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Introduction


Putting Scotland on the map


There is an old saying: ‘Thaim wi a guid Scots tongue in their heid are fit tae gang ower the warld’. From Abbotsford in British Columbia to Zion in Illinois, Scots have made their mark on the world atlas either in naming places or having places named after them. It is even claimed that across the USA, Canada, the Caribbean, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and Zimbabwe there is one Scottish place name for every four of English origin. There are at least 550 towns, suburbs, villages, mountains, rivers and other topographical features in South Africa alone with Scottish names, Johannesburg having one of the world’s largest suburban clusters from Blairgowrie to Birnam. The density of Scottish place names relates closely to where Scots chose to settle, from Canadian provinces such as Ontario and Nova Scotia to Tasmania and New Zealand’s South Island.


To list all the locations in the world named by or after Scots would read like the index of an atlas. There would be thousands of entries with names such as Balmoral or Braemar appearing in several continents and, in this case, chosen for the same reason, of honouring Queen Victoria’s holiday haunt in the Highlands. Abbotsford to Zion seeks rather to tell the fascinating and occasionally bizarre stories behind a selection of these names.


In 1882 MP Sir Charles Dilke observed, ‘In British settlements, from Canada to Ceylon, from Dunedin to Bombay, for every Englishman that you meet who has worked himself up to wealth from small beginnings without external aid, you find ten Scotchmen.’ Individual Scots were true globetrotters, seeking out opportunities wherever they arose, from administering Empire in the Indian Civil Service to making bagpipes in Pakistan, from ranching in Argentina to pioneering shipbuilding in Japan. These individuals were, however, less likely to gain immortality than the village postmaster or local inn-keeper who happened to be in the right place at the right time when names were being decided. Robert Balcarres Crawford organised local mail services around the future Abernethy in Saskatchewan. More unusually, he did not name the rural township after himself but after Abernethy Street in Glasgow, where he had been brought up. He did, however, call nearby Balcarres after his middle name.


 




