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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Adam Richard Sandler (born September 9, 1966) is an American actor, comedian, screenwriter, film producer, and musician. After becoming a Saturday Night Live cast member, Sandler went on to star in many Hollywood feature films that combined have grossed over $2 billion at the box office. He is best known for his comedic roles, such as in the films Billy Madison (1995), the sports comedies Happy Gilmore (1996) and The Waterboy (1998), the romantic comedy The Wedding Singer (1998), Big Daddy (1999), and Mr. Deeds (2002), and voicing Dracula in Hotel Transylvania (2012) and Hotel Transylvania 2 (2015). Several of his movies, most notably the widely panned Jack and Jill, have gained harsh criticism, culminating in a shared second place in the number of Raspberry Awards (3) and Raspberry Award Nominations (11), in both cases second only to Sylvester Stallone. He has ventured into more dramatic territory with his roles in Punch-Drunk Love (2002), Spanglish (2004), Reign Over Me (2007), Funny People (2009) and The Meyerowitz Stories (2017). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 338 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Peter Hayden Dinklage ( DINK-lij, born June 11, 1969) is an American actor and film producer. He has received numerous accolades, including a Golden Globe Award and two Primetime Emmy Awards. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 305 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Benjamin Geza Affleck-Boldt (born August 15, 1972) is an American actor and filmmaker. His accolades include two Academy Awards, three Golden Globe Awards, two BAFTA Awards and two Screen Actors Guild Awards. He began his career as a child and starred in the PBS educational series The Voyage of the Mimi (1984, 1988). He later appeared in the independent coming-of-age comedy Dazed and Confused (1993) and various Kevin Smith films including Chasing Amy (1997) and Dogma (1999). Affleck gained wider recognition when he and childhood friend Matt Damon won the Golden Globe and Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay for Good Will Hunting (1997). He then established himself as a leading man in studio films including the disaster drama Armageddon (1998), the romantic comedy Forces of Nature (1999), the war drama Pearl Harbor (2001) and the thriller Changing Lanes (2002). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 918 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Elvis Aaron Presley (January 8, 1935 – August 16, 1977) was an American singer-songwriter and actor. Regarded as one of the most significant cultural icons of the 20th century, he is often referred to as the "King of Rock and Roll" or simply "the King". This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 774 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: Chris Evans (Actor)



Wikipedia contributors

9788026859505

4851

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Christopher Robert Evans (born June 13, 1981) is an American actor and filmmaker. Evans is known for his superhero roles as the Marvel Comics characters Captain America in the Marvel Cinematic Universe and the Human Torch in Fantastic Four and its 2007 sequel. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 221 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Leonardo DiCaprio






"DiCaprio" redirects here. For his father, see George DiCaprio.

Leonardo Wilhelm DiCaprio (/d'kaepri.oU /[image: External link]; born November 11, 1974) is an American actor, film producer, and environmental activist.[1] DiCaprio began his career by appearing in television commercials in the early 1990s, after which he had recurring roles in various television series such as the soap opera Santa Barbara and the sitcom Growing Pains. He began his film career by starring as Josh in Critters 3 (1991). He starred in the film adaptation of the memoir This Boy's Life (1993), and was praised for his supporting role in What's Eating Gilbert Grape (1993). He gained public recognition with leading roles in The Basketball Diaries (1995) and the romantic drama Romeo + Juliet (1996), before achieving international fame with James Cameron's epic romance Titanic (1997), which became the highest-grossing film of all time until Cameron's science fiction film Avatar (2009) overtook it.

Since 2000, DiCaprio has received critical acclaim for his work in a wide range of film genres. DiCaprio's subsequent films include The Man in the Iron Mask (1998), the biographical crime drama Catch Me If You Can (2002), and the epic historical drama Gangs of New York (2002), which marked his first of many collaborations with director Martin Scorsese. He was acclaimed for his performances in the political war thriller Blood Diamond (2006), the neo-noir crime drama The Departed (2006), the espionage thriller Body of Lies (2008), the drama Revolutionary Road (2008), the psychological thriller Shutter Island (2010), the science fiction thriller Inception (2010), the biographical film J. Edgar (2011), the western Django Unchained (2012), and the period drama The Great Gatsby (2013).

DiCaprio's portrayals of Howard Hughes in The Aviator (2004) and Hugh Glass in The Revenant (2015) won him the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama, and his role as Jordan Belfort in The Wolf of Wall Street (2013) won him the award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy. He also won his first Academy Award and BAFTA Award for his performance in The Revenant. DiCaprio is the founder of his own production company, Appian Way Productions.
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 Early life




Leonardo Wilhelm DiCaprio was born on November 11, 1974, in Los Angeles, California.[2] He is the only child of Irmelin (née Indenbirken), a legal secretary, and George DiCaprio, an underground comix artist and producer and distributor of comic books.[3] DiCaprio's father is of Italian (from Naples) and German (from Bavaria[image: External link]) descent.[4][5][6] DiCaprio's maternal grandfather, Wilhelm Indenbirken, was German.[7] His maternal grandmother, Helene Indenbirken (born Yelena Smirnova; 1915–2008),[8] was a Russian-born German citizen.[9][10] In an interview in Russia, DiCaprio referred to himself as "half-Russian" and said that two of his grandparents were Russian.[11] DiCaprio's parents met while attending college and subsequently moved to Los Angeles, California.[4]

DiCaprio was named Leonardo because his pregnant mother was looking at a Leonardo da Vinci painting in a museum in Italy when he first kicked.[12] His parents separated when he was a year old, and he lived mostly with his mother.[13] The two lived in several Los Angeles neighborhoods, such as Echo Park and Los Feliz (his Los Feliz residence was later converted into a public library), while his mother worked several jobs.[4] DiCaprio attended Seeds Elementary School (now UCLA Lab School) and John Marshall High School a few blocks away, after attending the Los Angeles Center for Enriched Studies for four years.[14] However, he dropped out of high school following his third year, eventually earning his general equivalency diploma (GED).[15][16] DiCaprio spent part of his childhood in Germany with his maternal grandparents, Wilhelm and Helene. He is conversant in German[image: External link] and Italian.[17][18][19]
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 Career
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 Early career




DiCaprio's career began with his appearance in several commercials and educational films. After being removed from the set of children's television series Romper Room for being disruptive at the age of five,[20] he followed his older stepbrother Adam Farrar into television commercials, landing an ad for Matchbox cars at 14.[20] In 1990, he got his break on television when he was cast in the short-lived series based on the movie Parenthood. After Parenthood, DiCaprio had bit parts on several shows, including The New Lassie and Roseanne, as well as a brief stint on the soap opera Santa Barbara, playing the young Mason Capwell. His involvement in Parenthood and the daily soap earned him a nomination for the Young Artist Award for Best Young Actor each.[21]
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 1991–95: Breaking into film




DiCaprio's debut film role was in the comedic sci-fi horror film Critters 3, in which he played the stepson of an evil landlord, a role that DiCaprio described as "your average, no-depth, standard kid with blond hair."[22] Released in 1991, the movie went direct-to-video.[22] Soon after, he became a recurring cast member on the ABC sitcom Growing Pains, playing Luke Brower, a homeless boy who is taken in by the Seaver family. DiCaprio made his big screen breakthrough in 1992, when he was handpicked by Robert De Niro out of 400 young actors to play the lead role in This Boy's Life.[20]

Later in 1993, DiCaprio co-starred as the mentally handicapped brother of Johnny Depp's character in What's Eating Gilbert Grape, a comic-tragic odyssey of a dysfunctional Iowa family. Director Lasse Hallström admitted he was initially looking for a less good-looking actor but finally settled on DiCaprio as he had emerged as "the most observant actor" among all auditionees.[22] Budgeted at US$11 million,[23] the film became a critical success, resulting in various accolades for DiCaprio, who was awarded the National Board of Review Award and nominated for both an Academy Award and a Golden Globe for his portrayal. New York Times critic Janet Maslin praised DiCaprio's performance, writing "the film's real show-stopping turn comes from Mr. DiCaprio, who makes Arnie's many tics so startling and vivid that at first he is difficult to watch. The performance has a sharp, desperate intensity from beginning to end."[24]

DiCaprio's first effort of 1995 was Sam Raimi[image: External link]'s The Quick and the Dead, a western film. Sony Pictures was dubious over DiCaprio's casting, and as a result, co-star Sharon Stone decided to pay the actor's salary herself.[25] The film was released to a dismal box office performance, barely grossing US$18.5 million in the US, and received mixed reviews from critics.[26] DiCaprio next starred in Total Eclipse, a fictionalized account of the homosexual relationship between Arthur Rimbaud and Paul Verlaine. He replaced River Phoenix, who died during pre-production on the project.[27] A minor art-house success, the film grossed US$0.34 million throughout its domestic theatrical run.[28]

DiCaprio appeared in the mostly improvised short film called Don's Plum, as a favor to aspiring director R. D. Robb.[20] When Robb decided to expand the black-and-white film to feature length, however, DiCaprio and costar Tobey Maguire had its release blocked by court order, arguing that they never intended to make it a theatrical release, as it would have commercial value thanks to their stardom.[20] The film eventually premiered at the 2001 Berlin International Film Festival, where it was well received by critics.[29] DiCaprio's last film of the year 1995 was The Basketball Diaries, a biopic about Jim Carroll.[30]
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 1996–2001: Mainstream success




In 1996, DiCaprio appeared opposite Claire Danes[image: External link] in Baz Luhrmann's film Romeo + Juliet, an abridged modernization of William Shakespeare's romantic tragedy of the same name, which retained the original Shakespearean dialogue. The project achieved a worldwide box office take of $147 million.[31]

Later that year, he starred in Jerry Zaks' family drama Marvin's Room, reuniting with Robert De Niro. Based on Scott McPherson's screenplay adaptation of his own 1991 stage play of the same name, the film revolves around two sisters, played by Meryl Streep and Diane Keaton, who are reunited through tragedy after 17 years of estrangement.[32] DiCaprio portrayed Hank, Streep's character's troubled son, who has been committed to a mental asylum for setting fire to his mother's house.[33]

In 1997, DiCaprio starred in James Cameron's Titanic (1997) as twenty-year-old Jack Dawson[image: External link], a penniless Wisconsin man who wins two tickets for the third-class on the ill-fated RMS Titanic. DiCaprio initially refused to portray the character but was eventually encouraged to pursue the role by Cameron, who strongly believed in his acting ability.[34] Against expectations, the film went on to become the highest-grossing film to date (it was surpassed in 2010 by Cameron's film Avatar), grossing more than $1.843 billion in box-office receipts worldwide,[35] and transformed DiCaprio into a commercial movie superstar, resulting in fan worship among teenage girls and young women in general that became known as "Leo-Mania".[36] In May 1998, for example, his face appeared on the covers of at least four teen magazines, and three books about DiCaprio were among the top six paperbacks on The New York Times Best Seller List.[37] More than 200 fans contacted the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences to protest his not being nominated for the 70th Academy Awards[image: External link].[38] He was nominated for other high-profile awards, including a second Golden Globe nomination. Upon the success of Titanic, DiCaprio stated in 2000: "I have no connection with me during that whole Titanic phenomenon and what my face became around the world [...] I'll never reach that state of popularity again, and I don't expect to. It's not something I'm going to try to achieve either."[39]

The following year, DiCaprio made a self-mocking cameo appearance in Woody Allen's caustic satire of the fame industry, Celebrity (1998). That year, he also starred in the dual roles of the villainous King Louis XIV and his secret, sympathetic twin brother Philippe in Randall Wallace[image: External link]'s The Man in the Iron Mask, based on the same-titled 1939 film. Despite receiving a rather mixed to negative response,[40] the film became a box office success, grossing US$180 million internationally.[41] Though DiCaprio's performance was generally well-received, with Entertainment Weekly critic Owen Gleiberman writing that "the shockingly androgynous DiCaprio looks barely old enough to be playing anyone with hormones, but he's a fluid and instinctive actor, with the face of a mischievous angel,"[42] he was awarded a Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Screen Couple for both incarnations the following year.[43]

DiCaprio's next project was the drama film The Beach (2000), an adaption of Alex Garland's 1996 novel of the same name. He played an American backpacking tourist looking for the perfect way of life in a secret island commune in the Gulf of Thailand. Budgeted at $US50 million, the film became a financial success, grossing $US144 million worldwide,[44] but as with DiCaprio's previous project, the film was largely panned by critics.[45] Todd McCarthy of Variety noted that "Richard [DiCaprio's role] is too much the American Everyman and not enough of a well-defined individual to entirely capture one's interest and imagination, and DiCaprio, while perfectly watchable, does not endow him with the quirks or distinguishing marks to make this man from nowhere a dimensional character."[46] The next year, he was nominated for another Razzie Award for his work on the film.
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 2002–07




DiCaprio's first film of 2002 was the biographical crime drama film Catch Me If You Can, based on the life of Frank Abagnale Jr., who, before his 19th birthday, used his charm, confidence, and several different personas, to make millions in the 1960s writing bad checks. Directed by Steven Spielberg[image: External link], the film was shot in 147 different locations in only 52 days, making it "the most adventurous, super-charged movie-making" DiCaprio had experienced yet.[47] Catch Me If You Can received favorable reviews and proved to be an international success, becoming DiCaprio's highest-grossing film since Titanic with a total of US$351.1 million worldwide.[48] Roger Ebert praised his performance, and noted that while "DiCaprio, who in recent films [...] has played dark and troubled characters, is breezy and charming here, playing a boy who discovers what he is good at, and does it."[49] The following year, DiCaprio received his third Golden Globe nomination for his work in the film.[50]

Also in 2002, DiCaprio appeared in Martin Scorsese's Gangs of New York, a historical film set in the mid-19th century in the Five Points district of New York City. Director Scorsese initially struggled selling his idea of realizing the film until DiCaprio became interested in playing protagonist Amsterdam Vallon, a young leader of the Irish faction, and thus, Miramax Films got involved with financing the project.[51] Nonetheless production on the film was plagued by blown-out budgets and producer-director squabbles, resulting in a marathon eight-month shoot and, at US$103 million, the most expensive film Scorsese had ever made.[51] Upon its release, Gangs of New York became a financial and critical success.[52] DiCaprio's acting was well-received but was overshadowed by Daniel Day-Lewis' performance among most critics.[53][54]

Forging a collaboration with Scorsese, the two paired again for a biopic of the eccentric and obsessive American film director and aviation pioneer Howard Hughes in The Aviator (2004). Centering on Hughes' life from the late 1920s to 1947, DiCaprio initially developed the project with Michael Mann[image: External link], who decided against directing it after back-to-back film biographies in Ali and The Insider.[54] The actor eventually pitched John Logan's script to Scorsese, who quickly signed on to direct. The Aviator became a critical and financial success.[55] DiCaprio received rave reviews for his performance and won a Golden Globe Award for Best Actor, also receiving another Academy Award nomination.[56][57]

In 2005, DiCaprio was made a commander of the Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by the French Minister of Culture for his contributions to the arts.[58] The following year, the actor starred in both Blood Diamond and The Departed. In Edward Zwick's war film Blood Diamond, he starred as a diamond smuggler from Rhodesia who is involved in the Sierra Leone Civil War. The film itself received generally favorable reviews,[59] and DiCaprio was praised for the authenticity of his South African Afrikaner[image: External link] accent, known as a difficult accent to imitate.[60] In Scorsese's The Departed he played the role of Billy Costigan, a state trooper working undercover in an Irish Mob in Boston. Highly anticipated, the film was released to overwhelmingly positive reviews and became one of the highest-rated wide release films of 2006.[61] Budgeted at US$90 million, it also emerged as DiCaprio and Scorsese's highest-grossing collaboration to date, easily beating The Aviator´s previous record of US$213.7 million.[62] DiCaprio's performance in The Departed was applauded by critics and earned him a Satellite Award for Best Supporting Actor.[63] The same year, both the Golden Globes and the Screen Actors Guild nominated DiCaprio twice in the Best Actor category for both of his 2006 features, and in addition, DiCaprio earned his third Academy Award nomination for Blood Diamond.[64][65][66]
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 2008–12




In 2008, DiCaprio starred in Body of Lies, a spy film based on the novel of the same name by David Ignatius, set in context of the Middle East and the War on Terror, telling the story of three men battling a terrorist organization, and each other.[67] Directed by Ridley Scott, DiCaprio dyed his hair brown and wore brown contacts for the role, which he chose to pursue because he considered it a throwback to political films of the 1970s such as The Parallax View (1974) and Three Days of the Condor (1975).[67] The film received mixed reviews from critics,[68] and at a budget of US$67.5 million, became a moderate box office success, grossing US$115 million worldwide.[69]

The same year, DiCaprio reunited with Kate Winslet to film the drama Revolutionary Road (2008), directed by Winslet's then-husband Sam Mendes[image: External link]. As both actors had been reluctant to make romantic films similar to Titanic, it was Winslet who suggested that both should work with her on a film adaptation of the 1961 novel of the same name by Richard Yates after reading the script by Justin Haythe, knowing that plot had little in common with the 1997 blockbuster.[70] Once DiCaprio agreed to do the film, it went almost immediately into production.[71] He noted that he saw his character as "unheroic" and "slightly cowardly" and that he was "willing to be just a product of his environment."[72] Portraying a couple in a failing marriage in the 1950s, DiCaprio and Winslet watched period videos promoting life in the suburbs to prepare themselves for Revolutionary Road, which eventually earned them favorable reviews.[73] For his portrayal DiCaprio garnered his seventh Golden Globes nomination.[74]

DiCaprio continued his collaborative streak with Scorsese in the 2010 psychological thriller film Shutter Island (2010), based on the 2003 novel of the same name by Dennis Lehane. He played U.S. Marshal Edward "Teddy" Daniels, who is investigating a psychiatric facility located on an island and comes to question his own sanity. The film grossed $294 million.[75]

Also in 2010, DiCaprio starred in director Christopher Nolan's science-fiction film Inception, also starring Marion Cotillard, Tom Hardy, Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Cillian Murphy, Ken Watanabe, Tom Berenger[image: External link] and Michael Caine. Inspired by the experience of lucid dreaming and dream incubation,[76] DiCaprio portrays the character of Dom Cobb, an "extractor" who enters the dreams of others to obtain information that is otherwise inaccessible. Cobb is promised a chance to regain his old life in exchange for planting an idea in a corporate target's mind.[77] DiCaprio was "intrigued by this concept — this dream-heist notion and how this character's gonna unlock his dreamworld and ultimately affect his real life."[78] Released to critical acclaim, the film grossed over $825 million worldwide.[79] To star in this film, DiCaprio agreed to a pay cut from his $20 million fee, in favor of splitting first-dollar gross points, which means he receives money coming directly off the top of ticket sales. This risk paid off, with DiCaprio earning $50 million from the film to become his highest payday yet.[80] The movie went on to become Di Caprio's second highest grossing movie with $293 million at the box office, after Titanic with $659 million and ahead of The Revenant with $184 million.[81]

In July 2010, it was announced that DiCaprio had pulled out of a Viking movie to be directed by Mel Gibson amid controversy over Gibson's rage-fueled rant tapes and domestic violence probe.[82]

In 2011, DiCaprio starred alongside Armie Hammer and Naomi Watts in Clint Eastwood's J. Edgar, a biopic about J. Edgar Hoover.[83] Written by Dustin Lance Black, the film focuses on the career of the FBI director from the Palmer Raids onwards, including an examination of his private life as an alleged closeted homosexual.[84] Reviews towards the film were mostly mixed, with many critics commending DiCaprio's performance but feeling that, overall, the film lacked coherence.[85] Roger Ebert praised DiCaprio's performance as a "fully-realized, subtle and persuasive performance, hinting at more than Hoover ever revealed, perhaps even to himself."[86]

In 2012, DiCaprio starred as villainous Calvin Candie in Quentin Tarantino's spaghetti western, Django Unchained.[87] While filming Django Unchained, DiCaprio accidentally cut his hand on glass, but continued filming despite the injury, and Tarantino elected to use the take in the final movie.[88] The film received positive reviews from critics[89] and earned DiCaprio his ninth nomination from the Golden Globes.[90] Django Unchained grossed $424 million worldwide.[91]
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 2013–present




DiCaprio's next film was The Great Gatsby, again with Baz Luhrmann (who directed him in Romeo + Juliet in 1996), an adaptation of F. Scott Fitzgerald's 1925 novel, also starring Carey Mulligan and Tobey Maguire; the film was released on May 10, 2013.[92][93] It received mixed reviews from critics,[94] however DiCaprio's portrayal as Jay Gatsby was praised. Critic Rafer Guzman of Newsday praised DiCaprio by stating, "As for Leonardo DiCaprio, he is now the Gatsby to beat. Despite a borderline comedic entrance – haloed by fireworks and accompanied by Gershwin's "Rhapsody in Blue"—DiCaprio nails this maddeningly enigmatic character. He's as tough as Alan Ladd in '49, as suave as Redford in '74, but also vulnerable, touching, funny, a faker, a human. You hear it all in Gatsby's favorite phrase, "old sport," a verbal tic that stumped other actors. It's a tremendous, hard-won performance."[95] Matt Zoller Seitz of Roger Ebert.com described his performance as Gatsby as "The movie's greatest and simplest special effect," and states "This is an iconic performance — maybe his career best."[96] The film grossed $348 million worldwide[97] and became Luhrmann's highest-grossing film.[98]

DiCaprio reunited with Scorsese for the fifth time in The Wolf of Wall Street, a film based on the life of stockbroker Jordan Belfort, who was arrested in the late 1990s for securities fraud and money laundering.[99][100] Filming began on August 8, 2012, in New York,[101] and the film was released on December 25, 2013.[102] The role earned him a Golden Globe Award for Best Actor in a Musical or Comedy and his fourth Academy Award nomination for acting. In January 2013, DiCaprio said he was going to take a long break from acting and would "fly around the world doing good for the environment."[103]

In 2015, DiCaprio played fur trapper Hugh Glass in the survival drama The Revenant, directed by Alejandro G. Iñárritu.[104] The film was well received by critics[105] and DiCaprio's performance garnered universal acclaim[106][107] that earned him numerous awards, including his first win at the Academy Awards in the Best Actor[image: External link] category,[108][109] his eleventh nomination and third win at Golden Globes in the Best Actor Drama category, and his first BAFTA award for Best Actor.[110]

On August 10, 2015, it was announced that Martin Scorsese will direct an adaptation of Erik Larson's The Devil in the White City, which will star DiCaprio with a screenplay to be written by Billy Ray.[111] In October 2015, Appian Way acquired the movie rights for a book about the Volkswagen emissions scandal.[112]

On October 21, 2016, it was announced that DiCaprio will portray Sam Phillips, founder of Memphis-based Sun Studio, in the forthcoming film based on Peter Guralnick[image: External link]'s book Sam Phillips: The Man Who Invented Rock ‘N’ Roll.[113]

In 2017, Paramount announced that it has acquired the movie rights for an English language adaptation of The Black Hand.[114] The new film, due for release in 2018, will star DiCaprio as Joe Petrosino, and will be partly based on Stephan Talty's novelization of Petrosino's assassination.[115][116]
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DiCaprio's romantic relationships have been widely covered in the media.[117] In 1997 DiCaprio dated the British singer Emma Bunton.[118][119] He also dated the actress Bijou Phillips[120] and the models Kristen Zang and Emma Miller.[121] In 2000, he met Brazilian model Gisele Bündchen[image: External link], whom he dated until 2005.[122] He was romantically involved with Israeli model Bar Refaeli from 2005 to 2011, during which time he met with Israeli president Shimon Peres and visited Refaeli's hometown of Hod HaSharon.[123][124]

DiCaprio owns a home in Los Angeles, California and an apartment in Battery Park City, New York.[125] In 2009, he bought an island off mainland Belize, on which he is planning to create an eco-friendly resort.[126] In 2014, he purchased the original Dinah Shore residence designed by mid-century modern architect Donald Wexler in Palm Springs, California.[127]

In 2005, DiCaprio's face was severely injured when model Aretha Wilson hit him over the head with a broken bottle at a Hollywood party. After pleading guilty in 2010, Wilson was sentenced to prison for two years.[121]

During the 2004 presidential election[image: External link], DiCaprio campaigned and donated to John Kerry's presidential bid. The FEC showed that DiCaprio gave $2,300 to Barack Obama's presidential campaign in the 2008 election[image: External link], the maximum contribution an individual could give in that election cycle, and $5,000 to Obama's 2012 campaign.[128]

DiCaprio is agnostic.[129]
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Following the success of Titanic in 1997 along with earlier films, 24-year-old DiCaprio established the Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation in 1998, a non-profit organization devoted to promoting environmental awareness.[130] Although concerned with all areas of the environment, it focuses on global warming, preserving Earth's biodiversity and supporting renewable energy. It has worked on projects in over 40 countries and has produced two short web documentaries, Water Planet and Global Warning.[131]

Because of his active involvement in those causes, he has received praise from environmental groups.[132] Among the accolades received were the Martin Litton Environment Award, in 2001, from Environment Now, and the Environmental Leadership Award in 2003 from Global Green USA.[133]

DiCaprio chaired the national Earth Day[image: External link] celebration in 2000, where he interviewed President Bill Clinton and they discussed plans to deal with global warming and the environment.[134] In 2007 he had a major role in The 11th Hour, a documentary about people's relationship to nature and global warming. He co-produced, co-wrote and narrated the film.[134] From a benefit "11th Hour" fine art auction he organized in 2013, he raised nearly $40 million to toward his foundation. He told attendees, "Bid as if the fate of the planet depended on us."[135] It became the world's highest-grossing environmental charity event ever held.[136] DiCaprio states that global warming is the world's "number-one environmental challenge".[137] In July 2016 his foundation awarded $15.6 million to help protect wildlife and the rights of Native Americans, along with combating climate change.[138]

He has been an active supporter of numerous environmental organizations and has sat on the board of the World Wildlife Fund, Global Green USA, International Fund for Animal Welfare and the Natural Resources Defense Council.[131][139] He traveled to Indonesia in early 2016 where he criticized the government's palm oil industry's slash-and-burn forest clearing methods.[140][141]

At the 2007 Oscar ceremony[image: External link], DiCaprio and former Vice President Al Gore appeared to announce that the Academy Awards had incorporated environmentally intelligent practices in its production. He presented at the 2007 American leg of Live Earth, and in 2010 his environmental work earned DiCaprio a nomination for the VH1 Do Something Award, honoring people who do good.[142] In 2014 he was appointed as a United Nations[image: External link] representative on climate change, and later that year he made an opening statement to members of the UN Climate Summit.[143][144] He again spoke at the UN in April 2016 prior to the signing of Paris Climate Change Agreement.[145]

In 2015, DiCaprio executive produced a new Netflix-exclusive cut of Cowspiracy. The film explored the impact of animal agriculture on the environment and the positions of several environmental organizations on the issue.[146] He also executive-produced and appeared in Before the Flood, a 2016 documentary film examining various aspects of global warming.[147]

In accepting his Best Actor award at the 2016 Oscars ceremony, DiCaprio stated:


Climate change is real, it is happening right now. It is the most urgent threat facing our entire species, and we need to work collectively together and stop procrastinating. We need to support leaders around the world who do not speak for the big polluters, but who speak for all of humanity, for the indigenous people of the world, for the billions and billions of underprivileged people out there who would be most affected by this. For our children’s children, and for those people out there whose voices have been drowned out by the politics of greed.[148]



DiCaprio has owned environment-friendly vehicles, including an electric Tesla Roadster,[149] a Fisker Karma plug-in hybrid[image: External link],[150] and a Toyota Prius[image: External link],[151] and his home is powered by solar panels[132] but his use of private jets and superyachts has attracted criticism by some sections of the media.[152][153][154] In 2016, during a vacation in Cannes[image: External link], France, he made a one-day visit to New York City by private jet to collect an environmental award. Robert Rapier, an environmental analyst, said DiCaprio's lifestyle “diminishes his moral authority to lecture others on reducing their own carbon emissions. He demonstrates exactly why our consumption of fossil fuels continues to grow. “It’s because everyone loves the combination of cost and convenience they offer. Alternatives usually require sacrifice of one form or another.”[155]

In November 2010, DiCaprio donated $1 million to the Wildlife Conservation Society at Russia's tiger summit. DiCaprio's persistence in reaching the event after encountering two plane delays caused then Prime Minister Vladimir Putin to describe him as a "muzhik" or "real man".[156][157] In 2011, DiCaprio joined the Animal Legal Defense Fund's campaign to free Tony, a tiger who has spent the last decade at the Tiger Truck Stop in Grosse Tête, Louisiana[image: External link].[158]

In early 2016, at a meeting with Pope Francis, he gave a charity donation and spoke about environmental issues. A few days later, possibly influenced by his meeting with DiCaprio, the Pope said he would act in a planned faith-based charity film, Beyond the Sun. It would be his first acting experience, and would also be the first time in history that a Pope appeared in a feature film. Profits from the film would be given to charities in Argentina.[159]

In April 2017, he promoted and protested President Trump's inaction on climate change by attending the 2017 People's Climate March.[160][161]
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In 1998, DiCaprio and his mother donated $35,000 for a "Leonardo DiCaprio Computer Center" at the Los Feliz branch of the Los Angeles Public Library, the site of his childhood home. It was rebuilt after the 1994 Northridge earthquake and opened in early 1999.[162] During the filming of Blood Diamond, DiCaprio worked with 24 orphaned children from the SOS Children's Village in Maputo, Mozambique, and was said to be extremely touched by his interactions with the children.[163] In 2010, he donated $1 million to relief efforts in Haiti after the earthquake.[164]

In April 2013, DiCaprio donated $61,000 to GLAAD, an organization which promotes the image of LGBT people in the media.[165]
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George DiCaprio





George Paul DiCaprio (born November 30, 1943) is an American writer, editor, publisher, distributor, and former performance artist[image: External link], known for his work in the realm of underground comix, where he collaborated with such notables as Timothy Leary[image: External link] and Laurie Anderson[image: External link]. He is the father of American actor Leonardo DiCaprio.
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DiCaprio was born to George Leon DiCaprio (May 14, 1902 – November 18, 1965), the son of Italian immigrants, Salvatore Di Caprio and Rosina Cassella, and a German-born mother, Olga Anne Jacobs (December 23, 1904 – May 16, 1984).[1][2][3][4][5]

DiCaprio was active in underground comix throughout the 1970s, as a writer, editor, publisher, and distributor.[6] He is known for such titles as Greaser Comics (Half-Ass Press/Last Gasp[image: External link]), Forbidden Knowledge (Last Gasp), and Cocaine Comix (Last Gasp), collaborating with artists like Laurie Anderson[image: External link], Pete von Sholly, and Rich Chidlaw.

He was also a performance artist[image: External link]. Comics writer Harvey Pekar[image: External link] details a DiCaprio performance in Los Angeles in February 1988 where DiCaprio did "a light show using brine shrimp and worms. I'd hit 'em with cold water and they'd move around and I'd project 'em on a wall magnified. It blew people's minds."[7]

DiCaprio played an important role in his son's early career as an actor. He used to screen scripts for him, and was instrumental in getting Leo to play Rimbaud[image: External link] in the 1995 film Total Eclipse.[6]
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George Paul DiCaprio met Irmelin Indenbirken (born 1943), a German immigrant, in college[image: External link]; the two later married and moved to Los Angeles.[4] The couple had one son, Leonardo DiCaprio, and divorced shortly after. He married Peggy Ferrar in 1995, in a ceremony presided over by counterculture icon Timothy Leary[image: External link] (with whom DiCaprio also collaborated on the comic book Neuroscience).[6] DiCaprio is step-father to Ferrar's son Adam Ferrar.
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Baloney Moccasins (Half-Ass Press, 1970) — features artwork by Laurie Anderson[image: External link]


	
Greaser[image: External link] Comics #1 (Half-Ass Press, 1971) — stories illustrated by Richard Jaccoma

	
Greaser Comics #2 (Rip Off Press[image: External link], July 1972) — stories illustrated by Jim Janes

	
Forbidden Knowledge #1–2 (Last Gasp, 1975, 1978) — edited by DiCaprio & Pete von Sholly, with contributions from Robert Williams[image: External link], Rich Chidlaw, Matt Golden, Brent Boates[image: External link], Art Vitello, Milt Gray, Jean Paul Laurens[image: External link], Jim Himes, Icelandic Codpiece Comics Studio, Dennis Ellis, Chris Lane, Warren Greenwood, Doug Hansen, Pete Von X (a.k.a. Pete von Sholly), and Johnny Edgar

	
Arcade: The Comics Revue[image: External link] #5 (Print Mint[image: External link], Spring 1976) — "Anthony and the Temptations," illustrated by Justin Green[image: External link]


	
Cocaine Comix #1-4 (Last Gasp[image: External link], 1976–1982) — co-edited with Rich Chidlaw; multiple stories written by DiCaprio and illustrated by Chidlaw

	
Neurocomics (Last Gasp, 1979) — with Timothy Leary[image: External link], Tim Kummero, and Pete von Sholly

	
Yama Yama/The Ugly Head[6] (self-published, 1981) — flip book[image: External link] made in response to Gary Panter[image: External link] and burgeoning punk art scene; Robert Williams[image: External link] illustrated "Yama Yama" while S. Clay Wilson[image: External link] illustrated "The Ugly Head"[8]


	
Hoo-Bee-Boo #1 (1982)
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Los Angeles






This article is about the U.S. city. For the county in California, see Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]. For other uses, see Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"L.A." and "City of Los Angeles" redirect here. For other uses, see L.A. (disambiguation)[image: External link] and City of Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Los Angeles ( i[image: External link]/las 'aendZels /[image: External link],[14] Spanish[image: External link] for "The Angels"; Spanish pronunciation: [los ˈaŋxeles][image: External link]), officially the City of Los Angeles and often known by its initials L.A., is the cultural, financial, and commercial center of Southern California[image: External link]. With a U.S. Census[image: External link]-estimated 2016 population of 3,976,322,[15] it is the second-most populous city[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] (after New York City[image: External link]) and the most populous city[image: External link] in the state[image: External link] of California. Located in a large coastal basin[image: External link] surrounded on three sides by mountains reaching up to and over 10,000 feet (3,000 m), Los Angeles covers an area of about 469 square miles (1,210 km2).[7] The city is also the seat[image: External link] of Los Angeles County[image: External link], the most populated county[image: External link] in the country. Los Angeles is the center of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link], and is part of the larger designated Los Angeles-Long Beach[image: External link] combined statistical area[image: External link] (CSA), the second most populous[image: External link] in the nation with a 2015 estimated population of 18.7 million.[16]

Historically home to the Chumash[image: External link] and Tongva[image: External link], Los Angeles was claimed by Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link] for Spain[image: External link] in 1542 along with the rest of what would become Alta California[image: External link]. The city was officially founded on September 4, 1781, by Spanish governor Felipe de Neve[image: External link]. It became a part of Mexico[image: External link] in 1821 following the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link]. In 1848, at the end of the Mexican–American War[image: External link], Los Angeles and the rest of California were purchased as part of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link], thereby becoming part of the United States. Los Angeles was incorporated[image: External link] as a municipality on April 4, 1850, five months before California achieved statehood[image: External link]. The discovery of oil in the 1890s brought rapid growth to the city.[17] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, delivering water from Eastern California[image: External link], later assured the city's continued rapid growth.

Nicknamed the "City of Angels", Los Angeles is known for its Mediterranean climate[image: External link], ethnic diversity, and sprawling metropolis. The city is also one of the most substantial economic engines within the nation, with a diverse economy in a broad range of professional and cultural fields. Los Angeles is also famous as the home of Hollywood[image: External link], a major center of the world entertainment industry. A global city[image: External link], it has been ranked 6th in the Global Cities Index[image: External link] and 9th in the Global Economic Power Index[image: External link]. The Los Angeles combined statistical area (CSA) also has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] (GMP) of $831 billion (as of 2008), making it the third-largest in the world[image: External link], after the Greater Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link] metropolitan areas.
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 History




Main article: History of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Los Angeles in the 1920s[image: External link]
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 Pre-colonial period




The Los Angeles coastal area was first settled by the Tongva[image: External link] (Gabrieleños) and Chumash[image: External link] Native American tribes thousands of years ago. A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), meaning "poison oak place".[18][19]

Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link], a Portuguese-born[image: External link] explorer, claimed the area of southern California for the Spanish Empire[image: External link] of the Kingdom of Spain[image: External link] in 1542 while on an official military exploring expedition moving north along the Pacific[image: External link] coast from earlier colonizing bases of New Spain[image: External link] in Central[image: External link] and South America[image: External link].[20] Gaspar de Portolà[image: External link] and Franciscan[image: External link] missionary Juan Crespí[image: External link], reached the present site of Los Angeles on August 2, 1769.[21]
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In 1771, Franciscan friar Junípero Serra[image: External link] directed the building of the Mission San Gabriel Arcángel[image: External link], the first mission in the area.[22] On September 4, 1781, a group of forty-four settlers known as "Los Pobladores[image: External link]" founded the pueblo called "El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Ángeles de Porciúncula"; in English it is "The Town of Our Lady the Queen of the Angels of Porciúncula". The Queen of the Angels[image: External link] is an honorific of the Virgin Mary[image: External link].[23] Two-thirds of the settlers were mestizo[image: External link] or mulatto[image: External link] with a mixture of African, indigenous and European ancestry.[24] The settlement remained a small ranch town for decades, but by 1820, the population had increased to about 650 residents.[25] Today, the pueblo is commemorated in the historic district of Los Angeles Pueblo Plaza[image: External link] and Olvera Street[image: External link], the oldest part of Los Angeles.[26]
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New Spain[image: External link] achieved its independence from the Spanish Empire in 1821, and the pueblo continued as a part of Mexico[image: External link]. During Mexican rule, Governor Pío Pico[image: External link] made Los Angeles Alta California[image: External link]'s regional capital.[27]
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Mexican rule ended during the Mexican–American War[image: External link]: Americans took control from the Californios[image: External link] after a series of battles, culminating with the signing of the Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link] on January 13, 1847.[28]

Railroads arrived[image: External link] with the completion of the Southern Pacific[image: External link] line to Los Angeles in 1876.[29] Oil was discovered in the city and surrounding area in 1892, and by 1923, the discoveries had helped California become the country's largest oil producer, accounting for about one-quarter of the world's petroleum output.[30]

By 1900, the population had grown to more than 102,000,[31] putting pressure on the city's water supply[image: External link].[32] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, under the supervision of William Mulholland[image: External link], assured the continued growth of the city.[33] Due to clauses in the city's charter that effectively prevented the City of Los Angeles from selling or providing water from the aqueduct to any area outside its borders, many adjacent city and communities became compelled to annex themselves into Los Angeles.[34][35][36]

In 1910, Hollywood[image: External link] merged into Los Angeles, with 10 movie companies already operating in the city at the time. By 1921, more than 80 percent of the world's film industry was concentrated in L.A.[37] The money generated by the industry kept the city insulated from much of the economic loss suffered by the rest of the country during the Great Depression[image: External link].[38] By 1930, the population surpassed one million.[39] In 1932, the city hosted the Summer Olympics[image: External link].

During World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles was a major center of wartime manufacturing, such as shipbuilding and aircraft. Calship[image: External link] built hundreds of Liberty Ships[image: External link] and Victory Ships[image: External link] on Terminal Island, and the Los Angeles area was the headquarters of six of the country's major aircraft manufacturers (Douglas Aircraft Company[image: External link], Hughes Aircraft[image: External link], Lockheed[image: External link], North American Aviation[image: External link], Northrop Corporation[image: External link], and Vultee[image: External link]). During the war, more aircraft were produced in one year than in all the pre-war years since the Wright brothers flew the first airplane in 1903, combined. Manufacturing in Los Angeles skyrocketed, and as William S. Knudsen[image: External link], of the National Defense Advisory Commission put it, "We won because we smothered the enemy in an avalanche of production, the like of which he had never seen, nor dreamed possible.[40]

Following the end of World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles grew more rapidly than ever, sprawling[image: External link] into the San Fernando Valley[image: External link].[41] The expansion of the Interstate Highway System[image: External link] during the 1950s and 1960s helped propel suburban growth and signaled the demise of the city's electrified rail system[image: External link], once the world's largest.

The 1960s saw race relations boil over into the Watts Riots[image: External link] of 1965 which resulted in 34 deaths and over 1,000 injuries. It was the most severe riot in the city's history until the Los Angeles riots of 1992[image: External link]. In 1969, Los Angeles became the birthplace of the Internet[image: External link], as the first ARPANET[image: External link] transmission was sent from the University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA) to SRI[image: External link] in Menlo Park[image: External link].[42]

In 1984, the city hosted the Summer Olympic Games for the second time[image: External link]. Despite being boycotted by 14 Communist countries[image: External link], the 1984 Olympics became more financially successful than any previous,[43] and the second Olympics to turn a profit until then – the other, according to an analysis of contemporary newspaper reports, being the 1932 Summer Olympics, also held in Los Angeles.[44]

Racial tensions erupted on April 29, 1992, with the acquittal by a Simi Valley[image: External link] jury of the police officers captured on videotape beating Rodney King[image: External link], culminating in large-scale riots[image: External link].[45] They were the largest riots in US history causing approximately $1.3 billion in damage as well as 53 deaths and over 2,000 injuries.[46][47]

In 1994, the 6.7 Northridge earthquake shook the city, causing $12.5 billion in damage and 72 deaths.[48] The century ended with the Rampart scandal[image: External link], one of the most extensive documented cases of police misconduct in American history.[49]

In 2002, voters defeated efforts by the San Fernando Valley and Hollywood to secede from the city.[50]
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See also: Los Angeles Basin[image: External link]; San Fernando Valley[image: External link]; Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]; and Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]
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Main article: List of districts and neighborhoods of Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city is divided into over 80 districts and neighborhoods,[51] many of which were incorporated places or communities that merged into the city.[52] These neighborhoods were developed piecemeal, and are well-defined enough that the city has signage marking nearly all of them.[53]

More broadly, the city is divided into the following areas: Downtown Los Angeles[image: External link], East Los Angeles[image: External link] and Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link], South Los Angeles[image: External link], the Harbor Area[image: External link], Greater Hollywood[image: External link], Wilshire[image: External link], the Westside[image: External link], and the San Fernando[image: External link] and Crescenta Valleys[image: External link].
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The city's street pattern generally follows a grid plan[image: External link], with uniform block lengths and occasional roads that cut across blocks. However, this is complicated by rugged terrain, which has necessitated having different grids for each of the valleys that Los Angeles covers. Major streets are designed to move large volumes of traffic through many parts of the city; many of which are extremely long: Sepulveda Boulevard[image: External link] is 43 miles (69 km) long, while Foothill Boulevard[image: External link] is over 60 miles (97 km) long, reaching as far east as San Bernardino. Drivers in Los Angeles suffer from one of the worst rush hour periods in the world, according to an annual traffic index by navigation system maker, TomTom[image: External link]. L.A. drivers spend an additional 92 hours in traffic each year. During the peak rush hour there is 80% congestion, according to the index.[54]

Los Angeles is often characterized by the presence of low-rise[image: External link] buildings. Outside of a few centers such as Downtown[image: External link], Warner Center[image: External link], Century City[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Miracle Mile[image: External link], Hollywood[image: External link] and Westwood[image: External link], skyscrapers and high-rise buildings are not common. The few skyscrapers that are built outside of those areas often stand out above the rest of the surrounding landscape. Most construction is done in separate units, rather than wall-to-wall[image: External link]. That being said, downtown Los Angeles itself has many buildings over 30 stories, with fourteen over 50 stories, and two over 70 stories (the tallest buildings west of Chicago-see List of tallest buildings in Los Angeles[image: External link]). Also, Los Angeles is increasingly becoming a city of apartments rather than single family dwellings, especially in the dense inner city and Westside[image: External link] neighborhoods.
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See also: List of sites of interest in the Los Angeles area[image: External link] and National Register of Historic Places listings in Los Angeles, California[image: External link]


Important landmarks in Los Angeles include the Hollywood Sign[image: External link], Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], Capitol Records Building[image: External link], the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], Angels Flight[image: External link], Grauman's Chinese Theatre[image: External link], Dolby Theatre[image: External link], Griffith Observatory[image: External link], Getty Center[image: External link], Getty Villa[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link], the Venice Canal Historic District and boardwalk[image: External link], Theme Building[image: External link], Bradbury Building[image: External link], U.S. Bank Tower[image: External link], Wilshire Grand Center[image: External link], Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link], Los Angeles City Hall[image: External link], Hollywood Bowl[image: External link], Battleship USS  Iowa[image: External link], Watts Towers[image: External link], Staples Center[image: External link], Dodger Stadium[image: External link], and Olvera Street[image: External link].
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The city of Los Angeles covers a total area of 502.7 square miles (1,302 km2), comprising 468.7 square miles (1,214 km2) of land and 34.0 square miles (88 km2) of water.[7] The city extends for 44 miles (71 km) longitudinally and for 29 miles (47 km) latitudinally. The perimeter of the city is 342 miles (550 km).

Los Angeles is both flat and hilly. The highest point in the city proper is 5,074 ft (1,547 m) Mount Lukens[image: External link],[55][56] located at the northeastern end of the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]. The eastern end of the Santa Monica Mountains[image: External link] stretches from Downtown[image: External link] to the Pacific Ocean[image: External link] and separates the Los Angeles Basin from the San Fernando Valley. Other hilly parts of Los Angeles include the Mt. Washington[image: External link] area north of Downtown, eastern parts such as Boyle Heights[image: External link], the Crenshaw district[image: External link] around the Baldwin Hills[image: External link], and the San Pedro[image: External link] district.

Surrounding the city are much higher mountains. Immediately to the north lie the San Gabriel Mountains[image: External link], which is a popular recreation area for Angelenos. Its high point is Mount San Antonio[image: External link], locally known as Mount Baldy, which reaches 10,064 feet (3,068 m). Further afield, the highest point in the greater Los Angeles area is San Gorgonio Mountain[image: External link], with a height of 11,503 feet (3,506 m).

The Los Angeles River[image: External link], which is largely seasonal, is the primary drainage channel[image: External link]. It was straightened and lined in 51 miles (82 km) of concrete by the Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link] to act as a flood control channel.[57] The river begins in the Canoga Park[image: External link] district of the city, flows east from the San Fernando Valley along the north edge of the Santa Monica Mountains, and turns south through the city center, flowing to its mouth in the Port of Long Beach[image: External link] at the Pacific Ocean. The smaller Ballona Creek[image: External link] flows into the Santa Monica Bay[image: External link] at Playa del Rey[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Vegetation




Los Angeles is rich in native plant species partly because of its diversity of habitats, including beaches, wetlands[image: External link], and mountains. The most prevalent plant communities are coastal sage scrub[image: External link], chaparral[image: External link] shrubland, and riparian woodland[image: External link].[58] Native plants include: California poppy[image: External link], matilija poppy[image: External link], toyon[image: External link], Ceanothus[image: External link], Chamise[image: External link], Coast Live Oak[image: External link], sycamore[image: External link], willow[image: External link] and Giant Wildrye[image: External link]. Many of these native species, such as the Los Angeles sunflower[image: External link], have become so rare as to be considered endangered. Though it is not native to the area, the official tree of Los Angeles is the Coral Tree (Erythrina caffra[image: External link])[59] and the official flower of Los Angeles is the Bird of Paradise (Strelitzia reginae[image: External link]).[60] Mexican Fan Palms[image: External link], Canary Island Palms[image: External link], Queen Palms[image: External link], Date Palms[image: External link], and California Fan Palms[image: External link] are common in the Los Angeles area, although only the last is native.
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Los Angeles is subject to earthquakes because of its location on the Pacific Ring of Fire[image: External link]. The geologic instability has produced numerous faults[image: External link], which cause approximately 10,000 earthquakes annually in Southern California, though most of them are too small to be felt.[61] The strike-slip[image: External link] San Andreas Fault[image: External link] system is located at the boundary between the Pacific Plate[image: External link] and the North American Plate[image: External link], and is vulnerable to the "big one", a potentially large and damaging event.[62] The Los Angeles basin and metropolitan area are also at risk from blind thrust earthquakes[image: External link].[63] Major earthquakes that have hit the Los Angeles area include the 1933 Long Beach[image: External link], 1971 San Fernando[image: External link], 1987 Whittier Narrows[image: External link], and the 1994 Northridge events. Nevertheless, all but a few are of low intensity and are not felt. The USGS has released the UCERF California earthquake forecast[image: External link] which models earthquake occurrence in California. Parts of the city are also vulnerable to tsunamis[image: External link]; harbor areas were damaged by waves from the Valdivia earthquake[image: External link] in 1960.[64]
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Main article: Climate of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles has a Mediterranean climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link] Csb on the coast, Csa inland), and receives just enough annual precipitation to avoid either Köppen's BSh or BSk (semi-arid climate[image: External link]) classification. Los Angeles has plenty of sunshine throughout the year, with an average of only 35 days with measurable precipitation annually.[65] The coastal region around Los Angeles has a climate that is comparable to coastal areas of southeastern Spain[image: External link] such as Alicante[image: External link] or Elche[image: External link], in temperature range and variation, in sunshine hours and as well as annual precipitation levels.

Temperatures in the coastal basin exceed 90 °F (32 °C) on a dozen or so days in the year, from one day a month in April, May, June and November to three days a month in July, August, October and to five days in September.[65] Temperatures in the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys are considerably warmer. Temperatures are subject to substantial daily swings; in inland areas the difference between the average daily low and the average daily high is over 30 °F (17 °C).[66] The average annual temperature of the sea is 63 °F (17 °C), from 58 °F (14 °C) in January to 68 °F (20 °C) in August.[67] Hours of sunshine total more than 3,000 per year, from an average of 7 hours of sunshine per day in December to an average of 12 in July.[68]

The Los Angeles area is also subject to phenomena typical of a microclimate[image: External link], causing extreme variations in temperature in close physical proximity to each other. For instance, the average July maximum temperature at the Santa Monica Pier[image: External link] is 75 °F (24 °C) whereas it is 95 °F (35 °C) in Canoga Park.[69] The city, like much of the southern California coast, is subject to a late spring/early summer weather phenomenon called "June Gloom[image: External link]". This involves overcast or foggy skies in the morning which yield to sun by early afternoon.[70]

Downtown Los Angeles averages 14.93 in (379 mm) of precipitation annually, which mainly occurs during November through March,[66] generally in the form of moderate rain showers, but sometimes as heavy rainfall during winter storms. Summer days are usually rainless. Rarely, an incursion of moist air from the south or east can bring brief thunderstorms in late summer, especially to the mountains. The coast gets slightly less rainfall, while the inland and mountain areas get considerably more. Years of average rainfall are rare. The usual pattern is year to year variability, with a short string of dry years of 5–10 in (130–250 mm) rainfall, followed by one or two wet years with more than 20 in (510 mm).[66] Wet years are usually associated with warm water El Niño[image: External link] conditions in the Pacific, dry years with cooler water La Niña[image: External link] episodes. A series of rainy days can bring floods to the lowlands and mudslides to the hills, especially after wildfires[image: External link] have denuded the slopes.

Both freezing temperatures and snowfall are extremely rare in the city basin and along the coast, with the last occurrence of a 32 °F (0 °C) reading at the downtown station being January 29, 1979;[66] freezing temperatures occur nearly every year in valley locations while the mountains within city limits typically receive snowfall every winter. The greatest snowfall recorded in downtown Los Angeles was 2.0 inches (5 cm) on January 15, 1932.[66][71] At the official downtown station, the highest recorded temperature is 113 °F (45 °C) on September 27, 2010,[66][72] while the lowest is 28 °F (−2 °C),[66] on January 4, 1949.[66] During autumn and winter, Santa Ana winds[image: External link] sometimes bring much warmer and drier conditions to Los Angeles, and raise the wildfire risk.





