], rugby league[image: External link] and tennis[image: External link]. These and other English cultural characteristics have spread worldwide, in part as a result of the former British Empire[image: External link].
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 English nationality




The concept of an "English nation" is far older than that of the "British nation", and the 1990s witnessed a revival in English self-consciousness.[9] This is linked to the expressions of national self-awareness of the other British nations of Wales[image: External link] and Scotland[image: External link]  – which take their most solid form in the new devolved[image: External link] political arrangements within the United Kingdom  – and the waning of a shared British national identity with the growing distance between the end of the British Empire[image: External link] and the present.[10][11][12]

Many recent immigrants to England have assumed a solely British identity, while others have developed dual or mixed identities.[13][14] Use of the word "English" to describe Britons from ethnic minorities[image: External link] in England is complicated by most non-white people in England identifying as British rather than English. In their 2004 Annual Population Survey, the Office for National Statistics[image: External link] compared the ethnic identities of British people with their perceived national identity[image: External link]. They found that while 58% of white people[image: External link] in England described their nationality as "English", the vast majority of non-white people called themselves "British".[15]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Relationship to Britishness




It is unclear how many British people consider themselves English. In the 2001 UK census[image: External link], respondents were invited to state their ethnicity, but while there were tick boxes[image: External link] for ' Irish'[image: External link] and for ' Scottish'[image: External link], there were none for 'English', or ' Welsh'[image: External link], who were subsumed into the general heading 'White British'.[16] Following complaints about this, the 2011 census was changed to "allow respondents to record their English, Welsh, Scottish, Northern Irish, Irish or other identity."[17] Another complication in defining the English is a common tendency for the words "English" and "British" to be used interchangeably, especially overseas. In his study of English identity, Krishan Kumar[image: External link] describes a common slip of the tongue in which people say "English, I mean British". He notes that this slip is normally made only by the English themselves and by foreigners: "Non-English members of the United Kingdom rarely say 'British' when they mean 'English'". Kumar suggests that although this blurring is a sign of England's dominant position with the UK, it is also "problematic for the English [...] when it comes to conceiving of their national identity. It tells of the difficulty that most English people have of distinguishing themselves, in a collective way, from the other inhabitants of the British Isles".[18]

In 1965, the historian A. J. P. Taylor[image: External link] wrote,


	"When the Oxford History of England[image: External link] was launched a generation ago, "England" was still an all-embracing word. It meant indiscriminately England and Wales; Great Britain; the United Kingdom; and even the British Empire. Foreigners used it as the name of a Great Power[image: External link] and indeed continue to do so. Bonar Law[image: External link], by origin a Scotch Canadian[image: External link], was not ashamed to describe himself as "Prime Minister of England" [...] Now terms have become more rigorous. The use of "England" except for a geographic area brings protests, especially from the Scotch[image: External link]."[19]




However, although Taylor believed this blurring effect was dying out, in his book The Isles (1999), Norman Davies[image: External link] lists numerous examples in history books of "British" still being used to mean "English" and vice versa.[20]

In December 2010, Matthew Parris[image: External link] in The Spectator[image: External link], analysing the use of "English" over "British", argued that English identity, rather than growing, had existed all along but has recently been unmasked from behind a veneer of Britishness.[21]
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See: Anglo-Saxon settlement of Britain[image: External link]


There is an ongoing debate between historians, geneticists and others about the extent to which historical changes in the culture of the British Isles corresponds to historical migration events of Germanic tribes[image: External link], and to the extent of these migrations. The traditional view of historians is that the English are primarily descended from the Anglo-Saxons[image: External link], the term used to describe the various Germanic[image: External link] tribes that migrated to the island of Great Britain[image: External link] following the end of the Roman occupation of Britain[image: External link], with assimilation of later migrants such as the Norse Vikings[image: External link] and Normans[image: External link]. This version of history is now regarded by many historians as incorrect, on the basis of more recent genetic[image: External link] and archaeological research. Based on a re-estimation of the number of settlers, some have taken the view that it is highly unlikely that the existing British Celtic-speaking population was substantially displaced by the Anglo-Saxons and that instead a process of acculturation took place, with an Anglo-Saxon ruling elite imposing their culture on the local populations.[22][23] Research into the genetic history of the British Isles[image: External link], conducted by Stephen Oppenheimer[image: External link] in 2007 appears to support this theory, not showing a clear dividing line between the English and their 'Celtic' neighbours, but a gradual clinal[image: External link] change from west coast Britain to east coast Britain originating from upper palaeolithic and Mesolithic era variations in a Pre-Indo-European population, which Oppenheimer argues to form the basis of the modern population of the British Isles rather than Germanic tribes or Celts.[24][25] More recent genetic studies of ancient British DNA have refuted the hypothesis that the Anglo-Saxon invaders formed an elite class largely separate from the indigenous population, finding that samples from culturally Anglo-Saxon graveyards contained individuals who were more Celtic, suggesting a high level of intermingling between the Anglo-Saxons and the native Britons.[26] The 2016 study authored by Stephan Schiffels et al. found the Anglo-Saxons to have significantly impacted the genetic composition of the British Isles, so that on average the contemporary East English population derives 38% of its ancestry from Anglo-Saxon migrations, with this proportion varying in other parts of Britain that saw less of the migration or the migration of different Germanic tribes.[27] The remaining portion of English DNA is primarily French, introduced in a migration after the end of the Ice Age[image: External link].[28]

The theory that the English people are primarily descended from Anglo-Saxons is based largely on the dramatic cultural changes in Britain following their migration. The Celtic language was almost totally displaced by Anglo-Saxon and there was a complete shift towards North-West German farming methods and pottery styles.[29] However, the Brythonic languages[image: External link] such as Cornish[image: External link], Cumbric[image: External link] and Welsh[image: External link], held on for several centuries in parts of England such as Cornwall[image: External link], Devon[image: External link], Cumbria[image: External link] and a part of Lancashire[image: External link].[30][31] Many historians, while making allowance for the limited survival of the Britons in England, hold to the view that there was significant displacement of the indigenous population after the Germanic migrations.[32][33]
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See: History of England[image: External link]
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The first people to be called 'English' were the Anglo-Saxons[image: External link], a group of closely related Germanic[image: External link] tribes that began migrating to eastern and southern Great Britain, from southern Denmark[image: External link] and northern Germany[image: External link], in the 5th century AD, after the Romans had withdrawn from Britain[image: External link]. The Anglo-Saxons gave their name to England (Engla land, meaning "Land of the Angles") and to the English.

The Anglo-Saxons arrived in a land that was already populated by people commonly referred to as the ' Romano-British[image: External link]'—the descendants of the native Brythonic-speaking population that lived in the area of Britain under Roman rule during the 1st–5th centuries AD. The multi-ethnic nature of the Roman Empire[image: External link] meant that small numbers of other peoples may have also been present in England before the Anglo-Saxons arrived. There is archaeological evidence, for example, of an early North African presence in a Roman garrison at Aballava[image: External link], now Burgh-by-Sands[image: External link], in Cumbria: a 4th-century inscription says that the Roman military unit Numerus Maurorum Aurelianorum ("unit of Aurelian Moors") from Mauretania (Morocco) was stationed there.[34] Although the Roman Empire incorporated peoples from far and wide, genetic studies suggest they were not significantly mixed into the British population.[35]

The exact nature of the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons[image: External link] and their relationship with the Romano-British is a matter of debate. Traditionally, it was believed that a mass invasion by various Anglo-Saxon tribes largely displaced the indigenous British population in southern and eastern Great Britain (modern-day England with the exception of Cornwall[image: External link]). This was supported by the writings of Gildas[image: External link], the only contemporary historical account of the period, describing slaughter and starvation of native Britons by invading tribes (aduentus Saxonum[image: External link]).[36] Furthermore, the English language contains no more than a handful of words borrowed from Brythonic[image: External link] sources.[37]

However, this view has been re-evaluated by some archaeologists and historians since the 1960s; and more recently supported by genetic studies,[25] which see only minimal evidence for mass displacement. Archaeologist Francis Pryor[image: External link] has stated that he "can't see any evidence for bona fide mass migrations after the Neolithic[image: External link]."[38]

While the historian Malcolm Todd writes "It is much more likely that a large proportion of the British population remained in place and was progressively dominated by a Germanic aristocracy, in some cases marrying into it and leaving Celtic names in the, admittedly very dubious, early lists of Anglo-Saxon dynasties. But how we identify the surviving Britons in areas of predominantly Anglo-Saxon settlement, either archaeologically or linguistically, is still one of the deepest problems of early English history."[39]

In a survey of the genes of British and Irish men, even those British regions that were most genetically similar to (Germanic speaking) continental regions were still more genetically British than continental: "When included in the PC analysis, the Frisians were more 'Continental' than any of the British samples, although they were somewhat closer to the British ones than the North German/Denmark sample. For example, the part of mainland Britain that has the most Continental input is Central England, but even here the AMH+1[image: External link] frequency, not below 44% (Southwell), is higher than the 35% observed in the Frisians. These results demonstrate that even with the choice of Frisians as a source for the Anglo-Saxons, there is a clear indication of a continuing indigenous component in the English paternal genetic makeup."[40]
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From about 800 AD waves of Danish[image: External link] Viking assaults on the coastlines of the British Isles[image: External link] were gradually followed by a succession of Danish settlers in England. At first, the Vikings were very much considered a separate people from the English. This separation was enshrined when Alfred the Great[image: External link] signed the Treaty of Alfred and Guthrum[image: External link] to establish the Danelaw, a division of England between English and Danish rule, with the Danes occupying northern and eastern England.[41]

However, Alfred's successors subsequently won military victories against the Danes, incorporating much of the Danelaw into the nascent kingdom of England. Danish invasions continued into the 11th century, and there were both English and Danish kings in the period following the unification of England (for example, Æthelred II[image: External link] (978–1013 and 1014–1016) was English but Cnut[image: External link] (1016–1035) was Danish).

Gradually, the Danes in England came to be seen as 'English'. They had a noticeable impact on the English language: many English words, such as anger, ball, egg, got, knife, take, and they, are of Old Norse origin[image: External link],[42] and place names that end in -thwaite and -by are Scandinavian in origin.[43]
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The English population was not politically unified until the 10th century. Before then, it consisted of a number of petty kingdoms[image: External link] which gradually coalesced into a Heptarchy[image: External link] of seven powerful states, the most powerful of which were Mercia[image: External link] and Wessex[image: External link]. The English nation state[image: External link] began to form when the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms united against Danish Viking invasions, which began around 800 AD. Over the following century and a half England was for the most part a politically unified entity, and remained permanently so after 959.

The nation of England was formed in 937 by Athelstan[image: External link] of Wessex after the Battle of Brunanburh[image: External link],[44][45] as Wessex grew from a relatively small kingdom in the South West to become the founder of the Kingdom of the English, incorporating all Anglo-Saxon[image: External link] kingdoms and the Danelaw.[46]
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The Norman conquest of England[image: External link] during 1066 brought Anglo-Saxon and Danish rule of England to an end, as the new French speaking[image: External link] Norman[image: External link] elite almost universally replaced the Anglo-Saxon aristocracy and church leaders. After the conquest, "English" normally included all natives of England, whether they were of Anglo-Saxon, Scandinavian or Celtic ancestry, to distinguish them from the Norman invaders, who were regarded as "Norman" even if born in England, for a generation or two after the Conquest.[47] The Norman dynasty ruled England for 87 years until the death of King Stephen[image: External link] in 1154, when the succession passed to Henry II[image: External link], House of Plantagenet[image: External link] (based in France), and England became part of the Angevin Empire[image: External link] until 1399.

Various contemporary sources suggest that within 50 years of the invasion most of the Normans outside the royal court had switched to English, with Anglo-Norman[image: External link] remaining the prestige language of government and law largely out of social inertia. For example, Orderic Vitalis, a historian born in 1075 and the son of a Norman knight, said that he learned French only as a second language. Anglo-Norman continued to be used by the Plantagenet kings until Edward I[image: External link] came to the throne.[48] Over time the English language became more important even in the court, and the Normans were gradually assimilated, until, by the 14th century, both rulers and subjects regarded themselves as English and spoke the English language.[49]

Despite the assimilation of the Normans, the distinction between 'English' and 'French' survived in official documents long after it had fallen out of common use, in particular in the legal phrase Presentment of Englishry[image: External link] (a rule by which a hundred[image: External link] had to prove an unidentified murdered body found on their soil to be that of an Englishman, rather than a Norman, if they wanted to avoid a fine). This law was abolished in 1340.[50]
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See: History of the formation of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


Since the 18th century, England has been one part of a wider political entity covering all or part of the British Isles, which today is called the United Kingdom. Wales[image: External link] was annexed[image: External link] by England by the Laws in Wales Acts 1535–1542[image: External link], which incorporated Wales into the English state.[51] A new British identity was subsequently developed when James VI of Scotland[image: External link] became James I of England[image: External link] as well, and expressed the desire to be known as the monarch of Britain.[52]

In 1707, England formed a union with Scotland[image: External link] by passing an Act of Union[image: External link] in March 1707 that ratified the Treaty of Union[image: External link]. The Parliament of Scotland[image: External link] had previously passed its own Act of Union, so the Kingdom of Great Britain[image: External link] was born on 1 May 1707. In 1801, another Act of Union[image: External link] formed a union between the Kingdom of Great Britain and the Kingdom of Ireland[image: External link], creating the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland[image: External link]. In 1922, about two-thirds of the Irish population (those who lived in 26 of the 32 counties of Ireland), left the United Kingdom to form the Irish Free State[image: External link]. The remainder became the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, although this name was not introduced until 1927, after some years in which the term "United Kingdom" had been little used.

Throughout the history of the UK, the English have been dominant in population and in political weight. As a consequence, notions of 'Englishness' and 'Britishness' are often very similar. At the same time, after the Union of 1707, the English, along with the other peoples of the British Isles, have been encouraged to think of themselves as British rather than to identify themselves with the constituent nations.[53]
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England has been the destination of varied numbers of migrants at different periods from the 17th century onwards. While some members of these groups seek to practise a form of pluralism, attempting to maintain a separate ethnic identity, others have assimilated[image: External link] and intermarried[image: External link] with the English. Since Oliver Cromwell[image: External link]'s resettlement of the Jews[image: External link] in 1656, there have been waves of Jewish immigration from Russia[image: External link] in the 19th century and from Germany in the 20th.[54]

After the French king Louis XIV[image: External link] declared Protestantism[image: External link] illegal in 1685 in the Edict of Fontainebleau[image: External link], an estimated 50,000 Protestant Huguenots[image: External link] fled to England.[55] Due to sustained and sometimes mass emigration from Ireland, current estimates indicate that around 6 million people throughout the entirety of the UK have at least one grandparent born in Ireland.[56]

There has been a black[image: External link] presence in England since the 16th century due to the slave trade[image: External link],[57] and an Indian[image: External link] presence since at least the 17th century because of the East India Company[image: External link][58] and British Raj[image: External link].[57] Black[image: External link] and Asian[image: External link] populations have grown throughout the UK generally, as immigration from the British Empire and the subsequent Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link] was encouraged due to labour shortages during post-war rebuilding.[59] However, these groups are often still considered to be ethnic minorities and research has shown that black and Asian people in the UK are more likely to identify as British rather than with one of the state's four constituent nations, including England.[60]
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The 1990s witnessed a resurgence of English national identity.[61] Survey data shows a rise in the number of people in England describing their national identity as English and a fall in the number describing themselves as British.[62] Today, black and minority ethnic people of England still generally identify as British rather than English to a greater extent than their white counterparts;[63] however, groups such as The Campaign for an English Parliament (CEP)[image: External link] suggest the emergence of a broader civic and multi-ethnic English nationhood. Scholars and journalists have noted a rise in English self-consciousness, with increased use of the English flag[image: External link], particularly at football matches where the Union flag[image: External link] was previously more commonly flown by fans.[64][65]

This perceived rise in English self-consciousness has generally been attributed to the devolution[image: External link] in the late 1990s of some powers to the Scottish Parliament[image: External link] and National Assembly for Wales[image: External link].[61][66] In policy areas for which the devolved administrations in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland[image: External link] have responsibility, the UK Parliament votes on laws that consequently only apply to England. Because the Westminster Parliament is composed of MPs from throughout the United Kingdom, this has given rise to the "West Lothian question[image: External link]", a reference to the situation in which MPs representing constituencies outside England can vote on matters affecting only England, but MPs cannot vote on the same matters in relation to the other parts of the UK.[67] Consequently, groups such as the Campaign for an English Parliament[image: External link] have called for the creation of a devolved English Parliament[image: External link], claiming that there is now a discriminatory democratic deficit against the English. The establishment of an English parliament has also been backed by a number of Scottish and Welsh nationalists.[68][69] Writer Paul Johnson[image: External link] has suggested that like most dominant groups, the English have only demonstrated interest in their ethnic self-definition when they were feeling oppressed.[70]

John Curtice[image: External link] argues that "In the early years of devolution...there was little sign" of an English backlash against devolution for Scotland and Wales, but that more recently survey data shows tentative signs of "a form of English nationalism...beginning to emerge among the general public".[71] Michael Kenny, Richard English[image: External link] and Richard Hayton, meanwhile, argue that the resurgence in English nationalism predates devolution, being observable in the early 1990s, but that this resurgence does not necessarily have negative implications for the perception of the UK as a political union.[72] Others question whether devolution has led to a rise in English national identity at all, arguing that survey data fails to portray the complex nature of national identities, with many people considering themselves both English and British.[73]

Recent surveys of public opinion on the establishment of an English parliament have given widely varying conclusions. In the first five years of devolution for Scotland and Wales, support in England for the establishment of an English parliament was low at between 16 and 19%, according to successive British Social Attitudes Surveys[image: External link].[74] A report, also based on the British Social Attitudes Survey, published in December 2010 suggests that only 29% of people in England support the establishment of an English parliament, though this figure had risen from 17% in 2007.[75] One 2007 poll carried out for BBC[image: External link] Newsnight[image: External link], however, found that 61 per cent would support such a parliament being established.[76] Krishan Kumar notes that support for measures to ensure that only English MPs can vote on legislation that applies only to England is generally higher than that for the establishment of an English parliament, although support for both varies depending on the timing of the opinion poll and the wording of the question.[77] Electoral support for English nationalist parties is also low, even though there is public support for many of the policies they espouse.[78] The English Democrats[image: External link] gained just 64,826 votes in the 2010 UK general election[image: External link], accounting for 0.3 per cent of all votes cast in England.[79] Kumar argued in 2010 that "despite devolution and occasional bursts of English nationalism – more an expression of exasperation with the Scots or Northern Irish – the English remain on the whole satisfied with current constitutional arrangements".[80]
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	Number of the English diaspora



	Year
	Population
	% of the local population



	2011 Australia Census[image: External link][81][82]
	7,238,533
	36.1
	
 





	2011 Scotland Census[image: External link][83]
	459,486
	8.68
	
 





	2013 United States ACS[image: External link][84]
	27,657,961
	7.7
	
 





	2011 Canada Census[image: External link][85]
	6,509,500
	19.81
	
 






From the earliest times English people have left England to settle in other parts of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, but it is not possible to identify their numbers, as British censuses have historically not invited respondents to identify themselves as English.[86] However, the census does record place of birth, revealing that 8.08% of Scotland's population,[87] 3.66% of the population of Northern Ireland[image: External link][88] and 20% of the Welsh population were born in England.[89] Similarly, the census of the Republic of Ireland does not collect information on ethnicity, but it does record that there are over 200,000 people living in Ireland who were born in England and Wales[image: External link].[90]

English emigrant and ethnic descent communities are found primarily in the Western World[image: External link], and in some places, settled in significant numbers. Substantial populations descended from English colonists and immigrants exist in the United States, Canada, Australia, South Africa and New Zealand.
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See: English American[image: External link]


In the 2013 American Community Survey[image: External link], English Americans[image: External link] were (7.7%) of the total United States population behind the German Americans[image: External link] at (14.6%) and Irish Americans[image: External link] at (10.5%).[92] However, demographers[image: External link] regard this as a serious undercount, as the index of inconsistency is high, and many, if not most, people from English stock have a tendency (since the introduction of a new 'American' category in the 2000 census) to identify as simply Americans[image: External link][93][94][95][96] or if of mixed European ancestry, identify with a more recent and differentiated ethnic group.[97]

In the 2000 United States Census[image: External link], 24,509,692 Americans described their ancestry[image: External link] as wholly or partly English. In addition, 1,035,133 recorded British ancestry.[98]

In the 1980 United States Census[image: External link], over 49 million (49,598,035) Americans claimed English ancestry, at the time around 26.34% of the total population and largest reported group which, even today, would make them the largest ethnic group in the United States.[99][100] Six out of the ten most common[image: External link] surnames[image: External link] in the United States are of English origin,[not in citation given[image: External link]] the other four are of Welsh and Spanish origin.[101] Scots-Irish Americans[image: External link] are descendants of Lowland Scots[image: External link] and Northern English[image: External link] (specifically: County Durham[image: External link], Cumberland[image: External link], Northumberland[image: External link] and Westmorland[image: External link]) settlers who colonised Ireland during the Plantation of Ulster[image: External link] in the 17th century.

Americans[image: External link] of English heritage are often seen, and identify, as simply "American" due to the many historic cultural ties between England and the U.S. and their influence on the country's population. Relative to ethnic groups of other European origins, this may be due to the early establishment of English settlements; as well as to non-English groups having emigrated in order to establish significant communities.[102]
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See: English Canadian[image: External link]


In the 2006 Canadian Census[image: External link], 'English' was the most common ethnic origin (ethnic origin refers to the ethnic or cultural group(s) to which the respondent's ancestors belong[103]) recorded by respondents; 6,570,015 people described themselves as wholly or partly English, 16% of the population.[104] On the other hand, people identifying as Canadian but not English may have previously identified as English before the option of identifying as Canadian was available.[105]
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See: English Australian[image: External link]


From the beginning of the colonial era[image: External link] until the mid-20th century, the vast majority of settlers to Australia were from the British Isles[image: External link], with the English being the dominant group, followed by the Irish and Scottish. Among the leading ancestries, increases in Australian, Irish and German ancestries and decreases in English, Scottish and Welsh ancestries appear to reflect such shifts in perception or reporting. These reporting shifts at least partly resulted from changes in the design of the census question, in particular the introduction of a tick box format in 2001.[106]

Until 1859, 2.2 million (73%) of the free settlers who immigrated were British.[107]

Australians[image: External link] of English descent, are both the single largest ethnic group in Australia[image: External link] and the largest 'ancestry' identity in the Australian Census.[108] In the 2011 census, 7.2 million or 36.1% of respondents identified as "English" or a combination including English, such as English-Australian. The census also documented 910,000 residents of Australia as being born in England.[109][110] English Australians have more often come from the south[image: External link] than the north of England[image: External link].[111]
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Since the 1980s there have been increasingly large numbers of English people, estimated at over 3 million, permanently or semi-permanently living in Spain and France, drawn there by the climate and cheaper house prices.[112][not in citation given[image: External link]]

Significant numbers of people with at least some English ancestry[image: External link] also live in New Zealand[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link] and South America[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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See: Culture of England[image: External link]


The culture of England is sometimes difficult to separate clearly from the culture of the United Kingdom[image: External link],[113] so influential has English culture been on the cultures of the British Isles and, on the other hand, given the extent to which other cultures have influenced life in England.
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The Brothers Grimm (film)





The Brothers Grimm is a 2005 adventure[image: External link] fantasy film[image: External link] directed by Terry Gilliam. The film stars Matt Damon, Heath Ledger, and Lena Headey in an exaggerated and fictitious portrait of the Brothers Grimm[image: External link] as traveling con-artists[image: External link] in French-occupied Germany, during the early 19th century. However, the brothers eventually encounter a genuine fairy tale[image: External link] curse which requires real courage instead of their usual bogus exorcisms[image: External link]. Supporting characters are played by Peter Stormare[image: External link], Jonathan Pryce[image: External link], and Monica Bellucci[image: External link].