Aberdeen


Aberdour, Fife


Aberfoyle, Stirlingshire


Ailsa Craig, Ayrshire


Airdrie, Lanarkshire


Annandale, Dumfriesshire


Armadale, Skye


Arnprior, Stirlingshire


Arran, Ayrshire


Arthur’s Seat, Edinburgh


Atholl, Perthshire


Aviemore, Inverness-shire


Avon river, Lanarkshire


Baldoon, Wigtownshire


Balmoral, Aberdeenshire


Banff, Banffshire


Bannockburn, Stirlingshire


Barra, Western Isles


Ben Lomond, Stirlingshire


Birsay, Orkney


Blair Atholl, Perthshire


Blantyre, Lanarkshire


Braemar, Aberdeenshire


Breadalbane, Perthshire


Calgary, Mull, Argyllshire


Callander, Stirlingshire


Carrick, Ayrshire


Cessnock, Ayrshire


Clyde river, Lanarkshire


Craigellachie, Moray


Cullen, Banffshire


Culloden, Inverness-shire


Culross, Fife


Dalhousie, Midlothian


Dalvey, Moray


Douglas, Lanarkshire


Dumbarton, Dunbartonshire


Dumfries, Dumfriesshire


Dunbar, East Lothian


Dunblane, Perthshire


Dundee


Dundonald, Ayrshire


Dunkeld, Perthshire


Dunsinane, Perthshire


Dunvegan, Skye, Inverness-shire


Edenglassie, Banffshire


Edinburgh


Elderslie, Renfrewshire


Elgin, Moray


Eskdale, Dumfriesshire


Firth of Tay, Angus/Fife


Fort William, Inverness-shire


Garry river, Inverness-shire


Glasgow


Glencoe, Inverness-shire


Gleneagles, Perthshire


Glenelg, Ross and Cromarty


Glengarry, Inverness-shire


Glenorchy, Argyllshire


Goatfell, Arran, Ayrshire


Grampian mountains, Aberdeenshire


Granton, Edinburgh


Greenock, Renfrewshire


Gretna, Dumfriesshire


Inverbervie, Aberdeenshire


Iona, Argyllshire


Islay, Argyllshire


Jura, Argyllshire


Kildonan, Sutherland


Kincardine, Fife


Kinloss, Moray


Kinross, Kinross-shire


Kintail, Ross and Cromarty


Kirkoswald, Ayrshire


Knapdale, Argyllshire


Lammermuir Hills, Midlothian


Leith, Edinburgh


Liddesdale, Roxburghshire


Loch Lomond, Stirlingshire


Loch Quoich, Inverness-shire


Lochalsh, Inverness-shire


Lochboisdale, South Uist, Western Isles


Lochinvar, Dumfriesshire


Lochleven, Kinross-shire


Lochnagar, Aberdeenshire


MacDuff, Banffshire


Mavisbank, Midlothian


Melrose, Roxburghshire


Melsetter, Orkney


Monklands, Lanarkshire


Monnymusk, Aberdeenshire


Montrose, Angus


Morar, Inverness-shire


Morvern, Argyllshire


Newburgh, Fife


North Esk river, Angus


Oban, Argyllshire


Orkney Islands


Perth


Portree, Skye, Inverness-shire


Renfrew, Renfrewshire


Riccarton, Ayrshire


Rothesay, Bute, Argyllshire


Roxburgh, Roxburghshire


Rutherglen, Lanarkshire


Sanquhar, Dumfriesshire


Scone, Perthshire


Shetland Islands


Skipness, Argyllshire


Solway Firth, Dumfriesshire


South Esk river, Angus


St Andrews, Fife


Strathmore, Perthshire


Strathspey, Inverness-shire


Stromness, Orkney


Tay river, Angus/Perthshire


Thrumster, Caithness


Tillicoultry, Clackmannanshire


Tobermory, Mull, Argyllshire


Tweed river, Roxburghshire


Ulva, Mull, Argyllshire


Urie river, Aberdeenshire


Ythan, Aberdeenshire





From Gretna Green to Shetland, Scots took their place names with them when settling abroad. The reasons for choosing the name varied: some wanted to remember their birthplace or the homelands of their ancestors, while others were reminded of similarities between new landscapes and those of home. Others were romantics . . . or simply homesick.


Being first, however, did not always mean being the winner. Although, for example, Scotsman John Stevenson, who emigrated in 1878, was the first European settler in the future Michigan township of Raber, it honoured Mueller M. Raber, a local lumber pioneer whose company owned the village store, in its adopted name.


Place names are fluid and change over time as settlements evolve and seek a more formal recognition of their status. Names that started out as casual descriptions, such as Ellis Ferry in Ohio or Pile of Bones, Saskatchewan, may end up paying homage to royalty or a colonial governor, sometimes to fulfil the ambition of being recognised as a town or city. The former mining town of Orkney, Kentucky, was once known as the Mouth of Spewing Camp.


Place names are changing again in the post-colonial era, as many countries choose to go back to their aboriginal roots. The redrawing of local government boundaries is another reason for new names emerging. When, for example, a new municipality was formed in Bruce County, Ontario in 1999, it ingeniously blended parts of the three previous names for the township – Brant, Greenock and Walkerton – to create Brockton.


Despite the best efforts of local historians, the origin of some place names has simply been lost through the passage of time. Place names create myths about their origins. With a lack of hard evidence, competing theories abound and assumptions are made that because a place has a Scottish-sounding name it must have a connection with the homeland. Sometimes little or nothing is known about the individual who named a settlement other than that he was ‘an early farmer’.


The most common surnames associated with Scotland that have been used in place naming include Anderson, Bell, Cameron, Campbell, Crawford, Davidson, Douglas, Duncan, Fraser, Gordon, Graham, Grant, Hamilton, Henderson, Irving, MacDonald, MacGregor, Melville, Murray, Paterson, Sinclair, Scott, Stewart and Wallace. Bearing one of these Scottish surnames in its name, however, is no guarantee of its Scottish roots. The person in whose honour the town was named might have been a distant descendent of a family from Scotland who emigrated to the USA, or, especially in the case of the Macs, have had an Irish rather than a Scottish ancestry. A few ‘Mcs’ have no associations with Scotland or Ireland. San Miguel in California was briefly misspelled McGill before restoring its correct name to reflect its roots as a Spanish mission station.


The name Bruce illustrates the variety of associations. Bruce, Wisconsin, was established in 1884 by timber merchant A.C. Bruce, but his nationality has not been established. When the settlers of one of the several Bruces in Manitoba met in 1822 to discuss town names, Neil Gray suggested honouring the Scottish patriot Robert the Bruce. Another Manitoba Bruce was created at the suggestion of a pioneer settler, Andrew Smith, whose family had gained the support of Lord Bruce when they were his tenants on Shetland. Bruce Creek, British Columbia, had previously been known as Boulder Creek, Paradise Creek and Slade Creek until the Geographical Board of Canada changed its name in recognition of St Andrews-born Robert Randolph Bruce, owner of the Paradise mine near the town of Invermere, which he also founded. Mount Bruce in Australia was named in honour of Lieutenant John Bruce, of Scottish parentage, who created a volunteer force after regular troops were withdrawn from the penal colony of Western Australia. Bruce Bay, South Westland, New Zealand, was named after the popular coastal paddle steamer PS Bruce, built in Glasgow in 1874.