	Climate data for Los Angeles ( USC[image: External link], Downtown[image: External link]), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1877–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	99

(37)
	106

(41)
	103

(39)
	112

(44)
	109

(43)
	106

(41)
	113

(45)
	108

(42)
	100

(38)
	92

(33)
	113

(45)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	83.3

(28.5)
	84.3

(29.1)
	85.8

(29.9)
	91.2

(32.9)
	89.7

(32.1)
	90.2

(32.3)
	94.1

(34.5)
	95.3

(35.2)
	98.9

(37.2)
	95.5

(35.3)
	88.0

(31.1)
	81.4

(27.4)
	102.7

(39.3)



	Average high °F (°C)
	68.2

(20.1)
	68.6

(20.3)
	70.2

(21.2)
	72.7

(22.6)
	74.5

(23.6)
	78.1

(25.6)
	83.1

(28.4)
	84.4

(29.1)
	83.1

(28.4)
	78.5

(25.8)
	72.8

(22.7)
	67.7

(19.8)
	75.2

(24)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	58.0

(14.4)
	58.9

(14.9)
	60.6

(15.9)
	63.1

(17.3)
	65.8

(18.8)
	69.2

(20.7)
	73.3

(22.9)
	74.3

(23.5)
	73.1

(22.8)
	68.6

(20.3)
	62.4

(16.9)
	57.6

(14.2)
	65.4

(18.6)



	Average low °F (°C)
	47.8

(8.8)
	49.3

(9.6)
	51.0

(10.6)
	53.5

(11.9)
	57.1

(13.9)
	60.3

(15.7)
	63.6

(17.6)
	64.1

(17.8)
	63.1

(17.3)
	58.7

(14.8)
	52.0

(11.1)
	47.5

(8.6)
	55.7

(13.2)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.3

(5.2)
	42.9

(6.1)
	44.9

(7.2)
	48.4

(9.1)
	53.6

(12)
	57.2

(14)
	61.2

(16.2)
	61.8

(16.6)
	59.2

(15.1)
	54.1

(12.3)
	45.0

(7.2)
	40.8

(4.9)
	39.1

(3.9)



	Record low °F (°C)
	28

(−2)
	28

(−2)
	31

(−1)
	36

(2)
	40

(4)
	46

(8)
	49

(9)
	49

(9)
	44

(7)
	40

(4)
	34

(1)
	30

(−1)
	28

(−2)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.12

(79.2)
	3.80

(96.5)
	2.43

(61.7)
	0.91

(23.1)
	0.26

(6.6)
	0.09

(2.3)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.04

(1)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.66

(16.8)
	1.04

(26.4)
	2.33

(59.2)
	14.93

(379.2)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.1
	6.4
	5.5
	3.2
	1.3
	0.6
	0.3
	0.3
	1.0
	2.5
	3.3
	5.2
	35.7



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	225.3
	222.5
	267.0
	303.5
	276.2
	275.8
	364.1
	349.5
	278.5
	255.1
	217.3
	219.4
	3,254.2



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	71
	72
	72
	78
	64
	64
	83
	84
	75
	73
	70
	71
	73



	Source: NOAA (sun 1961–1977)[73][74][75]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (LAX), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1944–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	91

(33)
	92

(33)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	91

(33)
	103

(39)
	93

(34)
	98

(37)
	106

(41)
	101

(38)
	101

(38)
	94

(34)
	106

(41)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	81.2

(27.3)
	81.0

(27.2)
	79.6

(26.4)
	83.4

(28.6)
	79.9

(26.6)
	80.0

(26.7)
	83.6

(28.7)
	85.7

(29.8)
	90.1

(32.3)
	89.9

(32.2)
	85.5

(29.7)
	78.9

(26.1)
	94.7

(34.8)



	Average high °F (°C)
	64.6

(18.1)
	64.3

(17.9)
	64.4

(18)
	66.4

(19.1)
	68.1

(20.1)
	70.6

(21.4)
	73.8

(23.2)
	74.9

(23.8)
	74.6

(23.7)
	72.5

(22.5)
	68.9

(20.5)
	64.6

(18.1)
	69.0

(20.6)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	56.7

(13.7)
	57.1

(13.9)
	58.0

(14.4)
	60.1

(15.6)
	62.7

(17.1)
	65.5

(18.6)
	68.8

(20.4)
	69.6

(20.9)
	68.9

(20.5)
	65.9

(18.8)
	61.1

(16.2)
	56.6

(13.7)
	62.6

(17)



	Average low °F (°C)
	48.8

(9.3)
	50.0

(10)
	51.7

(10.9)
	53.8

(12.1)
	57.3

(14.1)
	60.5

(15.8)
	63.7

(17.6)
	64.3

(17.9)
	63.2

(17.3)
	59.3

(15.2)
	53.2

(11.8)
	48.7

(9.3)
	56.2

(13.4)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.1

(5.1)
	42.5

(5.8)
	44.6

(7)
	47.5

(8.6)
	52.5

(11.4)
	56.2

(13.4)
	59.8

(15.4)
	60.6

(15.9)
	58.4

(14.7)
	52.7

(11.5)
	45.3

(7.4)
	40.9

(4.9)
	38.8

(3.8)



	Record low °F (°C)
	27

(−3)
	34

(1)
	35

(2)
	42

(6)
	45

(7)
	48

(9)
	52

(11)
	51

(11)
	47

(8)
	43

(6)
	38

(3)
	32

(0)
	27

(−3)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	2.71

(68.8)
	3.25

(82.6)
	1.85

(47)
	0.70

(17.8)
	0.22

(5.6)
	0.08

(2)
	0.03

(0.8)
	0.05

(1.3)
	0.21

(5.3)
	0.56

(14.2)
	1.11

(28.2)
	2.05

(52.1)
	12.82

(325.6)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.0
	6.6
	5.8
	2.8
	1.2
	0.6
	0.5
	0.3
	1.0
	2.3
	3.4
	5.2
	35.7



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	63.4
	67.9
	70.5
	71.0
	74.0
	75.9
	76.6
	76.6
	74.2
	70.5
	65.5
	62.9
	70.8



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity 1961–1990)[73][76][77]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (Canoga Park[image: External link], in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link])



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	93

(34)
	94

(34)
	101

(38)
	105

(41)
	113

(45)
	113

(45)
	115

(46)
	116

(47)
	115

(46)
	110

(43)
	99

(37)
	96

(36)
	116

(47)



	Average high °F (°C)
	67.9

(19.9)
	69.9

(21.1)
	72.0

(22.2)
	77.7

(25.4)
	81.3

(27.4)
	88.8

(31.6)
	95.0

(35)
	96.0

(35.6)
	91.7

(33.2)
	84.4

(29.1)
	74.7

(23.7)
	68.8

(20.4)
	80.7

(27.1)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	53.7

(12.1)
	55.4

(13)
	57.2

(14)
	61.3

(16.3)
	65.2

(18.4)
	71.0

(21.7)
	76.0

(24.4)
	76.8

(24.9)
	73.5

(23.1)
	66.8

(19.3)
	58.2

(14.6)
	53.6

(12)
	64.1

(17.8)



	Average low °F (°C)
	39.5

(4.2)
	40.9

(4.9)
	42.3

(5.7)
	44.8

(7.1)
	49.1

(9.5)
	53.2

(11.8)
	56.9

(13.8)
	57.6

(14.2)
	55.2

(12.9)
	49.2

(9.6)
	41.7

(5.4)
	38.3

(3.5)
	47.4

(8.6)



	Record low °F (°C)
	19

(−7)
	18

(−8)
	26

(−3)
	30

(−1)
	33

(1)
	36

(2)
	42

(6)
	42

(6)
	38

(3)
	27

(−3)
	23

(−5)
	20

(−7)
	18

(−8)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.83

(97.3)
	4.40

(111.8)
	3.60

(91.4)
	0.88

(22.4)
	0.32

(8.1)
	0.07

(1.8)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.15

(3.8)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.62

(15.7)
	1.29

(32.8)
	2.38

(60.5)
	17.79

(452)



	Average rainy days
	6.2
	5.9
	6.1
	3.0
	1.3
	0.4
	0.1
	0.7
	1.3
	2.0
	3.2
	4.4
	34.6



	Source: NOAA[66]
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 Environmental issues




Further information: Pollution in California § Los Angeles air pollution[image: External link]


A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), which has been translated as "poison oak place".[18][19] Yang-na has also been translated as "the valley of smoke".[78][79] Owing to geography, heavy reliance on automobiles, and the Los Angeles/Long Beach port complex, Los Angeles suffers from air pollution[image: External link] in the form of smog[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Basin[image: External link] and the San Fernando Valley[image: External link] are susceptible to atmospheric inversion[image: External link], which holds in the exhausts from road vehicles, airplanes, locomotives, shipping, manufacturing, and other sources.[80]

The smog season lasts from approximately May to October.[81] While other large cities rely on rain to clear smog, Los Angeles gets only 15 inches (380 mm) of rain each year: pollution accumulates over many consecutive days. Issues of air quality in Los Angeles and other major cities led to the passage of early national environmental legislation, including the Clean Air Act[image: External link]. More recently, the state of California has led the nation in working to limit pollution by mandating low-emission vehicles[image: External link]. Smog is expected to continue to drop in the coming years because of aggressive steps to reduce it, which include electric and hybrid[image: External link] cars, improvements in mass transit[image: External link], and other measures.

The number of Stage 1 smog alerts in Los Angeles has declined from over 100 per year in the 1970s to almost zero in the new millennium.[82] Despite improvement, the 2006 and 2007 annual reports of the American Lung Association[image: External link] ranked the city as the most polluted in the country with short-term particle pollution and year-round particle pollution.[83] In 2008, the city was ranked the second most polluted and again had the highest year-round particulate pollution.[84] The city met its goal of providing 20 percent of the city's power from renewable sources in 2010.[85] The American Lung Association's 2013 survey ranks the metro area as having the nation's worst smog, and fourth in both short-term and year-round pollution amounts.[86]

Climate change[image: External link] has already affected Los Angeles with a 4 degree average temperature rise from 1878 to 2005 with a UCLA[image: External link] study predicting that coastal areas will rise 3 to 4 degrees in temperature and urban areas 4 to 4.5 degrees.[87] In 2014, the fire season never finished in Southern California and studies have predicted that climate change will cause more frequent and larger fires by the end of the century.[87] Climate change is also expected to affect sea levels which are expected to rise 5 to 24 inches from 2000 to 2050 leading to higher storm surge and waves, which could result in more extensive flooding that could threaten critical coastal infrastructure.[87]

Los Angeles is also home to the nation's largest urban oil field[image: External link]. There are more than 700 active oil wells located within 1,500 feet of homes, churches, schools and hospitals in the city, a situation about which the EPA[image: External link] has voiced serious concerns.[88]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Los Angeles[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	1,610
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	4,385
	
	172.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	5,728
	
	30.6%



	1880[image: External link]
	11,183
	
	95.2%



	1890[image: External link]
	50,395
	
	350.6%



	1900[image: External link]
	102,479
	
	103.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	319,198
	
	211.5%



	1920[image: External link]
	576,673
	
	80.7%



	1930[image: External link]
	1,238,048
	
	114.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	1,504,277
	
	21.5%



	1950[image: External link]
	1,970,358
	
	31.0%



	1960[image: External link]
	2,479,015
	
	25.8%



	1970[image: External link]
	2,811,801
	
	13.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	2,968,528
	
	5.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	3,485,398
	
	17.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	3,694,820
	
	6.0%



	2010[image: External link]
	3,792,621
	
	2.6%



	Est. 2016
	3,976,322
	[89]
	4.8%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[90]






The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][91] reported that Los Angeles had a population of 3,792,621.[92] The population density was 8,092.3 people per square mile (2,913.0/km²). The age distribution was 874,525 people (23.1%) under 18, 434,478 people (11.5%) from 18 to 24, 1,209,367 people (31.9%) from 25 to 44, 877,555 people (23.1%) from 45 to 64, and 396,696 people (10.5%) who were 65 or older.[92] The median age was 34.1 years. For every 100 females there were 99.2 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 97.6 males.[92]

There were 1,413,995 housing units—up from 1,298,350 during 2005–2009[92]—at an average density of 2,812.8 households per square mile (1,086.0/km²), of which 503,863 (38.2%) were owner-occupied, and 814,305 (61.8%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 2.1%; the rental vacancy rate was 6.1%. 1,535,444 people (40.5% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 2,172,576 people (57.3%) lived in rental housing units.[92]

According to the 2010 United States Census, Los Angeles had a median household income of $49,497, with 22.0% of the population living below the federal poverty line.[92]
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 Race and ethnicity






	Racial composition
	2010[92]
	1990[93]
	1970[93]
	1940[93]



	Non-Hispanic White[image: External link]
	28.7%
	37.3%
	61.1%[94]
	86.3%



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	9.6%
	14.0%
	17.9%
	4.2%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link]
	48.5%
	39.9%
	17.1%[94]
	7.1%[95]



	Asian[image: External link]
	11.3%
	9.8%
	3.6%
	2.2%




According to the 2010 Census, the racial makeup of Los Angeles included: 1,888,158 Whites[image: External link] (49.8%), 365,118 African Americans[image: External link] (9.6%), 28,215 Native Americans[image: External link] (0.7%), 426,959 Asians[image: External link] (11.3%), 5,577 Pacific Islanders[image: External link] (0.1%), 902,959 from other races[image: External link] (23.8%), and 175,635 (4.6%) from two or more races[image: External link].[92] Hispanics or Latinos[image: External link] of any race were 1,838,822 persons (48.5%). Los Angeles is home to people from more than 140 countries speaking 224 different identified languages.[96] Ethnic enclaves[image: External link] like Chinatown[image: External link], Historic Filipinotown[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Little Armenia[image: External link], Little Ethiopia[image: External link], Tehrangeles[image: External link], Little Tokyo[image: External link], Little Bangladesh[image: External link] and Thai Town[image: External link] provide examples of the polyglot[image: External link] character of Los Angeles.

Non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] were 28.7% of the population in 2010,[92] compared to 86.3% in 1940.[93] The majority of the Non-Hispanic white population is living in areas along the Pacific coast as well as in neighborhoods near and on the Santa Monica Mountains from the Pacific Palisades[image: External link] to Los Feliz.

Mexican[image: External link] ancestry make up the largest ethnic group of Hispanics at 31.9% of Los Angeles' population, followed by those of Salvadoran[image: External link] (6.0%) and Guatemalan[image: External link] (3.6%) heritage. The Hispanic population has a long established Mexican-American and Central American community and is spread well-nigh throughout the entire city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area. It is most heavily concentrated in regions around Downtown as East Los Angeles[image: External link], Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link] and Westlake[image: External link]. Furthermore, a vast majority of residents in neighborhoods in eastern South Los Angeles[image: External link] towards Downey[image: External link] are of Hispanic origin.

The largest Asian ethnic groups are Filipinos[image: External link] (3.2%) and Koreans[image: External link] (2.9%), which have their own established ethnic enclaves− Koreatown[image: External link] in the Wilshire Center and Historic Filipinotown[image: External link]. Chinese[image: External link] people, which make up 1.8% of Los Angeles' population, reside mostly outside of Los Angeles city limits and rather in the San Gabriel Valley[image: External link] of eastern Los Angeles County, but make a sizable presence in the city, notably in Chinatown[image: External link]. Chinatown and Thaitown[image: External link] are also home to many Thais[image: External link] and Cambodians[image: External link], which make up 0.3% and 0.1% of Los Angeles' population, respectively. Japanese[image: External link] comprise 0.9% of L.A.'s population, and have an established Little Tokyo[image: External link] in the city's downtown, and another significant community of Japanese Americans is located in the Sawtelle[image: External link] district of West Los Angeles. Vietnamese[image: External link] make up 0.5% of Los Angeles' population. Indians[image: External link] make up 0.9% of the city's population.

The Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] is home to a large population of Armenians[image: External link] and Iranians[image: External link], many of whom live in enclaves like Little Armenia[image: External link] and Tehrangeles[image: External link].

See also: African-American neighborhoods in Los Angeles[image: External link]


African Americans[image: External link] have been the predominant ethnic group in South Los Angeles[image: External link], which has emerged as the largest African American community in the western United States since the 1960s. The neighborhoods of South LA with highest concentration of African Americans include Crenshaw[image: External link], Baldwin Hills[image: External link], Leimert Park[image: External link], Hyde Park[image: External link], Gramercy Park[image: External link], Manchester Square[image: External link] and Watts[image: External link].[97] Apart from South Los Angeles, neighborhoods in the Central[image: External link] region of Los Angeles, as Mid-City[image: External link] and Mid-Wilshire[image: External link] have a moderate concentration of African Americans as well. In 1970, the Census Bureau reported the city's population as 17.9% black, 61.1% non-Hispanic white and 17.1% Hispanic.[93]
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 Religion




According to a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link], Christianity[image: External link] is the most prevalently practiced religion in Los Angeles (65%).[98][99] The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles[image: External link] leads the largest archdiocese[image: External link] in the country.[100] Cardinal Roger Mahony[image: External link] oversaw construction of the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], which opened in September 2002 in downtown Los Angeles.[101] Construction of the cathedral marked a coming of age of the city's Catholic, heavily Latino community. There are numerous Catholic churches and parishes throughout Los Angeles.

In 2011 the once common but ultimately lapsed custom of conducting a procession and Mass in honour of Nuestra Señora de los Ángeles in commemoration of the founding of the City of Los Angeles in 1781 was revived by the Queen of Angels Foundation[image: External link] and its founder Mark Albert[image: External link], with the support and approbation of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link] as well as several civic leaders.[102] The recently revived custom is a continuation of the original processions and Masses which commenced on the first anniversary of the founding of Los Angeles in 1782 and continued for nearly a century thereafter.

With 621,000 Jews[image: External link] in the metropolitan area (490,000 in city proper), the region has the second largest population of Jews in the United States.[103] Many of Los Angeles' Jews now live on the Westside[image: External link] and in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link], though Boyle Heights[image: External link] and Northwest Los Angeles[image: External link] once had large Jewish populations. Many varieties of Judaism are represented in the area, including Reform[image: External link], Conservative[image: External link], Orthodox[image: External link], and Reconstructionist[image: External link]. The Breed Street Shul[image: External link] in East Los Angeles[image: External link], built in 1923, was the largest synagogue west of Chicago in its early decades.[104] (It is no longer a sacred space and is being converted to a museum and community center.)[105] The Kabbalah Centre[image: External link] also has a presence in the city.[106]

The International Church of the Foursquare Gospel[image: External link] was founded in Los Angeles by Aimee Semple McPherson[image: External link] in 1927 and remains headquartered there to this day. For many years, the church convened at Angelus Temple[image: External link], which, when built, was one of the largest churches in the country.

The Los Angeles California Temple[image: External link], the second largest temple[image: External link] operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link], is on Santa Monica Boulevard[image: External link] in the Westwood neighborhood[image: External link] of Los Angeles. Dedicated in 1956, it was the first LDS temple[image: External link] built in California and it was the largest in the world when completed.[107]

The Hollywood region of Los Angeles also has several significant headquarters, churches, and the Celebrity Center[image: External link] of Scientology[image: External link].

Because of Los Angeles' large multi-ethnic population, a wide variety of faiths are practiced, including Islam[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], Zoroastrianism[image: External link], Sikhism[image: External link], Bahá'í[image: External link], various Eastern Orthodox Churches[image: External link], Sufism[image: External link] and others. Immigrants from Asia for example, have formed a number of significant Buddhist[image: External link] congregations making the city home to the greatest variety of Buddhists in the world. Atheism[image: External link] and other secular[image: External link] beliefs are also common, as the city is the largest in the Western U.S. Unchurched Belt[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Economy




Further information: Los Angeles County, California § Economy[image: External link]


See also: Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce[image: External link]


The economy of Los Angeles is driven by international trade, entertainment (television, motion pictures, video games, music recording, and production), aerospace, technology, petroleum, fashion, apparel, and tourism.[citation needed[image: External link]] Other significant industries include finance, telecommunications, law, healthcare, and transportation.

Three of the six major film studios—Paramount Pictures[image: External link], 20th Century Fox[image: External link], and Universal Pictures[image: External link]—are located within the city limits.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Los Angeles is the largest manufacturing center in the western United States.[108] The contiguous ports of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Long Beach[image: External link] together comprise the fifth-busiest port in the world and the most significant port in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and is vital to trade within the Pacific Rim[image: External link].[108]

The Los Angeles–Long Beach metropolitan area[image: External link] has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] of $866 billion (as of 2015),[109] making it the third-largest economic metropolitan area in the world, after Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link].[110] Los Angeles has been classified an "Alpha world city[image: External link]" according to a 2012 study by a group at Loughborough University[image: External link].[111]

The largest employers in the city as of 2009 were, in descending order, the City of Los Angeles, the County of Los Angeles[image: External link], and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link].[112] The University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC) is the city's fourth largest employer and the largest private sector[image: External link] employer.[113]
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 Fortune 500




The city was home to six companies in the 2014 Fortune 500[image: External link].[114]



	Top publicly traded companies

in Los Angeles for 2014

(ranked by revenues)

with City and U.S. ranks



	L.A.
	
	Corporation
	
	US



	1
	
	Occidental Petroleum[image: External link] Corporation
	
	116



	2
	
	Health Net, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	254



	3
	
	Reliance Steel & Aluminum Co.[image: External link]
	
	299



	4
	
	AECOM Technology Corporation[image: External link]
	
	332



	5
	
	Oaktree Capital Group, LLC[image: External link]
	
	354



	6
	
	CBRE Group, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	363



	Source: Fortune 500[115]
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 Culture




Main article: Arts and culture of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles is often billed as the "Creative Capital of the World", because one in every six of its residents works in a creative industry[116] and there are more artists, writers, filmmakers, actors, dancers and musicians living and working in Los Angeles than any other city at any time in history.[117]
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 Movies and the performing arts




The city's Hollywood neighborhood[image: External link] has become recognized as the center of the motion picture industry[image: External link]. Los Angeles plays host to the annual Academy Awards and is the site of the USC School of Cinematic Arts[image: External link], the oldest film school[image: External link] in the United States.[118]

The performing arts play a major role in Los Angeles' cultural identity. According to the USC Stevens Institute for Innovation, "there are more than 1,100 annual theatrical productions and 21 openings every week."[117] The Los Angeles Music Center[image: External link] is "one of the three largest performing arts centers in the nation", with more than 1.3 million visitors per year.[119] The Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], centerpiece of the Music Center, is home to the prestigious Los Angeles Philharmonic[image: External link]. Notable organizations such as Center Theatre Group[image: External link], the Los Angeles Master Chorale[image: External link], and the Los Angeles Opera[image: External link] are also resident companies of the Music Center. Talent is locally cultivated at premier institutions such as the Colburn School[image: External link] and the USC Thornton School of Music[image: External link].
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 Museums and galleries




See also: Los Angeles City Museums[image: External link]


There are 841 museums and art galleries in Los Angeles County[image: External link].[120] In fact, Los Angeles has more museums per capita than any other city in the world.[120] Some of the notable museums are the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link] (the largest art museum in the Western United States[121]), the Getty Center[image: External link] (part of the larger J. Paul Getty Trust[image: External link], the world's wealthiest art institution[122]), the Battleship Iowa[image: External link], and the Museum of Contemporary Art[image: External link]. A significant number of art galleries are located on Gallery Row[image: External link], and tens of thousands attend the monthly Downtown Art Walk there.[123]
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 Sports




See also: Sports in Los Angeles[image: External link] and History of the National Football League in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area are the home of ten top level professional sports teams. These teams include the Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Angels[image: External link] of Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB), the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link] and the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL), the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA), the Los Angeles Kings[image: External link] and Anaheim Ducks[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL), the Los Angeles Galaxy[image: External link] of Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS), and the Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link] of the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA).

Other notable sports teams include the UCLA Bruins[image: External link] and the USC Trojans[image: External link] in the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA), both of which are Division I teams in the Pac-12 Conference[image: External link].

Los Angeles is the second-largest city in the United States but hosted no NFL team between 1995 and 2015. At one time, the Los Angeles area hosted two NFL teams: the Rams[image: External link] and the Raiders[image: External link]. Both left the city in 1995, with the Rams moving to St. Louis[image: External link], and the Raiders moving back to their original home of Oakland[image: External link]. After 21 seasons in St. Louis, on January 12, 2016, the NFL announced that the Rams would be moving back to Los Angeles for the 2016 NFL season[image: External link]. A new stadium will be built[image: External link] in Inglewood, California[image: External link] for the team by the 2020 season.[124][125][126] Prior to 1995, the Rams played their home games in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] from 1946 to 1979 and the Raiders played their home games at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum from 1982 to 1994. The San Diego Chargers[image: External link] announced that they will become the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] beginning in the 2017 NFL season[image: External link] and will play at the StubHub Center[image: External link] in Carson, California[image: External link] for the next three seasons.

Los Angeles has twice hosted the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link]: in 1932[image: External link] and in 1984[image: External link], and is currently bidding for 2024 Summer Olympics[image: External link], with Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] as the host stadium. When the tenth Olympic Games were hosted in 1932, the former 10th Street was renamed Olympic Blvd. Super Bowls[image: External link] I[image: External link] and VII[image: External link] were also held in the city, as well as multiple FIFA World Cup[image: External link] games at the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in 1994[image: External link], including the final[image: External link]. Los Angeles also hosted the Deaflympics[image: External link] in 1985[image: External link][127] and Special Olympics World Summer Games[image: External link] in 2015[image: External link].[128]

Los Angeles boasts a number of sports venues, including Dodger Stadium[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], The Forum[image: External link], the StubHub Center[image: External link], the Staples Center[image: External link], and the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in nearby Pasadena.
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 Government




Main article: Government of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Government of Los Angeles County[image: External link]


Los Angeles is a charter city[image: External link] as opposed to a general law city[image: External link]. The current charter was adopted on June 8, 1999 and has been amended many times since then.[129] The elected government[image: External link] consists of the Los Angeles City Council[image: External link] and the Mayor of Los Angeles[image: External link] which operate under a mayor-council government[image: External link], as well as the city attorney[image: External link] (not to be confused with the district attorney[image: External link], a county office) and controller[image: External link]. The current mayor is Eric Garcetti[image: External link]. There are 15 city council districts[image: External link].

The city has many departments and appointed officers, including the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link] (LAPD), the Los Angeles Board of Police Commissioners[image: External link], the Los Angeles Fire Department[image: External link] (LAFD), the Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles[image: External link] (HACLA), the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link] (LADOT), and the Los Angeles Public Library (LAPL).

The Charter of the City of Los Angeles ratified by voters in 1999 created a system of advisory neighborhood councils that would represent the diversity of stakeholders, defined as those who live, work or own property in the neighborhood. The neighborhood councils are relatively autonomous and spontaneous in that they identify their own boundaries, establish their own bylaws, and elect their own officers. There are currently about 90 neighborhood councils.

Residents of Los Angeles elect supervisors[image: External link] for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th supervisorial districts.
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 Federal and state representation




In the California State Assembly[image: External link], Los Angeles is split between fourteen districts.[130] In the California State Senate[image: External link], the city is split between eight districts.[131] In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], it is split between ten congressional districts.[132]
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 Crime




See also: Crime in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of criminal gangs in Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles experienced a significant decline in crime in the 1990s and late 2000s and reached a 50-year low in 2009 with 314 homicides.[133][134] This is a rate of 7.85 per 100,000 population—a major decrease from 1980 when a homicide rate of 34.2 per 100,000 was reported.[135][136] This included 15 officer-involved shootings. One shooting led to the death of a SWAT[image: External link] team member, Randal Simmons, the first in LAPD's history.[137] Los Angeles in the year of 2013 totaled 251 murders, a decrease of 16 percent from the previous year. Police speculate that the drop resulted from a number of factors, including young people spending more time online.[138] Crime increased significantly in 2015 from the low in 2013 with the rate of aggravated assault up 76%, rape up 182.7% and murder up 9.2%.[139]

The Dragna crime family[image: External link] and the Cohen crime family[image: External link] dominated organized crime in the city during the Prohibition era[image: External link][140] and reached its peak during the 1940s and 1950s with the battle of Sunset Strip[image: External link] as part of the American Mafia[image: External link], but has gradually declined since then with the rise of various black and Hispanic[image: External link] gangs in the late 1960s and early 1970s.[140]

According to the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link], the city is home to 45,000 gang members, organized into 450 gangs.[141] Among them are the Crips[image: External link] and Bloods[image: External link], which are both African American street gangs that originated in the South Los Angeles[image: External link] region. Latino street gangs such as the Sureños[image: External link], a Mexican American street gang, and Mara Salvatrucha[image: External link], which has mainly members of Salvadoran[image: External link] descent, all originated in Los Angeles. This has led to the city being referred to as the "Gang Capital of America".[142]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Education
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 Colleges and universities




There are three public universities located within the city limits: California State University, Los Angeles[image: External link] (CSULA), California State University, Northridge[image: External link] (CSUN) and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA).

Private colleges in the city include the American Film Institute Conservatory[image: External link], Alliant International University[image: External link], Syracuse University[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Academy of Dramatic Arts[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Jewish University[image: External link], The American Musical and Dramatic Academy – Los Angeles campus[image: External link], Antioch University[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science[image: External link], Emperor's College[image: External link], Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus (FIDM), Los Angeles Film School[image: External link], Loyola Marymount University[image: External link] (LMU is also the parent university of Loyola Law School[image: External link] located in Los Angeles), Marymount College[image: External link], Mount St. Mary's College[image: External link], National University[image: External link] of California, Occidental College[image: External link] ("Oxy"), Otis College of Art and Design[image: External link] (Otis), Southern California Institute of Architecture[image: External link] (SCI-Arc), Southwestern Law School[image: External link], University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC), and Woodbury University[image: External link].

The community college system consists of nine campuses governed by the trustees of the Los Angeles Community College District: East Los Angeles College[image: External link] (ELAC), Los Angeles City College[image: External link] (LACC), Los Angeles Harbor College[image: External link], Los Angeles Mission College[image: External link], Los Angeles Pierce College[image: External link], Los Angeles Valley College[image: External link] (LAVC), Los Angeles Southwest College[image: External link], Los Angeles Trade-Technical College[image: External link] and West Los Angeles College[image: External link].

There are numerous additional colleges and universities outside the city limits in the Greater Los Angeles area.
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 Schools and libraries




See also: Los Angeles County, California § Colleges and universities[image: External link]; and List of high schools in Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]


Los Angeles Unified School District[image: External link] serves almost all of the city of Los Angeles, as well as several surrounding communities, with a student population around 800,000.[143] After Proposition 13[image: External link] was approved in 1978, urban school districts had considerable trouble with funding. LAUSD has become known for its underfunded, overcrowded and poorly maintained campuses, although its 162 Magnet schools[image: External link] help compete with local private schools.

Several small sections of Los Angeles are in the Las Virgenes Unified School District[image: External link]. The Los Angeles County Office of Education operates the Los Angeles County High School for the Arts[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Public Library system operates 72 public libraries in the city.[144] Enclaves of unincorporated areas are served by branches of the County of Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link], many of which are within walking distance to residents.
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 Media




Main article: Media in Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: List of television shows set in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of films set in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The Los Angeles metro area is the second-largest broadcast designated market area[image: External link] in the U.S. (after New York[image: External link]) with 5,431,140 homes (4.956% of the U.S.), which is served by a wide variety of local AM[image: External link] and FM[image: External link] radio and television[image: External link] stations. Los Angeles and New York City are the only two media markets to have seven VHF[image: External link] allocations assigned to them.[145]

As part of the region's aforementioned creative industry, the Big Four major broadcast television networks, ABC, CBS[image: External link], Fox[image: External link], and NBC[image: External link], all have production facilities and offices throughout various areas of Los Angeles. All four major broadcast television networks, plus major Spanish-language networks Telemundo[image: External link] and Univision[image: External link], also own and operate stations that both serve the Los Angeles market and serve as each network's West Coast flagship station[image: External link]: ABC's KABC-TV[image: External link] (Channel 7), CBS's KCBS-TV[image: External link] (Channel 2), Fox's KTTV-TV[image: External link] (Channel 11), NBC's KNBC-TV[image: External link] (Chennel 4), Telemundo's KVEA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 52), and Univision's KMEX-TV[image: External link] (Channel 34). The region also has three PBS[image: External link] stations, as well as KCET[image: External link], the nation's largest independent public television station. KTBN[image: External link] (Channel 40) is the flagship station[image: External link] of the religious Trinity Broadcasting Network[image: External link], based out of Santa Ana[image: External link]. A variety of independent television stations, such as KCAL-TV[image: External link] (Channel 9) and KTLA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 5), also operate in the area.

The major daily English-language newspaper in the area is the Los Angeles Times. La Opinión[image: External link] is the city's major daily Spanish-language paper. The Korea Times[image: External link] is the city's major daily Korean language[image: External link] paper while The World Journal[image: External link] is the city and county's major Chinese newspaper. The Los Angeles Sentinel[image: External link] is the city's major African-American[image: External link] weekly paper, boasting the largest African-American readership in the Western United States[image: External link]. Investor's Business Daily[image: External link] is distributed from its L.A. corporate offices, which are headquartered in Playa del Rey.

There are also a number of smaller regional newspapers, alternative weeklies and magazines, including the Los Angeles Register[image: External link], Los Angeles Community News, (which focuses on coverage of the greater Los Angeles area), Los Angeles Daily News[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]), LA Weekly[image: External link], L.A. Record[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the music scene in the Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]), Los Angeles Magazine, the Los Angeles Business Journal[image: External link], the Los Angeles Daily Journal (legal industry paper), The Hollywood Reporter, Variety (both entertainment industry papers), and Los Angeles Downtown News[image: External link]. In addition to the major papers, numerous local periodicals serve immigrant communities in their native languages, including Armenian, English, Korean, Persian, Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Hebrew, and Arabic. Many cities adjacent to Los Angeles also have their own daily newspapers whose coverage and availability overlaps into certain Los Angeles neighborhoods. Examples include The Daily Breeze[image: External link] (serving the South Bay[image: External link]), and The Long Beach Press-Telegram[image: External link].

Los Angeles arts, culture and nightlife news is also covered by a number of local and national online guides like Time Out Los Angeles[image: External link], Thrillist[image: External link], Kristin's List, DailyCandy, LAist, and Flavorpill.[146]
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Los Angeles[image: External link]
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Main article: Southern California freeways[image: External link]


The city and the rest of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] are served by an extensive network of freeways and highways. The Texas Transportation Institute[image: External link], which publishes an annual Urban Mobility Report, ranked Los Angeles road traffic as the most congested in the United States in 2005 as measured by annual delay per traveler.[147] The average traveler in Los Angeles experienced 72 hours of traffic delay per year according to the study. Los Angeles was followed by San Francisco[image: External link]/ Oakland[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Atlanta[image: External link], (each with 60 hours of delay).[148] Despite the congestion in the city, the mean travel time for commuters in Los Angeles is shorter than other major cities, including New York City[image: External link], Philadelphia[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link]. Los Angeles's mean travel time for work commutes in 2006 was 29.2 minutes, similar to those of San Francisco and Washington, D.C.[149]

Among the major highways that connect LA to the rest of the nation include Interstate 5[image: External link], which runs south through San Diego[image: External link] to Tijuana[image: External link] in Mexico and north through Sacramento[image: External link], Portland[image: External link], and Seattle[image: External link] to the Canada–US border[image: External link]; Interstate 10[image: External link], the southernmost east–west, coast-to-coast Interstate Highway[image: External link] in the United States, going to Jacksonville, Florida[image: External link]; and U.S. Route 101[image: External link], which heads to the California Central Coast[image: External link], San Francisco, the Redwood Empire[image: External link], and the Oregon[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link] coasts.
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 Transit systems




Main article: Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link]


The LA County Metropolitan Transportation Authority and other agencies operate an extensive system of bus lines, as well as subway[image: External link] and light rail lines across Los Angeles County, with a combined monthly ridership (measured in individual boardings) of 38.8 million as of September 2011. The majority of this (30.5 million) is taken up by the city's bus system,[150] the second busiest in the country. The subway and light rail combined average the remaining roughly 8.2 million boardings per month.[150] In 2005, 10.2% of Los Angeles commuters rode some form of public transportation.[151]

The city's subway system[image: External link] is the ninth busiest in the United States[image: External link] and its light rail system is the country's second busiest[image: External link].[152] The rail system includes the Red[image: External link] and Purple[image: External link] subway lines, as well as the Gold[image: External link], Blue[image: External link], Expo[image: External link], and Green[image: External link] light rail lines. In 2016, the Expo Line was extended to the Pacific at Santa Monica[image: External link]. The Metro Orange[image: External link] and Silver[image: External link] lines are bus rapid transit[image: External link] lines with stops and frequency similar to those of light rail. The city is also central to the commuter rail[image: External link] system Metrolink[image: External link], which links Los Angeles to all neighboring counties as well as many suburbs.

Besides the rail service provided by Metrolink[image: External link] and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Los Angeles is served by inter-city passenger trains from Amtrak[image: External link]. The main rail station in the city is Union Station[image: External link] just north of Downtown.

In addition, the city directly contracts for local and commuter bus service through the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link], or LADOT.
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Main article: List of airports in the Los Angeles area[image: External link]


The main international and domestic airport serving Los Angeles is Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: LAX,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLAX), commonly referred to by its airport code, LAX. The sixth busiest commercial airport in the world and the third busiest in the United States, LAX handled over 66 million passengers and close to 2 million tons of cargo in 2013.

Other major nearby commercial airports include:


	( IATA[image: External link]: ONT,  ICAO[image: External link]: KONT) LA/Ontario International Airport[image: External link], owned by the city of Los Angeles; serves the Inland Empire.

	( IATA[image: External link]: BUR,  ICAO[image: External link]: KBUR) Bob Hope Airport[image: External link], formerly known as Burbank Airport; serves the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys

	( IATA[image: External link]: LGB,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLGB) Long Beach Airport[image: External link], serves the Long Beach/Harbor area

	( IATA[image: External link]: SNA,  ICAO[image: External link]: KSNA) John Wayne Airport[image: External link] of Orange County



One of the world's busiest general-aviation airports is also located in Los Angeles, Van Nuys Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: VNY,  ICAO[image: External link]: KVNY).[153]
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The Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] is located in San Pedro Bay[image: External link] in the San Pedro[image: External link] neighborhood, approximately 20 miles (32 km) south of Downtown. Also called Los Angeles Harbor and WORLDPORT LA, the port complex occupies 7,500 acres (30 km2) of land and water along 43 miles (69 km) of waterfront. It adjoins the separate Port of Long Beach[image: External link].

The sea ports of the Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Port of Long Beach[image: External link] together make up the Los Angeles/Long Beach Harbor.[154][155] Together, both ports are the fifth busiest container[image: External link] port in the world, with a trade volume of over 14.2 million TEU's[image: External link] in 2008.[156] Singly, the Port of Los Angeles is the busiest container ports in the United States and the largest cruise ship center on the West Coast of the United States[image: External link] – The Port of Los Angeles' World Cruise Center served about 590,000 passengers in 2014.[157]

There are also smaller, non-industrial harbors along Los Angeles' coastline. The port includes four bridges: the Vincent Thomas Bridge[image: External link], Henry Ford Bridge[image: External link], Gerald Desmond Bridge[image: External link], and Commodore Schuyler F. Heim Bridge[image: External link]. Passenger ferry service from San Pedro to the city of Avalon[image: External link] on Santa Catalina Island[image: External link] is provided by Catalina Express.
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Main article: List of people from Los Angeles[image: External link]


As home to Hollywood and its entertainment industry, numerous singers, actors and other entertainers live in various districts of Los Angeles.
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 Twin towns and sister cities




Los Angeles has 25 sister cities[image: External link],[158] listed chronologically by year joined:



	
Eilat[image: External link], Israel (1959)

	
Nagoya[image: External link], Japan (1959)

	
Salvador, Bahia[image: External link], Brazil (1962)

	
Bordeaux[image: External link], France (1964)[159][160]


	
Berlin[image: External link], Germany (1967)[161]


	
Lusaka[image: External link], Zambia (1968)

	
Mexico City[image: External link], Mexico (1969)

	
Auckland[image: External link], New Zealand (1971)

	
Busan[image: External link], South Korea (1971)

	
Mumbai[image: External link], India (1972)

	
Tehran[image: External link], Iran (1972)

	
Taipei[image: External link], Taiwan, Republic of China (1979)

	
Guangzhou[image: External link], People's Republic of China (1981)[162]


	
Athens[image: External link], Greece (1984)

	
Saint Petersburg[image: External link], Russia (1984)

	
Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia, Canada (1986)[163]


	
Giza[image: External link], Egypt (1989)

	
Jakarta[image: External link], Indonesia (1990)

	
Kaunas[image: External link], Lithuania (1991)

	
Makati[image: External link], Philippines (1992)

	
Split, Croatia[image: External link] (1993)[164]


	
San Salvador[image: External link], El Salvador (2005)

	
Beirut[image: External link], Lebanon (2006)

	
Ischia, Campania[image: External link], Italy (2006)

	
Yerevan[image: External link], Armenia (2007)[165]






In addition, Los Angeles has the following "friendship cities":[166]


	London, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	Łódź, Poland[image: External link]

	Manchester, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	
Tel Aviv, Israel[image: External link][167]
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 See also






	Eastside Los Angeles[image: External link]

	Largest cities in Southern California[image: External link]

	Largest cities in the Americas[image: External link]

	List of cities and towns in California[image: External link]

	List of hotels in Los Angeles[image: External link]

	List of largest California cities by population[image: External link]

	List of largest houses in the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area[image: External link]

	List of museums in Los Angeles[image: External link]

	List of museums in Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]

	List of music venues in Los Angeles[image: External link]

	List of people from Los Angeles[image: External link]

	List of tallest buildings in Los Angeles[image: External link]

	Los Angeles in popular culture[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in Los Angeles, California[image: External link]
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For other uses, see California (disambiguation)[image: External link].

California ( i[image: External link]/,kael'fo:rnje, -ni.e /[image: External link] KAL-ə-FORN -yə[image: External link], KAL-ə-FORN -ee-ə[image: External link]) is the most populous state[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] and the third most extensive[image: External link] by area. Located on the western (Pacific Ocean[image: External link]) coast of the U.S., California is bordered by Oregon[image: External link] to the north, Nevada[image: External link], to the east and northeast, Arizona[image: External link] to the southeast and it shares an international border[image: External link] with the Mexican state[image: External link] of Baja California[image: External link] to the south. The state capital is Sacramento[image: External link]. Los Angeles is California's most populous city[image: External link], and the country's second largest[image: External link] after New York City[image: External link]. The Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link] and the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] are the nation's second- and fifth-most populous urban regions[image: External link], respectively. California also has the nation's most populous county[image: External link], Los Angeles County[image: External link], and its largest county[image: External link] by area, San Bernardino County[image: External link].

California's diverse geography ranges from the Pacific Coast[image: External link] in the west to the Sierra Nevada[image: External link] mountain range in the east; and from the redwood[image: External link]–Douglas fir[image: External link] forests in the northwest to the Mojave Desert[image: External link] in the southeast. The Central Valley[image: External link], a major agricultural area, dominates the state's center. Though California is well-known for its warm Mediterranean climate[image: External link], the large size of the state means it can vary from moist temperate rainforest[image: External link] in the north, to arid desert[image: External link] in the interior, as well as snowy alpine[image: External link] in the mountains.

What is now California was first settled by various Native American tribes[image: External link] before being explored by a number of European expeditions during the 16th and 17th centuries. The Spanish Empire[image: External link] then claimed it as part of Alta California[image: External link] in their New Spain[image: External link] colony. The area became a part of Mexico[image: External link] in 1821 following its successful war for independence[image: External link], but was ceded to the United States in 1848 after the Mexican–American War[image: External link]. The western portion of Alta California then was organized as the State of California, and admitted as the 31st state on September 9, 1850. The California Gold Rush[image: External link] starting in 1848 led to dramatic social and demographic changes, with large-scale emigration from the east and abroad with an accompanying economic boom.

If it were a country, California would be the 6th largest economy in the world[image: External link][13] and the 35th most populous[image: External link]. It is also regarded as a global trendsetter in both popular culture and politics, and is the origin of the film industry[image: External link], the hippie[image: External link] counterculture, the Internet[image: External link],[14] and the personal computer[image: External link], among others. Fifty-eight percent of the state's economy[image: External link] is centered on finance[image: External link], government[image: External link], real estate services[image: External link], technology[image: External link], and professional, scientific and technical business services[image: External link].[15] The San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] has the nation's highest median household income[image: External link] by metropolitan area, and is the headquarters of three of the world's largest 40 firms by revenue, Chevron[image: External link], Apple[image: External link], and McKesson[image: External link].[16] Although it accounts for only 1.5 percent of the state's economy,[15] California's agriculture industry has the highest output of any U.S. state.[17]
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 Etymology




Main article: Etymology of California[image: External link]


The word California originally referred to the Baja California Peninsula[image: External link] of Mexico; it was later extended to the entire region composed of the current United States states of California, Nevada[image: External link], and Utah[image: External link], and parts of Arizona[image: External link], New Mexico[image: External link], Texas[image: External link] and Wyoming[image: External link].[18]

The name California is surmised by some writers to have derived from a fictional paradise peopled by Black[image: External link] Amazons[image: External link] and ruled by Queen Calafia[image: External link],[19][20] who fought alongside Muslims and whose name was chosen to echo the title of a Muslim leader, the Caliph, fictionally implying that California was the Caliphate.[21] The story of Calafia is recorded in a 1510 work The Adventures of Esplandián[image: External link], written as a sequel to Amadis de Gaula[image: External link] by Spanish adventure writer Garci Rodríguez de Montalvo[image: External link].[22][23][24] The kingdom of Queen Calafia, according to Montalvo, was said to be a remote land inhabited by griffins[image: External link] and other strange beasts, and rich in gold.


Know ye that at the right hand of the Indies there is an island called California, very close to that part of the Terrestrial Paradise, which was inhabited by black women without a single man among them, and they lived in the manner of Amazons. They were robust of body with strong passionate hearts and great virtue. The island itself is one of the wildest in the world on account of the bold and craggy rocks.

— Chapter CLVII of The Adventures of Esplandián[image: External link][25]



When Spanish explorer Francisco de Ulloa[image: External link] was exploring the western coast of North America, his initial surveys of the Baja California Peninsula[image: External link] led him to believe that it was an island rather than part of the larger continent, so he dubbed the "island" after the mythical island in Montalvo's writing.[26] This conventional wisdom that California was an island[image: External link], with maps drawn to reflect this belief, lasted as late as the 1700s.[27]

Shortened forms of the state's name include CA, Cal., Calif.[image: External link] and US-CA[image: External link].
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Main article: History of California[image: External link]
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 Pre-contact




Settled by successive waves of arrivals during the last 10,000 years, California was one of the most culturally and linguistically diverse areas in pre-Columbian North America[image: External link]. Various estimates of the native population range from 100,000 to 300,000.[28] The Indigenous peoples of California[image: External link] included more than 70 distinct groups[image: External link] of Native Americans, ranging from large, settled populations living on the coast to groups in the interior. California groups also were diverse in their political organization with bands, tribes, villages, and on the resource-rich coasts, large chiefdoms, such as the Chumash[image: External link], Pomo[image: External link] and Salinan[image: External link]. Trade, intermarriage and military alliances fostered many social and economic relationships among the diverse groups.
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 16th, 17th and 18th centuries




The first European effort to explore the coast as far north as the Russian River[image: External link] was a Spanish[image: External link] sailing expedition, led by Portuguese captain Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link], in 1542. Some 37 years later English explorer Francis Drake[image: External link] also explored and claimed an undefined portion of the California coast in 1579. Spanish traders made unintended visits with the Manila galleons[image: External link] on their return trips from the Philippines[image: External link] beginning in 1565.[29] The first Asians to set foot on what would be the United States occurred in 1587, when Filipino[image: External link] sailors arrived in Spanish ships at Morro Bay[image: External link].[30] Sebastián Vizcaíno[image: External link] explored and mapped the coast of California in 1602 for New Spain[image: External link].

Despite the on-the-ground explorations of California in the 16th century, Rodríguez's idea of California as an island persisted. That depiction appeared on many European maps well into the 18th century.[31]

After the Portolà expedition[image: External link] of 1769–70, Spanish missionaries[image: External link] began setting up 21 California Missions[image: External link] on or near the coast of Alta (Upper) California[image: External link], beginning in San Diego. During the same period, Spanish military forces built several forts ( presidios[image: External link]) and three small towns (pueblos). Two of the pueblos grew into the cities of Los Angeles and San Jose[image: External link]. The Spanish colonization brought the genocide of the indigenous Californian peoples[image: External link].
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 19th century




Imperial Russia[image: External link] explored the California coast and established a trading post at Fort Ross[image: External link]. Its early 19th-century coastal settlements north of San Francisco Bay[image: External link] constituted the southernmost Russian colony in North America and were spread over an area stretching from Point Arena[image: External link] to Tomales Bay[image: External link].[33]

In 1821, the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link] gave Mexico[image: External link] (including California) independence from Spain; for the next 25 years, Alta California[image: External link] remained a remote northern province of the nation of Mexico.

Cattle ranches, or ranchos[image: External link], emerged as the dominant institutions of Mexican California. After Mexican independence from Spain, the chain of missions became the property of the Mexican government and were secularized[image: External link] by 1834.[34] The ranchos developed under ownership by Californios[image: External link] (Spanish-speaking Californians) who had received land grants, and traded cowhides and tallow with Boston merchants.

From the 1820s, trappers and settlers from the United States and the future Canada arrived in Northern California. These new arrivals used the Siskiyou Trail[image: External link], California Trail[image: External link], Oregon Trail[image: External link] and Old Spanish Trail[image: External link] to cross the rugged mountains and harsh deserts in and surrounding California.

Between 1831 and 1836, California experienced a series of revolts against Mexico;[35] this culminated in the 1836 California revolt led by Juan Bautista Alvarado[image: External link], which ended after Mexico appointed him governor of the department.[36] The revolt, which had momentarily declared California an independent state, was successful with the assistance of American[image: External link] and British[image: External link] residents of California,[37] including Isaac Graham[image: External link];[38] after 1840, 100 of those residents who did not have passports were arrested, leading to the Graham affair in 1840.[37]

One of the largest ranchers in California was John Marsh[image: External link]. After failing to obtain justice against squatters on his land from the Mexican courts, he determined that California should become part of the United States. Marsh conducted a letter-writing campaign espousing the California climate, soil and other reasons to settle there, as well as the best route to follow, which became known as "Marsh's route." His letters were read, reread, passed around, and printed in newspapers throughout the country, and started the first wagon trains rolling to California.[39] He invited immigrants to stay on his ranch until they could get settled, and assisted in their obtaining passports.[40]

After ushering in the period of organized emigration to California, Marsh helped end the rule of the last Mexican governor of California, thereby paving the way to California's ultimate acquisition by the United States.[41]

In 1846, settlers rebelled against Mexican rule during the Bear Flag Revolt[image: External link]. Afterwards, rebels raised the Bear Flag[image: External link] (featuring a bear, a star, a red stripe and the words "California Republic") at Sonoma. The Republic's only president was William B. Ide[image: External link],[42] who played a pivotal role during the Bear Flag Revolt.

The California Republic was short lived;[43] the same year marked the outbreak of the Mexican–American War[image: External link] (1846–48).[44] When Commodore John D. Sloat[image: External link] of the United States Navy[image: External link] sailed into Monterey Bay[image: External link] and began the military occupation of California by the United States, Northern California capitulated in less than a month to the United States forces.[45] After a series of defensive battles in Southern California[image: External link], the Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link] was signed by the Californios[image: External link] on January 13, 1847, securing American control in California.[46]

Following the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link] that ended the war, the western territory of Alta California, became the United States state of California, and Arizona[image: External link], Nevada[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link] and Utah[image: External link] became United States Territories. The lightly populated lower region of California, the Baja Peninsula, remained in the possession of Mexico[image: External link].

In 1846, the non-native population of California was estimated to be no more than 8,000, plus about 100,000 Native Americans down from about 300,000 before Hispanic settlement in 1769.[47] After gold was discovered in 1848, the population burgeoned with United States citizens, Europeans, Chinese and other immigrants during the great California Gold Rush[image: External link]. By 1854 over 300,000 settlers had come.[48] Between 1847 and 1870, the population of San Francisco[image: External link] increased from 500 to 150,000.[49] On September 9, 1850, as part of the Compromise of 1850[image: External link], California was admitted to the United States undivided as a free state[image: External link], denying the expansion of slavery[image: External link] to the Pacific Coast.

California's native population precipitously declined, above all, from Eurasian diseases to which they had no natural immunity.[50] As in other states, the native inhabitants were forcibly removed from their lands by incoming miners, ranchers, and farmers. And although California entered the union as a free state, the "loitering or orphaned Indians" were de facto enslaved by Mexican and Anglo-American masters under the 1853 Act for the Government and Protection of Indians.[51] There were massacres in which hundreds of indigenous people were killed. Between 1850 and 1860, California paid around 1.5 million dollars (some 250,000 of which was reimbursed by the federal government)[52] to hire militias whose purpose was to protect settlers from the indigenous populations. In later decades, the native population was placed in reservations and rancherias, which were often small and isolated and without enough natural resources or funding from the government to sustain the populations living on them.[51] As a result, the rise of California was a calamity for the native inhabitants. Several scholars and Native American activists, including Benjamin Madley and Ed Castillo[image: External link], have described the actions of the California government as a genocide.[53]

The seat of government for California under Spanish and later Mexican rule was located at Monterey[image: External link] from 1777 until 1845.[34] Pio Pico[image: External link], last Mexican governor of Alta California, moved the capital to Los Angeles in 1845. The United States consulate[image: External link] was also located in Monterey, under consul Thomas O. Larkin[image: External link].

In 1849, the Constitutional Convention was first held in Monterey. Among the tasks was a decision on a location for the new state capital. The first legislative sessions were held in San Jose[image: External link] (1850–1851). Subsequent locations included Vallejo[image: External link] (1852–1853), and nearby Benicia[image: External link] (1853–1854); these locations eventually proved to be inadequate as well. The capital has been located in Sacramento[image: External link] since 1854[54] with only a short break in 1862 when legislative sessions were held in San Francisco due to flooding in Sacramento[image: External link].

Initially, travel between California and the rest of the continental United States was time consuming and dangerous. A more direct connection came in 1869 with the completion of the First Transcontinental Railroad[image: External link] through Donner Pass[image: External link] in the Sierra Nevada mountains. Once completed, hundreds of thousands of United States citizens came west, where new Californians were discovering that land in the state, if irrigated during the dry summer months, was extremely well suited to fruit cultivation and agriculture in general. Vast expanses of wheat, other cereal crops, vegetable crops, cotton, and nut and fruit trees were grown (including oranges in Southern California), and the foundation was laid for the state's prodigious agricultural production in the Central Valley and elsewhere.
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 20th century




Migration to California accelerated during the early 20th century with the completion of major transcontinental highways like the Lincoln Highway[image: External link] and Route 66[image: External link]. In the period from 1900 to 1965, the population grew from fewer than one million to become the most populous state in the Union. In 1940, the Census Bureau reported California's population as 6.0% Hispanic, 2.4% Asian, and 89.5% non-Hispanic white.[55]

To meet the population's needs, major engineering feats like the California[image: External link] and Los Angeles Aqueducts[image: External link]; the Oroville[image: External link] and Shasta Dams[image: External link]; and the Bay[image: External link] and Golden Gate[image: External link] Bridges were built across the state. The state government also adopted the California Master Plan for Higher Education[image: External link] in 1960 to develop a highly efficient system of public education.

Meanwhile, attracted to the mild Mediterranean climate, cheap land, and the state's wide variety of geography, filmmakers established the studio system[image: External link] in Hollywood in the 1920s. California manufactured 8.7 percent of total United States military armaments produced during World War II[image: External link], ranking third (behind New York and Michigan[image: External link]) among the 48 states.[56] After World War II, California's economy greatly expanded due to strong aerospace[image: External link] and defense[image: External link] industries,[57] whose size decreased following the end of the Cold War[image: External link].[57][58] Stanford University[image: External link] and its Dean of Engineering Frederick Terman[image: External link] began encouraging faculty and graduates to stay in California instead of leaving the state, and develop a high-tech region in the area now known as Silicon Valley[image: External link].[59] As a result of these efforts, California is regarded as a world center of the entertainment and music industries, of technology, engineering, and the aerospace industry, and as the United States center of agricultural production.[60] Just before the "Dot Com Bust"[image: External link] California had the 5th largest economy in the world among nations.[61] Yet since 1991, and starting in the late 1980s in Southern California[image: External link], California has seen a net loss of domestic migrants most years. This is often referred to by the media as the California exodus.[62]

However, during the 20th century, two great disasters happened in California. The 1906 San Francisco earthquake[image: External link] and 1928 St. Francis Dam[image: External link] flood remain the deadliest in U.S history.[63]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of California[image: External link]


California is the 3rd largest state in the United States[image: External link] in area, after Alaska[image: External link] and Texas[image: External link].[65] California is often geographically bisected into two regions, Southern California[image: External link], comprising the 10 southernmost counties,[66][67] and Northern California[image: External link], comprising the 48 northernmost counties.[68][69]

In the middle of the state lies the California Central Valley[image: External link], bounded by the Sierra Nevada[image: External link] in the east, the coastal mountain ranges[image: External link] in the west, the Cascade Range[image: External link] to the north and by the Tehachapi Mountains[image: External link] in the south. The Central Valley is California's productive agricultural heartland.

Divided in two by the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta[image: External link], the northern portion, the Sacramento Valley[image: External link] serves as the watershed of the Sacramento River[image: External link], while the southern portion, the San Joaquin Valley[image: External link] is the watershed for the San Joaquin River[image: External link]. Both valleys derive their names from the rivers that flow through them. With dredging, the Sacramento and the San Joaquin Rivers have remained deep enough for several inland cities to be seaports[image: External link].

The Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta is a critical water supply hub for the state. Water is diverted from the delta and through an extensive network of pumps[image: External link] and canals that traverse nearly the length of the state, to the Central Valley and the State Water Projects and other needs. Water from the Delta provides drinking water for nearly 23 million people, almost two-thirds of the state's population as well as water for farmers on the west side of the San Joaquin Valley.

The Channel Islands[image: External link] are located off the Southern[image: External link] coast[image: External link].

The Sierra Nevada (Spanish for "snowy range") includes the highest peak in the contiguous 48 states[image: External link], Mount Whitney[image: External link], at 14,505 feet (4,421 m).[6][7][8] The range embraces Yosemite Valley[image: External link], famous for its glacially carved domes, and Sequoia National Park[image: External link], home to the giant sequoia[image: External link] trees, the largest living organisms on Earth, and the deep freshwater lake, Lake Tahoe[image: External link], the largest lake in the state by volume.

To the east of the Sierra Nevada are Owens Valley[image: External link] and Mono Lake[image: External link], an essential migratory bird[image: External link] habitat. In the western part of the state is Clear Lake[image: External link], the largest freshwater lake by area entirely in California. Though Lake Tahoe is larger, it is divided by the California/Nevada border. The Sierra Nevada falls to Arctic temperatures in winter and has several dozen small glaciers, including Palisade Glacier[image: External link], the southernmost glacier in the United States.

About 45 percent of the state's total surface area is covered by forests,[70] and California's diversity of pine species is unmatched by any other state. California contains more forestland than any other state except Alaska. Many of the trees in the California White Mountains[image: External link] are the oldest in the world; an individual bristlecone pine[image: External link] is over 5,000 years old.[71][72]

In the south is a large inland salt lake, the Salton Sea[image: External link]. The south-central desert is called the Mojave[image: External link]; to the northeast of the Mojave lies Death Valley[image: External link], which contains the lowest and hottest place in North America, the Badwater Basin[image: External link] at −279 feet (−85 m).[10] The horizontal distance from the bottom of Death Valley to the top of Mount Whitney is less than 90 miles (140 km). Indeed, almost all of southeastern California is arid, hot desert, with routine extreme high temperatures during the summer. The southeastern border of California with Arizona is entirely formed by the Colorado River[image: External link], from which the southern part of the state gets about half of its water.

California contains both the highest point (Mount Whitney[image: External link]) and the lowest point (Death Valley[image: External link]) in the contiguous United States[image: External link].

A majority of California's cities are located in either the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] or the Sacramento metropolitan area[image: External link] in Northern California[image: External link]; or the Los Angeles area[image: External link], the Riverside-San Bernardino-Inland Empire[image: External link], or the San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link] in Southern California[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Area, the Bay Area, and the San Diego metropolitan area are among several major metropolitan areas along the California coast.

As part of the Ring of Fire[image: External link], California is subject to tsunamis[image: External link], floods[image: External link], droughts, Santa Ana winds[image: External link], wildfires[image: External link], landslides[image: External link] on steep terrain, and has several volcanoes[image: External link]. It has many earthquakes[image: External link] due to several faults running through the state, in particular the San Andreas Fault[image: External link]. About 37,000 earthquakes[image: External link] are recorded each year, but most are too small to be felt.[73]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of California[image: External link]


Although most of the state has a Mediterranean climate[image: External link], due to the state's large size, the climate ranges from subarctic[image: External link] to subtropical[image: External link]. The cool California Current[image: External link] offshore often creates summer fog[image: External link] near the coast. Farther inland, there are colder winters and hotter summers. The maritime moderation results in the shoreline summertime temperatures of Los Angeles and San Francisco[image: External link] being the coolest of all major metropolitan areas of the United States and uniquely cool compared to areas on the same latitude in the interior and on the east coast of the North American continent. Even the San Diego[image: External link] shoreline bordering Mexico is cooler in summer than most areas in the contiguous United States. Just a few miles inland, summer temperature extremes are significantly higher, with downtown Los Angeles being several degrees warmer[image: External link] than at the coast. The same microclimate[image: External link] phenomenon is seen in the climate[image: External link] of the Bay Area, where areas sheltered from the sea experience significantly hotter summers than nearby areas that are close to the ocean.

Northern parts of the state have more rain than the south. California's mountain ranges also influence the climate: some of the rainiest parts of the state are west-facing mountain slopes. Northwestern California has a temperate climate[image: External link], and the Central Valley has a Mediterranean climate but with greater temperature extremes than the coast. The high mountains, including the Sierra Nevada[image: External link], have an alpine climate[image: External link] with snow in winter and mild to moderate heat in summer.

California's mountains produce rain shadows[image: External link] on the eastern side, creating extensive deserts[image: External link]. The higher elevation deserts of eastern California[image: External link] have hot summers and cold winters, while the low deserts east of the Southern California mountains have hot summers and nearly frostless mild winters. Death Valley[image: External link], a desert with large expanses below sea level, is considered the hottest location in the world; the highest temperature in the world,[74][75] 134 °F (56.7 °C), was recorded there on July 10, 1913. The lowest temperature in California was −45 °F (−43 °C) in 1937 in Boca[image: External link].

The table below lists average temperatures for August and December in a selection of places throughout the state; some highly populated and some not. This includes the relatively cool summers of the Humboldt Bay[image: External link] region around Eureka[image: External link], the extreme heat of Death Valley[image: External link], and the mountain climate of Mammoth[image: External link] in the Sierra Nevadas[image: External link].



	Average temperatures and precipitation for selected communities in California



	Location
	August

(°F)
	August

(°C)
	December

(°F)
	December

(°C)
	Annual

Precipitation

(mm/in)



	Downtown Los Angeles
	84/64
	29/18
	67/47
	20/8
	377/15



	LAX/LA Beaches[image: External link]
	75/65
	23/18
	64/48
	18/9
	326/13



	San Jose[image: External link]
	82/58
	27/14
	58/42
	14/5
	401/16



	San Francisco[image: External link]
	68/55
	20/12
	57/46
	14/8
	538/21



	San Diego[image: External link]
	76/66
	24/19
	64/48
	18/9
	262/10



	Oakland[image: External link]
	73/57
	23/14
	58/44
	14/7
	588/23



	Sacramento[image: External link]
	91/58
	33/14
	54/38
	12/3
	469/18



	Fresno[image: External link]
	97/66
	36/19
	55/38
	12/3
	292/11



	Riverside[image: External link]
	96/64
	35/18
	68/41
	21/5
	260/10



	Eureka[image: External link]
	62/53
	16/11
	55/42
	12/5
	960/38
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 Ecology




Main article: Ecology of California[image: External link]


See also: Environment of California[image: External link]


California is one of the richest and most diverse parts of the world, and includes some of the most endangered ecological communities. California is part of the Nearctic ecozone[image: External link] and spans a number of terrestrial ecoregions[image: External link].[77]

California's large number of endemic[image: External link] species includes relict[image: External link] species, which have died out elsewhere, such as the Catalina ironwood (Lyonothamnus floribundus[image: External link]). Many other endemics originated through differentiation or adaptive radiation[image: External link], whereby multiple species develop from a common ancestor to take advantage of diverse ecological conditions such as the California lilac ( Ceanothus[image: External link]). Many California endemics have become endangered, as urbanization, logging, overgrazing[image: External link], and the introduction of exotic species[image: External link] have encroached on their habitat.
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 Flora and fauna




Main articles: Fauna of California[image: External link] and California Floristic Province[image: External link]


See also: List of California native plants[image: External link]


California boasts several superlatives in its collection of flora: the largest trees[image: External link], the tallest trees[image: External link], and the oldest trees[image: External link]. California's native grasses are perennial plants[image: External link].[78] After European contact, these were generally replaced by invasive species[image: External link] of European annual grasses; and, in modern times, California's hills turn a characteristic golden-brown in summer.[79]

Because California has the greatest diversity of climate and terrain, the state has six life zones which are the lower Sonoran (desert); upper Sonoran (foothill regions and some coastal lands), transition (coastal areas and moist northeastern counties); and the Canadian, Hudsonian, and Arctic Zones, comprising the state's highest elevations.[80]

Plant life in the dry climate of the lower Sonoran zone contains a diversity of native cactus, mesquite, and paloverde. The Joshua tree[image: External link] is found in the Mojave Desert. Flowering plants include the dwarf desert poppy and a variety of asters[image: External link]. Fremont cottonwood[image: External link] and valley oak[image: External link] thrive in the Central Valley. The upper Sonoran zone includes the chaparral belt, characterized by forests of small shrubs, stunted trees, and herbaceous plants. Nemophila[image: External link], mint[image: External link], Phacelia[image: External link], Viola[image: External link], and the California poppy (Eschscholzia californica[image: External link]) – the state flower – also flourish in this zone, along with the lupine, more species of which occur here than anywhere else in the world.[80]

The transition zone includes most of California's forests with the redwood (Sequoia sempervirens[image: External link]) and the "big tree" or giant sequoia (Sequoiadendron giganteum[image: External link]), among the oldest living things on earth (some are said to have lived at least 4,000 years). Tanbark oak[image: External link], California laurel[image: External link], sugar pine[image: External link], madrona[image: External link], broad-leaved maple, and Douglas-fir[image: External link] also grow here. Forest floors are covered with swordfern[image: External link], alumnroot, barrenwort[image: External link], and trillium[image: External link], and there are thickets of huckleberry[image: External link], azalea[image: External link], elder, and wild currant. Characteristic wild flowers include varieties of mariposa, tulip[image: External link], and tiger[image: External link] and leopard[image: External link] lilies.[81]

The high elevations of the Canadian zone allow the Jeffrey pine[image: External link], red fir[image: External link], and lodgepole pine[image: External link] to thrive. Brushy areas are abundant with dwarf manzanita[image: External link] and ceanothus[image: External link]; the unique Sierra puffball[image: External link] is also found here. Right below the timberline, in the Hudsonian zone, the whitebark, foxtail, and silver pines grow. At about 10,500 feet (3,200 m), begins the Arctic zone, a treeless region whose flora include a number of wildflowers, including Sierra primrose[image: External link], yellow columbine[image: External link], alpine buttercup[image: External link], and alpine shooting star[image: External link].[80][82]

Common plants that have been introduced to the state include the eucalyptus[image: External link], acacia[image: External link], pepper tree[image: External link], geranium, and Scotch broom[image: External link]. The species that are federally classified as endangered are the Contra Costa wallflower[image: External link], Antioch Dunes evening primrose[image: External link], Solano grass[image: External link], San Clemente Island larkspur[image: External link], salt marsh bird's beak[image: External link], McDonald's rock-cress[image: External link], and Santa Barbara Island liveforever[image: External link]. As of December 1997, 85 plant species were listed as threatened or endangered.[80]

In the deserts of the lower Sonoran zone, the mammals include the jackrabbit[image: External link], kangaroo rat[image: External link], squirrel, and opossum. Common birds include the owl[image: External link], roadrunner[image: External link], cactus wren[image: External link], and various species of hawk. The area's reptilian life include the sidewinder viper[image: External link], desert tortoise[image: External link], and horned toad[image: External link]. The upper Sonoran zone boasts mammals such as the antelope[image: External link], brown-footed woodrat[image: External link], and ring-tailed cat[image: External link]. Birds unique to this zone are the California thrasher[image: External link], bushtit[image: External link], and California condor[image: External link].[80][83][84][85]

In the transition zone, there are Colombian black-tailed deer[image: External link], black bears[image: External link], gray foxes[image: External link], cougars[image: External link], bobcats[image: External link], and Roosevelt elk[image: External link]. Reptiles such as the garter snakes and rattlesnakes inhabit the zone. In addition, amphibians such as the water puppy[image: External link] and redwood salamander[image: External link] are common too. Birds such as the kingfisher[image: External link], chickadee, towhee[image: External link], and hummingbird thrive here as well.[80][86]

The Canadian zone mammals include the mountain weasel[image: External link], snowshoe hare[image: External link], and several species of chipmunks. Conspicuous birds include the blue-fronted jay[image: External link], Sierra chickadee[image: External link]. Sierra hermit thrush[image: External link], water ouzel[image: External link], and Townsend's solitaire[image: External link]. As one ascends into the Hudsonian zone, birds become scarcer. While the Sierra rosy finch is the only bird native to the high Arctic region, other bird species such as the hummingbird and Clark's nutcracker[image: External link]. Principal mammals found in this region include the Sierra coney, white-tailed jackrabbit[image: External link], and the bighorn sheep[image: External link]. As of April 2003, the bighorn sheep was listed as endangered by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. The fauna found throughout several zones are the mule deer[image: External link], coyote[image: External link], mountain lion[image: External link], northern flicker[image: External link], and several species of hawk and sparrow.[80]

Aquatic life in California thrives, from the state's mountain lakes and streams to the rocky Pacific coastline. Numerous trout species are found, among them rainbow[image: External link], golden[image: External link], and cutthroat[image: External link]. Migratory species of salmon are common as well. Deep-sea life forms include sea bass[image: External link], yellowfin tuna[image: External link], barracuda[image: External link], and several types of whale. Native to the cliffs of northern California are seals, sea lions, and many types of shorebirds, including migratory species.[80]

As of April 2003, 118 California animals were on the federal endangered list; 181 plants were listed as endangered or threatened. Endangered animals include the San Joaquin kitfox[image: External link], Point Arena mountain beaver[image: External link], Pacific pocket mouse[image: External link], salt marsh harvest mouse[image: External link], Morro Bay kangaroo rat[image: External link] (and five other species of kangaroo rat), Amargosa vole[image: External link], California least tern[image: External link], California condor[image: External link], loggerhead shrike[image: External link], San Clemente sage sparrow[image: External link], San Francisco garter snake[image: External link], five species of salamander, three species of chub, and two species of pupfish. Eleven butterflies are also endangered[87] and two that are threatened are on the federal list.[88][89] Among threatened animals are the coastal California gnatcatcher[image: External link], Paiute cutthroat trout[image: External link], southern sea otter[image: External link], and northern spotted owl[image: External link]. California has a total of 290,821 acres (1,176.91 km2) of National Wildlife Refuges.[80] As of September 2010, 123 California animals were listed as either endangered or threatened on the federal list provided by the US Fish & Wildlife Service[image: External link].[90] Also, as of the same year, 178 species of California plants were listed either as endangered or threatened on this federal list.[90]
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 Rivers




Main article: List of rivers of California[image: External link]


The vast majority of rivers in California are dammed as part of two massive water projects: the Central Valley Project[image: External link], providing water to the agricultural central valley, and the California State Water Project[image: External link] diverting water from northern to southern California. The state's coasts, rivers, and other bodies of water are regulated by the California Coastal Commission[image: External link].

The two most prominent rivers within California are the Sacramento River[image: External link] and the San Joaquin River[image: External link], which drain the Central Valley and the west slope of the Sierra Nevada and flow to the Pacific Ocean through San Francisco Bay[image: External link]. Several major tributaries feed into the Sacramento and the San Joaquin, including the Pit River[image: External link], the Tuolumne River[image: External link], and the Feather River[image: External link].

The Eel River[image: External link] and Salinas River[image: External link] each drain portions of the California coast, north and south of San Francisco Bay, respectively, and the Eel River is the largest river in the state to remain in its natural un-dammed state. The Mojave River[image: External link] is the primary watercourse in the Mojave Desert, and the Santa Ana River[image: External link] drains much of the Transverse Ranges[image: External link] as it bisects Southern California. Some other important rivers are the Klamath River[image: External link] and the Trinity River[image: External link] in the far north coast, and the Colorado River[image: External link] on the southeast border with Arizona[image: External link].
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Further information: List of regions of California[image: External link] and List of places in California[image: External link]




	

	Central Valley[image: External link]

	Coastal California[image: External link]

	
Northern California[image: External link]

	Central California[image: External link]

	North Coast (California)[image: External link]

	San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]

	Sierra Nevada[image: External link]








	
	

	
Eastern California[image: External link]

	
Inland Empire[image: External link] (Also included in Southern California)





	
Southern California[image: External link]

	
South Coast[image: External link]

	Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link]

	San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link]





	Inland Empire[image: External link]

	Imperial Valley[image: External link]
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Main article: Demographics of California[image: External link]
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	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	92,597
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	379,994
	
	310.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	560,247
	
	47.4%



	1880[image: External link]
	864,694
	
	54.3%



	1890[image: External link]
	1,213,398
	
	40.3%



	1900[image: External link]
	1,485,053
	
	22.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	2,377,549
	
	60.1%



	1920[image: External link]
	3,426,861
	
	44.1%



	1930[image: External link]
	5,677,251
	
	65.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	6,907,387
	
	21.7%



	1950[image: External link]
	10,586,223
	
	53.3%



	1960[image: External link]
	15,717,204
	
	48.5%



	1970[image: External link]
	19,953,134
	
	27.0%



	1980[image: External link]
	23,667,902
	
	18.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	29,760,021
	
	25.7%



	2000[image: External link]
	33,871,648
	
	13.8%



	2010[image: External link]
	37,253,956
	
	10.0%



	Est. 2016
	39,250,017
	
	5.4%



	Sources: 1790–1990, 2000, 2010, 2016[91][92][93]

Chart does not include Indigenous population figures.

Studies indicate that the Native American

population in California in 1850 was close to 150,000

before declining to 15,000 by 1900.[4][51][94]




The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimates that the population of California was 39,250,017 on July 1, 2016, a 5.4% increase since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[4] Between 2000 and 2009, there was a natural increase of 3,090,016 (5,058,440 births minus 2,179,958 deaths).[95] During this time period, international migration[image: External link] produced a net increase of 1,816,633 people while domestic migration produced a net decrease of 1,509,708, resulting in a net in-migration of 306,925 people.[95] The state of California's own statistics show a population of 38,292,687 for January 1, 2009.[96] However, according to the Manhattan Institute for Policy Research[image: External link], since 1990 almost 3.4 million Californians have moved to other states, with most leaving to Texas, Nevada, and Arizona.[97]

California is the 2nd-most populous subnational entity in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and the Americas, with a population second to that of the state of São Paulo[image: External link] in Brazil.[98] California's population is greater than that of all but 34 countries of the world.[99][100] The Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link] is the 2nd-largest metropolitan area[image: External link] in the United States, after the New York metropolitan area[image: External link], while Los Angeles, with nearly half the population of New York, is the 2nd-largest city in the United States. Also, Los Angeles County[image: External link] has held the title of most populous United States county for decades, and it alone is more populous than 42 United States states.[101][102] Including Los Angeles, four of the top 15 most populous cities in the U.S.[image: External link] are in California: Los Angeles (2nd), San Diego (8th), San Jose (10th), and San Francisco (13th). The center of population[image: External link] of California is located in the town of Buttonwillow[image: External link], Kern County[image: External link].[note 1]
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See also: List of cities and towns in California[image: External link] and List of largest California cities by population[image: External link]


The state has 482 incorporated[image: External link] cities and towns; of which 460 are cities and 22 are towns. Under California law, the terms "city" and "town" are explicitly interchangeable; the name of an incorporated municipality in the state can either be "City of (Name)" or "Town of (Name)".[104]

Sacramento[image: External link] became California's first incorporated city on February 27, 1850.[105] San Jose[image: External link], San Diego and Benicia[image: External link] tied for California's second incorporated city, each receiving incorporation on March 27, 1850.[106][107][108] Jurupa Valley[image: External link] became the state's most recent and 482nd incorporated municipality on July 1, 2011.[109][110]

The majority of these cities and towns are within one of five metropolitan areas[image: External link]: the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area[image: External link], the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link], the Riverside-San Bernardino Area[image: External link], the San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link] and the Sacramento metropolitan area[image: External link].
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Starting in the year 2010, for the first time since the California Gold Rush[image: External link], California-born residents make up the majority of the state's population.[112] Along with the rest of the United States, California's immigration pattern has also shifted over the course of the late 2000s-early 2010s.[113] Immigration from Latin American[image: External link] countries has dropped significantly with most immigrants now coming from Asia[image: External link].[114] In total for 2011, there were 277,304 immigrants. 57% came from Asian countries vs. 22% from Latin American countries.[114] Net immigration[image: External link] from Mexico, previously the most common country of origin for new immigrants has dropped to zero/less than zero, since more Mexican nationals are departing for their home country than immigrating.[113] As a result it is estimated that Hispanic citizens will constitute 49% of the population by 2060, instead of the previously projected 2050, due primarily to domestic births.[113][115]

The state's population of undocumented immigrants[image: External link] has been shrinking in recent years, due to increased enforcement and decreased job opportunities for lower-skilled workers.[116] The number of migrants arrested attempting to cross the Mexican border in the Southwest plunged from a high of 1.1 million in 2005 to just 367,000 in 2011.[117] Despite these recent trends, illegal[image: External link] aliens[image: External link] constituted an estimated 7.3 percent of the state's population, the third highest percentage of any state in the country[image: External link],[118][note 2] totaling nearly 2.6 million.[119] In particular, illegal immigrants tended to be concentrated in Los Angeles[image: External link], Monterey[image: External link], San Benito[image: External link], Imperial[image: External link], and Napa[image: External link] Counties – the latter four of which have significant agricultural industries that depend on manual labor.[120] More than half of illegal immigrants originate from Mexico.[119]
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According to the United States Census Bureau in 2015 the population self-identifies as (alone or in combination):[121]


	72.9% White[image: External link]


	14.7% Asian[image: External link]


	6.5% Black or African American[image: External link]


	3.8% Two or More Races[image: External link]


	1.7% Native American[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link]


	0.5% Native Hawaiian[image: External link] or Pacific Islander[image: External link]




By ethnicity, in 2015 the population was 61.2% non-Hispanic (of any race) and 38.8% Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race).[121]

As of 2011, 75.1% of California's population younger than age 1 were minorities, meaning that they had at least one parent who was not non-Hispanic white (white Hispanics are counted as minorities).[122]

In terms of total numbers, California has the largest population of White Americans in the United States, an estimated 22,200,000 residents. The state has the 5th largest population of African Americans in the United States, an estimated 2,250,000 residents. California's Asian American population is estimated at 4.4 million, constituting a third of the nation's total. California's Native American population of 285,000 is the most of any state.[123]

According to estimates from 2011, California has the largest minority population[image: External link] in the United States by numbers, making up 60% of the state population.[93] Over the past 25 years, the population of non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] has declined, while Hispanic[image: External link] and Asian[image: External link] populations have grown. Between 1970 and 2011, non-Hispanic whites declined from 80% of the State's population to 40%, while Hispanics[image: External link] grew from 32% in 2000 to 38% in 2011.[124] It is currently projected that Hispanics will rise to 49% of the population by 2060, primarily due to domestic births rather than immigration.[115] With the decline of immigration from Latin America, Asian Americans now constitute the fastest growing racial/ethnic group in California; this growth primarily driven by immigration from China[image: External link], India[image: External link] and the Philippines[image: External link], respectively.[125]




	California Racial Breakdown of Population



	


	Racial composition
	1970[126]
	1990[126]
	2000[127]
	2010[128]



	White[image: External link]
	89.0%
	69.0%
	59.5%
	57.6%



	Asian[image: External link]
	2.8%
	9.6%
	10.9%
	13.0%



	Black[image: External link]
	7.0%
	7.4%
	6.7%
	6.2%



	Native[image: External link]
	0.5%
	0.8%
	1.0%
	1.0%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and

other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	–
	–
	0.3%
	0.4%



	Some other race[image: External link]
	0.7%
	13.2%
	16.8%
	17.0%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	–
	4.8%
	4.9%





	


	Ancestry[fn 1]

	2013 population
	Margin of error (+/-)



	Total
	43,071,506
	33,741



	Afghan[image: External link]
	38,136
	3,075



	Albanian[image: External link]
	4,792
	681



	Alsatian[image: External link]
	730
	163



	American[image: External link]
	1,124,070
	10,956



	
Arab[image: External link]:
	277,573
	6,191



	
Egyptian[image: External link][fn 2]

	45,540
	2,737



	
Iraqi[image: External link][fn 2]

	20,551
	1,969



	
Jordanian[image: External link][fn 2]

	14,142
	1,731



	
Lebanese[image: External link][fn 2]

	57,008
	2,372



	
Moroccan[image: External link][fn 2]

	8,953
	959



	
Palestinian[image: External link][fn 2]

	16,340
	1,571



	
Syrian[image: External link][fn 2]

	23,298
	1,749



	Arab[fn 2]

	44,851
	2,645



	Arab other[fn 2]

	48,890
	2,692



	Armenian[image: External link]
	258,260
	5,292



	Assyrian/Chaldean/Syriac[image: External link]
	35,690
	2,687



	Australian[image: External link]
	18,803
	1,253



	Austrian[image: External link]
	77,113
	2,205



	Basque[image: External link]
	18,413
	1,252



	Belgian[image: External link]
	25,581
	1,354



	Brazilian[image: External link]
	34,776
	1,964



	British[image: External link]
	146,221
	3,425



	Bulgarian[image: External link]
	13,093
	1,304



	Cajun[image: External link]
	3,752
	858



	Canadian[image: External link]
	88,244
	2,687



	Carpatho Rusyn[image: External link]
	462
	151



	Celtic[image: External link]
	5,910
	593



	Croatian[image: External link]
	48,160
	1,859



	Cypriot[image: External link]
	557
	204



	Czech[image: External link]
	88,563
	2,557



	Czechoslovakian[image: External link]
	23,097
	1,164



	Danish[image: External link]
	182,221
	3,432



	Dutch[image: External link]
	392,589
	6,088



	Eastern European[image: External link]
	66,301
	2,688



	English[image: External link]
	2,330,057
	15,509



	Estonian[image: External link]
	4,210
	636



	European[image: External link]
	542,475
	8,588



	Finnish[image: External link]
	50,937
	2,012



	
French[image: External link][fn 3]

	726,569
	8,629



	French Canadian[image: External link]
	111,298
	2,978



	German[image: External link]
	3,315,493
	16,348



	German Russian[image: External link]
	2,094
	328



	Greek[image: External link]
	131,110
	3,050



	Guyanese[image: External link]
	2,947
	468



	Hungarian[image: External link]
	125,280
	3,639



	Icelander[image: External link]
	6,169
	777



	Iranian[image: External link]
	213,661
	6,417



	Irish[image: External link]
	2,612,782
	13,767



	Israeli[image: External link]
	28,639
	1,889



	Italian[image: External link]
	1,525,214
	12,309



	Latvian[image: External link]
	10,974
	916



	Lithuanian[image: External link]
	48,883
	1,811



	Luxemburger[image: External link]
	3,040
	387



	Macedonian[image: External link]
	3,093
	471



	Maltese[image: External link]
	7,883
	1,035



	New Zealander[image: External link]
	5,047
	763



	Northern European[image: External link]
	46,409
	2,030



	Norwegian[image: External link]
	394,056
	5,827



	Pennsylvania German[image: External link]
	6,217
	609



	Polish[image: External link]
	504,770
	7,165



	Portuguese[image: External link]
	354,823
	5,044



	Romanian[image: External link]
	66,942
	2,927



	Russian[image: External link]
	433,384
	6,662



	Scandinavian[image: External link]
	64,166
	2,299



	Scotch-Irish[image: External link]
	240,268
	4,345



	Scottish[image: External link]
	520,575
	7,414



	Serbian[image: External link]
	17,739
	1,434



	Slavic[image: External link]
	11,335
	948



	Slovak[image: External link]
	24,732
	1,564



	Slovene[image: External link]
	8,628
	727



	Soviet Union[image: External link]
	195
	111



	
Subsaharan African[image: External link]:
	269,781
	7,329



	
Cape Verdean[image: External link][fn 4]

	2,549
	532



	
Ethiopian[image: External link][fn 4]

	28,007
	2,467



	
Ghanaian[image: External link][fn 4]

	3,392
	647



	
Kenyan[image: External link][fn 4]

	4,713
	970



	
Liberian[image: External link][fn 4]

	1,069
	400



	
Nigerian[image: External link][fn 4]

	25,498
	2,414



	
Senegalese[image: External link][fn 4]

	585
	296



	
Sierra Leonean[image: External link][fn 4]

	537
	223



	
Somalian[image: External link][fn 4]

	7,066
	1,440



	
South African[image: External link][fn 4]

	10,095
	917



	
Sudanese[image: External link][fn 4]

	2,095
	510



	
Ugandan[image: External link][fn 4]

	1,694
	516



	
Zimbabwean[image: External link][fn 4]

	585
	244



	African[fn 4]

	174,347
	6,255



	Other Subsaharan African[fn 4]

	7,549
	1,148



	Swedish[image: External link]
	425,092
	5,332



	Swiss[image: External link]
	103,574
	2,660



	Turkish[image: External link]
	23,206
	1,214



	Ukrainian[image: External link]
	99,583
	4,046



	Welsh[image: External link]
	168,463
	3,482



	
West Indian[image: External link][fn 5]

	79,125
	727



	
Bahamian[image: External link][fn 6]

	596
	215



	
Barbadian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,362
	308



	
Belizean[image: External link][fn 6]

	21,331
	1,459



	
Bermudan[image: External link][fn 6]

	370
	170



	
British West Indian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,858
	485



	
Dutch West Indian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,960
	329



	
Haitian[image: External link][fn 6]

	7,363
	1,046



	
Jamaican[image: External link][fn 6]

	28,675
	1,877



	
Trinidadian and Tobagonian[image: External link][fn 6]

	5,357
	716



	
U.S. Virgin Islander[image: External link][fn 6]

	756
	288



	West Indian[fn 6]

	9,221
	1,247



	Other West Indian[fn 6]

	276
	124



	Yugoslavian[image: External link]
	33,363
	1,830



	Other groups
	24,394,120
	29,987



	footnotes =



	
^ Underlined entries have sub-ancestries


	
^ a b c d e f g h i Arab sub-ancestry


	
^ except Basque


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o Subsaharan African sub-ancestry


	
^ except Hispanic groups


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l West Indian sub-ancestry













	Ancestry
	2010 Population[130]

	Percentage of Total Population



	White, not Hispanic or Latino[image: External link]
	15,763,625
	42.3%



	Hispanic or Latino (of any race)[image: External link]
	14,013,719
	37.6%



	Mexican[image: External link]
	11,423,146
	30.6%



	Salvadoran[image: External link]
	573,956
	1.5%



	Guatemalan[image: External link]
	332,737
	0.8%



	Puerto Rican[image: External link]
	189,945
	0.5%



	Colombian[image: External link]
	164,416
	0.4%



	Spaniard[image: External link]
	142,194
	0.3%



	Nicaraguan[image: External link]
	100,790
	0.2%



	Peruvian[image: External link]
	91,511
	0.2%



	Cuban[image: External link]
	88,607
	0.2%



	Honduran[image: External link]
	72,795
	0.1%



	Argentinean[image: External link]
	44,410
	0.1%



	Ecuadorian[image: External link]
	35,750
	0.09%



	Chilean[image: External link]
	24,006
	0.06%



	Costa Rican[image: External link]
	22,469
	0.06%



	Panamanian[image: External link]
	17,768
	0.04%



	Bolivian[image: External link]
	13,351
	0.03%



	Dominican[image: External link]
	11,455
	0.03%



	Venezuelan[image: External link]
	11,100
	0.02%



	Uruguayan[image: External link]
	4,110
	0.01%



	Paraguayan[image: External link]
	1,228
	0.003%



	Asian[image: External link]
	5,556,592
	14.9%



	Filipino[image: External link]
	1,474,707
	3.9%



	
Chinese[image: External link] (except Taiwanese)
	1,349,111
	3.6%



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	647,589
	1.7%



	Indian[image: External link]
	590,445
	1.5%



	Korean[image: External link]
	505,225
	1.3%



	Japanese[image: External link]
	428,014
	1.1%



	Okinawan[image: External link]
	1,377
	0.003%



	Taiwanese[image: External link]
	109,928
	0.2%



	Cambodian[image: External link]
	102,317
	0.2%



	Hmong[image: External link]
	91,224
	0.2%



	Laotian[image: External link]
	69,303
	0.2%



	Thai[image: External link]
	67,707
	0.1%



	Pakistani[image: External link]
	53,474
	0.1%



	Indonesian[image: External link]
	39,506
	0.1%



	Sri Lankan[image: External link]
	11,929
	0.03%



	Bangladeshi[image: External link]
	10,494
	0.02%



	Nepalese[image: External link]
	6,231
	0.01%



	Malaysian[image: External link]
	5,595
	0.01%



	Mongolian[image: External link]
	4,993
	0.01%



	Singaporean[image: External link]
	1,513
	0.004%



	Black[image: External link] or African American[image: External link]
	2,683,914
	7.2%



	Multiracial[image: External link] (two or more races)
	1,815,384
	4.8%



	American Indian[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link]
	723,225
	1.9%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and Other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	286,145
	0.7%



	Polynesian[image: External link]
	157,104
	0.4%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link]
	74,932
	0.2%



	Samoan[image: External link]
	60,876
	0.1%



	Tongan[image: External link]]
	22,893
	0.06%



	Micronesian[image: External link]
	49,197
	0.1%



	Guamanian or Chamorro[image: External link]
	44,425
	0.1%



	Melanesian[image: External link]
	24,203
	0.06%



	Fijian[image: External link]
	24,059
	0.06%



	Total
	37,253,956
	100%
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	Non-English Languages Spoken in California by more than 100,000 persons



	Language
	Percentage of population

(as of 2010)[131]




	Spanish[image: External link]
	28.46% (9,696,638 speakers)



	Tagalog[image: External link]
	2.20% (749,047)



	Chinese[image: External link]
	1.60% (544,008)



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	1.43% (486,577)



	Korean[image: External link]
	1.08% (368,693)



	Cantonese[image: External link]
	0.66% (226,149)



	Mandarin[image: External link]
	0.54% (184,594)



	Armenian[image: External link]
	0.52% (177,048)



	Persian[image: External link]
	0.52% (176,366)



	Japanese[image: External link]
	0.43% (146,494)



	Russian[image: External link]
	0.42% (141,718)



	Hindi[image: External link]
	0.38% (129,183)



	Arabic[image: External link]
	0.38% (128,747)



	French[image: External link]
	0.36% (123,956)



	German[image: External link]
	0.34% (114,974)



	Punjabi[image: External link]
	0.31% (103,998)




English[image: External link] serves as California's de jure[image: External link] and de facto[image: External link] official language[image: External link]. In 2010, the Modern Language Association of America[image: External link] estimated that 57.02% (19,429,309) of California residents age 5 and older spoke only English[image: External link] at home, while 42.98% spoke another primary language[image: External link] at home. According to the 2007 American Community Survey[image: External link], 73% of people who speak a language other than English at home are able to speak English well or very well, with 9.8% not speaking English at all.[2] Like most U.S. states[image: External link] (32 out of 50), California law enshrines English as its official language[image: External link], and has done so since the passage of Proposition 63[image: External link] by California voters. Various government agencies do, and are often required to, furnish documents in the various languages needed to reach their intended audiences.[132][133][134]

In total, 16 languages other than English were spoken as primary languages at home by more than 100,000 persons, more than any other state in the nation. New York State, in second place, had 9 languages other than English spoken by more than 100,000 persons.[135] The most common language spoken besides English was Spanish[image: External link], spoken by 28.46% (9,696,638) of the population.[115][113] With Asia contributing most of California's new immigrants, California had the highest concentration nationwide of Vietnamese[image: External link] and Chinese[image: External link] speakers, the second highest concentration of Korean[image: External link], and the third highest concentration of Tagalog[image: External link] speakers.[2]

California has historically been one of the most linguistically diverse areas in the world, with more than 70 indigenous languages derived from 64 root languages in 6 language families.[136][137] A survey conducted between 2007 and 2009 identified 23 different indigenous languages of Mexico that are spoken among California farmworkers.[138] All of California's indigenous languages are endangered[image: External link], although there are now efforts toward language revitalization[image: External link].[note 3]

As a result of the state's increasing diversity and migration from other areas across the country and around the globe, linguists began noticing a noteworthy set of emerging characteristics of spoken American English[image: External link] in California since the late 20th century. This variety, known as California English[image: External link], has a vowel shift[image: External link] and several other phonological processes that are different from varieties of American English used in other regions of the United States.[139]
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Main article: Culture of California[image: External link]


The culture of California is a Western culture and most clearly has its modern roots in the culture of the United States[image: External link], but also, historically, many Hispanic[image: External link] influences. As a border and coastal state, Californian culture has been greatly influenced by several large immigrant populations, especially those from Latin America and Asia.[140]

California has long been a subject of interest in the public mind and has often been promoted by its boosters as a kind of paradise. In the early 20th century, fueled by the efforts of state and local boosters, many Americans saw the Golden State as an ideal resort destination, sunny and dry all year round with easy access to the ocean and mountains. In the 1960s, popular music groups such as The Beach Boys[image: External link] promoted the image of Californians as laid-back, tanned beach-goers.

The California Gold Rush[image: External link] of the 1850s is still seen as a symbol of California's economic style[image: External link], which tends to generate technology, social, entertainment, and economic fads and booms and related busts.
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 Religion




Main article: Religion in California[image: External link]





	Religion in California (2014)[141]



	religion
	
	
	percent
	



	Protestant[image: External link]
	
  


	32%



	Roman Catholic[image: External link]
	
  


	28%



	No religion[image: External link]
	
  


	27%



	Judaism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Buddhism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Hinduism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Islam[image: External link]
	
  


	1%



	Mormons[image: External link]
	
  


	1%



	Other
	
  


	5%






The largest religious denominations by number of adherents as a percentage of California's population in 2014 were the Catholic Church with 28 percent, Evangelical Protestants with 20 percent, and Mainline Protestants with 10 percent. Together, all kinds of Protestants accounted for 32 percent. Those unaffiliated with any religion represented 27 percent of the population. The breakdown of other religions is 1% Muslim, 2% Hindu and 2% Buddhist.[141] This is a change from 2008, when the population identified their religion with the Catholic Church with 31 percent; Evangelical Protestants with 18 percent; and Mainline Protestants with 14 percent. In 2008, those unaffiliated with any religion represented 21 percent of the population. The breakdown of other religions in 2008 was 0.5% Muslim, 1% Hindu and 2% Buddhist.[142] The American Jewish Year Book[image: External link] placed the total Jewish[image: External link] population of California at about 1,194,190 in 2006.[143] According to the Association of Religion Data Archives[image: External link] (ARDA) the largest denominations by adherents in 2010 were the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] with 10,233,334; The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link] with 763,818; and the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] with 489,953.[144]

The first priests to come to California were Roman Catholic missionaries from Spain. Roman Catholics founded 21 missions along the California coast[image: External link], as well as the cities of Los Angeles and San Francisco. California continues to have a large Roman Catholic population due to the large numbers of Mexicans and Central Americans living within its borders. California has twelve dioceses and two archdioceses, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link] and the Archdiocese of San Francisco[image: External link], the former being the largest archdiocese in the United States.

A Pew Research Center[image: External link] survey revealed that California is somewhat less religious than the rest of the US: 62 percent of Californians say they are "absolutely certain" of their belief in God, while in the nation 71 percent say so. The survey also revealed 48 percent of Californians say religion is "very important", compared to 56 percent nationally.[145]
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Main articles: Sports in California[image: External link] and List of professional sports teams in California[image: External link]


California has twenty major professional sports league[image: External link] franchises, far more than any other state. The San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] has seven major league teams spread in its three major cities: San Francisco, San Jose, and Oakland. While the Greater Los Angeles Area is home to ten major league franchises. San Diego and Sacramento each have one major league team. The NFL Super Bowl[image: External link] has been hosted in California 11 times at four different stadiums: Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], the Rose Bowl, Stanford Stadium, and San Diego's Qualcomm Stadium[image: External link]. A twelfth, Super Bowl 50[image: External link], was held at Levi's Stadium[image: External link] in Santa Clara[image: External link] on February 7, 2016.[146]

California has long had many respected collegiate sports programs. California is home to the oldest college bowl game, the annual Rose Bowl[image: External link], among others.

California is the only US state to have hosted both the Summer[image: External link] and Winter[image: External link] Olympics. The 1932[image: External link] and 1984 Summer Olympics[image: External link] were held in Los Angeles. Squaw Valley Ski Resort[image: External link] in the Lake Tahoe region hosted the 1960 Winter Olympics[image: External link]. Multiple games during the 1994 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] took place in California, with the Rose Bowl[image: External link] hosting eight matches including the final[image: External link], while Stanford Stadium[image: External link] hosted six matches.

Below is a list of major league sports teams in California:



	Team
	Sport
	League



	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	American football[image: External link]
	
National Football League[image: External link] (NFL)



	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	
Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB)



	Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	Oakland Athletics[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	San Diego Padres[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	San Francisco Giants[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Basketball[image: External link]
	
National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA)



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link]
	Basketball
	
Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA)



	Anaheim Ducks[image: External link]
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	
National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL)



	Los Angeles Kings[image: External link]
	Ice hockey
	National Hockey League



	San Jose Sharks[image: External link]
	Ice hockey
	National Hockey League



	Los Angeles Galaxy[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	
Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS)



	San Jose Earthquakes[image: External link]
	Soccer
	Major League Soccer



	Los Angeles Football Club[image: External link]
	Soccer
	Major League Soccer
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 Education




Main article: Education in California[image: External link]


See also: List of colleges and universities in California[image: External link]


Public secondary education[image: External link] consists of high schools[image: External link] that teach elective courses in trades, languages, and liberal arts with tracks for gifted, college-bound and industrial arts students. California's public educational system is supported by a unique constitutional amendment[image: External link] that requires a minimum annual funding level for grades K–12 and community colleges[image: External link] that grows with the economy and student enrollment figures.[147]

California had over 6.2 million school students in the 2005–06 school year. Funding and staffing levels in California schools lag behind other states. In expenditure per pupil, California ranked 29th (of the 50 states and the District of Columbia[image: External link]) in 2005–06. In teaching staff expenditure per pupil, California ranked 49th of 51. In overall teacher-pupil ratio, California was also 49th, with 21 students per teacher. Only Arizona and Utah were lower.[148]

A 2007 study concluded that California's public school system was "broken" in that it suffered from over-regulation.[149]

California's public postsecondary education[image: External link] offers three separate systems:


	The research university system in the state is the University of California[image: External link] (UC), a public university[image: External link] system. As of fall 2011, the University of California had a combined student[image: External link] body of 234,464 students.[150] There are ten general UC campuses, and a number of specialized campuses in the UC system. The system was originally intended to accept the top one-eighth of California high school students, but several of the schools have become even more selective.[151][152][153] The UC system was originally given exclusive authority in awarding Ph.Ds, but this has since changed and the CSU is also able to award several Doctoral degrees.

	The California State University[image: External link] (CSU) system has almost 430,000 students, making it the largest university system in the United States. The CSU was originally intended to accept the top one-third of California high school students, but several of the schools have become much more selective.[153][154] The CSU was originally set up to award only bachelor's and master's degrees, but has since been granted the authority to award several Doctoral degrees.

	The California Community Colleges System[image: External link] provides lower division coursework as well as basic skills and workforce training. It is the largest network of higher education in the US, composed of 112 colleges serving a student population of over 2.6 million.



California is also home to such notable private universities as Stanford University[image: External link], the University of Southern California[image: External link], the California Institute of Technology[image: External link], and the Claremont Colleges[image: External link]. California has hundreds of other private colleges and universities, including many religious and special-purpose institutions.
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of California[image: External link]


See also: California locations by per capita income[image: External link]


The economy of California is large enough to be comparable to that of the largest of countries. As of 2016, the gross state product[image: External link] (GSP) is about $2.514 trillion[image: External link], the largest in the United States.[157] California is responsible for 13.9 percent of the United States' approximate $18.1 trillion gross domestic product (GDP).[157] California's GSP is larger than the GDP of all but 5 countries in dollar terms (the United States[image: External link], China[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], and the United Kingdom[image: External link]),[158][159] larger than Brazil, France, Russia, Italy, India, Canada, Australia, Spain and Turkey. In Purchasing Power Parity[image: External link],[160] it is larger than all but 10 countries (the United States, China, India, Japan, Germany, Russia, Brazil, France, the United Kingdom, and Indonesia), larger than Italy, Mexico, Spain, South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Canada and Turkey.[161]

The five largest sectors of employment in California are trade, transportation, and utilities; government; professional and business services; education and health services; and leisure and hospitality. In output, the five largest sectors are financial services, followed by trade, transportation, and utilities; education and health services; government; and manufacturing.[162] As of September 2016, California has an unemployment[image: External link] rate of 5.5%.

California's economy is dependent on trade and international related commerce accounts for about one-quarter of the state's economy. In 2008, California exported $144 billion worth of goods, up from $134 billion in 2007 and $127 billion in 2006.[163] Computers and electronic products are California's top export, accounting for 42 percent of all the state's exports in 2008.[163]

Agriculture is an important sector in California's economy. Farming-related sales more than quadrupled over the past three decades, from $7.3 billion in 1974 to nearly $31 billion in 2004.[164] This increase has occurred despite a 15 percent decline in acreage devoted to farming during the period, and water supply suffering from chronic instability. Factors contributing to the growth in sales-per-acre include more intensive use of active farmlands and technological improvements in crop production.[164] In 2008, California's 81,500 farms and ranches generated $36.2 billion products revenue.[165] In 2011, that number grew to $43.5 billion products revenue.[166] The Agriculture sector accounts for two percent of the state's GDP and employs around three percent of its total workforce.[167] According to the USDA[image: External link] in 2011, the three largest California agricultural products by value were milk[image: External link] and cream[image: External link], shelled almonds[image: External link], and grapes[image: External link].[168]

Per capita GDP[image: External link] in 2007 was $38,956, ranking eleventh in the nation.[169] Per capita income[image: External link] varies widely by geographic region and profession. The Central Valley is the most impoverished, with migrant farm workers[image: External link] making less than minimum wage[image: External link]. According to a 2005 report by the Congressional Research Service[image: External link], the San Joaquin Valley[image: External link] was characterized as one of the most economically depressed regions in the United States, on par with the region of Appalachia[image: External link].[170] California has a poverty rate[image: External link] of 23.5%, the highest of any state in the country.[171] Many coastal cities include some of the wealthiest per-capita areas in the United States The high-technology sectors in Northern California, specifically Silicon Valley[image: External link], in Santa Clara[image: External link] and San Mateo counties[image: External link], have emerged from the economic downturn caused by the dot-com bust[image: External link].

In 2010, there were more than 663,000 millionaires in the state, more than any other state in the nation.[172] In 2010, California residents were ranked first among the states with the best average credit score of 754.[173]
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 State finances




Main articles: California state finances[image: External link] and 2008–12 California budget crisis[image: External link]


State spending increased from $56 billion in 1998 to $127 billion in 2011.[174][175] California, with 12% of the United States population, has one-third of the nation's welfare[image: External link] recipients.[176] California has the third highest per capita spending on welfare among the states, as well as the highest spending on welfare at $6.67 billion.[177] In January 2011 the California's total debt was at least $265 billion.[178] On June 27, 2013, Governor Jerry Brown signed a balanced budget (no deficit) for the state, its first in decades; however the state's debt remains at $132 billion.[179][180]

With the passage of Proposition 30 in 2012[image: External link], California now levies a 13.3% maximum marginal income tax[image: External link] rate with ten tax brackets[image: External link], ranging from 1% at the bottom tax bracket of $0 annual individual income to 13.3% for annual individual income over $1,000,000. California has a state sales tax[image: External link] of 7.5%, though local governments can and do levy additional sales taxes. Many of these taxes are temporary for a seven-year period (as stipulated in Proposition 30) and afterwards will revert to a previous maximum marginal income tax bracket of 10.3% and state sales tax rate of 7.25%.[181]

All real property[image: External link] is taxable annually; the tax is based on the property's fair market value at the time of purchase or new construction. Property tax increases are capped at 2% per year (see Proposition 13[image: External link]).
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Main article: Energy use in California[image: External link]


Because it is the most populous United States state, California is one of the country's largest users of energy. However because of its high energy rates, conservation mandates, mild weather in the largest population centers and strong environmental movement, its per capita energy use is one of the smallest of any United States state.[182] Due to the high electricity demand, California imports more electricity than any other state, primarily hydroelectric power from states in the Pacific Northwest (via Path 15[image: External link] and Path 66[image: External link]) and coal- and natural gas-fired production from the desert Southwest via Path 46[image: External link].[183]

As a result of the state's strong environmental movement, California has some of the most aggressive renewable energy[image: External link] goals in the United States, with a target for California to obtain a third of its electricity from renewables by 2020.[184] Currently, several solar power plants[image: External link] such as the Solar Energy Generating Systems[image: External link] facility are located in the Mojave Desert[image: External link]. California's wind farms[image: External link] include Altamont Pass[image: External link], San Gorgonio Pass[image: External link], and Tehachapi Pass[image: External link]. Several dams across the state provide hydro-electric power[image: External link]. It would be possible to convert the total supply to 100% renewable energy, including heating, cooling and mobility, by 2050.[185]

The state's crude oil and natural gas deposits are located in the Central Valley and along the coast, including the large Midway-Sunset Oil Field[image: External link]. Natural gas-fired power plants[image: External link] typically account for more than one-half of state electricity generation.

California is also home to two major nuclear power[image: External link] plants: Diablo Canyon[image: External link] and San Onofre[image: External link], the latter having been shut down in 2013. Also voters banned the approval of new nuclear power plants since the late 1970s because of concerns over radioactive waste disposal[image: External link].[186][note 4] In addition, several cities such as Oakland, Berkeley[image: External link] and Davis[image: External link] have declared themselves as nuclear-free zones[image: External link].
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in California[image: External link]


California's vast terrain is connected by an extensive system of controlled-access highways[image: External link] ('freeways'), limited-access roads[image: External link] ('expressways'), and highways. California is known for its car culture[image: External link], giving California's cities a reputation for severe traffic congestion[image: External link]. Construction and maintenance of state roads and statewide transportation planning are primarily the responsibility of the California Department of Transportation[image: External link], nicknamed "Caltrans". The rapidly growing population of the state is straining all of its transportation networks, and California has some of the worst roads in the United States.[188][189] The Reason Foundation's 19th Annual Report on the Performance of State Highway Systems ranked California's highways the third-worst of any state, with Alaska second, and Rhode Island first.[190]

The state has been a pioneer in road construction. One of the state's more visible landmarks, the Golden Gate Bridge[image: External link], was once the longest suspension bridge main span[image: External link] in the world at 4,200 feet (1,300 m) when it opened in 1937. With its orange paint and panoramic views of the bay, this highway bridge is a popular tourist attraction and also accommodates pedestrians and bicyclists. The San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge[image: External link] (often abbreviated the "Bay Bridge"), completed in 1936, transports about 280,000 vehicles per day on two-decks. Its two sections meet at Yerba Buena Island[image: External link] through the world's largest diameter transportation bore tunnel, at 76 feet (23 m) wide by 58 feet (18 m) high.[191] The Arroyo Seco Parkway[image: External link], connecting Los Angeles and Pasadena[image: External link], opened in 1940 as the first freeway in the Western United States.[192] It was later extended south to the Four Level Interchange[image: External link] in downtown Los Angeles, regarded as the first stack interchange[image: External link] ever built.[193]

Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] (LAX), the 6th busiest airport in the world[image: External link], and San Francisco International Airport[image: External link] (SFO), the 23rd busiest airport in the world[image: External link], are major hubs for trans-Pacific and transcontinental traffic. There are about a dozen important commercial airports and many more general aviation[image: External link] airports[image: External link] throughout the state.

California also has several important seaports[image: External link]. The giant seaport complex formed by the Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] and the Port of Long Beach[image: External link] in Southern California is the largest in the country and responsible for handling about a fourth of all container cargo traffic in the United States. The Port of Oakland[image: External link], fourth largest in the nation, also handles trade entering from the Pacific Rim to the rest of the country. The Port of Stockton[image: External link] is the easternmost port on the west coast of the United States.[194]

The California Highway Patrol[image: External link] is the largest statewide police agency in the United States in employment with over 10,000 employees. They are responsible for providing any police-sanctioned service to anyone on California's state maintained highways and on state property.

The California Department of Motor Vehicles is by far the largest in North America. By the end of 2009, the California DMV had 26,555,006 driver's licenses and ID cards on file.[195] In 2010, there were 1.17 million new vehicle registrations in force.[196]

Intercity rail travel is provided by Amtrak California[image: External link], which manages the three busiest intercity rail lines in the United States outside the Northeast Corridor[image: External link], all of which are funded by Caltrans. This service is becoming increasingly popular over flying and ridership is continuing to set records, especially on the LAX-SFO route.[197] Integrated subway[image: External link] and light rail[image: External link] networks are found in Los Angeles (Metro Rail[image: External link]) and San Francisco (MUNI Metro[image: External link]). Light rail systems are also found in San Jose ( VTA[image: External link]), San Diego (San Diego Trolley[image: External link]), Sacramento (RT Light Rail[image: External link]), and Northern San Diego County ( Sprinter[image: External link]). Furthermore, commuter rail[image: External link] networks serve the San Francisco Bay Area ( ACE[image: External link], BART[image: External link], Caltrain[image: External link]), Greater Los Angeles ( Metrolink[image: External link]), and San Diego County ( Coaster[image: External link]).

The California High-Speed Rail[image: External link] Authority was created in 1996 by the state to implement an extensive 700 miles (1,100 km) rail system. Construction was approved by the voters during the November 2008 general election, a $9.95 billion state bond will go toward its construction.[198] Nearly all counties operate bus[image: External link] lines, and many cities operate their own city bus lines as well. Intercity bus travel is provided by Greyhound[image: External link] and Amtrak Thruway Coach.
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 Water




Main article: Water in California[image: External link]


California's interconnected water system is the world's largest, managing over 40,000,000 acre feet[image: External link] (49 km3) of water per year, centered on six main systems of aqueducts and infrastructure projects.[199] Water use and conservation in California is a politically divisive issue, as the state experiences periodic droughts and has to balance the demands of its large agricultural and urban sectors, especially in the arid southern portion of the state. The state's widespread redistribution of water also invites the frequent scorn of environmentalists.

