

 
 


“With a trained head and a tender heart the author enters the private domain of the reader just as a physician enters the examining room of the patient. He responds to the disturbing questions by giving biblical and practical prescriptions for holistic help and healing. Women also would be better equipped in understanding and encouraging the men in their lives. Make an appointment! Follow the instructions! Expect to live a vibrant life in Christ!”


— Sheila M. Bailey, international Bible teacher;
conference speaker



“Pastor and denominational leader Eric Redmond has tackled well a very tough subject in the African-American community and black church. When some congregations are approaching 80 percent female active involvement, many are saying that black men have already left the church. The question that remains for many is, how can they brought back? How can the church change without watering down the gospel to be relevant in the twenty-first century?”

— T. Vaughn Walker, Senior Pastor, First Gethsemane
Baptist Church, Louisville



“Here is straight talk, plain talk, direct talk, great talk for men who want to please God with their lives.”

— James W. Sire, author, The Universe Next Door and
Praying the Prayers of Jesus



“Strongly apologetic, candidly polemic, and soundly catechetical, pastor and resident-theologian Eric Redmond listens to the questions put to the black church by skeptical black men. He offers a brief diagnosis of the black church’s illness, provides a prognosis of its treatment, and presents a picture of the type of church worthy of black men’s return—the transformed or changed church of the unchanged Christ. This work is a biblical bridge for a conversation that must be continued.”

— Robert Smith Jr., Charles T. Carter Baptist Chair of Divinity,
Beeson Divinity School, Samford University


“The Bible commands that we believers are to be ready to give an answer or defense of our faith with gentleness and respect to every man who inquires about our faith (1 Peter 3:15). Pastor Eric Redmond has provided a much needed tool to equip African-American Christian men to be able to provide biblical and rational answers to commonly asked questions that many of us have to address often who regularly engage in evangelism and apologetics specifically targeting the African-American male. I highly recommend this resource and pray that God would use it mightily to inspire the ‘Ethiopians to stretch out their hands to God’ (Psalm 68:31).”

— William Dwight Mckissic Sr., Senior Pastor,
Cornerstone Baptist Church, Arlington, Texas



“Redmond gingerly affirms the black man while taking biblical truths to dispel myths surrounding the church. Men, keep this evangelistic tool in your pocket!”

— Monique Robinson, Pastor of Women’s Discipleship,
Faithful Central Bible Church, Inglewood, California;
author, Longing for Daddy
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INTRODUCTION

What You Will Gain If You Give Me
Ten Minutes of Your Life for Each
of the Next Nine Days

Giving me ten minutes of your life for each of the next nine days could change your whole life. It could make life better than it ever has been. It could also make an eternal difference.

“Yeah, yeah, brother . . . I’ve heard it all before,” you protest. But if I may say so, the words above are not empty promises but words of hope, for your sake. For if you have this booklet in your hands, it means that someone is concerned for your well-being. That someone intends for you to see life from another perspective. Someone is concerned for your heart, mind, and soul.

Either you do not go to church, or you attend infrequently, or you go to a church that the person who gave you this booklet perhaps judges to be harmful rather than beneficial to you. You have your reasons for your type of church attendance—all reasons that are legitimate to you. These might include your experiences with church as a child or an adult, your study of religion, your contact with so-called “Christians” who consistently attend church but whose lives do not seem to match their declarations of faith. Or maybe you have had contact with people of other faiths whose lives appear to conform better to their confessions. Based on these experiences, you dismiss church as a sham or settle for giving up two hours on Sunday so your children will have some religion and your wife will leave you alone!

If you have been thinking any of these thoughts, you are not alone. I would like to talk with you about your reasons for not giving church (or a different church) another chance. I believe that you are right in your observations. But I request ten minutes so that we may follow the path of your conclusions to stops further down the road.

If you will accept the challenge to read this book with me, what you will find is truth that can lead you to have success and satisfaction in your own life:

• You say church is for women and not for men. I will show you why church is for men just like you.

• You are turned off by the preacher who fattens his purse through the giving of others. But I will show you how to find a real church with a preacher whose life matches up to the biblical standard for a man of God.

• You think the church is weak compared to followers of Islam. I will show you how your view of Islam should make you take another hard look at the potential might of the church—a potential that you hold in your hands.

• You have found organized religion a hindrance to your faith in any God. I will explain to you how organized religion has benefits that you have overlooked that could radically improve your life.

• You say that you do not know about the Jesus people preach. I will talk to you about who and what Jesus himself claimed to be and do.

My hope in offering you this book is that a transformation will take place in your life. My hope and prayer for all who read this book is a reformation—that an army of African-American men will make their way back into the church, back into the leadership of the church, back into leading a change in the church to be and do what it is called to be and do, so that we may have power to do good for our people, and people all over the world, in a way that no government or service organization has been or will be able to do, and that no one will be able to take away.

I think you will enjoy the trip through these pages. To make the readings most enjoyable, may I suggest a manner for gaining the most from this book:

1. Set aside a ten-minute time period to read each day and for reflecting on the reading.

2. Beginning with the first day’s reading, read one chapter a day for nine days in a row, starting today. If you put the book down for a period of time and do not get to it daily, that’s okay. Simply pick up where you left off when you begin reading again.

3. Think about your answers to the “Things to Consider” questions immediately after reading the chapter.
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STRAIGHT ANSWERS TO MEN’S  QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CHURCH


“�With trained head and tender heart the author enters the domain of the reader just 
as a physician enters the examining room. He responds to disturbing questions by 
giving biblical and practical prescriptions for help and healing.”


Sheila M. Bailey, President, Sheila B. Ministries


“�Redmond gingerly affirms the black man while taking biblical truths to dispel myths 
surrounding the church. Men, keep this evangelistic tool in your pocket!”


Monique Robinson, �Former Pastor of Women’s Discipleship, Faithful Central Bible Church; 
author, Longing for Daddy


ERIC C. REDMOND (ThM, Dallas Theological Seminary) is assistant professor of 
Bible at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, Illinois, and associate pastor of adult ministries 
at Calvary Memorial Church in Oak Park, Illinois.
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