Some individuals had a much better chance than others to make their mark. Explorers were faced with the challenge of devising hundreds of names for uncharted territory. Whereas they often gave names simply relating to landscape features, such as the Black Mountain or Big Falls, they also remembered other individuals in their expedition team or members of their ship’s crew. Other explorers were more imaginative, naming mountains and rivers after famous scientists and geologists. Land surveyors and mapmakers also played a part, as did railway personnel faced with the task of establishing new stations and settlements along the ever expanding railway networks across the wide open spaces of North and South America and Australia.


Landscape also held romantic associations for homesick settlers, as names reminded them of what they’d left behind. Sometimes they simply transplanted the name of their own locality across the oceans. The prefixes ‘Ben’ and ‘Glen’ gave a Scottish twist to an otherwise prosaic name, and allusions to the works of iconic authors such as Scott and Burns were also popular. Property developers later drew on the romantic associations with Scotland to create an image that would appeal to prospective purchasers.


Today, communities remain proud of their Scottish roots. Greenock, South Australia, boasts of being ‘the little Scotland of the Barossa Valley’, while Cape Breton Island is ‘the Hebrides on the other side of the Atlantic’.
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‘From Greenland’s icy mountains’


The Scots have punched well above their weight as explorers. Inhabiting an infertile land at the edge of the wild North Atlantic may have engendered a natural resourcefulness and ability to cope with privation that made them suited for the role. Driven by curiosity and a thirst for knowledge, some Scots investigated new places for the sheer joy of discovery. Others ventured into unknown territory as missionaries, whalers, surveyors, land speculators, scientists and plant hunters.


Explorers enjoyed several advantages in ensuring that their choice of place name lived on long after they were forgotten. They were often the first Europeans to set foot in a locality, their task being to explore, map and survey it. Naming places could be quite an onerous task if every cape, rocky islet and bay was to be recorded. Their choice of name was also more likely to survive, as usually one of their duties was to report discoveries to a sponsoring body, whether government, the military or a learned society. A written record also provided a more robust and lasting rationale as to why an area was so named rather than folk memory or the changing aspirations of communities, who might give their town or village several different names over time. Explorers also tended to honour their own, with younger generations keeping alive the names of their mentors and heroes.


 


‘Where Afric’s sunny fountains . . .’


Although it is in the naming of the world’s coldest places that Scottish explorers have had the most lasting impact, a global journey naturally starts with the explorer whose name is a household word in Scotland – David Livingstone. He honoured his queen with the Victoria Falls on the border of Zimbabwe and Zambia.


David Livingstone was arguably the most famous British explorer of the nineteenth century. Born in Blantyre outside Glasgow in 1813, he started work in a cotton mill aged ten before studying theology and medicine at Glasgow University. He realised his ambition to become a medical missionary when posted to the edge of the Kalahari Desert in southern Africa in 1841. This was not enough for Livingstone, however: he wanted to penetrate deep into the heart of Africa in his mission to bring Christianity to new peoples and end the slave trade, which he abhorred.


After sighting the Zambezi River in 1851, Livingstone dedicated four years to tracing its route to the coast. The knowledge gained opened up huge tracts of central and southern Africa and indirectly led to the late nineteenth-century imperialist ‘Scramble for Africa’. During the expedition of 1852-56, Livingstone became the first European to set eyes on the future Victoria Falls. In early November 1855, he travelled down the Zambezi to see for himself the area that the natives called the ‘smoke that thunders’. Approaching by canoe, Livingstone’s party observed the columns of spray and heard the thunderous roar of water miles away from the falls:


 




After twenty minutes’ sail from Kalai we came in sight, for the first time, of the columns of vapour appropriately called ‘smoke,’ rising at a distance of five or six miles, exactly as when large tracts of grass are burned in Africa. Five columns now arose . . . the tops of the columns at this distance appeared to mingle with the clouds. They were white below, and higher up became dark, so as to simulate smoke very closely . . . No one can imagine the beauty of the view from anything witnessed in England. It had never been seen before by European eyes; but scenes so lovely must have been gazed upon by angels in their flight.