The California Water Wars[image: External link], a conflict between Los Angeles and the Owens Valley over water rights, is one of the most well-known examples of the struggle to secure adequate water supplies.[200] Former California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger said: "We've been in crisis for quite some time because we're now 38 million people and not anymore 18 million people like we were in the late 60s. So it developed into a battle between environmentalists and farmers and between the south and the north and between rural and urban. And everyone has been fighting for the last four decades about water."[201]
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 Government and politics
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 Armed forces






In California, as of 2009, the U.S. Department of Defense[image: External link] had a total of 117,806 active duty[image: External link] servicemembers of which 88,370 were Sailors[image: External link] or Marines[image: External link], 18,339 were Airmen[image: External link], and 11,097 were Soldiers[image: External link], with 61,365 Department of Defense civilian employees. Additionally, there were a total of 57,792 Reservists and Guardsman[image: External link] in California.[202]

In 2010, Los Angeles County[image: External link] was the largest origin of military recruits in the United States by county, with 1,437 individuals enlisting in the military.[203] However, as of 2002, Californians were relatively under-represented in the military as a proportion to its population.[204]

In 2000, California, had 2,569,340 veterans of United States military service[image: External link]: 504,010 served in World War II, 301,034 in the Korean War[image: External link], 754,682 during the Vietnam War[image: External link], and 278,003 during 1990–2000 (including the Persian Gulf War).[205] As of 2010, there were 1,942,775 veterans living in California, of which 1,457,875 served during a period of armed conflict, and just over four thousand served before World War II[image: External link] (the largest population of this group of any state).[206]

California's military forces consist of the Army and Air National Guard[image: External link], the naval and state military reserve[image: External link] (militia), and the California Cadet Corps[image: External link].
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 Federal representation




See also: California's congressional districts[image: External link]


The state of California sends 53[image: External link] members to the House of Representatives[image: External link],[207] the nation's largest congressional state delegation. Consequently California also has the largest number of electoral votes[image: External link] in national presidential elections, with 55. California's U.S. Senators[image: External link] are Dianne Feinstein[image: External link], a native and former mayor of San Francisco, and Kamala Harris[image: External link], a native, former District Attorney from San Francisco and former Attorney General of California. In 1992, California became the first state to have a Senate delegation entirely composed of women.
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 Government




Main article: Government of California[image: External link]


The state's capital is Sacramento[image: External link].

California is organized into three branches of government[image: External link] – the executive branch[image: External link] consisting of the Governor[image: External link] and the other independently elected constitutional officers; the legislative branch[image: External link] consisting of the Assembly[image: External link] and Senate[image: External link]; and the judicial branch[image: External link] consisting of the Supreme Court of California[image: External link] and lower courts. The state also allows ballot propositions[image: External link]: direct participation of the electorate by initiative[image: External link], referendum[image: External link], recall[image: External link], and ratification[image: External link]. Before the passage of California Proposition 14 (2010)[image: External link], California allowed each political party to choose whether to have a closed primary[image: External link] or a primary where only party members and independents[image: External link] vote. After June 8, 2010 when Proposition 14 was approved, excepting only the United States President and county central committee offices,[208] all candidates in the primary elections are listed on the ballot with their preferred party affiliation, but they are not the official nominee of that party.[209] At the primary election, the two candidates with the top votes will advance to the general election regardless of party affiliation.[209] If at a special primary election, one candidate receives more than 50% of all the votes cast, they are elected to fill the vacancy and no special general election will be held.[209]

California has a twinning arrangement[image: External link] with Catalonia[image: External link], Spain[image: External link][210]


	Executive branch



The California executive branch[image: External link] consists of the Governor of California[image: External link] and seven other elected constitutional officers: Lieutenant Governor[image: External link], Attorney General[image: External link], Secretary of State[image: External link], State Controller[image: External link], State Treasurer[image: External link], Insurance Commissioner[image: External link], and State Superintendent of Public Instruction[image: External link]. They serve four-year terms and may be re-elected only once.[211]


	Legislative branch



The California State Legislature[image: External link] consists of a 40-member Senate and 80-member Assembly. Senators serve four-year terms and Assembly members two. Members of the Assembly are subject to term limits[image: External link] of three terms, and members of the Senate are subject to term limits of two terms.


	Judicial branch



California's legal system is explicitly based upon English common law[image: External link][212] (as is the case with all other states except Louisiana[image: External link]) but carries a few features from Spanish civil law[image: External link], such as community property[image: External link]. California's prison population grew from 25,000 in 1980 to over 170,000 in 2007.[213] Capital punishment[image: External link] is a legal form of punishment and the state has the largest "Death Row[image: External link]" population in the country (though Oklahoma and Texas are far more active in carrying out executions).[214][215]

California's judiciary system[image: External link] is the largest in the United States (with a total of 1,600 judges, while the federal system has only about 840). At the apex is the seven Justices of the Supreme Court of California[image: External link], while the California Courts of Appeal[image: External link] serve as the primary appellate courts[image: External link] and the California Superior Courts[image: External link] serve as the primary trial courts[image: External link]. Justices of the Supreme Court and Courts of Appeal are appointed by the Governor, but are subject to retention by the electorate every 12 years. The administration of the state's court system is controlled by the Judicial Council[image: External link], composed of the Chief Justice of the California Supreme Court, 14 judicial officers, four representatives from the State Bar of California[image: External link], and one member from each house of the state legislature.
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 Local government




Main article: Local government in California[image: External link]
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 Counties




See also: List of counties in California[image: External link]


California is divided into 58 counties[image: External link]. Per Article 11, Section 1, of the Constitution of California[image: External link], they are the legal subdivisions of the state. The county government provides countywide services such as law enforcement, jails, elections and voter registration, vital records, property assessment and records, tax collection, public health, health care, social services, libraries, flood control, fire protection, animal control, agricultural regulations, building inspections, ambulance services, and education departments in charge of maintaining statewide standards.[216][217] In addition, the county serves as the local government for all unincorporated areas[image: External link]. Each county is governed by an elected board of supervisors[image: External link].[218]
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 City and town governments




Incorporated cities and towns in California are either charter[image: External link] or general-law municipalities.[104] General-law municipalities owe their existence to state law and are consequently governed by it; charter municipalities are governed by their own city or town charters. Municipalities incorporated in the 19th century tend to be charter municipalities. All ten of the state's most populous cities are charter cities. Most small cities have a council-manager[image: External link] form of government, where the elected city council appoints a city manager to supervise the operations of the city. Some larger cities have a directly-elected mayor who oversees the city government. In many council-manager cities, the city council selects one of its members as a mayor, sometimes rotating through the council membership—but this type of mayoral position is primarily ceremonial.

The Government of San Francisco[image: External link] is the only consolidated city-county[image: External link] in California, where both the city and county governments have been merged into one unified jurisdiction. The San Francisco Board of Supervisors[image: External link] also acts as the city council and the Mayor of San Francisco[image: External link] also serves as the county administrative officer.
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 School districts and special districts




See also: List of school districts in California[image: External link]


About 1,102 school districts[image: External link], independent of cities and counties, handle California's public education[image: External link].[219] California school districts may be organized as elementary districts, high school districts, unified school districts combining elementary and high school grades, or community college districts.[219]

There are about 3,400 special districts[image: External link] in California.[220] A special district[image: External link], defined by California Government Code § 16271(d) as "any agency of the state for the local performance of governmental or proprietary functions within limited boundaries", provides a limited range of services within a defined geographic area. The geographic area of a special district can spread across multiple cities or counties, or could consist of only a portion of one. Most of California's special districts are single-purpose districts, and provide one service.
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Main articles: Politics of California[image: External link] and Elections in California[image: External link]




	California registered voters as of January 5, 2016[221]



	Party
	Number of Voters
	Percentage



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	7,438,655
	43.1%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	4,767,259
	27.62%



	
	No Party Preference[image: External link]
	4,141,860
	24%



	
	American Independent[image: External link]
	472,019
	2.73%



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	120,578
	0.7%



	
	Green[image: External link]
	102,688
	0.59%



	
	Peace and Freedom[image: External link]
	75,579
	0.44%



	Other
	140,775
	0.82%



	Total
	17,259,413
	100%






	Presidential elections results



	Year
	Republican[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	31.62% 4,483,810

	
61.73% 8,753,788




	2012[image: External link]
	37.12% 4,839,958

	
60.24% 7,854,285




	2008[image: External link]
	36.91% 5,011,781

	
60.94% 8,274,473




	2004[image: External link]
	44.36% 5,509,826

	
54.40% 6,745,485




	2000[image: External link]
	41.65% 4,567,429

	
53.45% 5,861,203




	1996[image: External link]
	38.21% 3,828,380

	
51.10% 5,119,835




	1992[image: External link]
	32.61% 3,630,574

	
46.01% 5,121,325




	1988[image: External link]
	
51.13% 5,054,917

	47.56% 4,702,233




	1984[image: External link]
	
57.51% 5,467,009

	41.27% 3,922,519




	1980[image: External link]
	
52.69% 4,524,858

	35.91% 3,083,661




	1976[image: External link]
	
49.35% 3,882,244

	47.57% 3,742,284




	1972[image: External link]
	
55.01% 4,602,096

	41.54% 3,475,847




	1968[image: External link]
	
47.82% 3,467,664

	44.74% 3,244,318




	1964[image: External link]
	40.79% 2,879,108

	
59.11% 4,171,877




	1960[image: External link]
	
50.10% 3,259,722

	49.55% 3,224,099





California has an idiosyncratic political culture compared to the rest of the country, and is sometimes regarded as a trendsetter.[223] In socio-cultural mores and national politics, Californians are perceived as more liberal[image: External link] than other Americans, especially those who live in the inland states.

Among the political idiosyncrasies and trendsetting, California was the second state to recall their state governor[image: External link], the second state to legalize abortion, and the only state to ban marriage for gay couples twice by voters (including Proposition 8 in 2008[image: External link]). Voters also passed Proposition 71 in 2004[image: External link] to fund stem cell[image: External link] research, and Proposition 14 in 2010[image: External link] to completely change the state's primary election[image: External link] process. California has also experienced disputes over water rights[image: External link]; and a tax revolt[image: External link], culminating with the passage of Proposition 13 in 1978[image: External link], limiting state property taxes[image: External link].

The state's trend towards the Democratic Party[image: External link] and away from the Republican Party[image: External link] can be seen in state elections. From 1899 to 1939, California had Republican governors. Since 1990, California has generally elected Democratic candidates to federal, state and local offices, including current Governor Jerry Brown[image: External link]; however, the state has elected Republican Governors, though many of its Republican Governors, such as Arnold Schwarzenegger, tend to be considered moderate Republicans and more centrist[image: External link] than the national party.

The Democrats also now hold a majority in both houses of the state legislature. There are 56 Democrats and 24 Republicans in the Assembly; and 26 Democrats and 12 Republicans in the Senate.

The trend towards the Democratic Party is most obvious in presidential elections; Republicans have not won California's electoral votes[image: External link] since 1988.

In the United States House, the Democrats held a 34–19 edge in the CA delegation of the 110th United States Congress[image: External link] in 2007. As the result of gerrymandering[image: External link], the districts in California were usually dominated by one or the other party, and few districts were considered competitive. In 2008, Californians passed Proposition 20 to empower a 14-member independent citizen commission to redraw districts for both local politicians and Congress. After the 2012 elections, when the new system took effect, Democrats gained 4 seats and held a 38–15 majority in the delegation.

In general, Democratic strength is centered in the populous coastal regions[image: External link] of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] and the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]. Republican strength is still greatest in eastern parts of the state. Orange County[image: External link] also remains mostly Republican. One study ranked Berkeley[image: External link], Oakland[image: External link], Inglewood[image: External link] and San Francisco in the top 20 most liberal American cities; and Bakersfield[image: External link], Orange[image: External link], Escondido[image: External link], Garden Grove[image: External link], and Simi Valley[image: External link] in the top 20 most conservative cities.[224]

In October 2012, out of the 23,802,577 people eligible to vote, 18,245,970 people were registered to vote.[225] Of the people registered, the three largest registered groups were Democrats (7,966,422), Republicans (5,356,608), and Decline to State[image: External link] (3,820,545).[225] Los Angeles County[image: External link] had the largest number of registered Democrats (2,430,612) and Republicans (1,037,031) of any county in the state.[225]
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 See also





	Index of California-related articles[image: External link]

	
Outline of California[image: External link] – organized list of topics about California
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 Notes






	
^ The coordinates of the center of population are at 35.458606°N 119.355165°W[image: External link].[103]


	
^ behind Nevada and Arizona


	
^ The following are a list of the indigenous languages: Root languages of California: Athabaskan Family: Hupa, Mattole, Lassik, Wailaki, Sinkyone, Cahto, Tolowa, Nongatl, Wiyot, Chilula; Hokan Family: Pomo, Shasta, Karok, Chimiriko; Algonquian Family: Whilkut, Yurok; Yukian Family: Wappo; Penutian Family: Modok, Wintu, Nomlaki, Konkow, Maidu, Patwin, Nisenan, Miwok, Coast Miwok, Lake Miwok, Ohlone, Northern Valley Yokuts, Southern Valley Yokuts, Foothill Yokuts; Hokan Family: Esselen, Salinan, Chumash, Ipai, Tipai, Yuma, Halchichoma, Mohave; Uto-Aztecan Family: Mono Paiute, Monache, Owens Valley Paiute, Tubatulabal, Panamint Shoshone, Kawaisu, Kitanemuk, Tataviam, Gabrielino, Juaneno, Luiseno, Cuipeno, Cahuilla, Serrano, Chemehuevi


	
^ Minnesota also has a moratorium on construction of nuclear power plants, which has been in place since 1994.[187]
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Battery Park City






Coordinates[image: External link]: 40.712687°N 74.015665°W[image: External link]

Battery Park City is a mainly residential 92-acre (37 ha) planned community[image: External link] on the west side of the southern tip of the island of Manhattan[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link]. More than one-third of the development is parkland.[1] The land upon which it is built was created by land reclamation[image: External link] on the Hudson River[image: External link] using over 3 million cubic yards of soil and rock excavated during the construction of the World Trade Center[image: External link], the New York City Water Tunnel[image: External link], and certain other construction projects, as well as from sand dredged from New York Harbor[image: External link] off Staten Island[image: External link].[2] The neighborhood, which is the site of Brookfield Place[image: External link] (formerly the World Financial Center), along with numerous buildings designed for housing, commercial, and retail, is named for adjacent Battery Park[image: External link].
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Battery Park City is bounded on the east by West Street[image: External link], which separates the area from the Financial District[image: External link] of lower Manhattan[image: External link]. To the west, north, and south, the area is surrounded by the Hudson River[image: External link].

The development consists of roughly five major sections. Traveling north to south, the first neighborhood has high-rise residential buildings, the Stuyvesant High School[image: External link], a Regal Entertainment Group[image: External link] movie theater, and the Battery Park City branch of the New York Public Library[image: External link]. It is also the site of the 463-suite Conrad New York luxury hotel, which contains restaurants and bars such as the Loopy Doopy Rooftop Bar, ATRIO Wine Bar Restaurant, Mexican-themed El Vez, and three Danny Meyer[image: External link]-branded restaurants (North End Grill, Blue Smoke, Shake Shack[image: External link]); the hotel has a ballroom and a conference center.[3] Other restaurants located in that hotel, as well as a DSW[image: External link] store and a New York Sports Club[image: External link] branch, were closed in 2009 after the takeover of the property by Goldman Sachs[image: External link]. Former undeveloped lots in the area have been developed into high-rise buildings; for example, Goldman Sachs[image: External link] built a new headquarters at 200 West Street[image: External link].

Nearby is Brookfield Place, a complex of several commercial buildings formerly known as the World Financial Center.

Current residential neighborhoods of Battery Park City are divided into northern and southern sections, separated by Brookfield Place. The northern section consists entirely of large, 20–45-story buildings, all various shades of orange brick. The southern section, extending down from the Winter Garden, which is located in Brookfield Place, contains residential apartment buildings such as Gateway Plaza and the Rector Place apartment buildings. In this section lies the majority of Battery Park City's residential areas, in three sections: Gateway Plaza, a high-rise building complex; the "Rector Place Residential Neighborhood"; and the" Battery Place Residential Neighborhood". These subsections contain most of the area's residential buildings, along with park[image: External link] space, supermarkets[image: External link], restaurants[image: External link], and movie theaters[image: External link]. Construction of residential buildings began north of the World Financial Center in the late 1990s, and completion of the final lots took place in early 2011. Additionally, a park restoration was completed in 2013.[4]
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 History
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 Site and formation




Throughout the 19th century and early 20th century, the area adjoining today's Battery Park City was known as Little Syria with Lebanese, Greeks, Armenians, and other ethnic groups. In 1929, the land was the proposed site of a $50,000,000 residential development that would have served workers in the Wall Street area.[5] The Battery Tower[image: External link] project was left unfinished after workers digging the foundation ran into forty feet of old bulkheads[image: External link], sunken docks, and ships.[6] Construction was halted and never restarted.

By the late 1950s, the once-prosperous port area of downtown Manhattan was occupied by a number of dilapidated shipping piers, casualties of the rise of container shipping[image: External link] which drove sea traffic to Port Elizabeth, New Jersey[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The initial proposal to reclaim this area through landfill[image: External link] was offered in the early 1960s by private firms and supported by the mayor. That plan became complicated when Governor Nelson Rockefeller[image: External link] announced his desire to redevelop a part of the area as a separate project. The various groups reached a compromise, and in 1966 the governor unveiled the proposal for what would become Battery Park City. The creation of architect Wallace K. Harrison[image: External link], the proposal called for a 'comprehensive community' consisting of housing, social infrastructure and light industry. The landscaping of the park space and later the Winter Garden was designed by M. Paul Friedberg[image: External link].

In 1968, the New York State Legislature[image: External link] created the Battery Park City Authority[image: External link] (BPCA) to oversee development. The New York State Urban Development Corporation[image: External link] and ten other public agencies were also involved in the development project.[7] For the next several years, the BPCA made slow progress. In April 1969, it unveiled a master plan for the area,[8] which was approved in October.[9] In early 1972, the BPCA issued $200 million in bonds to fund construction efforts,[10] with Harry B. Helmsley[image: External link] designated as the developer.[11] That same year, low-income housing units were removed from the master plan due to opposition.[12]

Landfill material from construction[image: External link] of the World Trade Center[image: External link] was used to add fill for the southern portion. Cellular cofferdams[image: External link] were constructed to retain the material.[13] After removal of the piers, wooden piles and overburden of silt, the northern portion (north of, and including the marina) was filled with sand dredged from areas adjacent to Ambrose Channel[image: External link] in the Atlantic Ocean, as well as stone from the construction of Water Tunnel #3[image: External link].[13] By 1976, the landfill was completed. Seating stands for viewing the American Bicentennial "Operation Sail" flotilla parade were set up on the completed landfill in July 1976.[14] Construction efforts ground to a halt in 1977, as a result of the city's fiscal crisis.[15] That year, the presidential administration of Jimmy Carter[image: External link] approved mortgage insurance for 1,600 of the development's proposed units.[16] In 1979, the title to the landfill was transferred from the city to the Battery Park City Authority, which financially restructured itself and created a new, more viable master plan, designed by Alex Cooper[image: External link] and Stanton Eckstut.[17] By that time, only two of the proposed development's buildings had been built, and the $200 million bond issue was supposed to have been paid off the next year.[18]

The design of BPC to some degree reflects the values of vibrant city neighborhoods championed by Jane Jacobs[image: External link]. The Urban Land Institute[image: External link] (ULI) awarded the Battery Park City Master Plan its 2010 Heritage Award, for having "facilitated the private development of 9.3 million square feet of commercial space, 7.2 million square feet of residential space, and nearly 36 acres of open space in lower Manhattan, becoming a model for successful large-scale planning efforts and marking a positive shift away from the urban renewal mindset of the time."[19]
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 Construction and early development




During the late 1970s and early 1980s, the site hosted Creative Time's landmark Art on the Beach sculpture exhibitions. On September 23, 1979, the landfill was the site of an anti-nuclear rally[image: External link] attended by 200,000 people.[20]

Construction began on the first residential building in June 1980.[21] In April 1981, the New York State Urban Development Corporation (now the Empire State Development Corporation[image: External link]) issued a request for proposal[image: External link], ultimately selecting six real-estate companies to develop over 1,800 residential units.[22] The same year, the World Financial Center[image: External link] started construction; Olympia and York[image: External link] of Toronto[image: External link] was named as the developer for the World Financial Center, who then hired Cesar Pelli[image: External link] as the lead architect. By 1985, construction was completed and the World Financial Center (later renamed Brookfield Place New York) saw its first tenants.[23] The newly completed development was lauded by The New York Times as "a triumph of urban design,"[24] with the World Financial Center being deemed "a symbol of change."[23]

During early construction, two acres of land in the southern section of the Battery Park landfill was used by artist Agnes Denes[image: External link] to plant wheat in an exhibition titled Wheatfield - A Confrontation.[25] The project was visually contradiction: a golden field of wheat set among the steel skyscrapers of downtown Manhattan.[26] It was created during a six-month period in the spring, summer, and fall of 1982 when Denes, with the support of the Public Art Fund[image: External link], planted the field of wheat on rubble-strewn land near Wall Street[image: External link] and the World Trade Center site[image: External link]. Denes stated that her "decision to plant a wheatfield in Manhattan, instead of designing just another public sculpture, grew out of a long-standing concern and need to call attention to our misplaced priorities and deteriorating human values."[27]

Throughout the 1980s, the BPCA oversaw a great deal of construction, including the entire Rector Place neighborhood and the river esplanade. It was during that period that Amanda Burden[image: External link], later City Planning Department Director in the Bloomberg administration, worked on Battery Park City. During the 1980s, a total of 13 buildings were constructed. The Vietnam Veterans Plaza[image: External link] was established by Edward I. Koch[image: External link] in 1985.[28] In the early 1990s, Battery Park City became the new home of the Stuyvesant High School[image: External link]. During the 1990s, an additional six buildings were added to the neighborhood. By the turn of the 21st century, Battery Park City was mostly completed, with the exception of some ongoing construction on West Street.

Initially, in the 1980s, 23 buildings were built in the area. By the 1990s, 9 more buildings were built, followed by the construction of 11 buildings in the 2000s and 3 buildings in the 2010s.[29] The Battery Park City Authority, wishing to attract more middle-class residents, started providing subsidies in 1998 to households whose annual incomes were $108,000 or less.[30] By the end of the decade, nearly the entire landfill had been developed.[31]
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 Early 21st century




The September 11 attacks[image: External link] in 2001 had a major impact on Battery Park City. The residents of lower Manhattan and particularly of Battery Park City were displaced for an extended period of time. Parts of the community were an official crime-scene and therefore residents were unable to return to live or even collect property. Many of the displaced residents were not allowed to return to the area for months and none were given government guidance of where to live temporarily on the already crowded island of Manhattan. With most hotel rooms booked, residents, including young children and the elderly were forced to fend for themselves.

When they were finally allowed to return to Battery Park City, some found that their homes had been looted. Upon residents' return, the air in the area was still filled with toxic smoke from the World Trade Center fires that persisted until January 2002. More than half of the area's residents moved away permanently from the community after the adjacent World Trade Center towers collapsed and spread toxic dust, debris, and smoke. Gateway Plaza's 600 building, Hudson View East, and Parc Place (now Rector Square) were punctured by airplane parts. The Winter Garden and other portions of the World Financial Center were severely damaged. Environmental concerns regarding dust from the Trade Center are a continuing source of concern for many residents, scientists, and elected officials. Since the attacks, the damage has been repaired. Temporarily reduced rents and government subsidies helped restore residential occupancy in the years following the attacks.

After September 11, 2001, residents of Battery Park City and Tribeca[image: External link] formed the TriBattery Pops Tom Goodkind Conductor[image: External link] in response to the events of the attacks. The “Pops” have been Grammy[image: External link]-nominated and are the first lower Manhattan all-volunteer community band in a century.

Since then, real estate development in the area has continued robustly. Commercial development includes the 2,100,000-square-foot (200,000 m2) 200 West Street[image: External link], the Goldman Sachs[image: External link] global headquarters, which began construction in 2005 and opened for occupancy in October 2009.[32] 200 West Street is seeking gold-level certification under the United States Green Building Council[image: External link]’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design[image: External link] (LEED) program by incorporating various water and energy conservation features. Several residential projects are underway, including LEED buildings which cater to the environmentally conscious.
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  Ownership and maintenance




Battery Park City is owned and managed by the Hugh L. Carey Battery Park City Authority (BPCA), a Class A public-benefit corporation[image: External link] created by New York State in 1968 to redevelop outmoded and deteriorated piers, a project that has involved reclaiming the land[image: External link], replanning the area and facilitating new construction of a mixed commercial and residential community.[33] It has operated under the authority of the Urban Development Corporation[image: External link].[34] Its mission is "to plan, create, co-ordinate and maintain a balanced community of commercial[image: External link], residential[image: External link], retail[image: External link], and park[image: External link] space within its designated 92-acre site on the lower west side[image: External link] of Manhattan[image: External link]" in New York City.[35] The authority's board is composed of seven uncompensated members who are appointed by the governor[image: External link] and who serve six-year terms.[36] The BPCA is invested with substantial powers: it can acquire, hold and dispose of real property[image: External link], enter into lease agreements[image: External link], borrow money and issue debt[image: External link], and manage the project.[37] Like other public benefit corporations, the BPCA is exempt from property taxes[image: External link] and has the ability to issue tax exempt bonds[image: External link].[38]

Under the 1989 agreement between the BPCA and the City of New York, $600 million was transferred by the BPCA to the city. Charles J. Urstadt, the first Chairman and CEO of the BPCA, noted in an August 19, 2007 op-ed piece in the New York Post[image: External link] that the aggregate figure of funds transferred to the City of New York is above $1.4 billion, with the BPCA continuing to contribute $200 million a year.

Excess revenue from the area was to be contributed to other housing efforts, typically low-income projects in the Bronx[image: External link] and Harlem[image: External link]. Much of this funding has historically been diverted to general city expenses, under section 3.d of the 1989 agreement. However, in July 2006, Mayor Michael Bloomberg[image: External link], Governor George Pataki[image: External link], and Comptroller William C. Thompson, Jr.[image: External link] announced the final approval for the New York City Housing Trust Fund derived from $130 million in Battery Park City revenues. The fund aimed to preserve or create 4,300 units of low- and moderate-income housing by 2009.[39] It also provided seed financing for the New York Acquisition Fund, a $230 million initiative that aims to serve as a catalyst for the construction and preservation of more than 30,000 units of affordable housing citywide by 2016. The Acquisition Fund has since established itself as a model for similar funds in cities and states across the country.[40]
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 Demographics




As of the 2000 census, there were 7,951 people residing in Battery Park City. The population density was 41,032 people per square mile (15,855/km²). The racial makeup of the neighborhood was 75% White[image: External link], 17.93% Asian[image: External link], 0.04% Pacific Islander[image: External link], 2.97% African American[image: External link], 0.06% Native American[image: External link], 1.58% from other races[image: External link], and 2.42% from two or more races. 5.32% of the population were Hispanic[image: External link] of any race. 27.7% of the population was foreign born, 51.8% came from Asia, 30.8% from Europe, 8.2% from Latin America and 9.2% from other (mostly Canada).

As of 2007, about 10,000 people live in Battery Park City, most of whom are upper middle class[image: External link] and upper class[image: External link] (54.0% of households have incomes over $100,000). When fully built out, the neighborhood is projected to have 14,000 residents.[41] The population history is as follows:


	1980: -

	1990: 5,574

	2000: 7,951

	2010: 13,386
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 Cultural heritage




A largely Arab-American[image: External link] neighborhood existed adjacent to what is today southeastern Battery Park City from the late 1880s[42] to the 1940s. "Little Syria[image: External link]" encompassed Washington Street[image: External link] from Battery Park to Rector Street.[42] It declined as a neighborhood as the inhabitants became successful and moved to other areas, especially Atlantic Avenue[image: External link] in Brooklyn[image: External link],[43] and disappeared almost entirely when a great deal of lower Washington Street was demolished to make way for entrance ramps to the Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel[image: External link], which opened in 1950.[44][45] The overwhelming majority of the residents were Arabic-speaking Christians[image: External link], Melkite[image: External link] and Maronite[image: External link] immigrants from present-day Syria[image: External link] and Lebanon[image: External link] who settled in the area in the late 19th century, escaping religious persecution[image: External link] and poverty in their homelands – which were then under control of the Ottoman Empire[image: External link] – and answering the call of American missionaries[image: External link] to escape their difficulties by traveling to New York City.[44]

However, many other ethnic groups had lived in this diverse neighborhood, including Greeks, Turks, Armenians, Slovaks, Poles, Hungarians, Lithuanians, Ukrainians, Czechs, and Irish.

A long-standing reminder of the ethnic past was the former St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church[image: External link], which was destroyed in the September 11 attacks[image: External link]. An additional historic church, St. George's Syrian Catholic Church[image: External link], still stands at 103 Washington Street.
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 Buildings
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 Residential




The first residential building in Battery Park City, Gateway Plaza, was completed in 1983.[1] As of 2010, the population of the area was 13,386. Some of the more prominent residential buildings include:


	
Millennium Point, a 449-foot (137 m), 38-story skyscraper[image: External link] built from 1999 to 2001.[46] It occupies the street addresses 25–39 Battery Place.[47] However, due to the September 11 attacks[image: External link] which hit the nearby World Trade Center[image: External link], opening of Millennium Point was delayed until January 2002.[47] The building won the 2001 Silver Emporis Skyscraper Award[image: External link].[46] The tower section contains 113 luxury condominiums.[47] The wider, lower 12 floors are occupied by a 5-star hotel, The Ritz-Carlton[image: External link] Battery Park. The hotel has 298 rooms, including 44 suites, with the largest suite spanning 200 square metres (2,150 sq ft) in area.[47] The Skyscraper Museum[image: External link] occupies a small space on the first floor of the building. A restaurant is located on the 14th floor.

	
The Solaire, the first green[image: External link] residential building in the United States, as well as the first residential high-rise building in New York City to be certified by the U.S. Green Building Council.[48] Designed by Pelli Clarke Pelli[image: External link] and completed in 2003, it has been described as an "environmentally-progressive residential tower".[49] The Solaire is located at 20 River Terrace. The developer received funding from the State of New York, which was somewhat controversial as the developer was only required to agree to set aside 10% of the units as "affordable housing" or "moderate income", rather than the usual 80:20 agreement. When the building opened, rents ranged from roughly $2,500 to $9,001 depending on the size of the unit. The building has been rated LEED[image: External link] Platinum. The energy conserving building design is 35% more energy-efficient than code requires, resulting in a 67% lower electricity demand during peak hours, resulting in, among other benefits, lower electric bills for residents, photovoltaic panels converting sunlight to electricity, and a computerized building management system and environmentally responsible operating and maintenance practices.



Other residential condominiums include:[50]



	Battery Pointe, 300 Rector Place

	Cove Club, 2 South End Avenue

	Hudson Tower, 350 Albany Street

	Hudson View East, 250 South End Avenue

	Hudson View West, 300 Albany Street

	Liberty Court, 200 Rector Place

	Liberty Green, 300 North End Avenue

	Liberty House, 377 Rector Place

	Liberty Luxe, 200 North End Avenue

	Liberty Terrace, 380 Rector Place

	Liberty View, 99 Battery Place

	Millennium Tower Residences, 30 West Street

	The Regatta, 21 South End Avenue

	Ritz Carlton Residence, 10 West Street

	Riverhouse, One Rockefeller Park

	Soundings, 280 Rector Place

	The Visionaire, 70 Little West Street

	1 Rector Park





Other residential apartments include:[51]



	22 River Terrace

	Gateway Plaza, 375 South End Avenue

	The Hallmark, 455 North End Avenue

	Rector Square, 225 Rector Place

	River Watch, 70 Battery Place

	The Solaire, 20 River Terrace

	South Cove Plaza, 50 Battery Place

	Tribeca Bridge Tower, 450 North End Avenue

	Tribeca Green, 325 North End Avenue

	Tribeca Park, 400 Chambers Street

	Tribeca Pointe, River Terrace

	The Verdesian, 211 North End Avenue
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 Office




Battery Park City, which is mainly residential, also has a few office buildings. The seven buildings in the Brookfield Place complex, as well as 200 West Street, are the neighborhood's only office buildings.
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  Brookfield Place complex




Main article: Brookfield Place (New York City)[image: External link]


Located in the middle of Battery Park City and overlooking the Hudson River[image: External link], Brookfield Place, designed by César Pelli[image: External link] and owned mostly by Toronto[image: External link]-based Brookfield Office Properties[image: External link], has been home to offices of various major companies, including Merrill Lynch[image: External link], RBC Capital Markets[image: External link], Nomura Group[image: External link], American Express[image: External link] and Brookfield Asset Management[image: External link], among others. Brookfield Place also serves as the United States headquarters for Brookfield Office Properties[image: External link], which has its headquarters located in 200 Vesey Street[image: External link].[52][53] Brookfield Place also has its own zip code[image: External link], 10281.

Brookfield Place's ground floor and portions of the second floor are occupied by a mall; its center point is a steel-and-glass atrium known as the Winter Garden[image: External link]. Outside of the Winter Garden lies a sizeable yacht[image: External link] harbor on the Hudson known as North Cove.

The building's original developer was Olympia and York[image: External link] of Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]. It used to be named the World Financial Center, but in 2014, the complex was given its current name following the completion of extensive renovations. The World Financial Center complex was built by Olympia and York[image: External link] between 1982 and 1988; it was damaged in the September 11 attacks but later repaired. It has six constituent buildings – 200 Liberty Street[image: External link], 225 Liberty Street[image: External link], 200 Vesey Street[image: External link], 250 Vesey Street[image: External link], the Winter Garden Atrium, and One North End Avenue (a.k.a. the New York Mercantile Exchange[image: External link] building).
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 200 West Street




Main article: 200 West Street[image: External link]


200 West Street is the location of the global headquarters of Goldman Sachs[image: External link], an investment banking[image: External link] firm. A 749-foot-tall (228 m), 44-story building located on the west side of West Street[image: External link] between Vesey[image: External link] and Murray Streets, it is north of Brookfield Place and the Conrad Hotels[image: External link], across the street from the Verizon Building[image: External link], and diagonally opposite the World Trade Center[image: External link]. It is distinctive for being the only office building in the northern section of Battery Park City.[54] It started construction in 2005 and opened in 2009.[55]
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 Crime




The area is patrolled by the NYPD[image: External link]'s 1st Precinct at 1 Ericsson Place in Tribeca[image: External link]; this area also covers the rest of western Downtown Manhattan, including Tribeca, World Trade Center[image: External link], Financial District[image: External link], and Hudson Square[image: External link], as well as Governors Island[image: External link]. The area is relatively calm, with no murders, 12 rapes, 68 robberies, 81 felony assaults, 171 burglaries, 1,051 grand larcenies, and 27 grand larcenies auto reported in the area in 2013.[56]
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 Transportation




Currently, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link] provides bus service to the area. As of October 2014, the M9[image: External link], M20[image: External link], M22[image: External link] bus lines service parts of Battery Park City, with the M15[image: External link], M15 SBS[image: External link] nearby at Battery Park.[57] Additionally, the Downtown Alliance provides a free bus service[58] that runs along North End Avenue and South End Avenue, connecting the various residential complexes with subway stations on the other side of West Street[image: External link].

There is currently no New York City Subway[image: External link] access in Battery Park City proper; however, the West Street pedestrian bridges[image: External link], as well as crosswalks across West Street, connect Battery Park City to subway stations and the PATH[image: External link] station in the nearby Financial District[image: External link]. A tunnel from Brookfield Place under West Street also provides access from Battery Park City to the World Trade Center[image: External link] PATH station. The Battery Park City Ferry Terminal[image: External link] is at the foot of Vesey Street[image: External link] opposite the New York Mercantile Exchange[image: External link] and provides ferry transportation to various points in New Jersey[image: External link].
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 Education
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 Schools




Battery Park City's schools include:


	P.S. 89[59]


	I.S. 289[60]


	P.S./I.S. 276 (Battery Park City School)[61]


	
Stuyvesant High School[image: External link], which moved into a new waterfront building in Battery Park City in 1992
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 Library




Battery Park City has a New York Public Library[image: External link] branch at 175 North End Avenue, designed by 1100 Architect[image: External link] and completed in 2010.[62] A 10,000-square-foot (930-square-metre), two-story library on the street level of a high-rise[image: External link] residential building,[62] it utilizes several sustainable design[image: External link] features, earning it LEED Gold certification[image: External link].[62]

Sustainability[image: External link] was a driving factor in the design of the library including use of an energy-efficient lighting system, maximization of natural lighting, and use of recycled materials.[63] 1100 Architect, in collaboration with Atelier Ten, an international team of environmental design[image: External link] consultants and building services engineers, designed the library’s energy-efficient lighting system.[64] The open plan[image: External link] layout and large use of glass allow for ample natural daylight year-round and low-energy LED[image: External link] light illuminates communal spaces.[65] Recycled materials are incorporated into the design including carpet made from re-purposed truck tires, floors made from reclaimed window frame wood, and furniture made from FSC-certified plywood and recycled steel.[66] Design features include a seemingly "floating" origami[image: External link]-style ceiling made up of triangular panels hung at varying angles and a padded reading nook fitted into the library's terrazzo[image: External link]-finished steel and concrete staircase.[62] The interior uses an easy-to-navigate layout with its three distinct spatial areas of entry area, first floor space, and mezzanine[image: External link] visually unified through the ceiling.[62]

The building also won the Interior Design, Best of Year Merit Award in 2011, followed by The National Terrazzo and Mosaic Association, Port Morris Tile and Marble Corporation Craftsmanship Award in 2011 and the Contract, Public Space Interiors Award in 2012.[62]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Parks and open spaces




More than one-third of the neighborhood is parkland.[1]

Some large open spaces and parks include:


	
Teardrop Park[image: External link] sits midblock, near the corner of Warren Street and River Terrace. Before construction, the site was empty and flat; part of the neighborhood's development plan, the park was designed in anticipation of four high residential towers on its west and east. Although a New York City public park, maintenance is overseen by the Battery Park City Parks Conservancy and the park was designed for the Battery Park City Authority. The park opened on September 30, 2004.[67] There is also a southern extension to this park.

	
Washington Street Plaza[image: External link], a pedestrian plaza[image: External link] on Washington Street[image: External link] between Carlisle and Albany Streets, opened on May 23, 2013.[68]




In addition, there are:[69]


	Community Ballfields, North End Avenue between Murray and Warren Streets

	The Esplanade, along the Hudson River[image: External link] from Stuyvesant High School to Battery Park

	Monsignor Kowsky Plaza, east of the Esplanade

	
Nelson A. Rockefeller[image: External link] State Park, north end of Battery Park City west of River Terrace

	North Cove, on the river between Liberty Street and Vesey Street.

	Oval Lawn, east of the Esplanade

	Rector Park, South End Avenue at Rector Place

	
Robert F. Wagner, Jr.[image: External link] Park, north of Battery Park off Battery Place

	South Cove, on the Esplanade, between First and Third Places

	West Thames Park, West Street between Albany and West Thames Streets

	World Financial Center Plaza, within Brookfield Place
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 Museums and memorials





	
Irish Hunger Memorial[image: External link], located on a 0.5-acre (0.20 ha) site[70] at Vesey Street and North End Avenue. It is dedicated to raising awareness of the Great Irish Famine[image: External link]. Construction began in March 2001, and the memorial was completed and dedicated on July 16, 2002.[71]


	
Museum of Jewish Heritage[image: External link], a memorial to those who died in the Holocaust[image: External link]


	
Skyscraper Museum[image: External link], an architecture[image: External link] museum in Millennium Point
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 Notable residents




Notable residents include:[72]


	
Tyra Banks[image: External link], TV personality, resident of 1 Rockefeller Park

	
Leonardo DiCaprio, actor, resident of 1 Rockefeller Park

	
Sacha Baron Cohen[image: External link], actor and comedian, former resident of 1 Rockefeller Park

	
Isla Fisher[image: External link], actress, former resident of 1 Rockefeller Park

	
Dave Gahan[image: External link], musician, resident of 1 Rockefeller Park

	
Kris Humphries[image: External link], basketball player, resident of Liberty Luxe
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Palm Springs, California






"Palm Springs" redirects here. For other uses, see Palm Springs (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Palm Springs is a desert resort city[image: External link] in Riverside County[image: External link], California, United States[image: External link], within the Coachella Valley[image: External link]. It is located approximately 55 mi (89 km) east of San Bernardino[image: External link], 107 mi (172 km) east of Los Angeles, 123 mi (198 km) northeast of San Diego[image: External link], and 268 mi (431 km) west of Phoenix, Arizona[image: External link]. The population was 44,552 as of the 2010 census[image: External link]. Palm Springs covers approximately 94 square miles (240 km2), making it the largest city in the county by land area.

Biking, golf, hiking, horseback riding, swimming, and tennis in the nearby desert and mountain areas are major forms of recreation in Palm Springs. The city is also famous for its mid-century modern architecture and design elements.[6]
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 Native American settlement




Archaeological research has shown that the Cahuilla people[image: External link] have lived in the area for the past 350–500 years. The Cahuilla name for the area was "Se-Khi" (boiling water). When the Agua Caliente Reservation[image: External link] was established by the United States government in 1896, the reservation land was composed of alternating sections[image: External link] (640 acres) of land laid out across the desert in a checkerboard pattern[image: External link]. The alternating non-reservation sections were granted to the Southern Pacific Railroad[image: External link] as an incentive to bring rail lines through the open desert[image: External link].

Presently the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians[image: External link] is composed of several smaller bands who live in the modern day Coachella Valley and San Gorgonio Pass[image: External link] areas. The Agua Caliente Reservation occupies 32,000 acres (13,000 ha), of which 6,700 acres (2,700 ha) lie within the city limits, making the Agua Caliente band the city's largest landowner. (Tribal enrollment is currently estimated at between 296 and 365 people.)[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Mexican explorers




As of 1821 Mexico[image: External link] was independent of Spain and in March 1823 the Mexican Monarchy[image: External link] ended. That same year (in December) Mexican diarist José María Estudillo[image: External link] and Brevet Captain José Romero were sent to find a route from Sonora[image: External link] to Alta California[image: External link]; on their expedition they first recorded the existence of "Agua Caliente" at Palm Springs, California.[7][8]:30 With the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link], the region was ceded[image: External link] to the United States in 1848.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Later 19th century
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 Early names and European settlers




One possible origin of palm in the place name comes from early Spanish explorers who referred to the area as La Palma de la Mano de Dios or "The Palm of God's hand".[9] The earliest use of the name "Palm Springs" is from United States Topographical Engineers[image: External link] who used the term in 1853 maps.[10] According to William Bright[image: External link], when the word "palm" appears in Californian place names, it usually refers to the native California fan palm, Washingtonia filifera[image: External link], which is abundant in the Palm Springs area.[11] Other early names were "Palmetto Spring" and "Big Palm Springs".[12]

The first European resident in Palm Springs itself was Jack Summers, who ran the stagecoach[image: External link] station on the Bradshaw Trail[image: External link] in 1862.[13]:44, 149 Fourteen years later (1876), the Southern Pacific railroad[image: External link] was laid 6 miles to the north, isolating the station.[13]:17 In 1880, local Indian Pedro Chino was selling parcels near the springs to William Van Slyke and Mathew Bryne in a series of questionable transactions; they in turn brought in W. R. Porter to help market their property through the "Palm City Land and Water Company".[8]:275 By 1885, when San Francisco[image: External link] attorney (later known as "Judge") John Guthrie McCallum began buying property in Palm Springs, the name was already in wide acceptance. The area was named "Palm Valley" when McCallum incorporated the "Palm Valley Land and Water Company" with partners O.C. Miller, H.C. Campbell, and James Adams, M.D.[8]:280[14][15]
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McCallum, who had brought his ill son to the dry climate for health, brought in irrigation advocate Dr. Oliver Wozencroft and engineer J. P. Lippincott to help construct a canal from the Whitewater River[image: External link] to fruit orchards on his property.[8]:276–9 He also asked Dr. Welwood Murray to establish a hotel across the street from his residence. Murray did so in 1886 (he later became a famous horticulturalist).[8]:280 The crops and irrigation systems suffered flooding in 1893 from record rainfall, and then an 11-year drought (1894–1905) caused further damage.[7]:40
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 20th century
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 Resort development




The city became a fashionable resort in the 1900s[16] when health tourists arrived with conditions that required dry heat. Because of the heat, however, the population dropped markedly in the summer months.[17] In 1906 naturalist and travel writer George Wharton James[image: External link]' two volume The Wonders of the Colorado Desert[image: External link] described Palm Springs as having "great charms and attractiveness"[18]:278–81 and included an account of his stay at Murray's hotel.[19] As James also described, Palm Springs was more comfortable in its microclimate[image: External link] because the area was covered in the shadow of Mount San Jacinto to the west[14] and in the winter the mountains block cold winds from the San Gorgonio pass.[20] Early illustrious visitors included John Muir[image: External link] and his daughters, U.S. Vice President Charles Fairbanks[image: External link], and Fanny Stevenson[image: External link], widow of Robert Louis Stevenson[image: External link]; still, Murray's hotel was closed in 1909 and torn down in 1954.[7]:45

Nellie N. Coffman and her physician husband Harry established The Desert Inn as a hotel and sanitarium in 1909.[21][22] It was expanded as a modern hotel in 1927 and continued on until 1967.[7]:Ch. 13[23][24] Coffman herself was a "driving force" in the city's tourism industry until her death in 1950.[25]

James' Wonders of the Colorado Desert was followed in 1920 by J. Smeaton Chase[image: External link]'s Our Araby: Palm Springs and the Garden of the Sun, which also served to promote the area.[26] In 1924 Pearl McCallum (daughter of Judge McCallum) returned to Palm Springs and built the Oasis Hotel with her husband Austin G. McManus; the Modern/Art Deco resort was designed by Lloyd Wright[image: External link] and featured a 40-foot tower.[7]:68–9[27]

The next major hotel was the El Mirador, a large and luxurious resort that attracted the biggest movie stars; opening in 1927, its prominent feature was a 68-foot tall Renaissance style tower.[7]:Ch. 23[28] Silent film star Fritzi Ridgeway[image: External link]'s 100-room Hotel del Tahquitz was built in 1929, next to the "Fool's Folly" mansion built by Chicago heiress Lois Kellogg.[29] Golfing was available at the O'Donnell 9 hole course (1926) and the El Mirador (1929) course (see Golf below[image: External link]). Hollywood movie stars were attracted by the hot dry, sunny weather and seclusion – they built homes and estates in the Warm Sands, The Mesa, and Historic Tennis Club neighborhoods (see Neighborhoods below[image: External link]). About 20,000 visitors came to the area in 1922.[30]

Palm Springs became popular with movie stars[image: External link] in the 1930s[31] and estate building expanded into the Movie Colony neighborhoods, Tahquitz River Estates, and Las Palmas neighborhoods. Actors Charles Farrell[image: External link] and Ralph Bellamy[image: External link] opened the Racquet Club[image: External link] in 1934[7]:Ch. 25[32][33] and Pearl McCallum opened the Tennis Club in 1937.[27] Nightclubs were set up as well, with Al Wertheimer opening The Dunes outside of Palm Springs in 1934[7]:254 and the Chi Chi nightclub opening in 1936.[34][35] Besides the gambling available at the Dunes Club, other casinos included The 139 Club and The Cove Club outside of the city.[36][37] Southern California's first self-contained shopping center was established in Palm Springs as the Plaza Shopping Center in 1936.[38]



	Pre-World War II Coachella Valley Resorts and Hotels



	Name
	City
	Year Established
	Year Closed/Demolished
	Notes and references[39]



	Agua Caliente Bathhouse
	Palm Springs
	1880s
	Present day
	Commercial use since the 1880s; bathhouse constructed 1916; site is now the Agua Caliente Spa Resort Casino, built in 1963[40]:171



	Southern Pacific Indio depot
	Indio
	1880s
	Burned down in 1966
	Contained a "rough resort/hotel"[41][42]:12



	Hotel and tent houses
	Palm Springs
	1910s
	Unknown
	Operated by David Manley Blanchard (tent houses in late 1800s)[40]



	Hotel Indio
	Indio
	1925
	2004 (Burned)
	Opened by E.R. Cooper; had 60 rooms (40 with baths)



	La Quinta Hotel
	La Quinta
	1927
	Present day
	Built by William Morgan; designed by Gordon Kaufmann[image: External link]; now the La Quinta Resort and Club[image: External link]



	Goff Hotel
	Palm Springs
	1928 (circa)
	—
	[43]



	Pepper Tree Inn
	Palm Springs
	1924
	—
	Also described as the Dr. Reid's Sanitarium/Matthews-Andrea-Pepper Tree Inn[44]



	Ramona Hotel
	Palm Springs
	1910s
	—
	Renamed in 1921 as the Palm Springs Hotel by the Foldesy family, although not related to original Palm Spring Hotel[45]



	Sunshine Court
	Palm Springs
	1920s
	2000s (Razed)
	Built by Dr. J. J. Crocker and used by golfers at the O'Donnell Golf Club[45]



	Hotel La Palma
	Palm Springs
	1910s
	—
	Depicted on Palm Canyon Drive in late teens/early 1920s;[42]:118 later became the El Ray Hotel, and then razed when Chi Chi nightclub was built in 1936[40]:143, 166



	The Orchid Tree Inn
	Palm Springs
	1934
	Present day
	45 rooms[7]:247



	Estrella Resort and Spa
	Palm Springs
	1933
	Present day
	Now the Viceroy Palm Springs; 74 rooms[7]:247



	Ingleside Inn
	Palm Springs
	1935
	Present day
	Original estate built in the 1920s; operated as the Ingleside Inn by Ruth Hardy; now operated by Mel Haber[image: External link]



	Palm Springs Tennis Club
	Palm Springs
	1937
	Present day
	Area is now the Tennis Club Condominiums[45]



	La Bella Villas
	Palm Springs
	1939
	Present day
	Six Southwest-style villas[7]:247



	Desert Hot Springs Mineral Bathhouse
	Desert Hot Springs
	1941
	Demolished
	Developed by L.W. & Lillian T. Coffee; burned in 1947 and rebuilt[46][47]



	The Oasis Hotel
	Palm Springs
	1925
	Present day
	Built on grounds owned by the late John Gutherie McCallum; concrete structure designed by Lloyd Wright[image: External link][48]



	Hotel del Tahquitz
	Palm Springs
	1929
	1958
	Built by movie star Fritzi Ridgeway[image: External link]; had 100 rooms



	Deep Well Guest Ranch
	Palm Springs
	1929
	1948
	Operated by Frank and Melba Bennet; converted to housing development[7]:148[49]



	Smoke Tree Ranch
	Palm Springs
	1925
	—
	[45]



	Monte Vista Apartments
	Palm Springs
	1921
	2005
	Operated as a hotel by John and Freda Miller, and then their sons, Frank and John.[30]



	El Mirador Hotel
	Palm Springs
	1927
	(Converted)
	Had 200+ rooms; went bankrupt in 1930, bought by new owners; taken over as US Army Torney General Hospital in 1942;[50] reopened as hotel in 1952; became the Desert Regional Medical Center in 1972



	The Desert Inn
	Palm Springs
	1909
	1967
	Built by Nellie Coffman; originally a tent-house resort and sanitarium,[51] developed into 35 buildings and bungalows; owned by actress Marion Davies[image: External link] from 1955 to 1960; original building demolished in 1960; officially closed in 1953.[44] Child actress Shirley Temple[image: External link] was a frequent and publicized guest.[52]



	Colonial House[image: External link]
	Palm Springs
	1936
	Present day
	With 56 rooms, was built by Purple Gang[image: External link] member Al Wertheimer with a reputed speakeasy and brothel; once known as the Howard Manor; now the Colony Palms Hotel



	Welwood Murray's Palm Springs Hotel
	Palm Springs
	1886
	1909
	Demolished in 1954[53]
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 World War II




When the United States entered World War II, Palm Springs and the Coachella Valley were important in the war effort. The original airfield near Palm Springs became a staging area for the Air Corps Ferrying Command[image: External link]'s 21st Ferrying Group[image: External link] in November 1941 and a new airfield was built ½ mile from the old site. The new airfield,[43]:43 designated Palm Springs Army Airfield,[54] was completed in early 1942. Personnel from the Air Transport Command 560th Army Air Forces Base Unit stayed at the La Paz Guest Ranch and training was conducted at the airfield by the 72nd and 73rd Ferrying Squadrons. Later training was provided by the IV Fighter Command[image: External link] 459th Base Headquarters and Air Base Squadron.

Eight months before Pearl Harbor Day, the El Mirador Hotel was fully booked and adding new facilities.[55] After the war started, the U.S. government bought the hotel from owner Warren Phinney for $750,000[56] and converted it into the Torney General Hospital,[57] with Italian prisoners of war serving as kitchen help and orderlies in 1944 and 1945.[44] Through the war it was staffed with 1,500 personnel and treated some 19,000 patients.[33]:55

General Patton's Desert Training Center[image: External link] encompassed the entire region, with its headquarters in Camp Young at the Chiriaco Summit[image: External link] and an equipment depot maintained by the 66th Ordnance in present-day Palm Desert[image: External link].[43]:40
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 Post World War II




Architectural modernists flourished with commissions from the stars, using the city to explore architectural innovations, new artistic venues, and an exotic back-to-the-land experiences. Inventive architects designed unique vacation houses, such as steel houses with prefabricated panels and folding roofs, a glass-and-steel house in a boulder-strewn landscape, and a carousel house that turned to avoid the sun's glare.[58]

In 1946 Richard Neutra[image: External link] designed the Edgar and Liliane Kaufmann House[image: External link]. A modernist classic, this mostly glass residence incorporated the latest technological advances in building materials, using natural lighting and floating planes and flowing space for proportion and detail.[59] In recent years an energetic preservation program has protected and enhanced many classic buildings.

Culver (2010) argues that Palm Springs architecture became the model for mass-produced suburban housing, especially in the Southwest. This "Desert Modern" style was a high-end architectural style featuring open-design plans, wall-to-wall carpeting, air-conditioning, swimming pools, and very large windows. As Culver concludes, "While environmentalists might condemn desert modern, the masses would not. Here, it seemed, were houses that fully merged inside and outside, providing spaces for that essential component of Californian—and indeed middle-class American—life: leisure. While not everyone could have a Neutra masterpiece, many families could adopt aspects of Palm Springs modern."[60]

Hollywood values permeated the resort as it combined celebrity, health, new wealth, and sex. As Culver (2010) explains: "The bohemian sexual and marital mores already apparent in Hollywood intersected with the resort atmosphere of Palm Springs, and this new, more open sexuality would gradually appear elsewhere in national tourist culture."[60] During this period, the city government, stimulated by real estate developers systematically removed and excluded poor people and Indians.[61][62]

Palm Springs was pictured by the French photographer Robert Doisneau[image: External link] in November 1960 as part of an assignment for Fortune[image: External link][63] on the construction of golf courses[image: External link] in this particularly dry and hot area of the Colorado desert. Doisneau submitted around 300 slides following his ten-day stay depicting the lifestyle of wealthy retirees and Hollywood[image: External link] stars in the 1960s. At the time, Palm Springs counted just 19 courses, which had grown to 125 by 2010.[64]
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 Year-round living




Similar to the pre-war era, Palm Springs remained popular with the rich and famous of Hollywood, as well as retirees and Canadian tourists.[65] Between 1947 and 1965, the Alexander Construction Company[image: External link] built some 2,200 houses in Palm Springs effectively doubling its housing capacity.