In February 2001, Ehren Kruger[image: External link] sold his spec script[image: External link] to Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] (MGM). With Gilliam's hiring as director, the script was rewritten by Gilliam and Tony Grisoni[image: External link], but the Writers Guild of America[image: External link] refused to credit them for their work, thus Kruger received sole credit. MGM eventually dropped out as distributor, but decided to co-finance The Brothers Grimm with Dimension Films[image: External link] and Summit Entertainment[image: External link], while Dimension took over distribution duties.

The film was shot entirely in the Czech Republic[image: External link]. Gilliam often had on-set tensions with brothers Bob[image: External link] and Harvey Weinstein[image: External link], which caused the original theatrical release date to be delayed nearly ten months. The Brothers Grimm was finally released on 26 August 2005 with mixed reviews and a $105.3 million box office performance.

This also marks Terry Gilliam's first film to receive a PG-13 rating by the MPAA.
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 Plot






	This article's plot summary may be too long[image: External link] or excessively detailed[image: External link]. Please help improve it[image: External link] by removing unnecessary details and making it more concise. (September 2015) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




Wilhelm Grimm[image: External link] (Matt Damon) and Jakob Grimm[image: External link] (Heath Ledger) arrive in French-occupied Germany during the early 1800s[image: External link]. They go to Karlstadt[image: External link] to rid the town of a witch's ghost. After killing the "ghost", it is revealed that the Brothers Grimm have actually set up a fake witch to trick the town. Afterwards, as they are celebrating, Italian torturer Mercurio Cavaldi (Peter Stormare) takes them to the French General Delatombe (Jonathan Pryce).

Delatombe forces them to solve a mystery: The girls of the small village of Marbaden are disappearing, and the villagers are convinced that supernatural beings are responsible. The Grimms are charged with finding who is responsible, and they soon discover that it is the work of a real supernatural force: a beautiful, yet evil, 500-year-old Thuringian[image: External link] Queen (Monica Bellucci) stealing young girls to restore her own beauty.

Long ago, King Childeric I[image: External link] came to the forest to build a city while the Queen experimented with black magic[image: External link] to gain eternal life. A plague swept through the land, and she hid in her tower, while her husband and everyone below her perished. Her spell granted her immortal life, but not the youth and beauty to go along with it. Her youthful appearance now only exists in her mirror, the source of her life, as an illusion and nothing more.

She needs to drink the blood of twelve young girls to regain her beauty; ten have already been reported missing. The Queen is working an enchantment to regain her beauty with the aid of her werewolf[image: External link] huntsman and his magic axe, crow familiars[image: External link], and various creatures in the forest. The Grimms, with the help of Cavaldi and Angelika (Lena Headey), a knowing huntress from the village, intend to destroy the Mirror Queen.

After another girl goes missing, Cavaldi takes the Grimms and Angelika back to Delatombe. Because they have failed, Cavaldi is ordered to kill both the Grimms; but, after convincing Delatombe that the magic in the forest is actually caused by German rebels, he sends them back. While Cavaldi stays behind with Angelika in the village, the brothers attempt to get into the tower. Jake succeeds and discovers the Queen and the power of her mirror. Meanwhile, another girl, named Sasha, is captured despite Angelika and Cavaldi's efforts to save her.

Jake rides into the forest alone after a spat with Will, who follows him. After mistaking a dummy that is smashed into the tower for Jake, Will realizes that Jake needs him to believe in him and assists Jake in climbing up the tower. On the roof of the tower, Jake notices twelve crypts in which the twelve victims must lie.

When Sasha's body comes up from a well, the werewolf takes her to a tomb. After rescuing Sasha and taking the werewolf's magic axe, the Grimms return to the village. Delatombe captures the brothers and believes them to be frauds. French soldiers begin burning down the forest, and Cavaldi represses his sympathy to the brothers, but they are eventually saved by Angelika.

The werewolf is revealed to be Angelika's father, who is under the Queen's spell. It turns out that he is only able to keep on living due to an enchanted spike that is lodged into his chest and, without such, the spell is broken. Angelika is drowned by her father, becoming the 12th victim. The Brothers reach the tower while the Queen breathes an ice wind that puts out the forest fire. Delatombe notices that the Grimms have escaped and goes after them with Cavaldi. When Cavaldi refuses to kill the Grimms, Delatombe shoots him but is later impaled by Will.

Will and Jake enter the tower, where Will falls under the Queen's spell when the Queen takes the enchanted spike from Angelika's father and thrusts it into Will's chest. Jake shatters the enchanted mirror in the tower, preventing the Queen from completing the spell that will restore her youth. With the last of his strength, Angelika's father destroys the rest of the mirror by jumping out of the window with it; and Will, attempting to save the Queen, tries to take back the mirror and falls with him, and both men are killed.

Outside, Cavaldi survives, having donned the Grimm's faux-magic armor. He finds Will's body and recites an Italian curse, and the tower falls apart. Jake escapes, and Cavaldi informs Jake that he can break the spell and awaken Angelika with a kiss, which in turn resurrects the other girls and Will. With the menace gone and their daughters returned to them, the villagers of Marbaden celebrate and give their heart-felt thanks to the brothers.

Cavaldi stays in the village and joins the villagers for the feast. Angelika kisses both the Grimms and tells them that they are always welcome at the village. The Brothers Grimm decide to pursue a new profession, presumably recording fairy tales, although they are now wanted criminals of the state. One of the Queen's crows is seen flying off with the last shard of her mirror, still holding the Queen's watchful eye and presumably, her living soul.
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 The Brothers




Will and Jake have a complicated relationship; Jake is the smaller, younger, more sensitive one that Will feels he needs to protect. Will is often very hard on Jake (dating all the way back to their childhood, when Jake spent their money that was to be used for medicine for their dying sister on "magic beans") and orders him around. Will is somewhat of a womanizer and wants to make money, whereas Jake is more interested in fairy tales and adventures. Jake feels that Will doesn't care about or believe in him; but Will is just frustrated about the way Jake acts so spontaneously, making it hard for Will to protect him.
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 Cast





	
Matt Damon and Heath Ledger as Wilhelm "Will" and Jakob "Jake" Grimm: Johnny Depp[image: External link] was Gilliam's first choice for Will Grimm, but producer Bob Weinstein[image: External link] believed Depp was not commercially famous enough for the role. Damon joked that Weinstein "was kicking himself because half-way through production, Pirates of the Caribbean[image: External link] came out and Depp was all of a sudden a big sensation".[1] Ledger met Gilliam in November 2002 when Nicola Pecorini[image: External link] recommended the actor to the director, comparing him to Depp. Gilliam intended to cast Ledger opposite Depp.[2] Damon and Ledger were originally cast in opposite roles before they petitioned to have their characters switched.[3] Damon had wanted to work with Gilliam for years and actively campaigned to land the role of Will Grimm. The actor "grew up loving [Gilliam's] Time Bandits[image: External link], the way that movie created this weird but totally convincing world".[4] Gilliam elected to have Damon wear a prosthetic nose[image: External link], but Weinstein said "it would have distracted audiences from Damon's star-studded good looks".[4] Gilliam later reasoned that "it would have been the most expensive nose job[image: External link] ever".[1]


	
Peter Stormare[image: External link] as Mercurio Cavaldi, Delatombe's Italian associate. Cavaldi originally has a grudge against the brothers, but eventually has a change of heart. Robin Williams[image: External link] was cast in the role before dropping out.[5]


	
Lena Headey as Angelika: Her father is a woodsman[image: External link] transformed into a werewolf[image: External link] by the Mirror Queen's spell. Gilliam's first choice for the role was Samantha Morton[image: External link].[4]


	
Jonathan Pryce[image: External link] as General Vavarin Delatombe, a cruel French military commander. Delatombe attempts to burn down the forest and kill the brothers.

	
Tomáš Hanák[image: External link] as Woodsman

	
Julian Bleach[image: External link] as Letorc

	
Monica Bellucci[image: External link] as the Mirror Queen, a beautiful, evil queen who experimented with black magic[image: External link] before being struck by the Bubonic plague[image: External link], her spell giving her eternal life but not the eternal youth she had expected. Nicole Kidman[image: External link] turned down the role over scheduling conflicts.[6]


	
Mackenzie Crook[image: External link] and Richard Ridings[image: External link] as Hidlick and Bunst: Duo sidekicks[image: External link] for the Grimms; they are eventually beheaded by French soldiers.

	
Roger Ashton-Griffiths[image: External link] as the Mayor, who is duped into employing the Grimms to rid his village of its haunting.

	
Anna Rust[image: External link] as Sister Grimm[7]
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 Production




Ehren Kruger[image: External link]'s screenplay was written as a spec script[image: External link]; in February 2001, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] (MGM) purchased the script, with Summit Entertainment[image: External link] to co-finance the film.[8] In October 2002, Terry Gilliam entered negotiations to direct,[9] and rewrote Kruger's script alongside frequent collaborator Tony Grisoni[image: External link]. However, the Writers Guild of America[image: External link] refused to credit Gilliam and Grisoni for their rewrite work, and Kruger received sole credit.[10] After Gilliam's hiring, production was put on fast track for a target November 2004 theatrical release date.[5] MGM had trouble financing the film, and dropped out as main distributor.[11] Weeks later, Bob Weinstein[image: External link], under his Dimension Films[image: External link] production company, made a deal with MGM and Summit to co-finance The Brothers Grimm, and become the lead distributor. Projected at $75 million, this was to be Dimension Films' most expensive film ever.[12]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filming




The original start date was April 2003,[13] but filming did not begin until 30 June.[14] It was decided to shoot The Brothers Grimm entirely in the Czech Republic[image: External link] over budget constraints. Gilliam reasoned that "this is an $80 million movie, which would probably cost $120—$140 million in America".[15] The majority of filming required sound stages[image: External link] and backlots[image: External link] from Barrandov Studios[image: External link] in Prague. Filming at Barrandov ended on 23 October. Location filming began afterwards, which included the Křivoklát Castle[image: External link].[10][16] Along with Alien vs. Predator[image: External link] and Van Helsing[image: External link], The Brothers Grimm provided work for hundreds of local jobs and contributed over $300 million into the Czech Republic's economy.[17] Gilliam hired Guy Hendrix Dyas[image: External link] as production designer[image: External link] after he was impressed with Dyas' work on X2[image: External link].[11] Gilliam often disputed with executive producers Bob and Harvey Weinstein[image: External link] during production.[18] The Weinstein Brothers fired cinematographer[image: External link] and regular Gilliam collaborator Nicola Pecorini[image: External link] after six weeks. Pecorini was then replaced by Newton Thomas Sigel[image: External link].[4]

"I'm used to riding roughshod over studio executives[image: External link]," Gilliam explained, "but the Weinsteins rode roughshod over me."[4] Gilliam got so upset, filming was shut down for nearly two weeks. Matt Damon reflected on the situation: "I've never been in a situation like that. Terry was spitting rage at the system[image: External link], at the Weinsteins. You can't try and impose big compromises on a visionary director like him. If you try to force him to do what you want creatively, he'll go nuclear."[4] The feud between Gilliam and the Weinsteins was eventually settled, although Bob Weinstein blamed the entire situation on yellow journalism[image: External link].[19] Filming was scheduled to end in October, but due to various problems during filming, principal photography did not end until the following 27 November.[20]

Due to the tensions between the filmmaker and the producers during production, Gilliam said in retrospect about the film, "[I]t's not the film they wanted and it's not quite the film I wanted. It's the film that is a result of [...] two groups of people, who aren’t working well together."[21] With regards to the Weinsteins also producing Martin Scorsese[image: External link]'s film Gangs of New York[image: External link] (2002), Gilliam stated: "Marty [Scorsese] said almost the exact same quote I said, without us knowing it: 'They took the joy out of filmmaking.'"[21]
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 Visual effects




Post-production[image: External link] was severely delayed when Gilliam disagreed with the Weinsteins over the final cut privilege[image: External link]. In the meantime, the conflict lasted so long that Gilliam had enough time to shoot another feature film, Tideland[image: External link]. To create the visual effects, Gilliam awarded the shots to Peerless Camera, the London-based effects studio he founded in the late-1970s with visual effects supervisor[image: External link] Kent Houston. However, two months into filming, Houston said that Peerless "ran into a number of major issues with The Brothers Grimm and with the Weinstein Brothers". He continued that "the main problem was the fact that the number of effects shots had dramatically increased, mainly because of issues that arose during shooting with the physical effects."[22] Meanwhile, the Queen's chamber inside the tower was actually built by the Art Department as 2 sets. One set was resplendent and new while the other was old and decrepit. The sets were joined to each other by the central mirror, a piece of transparent glass giving the illusion that a single set was reflected and used to create the effect.

There were originally to be about 500 effect shots, but it increased to 800. The post-production conflict between Gilliam and the Weinsteins also gave enough time for Peerless to work on another film, The Legend of Zorro[image: External link]. Four different creatures were required for computer animation[image: External link]: a Wolfman, a mud creature, the Mirror Queen, and a living tree. John Paul Docherty, who headed the digital visual effects unit, studied the animation of the computer-generated Morlocks[image: External link] in The Time Machine[image: External link] for the Wolfman. Docherty depicted the Morlocks "as a nice mix between human and animal behaviors".[22] The death of The Mirror Queen was the most complex effect of the film. In the sequence, the Queen turns into hundreds of shards of glass and shatters. With computerized rendering[image: External link], this could not happen, as the 3D volume of the body suddenly turns into 2D pieces of glass. The problem was eventually solved due to sudden advances that occurred with Softimage XSI[image: External link] software.[22]
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 Release




The original theatrical release date was due in November 2004 before being changed many times; the dates had been moved to February 2005,[23] 29 July,[24] 23 November,[23] and finally 26 August. Executive producer Bob Weinstein[image: External link] blamed the pushed back release dates on budgetary concerns. To help promote The Brothers Grimm, a three-minute film trailer[image: External link] was shown at the 2004 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link], while twenty minutes of footage was shown at the 2005 event[image: External link].[25]
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 Box office




The Brothers Grimm was released in the United States in 3,087 theaters, earning $15,092,079 in its opening weekend.[26] The film eventually grossed $37,916,267 in the United States and $67.4 million internationally, coming to a worldwide total of $105,316,267.[26] The Brothers Grimm was shown at the 62nd Venice International Film Festival[image: External link] on 4 September 2005, while in competition for the Golden Lion[image: External link], but lost to Brokeback Mountain[image: External link], also starring Ledger.[27]
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The Brothers Grimm was released with mixed reviews from critics.[28][29] Based on 179 reviews collected by Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], 38% of the critics enjoyed the film, with an average score of 5.2/10.[28] By comparison, Metacritic[image: External link] collected a score of 51/100 based on 36 reviews.[29] The majority of critics believed Gilliam sacrificed the storyline in favor of the visual design.[28] Roger Ebert[image: External link] called the film "an invention without pattern, chasing itself around the screen without finding a plot. The movie seems like a style in search of a purpose, with a story we might not care about."[30]

Stephen Hunter[image: External link] of The Washington Post[image: External link] wrote that "The Brothers Grimm looks terrific, yet it remains essentially inert. You keep waiting for something to happen, and after a while your mind wanders from the hollow frenzy up there with all its filigrees and fretwork."[31] Mick LaSalle[image: External link] from the San Francisco Chronicle felt "despite an appealing actor in each role, the entire cast comes across as repellent. Will and Jake Grimm are two guys in the woods, surrounded by computerized animals, putting audiences to sleep all over America."[32] Peter Travers[image: External link], writing in Rolling Stone magazine[image: External link], largely enjoyed The Brothers Grimm. He explained that "if you're a Gilliam junkie, as I am, you go with it, even when the script loses its shaky hold on coherence." Travers added, "even when Gilliam flies off the rails, his images stick with you."[33] Gene Seymour of Newsday[image: External link] called the film "a great compound of rip-snorting Gothic fantasy and Python[image: External link]-esque dark comedy[image: External link]".[34]
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 Home media




Currently, Miramax[image: External link] owns the home video rights, while Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] holds the television rights.[23] The DVD release of The Brothers Grimm in December 2005 includes audio commentary[image: External link] by Gilliam, two "making-of" featurettes, and deleted scenes[image: External link].[35] The film was released on Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] format in October 2006.[36] Both the DVD and Blu-ray were released by Lionsgate Home Entertainment[image: External link], under license from Miramax.[37]
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 Legacy




The film served as inspiration for the manga series Blue Exorcist[image: External link].[38]
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 TV series




Miramax has hired Ehren Kruger to adapt the film into a television series.[39]
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300 (film)





300 is a 2006 American epic[image: External link] fantasy[image: External link] war film[image: External link] based on the 1998 comic series of the same name[image: External link] by Frank Miller[image: External link] and Lynn Varley[image: External link]. Both are fictionalized retellings of the Battle of Thermopylae[image: External link] within the Persian Wars[image: External link]. The film was directed by Zack Snyder[image: External link], while Miller served as executive producer[image: External link] and consultant. It was filmed mostly with a super-imposition[image: External link] chroma key[image: External link] technique, to help replicate the imagery of the original comic book.

The plot revolves around King Leonidas[image: External link] (Gerard Butler[image: External link]), who leads 300 Spartans[image: External link] into battle against the Persian[image: External link] "god-King"[image: External link] Xerxes[image: External link] (Rodrigo Santoro[image: External link]) and his invading army of more than 300,000 soldiers. As the battle rages, Queen Gorgo (Lena Headey) attempts to rally support in Sparta for her husband. The story is framed by a voice-over[image: External link] narrative by the Spartan soldier Dilios[image: External link] (David Wenham[image: External link]). Through this narrative technique, various fantastical creatures are introduced, placing 300 within the genre of historical fantasy[image: External link]. The events are revealed to be a story told by Delios[image: External link], the only one of the 300 Spartans to survive the battle.

300 was released in both conventional and IMAX[image: External link] theaters in the United States on March 9, 2007, and on DVD[image: External link], Blu-ray Disc[image: External link], and HD DVD[image: External link] on July 31, 2007. The film received mixed reviews, receiving acclaim for its original visuals and style, but criticism for favoring visuals over characterization and its depiction of the ancient Persians[image: External link] in Iran[image: External link], a characterization which some had deemed racist; however, the film was a box office success, grossing over $450 million, with the film's opening being the 24th largest in box office[image: External link] history at the time. A sequel[image: External link], entitled Rise of an Empire, which is based on Miller's unpublished graphic novel prequel Xerxes, was released on March 7, 2014.


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Plot




In 479 BC, one year after the famed Battle of Thermopylae[image: External link], Dilios, a hoplite[image: External link] in the Spartan Army[image: External link], begins his story by depicting the life of Leonidas I[image: External link] from childhood to kingship via Spartan doctrine[image: External link]. Dilios's story continues and Persian[image: External link] messengers arrive at the gates of Sparta[image: External link] demanding "earth and water[image: External link]" as a token of submission to King Xerxes[image: External link]; the Spartans reply by killing and kicking the messengers into a well. Leonidas then visits the Ephors[image: External link], proposing a strategy to drive back the numerically superior Persians through the Hot Gates[image: External link]; his plan involves building a wall in order to funnel the Persians into a narrow pass between the rocks and the sea. The Ephors consult the Oracle[image: External link], who decrees that Sparta will not go to war during the Carneia[image: External link]. As Leonidas angrily departs, a messenger from Xerxes appears, rewarding the Ephors for their covert support.

Although the Ephors have denied him permission to mobilize Sparta's army, Leonidas gathers three hundred of his best soldiers in the guise of his personal bodyguard[image: External link]; they are joined along the way by Arcadians[image: External link]. At Thermopylae, they construct the wall made up of stones and slain Persian scouts as mortar[image: External link], angering the Persian Emissary. Stelios, an elite Spartan soldier, orders him to go back to the Persian lines and warn Xerxes after cutting off his whipping arm. Meanwhile, Leonidas encounters Ephialtes[image: External link], a deformed Spartan whose parents fled Sparta to spare him certain infanticide[image: External link]. Ephialtes asks to redeem his father's name by joining Leonidas' army, warning him of a secret path the Persians could use to outflank and surround the Spartans. Though sympathetic, Leonidas rejects him since his deformity physically prevents him from holding his shield high enough; potentially compromising the phalanx formation[image: External link], and Ephialtes is enraged.

The battle begins soon after the Spartans' refusal to lay down their weapons. Using the Hot Gates to their advantage, as well as their superior fighting skills, the Spartans repel wave after wave of the advancing Persian army. During a lull in the battle, Xerxes personally approaches Leonidas to persuade him to surrender, offering him wealth and power in exchange for his allegiance; Leonidas declines and mocks Xerxes for the inferior quality of his fanatical warriors. In response, Xerxes sends in his elite guard, the Immortals[image: External link], later that night. Despite some Spartans being killed, they heroically defeat the Immortals (with slight help from the Arcadians). On the second day, Xerxes sends in new waves of armies from Asia[image: External link] and other Persian city-states, including war elephants[image: External link], to crush the Spartans once and for all, but to no avail. Meanwhile, Ephialtes defects to Xerxes to whom he reveals the secret path in exchange for wealth, luxury, and a uniform. The Arcadians retreat upon learning of Ephialtes' betrayal, but the Spartans stay. Leonidas orders an injured but reluctant Dilios to return to Sparta and tell them of what has happened, a "tale of victory".

In Sparta, Queen Gorgo tries to persuade the Spartan Council[image: External link] to send reinforcements to aid the 300. Theron, a corrupt politician, claims that he "owns" the Council and threatens the Queen, who reluctantly submits to his sexual demands in return for his help. When Theron disgraces her in front of the Council, Gorgo kills him out of rage, revealing within his robe a bag of Xerxes' gold. Marking his betrayal, the Council unanimously agrees to send reinforcements. On the third day, the Persians, led by Ephialtes, traverse the secret path, encircling the Spartans[image: External link]. Xerxes' general[image: External link] again demands their surrender. Leonidas seemingly kneels in submission, allowing Stelios to leap over him and kill the general. A furious Xerxes orders his troops to attack. Leonidas rises and throws his spear at Xerxes; barely missing him, the spear cuts across and wounds his face, proving the God-King[image: External link]'s mortality. Leonidas and the remaining Spartans fight to the last man until they finally succumb to an arrow barrage.

Dilios, now back at Sparta, concludes his tale before the Council. Inspired by Leonidas' sacrifice, Greece has mobilized. The Persians now face an army of 30,000 free Greeks led by a vanguard of 10,000 Spartans. After one final speech commemorating the 300, Dilios, now head of the Spartan Army, leads them to war, against the Persians across the fields of Plataea[image: External link].
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 Cast






	
Gerard Butler[image: External link] as Leonidas[image: External link], King of Sparta.

	
David Wenham[image: External link] as Dilios[image: External link], narrator[image: External link] and Spartan[image: External link] soldier.

	
Lena Headey as Queen Gorgo, Queen of Sparta (Gorgo has a larger role in the film than she does in the comic book, where she only appears in the beginning).[5]


	Giovanni Cimmino as Pleistarchus[image: External link], son of Leonidas and Gorgo (Pleistarchus does not feature in the comic book).[5]


	
Dominic West[image: External link] as Theron, a fictional corrupt Spartan politician (Theron is not featured in the comic book).[5]


	
Vincent Regan[image: External link] as Captain[image: External link] Artemis, Leonidas' loyal captain and friend.

	
Tom Wisdom[image: External link] as Astinos, Captain Artemis' eldest son. In the film Astinos has a constant presence until he dies. In the comic book Astinos is only mentioned when he dies.[5]


	
Andrew Pleavin[image: External link] as Daxos, an Arcadian[image: External link] leader who joins forces with Leonidas.

	
Andrew Tiernan[image: External link] as Ephialtes[image: External link], a deformed Spartan outcast and traitor.

	
Rodrigo Santoro[image: External link] as King Xerxes[image: External link], The powerful and ruthless god-like supreme king of Persia.

	
Stephen McHattie[image: External link] as The Loyalist[image: External link], a loyal Spartan politician.