Livingstone had discovered one of the world’s most spectacular waterfalls. It is here that the 1.2-mile-wide Zambezi River plunges down a series of basalt gorges to a drop of more than 300 feet. Livingstone returned to Britain a hero. Today, the Victoria Falls are a national park and a UNESCO World Heritage site.


Livingstone’s travels are also celebrated in the city of Livingstone, Zambia, close to the Victoria Falls. The British started to move into the area during the 1890s, among them the first tourists. The original settlement was at Old Drift, north of the Zambezi, but by 1904 the town had moved to higher ground, which was less infested by mosquitoes. It was named Livingstone in the explorer’s honour.


The Victoria Falls Bridge opened the following year as part of Cecil Rhodes’ unfulfilled dream to open up Africa from the Cape to Cairo. Today, Livingstone benefits from the millions of tourists who come to see one of the seven natural wonders of the world.


Alexander Bay, Northern Cape, South Africa, celebrates a very different character, Sir James Alexander (1803-85), who was the first person to map the area at the mouth of the Orange River. Africa was one episode in the long and distinguished career of the Clackmannanshire-born military man. After graduating from the universities of Glasgow and Edinburgh and from Sandhurst, he served with the East India Company, the light dragoons in Persia and the 16th Lancers in the Balkans. Swapping regiments again for the Black Watch, he served in Portugal and explored the Essequibo area of the future British Guyana in South America. His next assignment was the Cape Frontier War of 1835. While in South Africa, the Royal Geographical Society provided funding for his exploration of the present-day Republic of Namibia. After the discovery of diamonds in the Northern Cape area in 1925, his South African legacy, Alexander Bay, boomed as a service centre for the mines.


After his exploits as an explorer, Canada beckoned and yet another regiment; this was followed by the Crimea War, where he served as lieutenant-colonel in the Siege of Sevastopol in 1855, and service in New Zealand. After inheriting the estate of Westerton, near Bridge of Allan, Alexander finally settled into local life, as a magistrate and deputy lieutenant for Stirlingshire. Today, he is chiefly remembered for the preservation of Cleopatra’s Needle and its shipment to London in 1877. He arranged for various objects to be buried at its base, including photographs of the twelve best-looking English women of the day.


 


‘Advance Australia Fair’


By the time that Port Glasgow-born teacher Peter McCormick composed the song that was to become Australia’s national anthem, half a century had passed since Scottish explorers had started to make their mark on the country. In both Australia and New Zealand, exploration was usually a direct precursor to settlement. Teams were dispatched to investigate whether the land was suitable for farming or whether resources were available to support a penal colony.


 


More Scottish than Welsh – New South Wales


[image: images]


Explorer James Cook, the first person to map ‘New South Wales’, gave no explanation as to why he chose the name. Scots were among the first to explore and settle the new territory, as penal colony administrators and as convicts, and to take advantage of its vast resources, as sheep farmers and gold miners.


William Paterson (1755-1810), a gardener’s son from Kinnettles, near Forfar, became an explorer thanks to the patronage of Lady Strathmore, who shared his interest in botany. In the late 1770s, she backed his travels into the interior of Africa, which he published as Narrative of Four Journeys into the Country of the Hottentots and Caffraria. He was responsible for bringing back the first giraffe from South Africa to Britain.


Combining exploration with a military career, Paterson served in India before joining the newly formed New South Wales Corps. In 1793, he led an expedition to find a route through the region’s Blue Mountains. He failed, but en route discovered the Grose River, naming it after his commanding officer, Major Francis Grose.


Paterson had a penchant for discovering and naming rivers. In 1804, he was ordered to sail to the then named Van Diemen’s Land to found a new settlement at Port Dalrymple. While there he identified and named the South Esk and the North Esk after rivers in his native Angus.


Paterson wasn’t the first Scot to make the trip to Tasmania. In 1798, during their voyage to demonstrate that Tasmania was indeed an island, explorers George Bass and Matthew Flinders had named a deep bay at the mouth of the Tamar Estuary Port Dalrymple, after Alexander Dalrymple, the eighteenth-century hydrographer and writer, born at Newhailes outside Edinburgh.


Dalrymple’s theory of the existence of a great southern continent inspired James Cook’s voyage, which ultimately led to the discovery of the eastern coastline of Australia in 1770. Dalrymple was left at home to nurse his disappointment that he had not been chosen to lead the expedition.