As the 1970s drew to a close, increasing numbers of retirees moved to the Coachella Valley. As a result, Palm Springs began to evolve from a virtual ghost town in the summer to a year-round community. Businesses and hotels that used to close for the months of July and August instead remained open all summer. As commerce grew, so too did the number of families with children.

The recession of 1973–1975[image: External link] affected Palm Springs as many of the wealthy residents had to cut back on their spending.[66] Later in the 1970s numerous Chicago mobsters invested $50 million in the Palm Springs area, buying houses, land, and businesses.[67] While Palm Springs faced competition from the desert cities to the east in the later 1980s,[68] it has continued to prosper into the 21st century.[69]
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 Spring break




Since the early 1950s[70] the city had been a popular spring break[image: External link] resort. Glamorized as a destination in the 1963 movie Palm Springs Weekend[image: External link],[71] the number of visitors grew and at times the gatherings had problems. In 1969 an estimated 15,000 people had gathered for a concert at the Palm Springs Angel Stadium and 300 were arrested for drunkenness or disturbing the peace.[72] In the 1980s 10,000+ college students would visit the city and form crowds and parties – and another rampage occurred in 1986[73] when Palm Springs Police in riot gear had to put down the rowdy crowd.[74] In 1990, due to complaints by residents, mayor Sonny Bono[image: External link] and the city council closed the city's Palm Canyon Drive to Spring Breakers and the downtown businesses lost money normally filled by the tourists.[75]
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 Today




Tourism is a major factor in the city's economy with 1.6 million visitors in 2011.[30] The city has over 130 hotels and resorts, numerous bed and breakfasts[image: External link] and over 100 restaurants and dining spots.[76]

Following the recession of the late 2000s/early 2010s, Palm Springs is revitalizing its Downtown or "the Village". Rebuilding started with the demolition of the Bank of America building in January 2012, with the Desert Fashion Plaza scheduled for demolition later in 2012.[77]

The movement behind Mid-Century modern[image: External link] architecture (1950s/60s era) in Palm Springs is backed by architecture enthusiasts, artistic designers and local historians to preserve many of Central Palm Springs' buildings and houses of famous celebrities, businessmen and politicians.
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 Geography and environment




Palm Springs is located at 33°49′26″N 116°31′49″W[image: External link] (33.823990, −116.530339) in the Sonoran Desert[image: External link]. According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the city has a total area of 95.0 square miles (246 km2), of which 94.1 square miles (244 km2) is land and 0.9 square miles (2.3 km2) (1%) is water. Located in the Coachella Valley desert region, Palm Springs is sheltered by the San Bernardino Mountains[image: External link] to the north, the Santa Rosa Mountains[image: External link] to the south, by the San Jacinto Mountains to the west and by the Little San Bernardino Mountains[image: External link] to the east.
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 Climate




Palm Springs has a hot desert climate[image: External link], with over 300 days of sunshine and around 4.83 inches (122.7 mm) of rain annually.[78] The winter months are warm, with a majority of days reaching 70 °F (21 °C) and in January and February days often see temperatures of 80 °F (27 °C) and on occasion reach over 90 °F (32 °C), while, on average, there are 17 nights annually dipping to or below 40 °F (4 °C);[78] freezing temperatures occur in less than half of years. The lowest temperature recorded is 19 °F (−7 °C), on January 22, 1937.[79] Summer often sees daytime temperatures above 110 °F (43 °C) coupled with warm overnight lows remaining above 80 °F (27 °C). The mean annual temperature is 74.6 °F (23.7 °C). There are 180 days with a high reaching 90 °F (32 °C), and 100 °F (38 °C) can be seen on 116 days.[78] The highest temperature on record in Palm Springs is 123 °F (51 °C), most recently achieved on July 28 and 29, 1995.[80]



	Climate data for Palm Springs Fire Station 2, California (1981–2010 normals)



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	95

(35)
	99

(37)
	104

(40)
	112

(44)
	116

(47)
	122

(50)
	123

(51)
	123

(51)
	121

(49)
	116

(47)
	102

(39)
	93

(34)
	123

(51)



	Average high °F (°C)
	70.8

(21.6)
	74.0

(23.3)
	80.4

(26.9)
	87.7

(30.9)
	95.7

(35.4)
	103.7

(39.8)
	108.1

(42.3)
	107.3

(41.8)
	101.9

(38.8)
	91.2

(32.9)
	78.5

(25.8)
	69.2

(20.7)
	89.0

(31.7)



	Average low °F (°C)
	45.4

(7.4)
	48.0

(8.9)
	52.2

(11.2)
	57.4

(14.1)
	64.3

(17.9)
	70.8

(21.6)
	77.5

(25.3)
	77.6

(25.3)
	71.9

(22.2)
	62.3

(16.8)
	51.6

(10.9)
	44.1

(6.7)
	60.3

(15.7)



	Record low °F (°C)
	19

(−7)
	24

(−4)
	29

(−2)
	34

(1)
	36

(2)
	44

(7)
	54

(12)
	52

(11)
	46

(8)
	30

(−1)
	23

(−5)
	23

(−5)
	19

(−7)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	1.15

(29.2)
	1.11

(28.2)
	0.53

(13.5)
	0.06

(1.5)
	0.02

(0.5)
	0.02

(0.5)
	0.13

(3.3)
	0.29

(7.4)
	0.23

(5.8)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.32

(8.1)
	0.87

(22.1)
	4.97

(126.2)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	3.1
	3.2
	1.6
	0.6
	0.2
	0
	0.6
	0.9
	0.8
	0.7
	0.8
	1.9
	14.4



	Source: NOAA (extremes 1917–present)[79]
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 Ecology




The locale features a variety of native Low Desert[image: External link] flora and fauna. A notable tree occurring in the wild and under cultivation is the California Fan Palm, Washingtonia filifera[image: External link].[81]
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 Neighborhoods




The City of Palm Springs has developed a program to identify distinctive neighborhoods in the community.[82] Of the 33 neighborhoods,[83] 7 have historical and cultural significance.[84]
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 Movie Colony neighborhoods




The Movie Colony is just east of Palm Canyon Drive.[85] The Movie Colony East neighborhood extends further east from the Ruth Hardy Park.[86] These areas started growing in the 1930s as Hollywood movie stars built their smaller getaways from their Los Angeles area estates. Bob Hope, Frank Sinatra, Estée Lauder, and Bing Crosby built homes in these neighborhoods.
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 El Rancho Vista Estates




In the 1960s, Robert Fey built 70 homes designed by Donald Wexler and Ric Harrison in the El Rancho Vista Estates.[87] Noted residents included Jack LaLanne and comic Andy Dick.
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 Warm Sands




Historic homes in the Warm Sands area date from the 1920s and many were built from adobe.[88] It also includes small resorts and the Ramon Mobile Home Park. Noted residents have included screenwriter Walter Koch, artist Paul Grimm, activist Cleve Jones and actor Wesley Eure.
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 The Mesa




The Mesa started off as a gated community developed in the 1920s near the Indian Canyons.[89] Noted residents have included King Gillette, Zane Grey, Clark Gable, Carole Lombard, Suzanne Somers, Herman Wouk, Henry Fernandez, Barry Manilow and Trina Turk. Distinctive homes include Wexler's "butterfly houses" and the "Streamline Moderne Ship of the Desert".[90]
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 Tahquitz River Estates




Some of the homes in this neighborhood date from the 1930s. The area was owned by Pearl McCallum McManus and she started building homes in the neighborhood after World War II ended. Dr. William Scholl (Dr. Scholl's foot products) owned a 10-acre estate here. Today the neighborhood is the largest neighborhood organization with 600 homes and businesses within its boundaries.[91]
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 Sunmor Estates




During World War II, the original Sunmor Estates area was the western portion the Palm Springs Army Airfield.[92] Homes here were developed by Robert Higgins and the Alexander Construction Company. Actor and former mayor Frank Bogert bought his home for $16,000 and lived there for more than 50 years.
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 Historic Tennis Club




Impoverished artist Carl Eytel[image: External link] first set up his cabin on what would become the Tennis Club in 1937. Another artist in the neighborhood, who built his Moroccan-style "Dar Marrac" estate in 1924, was Gordon Coutts.[93] Other estates include Samuel Untermyer[image: External link]'s Mediterranean style villa (now The Willows Historic Palm Springs Inn),[94] the Casa Cody Inn, built by Harriet and Harold William Cody (cousin of Buffalo Bill Cody[image: External link]) and the Ingleside Inn,[95] built in the 1920s by the Humphrey Birge family. The neighborhood now has about 400 homes, condos, apartments, inns and restaurants.[96]
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 Las Palmas neighborhoods




To the west of Palm Canyon Drive are the Vista Las Palmas,[97] Old Las Palmas, and Little Tuscany neighborhoods.[98] These areas also feature distinctive homes and celebrity estates.
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 Racquet Club Estates




Historic Racquet Club Estates, located north of Vista Chino, is home to over five hundred mid-century modern homes from the Alexander Construction Company. "Meiselman" homes, and the famed Wexler steel homes (having Class One historic designation) are also prominent in the area.[99] Racquet Club Estates was Palm Springs' first middle income neighborhood.
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 Deepwell Estates




Deepwell Estates, the eastern portion of the square mile defined by South/East Palm Canyon, Mesquite, and Sunrise, contains around 370 homes, including notable homes architecturally and of celebrity figures. Among the celebrities who lived in the neighborhood are Jerry Lewis, Loretta Young, Liberace, and William Holden.[100][101]
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 Demographics
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 2010






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1940[image: External link]
	3,434
	
	—



	1950[image: External link]
	7,660
	
	123.1%



	1960[image: External link]
	13,468
	
	75.8%



	1970[image: External link]
	20,936
	
	55.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	32,359
	
	54.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	40,181
	
	24.2%



	2000[image: External link]
	42,807
	
	6.5%



	2010[image: External link]
	44,552
	
	4.1%



	Est. 2016
	47,689
	[102]
	7.0%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[103]






The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][104] reported that Palm Springs had a population of 44,552. The population density[image: External link] was 469.1 people per square mile (181.1/km²). The racial makeup of Palm Springs was 33,720 (75.7%) White[image: External link] (63.6% Non-Hispanic White),[5] 1,982 (4.4%) African American[image: External link], 467 (1.0%) Native American[image: External link], 1,971 (4.4%) Asian[image: External link], 71 (0.2%) Pacific Islander[image: External link], 4,949 (11.1%) from other races[image: External link], and 1,392 (3.1%) from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 11,286 persons (25.3%).

The Census reported that 44,013 people (98.8% of the population) lived in households, 343 (0.8%) lived in non-institutionalized group quarters, and 196 (0.4%) were institutionalized.

There were 22,746 households, out of which 3,337 (14.7%) had children under the age of 18 living in them, 5,812 (25.6%) were opposite-sex married couples[image: External link] living together, 1,985 (8.7%) had a female householder with no husband present, 868 (3.8%) had a male householder with no wife present. There were 1,031 (4.5%) unmarried opposite-sex partnerships[image: External link], and 2,307 (10.1%) same-sex married couples or partnerships[image: External link]. 10,006 households (44.0%) were made up of individuals and 4,295 (18.9%) had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 1.93. There were 8,665 families[image: External link] (38.1% of all households); the average family size was 2.82.

The population was spread out with 6,125 people (13.7%) under the age of 18, 2,572 people (5.8%) aged 18 to 24, 8,625 people (19.4%) aged 25 to 44, 15,419 people (34.6%) aged 45 to 64, and 11,811 people (26.5%) who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 51.6 years. For every 100 females there were 129.3 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 133.8 males.

There were 34,794 housing units at an average density of 366.3 per square mile (141.4/km²), of which 13,349 (58.7%) were owner-occupied, and 9,397 (41.3%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 6.7%; the rental vacancy rate was 15.5%. 24,948 people (56.0% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 19,065 people (42.8%) lived in rental housing units.

During 2009–2013, Palm Springs had a median household income of $45,198, with 18.2% of the population living below the federal poverty line.[5]
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 2000




As of the census[image: External link][105] of 2000, there were 42,807 people, 20,516 households, and 9,457 families residing in the city. The population density[image: External link] was 454.2 people per square mile (175.4/km2). There were 30,823 housing units at an average density of 327.0 per square mile (126.3/km2). The racial makeup of the city was 78.3% White[image: External link], 3.9% African American[image: External link], 0.9% Native American[image: External link], 3.8% Asian[image: External link], 0.1% Pacific Islander[image: External link], 9.8% from other races[image: External link], and 3.1% from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 23.7% of the population.

There were 20,516 out of which 16.3% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 34.0% were married couples[image: External link] living together, 8.5% had a female householder with no husband present, and 53.9% were non-families. 41.6% of all households were made up of individuals and 18.3% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.1 and the average family size was 2.9.

In the city, the population was spread out with 17.0% under the age of 18, 6.1% from 18 to 24, 24.2% from 25 to 44, 26.4% from 45 to 64, and 26.2% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 47 years. For every 100 females there were 107.8 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 107.4 males.

The median income[image: External link] for a household in the city was $35,973 and the median income for a family was $45,318. Males had a median income of $33,999 versus $27,461 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city was $25,957. About 11.2% of families and 15.1% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 28.2% of those under age 18 and 6.8% of those age 65 or over.
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 Same-sex couples




Palm Springs has one of the highest concentration of same-sex couples of any community in the United States.[106][107] In the city, 7.2% of households belong to a same-sex couple compared to the national average of 1%. Palm Springs has the fifth-highest percentage of same-sex households in the nation.[106]:27 Former mayor Ron Oden[image: External link] estimated that about a third of Palm Springs is gay.[108] Over various times, the city has catered to LGBT tourists.[109] Palm Springs is host to the Greater Palm Springs Pride Celebration. This celebration, held every year in November, includes events such as the Palm Springs Pride Golf Classic, the Stonewall Equality Concert, and a Broadway in Drag Pageant. The city also held same sex wedding ceremonies at the iconic 'Forever Marilyn' statue located downtown, before its relocation in 2014.
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 Economy




Though celebrities still retreat to Palm Springs, many today establish residences in other areas of the Coachella Valley. The city's economy now relies on tourism[image: External link], and local government is largely supported by related retail sales taxes and the TOT (transient occupancy tax). It is a city of numerous festivals, conventions, and international events including the Palm Springs International Film Festival.

The world's largest rotating aerial tramcars[110] (cable cars) can be found at the Palm Springs Aerial Tramway[image: External link]. These cars, built by Von Roll Tramways[image: External link],[110] ascend from Chino Canyon[image: External link] two-and-a-half miles up a steep incline to the station at 8,516 feet (2,596 m). The San Jacinto Wilderness[image: External link] is accessible from the top of the tram[image: External link] and there is a restaurant with notable views.

The Palm Springs Convention Center[image: External link] underwent a multimillion-dollar expansion and renovation under Mayor Will Kleindienst. The City Council Sub-Committee of Mayor Kleindienst and City Council Member Chris Mills selected Fentress Bradburn Architects[image: External link][111] from Denver, Colorado[image: External link] for the redesign.

Numerous hotels, restaurants and attractions cater to tourists, while shoppers can find a variety of high-end boutiques in downtown and uptown Palm Springs. The city is home to 20 clothing-optional resorts including many catering to gay men.[112]
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 Notable businesses





	
Ace Hotel & Swim Club[image: External link] – a renovated mid-20th century motel.[113]


	
Bird Medical Technologies[image: External link][114]


	
Colony Palms Hotel[image: External link] – opened in 1936 as The Colonial House by Las Vegas casino owner Al Wertheimer.

	
Raven Productions[image: External link] – a television production company based in Palm Springs.

	
Hello Paradise[image: External link] – a weekly television magazine about the Palm Springs area produced by Raven.

	
Earth Trek[image: External link] – a travel and adventure program produced by Raven.
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 Arts and culture
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 Annual cultural events





	The Palm Springs International Film Festival[image: External link] and Palm Springs International Festival of Short Films[image: External link] ("ShortFest") present movie star-filled, red-carpet affairs in January and June respectively.

	Modernism Week, in February, is an 11-day event featuring mid-century modern architecture through films, lectures, tours and its Modernism Show & Sale. A four-day Modernism Week Preview is held in mid-October.[115]




The Palm Springs Black History Committee celebrates Black History Month[image: External link] with a parade and town fair every February.[116]


	
Agua Caliente Cultural Museum[image: External link] presents its annual Festival of Native Film & Culture[117] at the Camelot Theaters in central Palm Springs.

	The Club Skirts Dinah Shore Weekend[image: External link], known as "The Dinah",[14] is a LGBT event billed as the "Largest Girl Party in the World" held each March.

	A circuit[image: External link] White Party[image: External link] is held in April, attracting 10,000 visitors.[14][118]


	The Arthur Lyons Film Noir[image: External link] Festival,[119] co-sponsored by the Palm Springs Cultural Center,[120] is held in May with screenings at the Camelot Theater.

	Palm Springs Desert Resorts Restaurant Week is held every June, featuring 10 days of dining at over 100 restaurants in the Coachella Valley.[121]


	The Caballeros, a gay men's chorus[image: External link] and member of GALA Choruses[image: External link], has presented concerts since 1999.[122]




The following three parades, held on Palm Canyon Drive, were created by former Mayor Will Kleindienst:


	Palm Springs Annual Homecoming Parade[image: External link] is held on the Wednesday prior to the Friday night Palm Springs High School[image: External link] Homecoming Game.[123]


	The city sponsors a Veterans Day[image: External link] parade, concert and fireworks display since 1996.[124] It is one of 54 US Department of Veterans Affairs[image: External link] designated Regional Sites[125] for the national observance of Veterans Day.[126]


	Since 1992 the Palm Springs Festival of Lights Parade[image: External link] is held on the first Saturday of December.[127]
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 Ongoing cultural events




For many years, The Fabulous Palm Springs Follies[image: External link] was a stage-show at the historic Plaza Theatre[image: External link] featuring performers over the age of 55. Still Kicking: The Fabulous Palm Springs Follies[image: External link] is a 1997 Mel Damski[image: External link] short documentary film about the Follies. The Palm Springs Follies closed for good after the 2013-14 season.[128]

Starting in 2004, the city worked with downtown businesses to develop the weekly Palm Springs VillageFest. The downtown street fair has been a regular Thursday evening event, drawing tourists and locals alike to Palm Canyon Drive to stroll amid the food and craft vendors.[129]

Events related to films and film-craft are sponsored by the Desert Film Society[image: External link].[130]
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 Public art




The city council has established a 7-member commission to promote art in the city.[131] The commission has sponsored several notable public art projects in the city, including:[132]


	
"Red Echo"[image: External link] (2010) by Konstantin Demopoulos. Ramon Road and Gene Autry Trail

	
"Male Figure of Balzac"[image: External link] (2009) by Christopher Georgesco. Palm Canyon Blvd. and Andreas Road

	
"Gene Autry, America's Favorite Singing Cowboy"[image: External link] (2007) by DeL'Esprie

	
"Squeeze"[image: External link] (2007) by John Clement. 538 N. Palm Canyon Drive

	
"Agua Caliente Women"[image: External link] (1994) by Doug Hyde, corner of Tahquitz and Indian Canyon Way

	"A Personal History of Palm Springs" by Tony Berlant[image: External link] diptych mural[image: External link], Convention Center lobby

	"The Batter" by Bill Arms, Baseball stadium

	"Standing Woman" by Felipe Castaneda, Palm Canyon in front of the Historical Society

	"Flight" by Damian Priour, entrance to Bird Medical Technologies on Gene Autry Drive

	"Daimaru XII" by Michael Todd. Convention Center; on lease from the Palm Springs Art Museum

	"Lucy Ricardo" by Emmanuil Snitkovsky. Tahquitz Canyon at Palm Canyon

	"Desert Highland Mural Project" by Richard Wyatt. Desert Highland Unity Center, Tramview Road

	"Desert Reflections" by Phill Evans. City Dog Park

	"Nines and Elevens" by James Jared Taylor III. Demuth Park

	"Charlie Farrell" by George Montgomery. Palm Springs International Airport

	"Rainmaker" by David Morris. Fountain, Frances Stevens Park

	"Lawn Chair" by Blue McRight. Pepper Tree Inn

	"Whirlwind" by Gary Slater. Ruth Hardy Park

	"Wave Rhythms" by John Mishler. Sunrise Park
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 Museums and other points of interest





	
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians[image: External link]

	
Agua Caliente Cultural Museum[image: External link][133] (presently located downtown at the Village Green)

	Indian Canyons (Palm Canyon,[134] Andreas Canyon, Murray Canyon)[135]


	
Tahquitz Canyon[image: External link],[136] wildlife area and one-time staging place for the outdoor "Desert Plays" in the 1920s[137]


	
Agua Caliente Casino[image: External link] in Rancho Mirage

	Spa Resort Casino, which is based on the original hot springs of the town[138]






	
Forever Marilyn[image: External link] sculpture by Seward Johnson[image: External link] in downtown Palm Springs[139] (presently in New Jersey for a Seward Johnson exhibition)

	Moorten Botanical Garden and Cactarium[image: External link]

	Palm Springs Historical Society Museums[140] (and Village Green[141])

	
Miss Cornelia White's "Little House"[image: External link] (railroad ties[image: External link] from the defunct Palmdale Railroad[image: External link] were used to build the house)

	The McCallum Adobe – the oldest remaining building, built in 1884

	Ruddy's General Store Museum – a 1930s general store[142]






	
Palm Springs Air Museum[image: External link] – located at the Palm Springs International Airport

	
Palm Springs Art Museum[image: External link] – originally developed as the Desert Museum

	Annenberg Theater[143]






	Palm Springs Walk of Stars[image: External link]

	
San Jacinto Mountains[image: External link]

	
Cactus to Clouds Trail[image: External link] – leads from the Art Museum to San Jacinto Peak[image: External link]


	Mount San Jacinto State Park[image: External link]

	Palm Springs Aerial Tramway[image: External link]

	Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument[image: External link]





	Children's Discovery Museum of the Desert – in Rancho Mirage[image: External link][144]


	
Living Desert Zoo and Gardens[image: External link] – in Palm Desert

	
Joshua Tree National Park[image: External link]

	Little San Bernardino Mountains[image: External link]







Numerous galleries and studios are located in the city and region.[145] The California Art Club[image: External link] has a chapter in Palm Springs.[146] The Desert Art Center of Coachella Valley was established in Palm Springs in 1950.[147]


	Delos Van Earle's[148] "Jungle Red" (Warm Sands neighborhood)[149]
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 Sports
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 Baseball




Palm Springs is home to the Palm Springs POWER[image: External link], a semi-pro collegiate league baseball team composed of college all-stars of the Southern California Collegiate Baseball Association[image: External link]. It has a winter league baseball team, the POWER winter team and Palm Springs Chill[image: External link] of the California Winter League (2010)[image: External link] consists of 12 other teams as of 2016. The League plays its games in Palm Springs Stadium[image: External link] and also in the baseball field in nearby Palm Springs High School[image: External link].

The Palm Springs stadium was once the spring training site of the Major League Baseball[image: External link] California Angels (now the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim[image: External link]) of the American League[image: External link] from 1961 to 1993. The stadium also hosted spring training of the Oakland A's[image: External link] and Chicago White Sox[image: External link], and the 1950s minor league Seattle Rainiers[image: External link] of the Pacific Coast League[image: External link] also trained there.
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 Tennis




The Palm Springs area features a number of sporting events including the BNP Paribas Open[image: External link], one of the most significant tennis events in the world, after the four Grand Slam tournaments.

The Easter Bowl, sponsored by the United States Tennis Association[image: External link][150] for Juniors has been held in the Palm Springs area in 2008, 2009, and 2010.[151]
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 Golf




With more golf courses than any other region in California, Coachella Valley is the most popular golf vacation destination in California. Early golf courses in Palm Springs were the O'Donnell Golf Club (built by oil magnate Thomas A. O'Donnell[image: External link])[152] and the El Mirador Hotel course, both of which opened in the 1920s.[7]:120 After the Cochran-Odlum (Indio) and Shadow Mountain pitch and putt[image: External link] courses were built after World II, the first 18-hole golf course in the area was the Thunderbird Country Club, established 1951 in Rancho Mirage.[153][154] Thunderbird was designed by golf course architects Lawrence Hughes and Johnny Dawson[image: External link][155] and in 1955[image: External link] it hosted the 11th Ryder Cup[image: External link] championship.

In the 1970s the area had over 40 courses and in 2001 the 100th course was opened.[7]:121 The area is also home to the PGA Tour[image: External link]'s Humana Challenge[image: External link] in partnership with the Clinton Foundation[image: External link] (formerly the Bob Hope Chrysler Classic), the LPGA's ANA Inspiration[image: External link] and the Canadian Tour[image: External link]'s Desert Dunes Classic.[156]
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 Soccer




The Palm Springs AYSO Region 80 plays in Section 1H of the American Youth Soccer Organization[image: External link].[157][158]
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 American football




The Desert Fire Cats[image: External link] women's football team plays in Palm Springs. They were scheduled to play in the Independent Women's Football League[image: External link] in 2011, but the team's season was cancelled and they moved to play as an affiliate team in the Women's Spring Football League[image: External link].
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 Parks and recreation





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 City parks






	City parks include:[159]

	Baristo Park

	DeMuth Park

	Desert Healthcare (Wellness) Park

	James O. Jessie Desert Highland Unity Center[160]


	Dog Park (behind city hall)[161]


	Frances Stevens Park

	Ruth Hardy Park

	Sunrise Park

	Victoria Park
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 Recreation





	The Palm Springs Desert Ice Palace ice skating rink opened in nearby Cathedral City in October 2011.[162][163]


	
Boomers![image: External link] is a family entertainment center[image: External link] in Cathedral City.[164]


	A city skatepark[image: External link] was designed after the noted Nude Bowl[image: External link].[165]


	
CNL Financial Group[image: External link] operates the Wet'n'Wild Palm Springs[image: External link] water park in the summer. (Formerly operated as Knott's Soak City[image: External link] by Cedar Fair Entertainment Company[image: External link].)



In 1931 the Desert Riders was established.[166] Starting off as a social organization for the cream of Palm Springs society, the group sponsors horseback riding and trail building for equestrians, hikers, and bicyclists.[167] The Desert Riders were also significant in providing combination chuckwagon[image: External link] meals and rides through nearby canyons to hotel guests as Palm Springs developed its tourist industry.[168]
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 Government
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 City




See also: List of Mayors of Palm Springs, California[image: External link]


Business owners in the village first established a Palm Springs Board of Trade in 1918, followed by a chamber of commerce[image: External link]; the City itself was established by election in 1938[40][169] and converted to a charter city[image: External link], with a charter adopted by the voters in 1994.[170]

Presently the city has a council-manager type government[image: External link], with a five-person city council that hires a city manager[image: External link] and city attorney[image: External link]. The mayor is directly elected and serves a four-year term. The other four council members also serve four-year terms, with staggered elections. The city is considered a full-service city, in that it staffs and manages its own police and fire departments including parks and recreation programs, public library,[171] sewer system and wastewater treatment plant, international airport, and planning and building services.

The city government is a member of the Southern California Association of Governments[image: External link].[172]

The current mayor is Robert Moon, elected in 2015. Mr. Moon is the City's third openly gay[image: External link] mayor in the city's history. Palm Springs' longest-tenured mayor was Frank Bogert[image: External link] (1958–66 and 1982–88), but the best-known mayor in the city's history was Sonny Bono[image: External link]. Bono served from 1988 to 1992 and was eventually elected to the U.S. Congress.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 County




Palm Springs is in Supervisorial District 4 of Riverside County[image: External link] represented by John J. Benoit[image: External link].[173]

In the 1980s a plan for a new county was proposed for eastern Riverside County. The proposed Cahuilla County, California[image: External link] was not adopted.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 State




In the California State Legislature[image: External link], Palm Springs is in the 28th Senate District[image: External link], represented by Republican[image: External link] Jeff Stone[image: External link], and in the 42nd Assembly District[image: External link], represented by Republican[image: External link] Chad Mayes[image: External link].[174]
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 Federal




In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], Palm Springs is in California's 36th congressional district[image: External link], represented by Democrat[image: External link] Raul Ruiz[image: External link].[175]
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 Public schools




Public education in Palm Springs is under the jurisdiction of the Palm Springs Unified School District[image: External link], an independent district with five board members.[176] The Palm Springs High School[image: External link][177] is the oldest school in the district, built in 1938. Originally it was a K–12 school in 1920s and had the College of the Desert[image: External link] campus from 1958 to 1964. The Raymond Cree Middle School[178] opened in 1967.

Elementary schools in Palm Springs include:[179]


	Cahuilla Elementary School

	Cielo Vista Charter School

	Katherine Finchy Elementary School[180] (received a U.S. Department of Education[image: External link] National Blue Ribbon[image: External link] award in 2011[181])

	Vista del Monte Elementary School



Alternative education[image: External link] is provided by the Ramon Alternative Center.[182]
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Private schools in Palm Springs and nearby communities include Desert Chapel Christian School ( K-12[image: External link]), Desert Adventist Academy (K–8), Sacred Heart School (PS-8), St. Theresa (PreK–8), King's School – formerly known as Palm Valley School (K–8), Desert Christian (K–12), Marywood-Palm Valley School, and The Academy.

In 2006 the Roman Catholic Diocese of San Bernardino[image: External link] built the Xavier College Preparatory High School[image: External link][183] in Palm Desert.
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 Post-secondary education




The Desert Community College District, headquartered with its main campus, College of the Desert[image: External link], is located in Palm Desert. California State University, San Bernardino[image: External link] and University of California, Riverside[image: External link] used to have satellite campuses available within the College of the Desert campus, but now have their own buildings in Palm Desert.

Private post-secondary education institutions include Brandman University[image: External link] (branch in Palm Desert),[184] California Desert Trial Academy College of Law (in Indio),[185] Kaplan College[image: External link] (Palm Springs),[186] University of Phoenix[image: External link] (Palm Desert),[187] Mayfield College (Cathedral City),[188] and California Nurses Educational Institute (Palm Springs).[189]
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 Radio and television




Further information: List of television stations in California § LPTV stations[image: External link]


Palm Springs is the 144th largest TV market as defined by AC Nielsen[image: External link]. The Palm Springs DMA[image: External link] is unique among TV markets as it is entirely located within only a small portion of Riverside County. Also, while most areas received their first local television stations during the 1950s, Palm Springs did not receive its first TV stations until October 1968 when stations KPLM-TV (now KESQ) and KMIR-TV debuted. Prior to that time, Palm Springs was served by TV stations from the Los Angeles market, which were carried on the local cable system that began operations in the 1950s and which predated the emergence of local broadcast stations by more than a decade.

TV stations serving the Palm Springs and Coachella Valley area include:


	
KESQ-TV[image: External link] ABC, Channel 42 (Channel 3 on cable)

	
KMIR-TV[image: External link] NBC[image: External link], Channel 36 (Channel 13 on cable)

	
KPSP-CD[image: External link] CBS[image: External link], Channel 38 (Channel 2 on cable)



The CW[image: External link], Fox[image: External link], MyNetworkTV[image: External link], PBS[image: External link] and other networks are covered by low power TV stations in the market.

Additionally, Palm Springs and the surrounding area are served by AM and FM radio stations including the following:



	KCLB-FM[image: External link]

	KCOD[image: External link]

	KCRI[image: External link]

	KCWQ-LP[image: External link]

	KDES-FM[image: External link]

	KDGL[image: External link]

	KESQ (AM)[image: External link]

	KEZN[image: External link]

	KGAM (AM)[image: External link]

	KHCS[image: External link]

	KHCV[image: External link]

	KKGX[image: External link]

	KKUU[image: External link]

	KLOB[image: External link]

	KMRJ[image: External link]

	KNWZ/KNWQ[image: External link]

	KPLM[image: External link]

	KPSC (FM)[image: External link]

	KPSH[image: External link]

	KPSI-FM[image: External link]

	KRCK-FM[image: External link]

	KRHQ[image: External link]

	KSUT[image: External link]

	KUNA-FM[image: External link]

	KVGH[image: External link]

	KVLA-FM[image: External link]

	KWXY[image: External link]

	KXPS[image: External link]
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 Newspapers and magazines





	
The Desert Sun[image: External link] is the local daily newspaper serving Palm Springs and the Coachella Valley region.

	
Desert Magazine[image: External link] is a monthly lifestyle magazine delivered to 40,000 homes.

	The Desert Star Weekly[image: External link] (formerly the Desert Valley Star) is published in Desert Hot Springs.

	The Desert Daily Guide[190] is a weekly LGBT periodical.[191]


	
Palm Springs Life is a monthly magazine; it also has publications on El Paseo Drive[image: External link] shopping in Palm Desert, desert area entertainment, homes, health, culture and arts, golf, plus annual issues on weddings and dining out.[192]


	The Palm Springs Villager[193] was published in the early 20th century until 1959.[194]


	The Palm Canyon Times[image: External link] was published from 1993–1996.

	The Desert Post Weekly – Cathedral City.[195]


	
The Public Record – Palm Desert, is a business and public affairs weekly.[196]
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 Libraries




The city's library was started in 1924 and financed by Martha Hitchcock. It expanded in 1940 on land donated to the newly incorporated city by Dr. Welwood Murray and was financed through the efforts of Thomas O'Donnell[image: External link].[197] The present site now operates as a branch library, research library for the Palm Springs Historical Society, and tourism office for the Palm Springs Bureau of Tourism.[198]
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 Transportation




One of the first transportation routes for Palm Springs was on the Bradshaw Trail[image: External link], an historic overland stage coach[image: External link] route from San Bernardino[image: External link] to La Paz, Arizona[image: External link]. The Bradshaw Trail operated from 1862 to 1877. In 1870s the Southern Pacific Railroad[image: External link] expanded its lines into the Coachella Valley.[199]

Modern transportation services include:


	
Palm Springs International Airport[image: External link] serves Palm Springs and the Coachella Valley.

	Historical note: during World War II it was operated as the Palm Springs Army Airfield[image: External link].





	
SunLine Transit Agency[image: External link] provides bus service[image: External link] in the Coachella Valley.

	
Morongo Basin Transit Authority[image: External link] provides bus service to and from Morongo Basin[image: External link] communities.

	
Amtrak[image: External link]'s Sunset Limited[image: External link] and Texas Eagle[image: External link] form a single train which stops thrice weekly at the Palm Springs Amtrak station[image: External link].

	Amtrak's Thruway Motorcoach[image: External link] connects Palm Springs to Bakersfield, Claremont, Indio, La Crescenta, Ontario, Pasadena, Riverside and San Bernardino.[200] A city curbside Thruway bus stop is located at 3400 East Tahquitz Canyon Way.[201]


	Historical note: the Southern Pacific Railroad[image: External link] Argonaut[image: External link] served Palm Springs from 1926 to 1961.[citation needed[image: External link]]






	
Greyhound Bus Lines[image: External link] has a stop (no ticketing) at the Palm Springs Amtrak station.[202]




Highways include:


	
SR 111[image: External link] – California State Route 111[image: External link], which intersects the city.

	
I-10[image: External link] – Interstate 10[image: External link] runs north of the city.

	
SR 74[image: External link] – The Pines to Palms Scenic Byway[image: External link] (California State Route 74) runs from the coast, over the San Jacinto Mountains to nearby Palm Desert.

	
SR 62[image: External link] – California State Route 62[image: External link] (a Blue Star Memorial Highway[image: External link]) intersects I-10 north-west of the city and runs north to San Bernardino County and the Colorado River.
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 Cemeteries




In 1890, the Jane Augustine Patencio Cemetery[image: External link][203] was established on Tahquitz Way with the burial of Jane Augustine Patencio.[44] It is maintained by the Agua Caliente Tribe.

The Welwood Murray Cemetery[204] was started by hotel operator Welwood Murray in 1894 when his son died.[7]:46[205] It is maintained by the Palm Springs Cemetery District,[206] which also maintains the Desert Memorial Park[image: External link] in Cathedral City.

Also in Cathedral City is the Forest Lawn Cemetery[image: External link], maintained by Forest Lawn Memorial-Parks & Mortuaries[image: External link].
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 Notable people




Main article: List of people from Palm Springs, California[image: External link]


Over 300 Palm Springs residents have been recognized on the Palm Springs Walk of Stars[image: External link].
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 Modern architecture




Main article: Mid-Century modern § Mid-Century modern in Palm Springs[image: External link]


Besides its tradition of mid-century modern architecture, Palm Springs and the region features numerous noted architects. Other (non-Mid-Century Modern) include[207] Edward H. Fickett[image: External link], Haralamb H. Georgescu[image: External link], Howard Lapham[image: External link], and Karim Rashid[image: External link].[208]
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 Palm Springs in popular culture




Main article: Palm Springs in popular culture[image: External link]


See also: List of films and TV series set in Palm Springs, California[image: External link] and List of films shot in Palm Springs, California[image: External link]


The Palm Springs area has been a filming location[image: External link], topical setting[image: External link], and storyline subject[image: External link] for many films, television shows, and literature.
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 See also





	
Leonore Annenberg[image: External link] and Walter Annenberg[image: External link] – Rancho Mirage residents involved in Palm Springs activities. Their Sunnylands[image: External link] estate hosted many dignitaries and celebrities.

	
History of the Jews in the U.S. – Palm Springs[image: External link] – for information about the Jewish community in Palm Springs.

	
Pumilia novaceki[image: External link] – an extinct iguanid[image: External link] from the Palm Springs area.

	
United States cities by crime rate (40,000 – 60,000)[image: External link] – for a comparative table on crime rates in Palm Springs
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List of awards and nominations received by Leonardo DiCaprio






American actor, Leonardo DiCaprio, has won 50 awards from 167 nominations, and was named runner-up for 4 of those nominations. He has been nominated for six Academy Awards, four British Academy Film Awards and nine Screen Actor Guild Awards[image: External link], winning one award each from them and three Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] from eleven nominations.

DiCaprio received three Young Artist Award nominations for his roles in television shows during the early 1990s—the soap opera Santa Barbara (1990), the dramedy Parenthood (1990), and the sitcom Growing Pains (1991). This was followed by his film debut in the direct-to-video feature Critters 3 (1991).[1] He played a mentally challenged boy in the drama What's Eating Gilbert Grape (1993), a role that earned him nominations for the Academy Award[image: External link] and Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link].[2] Three years later, he appeared in Romeo + Juliet, for which he earned a Best Actor[image: External link] award from the Berlin International Film Festival. DiCaprio featured opposite Kate Winslet[image: External link] in the romantic drama Titanic (1997), the highest-grossing film to that point.[3] For the film, he garnered the MTV Movie Award for Best Male Performance and his first Golden Globe Award for Best Actor nomination. For a role in The Beach, he was nominated in two categories at the 2000 Teen Choice Awards[image: External link], including Film – Choice Actor. However, the film also earned him a Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Actor nomination. DiCaprio was cast in the role of con-artist Frank Abagnale, Jr.[image: External link] in the crime drama Catch Me If You Can[image: External link], and starred in the historical drama Gangs of New York—films that earned him two nominations at the 2003 MTV Movie Awards[image: External link].

DiCaprio was nominated for his first Academy Award[image: External link], BAFTA Award and Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Actor for his role as Howard Hughes in the biographical drama The Aviator (2004); he also won a Golden Globe Award in the same category. For his next appearances—the crime drama The Departed (2006), the war thriller Blood Diamond (2006), the drama Revolutionary Road (2008) and the biographical drama J. Edgar (2011)—he garnered Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama nominations. DiCaprio earned nominations for the Saturn Award for Best Actor[image: External link] for his roles in the psychological thriller Shutter Island (2010) and the science fiction thriller Inception (2010). He co-produced and played stockbroker Jordan Belfort in The Wolf of Wall Street (2013), a role that earned him the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy. The film was nominated for several Academy Awards, including Best Picture[image: External link] and Best Actor, although it failed to win in any category. He won the Golden Globe Award, BAFTA Award, and Academy Award for Best Actor for his portrayal of Hugh Glass in the 2015 film The Revenant[image: External link].

AACTA Awards

The Australian Academy of Cinema and Television Arts Awards[image: External link] are presented annually by the Australian Academy of Cinema and Television Arts[image: External link] (AACTA) to recognize and honor achievements in the film and television industry.[4] DiCaprio has received two awards from four nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011[image: External link]
	J. Edgar
	Best International Actor
	Nominated
	[5]



	2013[image: External link]
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Nominated
	[6]



	The Great Gatsby
	Best Actor
	Won



	2016[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Best International Actor
	Won
	[7]




Academy Awards

The Academy Awards, or "Oscars", are a set of awards given annually for excellence of cinematic achievements. The awards, organized by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS), were first held in 1929 at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel[image: External link].[8] DiCaprio has received one award from six nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	1994[image: External link]
	What's Eating Gilbert Grape
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[9]



	2005[image: External link]
	The Aviator
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[10]



	2007[image: External link]
	Blood Diamond
	Nominated
	[11]



	2014[image: External link]
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Nominated
	[12]



	Best Picture[image: External link] (as producer)
	Nominated



	2016[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Best Actor
	Won
	[13]




Alliance of Women Film Journalists

A non-profit organization, the Alliance of Women Film Journalists[image: External link] was founded in 2006 to support women's work in the film industry.[14] DiCaprio has received one award from two nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2010
	Inception
	Unforgettable Moment (Shared with Ellen Page)
	Nominated
	[15]



	2016
	The Revenant
	Best Actor
	Won
	[16]




Austin Film Critics Association

The Austin Film Critics Association[image: External link], founded in 2005 by Cole Dabney and Bobby McCurdy, is an organization of professional film critics.[17] DiCaprio has received one award from two nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2007
	The Departed
	Best Actor
	Won
	[18]



	2015
	The Revenant
	Best Actor
	Nominated
	[19]




Australian Film Critics Association

The Australian Film Critics Association[image: External link] is a film critic organization, formed in 1996.[20] DiCaprio has been nominated once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2014
	The Great Gatsby
	Best Actor
	Nominated
	[21]




Berlin International Film Festival

Founded in West Berlin[image: External link] in 1951, the Berlin International Film Festival is celebrated annually in February.[22] DiCaprio has been awarded once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	1997[image: External link]
	Romeo + Juliet
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Won
	[23]




Blockbuster Entertainment Awards

First awarded in 1995, the Blockbuster Entertainment Awards[image: External link] ceremony was held annually and ended in 2001.[24] DiCaprio has been awarded twice.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	1997
	Romeo + Juliet
	Favorite Actor – Romance
	Won
	[25]



	1998
	Titanic
	Favorite Actor – Drama
	Won
	[26]




Boston Society of Film Critics

Formed in 1981, the Boston Society of Film Critics[image: External link] is an organization to award "commendations to the best of the year's films and filmmakers".[27] DiCaprio has been awarded three times.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2006[image: External link]
	The Departed
	Best Ensemble Cast
	Runner-up
	[28]



	2013[image: External link]
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Best Actor
	Runner-up
	[29]



	2015[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Best Actor
	Won
	[30]




British Academy Film Awards

The British Academy Film Award is an annual award show presented by the British Academy of Film and Television Arts[image: External link]. The awards were founded in 1947 as The British Film Academy, by David Lean[image: External link], Alexander Korda[image: External link], Carol Reed[image: External link], Charles Laughton, Roger Manvell[image: External link] and others.[31] DiCaprio has received one award from four nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2005[image: External link]
	The Aviator
	Best Actor in a Leading Role
	Nominated
	[32]



	2007[image: External link]
	The Departed
	Nominated
	[33]



	2014[image: External link]
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Nominated
	[34]



	2016[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Won
	[35]




Chicago Film Critics Association Awards

The Chicago Film Critics Association[image: External link] was founded in 1990 by Sharon LeMaire and Sue Kiner.[36] DiCaprio has won two awards from four nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	1993[image: External link]
	What's Eating Gilbert Grape?
	Emerging Actor
	Won
	[37]



	2006[image: External link]
	The Departed
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[28]



	2012[image: External link]
	Django Unchained
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[38]



	2015[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Won
	[39]




Critics' Choice Awards

The Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link] have been presented annually since 1995 by the Broadcast Film Critics Association[image: External link] for outstanding achievements in the film industry.[40] DiCaprio has received two awards from seven nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2005[image: External link]
	The Aviator
	Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[41]



	2007[image: External link]
	Blood Diamond
	Nominated
	[42]



	The Departed
	Nominated



	Best Performance by a Cast[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012[image: External link]
	J. Edgar
	Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role
	Nominated
	[43]



	2014[image: External link]
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Best Performance by an Actor in a Comedy[image: External link]
	Won
	[44]



	2016[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role
	Won
	[45]




Dallas–Fort Worth Film Critics Association Awards

The Dallas–Fort Worth Film Critics Association[image: External link] is an organization of radio, television, and internet journalists from Dallas–Fort Worth[image: External link]-based publications.[46] DiCaprio has received one award from five nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2004
	The Aviator
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[47]



	2006
	The Departed
	Nominated
	[48]



	Blood Diamond
	Nominated



	2013[image: External link]
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Nominated
	[49]



	2015[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Won
	[50]




Detroit Film Critics Society

Founded in 2007, the Detroit Film Critics Society[image: External link] is a film critic organization based in Detroit, Michigan.[51] DiCaprio has been nominated three times.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2008
	Revolutionary Road
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[52]



	2013
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Nominated
	[53]



	2015
	The Revenant
	Nominated
	[54]




Dorian Awards

The Dorian Awards[image: External link] are presented by the Gay and Lesbian Entertainment Critics Association (GALECA).[55] DiCaprio has been nominated twice.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012[image: External link]
	J. Edgar
	Film Performance of the Year
	Nominated
	[56]



	2014[image: External link]
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Nominated
	[57]



	2015[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Won
	[58]




Dublin Film Critics' Circle

The Dublin Film Critics' Circle[image: External link] is an Irish film critic association that have held awards since 2006.[59] DiCaprio has received one award from two nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2006
	The Departed
	Best Actor
	Won
	[60]



	2013
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Nominated
	[61]




Empire Awards

The Empire Awards[image: External link] is a British awards ceremony held annually to recognize cinematic achievements.[62] DiCaprio has received four nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2007[image: External link]
	The Departed
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[63]



	2011[image: External link]
	Inception
	Nominated
	[64]



	2014[image: External link]
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Nominated
	[65]



	2016[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Nominated
	[66]




Film Critics Circle of Australia

The Film Critics Circle of Australia[image: External link] is a group of film critics. In an annual event, the Circle gives awards to people in the film industry.[67] DiCaprio has been nominated once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2013
	The Great Gatsby
	Best Actor
	Nominated
	[68]




Golden Globe Awards

The Golden Globe Award is an accolade bestowed by the 93 members of the Hollywood Foreign Press Association[image: External link] (HFPA) recognizing excellence in film and television, both domestic and foreign.[69] DiCaprio has received three awards from eleven nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	1994[image: External link]
	What's Eating Gilbert Grape
	Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[70]



	1998[image: External link]
	Titanic
	Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama
	Nominated



	2003[image: External link]
	Catch Me If You Can
	Nominated
	[71]



	2005[image: External link]
	The Aviator
	Won
	[72]



	2007[image: External link]
	The Departed
	Nominated
	[73]



	Blood Diamond
	Nominated



	2009[image: External link]
	Revolutionary Road
	Nominated
	[74]



	2012[image: External link]
	J. Edgar
	Nominated
	[75]



	2013[image: External link]
	Django Unchained
	Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture
	Nominated
	[76]



	2014[image: External link]
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy
	Won
	[77]



	2016[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama
	Won
	[78]




Golden Raspberry Awards

The Golden Raspberry Awards[image: External link] are awarded in recognition of the worst in film.[79]



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	1998[image: External link]
	The Man in the Iron Mask
	Worst Screen Combo
	Won
	[79]



	2001[image: External link]
	The Beach
	Worst Actor
	Nominated




Hollywood Film Awards

The Hollywood Film Awards[image: External link] are held annually to recognize talent in the film industry.[80] DiCaprio has received one award.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2004
	The Aviator
	Actor of the Year
	Won
	[81]




Irish Film & Television Academy

The Irish Film & Television Academy[image: External link] Awards are presented annually to award best in films and television.[82] DiCaprio has received two awards from five nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2007[image: External link]
	The Departed
	Best International Actor
	Won
	[83]



	2011[image: External link]
	Inception
	Nominated
	[84]



	2012[image: External link]
	J. Edgar
	Nominated
	[85]



	2014[image: External link]
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Nominated
	[86]



	2016[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Won
	




London Film Critics Circle

The London Film Critics Circle[image: External link], founded in 1913, is an association for working British critics.[87] DiCaprio has received three nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2005[image: External link]
	The Aviator
	Actor of the Year[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[88]



	2014[image: External link]
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Nominated
	[89]



	2016[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Nominated
	[90]




Los Angeles Film Critics Association

Founded in 1975, the Los Angeles Film Critics Association[image: External link] is an organization of critics who present awards each January.[91] DiCaprio has received one award.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	1993
	What's Eating Gilbert Grape
	New Generation Award
	Won
	[92]




MTV Movie Awards

The MTV Movie Awards[image: External link] is an annual award show presented by MTV[image: External link] to honor outstanding achievements in films. Founded in 1992, the winners of the awards are decided online by the audience.[93] DiCaprio has received four awards from sixteen nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	1997[image: External link]
	Romeo + Juliet
	Best Kiss[image: External link] (shared with Claire Danes[image: External link])
	Nominated
	[94]



	Best On-Screen Duo[image: External link] (shared with Claire Danes)
	Nominated



	Best Male Performance
	Nominated



	1998[image: External link]
	Titanic
	Best Kiss (shared with Kate Winslet[image: External link])
	Nominated
	[95]



	Best Male Performance
	Won



	Best On-Screen Duo (shared with Kate Winslet)
	Nominated



	2003[image: External link]
	Gangs of New York
	Best Kiss (shared with Cameron Diaz)
	Nominated
	[96]



	Catch Me If You Can
	Best Male Performance
	Nominated



	2005[image: External link]
	The Aviator
	Won
	[97]



	2011[image: External link]
	Inception
	Best Jaw Dropping Moment[image: External link] (shared with Ellen Page)
	Nominated
	[98]



	2013[image: External link]
	Django Unchained
	Best Villain[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[99]



	Best On-Screen Duo (shared with Samuel L. Jackson)
	Nominated



	2014[image: External link]
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Best WTF Moment
	Won
	[100]



	2016[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Best Male Performance
	Won
	[101]



	Best Fight[image: External link] (Hugh Glass (Leonardo DiCaprio) vs. The Bear[image: External link])
	Nominated




National Board of Review

The National Board of Review[image: External link] was founded in 1909 in New York City to award "film, domestic and foreign, as both art and entertainment".[102] DiCaprio has received four awards.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	1994[image: External link]
	What's Eating Gilbert Grape
	Best Supporting Actor
	Won
	[103]



	2007[image: External link]
	The Departed
	Best Acting by an Ensemble[image: External link]
	Won
	[104]



	2013[image: External link]
	Django Unchained
	Best Supporting Actor
	Won
	[103]



	2014[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio (shared with Martin Scorsese)
	Career Collaboration
	Won
	[105]




National Society of Film Critics

The National Society of Film Critics[image: External link] is a film critic[image: External link] organization, founded in 1966.[106] DiCaprio been the runner-up for one award.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	1994[image: External link]
	What's Eating Gilbert Grape
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Runner-up
	[107]




New York Film Critics Circle

The New York Film Critics Circle[image: External link] is an organization of critics founded in 1935. They present awards annually in December.[108] DiCaprio has been the runner-up for one award.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	1994[image: External link]
	What's Eating Gilbert Grape
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Runner-up
	[109]




Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards

The Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link], also known as the Kids Choice Awards (KCAs), is an annual awards show that airs on the Nickelodeon[image: External link] cable channel[image: External link] that honors the year's biggest television[image: External link], movie[image: External link], and music[image: External link] acts, as voted by Nickelodeon viewers.[110] DiCaprio has received one award.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2009[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Big Green Help Award
	Won
	[111]




Online Film Critics Society

The Online Film Critics Society[image: External link] Awards is an annual event of an international professional association of film critics to award achievements in the film industry.[112] DiCaprio has received three nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2005[image: External link]
	The Aviator
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[113]



	2007[image: External link]
	The Departed
	Nominated
	[114]



	2015[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Nominated
	[115]




Palm Springs International Film Festival

Founded in 1989 in Palm Springs, California, the Palm Springs International Film Festival[image: External link] is held annually in January.[116] DiCaprio has been awarded once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2009
	Revolutionary Road
	Best Ensemble Cast
	Won
	[117]




People's Choice Awards

The People's Choice Awards[image: External link] is an American awards show recognizing the people and the work of popular culture[image: External link]. The show has been held annually since 1975 and is voted on by the general public.[118] DiCaprio has received one award from five nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2007[image: External link]
	The Departed
	Favorite On-Screen Match-Up[image: External link]

(shared with Matt Damon and Jack Nicholson)
	Nominated
	[119]



	2011[image: External link]
	Inception
	Favorite On-Screen Team[image: External link]

(shared with Tom Hardy, Ellen Page, Dileep Rao[image: External link], and Joseph Gordon-Levitt)
	Nominated
	[120]



	Favorite Movie Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2014[image: External link]
	The Great Gatsby
	Favorite Dramatic Movie Actor[image: External link]
	Won
	[121]



	Favorite Movie Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated




Rembrandt Awards

The Rembrandt Awards[image: External link] is an annual event held to award filmmakers and actors in several categories.[122] DiCaprio has received one award.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2014
	The Great Gatsby
	Beste Buitenlandse Acteur
	Won
	[122]




San Diego Film Critics Society

The San Diego Film Critics Society[image: External link], an organization of film reviewers in San Diego, was founded in 1996 to award films.[123] DiCaprio has received one award from two nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012[image: External link]
	Django Unchained
	Best Performance by an Ensemble[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[124]



	2015[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Won
	[125]




Santa Barbara International Film Festival

Founded in 1986, the Santa Barbara International Film Festival[image: External link] is an eleven-day film festival held in Santa Barbara, California.[126] DiCaprio has received two awards.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2013
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	American Riviera Award
	Won
	[127]



	2014
	Leonardo DiCaprio (shared with Martin Scorsese)
	Cinema Vanguard Award
	Won
	[128]




Satellite Awards

The Satellite Awards[image: External link] are a set of annual awards given by the International Press Academy.[129] DiCaprio has received two awards from nine nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	1998[image: External link]
	Titanic
	Best Actor – Motion Picture
	Nominated
	[130]



	2006[image: External link]
	Blood Diamond
	Nominated
	[131]



	The Departed
	Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture
	Won



	Best Cast – Motion Picture
	Won



	2008[image: External link]
	Revolutionary Road
	Best Actor – Motion Picture
	Nominated
	[132]



	2010[image: External link]
	Inception
	Nominated
	[133]



	2011[image: External link]
	J. Edgar
	Nominated
	[134]



	2014[image: External link]
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Nominated
	[135]



	2016[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Won
	[136]




Scream Awards

The Scream Awards[image: External link] are held annually to recognize films in the horror, science fiction, and fantasy genre.[137] DiCaprio has received one award from two nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2010[image: External link]
	Inception
	Best Science Fiction Actor
	Won
	[138]



	Shutter Island
	Best Horror Actor
	Nominated
	[139]




Saturn Awards

The Saturn Awards[image: External link] are presented annually by the Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy and Horror Films[image: External link] to honor science fiction, fantasy, and horror films, television and home video.[140] DiCaprio has been nominated three times.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011[image: External link]
	Shutter Island
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[141]



	Inception
	Nominated



	2015[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Nominated
	[142]




Screen Actors Guild Awards

The Screen Actors Guild Awards are organized by the Screen Actors Guild‐American Federation of Television and Radio Artists[image: External link]. First awarded in 1995, the awards aim to recognize excellent achievements in film and television.[143] DiCaprio has received one award from nine nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	1997[image: External link]
	Marvin's Room
	Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[144]



	1998[image: External link]
	Titanic
	Nominated
	[145]



	2005[image: External link]
	The Aviator
	Nominated
	[146]



	Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role
	Nominated



	2007[image: External link]
	The Departed
	Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture
	Nominated
	[147]



	Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Blood Diamond
	Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role
	Nominated



	2012[image: External link]
	J. Edgar
	Nominated
	[148]



	2016[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Won
	[149]




St. Louis Gateway Film Critics Association

The St. Louis Gateway Film Critics Association[image: External link], founded in 2004, is an organization of film critics operating in Greater St. Louis[image: External link].[150] DiCaprio received one award from four nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2007[image: External link]
	The Departed
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[151]



	Blood Diamond
	Nominated



	2008[image: External link]
	Revolutionary Road
	Nominated



	2015[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Won




Teen Choice Awards

The Teen Choice Awards[image: External link] is an annual awards show that airs on the Fox Network[image: External link]. The awards honor the year's biggest achievements in music[image: External link], movies[image: External link], sports[image: External link], television[image: External link], fashion[image: External link] and other categories, voted by teen viewers aged 13 to 19.[152] DiCaprio has received three awards from ten nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	1999[image: External link]
	Celebrity
	Film – Choice Hissy Fit
	Nominated
	[153]



	2000[image: External link]
	The Beach
	Film – Choice Actor
	Nominated
	[154]



	Film – Choice Chemistry (shared with Virginie Ledoyen[image: External link])
	Nominated



	2003[image: External link]
	Gangs of New York
	Choice Movie Liplock (shared with Cameron Diaz)
	Nominated
	[155]



	Catch Me If You Can
	Choice Movie Liar
	Won



	2005[image: External link]
	The Aviator
	Choice Movie Actor: Drama
	Nominated
	[156]



	2007[image: External link]
	The Departed and Blood Diamond
	Nominated
	[157]



	2010[image: External link]
	Shutter Island
	Choice Movie Actor: Horror/Thriller[image: External link]
	Won
	[158]



	2013[image: External link]
	The Great Gatsby
	Choice Movie Actor: Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[159]



	2016[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Won
	[160]




Vancouver Film Critics Circle

The Vancouver Film Critics Circle[image: External link] was founded by David Spaner and Ian Caddell in 2000.[161] DiCaprio has received two nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2007[image: External link]
	The Departed
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[162]



	2016
	The Revenant
	Nominated
	[163]




Visual Effects Society

The Visual Effects Society[image: External link] is an annual event to recognize "outstanding visual effects artistry and innovation worldwide in film, animation, television, commercials and video games and the VFX supervisors, VFX producers and hands-on-the-keys artists who bring this work to life".[164] DiCaprio has received one nomination.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2005[image: External link]
	The Aviator
	Outstanding Performance by an Actor or Actress in a Visual Effects Film
	Nominated
	[165]




Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association

The Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association[image: External link] is a group of film critics in Washington, founded in 2002.[166] DiCaprio has received one award from five nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2004[image: External link]
	The Aviator
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[167]



	2008[image: External link]
	Revolutionary Road
	Best Ensemble[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[168]



	2012[image: External link]
	Django Unchained
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[169]



	2013[image: External link]
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	Best Actor
	Nominated
	[170]



	2015
	The Revenant
	Best Actor
	Won
	[171]




Young Artist Awards

Presented by Young Artist Association[image: External link], a non-profit organization, the Young Artist Awards are held annually to honor young performers.[172] DiCaprio has received three nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	1991[image: External link]
	Santa Barbara
	Best Young Actor in a Daytime Series
	Nominated
	[173]



	Parenthood
	Best Young Actor Starring in a New Television Series
	Nominated



	1992[image: External link]
	Growing Pains[image: External link]
	Best Young Actor Co-starring in a Television Series
	Nominated
	[174]




Footnotes



	
^ Awards in certain categories do not have prior nominations and only winners are announced by the jury. For simplification and to avoid errors, each award in this list has been presumed to have had a prior nomination.
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Santa Barbara (TV series)






Santa Barbara is an American television[image: External link] soap opera[image: External link] that aired on NBC[image: External link] from July 30, 1984 to January 15, 1993. The show revolves around the eventful lives of the wealthy Capwell family of Santa Barbara, California[image: External link]. Other prominent families featured on the soap were the rival Lockridge family, and the more modest Andrade and Perkins families.