	
Michael Fassbender[image: External link] as Stelios[image: External link], a young, spirited and highly skilled Spartan soldier.

	
Peter Mensah[image: External link] as a Persian messenger who gets kicked into the well by Leonidas.

	
Kelly Craig[image: External link] as Pythia[image: External link], an Oracle to the Ephors.

	
Tyler Neitzel[image: External link] as young Leonidas.

	
Robert Maillet[image: External link] as Über Immortal (giant), a muscular and deranged Immortal who battles Leonidas during the Immortal fight.

	
Patrick Sabongui[image: External link] as the Persian General who tries to get Leonidas to comply at the end of the battle.

	Leon Laderach as Executioner[image: External link], a hulking, clawed man who executes men who have displeased Xerxes.

	
Tyrone Benskin[image: External link] as the whip-wielding Persian Emissary.
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 Production




Producer Gianni Nunnari was not the only person planning a film about the Battle of Thermopylae[image: External link]; director Michael Mann[image: External link] already planned a film of the battle based on the book Gates of Fire[image: External link]. Nunnari discovered Frank Miller's graphic novel[image: External link] 300, which impressed him enough to acquire the film rights.[6][7] 300 was jointly produced by Nunnari and Mark Canton, and Michael B. Gordon wrote the script.[8] Director Zack Snyder[image: External link] was hired in June 2004[9] as he had attempted to make a film based on Miller's novel before making his debut with the remake of Dawn of the Dead[image: External link].[10] Snyder then had screenwriter Kurt Johnstad rewrite Gordon's script for production[9] and Frank Miller was retained as consultant and executive producer.[11] Frank Miller's original graphic novel 300[image: External link] was inspired by the film The 300 Spartans[image: External link], which Frank Miller first saw at age 6.[12]

The film is a shot-for-shot adaptation[image: External link] of the comic book[image: External link], similar to the film adaptation of Sin City[image: External link].[13] Snyder photocopied panels from the comic book, from which he planned the preceding and succeeding shots. "It was a fun process for me... to have a frame as a goal to get to," he said.[14] Like the comic book, the adaptation also used the character Dilios as a narrator. Snyder used this narrative technique to show the audience that the surreal "Frank Miller world" of 300 was told from a subjective perspective. By using Dilios' gift of storytelling, he was able to introduce fantasy elements into the film, explaining that "Dilios is a guy who knows how not to wreck a good story with truth."[15] Snyder also added the subplot[image: External link] in which Queen Gorgo attempts to rally support for her husband.[16]

Two months of pre-production[image: External link] were required to create hundreds of shields, spears, and swords, some of which were recycled from Troy[image: External link] and Alexander[image: External link]. Creatures were designed by Jordu Schell[image: External link],[17] and an animatronic[image: External link] wolf and thirteen animatronic horses were created. The actors trained alongside the stuntmen, and even Snyder joined in. Upwards of 600 costumes were created for the film, as well as extensive prosthetics for various characters and the corpses of Persian soldiers. Shaun Smith[image: External link] and Mark Rappaport[image: External link] worked hand in hand with Snyder in pre-production to design the look of the individual characters, and to produce the prosthetic makeup[image: External link] effects, props, weapons and dummy bodies required for the production.[18]

300 entered active production on October 17, 2005, in Montreal[image: External link],[19] and was shot over the course of sixty days[18] in chronological order[16] with a budget of $60 million.[20] Employing the digital backlot[image: External link] technique, Snyder shot at the now-defunct Icestorm Studios in Montreal using bluescreens[image: External link]. Butler said that while he did not feel constrained by Snyder's direction, fidelity to the comic imposed certain limitations on his performance. Wenham said there were times when Snyder wanted to precisely capture iconic moments from the comic book, and other times when he gave actors freedom "to explore within the world and the confines that had been set."[21] Headey said of her experience with the bluescreens, "It's very odd, and emotionally, there's nothing to connect to apart from another actor."[22] Only one scene, in which horses travel across the countryside, was shot outdoors.[23] The film was an intensely physical production, and Butler pulled an arm tendon and developed foot drop[image: External link].[24]

Post-production[image: External link] was handled by Montreal's Meteor Studios[image: External link] and Hybride Technologies[image: External link] filled in the bluescreen footage with more than 1,500 visual effects[image: External link] shots. Visual effects supervisor[image: External link] Chris Watts[image: External link] and production designer[image: External link] Jim Bissell[image: External link] created a process dubbed "The Crush,"[18] which allowed the Meteor artists to manipulate the colors by increasing the contrast of light and dark. Certain sequences were desaturated[image: External link] and tinted to establish different moods. Ghislain St-Pierre, who led the team of artists, described the effect: "Everything looks realistic, but it has a kind of a gritty illustrative feel."[18][25] Various computer programs[image: External link], including Maya[image: External link], RenderMan[image: External link] and RealFlow[image: External link], were used to create the "spraying blood."[26] The post-production lasted for a year and was handled by a total of ten special effects[image: External link] companies.[27]
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 Soundtrack




See: 300 Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]


In July 2005, composer Tyler Bates[image: External link] began work on the film, describing the score as having "beautiful themes on the top and large choir," but "tempered with some extreme heaviness." The composer[image: External link] had scored for a test scene that the director wanted to show to Warner Bros. to illustrate the path of the project. Bates said that the score had "a lot of weight and intensity in the low end of the percussion" that Snyder found agreeable to the film.[28] The score was recorded at Abbey Road Studios[image: External link] and features the vocals of Azam Ali[image: External link].[29] A standard edition and a special edition[image: External link] of the soundtrack containing 25 tracks was released on March 6, 2007, with the special edition containing a 16-page booklet and three two-sided trading cards[image: External link].[30]

The score has caused some controversy in the film composer community, garnering criticism for its striking similarity to several other recent soundtracks, including James Horner[image: External link] and Gabriel Yared[image: External link]'s work for the film Troy[image: External link]. The heaviest borrowings are said to be from Elliot Goldenthal[image: External link]'s 1999 score[image: External link] for Titus[image: External link]. "Remember Us," from 300, is identical in parts to the " Finale[image: External link]" from Titus, and "Returns a King" is similar to the cue "Victorius Titus[image: External link]."[31][32][33] (see copyright issues[image: External link].) On August 3, 2007, Warner Bros. Pictures acknowledged in an official statement:


... a number of the music cues for the score of 300 were, without our knowledge or participation, derived from music composed by Academy Award winning composer Elliot Goldenthal for the motion picture Titus. Warner Bros. Pictures has great respect for Elliot, our longtime collaborator, and is pleased to have amicably resolved this matter.[34]
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 Promotion and release




The official 300 website was launched by Warner Bros. in December 2005. The "conceptual art" and Zack Snyder's production blog were the initial attractions of the site.[35] Later, the website added video journals describing production details, including comic-to-screen shots and the creatures of 300. In January 2007, the studio launched a MySpace[image: External link] page for the film.[36] The Art Institutes[image: External link] created a micro-site to promote the film.[37]

At Comic-Con International[image: External link] in July 2006, the 300 panel aired a promotional teaser of the film, which was positively received.[38] Despite stringent security, the trailer was subsequently leaked on the Internet.[39] Warner Bros. released the official trailer for 300 on October 4, 2006,[40] and later on it made its debut on Apple.com where it received considerable exposure. The background music[image: External link] used in the trailers was "Just Like You Imagined[image: External link]" by Nine Inch Nails[image: External link]. A second 300 trailer, which was attached to Apocalypto[image: External link], was released in theaters on December 8, 2006,[41] and online the day before.[42] On January 22, 2007, an exclusive trailer for the film was broadcast during prime time[image: External link] television.[43] The trailers have been credited with igniting interest in the film and contributing to its box-office success.[44]

In April 2006, Warner Bros. Interactive Entertainment[image: External link] announced its intention to make a PlayStation Portable[image: External link] game, 300: March to Glory[image: External link], based on the film. Collision Studios worked with Warner Bros. to capture the style of the film in the video game, which was released simultaneously with the film in the United States.[45] The National Entertainment Collectibles Association[image: External link] produced a series of action figures[image: External link] based on the film,[46] as well as replicas of weapons and armor.[47]

Warner Bros.[image: External link] promoted 300 by sponsoring the Ultimate Fighting Championship[image: External link]'s light heavyweight[image: External link] champion Chuck Liddell[image: External link], who made personal appearances and participated in other promotional activities.[48] The studio also joined with the National Hockey League[image: External link] to produce a 30-second TV spot promoting the film in tandem with the Stanley Cup[image: External link] playoffs.[49]

In August 2006, Warner Bros. announced 300's release date as March 16, 2007,[50] but in October the release was moved forward to March 9, 2007.[40] An unfinished cut of 300 was shown at Butt-Numb-A-Thon[image: External link] film festival on December 9, 2006.[1] 300 was released on DVD[image: External link], Blu-ray Disc[image: External link], and HD DVD[image: External link] on July 31, 2007, in Region 1[image: External link] territories, in single-disc and two-disc editions. 300 was released in single-disc and steelcase two-disc editions on DVD, BD and HD DVD in Region 2[image: External link] territories beginning August 2007. On July 21, 2009, Warner Bros. released a new Blu-ray Disc entitled 300: The Complete Experience to coincide with the Blu-ray Disc release of Watchmen[image: External link]. This new Blu-ray Disc is encased in a 40-page Digibook and includes all the extras from the original release as well as some new ones. These features include a Picture-in-Picture feature entitled The Complete 300: A Comprehensive Immersion, which enables the viewer to view the film in three different perspectives. This release also includes a digital copy[image: External link].[51]

On July 9, 2007, the American cable[image: External link] channel TNT[image: External link] bought the rights to broadcast the film from Warner Bros.[52] TNT started airing the film in September 2009. Sources say that the network paid between $17 million[53] and just under $20 million[52] for the broadcasting rights. TNT agreed to a three-year deal instead of the more typical five-year deal.[53]
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 Box office




300 was released in North America on March 9, 2007, in both conventional and IMAX theaters.[54] It grossed $28,106,731 on its opening day and ended its North American opening weekend with $70,885,301,[55] breaking the record held by Ice Age: The Meltdown[image: External link] for the biggest opening weekend in the month of March and for a Spring release. Since then 300's Spring release record was broken by Fast and Furious[image: External link] and 300's March record was broken by Tim Burton[image: External link]'s Alice in Wonderland[image: External link].[56][57] 300's opening weekend gross is the 24th highest in box office history, coming slightly below The Lost World: Jurassic Park[image: External link] but higher than Transformers[image: External link].[58] It was the third biggest opening for an R-rated film ever, behind The Matrix Reloaded[image: External link] ($91.8 million) and The Passion of the Christ[image: External link] ($83.8 million).[59] The film also set a record for IMAX[image: External link] cinemas with a $3.6 million opening weekend.[60] The film grossed $456,068,181 worldwide.

300 opened two days earlier, on March 7, 2007, in Sparta[image: External link], and across Greece on March 8.[61][62] Studio executives[image: External link] were surprised by the showing, which was twice what they had expected.[63] They credited the film's stylized violence, the strong female role of Queen Gorgo which attracted a large number of women, and a MySpace[image: External link] advertising blitz.[64] Producer Mark Canton said, "MySpace had an enormous impact but it has transcended the limitations of the Internet or the graphic novel. Once you make a great movie, word can spread very quickly."[64]
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 Critical response




Since its world premiere at the Berlin International Film Festival[image: External link] on February 14, 2007, in front of 1,700 audience members, 300 has received generally mixed reviews. While it received a standing ovation[image: External link] at the public premiere,[65] it was panned at a press screening hours earlier, where many attendees left during the showing and those who remained booed at the end.[66] Critics are divided on the film.[67] On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has an approval rating of 60% based 225 reviews, with an average[image: External link] rating of 6.1/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "A simple-minded but visually exciting experience, full of blood, violence, and ready-made movie quotes."[68] On Metacritic[image: External link], which assigns a normalized[image: External link] rating to reviews, the film has an average score of 52 out of 100, based on 42 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[67] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an average grade of "A–" on an A+ to F scale.[69]

Some of the most unfavorable reviews came from major American newspapers[image: External link]. A.O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times[image: External link] describes 300 as "about as violent as Apocalypto[image: External link] and twice as stupid," while criticizing its color scheme[image: External link] and suggesting that its plot includes racist[image: External link] undertones; Scott also poked fun at the buffed bodies of the actors portraying the Spartans, declaring that the Persian characters are "pioneers in the art of face-piercing", but that the Spartans had access to "superior health clubs and electrolysis facilities".[70] Kenneth Turan[image: External link] writes in the Los Angeles Times that "unless you love violence as much as a Spartan, Quentin Tarantino[image: External link] or a video-game-playing teenage boy, you will not be endlessly fascinated."[71] Roger Ebert[image: External link], in his review, gave the film a two-star rating, writing, "300 has one-dimensional caricatures who talk like professional wrestlers[image: External link] plugging their next feud."[72] Some critics employed at Greek newspapers[image: External link] have been particularly critical, such as film critic Robby Eksiel, who said that moviegoers would be dazzled by the "digital action" but irritated by the "pompous interpretations and one-dimensional characters."[62][73]

Variety's Todd McCarthy describes the film as "visually arresting" although "bombastic"[74] while Kirk Honeycutt, writing in The Hollywood Reporter, praises the "beauty of its topography[image: External link], colors and forms."[75] Writing in the Chicago Sun Times[image: External link], Richard Roeper[image: External link] acclaims 300 as "the Citizen Kane[image: External link] of cinematic graphic novels."[76] Empire gave the film 3 out of 5 having a verdict of "Visually stunning, thoroughly belligerent and as shallow as a pygmy's paddling pool, this is a whole heap of style tinged with just a smidgen of substance." 300 was also warmly received by websites focusing on comics and video games[image: External link]. Comic Book Resources[image: External link]' Mark Cronan found the film compelling, leaving him "with a feeling of power, from having been witness to something grand."[77] IGN's Todd Gilchrist acclaimed Zack Snyder as a cinematic visionary and "a possible redeemer of modern moviemaking."[78]
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 Accolades




At the MTV Movie Awards 2007[image: External link], 300 was nominated for Best Movie, Best Performance for Gerard Butler, Best Breakthrough Performance for Lena Headey, Best Villain for Rodrigo Santoro, and Best Fight for Leonidas battling "the Über Immortal",[79] but only won the award for Best Fight. 300 won both the Best Dramatic Film and Best Action Film honors in the 2006–2007 Golden Icon Awards presented by Travolta Family Entertainment.[80] In December 2007, 300 won IGN's Movie of the Year 2007,[81] along with Best Comic Book Adaptation[82] and King Leonidas as Favorite Character.[83] The movie received 10 nominations for the 2008 Saturn Awards[image: External link], winning the awards for Best Director[image: External link] and Best Action/Adventure/Thriller Film[image: External link].[84] In 2009, National Review[image: External link] magazine ranked 300 number 5 on its 25 Best Conservative Movies of the Last 25 Years list.[85]
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 Historical accuracy




Since few records about the actual martial arts used by the Spartans survive aside from accounts of formations and tactics, the fight choreography led by stunt coordinator and fight choreographer Damon Caro, was a synthesis of different weapon arts with Filipino martial arts[image: External link] as the base.[86] This can be seen in the blade work and the signature use of the off hand by Arnis/Kali/Eskrima[image: External link] in the offensive use of the shields. The Spartans' use of the narrow terrain, in those particular circumstances, is a military tactic known as "defeat in detail[image: External link]".

Paul Cartledge[image: External link], Professor of Greek History[image: External link] at Cambridge University[image: External link], advised the filmmakers on the pronunciation of Greek[image: External link] names, and said they "made good use" of his published work on Sparta. He praises the film for its portrayal of "the Spartans' heroic code", and of "the key role played by women in backing up, indeed reinforcing, the male martial code of heroic honour", while expressing reservations about its "'West' (goodies) vs 'East' (baddies) polarization".[87] Cartledge writes that he enjoyed the film, although he found Leonidas' description of the Athenians as "boy lovers" ironic, since the Spartans themselves incorporated institutional pederasty[image: External link] into their educational system.[88]

Ephraim Lytle, assistant professor of Hellenistic History at the University of Toronto[image: External link], said 300 selectively idealizes Spartan society in a "problematic and disturbing" fashion, as well as portraying the "hundred nations of the Persians" as monsters and non-Spartan Greeks as weak. He suggests that the film's moral universe would have seemed "as bizarre to ancient Greeks[image: External link] as it does to modern historians".[89]

Victor Davis Hanson[image: External link], National Review[image: External link] columnist and former professor of Classical history at California State University, Fresno[image: External link], who wrote the foreword to a 2007 re-issue of the graphic novel, said the film demonstrates a specific affinity with the original material of Herodotus[image: External link] in that it captures the martial ethos of ancient Sparta and represents Thermopylae as a "clash of civilizations". He remarks that Simonides[image: External link], Aeschylus[image: External link], and Herodotus[image: External link] viewed Thermopylae as a battle against "Eastern centralism and collective serfdom", which opposed "the idea of the free citizen of an autonomous polis[image: External link]".[90] He also said the film portrays the battle in a "surreal" manner, and that the intent was to "entertain and shock first, and instruct second".[91]

Touraj Daryaee[image: External link], now Baskerville Professor of Iranian History and the Persian World at the University of California, Irvine[image: External link], criticized the film's use of classical sources, writing:


Some passages from the Classical authors Aeschylus[image: External link], Diodorus[image: External link], Herodotus[image: External link] and Plutarch[image: External link] are split over the movie to give it an authentic flavor. Aeschylus becomes a major source when the battle with the "monstrous human herd" of the Persians is narrated in the film. Diodorus' statement about Greek valor to preserve their liberty is inserted in the film, but his mention of Persian valor is omitted. Herodotus' fanciful numbers are used to populate the Persian army, and Plutarch's discussion of Greek women, specifically Spartan women, is inserted wrongly in the dialogue between the " misogynist[image: External link]" Persian ambassador and the Spartan king. Classical sources are certainly used, but exactly in all the wrong places, or quite naively. The Athenians were fighting a sea battle during this.[92]



Robert McHenry[image: External link], former editor-in-chief of Encyclopædia Britannica[image: External link] and author of How to Know said the film "is an almost ineffably silly movie. Stills from the film could easily be used to promote Buns of Steel, or AbMaster, or ThighMaster. It's about the romanticizing of the Spartan 'ideal', a process that began even in ancient times, was promoted by the Romans, and has survived over time while less and less resembling the actual historical Sparta."[93]

The director of 300, Zack Snyder[image: External link], stated in an MTV interview that "the events are 90 percent accurate. It's just in the visualization that it's crazy.... I've shown this movie to world-class historians who have said it's amazing. They can't believe it's as accurate as it is." Nevertheless, he also said the film is "an opera, not a documentary. That's what I say when people say it's historically inaccurate".[94] He was also quoted in a BBC News[image: External link] story as saying that the film is, at its core "a fantasy film[image: External link]". He also describes the film's narrator, Dilios, as "a guy who knows how not to wreck a good story with truth".[15]

In an interview 300 writer Frank Miller said, "The inaccuracies, almost all of them, are intentional. I took those chest plates and leather skirts off of them for a reason. I wanted these guys to move and I wanted 'em to look good. I knocked their helmets off a fair amount, partly so you can recognize who the characters are. Spartans, in full regalia, were almost indistinguishable except at a very close angle. Another liberty I took was, they all had plumes, but I only gave a plume to Leonidas, to make him stand out and identify him as a king. I was looking for more an evocation than a history lesson. The best result I can hope for is that if the movie excites someone, they'll go explore the histories themselves. Because the histories are endlessly fascinating."[95]
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 Reactions by Iranians




Dr. Kaveh Farrokh[image: External link] in a paper entitled "The 300 Movie: Separating Fact from Fiction" [96] notes that the film falsely portrays "the Greco-Persian Wars in binary terms: the democratic, good, rational 'Us' versus the tyrannical, evil and irrational, 'other' of the ever-nebulous (if not exotic) 'Persia'". He reminds the reader about three commonly accepted historical pieces of evidence that demonstrate the fundamental and essential contribution of the Achaemenid Empire to the creation of democracy and human rights. "The founder of the Achaemenid Empire, Cyrus the Great, was the world's first world emperor to openly declare and guarantee the sanctity of human rights and individual freedom", "Cyrus was a follower of the teachings of Zoroaster[image: External link], the founder of one of the world's oldest monotheistic religions" , and to put his own words in action "When Cyrus defeated King Nabonidus of Babylon, he officially declared the freedom of the Jews from their Babylonian captivity. This was the first time in history that a world power had guaranteed the survival of the Jewish people, religion, customs and culture." Iran's cultural advisor to president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad[image: External link] called the film an "American attempt for psychological warfare[image: External link] against Iran".[97]
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 Controversy




Before the release of 300, Warner Bros. expressed concerns about the political aspects of the film's theme. Snyder relates that there was "a huge sensitivity about East versus West with the studio."[98] Media speculation about a possible parallel between the Greco-Persian conflict and current events began in an interview with Snyder that was conducted before the Berlin Film Festival.[99] The interviewer remarked that "everyone is sure to be translating this [film] into contemporary politics." Snyder replied that, while he was aware that people would read the film through the lens of current events, no parallels between the film and the modern world were intended.[100]

Outside the current political parallels, some critics have raised more general questions about the film's ideological orientation. The New York Post[image: External link]'s Kyle Smith[image: External link] wrote that the film would have pleased " Adolf[image: External link]'s boys,"[101] and Slate[image: External link]'s Dana Stevens[image: External link] compares the film to The Eternal Jew[image: External link], "as a textbook example of how race-baiting fantasy and nationalist myth can serve as an incitement to total war."[102] Roger Moore, a critic for the Orlando Sentinel[image: External link], relates 300 to Susan Sontag[image: External link]'s definition of "fascist art."[103] Alleanza Nazionale[image: External link], an Italian[image: External link] neoconservative[image: External link] political party formed from the collapse of the neo-fascist[image: External link] party MSI[image: External link], has used imagery from the work within candidate propaganda posters titled: "Defend your values, your civilization, your district".[104]

Newsday[image: External link] critic Gene Seymour, on the other hand, stated that such reactions are misguided, writing that "the movie's just too darned silly to withstand any ideological theorizing."[105] Snyder himself dismissed ideological readings, suggesting that reviewers who critique "a graphic novel movie about a bunch of guys...stomping the snot out of each other" using words like "'neocon,' 'homophobic,' 'homoerotic' or 'racist'" are "missing the point."[106] Snyder, however, also admitted to fashioning an effeminate villain specifically to play into the homophobia of young straight males.[107] Slovenian[image: External link] critic Slavoj Žižek[image: External link] pointed out that the story represents "a poor, small country (Greece) invaded[image: External link] by the army of a much large[r] state (Persia)," suggesting that the identification of the Spartans with a modern superpower is flawed.[108]

300 writer Frank Miller said: "The Spartans were a paradoxical people. They were the biggest slave owners in Greece. But at the same time, Spartan women had an unusual level of rights. It's a paradox that they were a bunch of people who in many ways were fascist[image: External link], but they were the bulwark against the fall of democracy[image: External link]. The closest comparison you can draw in terms of our own military today is to think of the red-caped Spartans as being like our special-ops[image: External link] forces. They're these almost superhuman characters with a tremendous warrior ethic[image: External link], who were unquestionably the best fighters in Greece. I didn't want to render Sparta in overly accurate terms, because ultimately I do want you to root for the Spartans. I couldn't show them being quite as cruel as they were. I made them as cruel as I thought a modern audience could stand."[95]
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 Eugenics




Ephraim Lytle, assistant professor of Hellenistic[image: External link] history at the University of Toronto[image: External link], commented: " Ephialtes[image: External link], who betrays the Greeks, is likewise changed from a local Malian[image: External link] of sound body into a Spartan outcast, a grotesquely disfigured troll[image: External link] who by Spartan custom should have been left exposed as an infant to die. Leonidas points out that his hunched back means Ephialtes cannot lift his shield high enough to fight in the phalanx. This is a transparent defence of Spartan eugenics[image: External link], and convenient given that infanticide[image: External link] could as easily have been precipitated by an ill-omened birthmark."[89]