In 1804, two years after Flinders and his Edinburgh-born Lieutenant John Murray had climbed and named Arthur’s Seat, Victoria, Paterson’s ship arrived on the shores of Tasmania. His ship, the HMS Buffalo, was blown ashore in a gale at Port Dalrymple and a settlement was established. Despite local hostility, he explored up river, locating timber forests and good pasture land during his journey. In 1806 he moved his original settlement to a new site, which he named Patersonia. Paterson later renamed the site Launceston in honour of a governor of New South Wales who was born in the Cornish town, although the name Patersonia still survives as a rural hamlet north-west of Launceston.


Captain Patrick Logan (1791-1830) was another Scot with a taste for naming rivers. Born in Coldingham in Berwickshire and opting for a military career, Logan was ordered to Australia with the 57th Regiment in 1825. The following November he was put in charge of the Moreton Bay Penal Settlement in Queensland. Designed to house re-offending criminals, Moreton Bay had one of the harshest regimes of any penal settlement.


Logan took time out to explore his territory. In 1827 he became the first European to investigate the interior of the mountains which form the present border between New South Wales and Queensland. He named them the McPherson Range after his colleague Major Duncan McPherson.


Logan also travelled upstream from the Moreton settlement, claiming that the river ran through the finest tract of land he had seen in this or any other country. Logan called it the Darling River, not knowing that such a name already existed. To avoid confusion and reward Logan’s efficiency, Governor Ralph Darling ordered the name of the new river to be changed to the Logan River. While exploring the Mount Beppo region in 1830, Logan was killed by Aboriginals.


In turn, the Logan River gave its name to a modern city. After Moreton Bay closed, squatters quickly moved in and, following Queensland’s separation from New South Wales in 1859, the encouragement of immigration was put on a formal footing. The region grew on the back first of cotton, then sugar and dairying. The urban expansion of nearby Brisbane in the 1960s led to the creation of the new Logan Shire local government district, and on 1 January 1989, Logan was officially declared a city.


Many features of northern Queensland, including Mount Dalrymple, over 4,000 feet high, commemorate George Augustus Frederick Elphinstone Dalrymple: he himself named many more. Dashing, adventurous and impatient of red tape, Dalrymple combined the roles of explorer, administrator and politician. Born in 1826, the tenth son of an Aberdeenshire lieutenant-colonel, he emigrated to Sri Lanka to become a coffee planter. His attention then switched to Australia. Attracted by its empty lands and wide skies, in 1859 he published Proposals for the Establishment of a New Pastoral Settlement in North Australia. He attracted sufficient backers to allow him to explore the future Kennedy District around the watershed of the Burdekin River. When the Queensland government countermanded the decision to open the new district for settlement, in compensation Dalrymple was made commissioner for Crown lands. He established the frontier town of Bowen on the Queensland coast in 1861, naming it after Queensland’s first colonial governor, Sir George Ferguson Bowen.


Having fallen out with his superiors over the amount of time he spent in the field rather than on paperwork, Dalrymple resigned and took up farming. In 1864 he went exploring inland to the Valley of Lagoons, hacking out a dray route to the coast. Although he entered politics as the first member for Kennedy District, his real love was exploration and he continued his journeys until his death.


The Queensland community of Mitchell on the edge of the Darling Downs also recalls a Scottish explorer, Sir Thomas Livingstone Mitchell. From humble origins in Grangemouth, Mitchell rose to become surveyor general of New South Wales. Military service during the Peninsular Wars gave him experience of map-making and of gathering topographical intelligence, as well as winning him the patronage of fellow Scot, politician and soldier Sir George Murray. In 1828, with Murray’s support, Mitchell was despatched to New South Wales.


His first task as surveyor general was to carry out an investigation of the vast interior with a view to improving the road network. He laid out the route of the Great North Road, linking Sydney to the Hunter Valley, which was built by convict labour between 1826 and 1836. The results of his four expeditions in the 1830s and ’40s included proof that all west-flowing rivers in New South Wales were tributaries of the Darling. He discovered and mapped the Western District of Victoria and the Grampian Ranges, which he named after his native mountains.


Across the Grampians, Mitchell found some of the richest grazing land in the world, which he called ‘Australia Felix’ - Fortunate Australia. For many years, the road into the Western District was known as the Major’s Track.


Settlers from Tasmania and New South Wales were soon driving their flocks along the tracks which Mitchell’s heavy wagons had cut in 1836. As settlement spread, the Grampians became a vital source of water for farming, as well as for supporting timber production, gold-mining, quarrying and, from the late nineteenth century, tourism.