The serial was produced by Dobson Productions[image: External link] and New World Television[image: External link], which also served as distributor for the show in international markets. Santa Barbara was New World Television's first series. Due to the buyout of New World by (old) News Corporation[image: External link] in 1997, current rights to the series reside with the old News Corp's successor, 21st Century Fox[image: External link], and its syndication arm, 20th Television[image: External link].

Santa Barbara aired in the United States[image: External link] at 3:00 PM Eastern (2:00 PM Central) on NBC in the same time slot as General Hospital[image: External link] on ABC and Guiding Light[image: External link] on CBS[image: External link] and right after Another World[image: External link]. Santa Barbara aired in over 40 countries around the world.[2] It became the longest-running television series in Russia, being aired there from 1992 to 2002.[3] Santa Barbara won 24 Daytime Emmy Awards[image: External link] and was nominated 30 times for the same award. The show also won 18 Soap Opera Digest Awards[image: External link], and won various other awards.[4]

In 1993, NBC replaced Santa Barbara with game shows Scrabble[image: External link] and Scattergories[image: External link]. Shortly before the program was canceled by NBC, New World Television tried to shop Santa Barbara to other broadcast and cable networks, but failed to find one that would air the show.
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 Plot




Santa Barbara is notable for having a central plot around which many of the others revolve: the murder of Channing Capwell, Jr. This killing takes place five years before the series actually begins, at which point Joe Perkins[image: External link], jailed for the murder, is paroled and returns to Santa Barbara determined to prove his innocence and renew his relationship with Kelly Capwell, sister of the victim.[5] Over the course of the soap, almost every major character would be accused of the murder of Channing Capwell, Jr. or find his or her life involved in the incident in one way or another: from his illegitimate son to his mysterious, presumed-dead mother.
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 Production





As for whether Santa Barbara really is worse than the soaps that are doing well in the ratings, that's a tough call. On the surface it doesn't appear to be inferior to all those other daytime offerings designed for people with too much time to kill.

— Tom Shales[image: External link][6]



Santa Barbara began on an uneven footing, with one reviewer deeming the series "the worst program on television... maybe ever."[7] Mark Dawidziak[image: External link] claimed in August 1984 that Santa Barbara was "a serial full of hammy acting, predictable story lines and atrocious dialogue."[8] However, creators and executive producers Bridget and Jerome Dobson[image: External link] tightened the show's cast among a handful of popular characters and proceeded to kill off or write out weaker links and supporting characters via a natural disaster and the " Carnation[image: External link] Killer" serial killer storyline. The original plotline surrounded conflicts between the wealthy Capwell and Lockridge families. Stage legend and Oscar nominee Dame Judith Anderson[image: External link] received a great deal of publicity for headlining the cast as Lockridge matriarch, Minx, but other than a few attempts to give her a major storyline, she was rarely seen. When the Lockridges staged a comeback in the early 1990s, the much younger Broadway and movie veteran Janis Paige[image: External link] assumed the part. The soap showed promise with an early Alexis Carrington-style villainess, Augusta Lockridge (Louise Sorel[image: External link]), but even though critics praised her performance, her storyline was suddenly dropped and Sorel left the show. She would return later on a recurring basis and signed a contract when the Lockridges were written back in as regular characters.

When a major earthquake[image: External link] hit Santa Barbara,[9] core character Danny Andrade[image: External link] slept through the whole thing. Minx Lockridge[image: External link] was unfazed, saying that the 1984 Santa Barbara earthquake was nothing like the one in 1925[image: External link]. She was later locked in an empty sarcophagus[image: External link]. Luckily, her grandchildren were around to let her out and she escaped with merely a bruised ego.



	“
	We think of having succeeded since we are today the only soap whose ratings increase unceasingly. The others stagnate or lose televiewers. We just have now to gain the head of the group. We have to reach this objective in seven years. However, our first purpose remains to tell attractive stories with rich characters to give pleasure to our public. The only way to get it : to still work harder by saving this marvellous team spirit which already saved us.
	”



	— Bridget and Jerome Dobson[image: External link] [10]




By concentrating on such popular characters as Eden Capwell and Cruz Castillo[image: External link], C.C. Capwell[image: External link] and his wife Sophia[image: External link], Mason Capwell and Julia Wainwright Capwell, Gina Blake, Angela Raymond[image: External link] and Warren Lockridge[image: External link], and Augusta and Lionel Lockridge, the program managed to achieve critical acclaim as well as slowly but surely rising ratings. The show was famous for its comedic style and offbeat writing. For example, in the July 14, 1986 episode, former nun[image: External link] Mary Duvall McCormick (Harley Jane Kozak[image: External link]) was killed by a giant neon letter "C" (for "Capwell") atop the Capwell Hotel toppling on her while she was standing on the hotel roof during an argument (this was later referenced in the American Dad![image: External link] episode "Homeland Insecurity[image: External link]"[11]). Despite an irate letter-writing campaign by the show's fans (and an offer from the soap to come back), Kozak was reported as saying that she had "no desire to return to SB", or in fact, any other daytime soap. Another example from 1989 involved Greg Hughes (Paul Johansson[image: External link]) having a dream while unconscious about Mason and Julia being aliens and being taken to "The Capwell Zone".
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 Crew and cast changes




In 1988, the Dobsons were locked out of NBC[image: External link] studios after repeated attempts to fire the head writer. They sued, and were eventually allowed to return to the program, but ratings never recovered, even as the show won three Daytime Emmys in a row for Outstanding Drama Series.

Under new executive producer Jill Farren Phelps[image: External link]' tenure, most of the show revolved around Cruz and Eden. One controversial storyline involved Eden being brutally raped, and later discovering that her assailant was her gynecologist Zack Kelton, who had examined her after her rape. Leigh McCloskey, the actor who played the role, stated that he was uncomfortable with the storyline as he felt that women had enough concerns about visiting gynecologists. After Zack's death, McCloskey returned as a new character, District Attorney[image: External link] Ethan Asher.

Phelps left the series in the early 1990s shortly after being demoted and replaced by John Conboy[image: External link] as executive producer. Finally, Paul Rauch[image: External link] became the last executive producer (all three would later be producers on the long-running daytime series Guiding Light[image: External link]). Many important actors had left the series for one reason or another. Robin Wright[image: External link] was the first to leave, in 1988, to focus on her film career following the success of The Princess Bride[image: External link] the previous year. Later in 1988, Justin Deas[image: External link] left, followed by Lane Davies[image: External link] in 1989 and Marcy Walker[image: External link] in 1991. Popular actress Louise Sorel was fired in 1991 because she did not want to have a romance with Dash Nichols, the man who had raped Augusta's sister Julia. Eden, Cruz, and most of the Lockridges had been written out while new characters played by stars from other shows such as Kim Zimmer[image: External link], Jack Wagner[image: External link], and Sydney Penny[image: External link] took up most of the airtime. Nicolas Coster[image: External link] had returned after a 2 1/2 year absence but his character disappeared soon after as Coster could not come to terms over the lack of storyline he had gotten after such promise when he first came back. By the time Coster had resolved the issues and returned permanently, Louise Sorel was on her way out, and Lionel was paired in a romance with C.C.'s former wife, Gina.

Ratings continued to collapse as more and more affiliates dropped the program. Many affiliates began moving the show to earlier time periods, as early as 10 a.m and 1 p.m. The final episode aired in January 1993. In the finale, Sophia and C.C. Capwell moved towards a reconciliation, Kelly found love with Connor McCabe, and at Warren and BJ's wedding, unbalanced Andie Klein aimed a gun at the crowd; however, she was quickly disarmed and carried away by Connor. This was then followed by a roll-call list of the cast and crew. The final shot consisted of executive producer Paul Rauch standing in front of the camera, smashing a cigar under his shoe, and walking away.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cast and characters




Main article: List of Santa Barbara cast and characters[image: External link]


Following common daytime drama practice, over the years the producers of Santa Barbara recast original characters multiple times. By the end of the series, almost every original character had been recast, excluding only Eden[image: External link], Cruz[image: External link], Lionel[image: External link], and Augusta[image: External link]. Out of those four, not one stayed with the show during through the entire run. The characters of Kelly[image: External link], C.C.[image: External link], and Santana[image: External link] had the highest number of recasts, four each. Some recasts proved successful, most notably Jed Allan[image: External link] (C.C. Capwell #4), Judith McConnell[image: External link] (Sophia Capwell #2) and Robin Mattson[image: External link] (Gina Blake DeMott #2[image: External link]), but many were upsetting to fans.

The first notable departure happened when Robin Wright[image: External link] ended her four-year run as the original Kelly Capwell, followed by the departure of Todd McKee[image: External link] as the original Ted Capwell[image: External link], and the exit of Lane Davies[image: External link] as Mason Capwell. By 1992, most of the original characters had either been recast a few times or written out, and new characters arrived on the scene, causing the ratings to continue collapsing, until the show was finally canceled. In the final episode the only remaining original actor from the pilot was Margarita Cordova[image: External link] as the faithful Capwell housekeeper Rosa Andrade[image: External link], although many of the original characters remained, including C.C., Sophia, Kelly, Mason, Ted, Warren Lockridge[image: External link], Lionel, Gina, and Minx[image: External link].
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 Crew history




Main article: List of Santa Barbara crew[image: External link]


During the first three years of the show, the main crew of SB stayed the same, with the Dobsons[image: External link] taking on a double duty as both head writers[image: External link] and executive producers[image: External link]. Jeffrey Hayden[image: External link] served as co-executive producer during the first year, and Mary-Ellis Bunim[image: External link] took over after him. In 1987, after the Dobsons were abruptly fired, associate head writer Charles Pratt, Jr.[image: External link] received head writing status and Anne Howard Bailey[image: External link] joined him as co-head writer until 1989, when Sheri Anderson[image: External link] took over that duty.

Jill Farren Phelps[image: External link] took over as executive producer and kept the position until 1990, when she was replaced by John Conboy, although there was a five-month transition period where both were credited. In 1990, Pratt was fired and replaced by another associate writer, Maralyn Thoma[image: External link], but her tenure was cut short when the Dobsons finally settled in court and returned to the series. Shortly before the Dobsons returned, Conboy was let go and Paul Rauch was brought on as executive producer in an ill-advised last-ditch attempt at saving the floundering soap. However, the Dobsons left their head writing duties in 1992, when Pam Long[image: External link] was hired as the show's final head writer.

Executive Producers



	Name(s)
	Duration



	
Bridget and Jerome Dobson[image: External link] and Jeffrey Hayden[image: External link]

	July 30, 1984 to September 1984



	Bridget and Jerome Dobson and Charles Pratt, Sr.
	October to November 1984



	Bridget and Jerome Dobson and Mary-Ellis Bunim[image: External link]

	November 1984 to November 1986



	Bridget and Jerome Dobson
	December 1986 to October 1987



	Jill Farren Phelps[image: External link]
	December 1987 to March 1990



	Jill Farren Phelps and John Conboy[image: External link]

	March to August 1990



	John Conboy
	August 1990 to June 1991



	
Paul Rauch[image: External link] and Bridget and Jerome Dobson
	June 1991 to January 15, 1993




Head Writers



	Name(s)
	Duration



	Bridget and Jerome Dobson[image: External link]
	July 30, 1984 to December 1986



	
Anne Howard Bailey[image: External link] and Charles Pratt, Jr.[image: External link]

	December 1986 to January 1989



	Charles Pratt, Jr.
	January 1989 to May 1990



	
Sheri Anderson[image: External link] and Maralyn Thoma[image: External link]

	May to June 1990



	Sheri Anderson, Samuel D. Ratcliffe[image: External link], and Maralyn Thoma
	June to July 1990



	Samuel D. Ratcliffe and Maralyn Thoma
	July 1990 to February 1991



	Bridget and Jerome Dobson
	February 1991 to February 1992



	Pamela K. Long[image: External link]
	February 1992 to January 15, 1993
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 Ratings history




See also: List of US daytime soap opera ratings[image: External link]


NBC usually pitted Santa Barbara against General Hospital[image: External link] on ABC and Guiding Light[image: External link] on CBS[image: External link], both of which enjoyed high ratings at the time in the same time slot across all markets. When NBC canceled the long-running soap Search for Tomorrow[image: External link] in 1986, it launched its "NBC Daytime... It Will Excite You" campaign, which promoted their three-hour block of serials starting with Days of Our Lives[image: External link], followed by Another World[image: External link], and ending with Santa Barbara in most markets across the U.S. However, some markets chose to air Santa Barbara in a mid-morning timeslot, taking it out of competition with other soaps.

Although Santa Barbara enjoyed considerable worldwide popularity, it never achieved the same heights in the United States. In its debut (1984–1985) season, it finished in 11th place and 3.4, and edged up to 10th and 4.2 the next year. By 1987, however, it did begin to generate respectable numbers: it was still in 10th place, but achieved a 4.9 rating, the highest in the history of the show. (Incidentally, the 1987–1988 television season also proved to be the best ratings performance of the 1980s for NBC's daytime soap lineup, which had been in ratings trouble since the late 1970s).

As quickly as the ratings rose for Santa Barbara, they fell just as quickly. After recording a 4.8 rating in the 1988-89 season, the serial dropped a full ratings point the next season. Many of the stations airing the show began looking elsewhere for programming and began preempting Santa Barbara in favor of other shows. Some dropped the program altogether while others moved it to an earlier time slot, such as the open 12:00 PM slot that NBC gave back to the affiliates in 1991. In 1992, with ratings barely hovering above a 3.0, NBC decided to rework its daytime schedule. The network announced that Santa Barbara would be cancelled at the midway point of the 1992-93 season, with the final episode airing January 15, 1993. NBC would then give the 3:00 PM hour back to its affiliates, and in exchange for it they would take back the 12:00 PM hour which they had not programmed since Generations[image: External link] was cancelled. Santa Barbara saw its place on the schedule taken by two Reg Grundy[image: External link]-produced game shows, a revival of the company's earlier hit Scrabble[image: External link] and a new program based on the board game Scattergories[image: External link].
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 Broadcasts outside the United States





	In Australia[image: External link], the show aired from 1987 to 1994 on Channel 10.

	In Austria[image: External link], the show aired on ORF from 1996 to 1997.

	In Bulgaria[image: External link], the show aired from 1994 to 1997.

	In Cameroon[image: External link], the show aired in both French and English from 1990 to 1993, on CRTV. A neighbourhood in the capital city is named after the series.

	In Canada[image: External link], in English-speaking Canada, Santa Barbara was carried by Western International Communications Ltd. owned stations, CHCH of Hamilton, CICT of Calgary, CISA of Lethbridge, and CITV of Edmonton; the whole series aired in French on TVA[image: External link] for broadcast in Quebec[image: External link]. Since TVA did not air the show during summertime, the French translation in Quebec lasted 12 years instead of the original 8 1⁄2 year span on NBC.

	In China[image: External link], Hong Kong[image: External link], India[image: External link], Nepal[image: External link], Pakistan[image: External link], Philippines[image: External link] and South Korea[image: External link], all episodes aired on Star Plus[image: External link] from 1990 to 1999.

	In Croatia[image: External link] the show aired from 1990 to 1998 on HRT1.

	In Cyprus[image: External link] Santa Barbara aired in 1992 on LOGOS TV, and in 1993 on ANT1 until 2002 when it was completed.

	In the Czech Republic[image: External link], it was the first American soap opera to air on television. It aired on Premiera TV.

	In Egypt[image: External link], the show aired on MNET[image: External link] from 1996 to 1998.

	In Estonia[image: External link], Santa Barbara aired on Kanal 2[image: External link] and basically kept the channel on the air. It ended in 1999.

	In Finland[image: External link], the show aired from 1994 to 1999 on Nelonen[image: External link].

	In France[image: External link], the show ran 1044 episodes from 1985 to 1994 on TF1[image: External link], and from 2000 to 2001 for 106 episodes on TF6[image: External link].

	In Germany[image: External link], the show aired from January 4, 1988 to March 28, 1988 under its original title weekdays at 7:20 pm on RTL[image: External link]. 52 half-hour episodes were shown. On January 4, 1989, the show returned under its new name, California Clan and aired weekdays at 1:20 pm. The show ended on October 17, 1997 after 2123 episodes. Various Christmas-themed episodes and a storyline which featured a crossover with Wheel of Fortune[image: External link] were cut. From 1998 to 1999 the tm3 channel repeated the first 250 episodes. Two CDs of the music from the show were released.

	In Greece[image: External link], the show aired originally on ERT2 National TV (1989), starting from episode 76, and almost after a year it was transferred to MEGA Channel (aired from 1990 to 1995). After that it was transferred on STAR Channel (1996) with 150 episodes lost in the way, then in SKY TV (ALPHA) (1997), and at last in NEW Channel when it was cancelled, leaving the viewers with the final season's episodes (about a year's season episodes) unseen. The show never concluded due to failing ratings attributed to constant timeslot and channel changes.

	In the Netherlands[image: External link], the show aired on RTL 4[image: External link] from 1990 to 1991, and from 1992 to 1999.

	In India[image: External link], the series was aired on Hong Kong-based satellite TV channel Star World from 1993 to 1997.

	In Ireland[image: External link], the show aired on RTÉ One[image: External link] from 1984 to 1993.

	In Israel[image: External link], the show aired briefly from 1995 to 1996 on Channel 2[image: External link].

	In Italy[image: External link], the show ran all 2137 episodes from 1989 to 1990 on Rai Uno[image: External link] and from 1991 to 1999 on Rai Due[image: External link].

	In Japan[image: External link], the show aired entirely on Star World[image: External link] from 1990 to 1999, and also aired on SkyPerfecTV from 1991 to 1999.

	In Kenya[image: External link], the show aired on KBC[image: External link] in the 1990s

	In Lithuania[image: External link], Santa Barbara aired on Tele-3.

	In New Zealand[image: External link], the show aired from 1988 to 1995 on TV One[image: External link] and TV2[image: External link].

	In Norway[image: External link], the show aired almost all episodes (except for the last two years) on TVNorge[image: External link], from 1988 to 1998. The last 4 years the show ran the episodes were split in two half-hour episodes instead of the original hour-long episodes.

	In the Philippines[image: External link], the show aired on GMA Network[image: External link].

	In Poland[image: External link], the show first aired from 1990 to 1992 on TVP2 (149 episodes), and was later bought by ATV1, aired from 1997 to 1999.

	In Puerto Rico[image: External link], a non-incorporated territory of the United States, it aired on Channel 18, which at the time showed American series such as Remington Steele[image: External link] and others in English.

	In Romania[image: External link], the show aired from 1994 to 2000 on TVR2.

	In Russia[image: External link], the show was the first American[image: External link] program to air there after the collapse of the Soviet Union[image: External link]. It aired on RTR from January 2, 1992 to April 5, 1999 and from February 21, 2000 to April 17, 2002. However, only 1824 episodes were shown instead of the original 2137 episodes. Moreover, the show began from episode 217 and ended on the 2040th.

	In Slovenia[image: External link], the show aired on POP TV from 1995 to 1998.

	In South Africa[image: External link], the show aired entirely on SABC3 from 1987 to 1998.

	In Spain, TVE1 aired 520 episodes of the show from 1989 to 1991 when they refused to buy more episodes even though the show was very popular. However, Antena 3TV bought the rights to the show and continued airing it right after it concluded on TVE1 in 1991. It aired until 1996 with several breaks in between. The show never concluded due to failing ratings attributed to constant timeslot changes.

	In Sweden[image: External link], the show first aired on TV5 Nordic from 1991 to 1995, and briefly in 2000 on TV4.

	In Ukraine[image: External link], the show was the first American[image: External link] program to air there after the collapse of the Soviet Union[image: External link].

	In the United Kingdom[image: External link], the show's episodes were split in two half-hour episodes instead of the original hour-long episodes. It aired from 1987 to 1990 on the ITV[image: External link] network, usually at 10:00, although some regions showed it at 12:30 before the lunchtime news. When ITV dropped the series, Sky Television[image: External link] picked it up and it aired on Sky One[image: External link] from 1991 to 1993[12] in an afternoon slot, before briefly switching to the Sky Soap[image: External link] channel in 1994. Santa Barbara was always shown in the half-hour format in the UK.

	In Zimbabwe[image: External link], the show aired on ZBC TV1 from 1991 to 1997.
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 Drama series and performer categories






	Category
	Recipient
	Role(s)
	Year(s)



	Outstanding Drama Series[image: External link]
	
	
	1988,[13] 1989,[14] 1990[15]



	Lead Actor[image: External link]
	A Martinez[image: External link]
	Cruz Castillo[image: External link]
	1990[15]



	Lead Actress[image: External link]
	Marcy Walker[image: External link]
	Eden Capwell[image: External link]
	1989[14]



	Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Justin Deas[image: External link]

Henry Darrow[image: External link]
	Keith Timmons[image: External link]

Rafael Castillo[image: External link]
	1988,[13] 1989[14]

1990[15]



	Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nancy Lee Grahn[image: External link]
	Julia Wainwright Capwell[image: External link]
	1989[14]



	Younger Actor[image: External link]
	Justin Gocke[image: External link]
	Brandon Capwell[image: External link]
	1989[14]



	Guest Performer[image: External link]
	John Wesley Shipp[image: External link]
	Martin Ellis
	1987[16]
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 Other categories





	1993 "Outstanding Achievement in Music Direction and Composition for a Drama Series"

	1991 "Outstanding Drama Series Writing Team"

	1991 "Outstanding Drama Series Directing Team"

	1991 "Outstanding Achievement in Lighting Direction for a Drama Series"

	1991 "Outstanding Achievement in Hairstyling for a Drama Series"

	1990 "Outstanding Drama Series Directing Team"

	1990 "Outstanding Achievement in Lighting Direction for a Drama Series"

	1989 "Outstanding Drama Series Writing Team"

	1989 "Outstanding Achievement in Makeup for a Drama Series"

	1989 "Outstanding Achievement in Hairstyling for a Drama Series"

	1988 "Outstanding Achievement in Music Direction and Composition for a Drama Series"

	1987 "Outstanding Achievement in Music Direction and Composition for a Drama Series"

	1985 "Outstanding Achievement in Graphics and Title Design"
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 Other awards





	
Writers Guild of America Award[image: External link] (1991, 1992)

	
Casting Society of America Artios Award[image: External link] (1990)
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 See also




Main article: Supercouple[image: External link]
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Growing Pains






This article is about the US television series. For other uses, see Growing Pains (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Growing Pains is an American television sitcom[image: External link] that aired on ABC from September 24, 1985, to April 25, 1992. The show ran for seven seasons, consisting of 166 episodes.



TOP
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 Premise




The Seaver family resides at 15 Robin Hood Lane in Massapequa[image: External link], Long Island, New York[image: External link].[1] However, other sources claim Huntington[image: External link], Long Island, New York[image: External link].[2]

Dr. Jason Seaver (portrayed by Alan Thicke[image: External link]), a psychiatrist[image: External link], works from home because his wife, Maggie (Joanna Kerns[image: External link]), has gone back to work as a reporter[image: External link]. Jason has to take care of the kids: ladies man Mike (Kirk Cameron[image: External link]), bookish honors student[image: External link] Carol (Tracey Gold[image: External link]), and rambunctious Ben (Jeremy Miller[image: External link]). A fourth child, Chrissy Seaver (twins Kelsey and Kirsten Dohring; Ashley Johnson[image: External link]), is born in October 1988. In the middle of season four (1988–89), she was first played in her infant stage by an uncredited set of twin sisters. Then, by season five (1989–90), she was played in her toddler stage by alternating twins Kristen and Kelsey Dohering. In seasons six and seven (1990–92), Chrissy's age was advanced[image: External link] to six years old. By the seventh and final season, homeless teen Luke Brower (Leonardo DiCaprio) is brought into the Seaver family to live with them nearly until the end of season seven.
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 Cast and characters
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 Main





	
Alan Thicke[image: External link] as Dr. Jason Roland Seaver

	
Joanna Kerns[image: External link] as Margaret "Maggie" Katherine Malone Seaver

	
Kirk Cameron[image: External link] as Michael "Mike" Aaron Seaver

	
Tracey Gold[image: External link] as Carol Anne Seaver

	
Jeremy Miller[image: External link] as Benjamin "Ben" Hubert Horatio Humphrey Seaver

	
Ashley Johnson[image: External link] as Christine "Chrissy" Ellen Seaver (seasons 6–7)

	Kelsey and Kristen Dohring as Christine Ellen "Chrissy" Seaver (toddler) (season 5, alternating)





	
Leonardo DiCaprio as Luke Brower (season 7)[3]
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 Recurring





	
Andrew Koenig[image: External link] as Richard Milhous "Boner" Stabone (seasons 1–4), Mike's friend; left to join the United States Marine Corps[image: External link]


	Jamie Abbott as Stinky Sullivan (seasons 2–6), Ben's friend

	
K. C. Martel[image: External link] as Eddie (seasons 1–7), Mike's friend

	
Chelsea Noble[image: External link] as Kate MacDonald (seasons 5–7), Mike's girlfriend

	
Gordon Jump[image: External link] as Ed Malone (seasons 1–7); Maggie's father

	Lisa Capps as Debbie (seasons 2–4), Carol's friend

	Rachael Jacobs as Shelley (seasons 2–4), Carol's friend

	
Julie McCullough[image: External link] as Julie Costello (seasons 4–5), Mike's former girlfriend

	
Sam Anderson[image: External link] as Principal Willis DeWitt (season 1–7), Mike's history teacher in season one and principal from season two onward

	
Betty McGuire[image: External link] as Kate Malone (seasons 1–7); Maggie's mother

	
Bill Kirchenbauer[image: External link] as Coach Graham Lubbock (seasons 2–5; starred in spin-off Just the Ten of Us[image: External link]), gym teacher

	Jodi Peterson as Laura Lynn (seasons 4–6), Ben's girlfriend / love interest

	Evan Arnold as Richie (seasons 2–4)

	
Jane Powell[image: External link] as Irma Seaver (seasons 1–3), Jason's mother

	
Fred Applegate[image: External link] as Francis X. Tedesco (season 7), principal of the learning annex where Mike teaches

	
Matthew Perry[image: External link] as Sandy (season 4), Carol's boyfriend
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 Opening sequences




The season one main opening features various works of art and vintage photography depicting family life, closing with a shot of the cast.

The opening credits from seasons two through five features an opening shot of the cast in front of the Seaver house exterior. This is followed by a series of photos of each cast member from their childhood onward ending with a clip from the show. The credits closed with another shot of the cast in front of the Seaver house before they all run inside. Starting in the fourth season, several different versions of the opening sequence were filmed. Whoever was the last to go into the house would usually be the focus of that week's episode.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The opening used in seasons six and seven featured opening and shot of the mantle on the Seavers' fireplace panning over photos of the cast. The photos of the cast from childhood remained but instead of clips from the show, current still photos were used. Some versions of these credits end with another shot of the mantle while others close with a montage of group shots from the same family photo shoot which the current photos used in the rest of the credits come from.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Theme song




The show's theme song is "As Long as We've Got Each Other", which was written and composed by John Bettis[image: External link] (lyrics) and Steve Dorff[image: External link] (music). It was performed by:


	
B.J. Thomas[image: External link] (singing solo); season 1

	B.J. Thomas & Jennifer Warnes[image: External link]; seasons 2, 3, 5, part of 7

	B.J. Thomas & Dusty Springfield[image: External link]; season 4

	Joe Chemay, Jim Haas[image: External link], Jon Joyce and George Merrill[image: External link] (singing a capella); season 6, part of 7, series finale



There were nine versions of the theme song used; others included a Halloween-themed version not sung by Thomas or Warnes used in a two-part Halloween episode in 1990. A shorter version of the Thomas/Warnes version was used starting in season five.

There was also an a cappella[image: External link] version of the song which was used for all of season six, but this version was abandoned for most of season seven in favor of the reinstatement of Thomas' and Warnes' duet version, although the a cappella theme returned for three episodes as well as the series finale. A full-length version by Thomas and Springfield was released as a single in 1988.

A soundtrack was released in 1988 titled Steve Dorff and Friends: Growing Pains and Other Hit TV Themes. The soundtrack contains songs penned by Dorff from his television series theme songs and three tracks from Growing Pains:


	Theme Song "As Long As We Got Each Other" (B.J. Thomas and Dusty Springfield)

	Aloha Episode – "Swept Away" by Christopher Cross

	Graduation Day Episode – "This Is The Day" performed by B.J. Thomas
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 Production




Kirk Cameron[image: External link] was once an atheist[image: External link],[4] but when he was 17, during the height of his career on Growing Pains, became a born-again Christian.[5][6][7] After converting to Christianity, he began to insist that story lines be stripped of anything he thought too adult or racy.[8][9]

According to rumors at the time, the biggest consequence of Cameron's conversion to Christianity was the firing of actress Julie McCullough[image: External link] who had landed the role of nanny Julie Costello in 1989. McCullough's character appeared in eight episodes of the show before she was fired at Cameron's insistence and replaced on the show by Cameron's real-life girlfriend, Chelsea Noble[image: External link]. Cameron objected to and was outraged at McCullough's having posed nude in Playboy[image: External link], and accused the show's producers of promoting pornography. A decade later, Cameron apologized, attributing his behavior to his lack of maturity,[10][11] but did not reconcile with McCullough, who claims that Cameron refused to speak to her during a later encounter, and who remains critical of him, stating that she lost a lot from the public criticism she endured from the controversy. McCullough has criticized the evangelical television programming Cameron has produced, which she has viewed on one occasion, saying on her MySpace[image: External link] page:


He thinks if I read science books that I'm going to hell. [I would] rather laugh with the sinners than cry with the saints ... the sinners are much more fun. And a lot more interesting than some book-burner who is still having growing pains. I am at peace with God. Kirk thinks people like me are going to Hell, if I do then at least I'll go well informed and well read.[12]



Cameron, however, tells a different story:

"Contrary to popular gossip, I had nothing to do with the firing of Julie McCullough.... But don't take my word for it.. According to Dan Guntzelman, the head show-runner for Growing Pains: 'The truth is, Julie was let go because Mike being in a commmitted relationship was a dead end - he was, after all, an immature imp who was ill-equipped to deal with a grownup world on all levels. That's where the conflict and comedy came from. The maturity to have and maintain a lasting relationship fought against this... Julie was to play the part of Mike's first serious relationship - the first time he was swept up in something larger than himself, but she was never intended to be his mate for life, even the life of the series.'

"Producer Mike Sullivan confirms Dan's comments: 'It was a guest star role; she wasn't hired as a series regular. There was never any intention of the Mike character being married or in a permanent romantic relationship.'" [13]

In season four, the show's scripts called for the character Carol Seaver to be the brunt of fat jokes from her television brothers. Beginning in October 1988, Gold dieted from 133 pounds to about 110 pounds on a medically supervised 500-calorie-a-day diet, but still occasionally the scripts included fat jokes at her expense. In her autobiography, she says that between 1989 and 1991, she became increasingly obsessed with food and her weight and continued to slowly and steadily lose weight. In 1990, Gold began group therapy in an eating disorder program, but only learned more ways to lose weight. That season, her problem with weight loss was touched upon slightly on the television series, when Gold is seen looking at her body in a carnival mirror, and describes to another character the distorted image in her head. In 1991, she started starving herself more than ever and began vomiting[image: External link], losing a massive amount of weight, to the point that she was admitted to a hospital in early 1992. Her lowest weight is estimated to have been near 80 pounds. She was suspended from the show for her skeletal appearance. Photos of Gold's emaciated body were plastered all over tabloid magazines, and she was one of the first celebrities ever to be formally outed for anorexia. The producers and wardrobe department for the show tried to hide her skeletal and gaunt appearance by dressing her in large and baggy sweaters and sweatshirts. She last appeared in the 1991 episode "Menage a Luke" after missing the two prior episodes where her problem is very obvious in some scenes, and did not return until the last two episodes of the series in the late spring of 1992, although she was not fully recovered.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Episodes




Main article: List of Growing Pains episodes[image: External link]
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 Reception
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 Nielsen ratings






	Season
	Rank
	Viewers

(in millions)



	1
	1985–86
	#18
	16.75[14]



	2
	1986–87
	#8
	19.83[15]



	3
	1987–88
	#5
	21.5[16]



	4
	1988–89
	#14
	15.91[17]



	5
	1989–90
	#21
	14.18[18]



	6
	1990–91
	#27
	13.31[19]



	7
	1991–92
	#75
	12.07[20]
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Association
	Category
	Nominee / episode
	Result



	1985
	Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	Best Young Actor Starring in a New Television Series[image: External link]
	Kirk Cameron
	Won



	1985
	Best Young Actress Starring in a New Television Series[image: External link]
	Tracey Gold
	Nominated



	1985
	Best Young Supporting Actor in a New Television Series[image: External link]
	Jeremy Miller
	Won



	1986
	Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Achievement in Music and Lyrics[image: External link]
	"As Long As We Got Each Other"
	Nominated



	1986
	Outstanding Lighting Direction (Electronic) for a Series
	George Spiro Dibie (director of photography) / "My Brother, Myself"[citation needed[image: External link]]
	Won



	1986
	Young Artist Awards
	Exceptional Performance by a Young Actor Starring in a Television Comedy or Drama Series[image: External link]
	Kirk Cameron
	Won



	1986
	Exceptional Performance by a Young Actor in a Long Running Series Comedy or Drama[image: External link]
	Jeremy Miller
	Nominated



	1986
	Exceptional Performance by a Young Actress, Guest Starring in a Television, Comedy or Drama Series[image: External link]
	April Lerman[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1987
	Young Artist Awards
	Best Young Superstar in Television[image: External link]
	Kirk Cameron
	Won



	1987
	Exceptional Performance by a Young Actor in a Television Comedy Series[image: External link]
	Jeremy Miller
	Won



	1987
	Best Young Actress Guest Starring in a Television Comedy Series[image: External link]
	Candace Cameron[image: External link] / "The Long Goodbye"
	Nominated



	1987
	Best Family Comedy Series[image: External link]
	Growing Pains
	Won



	1988
	Primetime Emmy Awards
	Outstanding Achievement in Music and Lyrics
	Song: "Swept Away" / episode: "Aloha"
	Nominated



	1988
	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite TV Actor[image: External link]
	Kirk Cameron
	Nominated



	1988
	Favorite TV Show[image: External link]
	Growing Pains
	Nominated



	1988
	Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]
	Best Performance by an Actor in a TV-Series – Comedy/Musical[image: External link]
	Alan Thicke
	Nominated



	1988
	Best Performance by an Actor in a Supporting Role in a Series, Mini-Series or Motion Picture Made for TV[image: External link]
	Kirk Cameron
	Nominated



	1989
	Best Performance by an Actor in a Supporting Role in a Series, Mini-Series or Motion Picture Made for TV[image: External link]
	Kirk Cameron
	Nominated



	1989
	Kids' Choice Awards
	Favorite TV Show[image: External link]
	Growing Pains
	Nominated



	1989
	Favorite TV Actor[image: External link]
	Kirk Cameron
	Nominated



	1989
	Favorite TV Actress[image: External link]
	Tracey Gold
	Nominated



	1989
	Young Artist Awards
	Best Family Television Series[image: External link]
	Growing Pains
	Nominated



	1990
	Best Young Actor Starring in a Television Series[image: External link]
	Jeremy Miller
	Nominated



	1990
	Best Young Actor Guest Starring in a Television Series[image: External link]
	Kenny Morrison
	Nominated



	1990
	Kids' Choice Awards
	Favorite TV Actor[image: External link]
	Kirk Cameron
	Won



	1991
	Primetime Emmy Awards
	Outstanding Lighting Direction (Electronic) for a Comedy Series
	George Spiro Dibie / "Happy Halloween"
	Won



	1991
	Young Artist Awards
	Exceptional Performance by a Young Actress Under Nine[image: External link]
	Ashley Johnson
	Nominated



	1992
	Best Young Actor Co-starring in a Television Series[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	1992
	Exceptional Performance by a Young Actress Under Ten[image: External link]
	Ashley Johnson
	Nominated



	1993
	Outstanding Actress Under Ten in a Television Series[image: External link]
	Ashley Johnson
	Nominated
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 Spin-off




Growing Pains spawned the spin-off series, Just the Ten of Us[image: External link], which featured Coach Graham Lubbock, Mike and Carol's gym teacher, moving to California with his large family to teach at an all-boys Catholic school after he was fired from Thomas Dewey High School.
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 Reunion movies




In 2000, the cast reunited for The Growing Pains Movie[image: External link], followed by Growing Pains: Return of the Seavers[image: External link] in 2004.
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 DVD Releases




Warner Home Video[image: External link] has released the entire series on DVD in Region 1.[21] Seasons 3–7 are manufacture-on-demand (MOD) releases, available exclusively through Warner's online store and Amazon.com.

On December 6, 2011, Warner Bros.[image: External link] released The Growing Pains Movie and Growing Pains: Return of the Seavers on DVD in Region 1 via their Warner Archive Collection[image: External link]. Similar to the subsequent season sets, these are manufacture-on-demand (MOD) releases, available exclusively through Warner's online store and amazon.com.



	DVD name
	Ep #
	Release dates



	Region 1
	Region 4



	Season 1
	22
	February 7, 2006
	June 5, 2007



	Season 2
	22
	April 26, 2011
	N/A



	Season 3
	26
	May 21, 2013



	Season 4
	22
	April 14, 2015



	Season 5
	26
	July 14, 2015



	Season 6
	24
	October 20, 2015



	Season 7
	24
	January 26, 2016
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 Syndication
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 United States




ABC aired reruns of the show on its daytime schedule from July 1988 to August 1989. The show originally aired at 11:00 am (EST) until January 1989, when with the cancellation of Ryan's Hope[image: External link] and the expansion of Home[image: External link] to an hour (from 11:00am-noon), the reruns moved to 12:00 pm.

In the fall of 1989, the show was sold to local syndication, which continued until 1997. The show also aired on TBS[image: External link] for several years.

Reruns aired on the Disney Channel[image: External link] from September 1997 to September 2001. The cable rights for the show moved to sister network ABC Family[image: External link], where it ran from 2001 to 2004. It has also aired on ION Television[image: External link] during the fall of 2006 into the spring of 2007.

Nick at Nite[image: External link] began airing Growing Pains on February 12, 2007, launching with a marathon from 9:00 pm ET-1:00 am ET. It was pulled from the line-up shortly after, and later moved to sister network The N/TeenNick[image: External link], where it aired up until early 2010. TeenNick re-aired the series on Monday, September 13, 2010, in a 5:00 am hour block, and aired its final showings on December 27, 2010.

Growing Pains began to air on Up TV[image: External link] in October 2016.
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 Asia





	Mainland China




	This show was dubbed in Chinese by the Shanghai Television[image: External link] in the late 1980s with the title of Chéngzhǎng de Fánnǎo (成长的烦恼; literally "Growing vexation")




	Taiwan




	This show was dubbed in Chinese by Chinese Television System[image: External link] in the 1980s–1990s, and was given a Chinese title called Huānlè Jiātíng (歡樂家庭; Happy Family)




	Japan




	
Growing Pains was dubbed in Japanese, and broadcast by the NHK[image: External link] of Japan in the title of "Yukai na Shiba Ke (愉快なシーバー家)" (Happy Seaver family) from 1997 to 2000
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 Europe





	Germany



The show aired with the title of Unser lautes Heim on ProSieben[image: External link] from 1993.


	France



Two books published in French exclusively about Growing Pains: Cyrille Rollet, PhD (EHESS, Paris),


	
Physiologie d'un sitcom américain (voyage au cœur de Growing Pains), (volume 1) – Physiology of an American Sitcom (Journey to the Heart of Growing Pains)


	Circulation culturelle d'un sitcom américain (volume 2) – The Cultural Circulation of an American Sitcom
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 Australia





	Digital free-to-air channel 7TWO[image: External link] began airing reruns of Growing Pains in October 2010, and reached the final episode in June 2011, replacing it with Night Court[image: External link]. The Nine Network[image: External link] first aired the show back in the 1980s and 1990s.
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 Turkey




The show aired in the beginning of the 1990s in Turkey's first private TV channel, Star TV[image: External link].
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 Latin America




The show was previously aired on Nickelodeon[image: External link]'s block, Nick at Nite[image: External link] from 2006 until 2009.
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Critters 3






Critters 3 is a 1991 American science fiction[image: External link] horror comedy film[image: External link] and is the third installment of the Critters series[image: External link], directed by Kristine Peterson[image: External link] and is also Leonardo DiCaprio's film debut. Cary Elwes[image: External link] mentioned on the commentary for the uncut edition DVD of Saw[image: External link] that he passed on the role of Josh. It was shot back-to-back with its sequel, Critters 4[image: External link]. Unlike the first two films, it does not take place in the town of Grover's Bend[image: External link].



TOP
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 Plot




Sometime after the events in Critters 2[image: External link], Charlie MacFadden is tracking down the last of the Critters. A family of three – Annie (the main protagonist), Johnny (her little brother) and Clifford (the father) – stops at a rest stop when their car's tire pops. At the rest stop, Charlie warns them and Josh, stepson of a corrupt landlord, about the Critters. As this happens, a Critter lays eggs under the family's car and the family leaves, unknowingly taking the eggs with them. Soon after they arrive at their tenement, the Critters hatch and attack the sleazy maintenance man, Frank. When the landlord arrives, he too is eaten by the Critters after Josh locks him in Clifford's room, unknowingly trapping his stepfather with the creatures. Next, one of the residents is attacked and wounded. Annie, her family and five others (including Josh) try to get to safety in one piece by getting to the roof of the building. Charlie arrives and destroys the remaining Critters, saving the remaining tenants. The film ends in a cliffhanger as Charlie is about to destroy two Critter eggs, but is ordered not to and a containment pod sent from the Intergalactic Council crashes into the basement.
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 Cast





	
Aimee Brooks[image: External link] as Annie

	
Leonardo DiCaprio as Josh

	
Don Keith Opper[image: External link] as Charlie MacFadden

	John Calvin as Clifford

	
Nina Axelrod[image: External link] as Betty Briggs

	
William Dennis Hunt[image: External link] as Briggs

	
Geoffrey Blake[image: External link] as Frank

	
Christian & Joseph Cousins[image: External link] as Johnny

	
Terrence Mann[image: External link] as Ug

	Jose Luis Valensuela as Mario

	Diane Bellamy as Rosalie

	Katherine Cortez as Marcia

	
Frances Bay[image: External link] as Mrs. Menges

	
Bill Zuckert[image: External link] as Mr. Menges
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 Release




The film was released direct to video[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] by New Line Home Video[image: External link] in December 1991. In 2003, New Line Home Entertainment[image: External link] released it on DVD. The film was re-released in a set containing all 4 Critters[image: External link] films on DVD by Warner Bros. in 2010. This was Leonardo DiCaprio's first ever film role.
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Critters 3[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database


	
Critters 3[image: External link] at Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
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	1991 films[image: External link]

	English-language films[image: External link]

	1991 horror films[image: External link]

	1990s science fiction films[image: External link]

	American comedy films[image: External link]

	American films[image: External link]

	Direct-to-video sequel films[image: External link]

	New Line Cinema direct-to-video films[image: External link]
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This Boy's Life (film)






This Boy's Life is a 1993 film adaptation[image: External link] of the memoir[image: External link] of the same name[image: External link] by American author Tobias Wolff[image: External link]. It is directed by Michael Caton-Jones[image: External link] and stars Leonardo DiCaprio as Tobias Wolff, Robert De Niro as stepfather Dwight Hansen, and Ellen Barkin[image: External link] as Toby's mother, Caroline. The film also features Chris Cooper[image: External link], Carla Gugino[image: External link], Eliza Dushku[image: External link] and Tobey Maguire in his feature film debut.[2]



TOP
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 Plot




Nomadic, flaky Caroline Wolff (Ellen Barkin[image: External link]) wants to settle down in one place, find a decent man, and provide a better home for her and her son, Tobias "Toby" Wolff (Leonardo DiCaprio). When she moves to Seattle, Washington[image: External link], and meets the seemingly respectable Dwight Hansen (Robert De Niro), she thinks she has accomplished her goals. Toby, however, comes to feel differently; Dwight's true personality is revealed after Toby spends a few months separated from his mother with Dwight and his children. The boy's stepfather[image: External link]-to-be seems to want to mold Toby into a better person, but his method includes emotionally, verbally and physically abusing the boy.

The marriage proceeds, and soon Caroline recognizes Dwight's need to dominate everyone around him. She sticks with it, though, convinced this is best for her son, and several years of dysfunction ensue. During this time, Toby befriends a classmate, the misfit and ambiguously gay[image: External link] Arthur Gayle (Jonah Blechman[image: External link]). Toby continues to chafe under the yoke of his repressive stepfather. Hoping to leave Concrete[image: External link] and live with his older brother Gregory, Toby decides to apply for East Coast prep-school scholarships. Realizing his grades are not good enough to be accepted, Toby devises a plan to submit falsified grade reports. Meanwhile, the friendship between Arthur and Toby becomes strained when Arthur confronts Toby, saying he is behaving more and more like Dwight, and asks, "Why should you be the one who gets to leave?". Arthur helps his friend get the papers he needs to falsify his grade records and Toby submits his prep-school applications. When Toby assures Arthur he too can leave Concrete and have a better life, Arthur replies he will most likely stay. After numerous rejections, Toby is finally accepted by the Hill School[image: External link] in Pottstown, Pennsylvania[image: External link], with a full scholarship.

At the end of the film Caroline defends Toby from Dwight during a physically violent argument and they are both seen leaving Dwight and the town of Concrete. The real Dwight died in 1992. Caroline remarried and moved to Florida. Arthur left Concrete after all, and became a successful businessman in Italy. Dwight's children all married and stayed in Seattle.
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 Cast





	
Leonardo DiCaprio as Tobias "Toby" Wolff

	
Robert De Niro as Dwight Hansen

	
Ellen Barkin[image: External link] as Caroline Wolff Hansen

	
Jonah Blechman[image: External link] as Arthur Gayle

	
Eliza Dushku[image: External link] as Pearl Hansen

	
Chris Cooper[image: External link] as Roy

	
Carla Gugino[image: External link] as Norma Hansen

	
Zack Ansley[image: External link] as Skipper Hansen

	
Tracey Ellis[image: External link] as Kathy

	
Kathy Kinney[image: External link] as Marian

	
Tobey Maguire as Chuck Bolger

	
Sean Murray[image: External link] as Jimmy Voorhees

	
Lee Wilkof[image: External link] as Principal Skippy

	
Bill Dow[image: External link] as Vice Principal

	
Deanna Milligan[image: External link] and Morgan Brayton as Silver Sisters
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 Production




Largely filmed in the state of Washington[image: External link], the town of Concrete, Washington[image: External link] (where Tobias Wolff's teen years were spent with his mother and stepfather, Dwight), was transformed to its 1950s appearance for a realistic feel. Many of the town's citizens were used as extras, and all external scenes in Concrete (and some internal scenes, as well) were shot in and around the town, including the former elementary school buildings and the still-active Concrete High School building.
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 Release
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 Box office




The film was released in limited release[image: External link] on April 9, 1993, and earned $74,425 that weekend;[3] upon its wide release[image: External link] on April 23, the film opened at #10 at the box office and grossed $1,519,678.[4] The film would end with a domestic gross of $4,104,962.[1]
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 Critical reception




The film received mostly positive reviews; review aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gave the film a 75% 'Fresh' rating from 36 critics, with an average rating of 6.4/10. The site's consensus states: "A harrowing, moving drama about a young boy, his single mother, and his abusive stepfather, This Boy's Life benefits from its terrific cast, and features a breakout performance from a young Leonardo DiCaprio."[5] On Metacritic, where they give a 'normalized' score, the film has a 60/100.[6]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Home media




This Boy's Life was released on DVD[image: External link] May 13, 2003.[7]
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 Soundtrack




The soundtrack of This Boy's Life used many songs from the 1950s and early 1960s. The main titles (filmed in Professor Valley, Utah) feature Frank Sinatra's version of "Let's Get Away from It All[image: External link]" from his 1958 album Come Fly with Me[image: External link] and Toby and his mother sing "I'm Gonna Wash That Man Right Outa My Hair[image: External link]" from the popular post-war musical South Pacific[image: External link]. However, most of the music reflects Toby's fondness for rock and roll[image: External link] and doo wop[image: External link], including songs by Eddie Cochran[image: External link], Frankie Lymon and the Teenagers[image: External link], and Link Wray[image: External link]. Carter Burwell[image: External link] composed the film's pensive score, which featured New York guitarist Frederic Hand[image: External link].[8]
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What's Eating Gilbert Grape






What's Eating Gilbert Grape is a 1993 American drama film directed by Lasse Hallström and starring Johnny Depp, Juliette Lewis[image: External link], Darlene Cates[image: External link] and Leonardo DiCaprio. The film follows 24-year-old Gilbert (Depp), a grocery store clerk caring for his morbidly obese mother and mentally impaired younger brother in a sleepy Midwestern town. Peter Hedges[image: External link] wrote the screenplay, adapted from his 1991 novel of the same name. The film was well-received; DiCaprio received his first Academy Award nomination for his role.
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 Plot




In the small town of Endora, Iowa, Gilbert Grape (Johnny Depp) is busy caring for Arnie (Leonardo DiCaprio), his brother with a developmental disability[image: External link], as they wait for the many tourists' trailers to pass through town during an annual Airstreamer's Club[image: External link] gathering at a nearby recreational area. His mother, Bonnie (Darlene Cates[image: External link]), gave up on life after her husband hanged himself in the basement 14 years[3] earlier. She spends almost all of her time on the couch watching TV and eating. With Bonnie unable to care for her children on her own due to her morbid obesity[image: External link], Gilbert has taken responsibility for repairing the old house and looking after Arnie, who has a habit of climbing the town water tower, while his sisters Amy (Laura Harrington[image: External link]) and Ellen (Mary Kate Schellhardt[image: External link]) do the rest. The relationship between the brothers is of both care and protection, as Gilbert continually enforces the "nobody touches Arnie" policy. A new FoodLand[image: External link] supermarket has opened, threatening the small Lamson's Grocery where Gilbert works. In addition, Gilbert is having an affair with a married woman, Betty Carver (Mary Steenburgen).