Michael M. Chemers, author of "'With Your Shield, or on It': Disability Representation in 300" in the Disability Studies[image: External link] Quarterly, said that the film's portrayal of the hunchback and his story "is not mere ableism[image: External link]: this is anti-disability."[109]

Frank Miller – commenting on areas where he lessened the Spartan cruelty for narrative[image: External link] purposes – said: "I have King Leonidas very gently tell Ephialtes, the hunchback, that they can't use him [as a soldier], because of his deformity. It would be much more classically Spartan if Leonidas laughed and kicked him off the cliff."[95]
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 Depictions of Persians and Iran's reaction




From its opening, 300 also attracted controversy over its portrayal of Persians[image: External link]. Officials of the Iranian government[110] denounced the film.[111][112][113] Some scenes in the film portray demon[image: External link]-like and other fictional creatures as part of the Persian army, and the fictionalized portrayal of Persian King Xerxes I[image: External link] has been criticized as effeminate[image: External link].[114][115] Critics suggested that this was meant to stand in stark contrast to the sheer masculinity of the Spartan army.[116] Steven Rea[image: External link] argued that the film's Persians were a vehicle for an anachronistic cross-section of Western stereotypes of Asian and African cultures.[117]

The film's portrayal of ancient Persians caused a particularly strong reaction in Iran[image: External link].[118] Various Iranian officials condemned the film.[119][120][121][122] The Iranian Academy of the Arts[image: External link] submitted a formal complaint against the film to UNESCO[image: External link], labelling it an attack on the historical identity of Iran.[123][124] The Iranian mission to the U.N. protested the film in a press release[image: External link],[125] and Iranian embassies protested its screening in France,[126] Thailand[image: External link],[127] Turkey[image: External link],[128] and Uzbekistan[image: External link].[129] The film was banned within Iran as "hurtful American propaganda".[130] Reviewers in the United States and elsewhere "noted the political overtones of the West-against-Iran story line and the way Persians are depicted as decadent[image: External link], sexually flamboyant and evil in contrast to the noble Greeks".[131] With bootleg versions of the film already available in Tehran[image: External link] with the film's international release and news of the film's surprising success at the U.S. box office[image: External link], it prompted widespread anger in Iran. Azadeh Moaveni[image: External link] of Time[image: External link] reported, "All of Tehran was outraged. Everywhere I went yesterday, the talk vibrated with indignation over the film".[132] Newspapers in Iran featured headlines such as "Hollywood declares war on Iranians" and "300 Against 70 Million" (Iran's population). Ayende-No[image: External link], an independent Iranian newspaper, said that "[t]he film depicts Iranians as demons, without culture, feeling or humanity, who think of nothing except attacking other nations and killing people".[132] Four Iranian Members of Parliament[image: External link] have called for Muslim countries to ban the film,[133] and a group of Iranian film makers submitted a letter of protest to UNESCO[image: External link] regarding the film's alleged misrepresentation of Iranian history and culture.[134] Iran's cultural advisor to president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad[image: External link] has called the film an "American attempt for psychological warfare[image: External link] against Iran".[135]

Moaveni identified two factors which may have contributed to the intensity of Iranian indignation over the film. First, she describes the timing of the film's release, on the eve of Norouz[image: External link], the Persian New Year[image: External link], as "inauspicious." Second, Iranians tend to view the era depicted in the film as "a particularly noble page in their history". Moaveni also suggests that "the box office success of 300, compared with the relative flop of Alexander (another spurious period epic dealing with Persians), is cause for considerable alarm, signaling ominous U.S. intentions".[132]

According to The Guardian[image: External link], Iranian critics of 300, ranging from bloggers to government officials, have described the movie "as a calculated attempt to demonise Iran at a time of intensifying U.S. pressure over the country's nuclear programme".[133] An Iranian government spokesman[image: External link] described the film as "hostile behavior which is the result of cultural and psychological warfare".[133] Moaveni reported that the Iranians she interacted with were "adamant that the movie was secretly funded by the U.S. government to prepare Americans for going to war against Iran".[132]

Dana Stevens[image: External link] of Slate[image: External link] states, "If 300, the new battle epic based on the graphic novel by Frank Miller and Lynn Varley, had been made in Germany in the mid-1930s[image: External link], it would be studied today alongside The Eternal Jew[image: External link] as a textbook example of how race-baiting[image: External link] fantasy and nationalist[image: External link] myth can serve as an incitement to total war[image: External link]. Since it's a product of the post-ideological, post- Xbox[image: External link] 21st century, 300 will instead be talked about as a technical achievement, the next blip on the increasingly blurry line between movies and video games.[136]
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 In popular culture




300 has been spoofed[image: External link] in film, television, and other media, and spawned the "This is Sparta!" internet meme[image: External link].[137] Skits[image: External link] based upon the film have appeared on Saturday Night Live[image: External link][138] and Robot Chicken[image: External link], the latter of which mimicked the visual style of 300 in a parody set during the American Revolutionary War, titled "1776".[139] Other parodies include an episode of South Park[image: External link] named " D-Yikes![image: External link]",[140] and "BOO!" by Mad magazine[image: External link] in its September 2007 issue #481, written by Desmond Devlin[image: External link] and illustrated by Mort Drucker[image: External link].[141] 20th Century Fox[image: External link] released Meet the Spartans[image: External link], a spoof directed by Jason Friedberg and Aaron Seltzer[image: External link]. Universal Pictures[image: External link] was planning a similar parody, titled National Lampoon's 301: The Legend of Awesomest Maximus Wallace Leonidas.[142]

300, particularly its pithy quotations, has been "adopted" by the student body of Michigan State University[image: External link] (whose nickname is the Spartans[image: External link]), with chants of "Spartans, what is your profession?" becoming common at sporting events starting after the film's release, and Michigan State basketball[image: External link] head coach Tom Izzo[image: External link] dressed as Leonidas at one student event.[143][144] Nate Ebner[image: External link], a football player with the New England Patriots[image: External link] in the National Football League[image: External link] and formerly with the Ohio State Buckeyes[image: External link], was nicknamed "Leonidas," after the Greek warrior-king hero of Sparta acted by Gerard Butler in the movie 300, because of his intense workout regimen, and his beard.[145]
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 Sequel




See: 300: Rise of an Empire


In June 2008, producers Mark Canton, Gianni Nunnari and Bernie Goldmann revealed that work had begun on a sequel to 300, 300: Rise of an Empire.[146] Legendary Pictures had announced that Frank Miller started writing the follow-up graphic novel, and Zack Snyder was interested in directing the adaptation, but moved on to develop and direct the Superman reboot Man of Steel[image: External link].[147][148] Noam Murro directed instead, while Zack Snyder produced. The film focused on the Athenian admiral, Themistocles[image: External link], as portrayed by Australian actor Sullivan Stapleton[image: External link]. The sequel, 300: Rise of an Empire, was released on March 7, 2014.[149]
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 See also





	List of historical period drama films and series[image: External link]

	List of book-based war films (wars before 1775)[image: External link]
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Gorgo, Queen of Sparta





Gorgo (/'go:rgoU /[image: External link]; Greek[image: External link]: Γοργώ [ɡorɡɔ͜ɔ́][image: External link]; fl. 480 BC) was the daughter and the only known child of Cleomenes I[image: External link], King of Sparta[image: External link] (r. 520–490 BC) during the 6th and 5th centuries BC. She was the wife of King Leonidas I[image: External link], Cleomenes' half-brother, who fought and died in the Battle of Thermopylae[image: External link]. Gorgo is noted as one of the few female historical figures actually named by Herodotus[image: External link], and was known for her political judgement and wisdom. She is notable for being the daughter of a king of Sparta[image: External link], the wife of another, and the mother of a third. Her birth date is uncertain, but is most likely to have been between 518 and 508 BC, based on Herodotus' dating ( Histories[image: External link] 5.51).
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 Family background




Her father Cleomenes[image: External link] was the eldest-born son of the previous Agiad king, Anaxandridas II[image: External link],[1] and succeeded his father at his death; however, he had three paternal half-brothers, of whom the eldest, Dorieus, would cause him some trouble. The other two half-brothers were Leonidas I and Cleombrotus. All four were sons of Anaxandridas II, one of the dual kings of Sparta of the Agiad house.[a]

According to one version (Herodotus's Histories, 5.4), Gorgo's grandfather Anaxandridas II was long married without children, and was advised to remarry (i.e. take a second wife) which he did. His second wife gave birth to the future Cleomenes I who was thus his eldest son; however, his first wife also became pregnant, and eventually had three sons, including Leonidas I. This version is however not supported by other sources, which imply that Cleomenes was either born by the king's first marriage or by a non-marital alliance. Most historians favor Herodotus because he is the earliest source. In either case, there appears to have been some tension between the eldest son and his half-brothers, resolved only by the former's death (or murder) and the accession of Leonidas I (at once his half-brother and his son-in-law).

According to Herodotus's Histories, at about the age of eight to nine years old, she advised her father Cleomenes not to trust Aristagoras[image: External link] of Miletus[image: External link], a foreign diplomat trying to induce Cleomenes to support an Ionian revolt against Persians. "Father, you had better have this man go away, or the stranger will corrupt you".[1] Cleomenes followed her advice.
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 Marriage and reign




Looking forward to Cleomenes' death, his only surviving child Gorgo became his sole heiress. She was apparently already married by 490 (in her early teens) to her half-uncle Leonidas I.[3] Leonidas and Gorgo would have at least one child, a son, Pleistarchus[image: External link], co-King of Sparta from 480 BC to his death in 459 BC/458 BC.[4]

Arguably, Gorgo's most significant role occurred prior to the Persian invasion of 480 BC. According to Herodotus's Histories, Demaratus[image: External link], then in exile at the Persian court, sent a warning to Sparta about Xerxes[image: External link]'s pending invasion. In order to prevent the message from being intercepted by the Persians or their vassal states, the message was written on a wooden tablet and then covered with wax. "The Spartans", presumably the ephors, Gerousia or the kings, did not know what to do with the seemingly blank wax-tablet, until Queen Gorgo advised them to clear the wax off the tablet. She is described by David Kahn[image: External link] in his book The Codebreakers[image: External link] as one of the first female cryptanalysts whose name has been recorded.[5]

According to Plutarch[image: External link], before the Battle of Thermopylae, knowing that her husband's death in battle was inevitable, she asked him what to do. Leonidas replied "marry a good man who will treat you well, bear him children, and live a good life".[6]
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 Children




She had at least one son by Leonidas I, Pleistarchus[image: External link], co-King of Sparta from 480 BC to his death in 458 BC.

Her son was a minor at his father's death, so his uncle Cleombrotus[image: External link] (died 480 BC) and then his first cousin and heir Pausanias[image: External link] (r. 480-479 BC) acted as his regent. It was Pausanias who was the architect of the combined Greek victory at the Battle of Plataea[image: External link] (479 BC).[7] After Pausanias fell into disfavor and was accused of plotting treason, Leonidas's son Pleistarchus ruled with the other king of Sparta, Leotychidas[image: External link] II (and then his grandson Archidamus) until his death 459/458 BC.[2]
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 Historical mentions




There are sections where she is present at court or in council and gives advice to the king or the elders.[8] This either indicates that Gorgo was highly thought of by Herodotus who often left out the names of the female figures he included in his books, or that as the wife of Leonidas I, her actions and counsel were all the more noteworthy.

Plutarch quotes Queen Gorgo as follows: "When asked by a woman from Attica, 'Why are you Spartan women the only ones who can rule men?', she said: 'Because we are also the only ones who give birth to men.'" Another version has this as, "...some foreign lady, as it would seem, told her that the women of Lacedaemon[image: External link] were the only women in the world who could rule men; 'With good reason,' she said, 'for we are the only women who bring forth men.'" (Plutarch's Lives: Lycurgus)[9]
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 In popular culture




Queen Gorgo was portrayed by Greek actress and future politician Anna Synodinou[image: External link] in the 1962 film The 300 Spartans[image: External link].[10]

Gorgo appears as a major character in Sacred Games, by Gary Corby[image: External link].[11]

The character makes a minor appearance in the 1998 comic series 300[image: External link] by Frank Miller[image: External link], who was heavily inspired by the aforementioned film.[12] In the 2006 motion picture adaptation of the comic, 300, English actress Lena Headey plays Gorgo. In this version, she is given a more important role in the events surrounding the war with Persia; she tries to convince others to bring support to Leonidas, has sex with another council member to save her husband, and then kills that member and reveals him as a traitor.[13] Headey reprised her role in the 2014 sequel, 300: Rise of an Empire.[14]

Helena P. Schrader has published the first book in a three-part biographical novel[image: External link] on Leonidas and Gorgo. The first book, Leonidas of Sparta: A Boy of the Agoge, focuses on Leonidas boyhood in the infamous Spartan agoge[image: External link], but books two and three will give prominence to Gorgo too.[15]

Gorgo appears as one of Greek leaders in strategic game "Civilization VI". [16]
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 Notes






	
^ Sparta had a system of dual kings, from two rival but related houses, descended allegedly from twin sons of an early king of Sparta.[2]
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Cersei Lannister





Cersei Lannister is a fictional character[image: External link] in the A Song of Ice and Fire series of fantasy[image: External link] novels by American author George R R Martin[image: External link], and its television adaptation Game of Thrones. She becomes a prominent point of view[image: External link] character in the novels beginning in A Feast for Crows[image: External link] (2005).

Lena Headey has garnered enormous praise for her portrayal of the character on the HBO series Game of Thrones. Headey has been nominated for three Emmy Awards[image: External link] for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series and a Golden Globe[image: External link] for Best Supporting Actress for her performance. In season 5[image: External link], a young version of the character is portrayed by Nell Williams[image: External link] in flashbacks.
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 Character background




Cersei is born as the only daughter and first child of Tywin Lannister and his wife Joanna, with her twin brother Jaime[image: External link] born soon after. Cersei and Jaime begin an incestuous affair early in their childhood, which was discovered by their mother but kept this a secret. After her mother died giving birth to their dwarf brother Tyrion[image: External link], Cersei blamed Tyrion.

Because of her beauty and high birth, she was floated as a high-value marriage prospect for a variety of suitors, having absolutely no say in the decision. After a long and convoluted process, she came to be wed to King Robert Baratheon[image: External link]; a man who never loved her and repeatedly cheated on her. These events left behind a memory of bitterness and hatred that persisted through her adult life. She resumes her affair with her brother, birthing Joffrey[image: External link], Myrcella, and Tommen[image: External link] by Jaime.

During her teenage years, she hears a prophecy that all of her closest childhood friends will soon die, her children will die during her lifetime, and that she will be thrown out by a younger and more beautiful queen than she. When her friend dies shortly thereafter, she treats this as a confirmation of the truth of the revelation and spends her entire adult life attempting to subvert the prophecy, and eventually develops a strong paranoia over this.
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 Storylines
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 A Game of Thrones




Robert, Cersei and most of the court visit the North to appoint Eddard Stark[image: External link] Hand of the King. During the royal visit to Winterfell[image: External link], Eddard's son Bran Stark[image: External link] finds Cersei committing incest[image: External link] with Jaime in a tower. To prevent their adultery from being revealed, Jaime pushes Bran from the tower; Bran survives, but has no memory of the fall and is left paraplegic.

Eddard eventually discovers the truth of Cersei's infidelity and confronts her, giving her the opportunity to flee into exile and thus spare her children certain execution. Cersei, had already arranged Robert's death in a hunting accident. When Robert dies, Cersei seizes control as regent and has Eddard arrested for treason. Cersei intends for Eddard to publicly confess and join the Night's Watch as punishment, but Joffrey orders Ned executed instead.
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 A Clash of Kings




Frustrated with Cersei's many political blunders as well as her failure to control Joffrey, Tywin appoints Tyrion Hand of the King with explicit instructions to control Cersei and Joffrey. Once at the capital, Tyrion enters into a bitter power struggle with Cersei, subverting her authority and removing her supporters from positions of power. In Jaime's absence, Cersei begins taking other lovers, including Lancel.

When Stannis Baratheon[image: External link] sails on King's Landing, Cersei and Joffrey hide in a tower, leaving Tyrion to mastermind the defense of the city. Ultimately Tywin arrives in time to force Stannis to retreat, saving the city.
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 A Storm of Swords




After formally assuming his position as Hand of the King, Tywin makes it clear to Cersei that she is no longer welcome at Small Council meetings, de facto stripping her of her political authority. Furthermore, as a condition of their alliance with House Tyrell[image: External link], Tywin intends to wed Cersei to Wilas Tyrell, heir to House Tyrell. This state of affairs is shaken when Joffrey is poisoned at his wedding feast. Maddened with grief at the loss of her eldest son, Cersei lashes out against Tyrion, accusing him of poisoning the king out of revenge. Cersei manipulates Tyrion's trial to ensure a guilty verdict, bribing and intimidating witnesses. When Tyrion demands a trial by combat[image: External link], Cersei selects the imposing Gregor Clegane[image: External link], "The Mountain," as the Crown's champion. The Mountain prevails, killing Tyrion's champion Oberyn Martell[image: External link]. Tywin then pronounces Tyrion guilty and sentences him to death, but Tyrion escapes prison and kills Tywin. Cersei is once again in complete control of the capital.
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 A Feast for Crows




With the death of her father and her son Joffrey, Cersei de facto rules the kingdom. Her second child, Tommen Baratheon, is crowned king but is widely considered weak, signing every decree that passes in front of him. However she is ruling a kingdom on the brink of ruin. The huge losses suffered by House Lannister in the war combined with the wartime disruptions to trade and harvest mean that the ruling House Lannister is dependent on resources from House Tyrell[image: External link]. The Tyrells leverage this position and begin to build power in the capital, much to Cersei's consternation.

Furthermore, Cersei makes a series of political and economic blunders, alienating allies such as Pycelle[image: External link] and Kevan Lannister[image: External link]. In an attempt to undermine the Tyrells as well as release her son from his marriage to Margaery, Cersei attempts to frame Margaery for adultery and treason. However this plot backfires as the investigation into Margaery reveals evidence of Cersei's own adultery and her complicity in Robert Baratheon's death. She confesses her post marital affairs, (though not her relationship with Jaime) and as punishment, she is stripped naked and forced to walk through the capital in full view of the public. The remaining charges will be settled in a trial by combat.
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 A Dance with Dragons




Cersei takes her walk of shame, nearly breaking down in tears near the end. The more serious charges of regicide[image: External link] and incest[image: External link] will be settled in a trial by combat[image: External link]. She sends a letter to her twin Jaime, asking him for help, but he burns her note. In prison awaiting trial, the kingdom is now run by Pycelle and Kevan. However, at the nadir of her fortunes, Varys[image: External link] returns to the capital and murders both Pycelle and Kevan. The book ends with Cersei's fate unknown.
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 Family tree of House Lannister





	See: Extended family tree of House Lannister[image: External link]
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 TV adaptation




Cersei Lannister is played by Lena Headey in the television adaption of the series of books.

In October 2014, Headey and several other key cast members, all contracted for six seasons of the series, renegotiated their deals to include a potential seventh season and salary increases for seasons five, six, and seven.[1][2] The Hollywood Reporter called the raises "huge", noting that the deal would make the performers "among the highest-paid actors on cable TV".[1] Deadline.com[image: External link] put the number for season five at "close to $300,000 an episode" for each actor,[2] and The Hollywood Reporter wrote in June 2016 that the performers would each be paid "upward of $500,000 per episode" for seasons seven and the potential eight.[3] In 2017, Headey became one of the highest paid actors on television and will earn US$1.1 million per episode for the show.[4]
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 Storylines




Much of Cersei's storyline from the first and second season in the television series is unchanged from the books. A notable change in the show is Joffrey authorising the purge of Robert's bastards, not Cersei.
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 Season 3




Cersei comes to fear that Margaery intends to usurp her as queen, and unsuccessfully tries to alienate Joffrey from her. Cersei is delighted when Tywin learns of the Tyrells' plan to wed Sansa Stark[image: External link] to Margaery's brother Loras and he intervenes to have Tyrion marry Sansa instead, but is furious when Tywin also orders her to marry Loras. When Jaime returns to King's Landing he immediately seeks out Cersei, who is shocked to discover that his sword hand has been cut off.
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 Season 4




Cersei has Tyrion arrested after Joffrey is fatally poisoned. It is implied that she knows Tyrion's guilt is highly unlikely, but just wants to see him dead, though Jaime refuses to carry out the order.[5] Indeed, at Tyrion's trial, it is obvious that Cersei has manipulated the entire procedure so that the only witnesses (herself, Lord Varys, Meryn Trant, Grand Maester Pycelle and Shae) give either incomplete or entirely false testimonies to implicate Tyrion and Sansa further in the murder. When Tyrion demands a trial by combat, Cersei quickly chooses Ser Gregor "The Mountain" Clegane as her champion to diminish Tyrion's chances of acquittal, and has Bronn betrothed to a noblewoman so that Tyrion cannot choose him as his champion. Cersei's wish comes true when Tyrion's champion, Oberyn Martell, is killed by Clegane, but she still refuses to marry Loras, even threatening her father with revealing the truth about her relationship with Jaime and the parentage of her children. Tywin rebuffs her threats, though he himself is killed by an escaping Tyrion soon afterwards.
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 Season 5




Cersei receives a threat from Dorne, where Myrcella is betrothed to Trystane Martell, and sends Jaime to Dorne to retrieve her. Tommen is married to Margaery, who tries to manipulate Tommen into sending Cersei to Casterly Rock. Fearful of losing her power, Cersei meets religious leader the High Sparrow, appointing him as the High Septon and giving him authority to re-establish the Faith Militant. In order to destabilise House Tyrell, Cersei arranges for the High Sparrow to arrest Loras for his homosexuality, with Margaery also arrested for perjury after lying to defend Loras. However, Cersei's plot backfires when Lancel, now a member of the Faith Militant, confesses to his affair with Cersei and his role in Robert Baratheon's assassination, and also accuses Cersei of incest, prompting the High Sparrow to arrest her. Cersei is eventually allowed to return to the Red Keep after confessing to adultery with Lancel, but has her hair cut off and is forced to walk naked through the streets of King's Landing as atonement. Cersei returns distraught by the abuse directed at her by the smallfolk of King's Landing, but is consoled by Qyburn's successful reanimation of Ser Gregor Clegane.[6]
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 Season 6




Cersei remains in the Red Keep, confined to her chambers and stripped of her authority. Though Cersei accepts Tommen's apology for his lack of action in her arrest and walk of atonement, she remains looked down upon by other members of the court. Cersei learns from Tommen that the High Sparrow plans to have Margaery do a walk of atonement before Cersei's trial and conspires with the Small Council to have the Tyrell army march on the Sept of Baelor to secure Margaery and Loras' release. Their plan backfires when it is revealed that Margaery has joined the Faith of the Seven and has convinced Tommen to merge the Faith and the Crown. Despite being stripped of her allies, Cersei opts to remain in King's Landing, having named Ser Gregor as her champion in her trial by combat. However, Tommen announces that trial by combat has been abolished and replaced by trial by the Seven. Cersei arranges for a cache of wildfire to be detonated beneath the Sept during Loras' trial, killing the High Sparrow, Margaery, Loras, and the rest of the Small Council. Upon witnessing the fallout of Cersei's attack, Tommen commits suicide. With House Baratheon officially extinct (technically speaking, House Baratheon became extinct with the death of Stannis Baratheon), Cersei is crowned Queen of the Seven Kingdoms.[7]
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 Recognition and awards




Cersei has been continuously praised as one of the most complex and multi-faceted characters in either version of the story. Rolling Stone ranked Cersei at No.6 on a list of the "Top 40 Game of Thrones Characters", describing her as a character who'd "rather die than give you control".[8] On a similar list made by Rolling Stone ranking the "30 Best Game of Thrones Villains", Cersei was ranked No.1, being described as the "most dangerous human being in Westeros" as well as "one of the most complex and fascinating characters on television.....she's also a strangely sympathetic figure, warped by being treated like an expensive brood mare by powerful men her entire life and genuine in her affections".[9] Alyssa Rosenburg of The Washington Post wrote "As the men....destroy themselves and each other, leaving a generation of women without husbands, sons, and marriage partners, [Cersei] may be the only [person] left to repair the shattered world".[10]

Lena Headey has received significant critical praise and acclaim for her portrayal of Cersei,[11] receiving three consecutive nominations for the Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series in 2014, 2015, and 2016, respectively.[12] She was also nominated for a Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actress in a Series, Miniseries, or Television Film in 2016.[13]



	Awards



	Wins
	

	
Portal Award for Best Actress (2012)[14]


	
EWwy Award for Best Supporting Actress, Drama (2012)[15]


	
Women's Image Network Awards for Actress Drama Series (2014)[16]


	
20th Empire Awards[image: External link] (2015)[17]


	
Gold Derby TV Award Best Drama Supporting Actress (2015, 2016)[18][19]








	Nominations
	

	Portal Award for Best Actress (2011)[20]


	Women's Image Network Awards for Actress Drama Series (2011)[16]


	
Scream Award[image: External link] for Best Ensemble (2011)


	
Scream Award[image: External link] for Best Fantasy Actress (2011)


	
Golden Nymph awards[image: External link] for Outstanding Actress in a Drama Series (2012)


	
Saturn Award for Best Actress on Television (2012)


	
Saturn Award for Best Supporting Actress on Television (2016)


	
Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link] for Outstanding Performance by An Ensemble in a Drama Series (2012, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)[21]


	
SFX Awards[image: External link] for Best Actress (2013)[22][23]


	
Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link] for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series (2014, 2015, 2016)[24][25][26][27]


	Gold Derby TV Award Best Drama Supporting Actress (2012, 2014)[28][29]


	
Critics' Choice Television Award for Best Supporting Actress in a Drama Series (2016)[30]


	
Satellite Award for Best Supporting Actress – Series, Miniseries or Television Film (2017)[31]

[32]


	
Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actress – Series, Miniseries or Television Film (2017)[33]








	Pending
	

	
Saturn Award for Best Actress on Television (2017)[34]
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HBO





Home Box Office (HBO) is an American premium[image: External link] cable[image: External link] and satellite television[image: External link] network[image: External link] that is owned by Time Warner[image: External link] through its respective flagship company Home Box Office, Inc. Programming featured on the network consists primarily of theatrically released motion pictures[image: External link] and original television series[image: External link], along with made-for-cable movies[image: External link] and documentaries[image: External link], boxing matches[image: External link], and occasional stand-up comedy[image: External link] and concert specials[image: External link].