Today the area embraces the Grampians National Park. Linked by the Glenelg Highway to Melbourne, the township of Dunkeld, Victoria, nestles at the foot of the Grampians. Initially known as Mount Sturgeon, after the 1,070-foot-high peak which Mitchell had named along with Mount Abrupt, early Scottish settlers renamed it Dunkeld.


Mitchell’s fourth expedition of 1845-46 took him north from Sydney into what is now Queensland. His aim was to search for an overland route from New South Wales to the north coast along the ‘great river’ that he was convinced flowed north. His expedition enjoyed mixed success. He failed to find a practicable route to the north coast, or his ‘great river’, but he did chart an extensive area of unknown country and established that the land to the west of the Darling Downs was suitable for grazing. He was the first European to discover and name the Balonne, Culgoa, Barcoo and Belyando rivers.


Within a few years of Mitchell’s report on the area’s pastoral potential, squatters had occupied several runs. The main sheep station for Mitchell Downs was located on the site of the present town of Mitchell on the banks of the Maranoa River. After being damaged by floods in 1864, the remains of the sheep station were converted into the Maranoa Hotel, the township’s first building. By the mid-1870s Mitchell was an important crossroads and regional centre for south-west Queensland, a position cemented by the opening of a railway station in 1885.


The founding of Mackay, Queensland, is a typical story of ‘find your land and farm it’, albeit one with a sad ending. Born in Inverness in 1839, John Mackay emigrated to Melbourne with his family in 1854 to join the gold rush. The following year they moved to New South Wales, where his father took up Ness Farm, a sheep run between Uralla and Armidale. George James Macdonald, the local Commissioner for Crown Lands in the late 1830s, turned out to be a better surveyor than speller. He had meant to call the future city after Armadale on Skye, the ancestral seat of his clan.


After turning his hand to gold panning in 1859, Mackay was persuaded by friends to lead an expedition in search of grazing land. The party, which included an Irishman, an Italian and an Aboriginal, travelled inland from Armidale, entering terra incognito – the future Mackay district – five months later. Mackay explored the mouth of the river that he found and named it the Mackay River after his father George. Two years later, however, Commodore Burnett of HMS Pioneer observed that a Mackay River (now the Tully River) already existed further north and renamed the river and valley Pioneer after his ship. Angered by the name change, Mackay petitioned the governor, who ordered the renaming of the nascent township Mackay in honour of George and John. The tiny settlement prospered on the back of sugar-refining, coal-mining and more recently tourism to become today’s city of 85,000 people.


Mackay then established the cattle run called Greenmount in partnership with James Starr, a New England squatter. It was a short and ill-starred venture, as his partner was bankrupt, and Mackay was forced to sell in 1863. He continued his wanderings, discovering a better pass through the Clarke Range than the one that he had used earlier. This gained him nothing other than a long dispute with the Queensland government. He switched from land to sea, sailing the South Pacific under several flags for 18 years, before ending his career as harbourmaster at Brisbane, where he died in 1914.


 


Two men, two continents


While, for many, exploration was a natural prequel to finding fertile land or opening up communications, some pioneers were also motivated by scientific discovery. One such pioneer was plant hunter James Drummond, who is honoured in Mount Drummond, Western Australia.


Born in Inverarity, Angus, in the winter of 1786, James Drummond grew up with plants, his father being a gardener on the Fotheringham Estate. After becoming curator at Cork Botanical Gardens from 1808, Drummond emigrated with his wife and six children to Australia in 1829. He was appointed to the unpaid position of the Western Australia government’s naturalist, earning a small salary as superintendent of the government gardens. During several expeditions across Western Australia, he collected 3,500 specimens of seeds and plants for export to Britain. He also discovered that some local plants were poisonous to livestock, thus solving the mystery of large stock losses in the past.


Drummond often travelled with his family and other botanists. In 1845, his son Johnston was killed by an Aboriginal during an expedition at Moore River. Drummond was so grief-stricken that he abandoned plant collecting for 15 months.


Accompanied by his sons James and John, Drummond gathered together his sixth collection of 225 plants in 1850-51 during a hazardous journey to the Champion Bay district, where the party explored the Murchison River for pastureland. The sons later introduced the first flocks into the region. With his two white packhorses and kangaroo dogs, Drummond Senior became a kent figure throughout the colony. Described as a plain but agreeable old man, his dour Scottish face was framed by bushy white whiskers. He usually walked everywhere, his horses being laden with stores on the way out and specimens on the way home. Once his knapsack and pockets were full, he crammed plants into his hat.