The family is looking forward to Arnie's 18th birthday. A young woman named Becky (Juliette Lewis[image: External link]) and her grandmother are stuck in town when the International Harvester Travelall[image: External link] pulling their trailer breaks down. Gilbert's unusual life circumstances threaten to get in the way of their budding romance. In order to spend time with Becky to watch the sunset, Gilbert leaves Arnie alone in the bath. He returns home late and finds that Arnie is still in the bath the following morning, shivering in the now-cold water; his guilt is compounded by his family's anger. His affair with Betty ends when she leaves town in search of a new life following her husband's death—he drowned in the family's wading pool[image: External link] after suffering a heart attack. Becky becomes close to both Gilbert and Arnie. While they are distracted during one of their talks, Arnie returns to the water tower he is forever trying to climb. Arnie is arrested after being rescued from the top of the tower, causing his mother—who has not left the house in seven years—to become the object of pointing, laughing and gawking from the townspeople as she goes to the police station, forcing Arnie's release.

Soon after, Arnie tries to run away yet again from his bath and in his frustration Gilbert finally snaps, hitting Arnie several times. Guilty and appalled at himself, Gilbert takes his truck and runs out without another word. Arnie also runs out and goes to Becky's, who takes care of him for the evening before he is picked up by his sisters. After some soul searching aided by Becky, Gilbert returns home during the birthday party to make amends to his family for running out and to be forgiven by Arnie which, with only the slightest hesitation, he is. He apologizes to his mother for his behavior and promises that he is not ashamed of her and that he will not let her be hurt any more. She admits to Gilbert her knowledge of what a burden she has become to the family, and he forgives her. He introduces her to Becky—something he had been reluctant to do earlier.

Following Arnie's 18th birthday party, Bonnie climbs the stairs to her bedroom for the first time since her husband's suicide. Arnie later tries to wake her but discovers she has died. The children, not willing to let their mother become the joke of the town by having her corpse lifted from the house by crane, empty their family home of possessions and set it on fire. A year later, Gilbert describes what happened to his family after his mother's death, as Gilbert and his brother Arnie wait by the side of a road for Becky, who arrives with her grandmother, and picks them up.
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Johnny Depp as Gilbert Grape

	
Juliette Lewis[image: External link] as Becky

	
Leonardo DiCaprio as Arnie Grape

	
Mary Steenburgen as Betty Carver

	
Darlene Cates[image: External link] as Bonnie Grape

	
Laura Harrington[image: External link] as Amy Grape

	
Mary Kate Schellhardt[image: External link] as Ellen Grape

	
Kevin Tighe[image: External link] as Ken Carver

	
John C. Reilly[image: External link] as Tucker Van Dyke

	
Crispin Glover[image: External link] as Bobby McBurney

	Penelope Branning as Becky's Grandma

	
Libby Villari[image: External link] as the Waitress
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 Production




What's Eating Gilbert Grape was shot in Texas, in various towns and cities; Austin[image: External link] and Pflugerville[image: External link] were primary locations, as well as Manor[image: External link], where the water tower featured in the film was located.[4]
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 Release




The film had a limited release on December 17, 1993 and wide release on March 4, 1994.[5] The wide release garnered $2,104,938 on its first weekend. Total domestic gross for the film was $10,032,765.[6]
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The film received positive reviews from critics. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film was given an 89% "Certified Fresh" rating.[7] New York Times film critic Janet Maslin praised DiCaprio's performance, writing "the film's real show-stopping turn comes from Mr. DiCaprio, who makes Arnie's many tics[image: External link] so startling and vivid that at first he is difficult to watch.... The performance has a sharp, desperate intensity from beginning to end."[8] Roger Ebert of Chicago Sun-Times described it as "... one of the most enchanting films of the year" and said that DiCaprio deserved to win the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for which he was nominated.[9] Todd McCarthy of Variety found the film a "bemused view on life" and remarked that "Depp manages to command center screen with a greatly affable, appealing characterization."[10] Washington Post[image: External link]'s Desson Howe[image: External link] thought the film was an earnest but highly predictable effort.[11] Film Review[image: External link] praised Leonardo DiCaprio as the mentally handicapped brother, calling it "a performance of astonishing innocence and spontaneity", bringing "a touching credibility to a very difficult part".[12] Film Review quoted the actor:


I had to really research and get into the mind of somebody with a disability like that. So I spent a few days at a home for mentally retarded teens. We just talked and I watched their mannerisms. People have these expectations that mentally retarded children are really crazy, but it's not so. It's refreshing to see them because everything's so new to them.[12]



The film was nominated for the prestigious Grand Prix[image: External link] of the Belgian Syndicate of Cinema Critics[image: External link].
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 Accolades






	Awards



	Award
	Category
	Recipients and nominees
	Result



	66th Academy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	51st Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	65th National Board of Review Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor Award
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Won



	Chicago Film Critics Association Awards 1993[image: External link]
	Best Emerging Actor
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Won
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The Basketball Diaries (film)






The Basketball Diaries is a 1995 American coming of age[image: External link] crime drama film[image: External link] directed by Scott Kalvert[image: External link], starring Leonardo DiCaprio, Lorraine Bracco[image: External link], James Madio[image: External link], and Mark Wahlberg. The film is an adaptation of Jim Carroll's autobiographical work of the same name[image: External link], telling the story of Carroll's teenage years as a promising high school basketball player and writer who developed an addiction to heroin[image: External link] with his misguided friends.

Jim Carroll's original "Basketball Diaries" was written in the 1960s (and later published in 1978), but the film is set in the 1990s.
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The film is an adaptation[image: External link] of poet and memoirist Jim Carroll's (Leonardo DiCaprio) juvenile diaries chronicling his kaleidoscopic free-fall into the harrowing world of drug addiction. As a member of a seemingly unbeatable high school basketball squad, Jim's life centers on the basketball court and the court becomes a metaphor for the world in his mind. A best friend, Bobby (Michael Imperioli[image: External link]), who is dying of leukemia[image: External link], a coach ("Swifty") who takes unacceptable liberties with the boys on his team, teenage sexual angst, and an appetite for cocaine[image: External link] and heroin[image: External link], all of which begin to encroach on young Jim's dream of becoming a basketball star.

Soon, the dark streets of New York[image: External link] become a refuge from his mother's mounting concern for her son. He cannot go home and his only escape from the reality of the streets is heroin, for which he steals, robs, and prostitutes himself. Only with the help of Reggie (Ernie Hudson[image: External link]), an older neighborhood friend with whom Jim "picked up a game" now and then, he is able to begin the long journey back to sanity, which ultimately ends with Jim's incarceration in Riker's Island[image: External link] for assault[image: External link], robbery[image: External link], resistance of arrest, and the possession of narcotics. After months that Jim spent in prison, he leaves and later does a talk show about his drug life, after turning down free drugs from his old friend, Pedro.
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 Cast





	
Leonardo DiCaprio as Jim Carroll


	
Lorraine Bracco[image: External link] as Mrs. Carroll

	
James Madio[image: External link] as Pedro

	
Patrick McGaw[image: External link] as Neutron

	
Mark Wahlberg as Mickey

	
Roy Cooper[image: External link] as Father McNulty

	
Bruno Kirby[image: External link] as Swifty

	
Alexander Chaplin[image: External link] as Bobo

	
Juliette Lewis[image: External link] as Diane Moody

	
Michael Imperioli[image: External link] as Bobby

	
Michael Rapaport[image: External link] as Skinhead

	
Ernie Hudson[image: External link] as Reggie

	Manny Alfaro as Manny

	
Cynthia Daniel[image: External link] as Winkie

	
Brittany Daniel[image: External link] as Blinkie

	
Jim Carroll as Frankie Pinewater
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 Reception




The film currently holds a 46% "Rotten" rating at the review aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link].[3] Roger Ebert gave two stars out of four, concluding, "At the end, Jim is seen going in through a "stage door," and then we hear him telling the story of his descent and recovery. We can't tell if this is supposed to be genuine testimony or a performance. That's the problem with the whole movie."[4]
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 Lawsuits




After the 1997 Heath High School shooting[image: External link], activist Jack Thompson[image: External link] brought this film into a $33 million lawsuit in 1999 claiming that the film's plot (along with two internet pornography[image: External link] sites, several computer game companies, and makers and distributors of the 1994 film Natural Born Killers[image: External link]) caused the 14-year-old Michael Carneal[image: External link] to shoot members of a prayer group. The case was dismissed in 2001.[5][6]

The film became controversial in the aftermath of the Columbine High School massacre[image: External link] and the Heath High School shooting[image: External link], when critics noted similarities between these shooting attacks and a dream sequence in the film in which the protagonist wears a black trenchcoat and shoots six classmates in his school classroom. The film has been specifically named in lawsuits brought by the relatives of murder victims.[7][8][9][10]
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 Soundtrack




The Basketball Diaries soundtrack was released in 1995 by PolyGram[image: External link] to accompany the film, featuring songs from Pearl Jam[image: External link] and PJ Harvey[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link] rated it three stars out of five.[11]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Artist
	Length



	1.
	"Catholic Boy[image: External link]"
	Jim Carroll
	Jim Carroll with Pearl Jam[image: External link]
	3:05



	2.
	"Devil's Toe"
	Jim Carroll
	Graeme Revell[image: External link] with Jim Carroll
	0:56



	3.
	"Down by the Water[image: External link]"
	P J Harvey
	P J Harvey[image: External link]
	3:14



	4.
	"What a Life!"
	Glyn "Bigga" Bush, Richard "DJ Dick" Whittingham, Rob McKenzie
	Rockers Hi-Fi[image: External link]
	4:02



	5.
	"I Am Alone"
	Jim Carroll
	Graeme Revell with Jim Carroll
	1:33



	6.
	"People Who Died[image: External link]"
	Jim Carroll, Brian Linsley, Steve Linsley, Terrell Winn, Wayne Woods
	The Jim Carroll Band
	5:00



	7.
	"Riders on the Storm[image: External link]"
	Jim Morrison[image: External link], John Densmore[image: External link], Robby Krieger[image: External link], Ray Manzarek[image: External link]
	The Doors[image: External link]
	6:56



	8.
	"Dizzy"
	Ty Willman, Mari Ann Braeden, Danny K, Bob "Mink" Martin, Steve Ross
	Green Apple Quick Step[image: External link]
	3:10



	9.
	"It's Been Hard"
	Jim Carroll
	Graeme Revell with Jim Carroll
	0:53



	10.
	"Coming Right Along"
	Jon Auer[image: External link], Ken Stringfellow[image: External link]
	The Posies[image: External link]
	6:17



	11.
	"Strawberry Wine"
	Salvadore Poe, Adam Flax
	Massive Internal Complications
	3:59



	12.
	"Star"
	Ian Astbury[image: External link], Billy Duffy[image: External link]
	The Cult[image: External link]
	5:00



	13.
	"Dream Massacre"
	 
	Graeme Revell
	1:23



	14.
	"I've Been Down"
	Flea
	Flea[image: External link]
	4:38



	15.
	"Blind Dogs"
	Chris Cornell[image: External link], Kim Thayil[image: External link]
	Soundgarden[image: External link]
	4:40






	Not featured on CD



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Artist
	Length



	1.
	"Dancing Barefoot"
	Patti Smith[image: External link], Ivan Kral[image: External link]
	Johnette Napolitano[image: External link]
	 



	2.
	"Watusi Latin Boogaloo"
	Joey Altruda
	The Joey Altruda Latin Explosion
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James Cameron






For other people named James Cameron, see James Cameron (disambiguation)[image: External link].

James Francis "Jim"[2] Cameron[3] (born August 16, 1954) is a Canadian filmmaker, director, producer, screenwriter[image: External link], inventor, engineer, philanthropist[image: External link], and deep-sea explorer.[4][5] He first found major success with the science-fiction action film The Terminator[image: External link] (1984). He then became a popular Hollywood director and was hired to write and direct Aliens[image: External link] (1986); three years later he followed up with The Abyss[image: External link] (1989). He found further critical acclaim for his use of special effects in Terminator 2: Judgment Day[image: External link] (1991). After his film True Lies[image: External link] (1994) Cameron took on his biggest film at the time, Titanic (1997), which earned him Academy Awards for Best Picture[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link] and Best Film Editing[image: External link].

After Titanic, Cameron began a project that took almost 10 years to make: his science-fiction epic Avatar (2009), which was in particular a landmark for 3D technology[image: External link], and for which he received nominations for the same three Academy Awards. Despite Avatar being his only movie made to date in 3D, Cameron is the most successful 3D film-maker[image: External link] in terms of box-office revenue.[6] In the time between making Titanic and Avatar, Cameron spent several years creating many documentary films[image: External link] (specifically underwater documentaries) and co-developed the digital 3D Fusion Camera System[image: External link]. Described by a biographer as part scientist and part artist,[7] Cameron has also contributed to underwater filming[image: External link] and remote vehicle[image: External link] technologies.[4][5][8] On March 26, 2012, Cameron reached the bottom of the Mariana Trench[image: External link], the deepest part of the ocean, in the Deepsea Challenger[image: External link] submersible.[9][10][11] He is the first person to do this in a solo descent, and is only the third person to do so ever.

In total, Cameron's directorial efforts have grossed approximately US$2 billion in North America[image: External link] and US$6 billion worldwide.[12] Not adjusted for inflation, Cameron's Titanic and Avatar are the two highest-grossing films of all time at $2.19 billion and $2.78 billion respectively. Cameron also holds the achievement of having directed two of the three films in history to gross over $2 billion worldwide.[13] In March 2011, he was named Hollywood's top earner by Vanity Fair, with estimated 2010 earnings of $257 million.[14] In October 2013, a new species of frog Pristimantis jamescameroni[image: External link] from Venezuela was named after him in recognition of his efforts in environmental[image: External link] awareness, in addition to his public promotion of veganism[image: External link].[15][16][17]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early life




Cameron was born in 1954 in Kapuskasing[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link], Canada, the son of Shirley (née Lowe), an artist and nurse, and Phillip Cameron, an electrical engineer[image: External link].[18][19] His paternal great-great-great-grandfather emigrated from Balquhidder[image: External link], Scotland, in 1825.[18]

Cameron grew up in Chippawa[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link], and attended Stamford Collegiate School in Niagara Falls[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]. His family moved to Brea, California[image: External link] in 1971, when Cameron was 17 years old.[20] He dropped out of Sonora High School[image: External link], then attended Brea Olinda High School[image: External link] to further his secondary education.

Cameron enrolled at Fullerton College[image: External link], a two-year community college, in 1973 to study physics. He switched to English, then dropped out before the start of the fall 1974 semester.[21] Next, he worked several jobs, including as a truck driver, writing when he had time.[22] During this period he taught himself about special effects: "I'd go down to the USC library and pull any thesis that graduate students had written about optical printing, or front screen projection, or dye transfers, anything that related to film technology[image: External link]. That way I could sit down and read it, and if they'd let me photocopy[image: External link] it, I would. If not, I'd make notes."[23]

Cameron quit his job as a truck driver to enter the film industry[image: External link] after seeing Star Wars[image: External link] in 1977.[24] When Cameron read Syd Field[image: External link]'s book Screenplay[image: External link], it occurred to him that integrating science and art was possible, and he wrote a 10-minute science-fiction script with two friends, titled Xenogenesis. They raised money, rented camera, lenses, film stock and studio then shot it in 35mm. They dismantled the camera to understand how to operate it and spent the first half-day of the shoot trying to figure out how to get it running.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early career




He was the director, writer, producer, and production designer for Xenogenesis (1978). He then became a production assistant on a film called Rock and Roll High School[image: External link], though uncredited, in 1979. While continuing to educate himself in film-making techniques, Cameron started working as a miniature-model maker at Roger Corman[image: External link] Studios.[22] Making rapidly produced, low-budget productions taught Cameron to work efficiently and effectively. He soon found employment as an art director in the sci-fi movie Battle Beyond the Stars[image: External link] (1980). He did special effects work design and direction on John Carpenter's Escape from New York[image: External link] (1981), acted as production designer on Galaxy of Terror[image: External link] (1981), and consulted on the design of Android[image: External link] (1982).[25]

Cameron was hired as the special effects director for the sequel to Piranha[image: External link], entitled Piranha II: The Spawning[image: External link] in 1981. The original director, Miller Drake, left the project due to creative differences with producer Ovidio Assonitis[image: External link], who then gave Cameron his first job as director. The interior scenes were filmed in Rome, Italy[image: External link], while the underwater sequences were shot at Grand Cayman Island[image: External link].[26]

The movie was to be produced in Jamaica[image: External link]. On location, production slowed due to numerous problems and adverse weather. James Cameron was fired after failing to get a close up of Carole Davis[image: External link] in her opening scene. Ovidio ordered Cameron to do the close-up the next day before he started on that day's shooting. Cameron spent the entire day sailing around the resort, reproducing the lighting but still failed to get the close-up. After he was fired, Ovidio invited Cameron to stay on location and assist in the shooting. Once in Rome, Ovidio took over the editing when Cameron was stricken with food poisoning. During his illness, Cameron had a nightmare about an invincible robot hitman sent from the future to kill him, giving him the idea for The Terminator, which later catapulted his film career.[26]
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 Major films
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 The Terminator (1984)




Main article: The Terminator[image: External link]


After completing a screenplay for The Terminator[image: External link], Cameron decided to sell it so that he could direct the movie. However, the production companies he contacted, while expressing interest in the project, were unwilling to let a largely inexperienced feature film director make the movie. Finally, Cameron found a company called Hemdale Pictures[image: External link], which was willing to let him direct. Gale Anne Hurd[image: External link], who had started her own production company, Pacific Western Productions[image: External link], had previously worked with Cameron in Roger Corman's company and agreed to buy Cameron's screenplay for one dollar, on the condition that Cameron direct the film. Hurd was signed on as a producer, and Cameron finally got his first break as director. Orion Pictures[image: External link] distributed the film.[27] Hurd and Cameron were married from 1985 to 1989.

For the role of the Terminator, Cameron envisioned a man who was not exceptionally muscular, who could "blend into" a crowd. Lance Henriksen[image: External link], who had starred in Piranha II: The Spawning, was considered for the title role, but when Arnold Schwarzenegger and Cameron first met over lunch to discuss Schwarzenegger's playing the role of Kyle Reese[image: External link], both came to the conclusion that the cyborg[image: External link] villain would be the more compelling role for the Austrian[image: External link] bodybuilder[image: External link]; Henriksen got the smaller part of LAPD[image: External link] detective Hal Vukovich and the role of Kyle Reese[image: External link] went to Michael Biehn[image: External link]. In addition, Linda Hamilton first appeared in this film in her iconic role of Sarah Connor[image: External link], and later married Cameron.[19]

The Terminator was a box-office hit, breaking expectations by Orion Pictures[image: External link] executives that the film would be regarded as no more than a sci-fi film, and then only last a week in theaters. It was a low-budget film which cost $6.5 million to make, cutting expenses in such ways as recording the audio track in mono. However, The Terminator eventually earned over $78 million worldwide.[28]
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 Rambo: First Blood Part II (1985)




Main article: Rambo: First Blood Part II[image: External link]


During the early 1980s, Cameron wrote three screenplays simultaneously: The Terminator, Aliens[image: External link], and the first draft of Rambo: First Blood Part II[image: External link]. While Cameron continued with The Terminator and Aliens, Sylvester Stallone eventually took over the script of Rambo: First Blood Part II[image: External link], creating a final draft which differed radically from Cameron's initial vision.[29]
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 Aliens (1986)




Main article: Aliens (film)[image: External link]


Cameron next began the sequel to Alien[image: External link], the 1979 film by Ridley Scott. Cameron named the sequel Aliens and again cast Sigourney Weaver[image: External link] in the iconic role of Ellen Ripley[image: External link]. According to Cameron, the crew on Aliens was hostile to him, regarding him as a poor substitute for Ridley Scott. Cameron sought to show them The Terminator but the majority of the crew refused to watch it and remained skeptical of his direction throughout production. Despite this and other off-screen problems (such as clashing with an uncooperative camera man and having to replace one of the lead actors when Michael Biehn[image: External link] of Terminator took James Remar[image: External link]'s place as Corporal Hicks), Aliens became a box-office success. It received Academy Award nominations for Best Actress in a Leading Role[image: External link] for Weaver, Best Art Direction[image: External link], Best Film Editing[image: External link], Best Original Score[image: External link], Best Sound[image: External link], and won awards for Best Sound Effects Editing[image: External link] and Best Visual Effects[image: External link]. In addition, the film and its lead actress made the cover of TIME magazine as a result of numerous and extensive scenes of women in combat; these were almost without precedent and expressed the feminist[image: External link] theme of the film very strongly.
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 The Abyss (1989)




Main article: The Abyss[image: External link]


Cameron's next project stemmed from an idea that had come up during a high school biology class. The story of oil-rig workers who discover otherworldly underwater creatures became the basis of Cameron's screenplay for The Abyss[image: External link], which cast Ed Harris, Mary Elizabeth Mastrantonio[image: External link] and Michael Biehn[image: External link]. Initially budgeted at $41 million United States (though the production ran considerably over budget), it was considered to be one of the most expensive films of its time and required cutting-edge effects technology. Because much of the filming took place underwater and the technology wasn't advanced enough to digitally create an underwater environment, Cameron chose to shoot much of the movie "reel-for-real", at depths of up to 40 feet (12 m). For creation of the sets, the containment building of an unfinished nuclear power plant was converted, and two huge tanks were used.[30] The main tank was filled with 7,500,000 US gallons (28,000,000 L) of water and the second with 2,500,000 US gallons (9,500,000 L). The cast and crew resided there for much of the filming.
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 Terminator 2: Judgment Day (1991)




Main article: Terminator 2: Judgment Day[image: External link]


After the success of The Terminator, there had been talking about a sequel to continue the story of Sarah Connor[image: External link] and her struggle against machines from the future. Although Cameron had come up with a core idea for the sequel, and Schwarzenegger expressed interest in continuing the story, there were still problems regarding who had the rights to the story, as well as the logistics of the special effects needed to make the sequel. Finally, in the late-1980s, Mario Kassar[image: External link] of Carolco Pictures[image: External link] secured the rights to the sequel, allowing Cameron to greenlight production of the film, now called Terminator 2: Judgment Day[image: External link].

For the film, Linda Hamilton reprised her iconic role of Sarah Connor.[31] In addition, Schwarzenegger also returned in his role as The Terminator, but this time as a protector. Unlike Schwarzenegger's character—the T-800 Terminator which is made of a metal endoskeleton—the new villain of the sequel, called the T-1000[image: External link], is a more advanced Terminator made of liquid metal, and with polymorphic abilities. The T-1000 would also be much less bulky than the T-800. For the role, Cameron cast Robert Patrick[image: External link], a sharp contrast to Schwarzenegger. Cameron explained, "I wanted someone who was extremely fast and agile. If the T-800 is a human Panzer tank[image: External link], then the T-1000 is a Porsche[image: External link]."

Cameron had originally wanted to incorporate this advanced-model-Terminator into the first film, but the special effects at the time were not advanced enough. The ground-breaking effects used in The Abyss to digitally depict the water tentacle convinced Cameron that his liquid metal villain was now possible.

TriStar Pictures[image: External link] agreed to distribute the film, but required a locked release date, intended to be about one year after the start of shooting. The movie, co-written by Cameron and his longtime friend, William Wisher, Jr.[image: External link], had to go from screenplay to finished film in just that amount of time. Like Cameron's previous film, it was one of the most expensive films of its era, with a budget of about $100 million. The biggest challenge of the movie was the special effects used in creating the T-1000. Nevertheless, the film was finished on time and released to theaters on July 3, 1991.

Terminator 2, or T2, as it was abbreviated, broke box-office records (including the opening weekend record for an R-rated[image: External link] film), earning over $200 million in the United States and Canada, and over $300 million in other territories, and became the highest-grossing film of that year. It won four Academy Awards: Best Makeup[image: External link], Best Sound[image: External link], Best Sound Effects Editing[image: External link], and Best Visual Effects[image: External link]. It was also nominated for Best Cinematography[image: External link] and Best Film Editing[image: External link], but lost both Awards to JFK[image: External link].

James Cameron announced a third Terminator film many times during the 1990s, but without coming out with any finished scripts. Kassar and Vajna purchased the rights to the Terminator franchise from a bankruptcy sale of Carolco's assets.[32] Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines[image: External link] was eventually made and released in July 2003 without Cameron's involvement. Jonathan Mostow[image: External link] directed the film and Schwarzenegger returned as the Terminator.

Cameron reunited with the main cast of Terminator 2 to film T2 3-D: Battle Across Time[image: External link], an attraction at Universal Studios[image: External link] Florida, Universal Studios Hollywood, and Universal Studios Japan. It was released in 1996 and was a mini-sequel to Terminator 2: Judgment Day. The show is in two parts: a prequel segment in which a spokesperson talks about Cyberdyne, and the main feature, in which the performers interact with a 3-D movie.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 True Lies (1994)




Main article: True Lies[image: External link]


Before the release of T2, Schwarzenegger came to Cameron with the idea of remaking the French comedy La Totale![image: External link] Titled True Lies[image: External link], with filming beginning after T2's release, the story revolves around a secret-agent spy who leads a double life as a married man, whose wife believes he is a computer salesman. Schwarzenegger was cast as Harry Tasker, a spy charged with stopping a plan by a terrorist[image: External link] to use nuclear weapons[image: External link] against the United States. Jamie Lee Curtis[image: External link] and Eliza Dushku[image: External link] played the character's family, and Tom Arnold[image: External link] the sidekick.

Cameron's Lightstorm Entertainment signed on with Twentieth Century Fox for the production of True Lies. Made on a budget of $115 million and released in 1994, the film earned $146 million in North America, and $232 million abroad. The film received an Academy Award nomination for Best Visual Effects.
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 Strange Days (1995)




Main article: Strange Days (film)[image: External link]


An American science-fiction action thriller film directed by Kathryn Bigelow. It was co-written and produced by her ex-husband James Cameron and co-written by Jay Cocks.
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 Titanic (1997)




Main article: Titanic (1997 film)


Cameron expressed interest in the 1912 sinking of the ship RMS Titanic. He decided to script and film his next project based on this event. The picture revolved around a fictional romance story between two young lovers from different social classes who meet on board. Before production began, he took dives to the bottom of the Atlantic and shot actual footage of the ship underwater, which he inserted into the final film. Much of the film's dialogue was also written during these dives.

Subsequently, Cameron cast Leonardo DiCaprio, Kate Winslet[image: External link], Billy Zane[image: External link], Kathy Bates[image: External link], Frances Fisher[image: External link], Gloria Stuart[image: External link], Bernard Hill[image: External link], Jonathan Hyde[image: External link], Victor Garber[image: External link], Danny Nucci[image: External link], David Warner[image: External link], Suzy Amis[image: External link], and Bill Paxton[image: External link] as the film's principal cast. Cameron's budget for the film reached about $200 million, making it the most expensive movie ever made at the time. Before its release, the film was widely ridiculed for its expense and protracted production schedule.

Released to theaters on December 19, 1997, Titanic grossed less in its first weekend ($28.6 million) than in its second ($35.4 million), an increase of 23.8%. This is unheard of for a widely released film, which is a testament to the movie's appeal. This was especially noteworthy, considering that the film's running time of more than three hours limited the number of showings each theater could schedule. It held the No. 1 spot on the box-office charts for months, eventually grossing a total of $600.8 million in the United States and Canada and more than $1.84 billion worldwide. Titanic became the highest-grossing film of all time, both worldwide and in the United States and Canada[image: External link], and was also the first film to gross more than $1 billion worldwide. It was the highest-grossing film from 1998 until 2010, when Cameron's 2009 film Avatar surpassed its gross.[33]

The CG[image: External link] visuals surrounding the sinking and destruction of the ship were considered spectacular.[34] Despite criticism during production of the film, it received a record-tying 14 Oscar nominations (tied with All About Eve[image: External link]) at the 1998 Academy Awards[image: External link]. It won 11 Oscars (also tying the record for most Oscar wins with Ben-Hur[image: External link] and later The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King[image: External link]), including: Best Picture[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Art Direction[image: External link], Best Cinematography[image: External link], Best Visual Effects[image: External link], Best Film Editing[image: External link], Best Costume Design[image: External link], Best Sound[image: External link], Best Sound Effects Editing[image: External link], Best Original Dramatic Score[image: External link], Best Original Song[image: External link].[35] Upon receiving the Best Director Oscar, Cameron exclaimed, "I'm king of the world!", in reference to one of the main characters' lines from the film. After receiving the Best Picture Oscar along with Jon Landau[image: External link], Cameron asked for a moment of silence for the 1,500 men, women, and children who died when the ship sank.

In March 2010, Cameron revealed that Titanic would be re-released in 3D in April 2012, to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the sinking of the real ship.[36] On March 27, 2012, Cameron attended the world première with Kate Winslet at the Royal Albert Hall[image: External link] in London.[37] Following the re-release, Titanic's domestic total was pushed to $658.6 million and more than $2.18 billion worldwide. It became the second film to gross more than $2 billion worldwide (the first being Avatar).
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 Spider-Man and Dark Angel (2000–2002)




Main articles: Spider-Man in film[image: External link] and Dark Angel (TV series)[image: External link]


Cameron had initially next planned to do a film of the comic-book character Spider-Man[image: External link], a project developed by Menahem Golan[image: External link] of Cannon Films[image: External link]. Columbia hired David Koepp[image: External link] to adapt Cameron's treatment into a screenplay, and Koepp's first draft is taken often word-for-word from Cameron's story,[38] though later drafts were heavily rewritten by Koepp himself, Scott Rosenberg, and Alvin Sargent[image: External link]. Columbia preferred to credit David Koepp solely, and none of the scripts before or after his were ever examined by the Writers Guild of America, East[image: External link] to determine proper credit attribution.[citation needed[image: External link]] Cameron and other writers objected, but Columbia and the WGA prevailed. In its release in 2002, Spider-Man[image: External link] had its screenplay credited solely to Koepp.[39]

Unable to make Spider-Man, Cameron moved to television and created Dark Angel[image: External link], a superheroine[image: External link]-centered series influenced by cyberpunk[image: External link], biopunk[image: External link], contemporary superhero franchises, and third-wave feminism[image: External link]. Co-produced with Charles H. Eglee[image: External link], Dark Angel starred Jessica Alba[image: External link] as Max Guevara[image: External link], a genetically enhanced[image: External link] super-soldier created by a secretive organization. According to a website called DarkAngelFan.com, Cameron's work was said to "bring empowered female warriors back to television screens [...] by mixing the sober feminism of his Terminator and Aliens characters with the sexed-up Girl Power of a Britney Spears concert."[40] While a success in its first season, low ratings in the second led to its cancellation. Cameron himself directed the series finale, a two-hour episode wrapping up many of the series' loose ends.
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 Documentaries (2002–2012)




In 1998 James and John David Cameron formed a digital media company, earthship.tv, which became Earthship Productions.[41] The company produced live multimedia documentaries from the depths of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. With Earthship Productions, John Cameron's recent projects have included undersea documentaries on the Bismarck[image: External link] (Expedition: Bismarck[image: External link], 2002) and the Titanic (Ghosts of the Abyss[image: External link] (2003, in IMAX 3D) and Tony Robinson[image: External link]'s Titanic Adventure (2005)).[42] He was a producer on the 2002 film Solaris[image: External link], and narrated The Exodus Decoded[image: External link].

Cameron is an advocate for stereoscopic[image: External link] digital[image: External link] 3-D films[image: External link]. In a 2003 interview about his IMAX 2D documentary Ghosts of the Abyss[image: External link], he mentioned that he is "going to do everything in 3D now".[43] He has made similar statements in other interviews. Ghosts of the Abyss[image: External link] and Aliens of the Deep[image: External link] (also an IMAX documentary) were both shot in 3-D and released by Walt Disney Pictures[image: External link] and Walden Media[image: External link], and Cameron did the same for his new project, Avatar for 20th Century Fox[image: External link] & Sony Pictures' Columbia Pictures[image: External link]. He intends to use the same technology for The Dive, Sanctum and an adaptation of the manga series Battle Angel Alita[image: External link].

Cameron was the co-founder and CEO of Digital Domain[image: External link], a visual-effects production and technology company.

In addition, he plans to create a 3-D project about the first trip to Mars[image: External link]. ("I've been very interested in the Humans to Mars movement—the 'Mars Underground'—and I've done a tremendous amount of personal research for a novel, a miniseries, and a 3-D film.")[44] He is on the science team for the 2011 Mars Science Laboratory[image: External link].[45]

Cameron announced on February 26, 2007, that he, along with his director, Simcha Jacobovici[image: External link], have documented the unearthing of the Talpiot Tomb[image: External link], which is alleged to be the tomb of Jesus. Unearthed in 1980 by Israeli construction workers, the names on the tomb are claimed, in the documentary, to correlate with the names of Jesus and several individuals closely associated with him. The documentary, named The Lost Tomb of Jesus[image: External link], was broadcast on the Discovery Channel[image: External link] on March 4, 2007.

As a National Geographic[image: External link] explorer-in-residence,[46] Cameron re-investigated the sinking of the Titanic with eight experts in 2012. The investigation was featured in the TV documentary special Titanic: The Final Word with James Cameron, which premiered on April 8 on the National Geographic Channel[image: External link].[47] In the conclusion of the analysis, the consensus revised the CGI animation of the sinking conceived in 1995.[48][49]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Avatar (2009)




Main article: Avatar (2009 film)


In June 2005, Cameron was announced to be working on a project tentatively titled "Project 880" (now known to be Avatar) in parallel with another project, Alita: Battle Angel[image: External link] (an adaptation of the manga series Battle Angel Alita[image: External link]).[50] Both movies were to be shot in 3D. By December, Cameron stated that he wanted to film Battle Angel first, followed by Avatar. However, in February 2006, he switched goals for the two film projects and decided to film Avatar first. He mentioned that if both films were successful, he would be interested in seeing a trilogy being made for both.[51]

Avatar had an estimated budget of over $300 million and was released on December 18, 2009.[52] This marked his first feature film since 1997's Titanic. It is composed almost entirely of computer-generated animation, using a more-advanced version of the "performance capture[image: External link]" technique used by director Robert Zemeckis[image: External link] in The Polar Express[image: External link].[53] James Cameron had written an 80-page scriptment[image: External link] for Avatar in 1995[54] and announced in 1996 that he would make the film after completing Titanic. In December 2006, Cameron explained that the delay in producing the film since the 1990s had been to wait until the technology necessary to create his project was advanced enough, since at the time no studio would finance for the development of the visual effects.[55] The film was originally scheduled to be released in May 2009 but was pushed back to December 2009 to allow more time for post-production on the complex CGI[image: External link] and to give more time for theatres worldwide to install 3D projectors.[56] Cameron originally intended Avatar to be 3D-only.[57]

Avatar broke several box office records during its initial theatrical run. It grossed $749.7 million in the United States and Canada and more than $2.74 billion worldwide, becoming the highest-grossing film of all time in the United States and Canada[image: External link], surpassing Cameron's Titanic.[58] Avatar also became the first movie to ever earn more than $2 billion worldwide. Including revenue from the re-release of Avatar featuring extended footage, it grossed $760.5 million in the United States and Canada and more than $2.78 billion worldwide. It was nominated for nine Academy Awards, including Best Picture[image: External link] and Best Director[image: External link],[59] and won three for Best Art Direction[image: External link], Best Cinematography[image: External link] and Best Visual Effects[image: External link].

Avatar's success made Cameron the highest earner in Hollywood for 2010, netting him $257 million as reported by Vanity Fair.[60]

Disney announced in September 2011 that it would adapt James Cameron's film Avatar into Pandora–The World of Avatar[image: External link],[61] a themed area at Disney's Animal Kingdom[image: External link] in Lake Buena Vista, Florida[image: External link].
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 Sanctum (2011)




Main article: Sanctum (film)[image: External link]


Cameron served as the executive producer of Sanctum, a film detailing the expedition of a team of underwater cave divers who find themselves trapped in a cave, their exit blocked and with no known way to reach the surface either in person or by radio contact.
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 Future projects




In August 2013, Cameron announced his intention to film three sequels to Avatar simultaneously, to be released in December 2016, 2017, and 2018.[62] However, on January 14, 2015, Cameron announced that the release dates for the three sequels were each delayed a year with the first sequel scheduled to be released in December 2017.[63][64] His original plans were to do Battle Angel[image: External link] next, but he changed his mind due to Avatar's success; "My intention when I made Avatar was to do Battle Angel next. However, the positive feedback for Avatar and the support of the message of Avatar, encouraged me to do more of those films."[65] Cameron's Lightstorm Entertainment bought the film rights to the Taylor Stevens novel The Informationist[image: External link] in October 2012 with plans for Cameron to direct it. A screenwriter will be hired to adapt the novel while Cameron works on the Avatar sequels.[66] Another project Cameron has announced is a personal commitment to shoot a film on the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki[image: External link] as told through the story of Tsutomu Yamaguchi[image: External link], a man who survived both attacks. Cameron met with Yamaguchi just days before he died in 2010.[67]

In January 2017, it was reported that Cameron would be returning to the Terminator franchise[image: External link] as producer and creative consultant for the next film installment, with Tim Miller[image: External link] signed on as director.[68] In May 2017, Arnold Schwarzenegger confirmed that he will return in the film and that James Cameron will be involved.[69]
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 Cancelled films




In the mid-1990s, Cameron announced that he would make a Spider-Man[image: External link] film, with Leonardo DiCaprio starring as Spider-Man[image: External link] and Arnold Schwarzenegger starring as Doc Ock[image: External link]. However, the project was cancelled and dropped by Cameron, but his script was rewritten by David Koepp[image: External link] for the 2002 movie Spider-Man[image: External link], directed by Sam Raimi[image: External link].

In 1996, James Cameron decided to produce the new installment in the Planet of the Apes franchise[image: External link], but it was cancelled before the Tim Burton version[image: External link] was made.[70]
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 Personal life




Cameron has been married five times to the following spouses: Sharon Williams (1978–1984), Gale Anne Hurd[image: External link] (1985–1989), director Kathryn Bigelow[image: External link] (1989–1991), Linda Hamilton (1997–1999, daughter Josephine born in 1993), and Suzy Amis[image: External link] (2000–present). Cameron had dated Hamilton since 1991. Eight months after the marriage, however, they separated, and within days of Cameron's Oscar victory with Titanic, the couple announced their divorce. As part of the divorce settlement, Cameron was ordered to pay Hamilton $50 million.[71] Hamilton later revealed that the reason for their divorce was not only Cameron's blind devotion to his work to the exclusion of almost everything else, but also that he had been dating Suzy Amis, as they were "taking a break from each other and he was free to go with her",[72] an actress he cast as Lizzy Calvert in Titanic.[73] He married Amis in 2000, and they have one son and two daughters. Hurd was the producer of Cameron's The Terminator[image: External link], Aliens[image: External link], and The Abyss[image: External link], and the executive producer of Terminator 2: Judgment Day[image: External link]. Hamilton played the role of Sarah Connor in both Terminator films. Amis played the part of Lizzy Calvert, Rose's granddaughter, in Titanic. Both Cameron (Avatar) and Bigelow (The Hurt Locker[image: External link]) were nominated for the Oscar, the Golden Globe, and the BAFTA Award[image: External link] for Best Director for films released in 2009. Cameron won the Golden Globe, while Bigelow won the Oscar and the BAFTA for Best Director, becoming the first woman to win either.[74][75]

Cameron divides his time between his home in California and his second home in New Zealand,[76] a country he fell in love with when he was filming Avatar.[77] In 2016, Cameron partnered with Tourism New Zealand[image: External link] to produce a series of videos that expressed his love for the country.[78]

Cameron is a member of the NASA Advisory Council[image: External link] and is working on the project to put cameras on an upcoming manned Mars[image: External link] mission.[79] Cameron has also given speeches and raised money for the Mars Society[image: External link], a non-profit organization lobbying for the colonization of Mars[image: External link].[80][81]

Cameron became an expert on deep-sea exploration in conjunction with his research and underwater filming for The Abyss (1989)[image: External link] and Titanic (1997).[82] In June 2010, Cameron met in Washington with the EPA[image: External link] to discuss possible solutions to the 2010 Deepwater Horizon (BP) oil spill[image: External link]. Later that week at the All Things Digital Conference, he attracted some notoriety when he stated, "Over the last few weeks I've watched...and been thinking, 'Those morons don't know what they're doing'." Reportedly, Cameron had offered BP[image: External link] help to plug the oil well, but it declined.[82][83][84] The oil spill was eventually stopped using techniques similar to those Cameron recommended.[85]

Although Cameron has resided in the United States since 1971, he remains a Canadian citizen. Cameron applied for American citizenship in 2004 but withdrew his application after George W. Bush[image: External link] won the presidential election.[86]

Cameron calls himself "Converted Agnostic", and says "I've sworn off agnosticism, which I now call cowardly atheism[image: External link]". As a child he described the Lord's Prayer[image: External link] as being a "tribal chant".[87]

In June 2013, British artist Roger Dean[image: External link] filed a legal action at a court in New York against Cameron. Dean accused Cameron of "wilful and deliberate copying, dissemination and exploitation" of his original images, relating to Cameron's 2009 film Avatar and sought damages of $50m.[88] Dean subsequently lost the case.[89]

Early in 2014, Cameron purchased the Beaufort Vineyard and Estate Winery in Courtenay, British Columbia[image: External link], at a price of $2.7 million, as well as a number of other businesses in the area, including cattle ranching operations, to pursue his passion for sustainable agribusiness.[90]
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 Deep sea dives




On March 7, 2012, Cameron took the Deepsea Challenger[image: External link] submersible to the bottom of the New Britain Trench[image: External link] in a five-mile-deep solo dive.[91] On March 26, 2012, Cameron reached the Challenger Deep[image: External link], the deepest part of the Mariana Trench[image: External link].[9] He spent more than three hours exploring the ocean floor before returning to the surface.[92] Cameron is the first person to accomplish the trip solo.[9] He was preceded by unmanned dives in 1995[image: External link] and 2009[image: External link] and by Jacques Piccard[image: External link] and Don Walsh[image: External link], who were the first men to reach the bottom of the Mariana Trench aboard the Bathyscaphe Trieste[image: External link] in 1960.[93] Cameron has made a three-dimensional film of his dive.[94] During his dive to the Challenger Deep, the data he collected resulted in interesting new finds in the field of marine biology, including new species of sea cucumber, squid worm, and giant single-celled amoeba, which are exciting finds due to the harshness of the environment.[95] Cameron is also one of the two men in history to stand on Challenger Deep.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Veganism




In 2012, Cameron, his wife and his children adopted a vegan diet[image: External link].[96][97] Cameron explains that "By changing what you eat, you will change the entire contract between the human species and the natural world".[98]

When asked what's the best thing an individual can do to fight climate change, Cameron said, "Stop eating animals."[99]

Cameron and his wife are featured in Eating You Alive, a 2016 American documentary. His The Game Changers (2017) showcases vegan athletes and other icons[100]
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 MUSE School




In 2006 Cameron's wife co-founded MUSE School[image: External link], in 2015 the school became the first K-12[image: External link] vegan school in the United States.[101]
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 Influence




Cameron's directorial style has provided great influence throughout the film industry. Buffy the Vampire Slayer[image: External link] and Firefly[image: External link] creator Joss Whedon[image: External link] stated that Cameron's approach to action scenes was influential to those in The Avengers[image: External link]. Whedon also admired Cameron's ability of writing female characters such as Ellen Ripley[image: External link].[102] He also cited Cameron as "the leader and the teacher and the Yoda[image: External link]".[103] Michael Bay[image: External link] considers Cameron an idol and was convinced by him to use 3D in Transformers: Dark of the Moon[image: External link].[104] Cameron's approach to 3D also inspired Baz Luhrmann to use it in The Great Gatsby.[105] Other directors that have drawn inspiration from Cameron include Peter Jackson[image: External link], Neill Blomkamp[image: External link] and Quentin Tarantino.[106][107][108]
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 Reputation




In 1999, Cameron was labeled selfish and cruel by one collaborator, author Orson Scott Card[image: External link], who had been hired a decade earlier to work with Cameron on the novelization[image: External link] of The Abyss. Card said the experience was "hell on wheels. He was very nice to me, because I could afford to walk away. But he made everyone around him miserable, and his unkindness did nothing to improve the film in any way. Nor did it motivate people to work faster or better. And unless he changes his way of working with people, I hope he never directs anything of mine. In fact, now that this is in print, I can fairly guarantee that he will never direct anything of mine. Life is too short to collaborate with selfish, cruel people."[109] He later alluded to Cameron in his review of Me and Orson Welles[image: External link], where he described witnessing a famous director chew out an assistant for his own error.[110]

After working with Cameron on Titanic, Kate Winslet[image: External link] decided she would not work with Cameron again unless she earned "a lot of money". She said that Cameron was a nice man, but she found his temper difficult to deal with.[111] In an editorial, the British newspaper The Independent[image: External link] said that Cameron "is a nightmare to work with. Studios have come to fear his habit of straying way over schedule and over budget. He is notorious on set for his uncompromising and dictatorial manner, as well as his flaming temper."[111]

Sam Worthington, who worked with Cameron on Avatar, stated on The Jay Leno Show[image: External link] that Cameron had very high expectations from everyone: he would use a nail gun[image: External link] to nail the film crew's cell phones to a wall above an exit door in retaliation for unwanted ringing during production.[112] Other actors, such as Bill Paxton[image: External link] and Sigourney Weaver[image: External link], have praised Cameron's perfectionism. Weaver said of Cameron: "He really does want us to risk our lives and limbs for the shot, but he doesn't mind risking his own."[113] Michael Biehn[image: External link] has also praised Cameron, claiming "Jim is a really passionate person. He cares more about his movies than other directors care about their movies", but added "I’ve never seen him yell at anybody." However, Biehn did claim Cameron is "not real sensitive when it comes to actors and their trailers."[114]

Composer James Horner[image: External link] refused to work with Cameron for a decade following their strained working relationship on 1986's Aliens[image: External link].[115] They eventually settled their differences, and Horner went on to score both Titanic and Avatar.[116]

In 2014, Cameron was the keynote speaker at the first annual Fame and Philanthropy[image: External link], a charity fundraiser which raised money for several high-profile celebrity charities. Cameron was one of several guest speakers at the event along with Charlize Theron and Halle Berry[image: External link].[117]

In a 2015 interview together, actresses Sigourney Weaver[image: External link] and Jamie Lee Curtis[image: External link], who both worked with Cameron, commented very positively on him. Curtis stated, "the truth is he can do every other job [than acting]. I'm talking about every single department, from art direction to props to wardrobe to cameras, he knows more than everyone doing the job." Weaver answered "There are very few geniuses in the world, let alone in our business, and he's certainly one of them." She also said, "he's misunderstood in the industry, somewhat. He is so generous to actors."[118]
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 Awards




Cameron received the inaugural Ray Bradbury Award[image: External link] from the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America[image: External link] in 1992 for Terminator 2: Judgment Day[image: External link] (Avatar would be a finalist in 2010).[119]

Cameron did not receive any major mainstream filmmaking awards prior to Titanic. For Titanic he won several including Academy Awards for Best Picture[image: External link] (shared with Jon Landau[image: External link]), Best Director[image: External link] and Best Film Editing[image: External link] (shared with Conrad Buff[image: External link] and Richard A. Harris[image: External link]). Cameron is one of the few filmmakers to win three Oscars in a single evening and Golden Globes[image: External link] for Best Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link] and Best Director[image: External link].

In recognition of "a distinguished career as a Canadian filmmaker", Carleton University[image: External link], Ottawa, awarded Cameron the honorary degree of Doctor of Fine Arts on June 13, 1998. Cameron accepted the degree in person and gave the Convocation Address.[citation needed[image: External link]]

He also received an honorary doctorate in October 1998 from Brock University[image: External link] in St. Catharines, Ontario, for his accomplishments in the international film industry.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1998, Cameron attended convocation to receive an honorary doctorate of Laws from Ryerson University, Toronto. The university awards its highest honor to those who have made extraordinary contributions in Canada, or internationally.

In 1999, Cameron received the honorary Doctor of Fine Arts degree[120] from California State University, Fullerton[image: External link], where he had been a student in the 1970s. He received the degree at the university's annual Commencement exercises that year, where he gave the keynote speech.

In recognition of his contributions to underwater filming and remote vehicle technology, the University of Southampton[image: External link] awarded Cameron the honorary degree of Doctor of the University. Cameron did not attend the Engineering Sciences graduation[image: External link] ceremony in July 2004 where the degree was awarded but instead received it in person at the National Oceanography Centre[image: External link].[121]

On June 3, 2008, it was announced that he would be inducted into Canada's Walk of Fame[image: External link].[122] On December 18, 2009, the same day Avatar was released worldwide, Cameron received the 2,396th star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link].[123] After the release of Avatar, on February 28, 2010, Cameron was also honored with a Visual Effects Society[image: External link] (VES) Lifetime Achievement Award.

For Avatar, Cameron won numerous awards as well, including: Golden Globes for Best Motion Picture – Drama (shared with Jon Landau) and Best Director. He was nominated for three Academy Awards: Best Picture, Best Director and Best Film Editing (shared with John Refoua[image: External link] and Stephen E. Rivkin[image: External link]).[124] However, Cameron and Avatar lost to his former wife[125] Kathryn Bigelow[image: External link] and her film, The Hurt Locker[image: External link].

On September 24, 2010, James Cameron was named Number 1 in The 2010 Guardian Film Power 100 list.[126] In a list compiled by the British magazine New Statesman in September 2010, he was listed 30th in the list of "The World's 50 Most Influential Figures 2010".[127]

The Science Fiction Hall of Fame[image: External link] inducted Cameron in June 2012.[128]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Awards




Cameron has received numerous awards; mainly for Titanic and Avatar.




	Year
	Film
	Role
	Notes



	1984
	The Terminator[image: External link]
	Director, Writer
	Avoriaz Fantastic Film Festival – Grand Prize[image: External link]

Saturn Award for Best Science Fiction Film[image: External link]

Saturn Award for Best Writing[image: External link]

Nominated — Saturn Award for Best Director[image: External link]



	1985
	Rambo: First Blood Part II[image: External link]
	Writer
	Razzie Award for Worst Screenplay[image: External link]



	1986
	Aliens[image: External link]
	Director, Writer
	Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation[image: External link]

Saturn Award for Best Science Fiction Film[image: External link]

Saturn Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Saturn Award for Best Writing[image: External link]

Kinema Junpo Award for Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link]

Nominated — Japan Academy Prize for Outstanding Foreign Language Film[image: External link]

Nominated — DVD Exclusive Award for Best Audio Commentary[image: External link]



	1989
	The Abyss[image: External link]
	Director, Writer
	Saturn Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Nominated — Saturn Award for Best Science Fiction Film[image: External link]

Nominated — Saturn Award for Best Writing[image: External link]

Nominated — Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation[image: External link]



	1991
	Terminator 2: Judgment Day[image: External link]
	Director, Writer and Producer
	MTV Movie Award for Best Movie[image: External link]

Ray Bradbury Award for Outstanding Dramatic Presentation[image: External link][119]

Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation[image: External link]

Saturn Award for Best Science Fiction Film[image: External link]

Saturn Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Mainichi Film Concour Award for Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link]

People's Choice Award for Favorite Dramatic Motion Picture[image: External link]

Nominated — Academy Award for Best Film Editing[image: External link]

Nominated — Saturn Award for Best Writing[image: External link]

Nominated — Japan Academy Prize for Outstanding Foreign Language Film[image: External link]



	1994
	True Lies[image: External link]
	Director, Writer and Producer
	Saturn Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Nominated — Saturn Award for Best Action/Adventure/Thriller Film[image: External link]

Nominated — Japan Academy Prize for Outstanding Foreign Language Film[image: External link]



	1997
	Titanic
	Director, Writer, Producer and Editor
	Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link]

Academy Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Academy Award for Best Film Editing[image: External link]

Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link]

Golden Globe Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Empire Award for Best Film[image: External link]

Amanda Award for Best Foreign Feature Film[image: External link]

Eddie Award for Best Edited Feature Film[image: External link]

Blue Ribbon Award for Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link]

Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Directors Guild of America Award for Outstanding Directorial Achievement in Motion Pictures[image: External link]

Producers Guild of America Award for Motion Picture Producer of the Year[image: External link]

MTV Movie Award for Best Movie[image: External link]

Hochi Film Award for Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link]

Japan Academy Prize for Outstanding Foreign Language Film[image: External link]

Mexican Cinema Journalists – Best Foreign Film

International Monitor Award for Theatrical Releases – Color Correction

Kansas City Film Critics Circle Award for Best Film

Kids' Choice Award for Favorite Movie[image: External link]

Mainichi Film Award for Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link]

National Board of Review[image: External link] Spotlight Award – For the use of special effects technology

Online Film Critics Society Award for Best Director[image: External link]

People's Choice Award[image: External link] for Favorite Dramatic Motion Picture

People's Choice Award for Favorite Motion Picture

Satellite Award for Best Film

Satellite Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Saturn Award for Best Action or Adventure Film[image: External link]



	2003
	Ghosts of the Abyss[image: External link]
	Director and Producer
	Nominated by the Broadcast Film Critics Association[image: External link] for Best Documentary



	2009
	Avatar[129]
	Director, Writer, Producer and Editor
	Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture - Drama[image: External link]

Golden Globe Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Empire Award for Best Film[image: External link]

Empire Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Action Movie

Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Editing[image: External link]

Japan Academy Prize for Outstanding Foreign Language Film[image: External link]

Lumière Award[image: External link] for Live Action 3-D Feature [Film]

Youthfulness Award for Favourite Flick[image: External link]

New York Film Critics Online Award for Best Film[image: External link]

Santa Barbara International Film Festival[image: External link] Lucky Brand Modern Master Award

PETA[image: External link]'s Proggy Award for Outstanding Feature Film

Environmental Media Award[image: External link] for Feature Film

Saturn Award – Visionary Award[image: External link]

Saturn Award for Best Science Fiction Film[image: External link]

Saturn Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Saturn Award for Best Writing[image: External link]

Scream Award for 3-D Top Three[image: External link]

Scream Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Teen Choice Award for Favorite Sci-Fi Movie[image: External link]

People's Choice Award[image: External link] for Favorite 3-D Live Action Movie

People's Choice Award for Favorite 3-D Animated Movie

Cinema of Brazil[image: External link] – Best Foreign Language Film

Italian National Syndicate of Film Journalists[image: External link] – Best 3-D Film Director

Nominated — Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link]

Nominated — Academy Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Nominated — Academy Award for Best Film Editing[image: External link]

Nominated — Producers Guild of America Award for Motion Picture Producer of the Year[image: External link]
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 Collaborations




Cameron has consistently worked with Bill Paxton[image: External link], Michael Biehn[image: External link], Lance Henriksen[image: External link], Jenette Goldstein[image: External link] and Arnold Schwarzenegger.