HBO is the oldest and longest continuously operating pay television service (basic or premium) in the United States, having been in operation since November 8, 1972.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 2014, HBO had an adjusted operating income of US$1.79 billion, compared to the US$1.68 billion it accrued in 2013.[3] HBO has 49 million subscribers in the United States and 130 million worldwide as of 2016.[4][5] The network provides seven 24-hour multiplex channels, including HBO Comedy, HBO Latino, HBO Signature and HBO Family. It launched the streaming service HBO Now[image: External link] in April 2015, and has over 2 million subscribers in the United States as of February 2017.[6]
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As of July 2015, HBO's programming is available to approximately 36,483,000 households with at least one television set (31.3% of all cable, satellite and telco customers) in the United States (36,013,000 subscribers or 30.9% of all households with pay television service receive at least HBO's primary channel),[7] making it the second largest premium channel in the United States ( Encore[image: External link], owned by Starz Inc.[image: External link], reaches 40.54 million pay television households as of July 2015[7][8]). In addition to its U.S. subscriber base, HBO distributes content in at least 151 countries,[9] with approximately 130 million subscribers worldwide.[5]

HBO subscribers generally pay for an extra tier of service that includes other cable- and satellite-exclusive channels even before paying for the channel itself (though HBO often prices all of its channels together in a single package). However, a law imposed by the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC) requires that cable providers allow subscribers to get just "limited" basic cable (a base programming tier that includes local, and in some areas, out-of-market broadcast stations[image: External link] and public, educational, and government access[image: External link] channels) and premium services such as HBO, without subscribing to expanded service ( Comcast[image: External link] is the only major provider to have purposefully offered the network in such a manner utilizing this law, as it offered a bundled[image: External link] cable/Internet package that included limited basic service and HBO from October 2013 to July 2014, or January of the latter year in some markets).[10][11][12] Cable providers can require the use of a converter box – usually digital – in order to receive HBO.

HBO also provides its content through digital media; the channel maintains HBO Go[image: External link], a video on demand[image: External link] streaming service available as a website and slate of mobile apps[image: External link] exclusively to existing subscribers of the linear channel suite and a separate, but similar standalone service, HBO Now[image: External link], which launched in April 2015 as a subscription streaming platform that does not require a subscription to the HBO television service.[13][14]

Many HBO programs have been syndicated[image: External link] to other networks and broadcast television stations[image: External link] (usually after some editing for running time and/or content that indecency regulations enforced by jurisdictional telecommunications agencies or self-imposed by network Standards and Practices[image: External link] departments may prohibit from airing on broadcast and cable networks), and a number of HBO-produced series and films have been released on DVD[image: External link]. Since HBO's more successful series (most notably shows such as Sex and the City[image: External link], The Sopranos[image: External link], The Wire[image: External link], Entourage[image: External link], Six Feet Under[image: External link], Boardwalk Empire[image: External link], Game of Thrones and True Blood[image: External link]) air on over-the-air broadcasters in other countries (such as in Canada, Australia and much of Europe – including the United Kingdom), HBO's programming has the potential of being exposed to a higher percentage of the population of those countries compared to the United States.

Because of the cost of HBO (which is the most expensive of the U.S. premium services, costing a monthly fee as of 2015 between $15 and $20 depending on the provider), many Americans only view HBO programs through DVDs or in basic cable or broadcast syndication – months or even years after these programs have first aired on the network – and with editing for both content and to allow advertising, although several series have filmed alternate "clean" scenes intended for syndication runs.[15]
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 Development and launch




In 1965, Charles Dolan[image: External link] – who had already done pioneering work in the commercial use of cables[image: External link] and had developed Teleguide, a closed-circuit[image: External link] tourist information[image: External link] television system distributed to hotels in the New York metropolitan area[image: External link] – won a franchise to build a cable television[image: External link] system in the Lower Manhattan[image: External link] section of New York City.[16] The new system, which Dolan named "Sterling Information Services" (later to be known as Sterling Manhattan Cable, and eventually becoming the then Time Warner Cable[image: External link] which merged into Charter Communications[image: External link] in 2016), became the first urban underground cable television system in the United States.

Rather than stringing cable on telephone poles or using microwave[image: External link] antennas to receive the signals, Sterling laid cable beneath the streets of Manhattan[image: External link], because the tall buildings in the city blocked television signals and because the New York City Council had required that all electrical and telecommunication wiring be laid underground to limit service disruptions during bad weather, an ordinance that was passed after a blizzard[image: External link] in 1888 damaged telephone and telegraph[image: External link] lines in the area.[17] In that same year, Time-Life, Inc.[image: External link] purchased a 20% stake in Dolan's company.[18][19]

Sterling Manhattan consistently lost money during its first six years of operation, because of the expense of running cable underground and into buildings throughout Manhattan (as much as $300,000 per mile) and a limited subscriber base, 400 of them by 1971. In the summer of 1971, while on a family vacation in France, Charles Dolan began to think of ideas to make Sterling Manhattan profitable. He came up with the concept for a cable-originated television service, called "The Green Channel". Dolan later presented his idea to Time-Life management; though satellite[image: External link] distribution seemed only a distant possibility at the time, he persuaded Time-Life to back him on the project.[17]

To gauge whether consumers would be interested in subscribing to a pay television service, Time-Life sent out a direct-mail[image: External link] research brochure to residents in six U.S. cities. An overwhelming majority of those surveyed (approximately 99%) opposed the idea; 4% of those polled in a second survey, conducted by an independent consultant, said they were "almost certain" to subscribe to such a service. Time-Life later conducted a test in Allentown, Pennsylvania[image: External link], in which salesmen presented the concept of a pay cable channel to residents by offering free service for the first month and a refundable installation fee; half of residents surveyed in the test expressed interest in purchasing the conceptual service.[17] In a meeting of Dolan and some Time-Life executives who were working on the project, various other names were discussed for the new service. They ultimately settled on calling it "Home Box Office", although the name was originally intended as a working title[image: External link] in order to meet deadlines to publish research brochures for the new service, with the belief that management would come up with a different name later.[17]

Originally, Home Box Office was to debut on a Service Electric[image: External link] cable television system in Allentown; in order to avoid blackouts[image: External link] for NBA[image: External link] games that it was set to televise (Allentown was within the NBA's designated blackout radius for the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]' market area, under rules that the league had in effect at the time to protect ticket sales), Time-Life agreed to an offer by Service Electric president John Walson[image: External link] to launch the channel on its system in Wilkes-Barre[image: External link] (outside of the 76ers' DMA, in northeastern Pennsylvania[image: External link]).[17] Home Box Office launched on November 8, 1972.[20] However, HBO's launch came without fanfare in the press, as it was not covered by any local or national media outlets. In addition, the city manager of Wilkes-Barre declined an offer to attend the launch ceremony, while Time Inc. president and chief executive officer[image: External link] J. Richard Munro was unable to attend as he was stranded in traffic while trying to exit Manhattan on the George Washington Bridge[image: External link] on his way to Wilkes-Barre.[21]

The first program and movie distributed on the channel, the 1971 film Sometimes a Great Notion[image: External link], starring Paul Newman[image: External link] and Henry Fonda[image: External link], was transmitted that evening to 325 Service Electric subscribers in Wilkes-Barre (a plaque commemorating this event is located at Public Square in downtown Wilkes-Barre). Home Box Office distributed its first sports event immediately after the film: an NHL[image: External link] hockey game between the New York Rangers[image: External link] and the Vancouver Canucks[image: External link] from Madison Square Garden[image: External link].[22][23] Four months later in February 1973, Home Box Office aired its first television special[image: External link], the Pennsylvania Polka Festival.[24] Home Box Office would use a network of microwave relay towers to distribute its programming to cable systems throughout its service area.[22][25][26]

Sterling Manhattan Cable continued to lose money because the company had only a small subscriber base of 20,000 customers in Manhattan. Dolan's media partner, Time-Life, Inc., gained control of Sterling when it acquired an additional 60% equity interest, increasing its stake in the company to 80%; Time-Life then decided to pull the plug on the Sterling Manhattan operation. Time-Life dropped the "Sterling" name and the company was renamed "Manhattan Cable Television" under Time-Life's control in March 1973.[16] Gerald Levin[image: External link], who had been with Home Box Office since it began operations as its vice president[image: External link] of programming, replaced Dolan as the company's president and chief executive officer.[27]

In September 1973, Time-Life, Inc. completed its acquisition of the pay service. At the time, Home Box Office's future looked dim: it only had 8,000 subscribers across 14 cable systems, all of which were located in Pennsylvania,[21] and it was suffering from a significant subscriber churn rate[image: External link]. HBO would eventually increase its fortunes within two years: by April 1975, the service had around 100,000 subscribers in Pennsylvania and New York state, and had begun to turn a limited profit.[21]
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 National expansion, innovation and rise to prominence (1975–1993)




Time-Life executives realized the problems in trying to expand Home Box Office's distribution footprint using microwave towers because of the time and expense that would be incurred in developing such a vast relay infrastructure, and began looking for cost-efficient methods of transmitting the channel nationally. In 1974, they settled on using a geostationary communications satellite[image: External link] to transmit HBO to cable providers throughout the United States. Other television broadcasters at the time were hesitant about uplinking their feeds to satellite due to fears that the satellites may inadvertently shut down or jettison out of their orbit, as well as due to the cost of purchasing downlink receiver dishes, which in 1974, were sold for as much as $75,000. Seeing satellite transmission as the only viable option to expand HBO's reach, Gerald Levin allocated $6.5 million to lease transponder[image: External link] space on the Westar 1[image: External link] satellite for a five-year term.[21] The Time-Life board subsequently approved the plan to transmit HBO via satellite.[27]

At 9:00 p.m. Eastern Time[image: External link] on September 30, 1975, HBO became the first television network to continuously deliver its signal via satellite when it distributed the "Thrilla in Manila[image: External link]" boxing[image: External link] match between Muhammad Ali[image: External link] and Joe Frazier[image: External link]; it was beamed to UA Columbia Cablevision's systems in Fort Pierce[image: External link] and Vero Beach, Florida[image: External link], and American Television and Communications Corporation's Jackson, Mississippi[image: External link] system,[28] as well as those already carrying HBO in the northeastern United States[image: External link].[21][25][29] Through the use of satellite, the channel began transmitting separate programming feeds for the Eastern[image: External link] and Pacific Time Zones[image: External link], allowing the same programs that air first in the eastern half of the United States to air at accordant times in the western part of the country.[30] HBO switched its domestic satellite transmissions from Westar 1 to Satcom 1[image: External link] in February 1976. By 1977, Ted Turner[image: External link]'s Atlanta[image: External link] superstation[image: External link] WTCG-TV[image: External link] (soon to become WTBS[image: External link]) and Pat Robertson[image: External link]'s CBN Satellite Service[image: External link] (later to become the present-day Freeform[image: External link]) had joined it, pioneering satellite delivery for the cable television industry.[25][31] By 1980, HBO was carried on cable providers in all 50 U.S. states.[21]

HBO distributed its programming for only nine hours each day, from 3:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. Eastern Time, during its first nine years of operation. The network first adopted a 24-hour schedule on weekends in September 1981, running from 3:00 p.m. on Friday afternoons until 12:00 a.m. Eastern Time on Sunday nights/early Monday mornings; this round-the-clock schedule was expanded to weekdays three months later on December 28, 1981 (however, HBO was not the first pay television network to maintain an uninterrupted programming schedule as Showtime[image: External link] and The Movie Channel[image: External link] had both switched to 24-hour daily schedules months earlier). By this time, the full "Home Box Office" name was de-emphasized by the network, in favor of branding solely by the "HBO" initialism[image: External link] (although the full name is still used as the legal corporate name of its parent division under Time Warner,[32] and in on-air use within copyright tags featured during the closing credits[image: External link] of the channel's original programs and a legal disclaimer[image: External link] slide seen daily on its primary and multiplex channels).[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1983, HBO premiered its first original movie, The Terry Fox Story[image: External link], a biopic[image: External link] about the Canadian runner[image: External link] who embarked on a cross-country run across Canada to raise money and awareness for cancer research; the film was also the first movie ever produced for pay television. That year also saw the premiere of the first children's program to be distributed on the channel: Fraggle Rock[image: External link] (that series' creator, Jim Henson[image: External link], had earlier produced the special Emmet Otter's Jug-Band Christmas[image: External link], which won an ACE Award[image: External link] in 1978[24]). HBO continued to air various original programs aimed at children until 2001, when these programs almost completely moved over to HBO Family (which continued to occasionally distributed its own slate of original children's programming until 2003).[33]

HBO became involved in several lawsuits[image: External link] during the 1980s, involving legal statutes imposed by state and city laws that would have resulted in some programs on HBO and other pay television networks being censored[image: External link] by cable systems, if not forcing the pay services to edit inappropriate content from the programming they aired. In January 1986, HBO became the first satellite-delivered television network to encrypt[image: External link] its signal from unauthorized viewing by way of the Videocipher[image: External link] II system; this initially resulted in a mass lodge of complaints from television receive-only[image: External link] (TVRO) satellite users that previously received HBO's programming without a subscription.[30] The objections by TVRO users over having to now pay for HBO as cable subscribers had long done (requiring dish subscribers to purchase an expensive descrambler to unencrypt the signal) came to a head four months later, as HBO became a victim of broadcast signal intrusion[image: External link] when satellite television dealer John R. MacDougall, a Florida man calling himself "Captain Midnight[image: External link]", redirected a receiver dish towards the network's transponder on Galaxy 1 and intercepted its signal during a movie presentation of The Falcon and the Snowman[image: External link]; MacDougall overrode the telecast of the film with a text-based message placed over SMPTE color bars[image: External link] in protest of the channel's decision to scramble its signal for home satellite subscribers. The Federal Communications Commission subsequently prosecuted MacDougall for committing the intrusion.

In 1988, HBO's subscriber base expanded greatly as a result of the Writers Guild of America[image: External link] strike[image: External link] that year, as the channel had new programming in its inventory during a period in which the broadcast networks were only able to air reruns[image: External link] of their shows. In 1989, HBO compared[image: External link] its programming against rival pay television network Showtime, with the slogan "Simply the Best", using the Tina Turner[image: External link] single "The Best[image: External link]" as part of the network's on-air image campaign.[34]

On January 2, 1989, HBO launched Selecciones en Español de HBO y Cinemax ("Spanish Selections from HBO and Cinemax") – an alternate Spanish-language feed of HBO and Cinemax. The service, which initially launched on 20 cable systems in markets[image: External link] with significant populations of Spanish speakers,[35] originally only carried Spanish audio simulcasts of live boxing matches televised by HBO (except for certain events that were already distributed in Spanish on networks such as Galavisión[image: External link]), dubbed versions of recent feature film releases from HBO's movie suppliers and first-run Spanish-language movies (mostly from Mexico, Argentina and Spain), but later added Spanish dubs of films and other programs distributed by HBO. Selecciones – which was offered in tandem with HBO, although it operated as a separate service – utilized the second audio program[image: External link] auxiliary channel to distribute its Spanish audio feeds. Selecciones en Español de HBO y Cinemax became successful to the point that it added 35 additional cable systems to its list of carriers within a few weeks after its debut.[35] Selecciones en Español became HBO en Español on September 27, 1993.[36]

Taking advantage of HBO's successes, Warner Communications[image: External link] (which ironically was part-owner of one of the network's pay-cable competitors, The Movie Channel, from its launch in 1973 until joint venture[image: External link] group Warner-Amex Satellite Entertainment[image: External link] sold its stake in the channel to Viacom[image: External link] in 1986) merged with HBO parent Time Inc.[image: External link] in 1989 to create Time Warner[image: External link], which as of 2016, remains the parent company of the network.[37] In 1991, HBO and Cinemax became the first premium services to offer multiplexed[image: External link] channels to cable customers with the launches of HBO2, HBO3 and Cinemax 2 on three cable systems in Wisconsin[image: External link], Kansas[image: External link] and Texas[image: External link].[38] In 1993, HBO became the world's first digitally transmitted television service.[39] The move proved successful, eventually resulting in HBO and Cinemax starting up additional multiplex channels of both services – starting with the December 1996 launch of HBO Family and concluding with the launch of four Cinemax channels in 2001: WMax (now MovieMax), @Max (now Cinemáx), OuterMax and 5StarMax.
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 Rising prominence of original programming (1993–present)




During the 1990s, HBO began to experience increasing success with its original series such as Tales from the Crypt[image: External link], Dream On[image: External link], Tracey Takes On...[image: External link], Mr. Show with Bob and David[image: External link] and Arliss[image: External link]. One such program, The Larry Sanders Show[image: External link], arguably became HBO's flagship series during that decade and although it was not commercially as successful as programs that aired on the Big Three networks[image: External link] (ABC, NBC and CBS) and Fox, the show did enjoy a cult status and critical acclaim, and received nominations and wins for many major television awards (including Primetime Emmy Awards and Golden Globe Awards).[40] The series ranked #38 on TV Guide's 50 Greatest TV Shows of All Time[image: External link] (becoming the only HBO comedy series to make the list)[41] and was also included in Time[image: External link]'s list of the "100 Best TV Shows of All Time".[42] The Larry Sanders Show was also ranked by various critics and fans as one of the best TV comedies of the 1990s.[43]

The original programs that HBO has developed since the early 1990s have earned the channel numerous nominations for and wins of Emmy and Golden Globe Awards.[44] One aspect as to the perceived higher quality of these shows is due to both the quality of the writing on the programs and the fact that as a subscription-only service, HBO does not carry "normal" commercials; instead the network runs promotions[image: External link] for upcoming HBO programs and behind-the-scenes featurettes between programs. This relieves HBO from some pressures to tone down controversial aspects of its programs, and allows for more explicit content to be incorporated into its shows that would not be allowed to air on broadcast television or basic cable, such as profanity, strong/graphic violence, nudity and graphic sex scenes.

Beginning with the 1997 launch of its first one-hour dramatic narrative series Oz[image: External link], HBO started a trend that became commonplace with premium cable services. Although critically acclaimed, it was not until The Sopranos[image: External link] premiered in 1999, that the network achieved both mass critical and Emmy success. The Sopranos – centering on mob patriarch Tony Soprano[image: External link] (James Gandolfini[image: External link]) and his family – received 111 Emmy nominations during its six-season run, resulting in 21 wins, two of them for Outstanding Drama Series[image: External link].

1998 saw the debut of From the Earth to the Moon[image: External link], a 12-part miniseries[image: External link] that was produced by Tom Hanks[image: External link], Ron Howard[image: External link] and Brian Grazer[image: External link] and based on the Andrew Chaikin[image: External link] book A Man on the Moon[image: External link]. Costing $68 million to produce, it traced the U.S. space program from the U.S./U.S.S.R. space race through the final moon landing, Apollo 17[image: External link]. From the Earth to the Moon won an Emmy Award for Outstanding Miniseries[image: External link], and helped spur other HBO miniseries based on historical events such as 61*[image: External link], Band of Brothers[image: External link], John Adams[image: External link] and The Pacific[image: External link]. That year also saw the debut of the comedy series Sex and the City[image: External link], which was based on the book series of the same name by Candace Bushnell[image: External link]; over the course of its six-season run, the show – centering on the friendship and romances of four New York City women[45] – received 54 Emmy nominations, winning seven, including one win for Outstanding Comedy Series[image: External link].

In 1999, HBO became the first U.S. cable channel to operate a high-definition[image: External link] simulcast feed.[46] In July 2001, HBO launched HBO on Demand, the first premium subscription video-on-demand[image: External link] enhancement in the United States, to Time Warner Cable subscribers in Columbia, South Carolina[image: External link].[47]

In 2001, HBO debuted Six Feet Under[image: External link] and in 2002 The Wire[image: External link], which, although not surpassing The Sopranos in viewership success, matched its critical acclaim and further cemented HBO's reputation as a network that produced quality programming.[citation needed[image: External link]] HBO experienced another success among viewers in 2008, with the debut of True Blood[image: External link], a vampire[image: External link] drama based on a series of gothic novels by Charlaine Harris[image: External link]. The network saw three more hit series in the 2010s with Game of Thrones, based on George R. R. Martin's fantasy novel series A Song of Ice and Fire, which earned both critical and viewer praise; Girls[image: External link], a comedy series created by series star Lena Dunham[image: External link]; and True Detective[image: External link], an anthology[image: External link]-style series – structured to feature a different cast and setting within each season's storyline – which initially saw established film actors Woody Harrelson[image: External link] and Matthew McConaughey[image: External link] in its lead roles.[48]

On August 13, 2015, HBO announced its re-entry into children's programming, when it reached a five-year programming and development deal with Sesame Workshop[image: External link]. Through the agreement, HBO obtained first-run television rights to Sesame Street[image: External link], beginning with the January 2016 debut of its 46th season (with episodes being distributed to the program's longtime broadcaster, PBS[image: External link], following a nine-month exclusivity window at no charge to its member stations); Sesame Workshop will also produce original children's programming content for the channel, which will also gain exclusive streaming rights to the company's programming library for HBO Go and HBO Now (assuming those rights from Amazon Video[image: External link], Netflix[image: External link] and Sesame Workshop's in-house subscription streaming service, Sesame Go, the latter of which will cease to operate as a standalone offering). Although struck with the intent to having the show remain on PBS in some fashion, the nonprofit production company[image: External link] reached the deal due to cutbacks resulting from declines in public and private donations, distribution fees paid by PBS member stations and licensing for merchandise sales.[49][50][51][52]

On October 22, 2016, AT&T[image: External link] reached a deal to buy Time Warner for over $80 billion. If approved by federal regulators, the merger would bring Time Warner's properties, including HBO, under the same umbrella as AT&T's telecommunication holdings, including satellite provider DirecTV[image: External link].[53][54]
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In 1991, HBO and Cinemax became the first premium services to offer multiplexed services to cable customers as companions to the main network, offering additional channels of the two services to three TeleCable-operated systems in Overland Park, Kansas[image: External link], Racine, Wisconsin[image: External link] and the Dallas[image: External link] suburbs of Richardson[image: External link] and Plano, Texas[image: External link].[55] The first two multiplex channels – HBO2 and HBO3 – launched as part of this test by the TeleCable systems. The following year, research from ACNielsen[image: External link] revealed that multiplex delivery of HBO and Cinemax had a positive impact on subscriber usage and attitudes, including aiding in the retention of pay cable subscriptions by its subscribers.[56]

The HBO multiplex would later expand in December 1996, with the launch of HBO Family, focusing on family-oriented feature films[image: External link] and television series aimed at younger children.[57] The HBO multiplex channels became collectively marketed under the brand name "HBO The Works" in April 1998 (the Cinemax channels concurrently began to be marketed as "MultiMax"), coinciding with the name change of HBO2 as HBO Plus (the channel would ultimately restore the HBO2 name in September 2002), and the rebranding[image: External link] and format change of HBO3 as HBO Signature (a network aimed at women). In May 1999, two more channels launched: HBO Comedy (featuring comedic films and series, along with stand-up comedy[image: External link] specials) and HBO Zone (a network aimed at young adults).[58] Just over a year later in October 2000, the Spanish language network HBO Latino debuted, featuring a mix of dubbed simulcasts of the main HBO channel's programming and Spanish programs that are exclusive to the channel.