After his retirement in 1855, he held open house on Saturday evenings, entertaining his guests with lectures on natural history. Drummond’s legacy was 119 plant species named after him, as well as those which he had personally named. During his exploration of the south coast, Surveyor General John Roe found Drummond’s tracks and named Mount Drummond after him.


Not many brothers can claim to have mountains and indeed plants called after them in different continents; however, while James was opening up Western Australia, his brother Thomas was exploring North America. His legacy is Mount Drummond, Alberta.


Thomas Drummond started work at the Elysian Botanic Garden, Doohillock near Forfar, in 1814. During his spell there, he published a book on Scottish mosses. As a result, William Hooker, Professor of Botany at Glasgow University, recommended Thomas as assistant naturalist on Sir John Franklin’s second Arctic expedition of 1825-27. While Franklin mapped the Arctic Ocean coast, Thomas explored the Canadian Rockies, discovering more than 500 species of plants. He found the bears very ferocious, driving off their attacks by rattling his specimen box. Wolverines were also a nuisance, stealing drying specimens. While making his 200-mile return journey on snowshoes, Drummond happened to meet an old acquaintance and fellow Scot, David Douglas, of Douglas fir fame.


Returning from Canada, Drummond became the first curator of Belfast Botanic Gardens but still yearned for adventure. In 1831, he sailed for the USA, hoping to join fur traders on their trek north. Illness, however, confined his plant collecting to the area around New Orleans and Texas, where many of the 750 species of plants that he discovered bear his name. He set sail for Havana in Cuba, where he died shortly after landing in 1835.


In 1884, Canadian scientist and explorer George Dawson named the 10,328-foot-high peak in the Rockies and the nearby Drummond Glacier.


Not many explorers have mountains at opposite ends of the globe named by or for them. Sir James Hector was one such adventurer. Shortly after graduating, the Edinburgh-born and trained doctor was appointed geologist and botanist on the Palliser expedition of 1857-60. He was recommended by fellow Scot Sir Roderick Murchison, Director General of the British Geological Survey. The expedition had two goals – to prospect routes for the Canadian Pacific Railway and to collect new plant species. Hector named the 11,476-foot-high Mount Lyell, which straddles the boundary between Alberta and British Columbia, after the early-nineteenth-century Scottish geologist Sir Charles Lyell.


Lyell promoted the work of fellow Scot James Hutton in establishing that the earth was very old and changed very gradually, much to the consternation of religious opinion of the day. Separately, Lyell is commemorated within Yosemite National Park, California, by the Lyell Glacier, Lyell Canyon and Mount Lyell, the park’s highest peak.


Hector is also commemorated at the spot where he nearly lost his life, with two icons of the Rockies: Kicking Horse Pass and Kicking Horse River on the border of British Columbia and Alberta. For three years, the Palliser team of five crisscrossed the Prairies, mapping, charting, assembling magnetic and weather records, and gathering detailed botanical, zoological and geological data. To cover the enormous distances, the team sometimes split up to carry out individual missions. In August 1859, Hector set out in search of mountain passes. At his camp near Wapta Falls, a packhorse bolted and Hector gave chase. As he rounded up the horse, it kicked him, breaking his ribs and knocking him unconscious. Assuming that he was dead, his guides began to dig his grave. Hector proved them wrong and continued to follow a river to the summit pass.


Towards the end of his adventurous life, Hector revisited the site of this legendary accident. He recalled, ‘When I regained consciousness, my grave was dug and they were preparing to put me in it. So that’s how Kicking Horse got its name.’ Today, both the Canadian Pacific Railway and the Trans-Canada Highway cross the pass and every tourist is told the story of Hector and the horse.


Again on Murchison’s recommendation, in 1862 Hector arrived in Otago, New Zealand, to carry out a geological survey in the hope of finding useful minerals. He undertook this despite the Otago gold rush already being in full swing. Over the next 40 years, he established himself as the premier scientific figure in New Zealand society. Fellow Scot James McKerrow paid tribute to him in the 5,016-foot-high Mount Hector, North Island.


Hector’s legacy is remarkable: Hector, a settlement on New Zealand’s west coast; Hector Lake in Alberta; the Hector River in New Zealand’s North Island; Hector Island in the Canadian Arctic; and 11 new species of wildlife, including Hector’s Dolphin.


The snow-clad, jagged peaks of the Canadian Rockies proved not only an almost insurmountable obstacle to communications but also a magnet for explorers. In Alberta, David Douglas named two peaks, Mount Brown and Mount Hooker, as well as having a third, the 10,600-foot-high Mount Douglas, named in his honour.


Douglas was a remarkable man. Born in Scone, Perthshire, in 1798, he left school aged 11 to work as a gardener on a local estate before moving to Glasgow’s Botanic Gardens. There he met Robert Brown, the botanist from Montrose who was the first person to observe and name the nucleus of the cell. Douglas also worked with William Hooker, the newly appointed Professor of Botany at the university. Hooker asked Douglas to lead a plant-hunting expedition to North America on behalf of the Horticultural Society of London.


Douglas’s first expedition to the relatively settled eastern regions in search of new fruit and vegetables was such a success that he was recruited to undertake a more ambitious venture to explore the north-west seaboard. After an eight-month voyage round Cape Horn and an investigation of the region round Vancouver, he travelled over 7,000 miles inland. His ascent of Mount Brown in 1827 was only the second peak in the Rockies to be climbed by a European. He wrote of his crossing of the Athabasca Pass:


 




Nothing can be seen, in every direction as far as the eye can reach, except mountains towering above each other, rugged beyond description. This peak, the highest yet known in the northern continent of America, I feel a sincere pleasure in naming ‘Mount Brown’ . . . A little to the southward is one nearly the same height, rising into a sharper point. This I named ‘Mount Hooker’.





For many years, geographers and mountaineers were puzzled by Douglas’s two giants. It turned out that he had overestimated the altitude of the Athabasca Pass by nearly 6,000 feet. The late nineteenth-century mountaineer Norman Collie finally solved the mystery by a careful reading of Douglas’s journals. It was simply not possible that Douglas could have climbed such a peak in an afternoon when snow lay thickly on the ground. Mounts Forbes, Columbia, Bryce and Alberta supplanted Mounts Brown and Hooker as the highest peaks in the Canadian Rockies. Mapmaker George Dawson named Mount Douglas in 1884 in the plant hunter’s honour. The peak is sometimes referred to as the Black Douglas because it is less often snow-capped than its neighbour, the White Douglas, reflecting the ancestral names of two branches of the Scottish family. The official name of the latter is Mount St Bride, after the saint associated with the church where Douglas chiefs were buried. Another peak in the Rockies is named Mount Sir Douglas in honour of the First World War commander, Sir Douglas Haig, rather than the explorer.


On this trip, Douglas sent back the seeds of more than 800 species, 130 of which flourished well in Britain, the two areas sharing a temperate, maritime climate. Among these were the Douglas fir, the Sitka spruce, the Noble fir, the Grand fir and the Radiata, or Monterey pine. In total, 200 plants are called after Douglas, the greatest number ever associated with one person.


Returning to Britain in 1827, Douglas could not settle. Two years later he was back on his travels, this time further south to the region around the Columbia River. After about a thousand miles, he aborted his attempt to reach Alaska, believing it to be too ambitious, and decided instead to return to Vancouver by canoe down the Fraser River. Unfortunately, he lost his seed collection and instruments when his fragile craft capsized. Douglas then moved much further south. While exploring Hawaii in 1833, he was gored to death in a pit trap dug for wild cattle into which a bull had already fallen. Whether Douglas fell as a result of his damaged eyesight or was the victim of foul play was never proven.


 


The hunt for fur


For centuries, the Rocky Mountains proved a natural barrier to opening up much of the vast interior of Canada. The demand for beaver pelts, whose softness and resilience made an excellent material when felted for men’s hats, provided the impetus to drive exploration north and west in search of trade routes in the nineteenth century. Thanks to over-hunting, beaver populations in the east had dwindled dramatically. The desperate search for new sources of beaver pelts led to increasingly bloody competition between the two major trading companies, the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) and the North West Company (NWC). The search for new routes turned traders into explorers. Two Scottish NWC employees played a very significant role in mapping Canada west of the Rockies and in discovering the rivers that bear their names.


The Mackenzie River, Northwest Territories, Canada’s largest river system, owes its name to one of Scotland’s most remarkable explorers, Sir Alexander Mackenzie. He was the first European to reach both the Arctic and the Pacific overland. Although his motive was trade, it is as an explorer that he is remembered today. Born on the Hebridean island of Lewis, Mackenzie emigrated with his father and two aunts to join his uncle in New York in 1774. Being from a loyalist family during the American Wars of Independence, young Mackenzie was despatched to safety and school in Montreal. Adventure soon beckoned in the shape of the fur trade. After five office-bound years in Montreal, Mackenzie tried his hand at trading. He impressed his employer sufficiently to offer him a share in the business provided that he accepted a posting in the increasingly competitive far west.
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