"HBO The Works" continued in use as the brand for the HBO multiplex until 2004. Individually, the HBO multiplex channel suite has no "official" marketed name as of 2016, although HBO and Cinemax's respective multiplex packages are marketed collectively as the "HBO/MAX Pak".[59] HBO Family and HBO Latino had the distinction of being the only multiplex channels of HBO that have their own websites, as all of the others were integrated within the main HBO site; the separate sites and sections for both channels were eliminated in 2010, around the time the HBO Go service was launched.
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 List of channels




Depending on the service provider, HBO provides up to thirteen multiplex channels – seven 24-hour multiplex channels, all of which are simulcast in both standard definition[image: External link] and high definition[image: External link] – as well as a subscription video-on-demand[image: External link] service (HBO On Demand).

HBO broadcasts its primary and multiplex channels on both Eastern and Pacific Time Zone schedules. The respective coastal feeds of each channel are usually packaged together (though most cable providers only offer the east and west coast feeds of the main HBO channel, as well as HBO2 in some cases), resulting in the difference in local airtimes[image: External link] for a particular movie or program between two geographic locations being three hours at most. The premium film service Cinemax, which is also owned by Time Warner through Home Box Office Inc., operates as a separate service from HBO; although HBO is very frequently sold together in a package with Cinemax, subscribers to one of the services do not necessarily have to subscribe to the other.



	Channel
	Description and programming



	The flagship[image: External link] service; HBO airs popular feature films; first-run films; original series and made-for-cable movies[image: External link]; boxing events; sports, stand-up comedy[image: External link] and occasional concert specials; and documentaries. The channel also typically debuts new movies on a weekly basis – with feature films debuting on HBO within a lag of between eight months to one year on average from their initial theatrical release – on Saturday nights (usually around 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time; the Pacific Time Zone broadcast of the premiered film airs later in the evening when a live special – most commonly, a telecast of HBO World Championship Boxing[image: External link] or HBO Boxing After Dark[image: External link] – is scheduled to air that particular Saturday, with the special being shown after the movie on the Eastern Time Zone feed). The main HBO channel mainly airs R-rated films only after 8:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific, but does air certain TV-MA rated programs during the daytime hours.



	A secondary channel that features a separate schedule of theatrical and original made-for-cable movies, series and specials, as well as same-week rebroadcasts of newer films, boxing events and episodes of HBO original series aired recently on the primary channel. Unlike the main HBO channel, HBO2 broadcasts R-rated films during the daytime hours. Launched on August 1, 1991, the channel was renamed HBO Plus on April 1, 1998, but reverted to the original "HBO2" name in September 2002. In Latin America, a regional version of HBO2 rebroadcasts movies previously aired on the main HBO Latin America[image: External link] channel, and HBO Plus functions as a separate channel.



	Launched on May 6, 1999,[60] HBO Comedy features comedic films, as well as rebroadcasts of HBO's original comedy series and stand-up specials; the channel broadcasts R-rated films during the daytime hours, but only airs adult comedy specials at night.



	Launched in December 1996,[57] HBO Family features movies and series aimed at children, as well as feature films intended for a broader family audience. It airs a block[image: External link] of series aimed at preschoolers, "HBO Family Jam", each morning from 6:00 to 11:00 a.m. and weekday afternoons from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time; films and family-oriented original specials fill out the remainder of the channel's daily schedule.[61][62] All films broadcast on HBO Family are rated G, PG or PG-13 (or the equivalent[image: External link] TV-G, TV-PG or TV-14); R-rated films and TV-MA rated programs are not broadcast on the channel. Prior to El Perro y El Gato's migration of first-run episodes to the channel in January 2018, children's programs formerly ran on the main HBO channel in the form of a daily morning block, with specials airing during the late afternoon/early evening hours; these programs migrated entirely to HBO Family by the early 2000s.
HBO Family is HBO's third (and only successful) venture at a family-oriented pay service: two similarly formatted standalone mini-pay services that were launched by the network, Take 2 in 1979 and Festival in 1987, both ceased operations after short existences. Despite being a premium service, cable providers have occasionally used HBO Family to temporarily replace television stations that were dropped due to carriage disputes[image: External link] with providers such as during Hearst Television[image: External link]'s 2012 dispute with Time Warner Cable that resulted in TWC's associated Bright House Networks[image: External link] system substituting independent station WMOR-TV[image: External link] with the channel in Tampa, Florida[image: External link],[63] and a dispute between Cox Communications[image: External link] and LIN TV[image: External link] in which HBO Family temporarily replaced Fox affiliate WVBT[image: External link] from Cox's Hampton Roads, Virginia[image: External link] system from January to February 2000.[64]





	Launched on October 31, 2000 (although originally slated to debut on September 18 of that year),[65] HBO Latino is a channel aimed at Hispanic and Latino American[image: External link] audiences that largely serves as a Spanish language simulcast of the primary HBO channel, with the exception of some limited program substitutions and different network promotions featured in-between programs (HBO and its other multiplex channels also utilize the second audio program function included on many television sets, and cable and satellite receivers to provide alternate Spanish language audio tracks of most programs). The channel's programming includes HBO original productions, Spanish and Portuguese series from HBO Latin America, dubbed versions of Hollywood blockbusters, Spanish-language films and boxing events (including the original boxing series Boxeo De Oro). The channel is the successor to HBO en Español (originally named Selecciones en Español de HBO y Cinemax), which launched in 1989.



	HBO Signature features high quality films, HBO original series and specials. Launched in 1991, the channel was originally known as "HBO 3" until October 1998, when its format was changed from a genericized format similar to HBO and HBO2 to focusing on movies, series and specials targeted at a female audience.[58]




	Launched on May 6, 1999,[60] HBO Zone airs movies and HBO original programs aimed at young adults between the ages of 18 to 34 years old. It is also the only HBO channel that broadcasts softcore pornographic[image: External link] programming, featuring adult-oriented movies similar to those seen on sister network Cinemax's Max After Dark[image: External link] block on most days in late-night.
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 Cinemax




See: Cinemax[image: External link]


On August 1, 1980, HBO launched Cinemax, a companion movie-based premium channel[66] created as HBO's answer to fellow movie-oriented pay service The Movie Channel (which operated as a standalone service at the time). Unlike HBO, Cinemax maintained a 24-hour schedule from its launch. The channel succeeded early on partly due to its reliance on movie classics from the 1950s to the 1970s – with some more recent films mixed in – that would be presented uncut and without commercial interruption, at a time when cable subscribers only received about three dozen channels due to limited headend[image: External link] channel capacity. In most cases, cable operators sold Cinemax and HBO as a single package, usually offered at a discount for customers that chose to subscribe to both channels.

In its early years, Cinemax carried music specials and some limited original programming such as Second City Television[image: External link] and Max Headroom[image: External link] in addition to movies, but the network subsequently become known among its subscribers for airing softcore adult films and series[image: External link] during the late night hours that contain strong sexual content[image: External link] and nudity (broadcasts of such programs are restricted from airing on the main Cinemax channel before 11:30 p.m. Eastern Time),[67][68] and eventually began producing original action series in August 2011.[68] Beginning with the launch of Cinemax 2 (now MoreMax) in 1991, Cinemax has gradually launched its own set of multiplex services; as of 2015, in addition to its main feed and MoreMax, Cinemax operates five additional channels: ActionMax (which originally launched as Cinemax 3 in 1995); ThrillerMax (which launched in 1998);[58] MovieMax (which originally launched as WMax in 2001); Cinemáx (a Spanish language simulcast feed, which originally launched as the separately formatted @Max in 2001) and 5StarMax (which originally launched in 2001).[69][70][71]
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 Other services
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 HBO HD




HBO HD is a high definition[image: External link] simulcast feed of HBO that broadcasts in the 1080i[image: External link][verification needed[image: External link]] resolution format.[2] In addition to its main channel, HBO also operates high definition simulcast feeds of its six multiplex channels. HBO HD is available on most major cable providers including Cox Communications; DirecTV[image: External link]; Charter Communications[image: External link]; Time Warner Cable; Dish Network[image: External link]; Comcast[image: External link]; AT&T U-verse[image: External link]; Optimum[image: External link]; and Verizon FiOS[image: External link], although few providers offer all seven multiplex channels in HD. The main channel first began broadcasting in high definition on March 6, 1999.[46]
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 HBO on Demand




HBO on Demand is the channel's subscription video-on-demand[image: External link] service; launched on July 1, 2001 on Time Warner Cable's Columbia, South Carolina system, it was the first subscription VOD service offered by a premium channel in the United States.[47] HBO on Demand offers a selection of movies, original series and specials previously seen on the network.[72] The service is provided at no additional cost to HBO subscribers, who already regularly pay a premium fee to cable and satellite providers to receive access to the channel. HBO launched the VOD service in an effort to allow subscribers access to the channel's programming on their own schedules, thereby reducing the frequency in which viewers were unable to find a program they would like to watch as well as limiting cancellations to the service for that same reason. HBO on Demand features a rotating selection of films, specials and series, with select new titles added each Friday alongside existing program titles held over from the previous one to two weeks.

The standard definition and high definition versions of the HBO on Demand service are available on most cable and satellite providers, delivered to customers who subscribe to the linear HBO channels at no additional charge. On January 3, 2011, HBO became the first premium channel and the first cable network to offer a 3D[image: External link]-only VOD service as it launched a subscription video on demand service offering select feature films in 3D to Time Warner Cable, Comcast and Verizon FiOS customers who subscribe to the HBO service.[73]

In the United Kingdom, a domestic version of HBO on Demand launched on TalkTalk TV[image: External link] in 2015, available through the provider's box sets as a strictly buy-and-keep service.
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 HBO Go




See: HBO Go[image: External link]


On February 18, 2010, HBO launched HBO Go, a service that carries 1,000 hours of program content available for streaming in standard or high definition, intended as a TV Everywhere[image: External link] service available only to existing subscribers of the linear HBO television channels (a requirement necessary to access its content via streaming devices such as Roku[image: External link] and Apple TV[image: External link], and select video game consoles[image: External link], as well as via its website and mobile apps). Content available on HBO Go includes theatrically released films as well as HBO original programs, movies, comedy specials, documentaries, sports and late night adult programming.[74]
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 HBO Now




See: HBO Now[image: External link]


On October 15, 2014, HBO announced plans to launch an over-the-top[image: External link] subscription video on demand service in 2015, which would be distributed as a standalone offering that does not require an existing television subscription to use.[75][76][77] The service, HBO Now, was unveiled on March 9, 2015, and officially launched one month later on April 7.[14][78][79][80] The service was initially available via Apple Inc.[image: External link] to Apple TV[image: External link] and iOS[image: External link] devices for a three-month exclusivity period following its formal launch, before becoming available for subscription through other participating Internet service providers[image: External link].[14][78] Available for $15 per month, HBO Now is identical to HBO Go in terms of content and features. New episodes of HBO series are made available for streaming the same day, and usually at the same time, as their original broadcast on the main linear HBO channel. Apple's App Store[image: External link] features promotions offering free one-month trials or other incentives to subscribe to HBO Now, as the program is in partnership with Apple Inc. and Apple TV.[81] The number of HBO Now subscribers reached over 2 million by February 2017.[6]
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 Programming




HBO's programming schedule currently consists largely of theatrically released feature films – which occupy the majority of its daily schedule – and original series primarily aimed at adults (including, as of April 2016, dramas such as Game of Thrones, The Leftovers[image: External link] and Westworld[image: External link], and comedies such as Girls[image: External link], Veep[image: External link], Ballers[image: External link], Last Week Tonight[image: External link] and Silicon Valley[image: External link]). In addition, HBO also carries original made-for-TV movies, sports events and sports-centric documentary and magazine series, documentary films, behind-the-scenes specials, and concert and stand-up comedy specials. The network primarily airs most of its original programs on its main channel after 8:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time, although it airs select original series and made-for-cable movies as well as certain documentaries during the daytime hours; these programs also air at various times on HBO's multiplex channels. HBO Signature, HBO Family, HBO Comedy and HBO Zone also each carry archived HBO programming, airing repeats of former original series and specials dating back to the 1990s.

HBO has long maintained a policy not to run R-rated films on its primary channel between 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time;[82][83] this policy (which may have once stemmed from HBO's availability on analog cable tiers, while its multiplex channels generally required a digital cable[image: External link] subscription or at least scrambling) remains in place as of 2016, despite the existence of the V-chip[image: External link] and other premium services having incorporated R-rated films onto their daytime schedules starting in the mid-1980s. The policy was also applied to all TV-MA rated programs after the TV Parental Guidelines[image: External link] were implemented on January 1, 1997; however the main HBO channel began airing a limited amount of TV-MA rated original series, movies and documentaries that contain some strong profanity and violence, but are largely devoid of nudity, and graphic violent or sexual content on weekends before 8:00 p.m. Eastern in 2010.[84] However, HBO does occasionally rebroadcast R-rated films as early as 6:00 p.m. Eastern Time as part of its Sunday rebroadcast of the prior Saturday's movie premiere telecast, depending on the length of the film and the scheduling of any HBO original series that air after it.

Outside of HBO Family, which does not run any programs with either a TV-MA or R rating,[85] HBO's other multiplex channels will air TV-MA and R-rated programming during morning and afternoon time periods. HBO also does not typically allow most NC-17 rated films to be aired on the primary channel or its multiplex channels.

HBO pioneered the free preview[image: External link] concept – which has since become a standard in the pay television industry – in 1973, as part of a plan to increase subscribership of the channel.[86] Cable providers were originally granted permission to carry HBO on a local origination channel in order for those who are not subscribers the ability to view the channel for a limited number of days; with the advent of digital cable and satellite, providers now unencrypt the designated slots of each HBO channel during preview periods. Until the mid-1990s, on-air promotions featured between programs were replaced (and later, merely interspersed) with interstitials featuring on-air hosts asking viewers to subscribe to the service. Although participation was voluntary,[87] preview events are carried by most major and some smaller pay television providers (the number of providers and the providers that choose to offer the event varies depending on the given free preview period, and may not be carried on all systems owned by a multiple system operator[image: External link] unless at the provider's discretion); HBO currently offers between three and five preview events each year to participating providers (which are normally scheduled to coincide with the premiere of a new or returning original series, and in the past, a high-profile special or feature film).

The network also produces short segments promoting new movies with the cooperation of the film studios that hold releasing rights to the projects. These usually consist of either interstitial segments providing a behind-the-scenes look at the making of an upcoming/recently released film, with interviews with the actors and principal crew, or red carpet[image: External link] coverage, which are almost universally produced by studios with which HBO and Cinemax maintain exclusive premium television broadcast rights. Depending on their length or content, these are either aired as part of the feature segment HBO News (formerly titled HBO Entertainment News from 1988 to 2007), which airs during extended promotional breaks between programs and runs between three and five minutes, or as part of HBO First Look, a series of documentary-style interstitial specials (usually running 15 to 20 minutes in length, with no set schedule) that debuted in 1992. These segments, particularly episodes of First Look, have also often been included as bonus features on DVD and Blu-ray[image: External link] releases of the films that were profiled (many of which have aired on HBO and Cinemax once they reached their pay-cable distribution windows), though broadcasts of these interstitials have begun to be reduced to only a few episodes per year as HBO has focused on its higher-profile, long-form original programming instead and studios have internally produced behind-the-scenes featurettes for their films for exclusive physical and digital media release.

During the "Executive Actions" symposium held by The Washington Post[image: External link] and George Washington University[image: External link] in April 2015 (shortly after the launch of the HBO Now streaming service), HBO CEO Richard Plepler said that he does not want the network to be akin to Netflix[image: External link] in which users "binge watch[image: External link]" its television shows and film content, saying "I don't think it would have been a great thing for HBO or our brand if that had been gobbled up in the first week[...] I think it was very exciting for the viewer to have that mystery held out for an extended period of time." Pleper cited that he feels that binge watching does not correlate with the culture of HBO and HBO watchers.[88]
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 Original programming




Since the early 1980s, HBO has produced original programming, which include dramatic and comedic series, in addition to its slate of theatrical films. Most of these shows are intended for adults (and, with limited exceptions, are typically assigned TV-MA ratings[image: External link]), often featuring high amounts of profanity, violence, sexual themes and/or nudity that would be much more difficult to get on basic cable[image: External link] or over-the-air broadcast channels, out of fear of losing sponsors. However some of its original programs, primarily those produced before 2001, have also been aimed at families or children; most of these type of programs have migrated to HBO Family, though HBO has produced very few newer family-oriented series for either channel since that point. In a notable example, HBO ventured back into children's programming with its acquisition of the first-run and streaming rights to Sesame Street, a long-running children's television series that had previously aired on PBS for the vast majority of its run, in the aforementioned deal with Sesame Workshop that was announced in August 2015.[49]

In addition to maintaining rights to films from various distributors, HBO also produces its own made-for-cable movies[image: External link] through HBO Films[image: External link]; the film division, originally named HBO Pictures, began producing original movies for the network in 1983 with the debut of The Terry Fox Story. Unlike most television films produced for cable television, most of the original movies produced by HBO have featured major film actors over the years, ranging from James Stewart[image: External link] to Michael Douglas[image: External link]. The channel also produces stand-up comedy specials, which were formerly broadcast under the On Location[image: External link], HBO Comedy Hour and HBO Comedy Half-Hour banners, which periodically premiere on certain Saturday nights when a boxing match or movie is not scheduled during the late prime time slots.

One of HBO's first successful specials was The Bette Midler Show in 1976, which launched the Standing Room Only[image: External link] concert series. For a time in the early 1980s, HBO produced a concert special almost every other month, featuring major music stars such as Boy George[image: External link] and The Who[image: External link]. After MTV[image: External link]'s successful rollout in 1981, the Standing Room Only series began to produce fewer concerts, but focused more on "world class" music events featuring artists such as Elton John[image: External link], Tina Turner[image: External link] and Barbra Streisand[image: External link], as well as fundraisers such as Farm Aid[image: External link].[24] The On Location comedy specials, which presented a stand-up comedian's performance in its entirety and uncut, began in 1975 with a special starring Robert Klein[image: External link]. The first of twelve concert specials televised by the network featuring George Carlin[image: External link] aired on HBO in 1977 as part of On Location, featuring Carlin's first televised performance of his classic routine, "The Seven Words You Can Never Say on Television[image: External link]".[24] As other cable channels incorporated comedy specials due to their inexpensive format, HBO began to model its strategy with its comedy specials after its music programming, focusing on a few specials each year featuring popular comedians.[24]
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 Movie library




As of May 2016, HBO – as well as its sister channel Cinemax – maintains exclusive first-run film licensing agreements with network sister company Warner Bros. Entertainment[image: External link] (including content from subsidiaries Warner Bros. Animation[image: External link], New Line Cinema[image: External link] since 2005, and Castle Rock Entertainment[image: External link]),[89] 20th Century Fox[image: External link] since 1979 (including content from subsidiaries 20th Century Fox Animation[image: External link], Blue Sky Studios[image: External link], New Regency Productions[image: External link], and Fox Searchlight Pictures[image: External link]),[90] Universal Studios[image: External link] since 2003 (including content from subsidiaries Universal Animation Studios[image: External link], Working Title Films[image: External link], Illumination Entertainment[image: External link] and Focus Features[image: External link]),[91][92] Summit Entertainment[image: External link] since 2013,[93] and DreamWorks[image: External link] since 1996 (excluding films that DreamWorks co-produces in conjunction with Touchstone Pictures[image: External link], with rights to live action co-productions by the two studios being held by Showtime).[94][95]

The first-run film output agreement with Fox was renewed by HBO for ten years on August 15, 2012 (with a provision allowing the studio to release its films through digital platforms such as iTunes[image: External link] and Amazon[image: External link] during a film's term of license with the channel for the first time),[96] and the Universal output deal was renewed for ten years on January 6, 2013 (with the exception of certain animated films that HBO can offer to pass over to the Netflix[image: External link] streaming service).[97] The first-run output deal with Summit Entertainment was renewed by HBO for an additional four years on March 1, 2016.[98] Since 2008, HBO also holds exclusive pay cable rights to its own in-house theatrical films made through HBO Films.

HBO also shows sub-runs – runs of films that have already received broadcast or syndicated television airings – of theatrical films from Paramount Pictures[image: External link] (including content from subsidiary Republic Pictures[image: External link], both for films released prior to 2003), Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link] (including content from subsidiaries Walt Disney Pictures[image: External link], Touchstone Pictures, Hollywood Pictures[image: External link], and former subsidiary and current independently operated studio Miramax Films[image: External link]), Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link] (including content from subsidiaries Columbia Pictures[image: External link], Sony Pictures Classics[image: External link], Screen Gems[image: External link] and former HBO sister company TriStar Pictures[image: External link], all for films released prior to 2005), Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] (including content from subsidiaries United Artists[image: External link], Orion Pictures[image: External link] and The Samuel Goldwyn Company[image: External link]), and Lions Gate Entertainment[image: External link] (for films released prior to 2004).[99]

Films to which HBO holds the pay cable rights will usually also run on Cinemax during their licensing term, although some feature films from the aforementioned studios that the two channels have broadcast rights to will make their premium television debut on HBO several weeks before their premiere on Cinemax and vice versa.
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 Former first-run contracts




During the early years of premium cable, it was not uncommon for multiple pay television services, including HBO, Showtime and The Movie Channel (and later, Cinemax), to hold broadcast rights to the same feature films. HBO began purchasing exclusive rights to broadcast select individual films in the late 1970s; these gradually expanded to exclusive output deals (which are commonplace with North American premium channels to this day), in which a pay service enters into a licensing agreement to broadcast movies from a particular film studio over a period of years. HBO signed its first major exclusive film output deal with Columbia Pictures in the early 1980s.[100] During the 1980s, HBO also held rights to films from TriStar Pictures (whose output deal with HBO, as well as that with Columbia Pictures, expired after 2004) and Orion Pictures;[101][102] as of February 2013, rival premium channel Starz[image: External link] has an exclusive deal with Sony Pictures Entertainment, and is the rightsholder to all newer films from Columbia and TriStar.[103]

Films released by Paramount Pictures between mid-1988 and late 1997 were broadcast on HBO;[104] rival premium channel Showtime assumed pay television rights to Paramount-released films in 1998, and held them until 2008, with the rights being turned over to upstart pay service Epix[image: External link] (which Paramount and its corporate parent Viacom[image: External link] partially owns) the following year.[105][106] HBO relinquished its deal with DreamWorks Pictures to broadcast its live-action films at the end of 2010, when the distribution rights shifted from Paramount Pictures to Touchstone Pictures (whose films are broadcast by Showtime through a distribution agreement with the Walt Disney Motion Pictures Group).[107] HBO's contract with DreamWorks Animation[image: External link] expired after 2012, at which time Netflix assumed pay television rights to that studio's releases.[108]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sports programming




HBO broadcasts a limited amount of sports programming as well as sports-related discussion and documentary series produced by the channel's HBO Sports division; HBO – through its parent holding company Home Box Office Inc. – also operates HBO PPV (formerly TVKO), which serves as a distributor of major boxing[image: External link] events for pay-per-view[image: External link].

HBO's first sports broadcast was of a New York Rangers-Vancouver Canucks NHL game, transmitted to a Service Electric cable system in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania on November 8, 1972; the channel continued to air select NHL hockey games through the mid-1970s. HBO has long been known for its telecasts of boxing matches (which usually air on Saturday nights every two to three weeks on average), including those shown on its flagship sports program HBO World Championship Boxing. On September 30, 1975, the "Thrilla in Manila" boxing match between Muhammad Ali and Joe Frazier aired on HBO and was the first program on the pay cable network to be broadcast via satellite. That same year[image: External link], HBO began airing coverage of Wimbledon[image: External link]; it held contractual rights to coverage of the tennis tournament through 1999[image: External link], when it lost the rights to sister network TNT[image: External link] (owned by Time Warner's Turner Broadcasting System[image: External link] subsidiary).

In 1973, HBO aired a World Wide Wrestling Federation[image: External link] event from Madison Square Garden[image: External link], headlined by a match between George Steele[image: External link] and Pedro Morales[image: External link]. During the mid-1970s, HBO aired several basketball games from the National Basketball Association[image: External link] and the American Basketball Association[image: External link] (notably, the last ABA Finals game[image: External link] in 1976, prior to the latter league's merger with the NBA, between the New York Nets[image: External link] and the Denver Nuggets[image: External link]). HBO also aired Professional Bowlers Association[image: External link] (PBA) events during the 1970s; Dick Stockton[image: External link] served as the play-by-play[image: External link] announcer and Skee Foremsky acted as the color commentator[image: External link] for the bowling[image: External link] telecasts.[109]

In 1977, HBO premiered the channel's longest-running program, and its first sports-related documentary and analysis series Inside the NFL[image: External link], featuring game reviews of National Football League[image: External link] games from the previous week of the league season as well as interviews with players, coaches and team management; HBO canceled the program in February 2008 after 30 seasons (the program was later acquired by rival premium channel Showtime, which began airing the series in September 2008). HBO expanded its boxing slate in September 1996, with the launch of Boxing After Dark, a program which showcases fights from up-and-coming boxing talents.

The network would build upon Inside the NFL with debut of additional sports talk and documentary programs: Race for the Pennant[image: External link] (concerning the Major League Baseball[image: External link] season, running from 1978 to 1992), Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel[image: External link] (which debuted in 1998), On the Record with Bob Costas[image: External link] (which debuted in 2001, and was revamped as Costas Now[image: External link] in 2005, ending in 2009), and Joe Buck Live[image: External link] (which ran for one season in 2009). In 2001, HBO and NFL Films[image: External link] began to jointly produce the documentary series Hard Knocks[image: External link], which follows an individual NFL[image: External link] team each season during training camp[image: External link] and their preparations for the upcoming football season.[24][110]

HBO Sports has been headed by several well-known television executives over the years, including its founder Steve Powell (later head of programming at ESPN[image: External link]), Dave Meister (later head of the Tennis Channel[image: External link]), Seth Abraham (later head of MSG Network[image: External link]),[24] and Ross Greenburg[image: External link].
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 Documentaries




Many of HBO's documentary series appear under the America Undercover[image: External link] brand, the regular features of which have been Real Sex[image: External link] (a late night magazine-formatted series of specials that ran from 1992 to 2009, which frankly explored a variety of mainstream and non-mainstream sexual matters[24]) and Autopsy[image: External link]. One of the most notable America Undercover specials was 1985's Soldiers in Hiding, focusing on homeless[image: External link] veterans of the Vietnam War[image: External link] living in the wilderness, which won the first Academy Award for a cable television service in the Best Documentary category (although HBO has had some of its documentaries enter limited theatrical release to qualify for Oscar nominations in later years).[24] HBO is also noted for its Sports of the 20th Century documentary brand. One of its most recent documentaries was Dare to Dream, about the U.S. Women's Soccer Team[image: External link] and their effort to make a difference, and featured Mia Hamm[image: External link], Kristine Lilly[image: External link], Brandi Chastain[image: External link], Joy Fawcett[image: External link] and Julie Foudy[image: External link].

HBO's first successful documentary aired in 1979, the six-part series Time Was[image: External link], which featured host Dick Cavett[image: External link] being inserted into seminal events occurring between the 1920s and the 1970s. 1981's She's Nobody's Baby, produced by Ms.[image: External link] magazine, was another well-known documentary tracing the evolution in the societal role of American women during the 20th Century; the special earned HBO the first Peabody Award[image: External link] won by a pay television service.[111] Since then, the network has brought home numerous Peabody Awards for its documentary films.[112] HBO had also broadcast informational documentaries produced in partnership with Consumer Reports[image: External link] starting in 1980, focusing on subjects from product safety to finance to health.[24] One such documentary, AIDS: Everything You and Your Family Need to Know…But Were Afraid to Ask, which aired in 1987 at the height of the AIDS[image: External link] epidemic in the U.S., provided factual information on AIDS and HIV[image: External link] and was hosted by then-Surgeon General[image: External link] C. Everett Koop[image: External link].[24]

In 2004, guided by human rights activist Ansar Burney[image: External link], an HBO team for Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel used a hidden camera to document slavery and torture in secret desert camps where boys under the age of five were trained to race camels[image: External link], a national sport in the United Arab Emirates[image: External link] (UAE). This half-hour investigative report exposed a carefully hidden child slavery[image: External link] ring that bought or kidnapped[image: External link] hundreds of young boys in Pakistan and Bangladesh, who were then forced to become camel jockeys in the UAE. The report also questioned the sincerity of U.S. diplomacy in pressuring the UAE, an ally to the United States, to comply with its own stated policy of banning the use of children under 15 from camel racing. The documentary won a Sports Emmy Award in 2004 for "Outstanding Sports Journalism" and the 2006 Alfred I. duPont–Columbia University Award[image: External link] for "Outstanding Broadcast Journalism". It also brought worldwide attention to the plight of child camel jockeys in the Middle East and helped the Ansar Burney Trust to convince the governments of Qatar[image: External link] and the UAE to end the use of children in the sport.

In 2006, film director Spike Lee[image: External link] made a two-part four-hour documentary on Hurricane Katrina[image: External link] called When the Levees Broke: A Requiem in Four Acts[image: External link]. Also in 2006, documentary artist Lauren Greenfield[image: External link] directed a feature-length film about four young women struggling with eating disorders[image: External link] seeking treatment at the Renfrew Clinic in Florida, called Thin[image: External link]. 2008 saw the U.S. television premiere of Baghdad High[image: External link], a documentary that depicted the lives of four boys attending a high school in Baghdad[image: External link], Iraq[image: External link], over the course of one year in the form of a video diary that was filmed by the boys themselves, who were given video cameras for the project.[113]

In November 2008, HBO paid low seven figures for U.S. television rights to Amy Rice and Alicia Sams's documentary, By the People: The Election of Barack Obama[image: External link]. The film covers Obama's 2006 trip to Africa, his presidential primary campaign, the 2008 general election[image: External link] and his inauguration[image: External link]. The documentary received theatrical release in New York City and Los Angeles, and aired on HBO in November 2009.[114]

In November 2012, HBO aired a four-part documentary titled Witness, each part of which is devoted to covering photojournalists in four conflict regions: Juarez[image: External link], Libya[image: External link], South Sudan[image: External link] and Rio de Janeiro[image: External link].[115] On March 28, 2013, the channel premiered the Alexandra Pelosi[image: External link]-directed documentary Fall to Grace[image: External link], about former New Jersey Governor[image: External link] Jim McGreevey[image: External link], who resigned from the post in 2011 following the revelation of an infidelity scandal that led McGreevey to come out as gay[image: External link].[116][117] On April 10, 2013, HBO aired 50 Children: The Rescue Mission of Mr. and Mrs. Kraus, a documentary about the story of Gilbert and Eleanor Kraus, a Jewish couple from Philadelphia[image: External link] who traveled to Nazi Germany[image: External link] in 1939 and, with the help of the B'rith Sholom[image: External link] fraternal organization, saved Jewish children in Vienna[image: External link] from likely death in The Holocaust[image: External link] by finding them new homes in Philadelphia. In April 2013, the channel aired the documentary An Apology to Elephants[image: External link], about the purported abuse and brutal treatment of elephants.
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 Other ventures




In addition to its linear television channels, HBO has entered into other ventures:
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 Television channels
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 Take 2




In April 1979, HBO launched its first attempt at a spin-off service, Take 2. Designed as a family-oriented mini-pay service, Take 2 was essentially formatted as an alternative to HBO, without any R-rated program content. The channel was ultimately deemed a major failure due to low subscribership and limited carriage by cable providers, and ceased operations late that summer.[100] HBO management analysized the mistakes that led to Take 2's downfall, which would result in the development of the network's second and more successful attempt at a secondary pay service, the movie-focused Cinemax, which launched on August 1, 1980.
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 Festival




In 1987,[ specify[image: External link]] HBO launched the premium channel Festival,[118] a separate service that was distinctively programmed to provide family-friendly[image: External link] fare, which featured classic[image: External link] and recent hit movies, as well as HBO's original specials (which were branded when broadcast on the channel under the banner "Centerstage", which featured stand-up comedy, concert specials and ice skating[image: External link] shows) and documentaries.

Festival, whose on-air slogan was Quality Entertainment You Welcome Home,[119] had also broadcast collections of feature films featuring a particular movie star (known as "Star Salutes"). What differed Festival from HBO was that the former channel was programmed as a family-oriented service. Atypical for a premium service, Festival featured edited versions of R-rated movies that were recut in order to fit a PG rating and allowed only high-quality series, specials and movies to be broadcast on the channel's schedule.[120]

As Festival was designed as a mini-pay premium service (formatted similarly to Take 2 before it), the cost of a monthly subscription of the channel was also priced lower than that of HBO and Cinemax. Festival provided its subscribers with a color 20-page monthly program guide. Like HBO, Festival also ran occasional free preview periods, such as the October 30 to November 2, 1987 preview hosted by Tony Randall[image: External link]. However, the channel suffered from insufficient cable carriage as only a few providers carried Festival; as such, it could not compete with then-fellow premium service The Disney Channel[image: External link], which also maintained a family-oriented programming format (that service would convert into a basic cable channel in April 1997). Festival would eventually shut down in late 1988[ specify[image: External link]].[35][118]
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 The Comedy Channel / Comedy Central




See: The Comedy Channel (United States)[image: External link] and Comedy Central[image: External link]


In 1989, HBO created The Comedy Channel, a basic cable channel[image: External link] that featured clips excerpted from stand-up comedy sets, comedic feature films and television series (using a programming model similar to the original format of MTV),[35] which launched on November 15 of that year. The channel competed with another startup comedy-oriented cable channel that debuted the following year, Viacom-owned Ha!: The TV Comedy Network[image: External link], which focused on reruns of older network sitcoms. Both channels suffered from insufficient cable carriage (both Ha! and The Comedy Channel each had fewer than 10 million subscribers). This resulted in Viacom and HBO reaching an agreement to merge Ha! and The Comedy Channel into a single channel called CTV: The Comedy Network, which debuted on April 1, 1991;[121] the channel subsequently changed its name three months later to Comedy Central due to confusion and potential legal issues with Canadian broadcaster, the CTV Television Network[image: External link]. Time Warner/HBO exited the venture when Viacom bought out its 50% stake in Comedy Central for $1.23 billion in April 2003.[122]
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 Television and film production




HBO formed the production company HBO Independent Productions in 1990, which mainly served to produce sitcoms[image: External link] for broadcast television and basic cable (which included series such as Martin[image: External link], Roc[image: External link], The Ben Stiller Show[image: External link] and Everybody Loves Raymond[image: External link]). HBO Downtown Productions[image: External link] was formed one year later, producing comedy specials for HBO, as well as program content for Comedy Central (such as Politically Incorrect with Bill Maher[image: External link] and Dr. Katz, Professional Therapist[image: External link]).

HBO also operates HBO Films, which was established in 1999 as a reconfiguration and consolidation of two separate movie divisions operated by Home Box Office Inc., HBO NYC Productions and HBO Pictures. HBO also operated another film division called HBO Showcase, which began operations in 1986; it was shut down in 1996 and was relaunched as HBO NYC Productions.

HBO also participated in a number of joint ventures[image: External link] in film production:


	In 1982, HBO entered into a joint venture with Columbia Pictures[image: External link] and CBS Theatrical Films[image: External link] to form Tri-Star Pictures[image: External link] (the hyphen[image: External link] was dropped from the name in 1991), in order to pool resources to split the ever-growing costs of making feature films. Tri-Star's first production, The Natural[image: External link], was released in 1984. CBS sold its ownership stake in the studio in November 1985.[123] In April 1987, Tri-Star entered into the television production business with the formation of Tri-Star Television[image: External link]. HBO relinquished its stake in Tri-Star that December, with Columbia Pictures buying its venture shares and merging Columbia and Tri-Star into Columbia Pictures Entertainment. As of 2015, TriStar operates as a production arm of Sony Pictures Entertainment.

	In 1983, HBO entered into a limited partnership[image: External link] with Thorn EMI[image: External link] to create Silver Screen Partners[image: External link], which was the first LP of its kind that was developed for the purpose of financing the production of feature films. The studio only released seven films between 1983 and 1986, most of which were not commercial or critical successes, with the minor exception of the 1985 comedy film Volunteers[image: External link].[100]


	In 1993, HBO invested in upstart film production company Savoy Pictures[image: External link] (co-founded by Victor A. Kaufman and Lewis J. Korman). The studio held investments in other properties including Savoy Broadcasting, a minority-owned communications firm, that evolved into SF Broadcasting[image: External link] (which was operated in a joint venture with the Fox Broadcasting Company, and affiliated its four stations[image: External link] with that network between September 1995 and January 1996). Savoy Pictures was unable to experience success with any of its feature film releases, and eventually folded in 1997.[100]


	In 2005, HBO Films and New Line Cinema formed Picturehouse[image: External link], a worldwide theatrical distribution company for high-quality independent films[image: External link]. The company was shut down in 2008 as part of the consolidation of New Line with its sister studio Warner Bros. Entertainment (Picturehouse CEO[image: External link] Bob Berney would later resurrect the studio as an independent entity from Time Warner).[100]
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 Home video




As objections to the advent of home video[image: External link] from factions of the entertainment industry began to die down, in November 1984, HBO partnered with independent film distributor Thorn EMI to form Thorn EMI/HBO Video.[124] Thorn EMI cut various distribution agreements with smaller film production companies that did not have their own home video units, such as Orion Pictures and New Line Cinema.[35] In 1986, Cannon Films[image: External link] bought out Thorn EMI's interest in the unit, which was accordingly renamed HBO/Cannon Video. Cannon dropped out of the venture by 1987 after the studio took a financial hit following its attempt at a series of larger budget films that did not experience box office success; the unit was then renamed HBO Video.[35] Over time, HBO Video (which eventually became HBO Home Entertainment by the early 2010s[image: External link]) shifted away from releasing films from independent studios to releasing HBO's catalog of original programs and films on DVD and Blu-ray Disc.[35]
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 Merchandising




Various products have been marketed that have used the HBO trademark and/or are based around the channel's programming. In 2005, HBO entered into an agreement with Cingular Wireless[image: External link] to establish HBO Mobile, a pre- smartphone[image: External link] era mobile web service.[125] Operating as a pay service (a model similar to that used by the channel itself), HBO Mobile featured information on HBO's original programming (including episode guides), mobile wallpapers[image: External link] and ringtones[image: External link] voiced by cast members of the channel's series (HBO Mobile also operated a similar service, HBO Family Mobile, which offered full-length episodes of the channel's children's programming). That same year, Mattel[image: External link] and Screenlife[image: External link] released a version of the DVD interactive game Scene It?[image: External link], featuring trivia relating to HBO's original series.
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 Branding




When HBO launched in 1972, its original logo was merely consisted of the "Home Box Office" name and a ticket stub surrounded by a lighted marquee[image: External link]. The original version of its current logo (designed by Bemis Balkind) was introduced in 1975, using an uppercase bold "HBO" text with a circle inside the 'O', which in turn cuts into the 'B'. The logo was modified in 1980 (although it did not completely replace the original version until 1981), with the 'B' and the 'O' becoming full letterforms, albeit continuing to be attached to each other. The simplicity of the logo makes it fairly easy to duplicate, something HBO has taken advantage of many times over the years.

The logo became iconic due to a program opening sequence produced in 1981 by New York City production firm Liberty Studios[image: External link], nicknamed "HBO in Space", which was used from September 20, 1982 to September 30, 1997.[126] The original full version begins with a window shot of a family (or alternately, a married couple) in an apartment sitting down to watch HBO on their television set (which was replaced by a cloudscape that faded into the city sequence in December 1983), which transitions to a fly-through over a constructed model cityscape and countryside. A starburst – or "stargate effect" – then occurs following a pan towards a star-filled sky (which begins a shorter version of the sequence), unveiling a chrome-plated HBO logo that flies and rotates into view; colored light beams encircle the side of the "O", then flash to a partially animated sequence featuring more lights racing counter-clockwise in its interior on a silver axis, revealing "HBO Feature Presentation" or another program type (such as "Standing Room Only", "HBO Special" or "On Location") in block text, before additional beams sweep across the text and shine, with more flashing into a fade to black. Most variants of this sequence were discontinued in 1986, except for the feature presentation (which was relegated to use only for the main prime time film), "Saturday Night Movie" and "Sunday Night Movie" variants (the latter two of which were discontinued in 1993). Many versions of the intro are available on YouTube[image: External link], including one uploaded to HBO's official YouTube channel.[127] The accompanying fanfare – originally composed for Score Productions[image: External link] by Ferdinand Jay Smith III of Jay Advertising[image: External link], who adapted the theme from the Scherzo movement of Antonín Dvořák[image: External link]'s Ninth Symphony[image: External link] – has become a musical signature for HBO, and has been used in feature presentation, upcoming program and evening schedule bumpers, and network IDs since 1998 with various arrangements from horns[image: External link] to piano[image: External link] being used over the years.

Another well-known HBO program opener, "Neon Lights", began movies airing outside of primetime from November 1, 1986, to September 30, 1997. The sequence, set to a synth and electric guitar theme, begins with a purple HBO logo on a film strip with blue, green and pink light rays shooting through it as the strip rotates out of view; the lights shoot through several glowing CG slots until a flash of light hits a field of spheres in varying colors, which zoom out to form a light purple HBO logo overlaid by a cursive magenta "Movie" script against a black background with rows of light purple spheres.[128] From 1997 to 1999, HBO used several feature presentation bumpers designed by Pittard Sullivan featuring the network logo in different situations (such as a fish in water, a celebrity in a limousine[image: External link], a large HBO logo chasing a man and a neon HBO logo on the rooftop of a building); these sequences were also used by the network as IDs from 1997 to 2002, and in upcoming program and evening schedule bumpers until 2000.

From September 1999 to April 1, 2011, HBO used a Pittard Sullivan-designed CGI feature presentation bumper sequence that features a flyover similar to the 1982 sequence, starting with the front of a movie theater featuring a marquee that reads "HBO Feature Presentation", and trekking through a country road, a snowy mountain road near a cliff and a desert road (respectively passing under a tower, tunnel and tanker truck shaped in the individual letters of the HBO logotype); this leads into a road in an urban neighborhood (with skyscrapers[image: External link] visible in the background) that becomes a bridge upon the city's downtown[image: External link] area, and lead to a slowing flyover toward and pan over an HBO logo-shaped lake that starts with several spotlights rapidly turning on and ends with a 3D animation of the "Feature Presentation" text. The closing animation that is seen both in the full version as well as a shorter version of the sequence (seen outside of weekend prime time films and Saturday film premieres, when the longer sequence was used).[129]

The sequence was replaced on April 2, 2011 – as part of a new graphics package implemented on that date across the HBO multiplex channels – by a much shorter opening sequence designed by Jesse Vartanian (who also designed CGI teaser commercials for HBO's premiere telecast of the 2010 film Avatar[image: External link]), consisting only of a dark background with faint light auroras around the HBO logo and a simple "Feature Presentation" text animation, accompanied by soft orchestral music.[130]

Another new opening sequence, done by Imaginary Forces, was implemented on March 4, 2017. The current intro combines live-action and CGI while also paying homage to the original 1982 sequence (to the point that the latter can be seen during the new intro).[131]

Unlike other pay television networks (including the multiplex channels of sister channel Cinemax), HBO does not brand its programming with on-screen logo bugs[image: External link] of the main network and each respective multiplex channel – although its multiplex channels do display logo bugs during promotional breaks between programs.[132]
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 Network slogans




Source:[133]




	

	
November 1972–August 1975: "This is HBO, the Home Box Office. Premium Subscription Television from Time-Life."

	
August 1975–June 1976: "Different and First"

	
June 1976–May 1978: "The Great Entertainment Alternative"

	
May 1978–October 1979: "The Home Box"

	
October 1979–March 1984: "HBO People Don't Miss Out"[134]


	
March 1984–May 1985: "There's No Place Like HBO"[135]


	
May 1985–July 1988: "Nobody Brings It Home Like HBO"[136]


	
July 1988–February 1989: "Watch Us Here on HBO"

	
November 1988–November 1991: "The Best Time on TV" (general slogan) and "The Best Movies" (promotional slogan for movies)

	
February 1989–July 1990: "Let's All Get Together"

	
October 1989–November 1990: "Simply The Best" ("The Best[image: External link]" by Tina Turner[image: External link] was used as the image theme)




	

	
November 1991–October 1993: "We're HBO"

	
October 1993–September 1995: "Just You Wait"[137]


	
September 1995–October 1996: "Something Special's On"[138]


	
October 1996–April 2009: "It's Not TV. It's HBO."[139]


	
2006–2009: "Get More" (slogan for the HBO website)

	
April 2009–present: "It's More Than You Imagined. It's HBO."

	
2010–2011: "This is HBO." (only used for IDs)

	
2011–present: "It's HBO."

	
2014–present: "So Original"
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 Criticism and controversies




Some conservatives[image: External link] have expressed criticism of HBO's original programming in recent years, contending that there is a strong liberal[image: External link] bias at Home Box Office, Inc.'s corporate level. These critics also claim that producers of HBO's programs tend to interject a liberal bias into storylines or favor progressive themes.[140][141][142][143] A 2012 study conducted by Buyology[image: External link] – to which a representative stated had used a "timed response" methodology to "gauge gut, emotional responses" – suggested that certain programs on HBO and rival premium service Showtime were more well-liked by Democratic voters compared to Republicans.[144] HBO management has denied allegations that it exhibits a political agenda in its programming.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 International versions




See: HBO (international)[image: External link]


Since 1991, HBO has overseen a number of partnerships that operate HBO-branded television networks around the world. As the network was launched in new markets, the HBO brand has been used in several countries. HBO has established channels in various countries worldwide including Brazil, Canada, Eastern Europe[image: External link], India, Mexico, Pakistan, the Caribbean[image: External link], and Southeast Asia.

HBO also licenses its programming to air on certain other broadcast, cable channels and Video on demand[image: External link] services outside the United States, such as:


	
Sky Atlantic[image: External link], which is available within the Republic of Ireland, Austria, the United Kingdom, Italy and Germany.

	
Ziggo Movies & Series XL[image: External link], Video on demand service in the Netherlands.

	HBO Nordic, Video on demand service in Scandinavia.

	
M-net EDGE[image: External link] which is available in Sub-Sahara Africa[image: External link].
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 See also





	
Captain Midnight (HBO)[image: External link], a 1986 incident in which HBO's signal was jammed to protest the scrambling of its signal for satellite dish users

	HBO Boxing[image: External link]

	HBO Films[image: External link]

	List of HBO video releases[image: External link]

	HBO Canada[image: External link]
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Game of Thrones





Game of Thrones is an American fantasy[image: External link] drama[image: External link] television series created by David Benioff[image: External link] and D. B. Weiss[image: External link]. It is an adaptation of A Song of Ice and Fire, George R. R. Martin's series of fantasy novels, the first of which is A Game of Thrones[image: External link]. It is filmed at Titanic Studios in Belfast[image: External link], on location in the United Kingdom, and in Croatia, Iceland, Malta, Morocco, Spain, and the United States. The series premiered on HBO in the United States on April 17, 2011, and its sixth season ended on June 26, 2016. The series was renewed for a seventh season,[1] which is scheduled to premiere on July 16, 2017,[2] and will conclude with its eighth season in 2018.[3]

Set on the fictional continents of Westeros and Essos[image: External link], Game of Thrones has several plot lines and a large ensemble cast[image: External link]. The first story arc[image: External link] follows a dynastic conflict among competing claimants for succession to the Iron Throne[image: External link] of the Seven Kingdoms[image: External link], with other noble families fighting for independence from the throne. The second covers attempts to reclaim the throne by the exiled last scion[image: External link] of the realm's deposed ruling dynasty; the third chronicles the threat of the impending winter and the legendary creatures and fierce peoples of the North.

Game of Thrones has attracted record viewership on HBO and has a broad, active, international fan base[image: External link]. It has been acclaimed by critics, particularly for its acting, complex characters, story, scope, and production values, although its frequent use of nudity and violence (including sexual violence) has attracted criticism. The series has received 38 Primetime Emmy Awards, including Outstanding Drama Series[image: External link] in 2015 and 2016, more than any other primetime scripted television series. Its other awards and nominations[image: External link] include three Hugo Awards for Best Dramatic Presentation[image: External link] (2012–2014), a 2011 Peabody Award[image: External link], and four nominations for the Golden Globe Award for Best Television Series – Drama[image: External link] (2012 and 2015–2017). Of the ensemble cast, Peter Dinklage has won two Primetime Emmy Awards for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link] (2011 and 2015) and the Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor – Series, Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link] (2012) for his performance as Tyrion Lannister[image: External link]. Lena Headey, Emilia Clarke[image: External link], Kit Harington[image: External link], Maisie Williams[image: External link], Diana Rigg[image: External link], and Max von Sydow[image: External link] have also received Primetime Emmy Award nominations for their performances in the series.
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See: List of Game of Thrones episodes[image: External link]
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See: World of A Song of Ice and Fire[image: External link]


Game of Thrones is roughly based on the storylines of A Song of Ice and Fire,[4][5] set in the fictional Seven Kingdoms of Westeros and the continent of Essos. The series chronicles the violent dynastic struggles among the realm's noble families for the Iron Throne, while other families fight for independence from it. It opens with additional threats in the icy North and Essos in the east.[6]

Showrunner[image: External link] David Benioff jokingly suggested "The Sopranos[image: External link] in Middle-earth[image: External link]" as Game of Thrones' tagline[image: External link], referring to its intrigue-filled plot and dark tone in a fantasy setting of magic and dragons.[7] In a 2012 study of deaths per episode, it ranked second out of 40 recent U.S. TV drama series (with an average of 14).[8]
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See: Themes in A Song of Ice and Fire[image: External link]


The series is generally praised for what is perceived as a sort of medieval realism.[9][10] George R.R. Martin set out to make the story feel more like historical fiction than contemporary fantasy, with less emphasis on magic and sorcery and more on battles, political intrigue, and the characters, believing that magic should be used moderately in the epic fantasy genre.[11][12][13] Benioff said, "George brought a measure of harsh realism to high fantasy. He introduced gray tones into a black-and-white universe."[13]

A common theme in the fantasy genre is the battle between good and evil[image: External link], which Martin says does not mirror the real world.[14] Just like people's capacity for good and for evil in real life, Martin explores the questions of redemption and character change.[15] The show allows the audience to view different characters from their perspective, unlike in many other fantasies, and thus the supposed villains can provide their side of the story.[13][16]

Main characters are regularly killed off, and this has been credited with developing tension among viewers.[13] The series also reflects the substantial death rates in war.[17]
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Although the first season is a faithful adaptation of the novel, later seasons have significant changes. According to David Benioff, the show is "about adapting the series as a whole and following the map George laid out for us and hitting the major milestones, but not necessarily each of the stops along the way".[18]

The novels and their adaptations base aspects of their settings, characters, and plot on events in European history.[19] A principal inspiration for the novels is the English Wars of the Roses[image: External link][20] (1455–85) between the houses of Lancaster[image: External link] and York[image: External link], reflected in Martin's houses of Lannister[image: External link] and Stark[image: External link]. Most of Westeros is reminiscent of high medieval[image: External link] western Europe, from lands and cultures,[21] to the palace intrigue, castles, and knightly tournaments. The scheming Cersei evokes Isabella[image: External link], the "she-wolf of France" (1295–1358);[19] Isabella and her family (particularly as portrayed in Maurice Druon[image: External link]'s historical-novel series, The Accursed Kings[image: External link]) inspired Martin.[22] Other historical antecedents of series elements include Hadrian's Wall[image: External link] (which becomes Martin's Wall), the legend of Atlantis[image: External link] (ancient Valyria[image: External link]), Byzantine Greek fire[image: External link] ("wildfire"), Damascus steel[image: External link] (Valyrian steel), the Colossus of Rhodes[image: External link] (the Titan of Braavos[image: External link]), Ancient Egypt[image: External link] (Slaver's Bay), the Crusades[image: External link] (the Faith Militant), Icelandic sagas[image: External link] of the Viking Age[image: External link] (the Ironborn[image: External link]), the Mongol hordes[image: External link] (the Dothraki[image: External link]), the Hundred Years' War[image: External link] (1337–1453), and the Italian Renaissance[image: External link] (c. 1400–1500).[19] The series' popularity has been attributed, in part, to Martin's skill at fusing these elements into a seamless, credible version of alternate history[image: External link].[19]
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See: List of Game of Thrones characters[image: External link]


Game of Thrones has an ensemble cast[image: External link] estimated as the largest on television;[23] during its third season, 257 cast names were recorded.[24] In 2014, several actor contracts were renegotiated to include a seventh-season option, with raises which reportedly made them among the highest-paid performers on cable TV[image: External link].[25] The main cast is listed below.[26]

Lord Eddard "Ned" Stark[image: External link] (Sean Bean[image: External link]) is the head of House Stark, whose members are involved in most of the series' plot lines. He and his wife, Catelyn Tully[image: External link] (Michelle Fairley[image: External link]), have five children: Robb[image: External link] (Richard Madden[image: External link]), the eldest, followed by Sansa[image: External link] (Sophie Turner[image: External link]), Arya[image: External link] (Maisie Williams[image: External link]), Bran[image: External link] (Isaac Hempstead-Wright[image: External link]) and Rickon[image: External link] (Art Parkinson[image: External link]), the youngest. Ned's illegitimate[image: External link] son Jon Snow[image: External link] (Kit Harington[image: External link]) and his friend, Samwell Tarly[image: External link] (John Bradley[image: External link]), serve in the Night's Watch[image: External link] under Lord Commander Jeor Mormont[image: External link] (James Cosmo[image: External link]). The Wildlings living north of the Wall include warriors Tormund Giantsbane[image: External link] (Kristofer Hivju[image: External link]), Ygritte[image: External link] (Rose Leslie[image: External link]) and young Gilly[image: External link] (Hannah Murray[image: External link]).[27]

Others associated with House Stark include Ned's ward Theon Greyjoy[image: External link] (Alfie Allen[image: External link]), his vassal[image: External link] Roose Bolton[image: External link] (Michael McElhatton[image: External link]), and Bolton's bastard son, Ramsay Snow[image: External link] (Iwan Rheon[image: External link]). Robb falls in love with the healer Talisa Maegyr[image: External link] (Oona Chaplin[image: External link]), and Arya befriends blacksmith's apprentice Gendry[image: External link] (Joe Dempsie[image: External link]) and assassin Jaqen H'ghar[image: External link] (Tom Wlaschiha[image: External link]). The tall warrior Brienne of Tarth[image: External link] (Gwendoline Christie[image: External link]) serves Catelyn and, later, Sansa.[27]

In King's Landing, the capital, Ned's friend King Robert Baratheon[image: External link] (Mark Addy[image: External link]) shares a loveless marriage with Cersei Lannister (Lena Headey) – who has taken her twin, the Kingslayer Ser Jaime Lannister[image: External link] (Nikolaj Coster-Waldau[image: External link]), as her lover. She loathes her younger brother, the dwarf Tyrion Lannister[image: External link] (Peter Dinklage), who is attended by his mistress Shae[image: External link] (Sibel Kekilli[image: External link]) and the sellsword Bronn[image: External link] (Jerome Flynn[image: External link]). Cersei's father is Lord Tywin Lannister[image: External link] (Charles Dance). Cersei also has two young sons: Joffrey[image: External link] (Jack Gleeson[image: External link]) and Tommen[image: External link] (Dean-Charles Chapman[image: External link]). Joffrey is guarded by the scar-faced warrior, Sandor "the Hound" Clegane[image: External link] (Rory McCann[image: External link]).[27]

The king's Small Council of advisors includes crafty Master of Coin Lord Petyr "Littlefinger" Baelish[image: External link] (Aidan Gillen[image: External link]) and eunuch[image: External link] spymaster Lord Varys[image: External link] (Conleth Hill[image: External link]). Robert's brother, Stannis Baratheon[image: External link] (Stephen Dillane[image: External link]), is advised by foreign priestess Melisandre[image: External link] (Carice van Houten[image: External link]) and former smuggler Ser Davos Seaworth[image: External link] (Liam Cunningham[image: External link]). The wealthy Tyrell family is primarily represented at court by Margaery Tyrell[image: External link] (Natalie Dormer[image: External link]). The High Sparrow[image: External link] (Jonathan Pryce[image: External link]) is the capital's principal religious leader. In the southern principality of Dorne, Ellaria Sand[image: External link] (Indira Varma[image: External link]) seeks vengeance against the Lannisters.[27]

Across the Narrow Sea, siblings Viserys[image: External link] (Harry Lloyd[image: External link]) and Daenerys Targaryen[image: External link] (Emilia Clarke[image: External link]) – the exiled children of the last king of the original ruling dynasty, who was overthrown by Robert Baratheon – are running for their lives and trying to win back the throne. Daenerys has been married to Khal Drogo[image: External link] (Jason Momoa[image: External link]), the leader of the nomadic Dothraki. Her retinue includes exiled knight Ser Jorah Mormont[image: External link] (Iain Glen[image: External link]), her aide Missandei[image: External link] (Nathalie Emmanuel[image: External link]) and the sellsword Daario Naharis[image: External link] (Michiel Huisman[image: External link]).[27]
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In January 2006, George R. R. Martin's literary agent sent the first four books of A Song of Ice and Fire to David Benioff after a phone conversation.[28] Benioff read a few hundred pages of the first novel, A Game of Thrones, shared his enthusiasm with D. B. Weiss and suggested that they adapt Martin's novels into a television series; Weiss finished the first novel in "maybe 36 hours".[29] They pitched[image: External link] the series to HBO after a five-hour meeting with Martin (a veteran screenwriter) in a restaurant on Santa Monica Boulevard[image: External link]. According to Benioff, they won Martin over with their answer to his question, "Who is Jon Snow's mother?[image: External link]"[30] Asked about why they decided to turn the novels into an HBO show instead of a feature film, Benioff said that it would be impossible, considering that the scale of the novels is too big for a feature film and would mean dozen of characters would be discarded. Benioff also added, "a fantasy movie of this scope, financed by a major studio, would almost certainly need a PG-13 rating. That means no sex, no blood, no profanity. Fuck that."[13]

The series began development in January 2007.[4] HBO acquired the TV rights to the novels, and Benioff and Weiss were its executive producers. The intention was for each novel to yield a season's worth of episodes.[4] Initially, Benioff and Weiss were to write every episode except one per season which was reserved for Martin (who was co-executive producer).[4][31] Jane Espenson[image: External link] and Bryan Cogman were later added to write one episode apiece the first season.[6]

The first and second drafts of the pilot[image: External link] script by Benioff and Weiss were submitted in August 2007[32] and June 2008,[33] respectively. Although HBO liked both drafts,[33][34] a pilot was not ordered until November 2008;[35] the 2007–2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link] may have delayed the process.[34] The pilot episode, "Winter Is Coming[image: External link]", was first shot in 2009; after a poor reception in a private viewing, HBO demanded an extensive re-shoot (about 90 percent of the episode, with cast and directorial changes).[30][36]

The pilot reportedly cost HBO $5–10 million,[37] and the first season's budget was estimated at $50–60 million.[38] In the second season, the show received a 15-percent budget increase for the climactic battle in " Blackwater[image: External link]" (which had an $8 million budget).[39][40] Between 2012 and 2015, the average budget per episode increased from $6 million[41] to "at least" $8 million.[42] The sixth-season budget was over $10 million per episode, for a season total of over $100 million and a series record.[43]
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Nina Gold[image: External link] and Robert Sterne are the series' primary casting directors.[44] Through a process of auditions and readings, the main cast was assembled. The only exceptions were Peter Dinklage and Sean Bean[image: External link], whom the writers wanted from the start; they were announced as joining the pilot[image: External link] in 2009.[45][46] Other actors signed for the pilot were Kit Harington[image: External link] as Jon Snow[image: External link], Jack Gleeson[image: External link] as Joffrey Baratheon[image: External link], Harry Lloyd[image: External link] as Viserys Targaryen[image: External link] and Mark Addy[image: External link] as Robert Baratheon[image: External link].[46][47] Catelyn Stark[image: External link] was scheduled to be played by Jennifer Ehle[image: External link], but the role was recast with Michelle Fairley[image: External link].[48] Daenerys Targaryen[image: External link] was also recast, with Emilia Clarke[image: External link] replacing Tamzin Merchant[image: External link].[49][50] The rest of the first season's cast was filled in the second half of 2009.[51]

Although many of the first-season cast were set to return, the producers had a large number of new characters to cast for the second season[image: External link]. Due to this, Benioff and Weiss postponed the introduction of several key characters and merged several characters into one or assigned plot functions to different characters.[23]
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Game of Thrones used seven writers in six seasons. Series creators David Benioff[image: External link] and D. B. Weiss[image: External link], the showrunners, write most of the episodes each season.[52]

A Song of Ice and Fire author George R. R. Martin wrote one episode in each of the first four seasons. Martin did not write an episode for the fifth or sixth seasons, since he wanted to focus on completing the sixth novel (The Winds of Winter[image: External link]).[53] Jane Espenson[image: External link] co-wrote one first-season episode as a freelance writer[image: External link].[54]

Bryan Cogman[image: External link], initially a script coordinator for the series,[54] was promoted to producer for the fifth season. Cogman, who wrote at least one episode for the first five seasons, is the only other writer in the writers' room with Benioff and Weiss. Before his promotion, Vanessa Taylor[image: External link] (a writer during the second and third seasons) worked closely with Benioff and Weiss. Dave Hill[image: External link] joined the writing staff for the fifth season after working as an assistant to Benioff and Weiss.[55] Although Martin is not in the writers' room, he reads the script outlines and makes comments.[52]

Benioff and Weiss sometimes assign characters to particular writers; for example, Cogman was assigned to Arya Stark for the fourth season. The writers spend several weeks writing a character outline, including what material from the novels to use and the overarching themes. After these individual outlines are complete, they spend another two to three weeks discussing each main character's individual arc and arranging them episode by episode.[52] A detailed outline is created, with each of the writers working on a portion to create a script for each episode. Cogman, who wrote two episodes for the fifth season, took a month and a half to complete both scripts. They are then read by Benioff and Weiss, who make notes, and parts of the script are rewritten. All ten episodes are written before filming begins, since they are filmed out of order with two units[image: External link] in different countries.[52]
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Benioff and Weiss intend to adapt the entire, still-incomplete A Song of Ice and Fire series of novels for television. After Game of Thrones began outpacing the published novels in the sixth season, the series was based on a plot outline of the future novels provided by Martin[56] and original content. In April 2016, the showrunners' plan was to shoot 13 more episodes after the sixth season: seven episodes in the seventh season and six episodes in the eighth.[57] Later that month, the series was renewed for a seventh season with a seven-episode order.[58][59] As of 2017, seven seasons have been ordered and filmed, adapting the novels at a rate of about 48 seconds per page for the first three seasons.[60]



	Season
	Ordered
	Filming
	First aired
	Last aired
	Novel(s) adapted
	References



	Season 1[image: External link]
	March 2, 2010
	Second half of 2010
	April 17, 2011
	June 19, 2011
	A Game of Thrones[image: External link]
	[61]



	Season 2[image: External link]
	April 19, 2011
	Second half of 2011
	April 1, 2012
	June 3, 2012
	A Clash of Kings[image: External link] and some early chapters from A Storm of Swords[image: External link]
	[62][63]



	Season 3[image: External link]
	April 10, 2012
	July – November, 2012
	March 31, 2013
	June 9, 2013
	About the first two-thirds of A Storm of Swords
	[64][65][66]



	Season 4[image: External link]
	April 2, 2013
	July – November, 2013
	April 6, 2014
	June 15, 2014
	The remaining one-third of A Storm of Swords and some elements from A Feast for Crows[image: External link] and A Dance with Dragons[image: External link]
	[67][68]



	Season 5[image: External link]
	April 8, 2014
	July – December, 2014
	April 12, 2015
	June 14, 2015
	A Feast for Crows, A Dance with Dragons and original content, with some late chapters from A Storm of Swords and elements from The Winds of Winter[image: External link]
	[69][70][71][72][73]



	Season 6[image: External link]
	April 8, 2014
	July – December, 2015
	April 24, 2016
	June 26, 2016
	Original content and outlined from The Winds of Winter, with some late elements from A Feast for Crows and A Dance with Dragons
	[69][74][75][76]



	Season 7[image: External link]
	April 21, 2016
	August 2016 – February 2017
	July 16, 2017
	2017
	Original content and outlined from The Winds of Winter and A Dream of Spring[image: External link]
	[59][57][2][58][75]




The first two seasons adapted one novel each. For the later seasons, its creators see Game of Thrones as an adaptation of A Song of Ice and Fire as a whole rather than the individual novels;[77] this enables them to move events across novels, according to screen-adaptation requirements.[78]
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Principal photography for the first season was scheduled to begin on July 26, 2010,[6] and the primary location was the Paint Hall Studios[image: External link] in Belfast[image: External link], Northern Ireland.[79] Exterior scenes in Northern Ireland were filmed at Sandy Brae in the Mourne Mountains[image: External link] (standing in for Vaes Dothrak), Castle Ward[image: External link] (Winterfell), Saintfield Estates (the Winterfell godswood), Tollymore Forest[image: External link] (outdoor scenes), Cairncastle[image: External link] (the execution site), the Magheramorne[image: External link] quarry (Castle Black) and Shane's Castle[image: External link] (the tourney grounds).[80] Doune Castle[image: External link] in Stirling[image: External link], Scotland, was also used in the original pilot episode for scenes at Winterfell.[81] The producers initially considered filming the whole series in Scotland, but decided on Northern Ireland because of the availability of studio space.[82]

The first season's southern scenes were filmed in Malta, a change in location from the pilot episode's Moroccan sets.[6] The city of Mdina[image: External link] was used for King's Landing. Filming was also done at Fort Manoel[image: External link] (representing the Sept of Baelor); at the Azure Window[image: External link] on the island of Gozo[image: External link] (the Dothraki wedding site) and at San Anton Palace[image: External link], Fort Ricasoli[image: External link], Fort St Angelo[image: External link] and St. Dominic monastery (all used for scenes in the Red Keep).[80]

Filming of the second season's southern scenes shifted from Malta to Croatia, where the city of Dubrovnik[image: External link] and nearby locations allowed exterior shots of a walled, coastal medieval city. The Walls of Dubrovnik[image: External link] and Fort Lovrijenac[image: External link] were used for scenes in King's Landing and the Red Keep. The island of Lokrum[image: External link], the St. Dominic monastery in the coastal town of Trogir[image: External link], the Rector's Palace[image: External link] in Dubrovnik, and the Dubac quarry (a few kilometers east) were used for scenes set in Qarth. Scenes set north of the Wall, in the Frostfangs and at the Fist of the First Men, were filmed in November 2011 in Iceland: on the Vatnajökull[image: External link] glacier near Smyrlabjörg, the Svínafellsjökull glacier near Skaftafell[image: External link] and the Mýrdalsjökull[image: External link] glacier near Vik[image: External link] on Höfðabrekkuheiði.[80][83]

Third-season production returned to Dubrovnik, with the Walls of Dubrovnik, Fort Lovrijenac and nearby locations again used for scenes in King's Landing and the Red Keep. Trsteno Arboretum[image: External link], a new location, is the garden of the Tyrells in King's Landing. The third season also returned to Morocco (including the city of Essaouira[image: External link]) to film Daenerys' scenes in Essos.[84] Dimmuborgir[image: External link] and the Grjótagjá[image: External link] cave in Iceland were used as well.[83] One scene, with a live bear[image: External link], was filmed in Los Angeles.[85] The production used three units (Dragon, Wolf and Raven) filming in parallel, six directing teams, 257 cast members and 703 crew members.[24]

The fourth season returned to Dubrovnik and included new locations, including Diocletian's Palace[image: External link] in Split[image: External link], Klis Fortress[image: External link] north of Split, Perun quarry east of Split, the Mosor[image: External link] mountain range, and Baška Voda[image: External link] further south.[86] Thingvellir National Park[image: External link] in Iceland was used for the fight between Brienne and the Hound.[83] Filming took 136 days and ended on November 21, 2013.[87] The fifth season added Seville[image: External link], Spain, used for scenes of Dorne[image: External link].[88] The sixth season, which began filming in July 2015, returned to Spain and filmed in Girona[image: External link] and Peniscola[image: External link].[89] Seventh-season production is scheduled to return to Spain, filming in Seville[image: External link], Cáceres[image: External link], Almodovar del Rio[image: External link], Santiponce[image: External link], Zumaia[image: External link] and Bermeo[image: External link].[90]

Filming of the seven episodes of Season 7 began on August 31, 2016 at Titanic Studios in Belfast, with location work to be done in Iceland, Northern Ireland and many locations in Spain.[91] Filming will continue until the end of February 2017 as necessary to ensure winter weather in some of the European locations.[92]
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Each ten-episode season of Game of Thrones has four to six directors, who usually direct back-to-back episodes. Alex Graves[image: External link], David Nutter[image: External link], and Alan Taylor[image: External link] have directed the most episodes of the series, with six each. Daniel Minahan[image: External link] directed five episodes, and Michelle MacLaren[image: External link], Mark Mylod[image: External link], Jeremy Podeswa[image: External link], Alik Sakharov[image: External link], and Miguel Sapochnik[image: External link] directed four each. Brian Kirk[image: External link] directed three episodes during the first season, and Tim Van Patten[image: External link] directed the series' first two episodes. Neil Marshall[image: External link] directed two episodes, both with large battle scenes: " Blackwater[image: External link]" and "The Watchers on the Wall[image: External link]". Other directors have been Jack Bender[image: External link], David Petrarca[image: External link], Daniel Sackheim[image: External link] and Michael Slovis[image: External link]. Matt Shakman[image: External link] will direct at least one episode of the upcoming seventh season.[93] David Benioff and D. B. Weiss have also directed one episode each.[94]
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