	Actor
	Xenogenesis[image: External link]

(1978)
	Piranha II: The Spawning[image: External link]

(1981)
	The Terminator[image: External link]

(1984)
	Aliens[image: External link]

(1986)
	The Abyss[image: External link]

(1989)
	Terminator 2: Judgment Day[image: External link]

(1991)
	True Lies[image: External link]

(1994)
	Titanic

(1997)
	Expedition: Bismarck[image: External link]

(2002)
	Ghosts of the Abyss[image: External link]

(2003)
	Avatar

(2009)
	Total



	Bill Paxton[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5



	William Wisher, Jr.[image: External link]1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4



	Lance Henriksen[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4



	Michael Biehn[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	4



	Arnold Schwarzenegger
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3



	Jenette Goldstein[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3



	Linda Hamilton
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2



	Earl Boen[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2



	Sigourney Weaver[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2




1 Apart from acting, Wisher Jr. also collaborated with Cameron in writing credits.

2 Biehn's reprise of the role of Kyle Reese was cut from the theatrical release, but was restored in the Special Edition on DVD/Blu-ray.
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 Recurring themes




Cameron's films have recurring themes and subtexts. These include the conflicts between humanity and technology,[130] the dangers of corporate greed,[131] strong female characters,[132] and a strong romance subplot.[132] In almost all films, the main characters usually get into dramatic crisis situations with significant threats to their own life or even the threat of an impending apocalypse[image: External link]. The Abyss dealt with deep sea exploration (shot in an unfinished nuclear reactor filled with water) and Cameron himself became an expert in the field of deep-sea wreckage exploration, exploring the wreckage of the Titanic and the Bismarck.[133] Cameron will return to this theme with The Dive, shooting from a minisub.
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 Filmography




Main article: James Cameron filmography[image: External link]




	Year
	Title
	Writer
	Studio



	1981
	Piranha II: The Spawning[image: External link]
	James Cameron, Ovidio G. Assonitis[image: External link] and Charles H. Eglee[image: External link]
	Columbia Pictures[image: External link]



	1984
	The Terminator[image: External link]
	James Cameron and Gale Anne Hurd[image: External link]
	Orion Pictures[image: External link]



	1986
	Aliens[image: External link]
	James Cameron, David Giler[image: External link] and Walter Hill[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox[image: External link]



	1989
	The Abyss[image: External link]
	James Cameron



	1991
	Terminator 2: Judgment Day[image: External link]
	James Cameron and William Wisher[image: External link]
	TriStar Pictures[image: External link]



	1994
	True Lies[image: External link]
	James Cameron and Randall Frakes[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox

Universal Studios[image: External link]



	1997
	Titanic
	James Cameron
	Paramount Pictures[image: External link]

20th Century Fox



	2009
	Avatar
	20th Century Fox




Cameron has contributed to many projects as a writer, director, and producer, or as a combination of the three.

Cameron's first film was the 1978 science fiction short film[image: External link] Xenogenesis[image: External link], which he directed, wrote and produced. Cameron's films have grossed a total of over $7 billion worldwide.

In addition to works of fiction, Cameron has directed and appeared in several documentaries including Ghosts of the Abyss[image: External link] and Aliens of the Deep[image: External link]. He also contributed to a number of television series including Dark Angel[image: External link] and Entourage[image: External link].
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 Reception




Critical, public and commercial reception to films James Cameron has directed as of May 7, 2015.



	Film
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link][134]
	Metacritic[135]
	CinemaScore[image: External link][136]
	Budget
	Box office[137]



	Piranha II: The Spawning
	7% (15 reviews)
	N/A
	N/A
	$145,786
	N/A



	The Terminator
	100% (56 reviews)
	83 (11 reviews)
	N/A
	$6,400,000
	$78,371,200



	Aliens
	98% (62 reviews)
	87 (9 reviews)
	A
	$17,000,000
	$131,060,248



	The Abyss
	89% (44 reviews)
	62 (14 reviews)
	A
	$70,000,000
	$90,000,098



	Terminator 2: Judgment Day
	93% (67 reviews)
	75 (22 reviews)
	A+
	$94,000,000
	$519,843,345



	True Lies
	72% (47 reviews)
	63 (17 reviews)
	A
	$115,000,000
	$378,882,411



	Titanic
	88% (178 reviews)
	74 (34 reviews)
	A+
	$200,000,000
	$2,186,772,302



	Ghosts of the Abyss
	80% (100 reviews)
	67 (24 reviews)
	N/A
	$13,000,000
	$28,780,668



	Aliens of the Deep
	84% (61 reviews)
	71 (18 reviews)
	N/A
	
	$12,770,637



	Avatar
	83% (293 reviews)
	83 (35 reviews)
	A
	$237,000,000
	$2,787,965,087
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 See also





	James Cameron's unrealized projects[image: External link]
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Titanic (1997 film)






Titanic is a 1997 American epic[image: External link] romance[image: External link]-disaster film[image: External link] directed, written, co-produced, and co-edited by James Cameron. A fictionalized account of the sinking[image: External link] of the RMS Titanic, it stars Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet[image: External link] as members of different social classes[image: External link] who fall in love aboard the ship during its ill-fated maiden voyage[image: External link].

Cameron's inspiration for the film came from his fascination with shipwrecks[image: External link]; he felt a love story interspersed with the human loss would be essential to convey the emotional impact of the disaster. Production began in 1995, when Cameron shot footage of the actual Titanic wreck. The modern scenes on the research vessel were shot on board the Akademik Mstislav Keldysh[image: External link], which Cameron had used as a base when filming the wreck. Scale models[image: External link], computer-generated imagery[image: External link], and a reconstruction of the Titanic built at Playas de Rosarito in Baja California[image: External link] were used to re-create the sinking. The film was partially funded by Paramount Pictures[image: External link] and 20th Century Fox[image: External link]. It was the most expensive film[image: External link] made at that time, with an estimated budget of $200 million.

Upon its release on December 19, 1997, Titanic achieved critical and commercial success. Nominated for fourteen Academy Awards, it tied All About Eve[image: External link] (1950) for the most Oscar nominations, and won eleven, including the awards for Best Picture[image: External link] and Best Director[image: External link], tying Ben Hur[image: External link] (1959) for the most Oscars won by a single film. With an initial worldwide gross of over $1.84 billion, Titanic was the first film to reach the billion-dollar mark. It remained the highest-grossing film of all time until Cameron's 2009 film Avatar surpassed it in 2010. A 3D[image: External link] version of Titanic, released on April 4, 2012 to commemorate the centennial of the sinking, earned it an additional $343.6 million worldwide, pushing the film's worldwide total to $2.18 billion. It became the second film to gross more than $2 billion worldwide (after Avatar).



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Plot




In 1996, treasure hunter Brock Lovett and his team aboard the research vessel Akademik Mstislav Keldysh[image: External link] search the wreck of RMS Titanic for a necklace with a rare diamond, the Heart of the Ocean[image: External link]. They recover a safe containing a drawing of a young woman wearing only the necklace dated April 14, 1912, the day the ship struck the iceberg.[Note 1] Rose Dawson Calvert, the woman in the drawing, is brought aboard Keldysh and tells Lovett of her experiences aboard Titanic.

In 1912 Southampton[image: External link], 17-year-old first-class passenger Rose DeWitt Bukater, her fiancé Cal Hockley, and her mother Ruth board the luxurious Titanic. Ruth emphasizes that Rose's marriage will resolve their family's financial problems and retain their high-class persona. Distraught over the engagement, Rose considers suicide[image: External link] by jumping from the stern; Jack Dawson, a penniless artist, intervenes and discourages her. Discovered with Jack, Rose tells a concerned Cal that she was peering over the edge and Jack saved her from falling. When Cal becomes indifferent, she suggests to him that Jack deserves a reward. He invites Jack to dine with them in first class the following night. Jack and Rose develop a tentative friendship, despite Cal and Ruth being wary of him. Following dinner, Rose secretly joins Jack at a party in third class.

Aware of Cal and Ruth's disapproval, Rose rebuffs Jack's advances, but realizes she prefers him over Cal. After rendezvousing on the bow at sunset, Rose takes Jack to her state room; at her request, Jack sketches Rose posing nude wearing Cal's engagement present, the Heart of the Ocean necklace. They evade Cal's bodyguard and have sex in an automobile inside the cargo hold. On the forward deck, they witness a collision with an iceberg and overhear the officers and designer discussing its seriousness.

Cal discovers Jack's sketch of Rose and an insulting note from her in his safe along with the necklace. When Jack and Rose attempt to inform Cal of the collision, he has his bodyguard slip the necklace into Jack's pocket and accuses him of theft. Jack is arrested, taken to the master-at-arms[image: External link]' office, and handcuffed to a pipe. Cal puts the necklace in his own coat pocket.

With the ship sinking, Rose flees Cal and her mother, who has boarded a lifeboat, and frees Jack. On the boat deck, Cal and Jack encourage her to board a lifeboat; Cal claims he can get himself and Jack off safely. After Rose boards one, Cal tells Jack the arrangement is only for himself. As her boat lowers, Rose decides that she cannot leave Jack and jumps back on board. Cal takes his bodyguard's pistol and chases Rose and Jack into the flooding first-class dining saloon. After using up his ammunition, Cal realizes he gave his coat and consequently the necklace to Rose. He later boards a collapsible lifeboat by carrying a lost child.

After braving several obstacles, Jack and Rose return to the boat deck. The lifeboats have departed and passengers are falling to their deaths as the stern rises out of the water. The ship breaks in half, lifting the stern into the air. Jack and Rose ride it into the ocean and he helps her onto a wooden panel only buoyant enough for one person. He assures her that she will die an old woman, warm in her bed. Jack dies of hypothermia[image: External link][7] but Rose is saved.

With Rose hiding from Cal en route, the RMS Carpathia[image: External link] takes the survivors to New York City where Rose gives her name as Rose Dawson. She later finds out Cal committed suicide after losing all his money in the 1929 Wall Street crash[image: External link].

Back in the present, Lovett decides to abandon his search after hearing Rose's story. Alone on the stern of Keldysh, Rose takes out the Heart of the Ocean — in her possession all along — and drops it into the sea over the wreck site. While she is seemingly asleep or has died in her bed, photos on her dresser depict a life of freedom and adventure inspired by the life she wanted to live with Jack. A young Rose reunites with Jack at the Titanic's Grand Staircase[image: External link], applauded by those who died.
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Leonardo DiCaprio as Jack Dawson: Cameron said he needed the cast to feel as though they were really on the Titanic, to relive its liveliness, and "to take that energy and give it to Jack, [...] an artist who is able to have his heart soar".[8] Jack is portrayed as an itinerant, poor orphan from Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin[image: External link], who has toured numerous places in the world, including Paris. He wins two tickets onto the RMS Titanic in a poker game and travels as a third-class passenger with his friend Fabrizio. He is attracted to Rose at first sight and meets her when she contemplates throwing herself off the stern of the ship. Her fiance's "reward", an invitation to dine with them the next evening, enables Jack to mix with the first-class passengers for a night. When casting the role, various established actors, including Matthew McConaughey, Chris O'Donnell[image: External link], Billy Crudup[image: External link], and Stephen Dorff[image: External link], were considered, but Cameron felt that a few of the actors were too old for the part of a 20-year-old.[9][10][11][12] Tom Cruise was interested in portraying the character, but his asking price[image: External link] was too much for the studio to consider.[10] Cameron considered Jared Leto for the role, but Leto refused to audition.[13] DiCaprio, 21 years old at the time, was brought to Cameron's attention by casting director Mali Finn[image: External link].[9] Initially, he did not want to portray the character and refused to read his first romantic scene on the set (see below). Cameron said, "He read it once, then started goofing around, and I could never get him to focus on it again. But for one split second, a shaft of light came down from the heavens and lit up the forest." Cameron strongly believed in DiCaprio's acting ability and told him, "Look, I'm not going to make this guy brooding and neurotic. I'm not going to give him a tic and a limp and all the things you want." Cameron rather envisioned the character as a James Stewart type.[9] Although Jack Dawson was a fictional character, in Fairview Cemetery[image: External link] in Halifax, Nova Scotia[image: External link], where 121 victims are buried, there is a grave labeled "J. Dawson". The real J. Dawson was Joseph Dawson, who shoveled coal in the bowels of the ship. "It wasn't until after the movie came out that we found out that there was a J. Dawson gravestone," said the film's producer, Jon Landau[image: External link], in an interview.[14]


	
Kate Winslet[image: External link] as Rose DeWitt Bukater: Cameron said Winslet "had the thing that you look for" and that there was "a quality in her face, in her eyes," that he "just knew people would be ready to go the distance with her".[8] Rose is a 17-year-old girl, originally from Philadelphia[image: External link], who is forced into an engagement to 30-year-old Cal Hockley so she and her mother, Ruth, can maintain their high-class status after her father's death had left the family debt-ridden. Rose boards the RMS Titanic with Cal and Ruth, as a first-class passenger, and meets Jack. Winslet said of her character, "She has got a lot to give, and she's got a very open heart. And she wants to explore and adventure the world, but she [feels] that's not going to happen."[8] Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link], Winona Ryder[image: External link], Claire Danes[image: External link], and Gabrielle Anwar[image: External link] had been considered for the role.[9][15][16][17] When they turned it down, 20-year-old Winslet campaigned heavily for the role. She sent Cameron daily notes from England, which led Cameron to invite her to Hollywood for auditions. As with DiCaprio, casting director Mali Finn originally brought her to Cameron's attention. When looking for a Rose, Cameron described the character as "an Audrey Hepburn[image: External link] type" and was initially uncertain about casting Winslet even after her screen test[image: External link] impressed him.[9] After she screen tested with DiCaprio, Winslet was so thoroughly impressed with him, that she whispered to Cameron, "He's great. Even if you don't pick me, pick him." Winslet sent Cameron a single rose with a card signed, "From Your Rose", and lobbied him by phone. "You don't understand!" she pleaded one day when she reached him by mobile phone in his Humvee. "I am Rose! I don't know why you're even seeing anyone else!" Her persistence, as well as her talent, eventually convinced him to cast her in the role.[9]


	
Billy Zane[image: External link] as Caledon Nathan "Cal" Hockley: Cal is Rose's 30-year-old fiancé. He is arrogant and snobbish, and the heir to a Pittsburgh[image: External link] steel fortune. He becomes increasingly embarrassed by, jealous of, and cruel about Rose's relationship with Jack. The part was originally offered to Matthew McConaughey.[10]


	
Frances Fisher[image: External link] as Ruth DeWitt Bukater: Rose's widowed mother, who arranges her daughter's engagement to Cal to maintain her family's high-society status. She loves her daughter but believes that social position is more important than having a loving marriage. She scorns Jack, even though he saved her daughter's life.

	
Gloria Stuart[image: External link] as Rose Dawson Calvert: Rose narrates the film in a modern-day framing device[image: External link]. Cameron stated, "In order to see the present and the past, I decided to create a fictional survivor who is [close to] 101 years, and she connects us in a way through history."[8] The 100-year-old Rose gives Lovett information regarding the "Heart of the Ocean" after he discovers a nude drawing of her in the wreck. She tells the story of her time aboard the ship, mentioning Jack for the first time since the sinking. At 87, Stuart had to be made up to look older for the role.[10] Of casting Stuart, Cameron stated, "My casting director found her. She was sent out on a mission to find retired actresses from the Golden Age of the thirties and forties[image: External link]."[18] Cameron said that he did not know who Stuart was, and Fay Wray[image: External link] was also considered for the role. "But [Stuart] was just so into it, and so lucid, and had such a great spirit. And I saw the connection between her spirit and [Winslet's] spirit," stated Cameron. "I saw this joie de vivre[image: External link] in both of them, that I thought the audience would be able to make that cognitive leap that it's the same person."[18] Stuart died on September 26, 2010, at age 100, approximately the same age elder Rose was in the film.[19]


	
Bill Paxton[image: External link] as Brock Lovett: A treasure hunter looking for the "Heart of the Ocean" in the wreck of the Titanic in the present. Time and funding for his expedition are running out. He later reflects at the film's conclusion that, despite thinking about Titanic for three years, he has never understood it until he hears Rose's story.

	
Suzy Amis[image: External link] as Lizzy Calvert: Rose's granddaughter, who accompanies her when she visits Lovett on the ship and learns her grandmother's true identity and romantic past with Jack Dawson.

	
Danny Nucci[image: External link] as Fabrizio De Rossi: Jack's Italian best friend, who boards the RMS Titanic with him after Jack wins two tickets in a poker game. Fabrizio does not board a lifeboat when the Titanic sinks and is killed when one of the ship's funnels breaks and crashes into the water.

	
David Warner[image: External link] as Spicer Lovejoy: An ex- Pinkerton[image: External link] constable, Lovejoy is Cal's English valet and bodyguard, who keeps an eye on Rose and is suspicious about the circumstances surrounding Jack's rescue of her. He dies when the Titanic splits in half, causing him to fall into a massive opening.

	
Jason Barry[image: External link] as Thomas "Tommy" Ryan: An Irish third-class passenger who befriends Jack and Fabrizio. Tommy is killed when he is accidentally pushed forward and shot by a panicked First Officer Murdoch.
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Although not intended to be an entirely accurate depiction of events,[20] the film includes portrayals of several historical figures:


	
Kathy Bates[image: External link] as Margaret "Molly" Brown[image: External link]: Brown is looked down upon by other first-class women, including Ruth, as "vulgar" and "new money[image: External link]". She is friendly to Jack and lends him a tuxedo (bought for her son) when he is invited to dinner in the first-class dining saloon. Despite Brown being a real person, Cameron decided not to portray her real-life actions. Molly Brown was dubbed "The Unsinkable Molly Brown" by historians because she, with the support of other women, commandeered Lifeboat 6[image: External link] from Quartermaster Robert Hichens[image: External link].[21] Some aspects of this altercation are portrayed in Cameron's film.

	
Victor Garber[image: External link] as Thomas Andrews[image: External link]: The ship's builder, Andrews is portrayed as a very kind and pleasant man who is modest about his grand achievement. After the collision, he tries to convince the others, particularly Ismay, that it is a "mathematical certainty" that the ship will sink. He is depicted during the sinking of the ship as standing next to the clock in the first-class smoking room, lamenting his failure to build a strong and safe ship. Although this has become one of the most famous legends of the sinking of the Titanic, this story, which was published in a 1912 book (Thomas Andrews: Shipbuilder) and therefore perpetuated, came from John Stewart, a steward on the ship who in fact left the ship in boat n. 15 at approximately 1:40 a.m.[22] There were testimonies of sightings of Andrews after that moment.[22] It appears that Andrews stayed in the smoking room for some time to gather his thoughts, then he continued assisting with the evacuation.[22] Another reported sighting was of Andrews frantically throwing deck chairs into the ocean for passengers to use as floating devices. Andrews was last seen leaving the ship at the last moment.

	
Bernard Hill[image: External link] as Captain Edward John Smith[image: External link]: Smith planned to make the Titanic his final voyage before retiring. He retreats into the wheelhouse[image: External link] on the bridge[image: External link] as the ship sinks, dying when the windows implode from the water whilst he clings to the ship's wheel. There are conflicting accounts as to whether he died in this manner or later froze to death in the water near the capsized collapsible lifeboat "B".[23]


	
Jonathan Hyde[image: External link] as J. Bruce Ismay[image: External link]: Ismay is portrayed as a rich, ignorant upper-class man. In the film, he uses his position as White Star Line[image: External link] managing director to influence Captain Smith to go faster with the prospect of an earlier arrival in New York and favorable press attention; while this action appears in popular portrayals of the disaster, it is unsupported by evidence.[24][25] After the collision, he struggles to comprehend that his "unsinkable" ship is doomed. Ismay later boards Collapsible C (one of the last lifeboats to leave the ship) just before it is lowered. He was branded a coward by the press and public for surviving the disaster while many women and children had drowned.

	
Eric Braeden[image: External link] as John Jacob Astor IV[image: External link]: A first-class passenger whom Rose (correctly) calls the richest man on the ship. The film depicts Astor and his 18-year-old wife Madeleine[image: External link] (Charlotte Chatton[image: External link]) as being introduced to Jack by Rose in the first-class dining saloon. During the introduction, Astor asks if Jack is connected to the "Boston Dawsons", a question Jack neatly deflects by saying that he is instead affiliated with the Chippewa Falls[image: External link] Dawsons. Astor is last seen as the Grand Staircase glass dome implodes and water surges in.

	
Bernard Fox[image: External link] as Colonel Archibald Gracie IV[image: External link]: The film depicts Gracie making a comment to Cal that "women and machinery don't mix", and congratulating Jack for saving Rose from falling off the ship, though he is unaware that it was a suicide attempt. Fox had portrayed Frederick Fleet[image: External link] in the 1958 film A Night to Remember[image: External link].

	
Michael Ensign[image: External link] as Benjamin Guggenheim[image: External link]: A mining magnate traveling in first-class. He shows off his French mistress Madame Aubert (Fannie Brett) to his fellow passengers while his wife and three daughters wait for him at home. When Jack joins the other first-class passengers for dinner after his rescue of Rose, Guggenheim refers to him as a "bohemian". He is seen in the flooding Grand Staircase during the sinking, saying he is prepared to go down as a gentleman.

	Jonathan Evans-Jones as Wallace Hartley[image: External link]: The ship's bandmaster and violinist who plays uplifting music with his colleagues on the boat deck as the ship sinks. As the final plunge begins, he leads the band in a final performance of Nearer, My God, to Thee[image: External link], to the tune of Bethany,[26][27] and dies in the sinking.

	
Mark Lindsay Chapman[image: External link] as Chief Officer Henry Wilde[image: External link]: The ship's chief officer, who lets Cal on board a lifeboat because he has a child in his arms. Before he dies, he tries to get the boats to return to the sinking site to rescue passengers by blowing his whistle. After he freezes to death, Rose uses his whistle to attract the attention of Fifth Officer Lowe, which leads to her rescue.

	
Ewan Stewart[image: External link] as First Officer William Murdoch[image: External link]: The officer who is put in charge of the bridge on the night the ship struck the iceberg. During a rush for the lifeboats, Murdoch shoots Tommy Ryan as well as another passenger in a momentary panic, then commits suicide out of guilt. When Murdoch's nephew Scott saw the film, he objected to his uncle's portrayal as damaging to Murdoch's heroic reputation.[28] A few months later, Fox vice-president Scott Neeson went to Dalbeattie, Scotland[image: External link], where Murdoch lived, to deliver a personal apology, and also presented a £5000 donation to Dalbeattie High School to boost the school's William Murdoch Memorial Prize.[29] Cameron apologized on the DVD commentary, but stated that there were officers who fired gunshots to enforce the "women and children first" policy[image: External link].[30] According to Cameron, his depiction of Murdoch is that of an "honorable man," not of a man "gone bad" or of a "cowardly murderer." He added, "I'm not sure you'd find that same sense of responsibility and total devotion to duty today. This guy had half of his lifeboats launched before his counterpart on the port side had even launched one. That says something about character and heroism."[31]


	
Jonathan Phillips[image: External link] as Second Officer Charles Lightoller[image: External link]. The film depicts Lightoller informing Captain Smith that it will be difficult to see icebergs without breaking water. He is seen brandishing a gun and threatening to use it to keep order. He can be seen on top of Collapsible B when the first funnel collapses. Lightoller was the most senior officer to have survived the disaster.

	
Simon Crane[image: External link] as Fourth Officer Joseph Boxhall[image: External link]: The officer in charge of firing flares and manning Lifeboat 2 during the sinking. He is shown on the bridge wings helping the seamen firing the flares.

	
Ioan Gruffudd[image: External link] as Fifth Officer Harold Lowe[image: External link]: The ship's only officer to lead a lifeboat to retrieve survivors of the sinking from the icy waters. The film depicts Lowe rescuing Rose.

	Edward Fletcher as Sixth Officer James Moody[image: External link]: The ship's only junior officer to have died in the sinking. The film depicts Moody admitting Jack and Fabrizio onto the ship only moments before it departs from Southampton. Moody is later shown following Mr. Murdoch's[image: External link] orders to put the ship to full speed ahead, and informs First Officer Murdoch about the iceberg. He is last seen clinging to one of the davits on the starboard side after having unsuccessfully attempted to launch collapsible A.

	James Lancaster as Father Thomas Byles[image: External link]: Second-class passenger Father Byles, a Catholic priest from England, is portrayed praying and consoling passengers during the ship's final moments.

	Lew Palter and Elsa Raven[image: External link] as Isidor Straus[image: External link] and Ida Straus[image: External link]: Isidor is a former owner of R.H. Macy and Company, a former congressman from New York, and a member of the New York and New Jersey Bridge Commission. During the sinking, his wife Ida is offered a place in a lifeboat, but refuses, saying that she will honor her wedding pledge by staying with Isidor. They are last seen lying on their bed embracing each other as water fills their stateroom.

	
Martin Jarvis[image: External link] as Sir Cosmo Duff-Gordon[image: External link]: A Scottish baronet who is rescued in Lifeboat 1[image: External link]. Lifeboats 1 and 2 were emergency boats with a capacity of 40. Situated at the forward end of the boat deck, these were kept ready to launch in case of a person falling overboard. On the night of the disaster, Lifeboat 1 was the fourth to be launched, with 12 people aboard, including Duff-Gordon, his wife and her secretary. The baronet was much criticized for his conduct during the incident. It was suggested that he had boarded the emergency boat in violation of the "women and children first" policy and that the boat had failed to return to rescue those struggling in the water. He offered five pounds to each of the lifeboat's crew, which those critical of his conduct viewed as a bribe. The Duff-Gordons at the time (and his wife's secretary in a letter written at the time and rediscovered in 2007) stated that there had been no women or children waiting to board in the vicinity of the launching of their boat, and there is confirmation that lifeboat 1 of the Titanic was almost empty and that First Officer William Murdoch was apparently glad to offer Duff-Gordon and his wife and her secretary a place (simply to fill it) after they had asked if they could get on. Duff-Gordon denied that his offer of money to the lifeboat crew represented a bribe. The British Board of Trade's inquiry into the disaster[image: External link] accepted Duff-Gordon's denial of bribing the crew, but maintained that, if the emergency boat had rowed towards the people who were in the water, it might very well have been able to rescue some of them.[32][33]


	
Rosalind Ayres[image: External link] as Lady Duff-Gordon[image: External link]: A world-famous fashion designer and Sir Cosmo's wife. She is rescued in Lifeboat 1 with her husband. She and her husband never lived down rumors that they had forbidden the lifeboat's crew to return to the wreck site in case they would be swamped.[34][35][36]


	Rochelle Rose as Noël Leslie, Countess of Rothes[image: External link]: The Countess is shown to be friendly with Cal and the DeWitt Bukaters. Despite being of a higher status in society than Sir Cosmo and Lady Duff-Gordon, she is kind, and helps row the boat and even looks after the steerage passengers.

	Scott G. Anderson as Frederick Fleet[image: External link]: The lookout who saw the iceberg. Fleet escapes the sinking ship aboard Lifeboat 6.

	
Paul Brightwell[image: External link] as Quartermaster Robert Hichens[image: External link]: One of the ship's six quartermasters and at the ship's wheel at the time of collision. He is in charge of lifeboat 6[image: External link]. He refuses to go back and pick up survivors after the sinking and eventually the boat is commandeered by Molly Brown.

	Martin East as Reginald Lee[image: External link]: The other lookout in the crow's nest[image: External link]. He survives the sinking.

	Gregory Cooke as Jack Phillips[image: External link]: Senior wireless operator on board the Titanic whom Captain Smith ordered to send the distress signal.

	
Craig Kelly[image: External link] as Harold Bride[image: External link]: Junior wireless operator on board the Titanic.

	
Liam Tuohy[image: External link] as Chief Baker Charles Joughin[image: External link]: The baker appears in the film on top of the railing with Jack and Rose as the ship sinks, drinking brandy from a flask. According to the real Joughin's testimony, he rode the ship down and stepped into the water without getting his hair wet. He also admitted to hardly feeling the cold, most likely thanks to alcohol.[37]


	
Terry Forrestal[image: External link] as Chief Engineer Joseph G. Bell: Bell and his men worked until the last minute to keep the lights and the power on in order for distress signals to get out. Bell and all of the engineers died in the bowels of the Titanic.
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 Cameos




Several crew members of the Akademik Mstislav Keldysh appear in the film, including Anatoly Sagalevich[image: External link], creator and pilot of the MIR[image: External link] self-propelled Deep Submergence Vehicle.[38] Anders Falk, who filmed a documentary about the film's sets for the Titanic Historical Society[image: External link], makes a cameo appearance in the film as a Swedish[image: External link] immigrant whom Jack Dawson meets when he enters his cabin; Edward Kamuda[image: External link] and Karen Kamuda, then President and Vice President of the Society who served as film consultants, were cast as extras in the film.[39][40]
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 Pre-production
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 Writing and inspiration






	"The story could not have been written better...The juxtaposition of rich and poor, the gender roles played out unto death (women first), the stoicism and nobility of a bygone age, the magnificence of the great ship matched in scale only by the folly of the men who drove her hell-bent through the darkness. And above all the lesson: that life is uncertain, the future unknowable...the unthinkable possible."



	— James Cameron[41]





James Cameron had a fascination with shipwrecks, and, for him, the RMS Titanic was "the Mount Everest[image: External link] of shipwrecks."[42][43][44] He was almost past the point in his life when he felt he could consider an undersea expedition, but said he still had "a mental restlessness" to live the life he had turned away from when he switched from the sciences to the arts in college. So when an IMAX[image: External link] film was made from footage shot of the wreck itself, he decided to seek Hollywood funding to "pay for an expedition and do the same thing." It was "not because I particularly wanted to make the movie," Cameron said. "I wanted to dive to the shipwreck."[42]

Cameron wrote a scriptment[image: External link] for a Titanic film,[45] met with 20th Century Fox[image: External link] executives including Peter Chernin[image: External link], and pitched it as "Romeo and Juliet on the Titanic".[43][44] Cameron stated, "They were like, 'Oooooohkaaaaaay – a three-hour romantic epic? Sure, that's just what we want. Is there a little bit of Terminator[image: External link] in that? Any Harrier jets[image: External link], shoot-outs, or car chases?' I said, 'No, no, no. It's not like that.'"[9] The studio was dubious about the idea's commercial prospects, but, hoping for a long-term relationship with Cameron, they gave him a greenlight[image: External link].[9][10][18]

Cameron convinced Fox to promote the film based on the publicity afforded by shooting the Titanic wreck itself,[45] and organized several dives to the site over a period of two years.[41] "My pitch on that had to be a little more detailed," said Cameron. "So I said, 'Look, we've got to do this whole opening where they're exploring the Titanic and they find the diamond, so we're going to have all these shots of the ship." Cameron stated, "Now, we can either do them with elaborate models and motion control shots and CG[image: External link] and all that, which will cost X amount of money – or we can spend X plus 30 per cent and actually go shoot it at the real wreck."[43] The crew shot at the real wreck in the Atlantic Ocean twelve times in 1995 and actually spent more time with the ship than its passengers. At that depth, with a water pressure of 6,000 pounds per square inch, "one small flaw in the vessel's superstructure would mean instant death for all on board." Not only were the dives high-risk, but adverse conditions prevented Cameron from getting the high quality footage that he wanted.[10] During one dive, one of the submersibles collided with Titanic's hull, damaging both sub and ship and leaving fragments of the submersible's propeller shroud scattered around the superstructure. The external bulkhead of Captain Smith's quarters collapsed, exposing the interior. The area around the entrance to the Grand Staircase was also damaged.[46]

Descending to the actual site made both Cameron and crew want "to live up to that level of reality.... But there was another level of reaction coming away from the real wreck, which was that it wasn't just a story, it wasn't just a drama," he said. "It was an event that happened to real people who really died. Working around the wreck for so much time, you get such a strong sense of the profound sadness and injustice of it, and the message of it." Cameron stated, "You think, 'There probably aren't going to be many filmmakers who go to Titanic. There may never be another one – maybe a documentarian." Due to this, he felt "a great mantle of responsibility to convey the emotional message of it – to do that part of it right, too".[18]

After filming the underwater shots, Cameron began writing the screenplay.[45] He wanted to honor the people who died during the sinking, so he spent six months researching all of the Titanic's crew and passengers.[41] "I read everything I could. I created an extremely detailed timeline of the ship's few days and a very detailed timeline of the last night of its life," he said.[43] "And I worked within that to write the script, and I got some historical experts to analyze what I'd written and comment on it, and I adjusted it."[43] He paid meticulous attention to detail, even including a scene depicting the Californian[image: External link]'s role in Titanic's demise, though this was later cut (see below). From the beginning of the shoot, they had "a very clear picture" of what happened on the ship that night. "I had a library that filled one whole wall of my writing office with Titanic stuff, because I wanted it to be right, especially if we were going to dive to the ship," he said. "That set the bar higher in a way – it elevated the movie in a sense. We wanted this to be a definitive visualization of this moment in history as if you'd gone back in a time machine and shot it."[43]

Cameron felt the Titanic sinking was "like a great novel that really happened", but that the event had become a mere morality tale[image: External link]; the film would give audiences the experience of living the history.[41] The treasure hunter Brock Lovett represented those who never connected with the human element of the tragedy,[38] while the blossoming romance of Jack and Rose, Cameron believed, would be the most engaging part of the story: when their love is finally destroyed, the audience would mourn the loss.[41] He said: "All my films are love stories, but in Titanic I finally got the balance right. It's not a disaster film. It's a love story with a fastidious overlay of real history."[18]

Cameron framed the romance with the elderly Rose to make the intervening years palpable and poignant.[41] While Winslet and Stuart stated their belief that, instead of being asleep in her bed, the character dies at the end of the film,[47][48] Cameron said that he would rather not reveal what he intended with the ending because "[t]he answer has to be something you supply personally; individually."[49]
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 Scale modeling




Harland and Wolff[image: External link], the RMS Titanic's builders, opened their private archives to the crew, sharing blueprints that were thought lost. For the ship's interiors, production designer Peter Lamont[image: External link]'s team looked for artifacts from the era. The newness of the ship meant every prop had to be made from scratch.[50] Fox acquired 40 acres of waterfront south of Playas de Rosarito[image: External link] in Mexico[image: External link], and began building a new studio on May 31, 1996. A horizon tank[image: External link] of seventeen million gallons was built for the exterior of the reconstructed ship, providing 270 degrees of ocean view. The ship was built to full scale, but Lamont removed redundant sections on the superstructure[image: External link] and forward well deck for the ship to fit in the tank, with the remaining sections filled with digital models. The lifeboats and funnels were shrunken by ten percent. The boat deck and A-deck were working sets, but the rest of the ship was just steel plating. Within was a fifty-foot lifting platform for the ship to tilt during the sinking sequences. Towering above was a 162-foot-tall (49 m) tower crane on 600 feet (180 m) of rail track[image: External link], acting as a combined construction, lighting, and camera platform.[38]

The sets representing the interior rooms of the Titanic were reproduced exactly as originally built, using photographs and plans from the Titanic's builders. The Grand Staircase[image: External link], which features prominently in the film, was recreated to a high standard of authenticity, though it was widened 30% compared to the original and reinforced with steel girders. Craftsmen from Mexico and Britain sculpted the ornate paneling and plaster-work based on Titanic's' original designs.[51] The carpeting, upholstery, individual pieces of furniture, light fixtures, chairs, cutlery and crockery with the White Star Line[image: External link] crest on each piece were among the objects recreated according to original designs.[52] Cameron additionally hired two Titanic historians, Don Lynch[image: External link] and Ken Marschall[image: External link], to authenticate the historical detail in the film.[10]
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 Production




Principal photography for Titanic began in July 1996 at Dartmouth, Nova Scotia[image: External link], with the filming of the modern day expedition scenes aboard the Akademik Mstislav Keldysh[image: External link].[38] In September 1996, the production moved to the newly built Fox Baja Studios in Rosarito, Mexico[image: External link], where a full scale RMS Titanic had been constructed.[38] The poop deck[image: External link] was built on a hinge which could rise from zero to 90 degrees in a few seconds, just as the ship's stern rose during the sinking.[53] For the safety of the stuntmen, many props were made of foam rubber.[54] By November 15, the boarding scenes were being shot.[53] Cameron chose to build his RMS Titanic on the starboard[image: External link] side as a study of weather data revealed it was a prevailing north-to-south wind which blew the funnel smoke aft. This posed a problem for shooting the ship's departure from Southampton[image: External link], as it was docked on its port[image: External link] side. Implementation of written directions, as well as props and costumes, had to be reversed; for example, if someone walked to their right in the script, they had to walk left during shooting. In post-production, the film was flipped to the correct direction.[55]

A full-time etiquette coach was hired to instruct the cast in the manners of the upper class gentility in 1912.[10] Despite this, several critics picked up on anachronisms[image: External link] in the film, not least involving the two main stars.[56][57]

Cameron sketched Jack's nude portrait of Rose for a scene which he feels has the backdrop of repression.[9] "You know what it means for her, the freedom she must be feeling. It's kind of exhilarating for that reason," he said.[18] The nude scene was DiCaprio and Winslet's first scene together. "It wasn't by any kind of design, although I couldn't have designed it better. There's a nervousness and an energy and a hesitance in them," Cameron stated. "They had rehearsed together, but they hadn't shot anything together. If I'd had a choice, I probably would have preferred to put it deeper into the body of the shoot." Cameron said he and his crew "were just trying to find things to shoot" because the big set "wasn't ready for months, so we were scrambling around trying to fill in anything we could get to shoot." After seeing the scene on film, Cameron felt it worked out considerably well.[18]

Other times on the set were not as smooth. The shoot was an arduous experience that "cemented Cameron's formidable reputation as 'the scariest man in Hollywood'. He became known as an uncompromising, hard-charging perfectionist" and a "300-decibel screamer, a modern-day Captain Bligh[image: External link] with a megaphone and walkie-talkie, swooping down into people's faces on a 162ft crane".[58] Winslet chipped a bone in her elbow during filming and had been worried that she would drown in the 17m-gallon water tank the ship was to be sunk in. "There were times when I was genuinely frightened of him. Jim has a temper like you wouldn't believe," she said.[58] "'God damn it!' he would yell at some poor crew member, 'that's exactly what I didn't want!'"[58] Her co-star, Bill Paxton[image: External link], was familiar with Cameron's work ethic from his earlier experience with him. "There were a lot of people on the set. Jim is not one of those guys who has the time to win hearts and minds," he said.[58] The crew felt Cameron had an evil alter ego and so nicknamed him "Mij" (Jim spelt backwards).[58] In response to the criticism, Cameron stated, "Film-making is war. A great battle between business and aesthetics."[58]

During the Akademik Mstislav Keldysh shoot in Canada, an angry crew member put the dissociative drug[image: External link] PCP[image: External link] into the soup that Cameron and various others ate one night in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia[image: External link].[9][59] It sent more than 50 people to the hospital, including actor Bill Paxton.[59] "There were people just rolling around, completely out of it. Some of them said they were seeing streaks and psychedelics," said actor Lewis Abernathy.[9] Cameron managed to vomit before the drug took a full hold. Abernathy was shocked at the way he looked. "One eye was completely red, like the Terminator[image: External link] eye. A pupil, no iris, beet red. The other eye looked like he'd been sniffing glue since he was four."[9][58] The person behind the poisoning was never caught.[47][60]

The filming schedule was intended to last 138 days but grew to 160. Many cast members came down with colds, flu, or kidney infections after spending hours in cold water, including Winslet. In the end, she decided she would not work with Cameron again unless she earned "a lot of money".[60] Several others left the production, and three stuntmen broke their bones, but the Screen Actors Guild decided, following an investigation, that nothing was inherently unsafe about the set.[60] Additionally, DiCaprio said there was no point when he felt he was in danger during filming.[61] Cameron believed in a passionate work ethic and never apologized for the way he ran his sets, although he acknowledged:


I'm demanding, and I'm demanding on my crew. In terms of being kind of militaresque, I think there's an element of that in dealing with thousands of extras and big logistics and keeping people safe. I think you have to have a fairly strict methodology in dealing with a large number of people.[60]



The costs of filming Titanic eventually began to mount and finally reached $200 million.[3][4][5] Fox executives panicked and suggested an hour of specific cuts from the three-hour film. They argued the extended length would mean fewer showings, thus less revenue, even though long epics are more likely to help directors win Oscars. Cameron refused, telling Fox, "You want to cut my movie? You're going to have to fire me! You want to fire me? You're going to have to kill me!"[9] The executives did not want to start over, because it would mean the loss of their entire investment, but they also initially rejected Cameron's offer of forfeiting his share of the profits as an empty gesture, as they predicted profits would be unlikely.[9]

Cameron explained forfeiting his share as complex. "...the short version is that the film cost proportionally much more than T2[image: External link] and True Lies[image: External link]. Those films went up seven or eight percent from the initial budget. Titanic also had a large budget to begin with, but it went up a lot more," he said. "As the producer and director, I take responsibility for the studio that's writing the checks, so I made it less painful for them. I did that on two different occasions. They didn't force me to do it; they were glad that I did."[18]
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Cameron wanted to push the boundary of special effects with his film, and enlisted Digital Domain[image: External link] to continue the developments in digital technology which the director pioneered while working on The Abyss[image: External link] and Terminator 2: Judgment Day[image: External link]. Many previous films about the RMS Titanic shot water in slow motion[image: External link], which did not look wholly convincing.[62] Cameron encouraged his crew to shoot their 45-foot-long (14 m) miniature[image: External link] of the ship as if "we're making a commercial for the White Star Line".[63] Afterwards, digital water and smoke were added, as were extras captured on a motion capture[image: External link] stage. Visual effects supervisor Rob Legato scanned the faces of many actors, including himself and his children, for the digital extras and stuntmen. There was also a 65-foot-long (20 m) model of the ship's stern that could break in two repeatedly, the only miniature to be used in water.[62] For scenes set in the ship's engines, footage of the SS Jeremiah O'Brien' s[image: External link] engines were composited with miniature support frames, and actors shot against a greenscreen[image: External link].[64] In order to save money, the first-class lounge was a miniature set incorporated into a greenscreen backdrop behind the actors.[65] The miniature of the Lounge would later be crushed to simulate the destruction of the room and a scale model of a First-Class corridor flooded with jets of water while the camera pans out.[66]

An enclosed 5,000,000-US-gallon (19,000,000 L) tank was used for sinking interiors, in which the entire set could be tilted into the water. In order to sink the Grand Staircase, 90,000 US gallons (340,000 L) of water were dumped into the set as it was lowered into the tank. Unexpectedly, the waterfall ripped the staircase from its steel-reinforced foundations, although no one was hurt. The 744-foot-long (227 m) exterior of the RMS Titanic had its first half lowered into the tank, but as the heaviest part of the ship it acted as a shock absorber[image: External link] against the water; to get the set into the water, Cameron had much of the set emptied and even smashed some of the promenade windows himself. After submerging the dining saloon, three days were spent shooting Lovett's ROV[image: External link] traversing the wreck in the present.[38] The post-sinking scenes in the freezing Atlantic were shot in a 350,000-US-gallon (1,300,000 L) tank,[67] where the frozen corpses were created by applying on actors a powder that crystallized when exposed to water, and wax was coated on hair and clothes.[50]

The climactic scene, which features the breakup of the ship directly before it sinks as well as its final plunge to the bottom of the Atlantic, involved a tilting full-sized set, 150 extras, and 100 stunt performers. Cameron criticized previous Titanic films for depicting the liner's final plunge as a graceful slide underwater. He "wanted to depict it as the terrifyingly chaotic event that it really was".[10] When carrying out the sequence, people needed to fall off the increasingly tilting deck, plunging hundreds of feet below and bouncing off of railings and propellers on the way down. A few attempts to film this sequence with stunt people resulted in some minor injuries, and Cameron halted the more dangerous stunts. The risks were eventually minimized "by using computer generated people for the dangerous falls".[10]
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There was one "crucial historical fact" Cameron chose to omit from the film – the SS Californian[image: External link] was close to the Titanic the night she sank but had turned off its radio for the night, did not hear her crew's SOS[image: External link] calls, and did not respond to their distress flares. "Yes, the [SS] Californian[image: External link]. That wasn't a compromise to mainstream filmmaking. That was really more about emphasis, creating an emotional truth to the film," stated Cameron. He said there were aspects of retelling the sinking that seemed important in pre- and post-production, but turned out to be less important as the film evolved. "The story of the Californian was in there; we even shot a scene of them switching off their Marconi radio set," said Cameron. "But I took it out. It was a clean cut, because it focuses you back onto that world. If Titanic is powerful as a metaphor, as a microcosm, for the end of the world in a sense, then that world must be self-contained."[18]

During the first assembly cut, Cameron altered the planned ending, which had given resolution to Brock Lovett's story. In the original version of the ending, Brock and Lizzy see the elderly Rose at the stern of the boat and fear she is going to commit suicide[image: External link]. Rose then reveals that she had the "Heart of the Ocean" diamond all along but never sold it, in order to live on her own without Cal's money. She tells Brock that life is priceless and throws the diamond into the ocean, after allowing him to hold it. After accepting that treasure is worthless, Brock laughs at his stupidity. Rose then goes back to her cabin to sleep, whereupon the film ends in the same way as the final version. In the editing room, Cameron decided that by this point, the audience would no longer be interested in Brock Lovett and cut the resolution to his story, so that Rose is alone when she drops the diamond. He also did not want to disrupt the audience's melancholy after the Titanic's sinking.[68]

The version used for the first test screening[image: External link] featured a fight between Jack and Lovejoy which takes place after Jack and Rose escape into the flooded dining saloon, but the test audiences disliked it.[69] The scene was written to give the film more suspense, and featured Cal (falsely) offering to give Lovejoy, his valet, the "Heart of the Ocean[image: External link]" if he can get it from Jack and Rose. Lovejoy goes after the pair in the sinking first-class dining room. Just as they are about to escape him, Lovejoy notices Rose's hand slap the water as it slips off the table behind which she is hiding. In revenge for framing him for the "theft" of the necklace, Jack attacks him and smashes his head against a glass window, which explains the gash on Lovejoy's head that can be seen when he dies in the completed version of the film. In their reactions to the scene, test audiences said it would be unrealistic to risk one's life for wealth, and Cameron cut it for this reason, as well as for timing and pacing reasons. Many other scenes were cut for similar reasons.[69]
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Main articles: Titanic: Music from the Motion Picture[image: External link] and Back to Titanic[image: External link]


The soundtrack album for Titanic was composed by James Horner[image: External link]. For the vocals heard throughout the film, subsequently described by Earle Hitchner of The Wall Street Journal as "evocative", Horner chose Norwegian singer Sissel Kyrkjebø[image: External link], commonly known as "Sissel". Horner knew Sissel from her album Innerst i sjelen[image: External link], and he particularly liked how she sang "Eg veit i himmerik ei borg[image: External link]" ("I Know in Heaven There Is a Castle"). He had tried twenty-five or thirty singers before he finally chose Sissel as the voice to create specific moods within the film.[70]

Horner additionally wrote the song "My Heart Will Go On[image: External link]" in secret with Will Jennings[image: External link] because Cameron did not want any songs with singing in the film.[71] Céline Dion[image: External link] agreed to record a demo with the persuasion of her husband René Angélil[image: External link]. Horner waited until Cameron was in an appropriate mood before presenting him with the song. After playing it several times, Cameron declared his approval, although worried that he would have been criticized for "going commercial at the end of the movie".[71] Cameron also wanted to appease anxious studio executives and "saw that a hit song from his movie could only be a positive factor in guaranteeing its completion".[10]
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20th Century Fox[image: External link] and Paramount Pictures[image: External link] co-financed Titanic, with Paramount handling the North American distribution and Fox handling the international release. They expected Cameron to complete the film for a release on July 2, 1997. The film was to be released on this date "in order to exploit the lucrative summer season ticket sales when blockbuster films usually do better".[10] In April, Cameron said the film's special effects were too complicated and that releasing the film for summer would not be possible.[10] With production delays, Paramount pushed back the release date to December 19, 1997.[72] "This fueled speculation that the film itself was a disaster." A preview screening in Minneapolis[image: External link] on July 14 "generated positive reviews" and "[c]hatter on the internet was responsible for more favorable word of mouth[image: External link] about the [film]". This eventually led to more positive media coverage.[10]

The film premiered on November 1, 1997, at the Tokyo International Film Festival[image: External link],[73][74] where reaction was described as " tepid[image: External link]" by The New York Times.[75] Positive reviews started to appear back in the United States; the official Hollywood[image: External link] premiere occurred on December 14, 1997, where "the big movie stars who attended the opening were enthusiastically gushing about the film to the world media".[10]
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 Box office




Including revenue from the 2012 reissue, Titanic earned $658,672,302 in North America and $1,526,700,000 in other countries, for a worldwide total of $2,185,372,302.[6] It became the highest-grossing film of all time worldwide in 1998, and remained so for twelve years, until Avatar (2009), also written and directed by Cameron, surpassed it in 2010.[76] On March 1, 1998,[77] it became the first film to earn more than $1 billion worldwide[78] and on the weekend April 13–15, 2012—a century after the original vessel's foundering, Titanic became the second film to cross the $2 billion threshold during its 3D re-release.[79] Box Office Mojo estimates that Titanic is the fifth highest-grossing film[image: External link] of all time in North America when adjusting for ticket price inflation[image: External link].[80] The site also estimates that the film sold over 128 million tickets in the US in its initial theatrical run.[81]
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 Initial theatrical run




The film received steady attendance after opening in North America on Friday, December 19, 1997. By the end of that same weekend, theaters were beginning to sell out. The film earned $8,658,814 on its opening day and $28,638,131 over the opening weekend from 2,674 theaters, averaging to about $10,710 per venue, and ranking number one at the box office, ahead of the eighteenth James Bond film, Tomorrow Never Dies[image: External link]. By New Year's Day, Titanic had made over $120 million, had increased in popularity and theaters continued to sell out. Its highest grossing single day was Saturday, February 14, 1998, on which it earned $13,048,711, more than eight weeks after its North American debut.[82][83] It stayed at number one for 15 consecutive weeks in North America, a record for any film.[84] The film stayed in theaters in North America for almost 10 months before finally closing on Thursday, October 1, 1998 with a final domestic gross of $600,788,188.[85] Outside North America, the film made double its North American gross, generating $1,242,413,080[86] and accumulating a grand total of $1,843,201,268 worldwide from its initial theatrical run.[87]
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Before Titanic's release, various film critics predicted the film would be a significant disappointment at the box office[image: External link], especially due to it being the most expensive film ever made at the time.[58][88][89][90] When it was shown to the press in autumn of 1997, "it was with massive forebodings" since the "people in charge of the screenings believed they were on the verge of losing their jobs – because of this great albatross[image: External link] of a picture on which, finally, two studios had to combine to share the great load of its making".[89] Cameron also thought he was "headed for disaster" at one point during filming. "We labored the last six months on Titanic in the absolute knowledge that the studio would lose $100 million. It was a certainty," he stated.[58] As the film neared release, "particular venom was spat at Cameron for what was seen as his hubris and monumental extravagance". A film critic for the Los Angeles Times wrote that "Cameron's overweening pride has come close to capsizing this project" and that the film was "a hackneyed, completely derivative copy of old Hollywood romances".[58]



	"It's hard to forget the director on the stage of the Shrine Auditorium[image: External link] in LA, exultant, pumping a golden Oscar statuette into the air and shouting: 'I'm the king of the world!' As everyone knew, that was the most famous line in Titanic, exclaimed by Leonardo DiCaprio's character as he leaned into the wind on the prow of the doomed vessel. Cameron's incantation of the line was a giant 'eff off', in front of a television audience approaching a billion, to all the naysayers, especially those sitting right in front of him."



	— Christopher Goodwin of The Times[image: External link] on Cameron's response to Titanic's criticism[58]





When the film became a success, with an unprecedented box office performance, it was credited for being a love story that captured its viewers' emotions.[88] The film was playing on 3,200 screens ten weeks after it opened,[89] and out of its fifteen straight weeks on top of the charts, jumped 43% in total sales in its ninth week of release. It earned over $20 million a week for ten weeks,[91] and after 14 weeks was still bringing in more than $1 million a week.[89] 20th Century Fox estimated that seven percent of American teenage girls had seen Titanic twice by its fifth week.[92] Although young women who saw the film several times, and subsequently caused " Leo-Mania[image: External link]", were often credited with having primarily propelled the film to its all-time box office record,[93] other reports have attributed the film's success to positive word of mouth[image: External link] and repeat viewership due to the love story combined with the ground-breaking special effects.[91][94]

The film's impact on men has also been especially credited.[95][96][97] Now considered one of the films that "make men cry[image: External link]",[95][96] MSNBC[image: External link]'s Ian Hodder stated that men admire Jack's sense of adventure, stowing away on a steamship bound for America. "We cheer as he courts a girl who was out of his league. We admire how he suggests nude modeling as an excuse to get naked. So when [the tragic ending happens], an uncontrollable flood of tears sinks our composure," he said.[95] Titanic's ability to make men cry was briefly parodied in the 2009 film Zombieland[image: External link], where character Tallahassee (Woody Harrelson), when recalling the death of his young son, states: "I haven't cried like that since Titanic."[98]

In 2010, the BBC[image: External link] analyzed the stigma over men crying during Titanic and films in general. "Middle-aged men are not 'supposed' to cry during movies," stated Finlo Rohrer of the website, citing the ending of Titanic as having generated such tears, adding that "men, if they have felt weepy during [this film], have often tried to be surreptitious about it." Professor Mary Beth Oliver[image: External link], of Penn State University[image: External link], stated, "For many men, there is a great deal of pressure to avoid expression of 'female' emotions like sadness and fear. From a very young age, males are taught that it is inappropriate to cry, and these lessons are often accompanied by a great deal of ridicule when the lessons aren't followed." Rohrer said, "Indeed, some men who might sneer at the idea of crying during Titanic will readily admit to becoming choked up during Saving Private Ryan[image: External link] or Platoon[image: External link]." For men in general, "the idea of sacrifice for a 'brother' is a more suitable source of emotion".[96]

Scott Meslow of The Atlantic[image: External link] stated while Titanic initially seems to need no defense, given its success, it is considered a film "for 15-year-old girls" by its main detractors. He argued that dismissing Titanic as fodder for 15-year-old girls fails to consider the film's accomplishment: "that [this] grandiose, 3+ hour historical romantic drama is a film for everyone—including teenage boys." Meslow stated that despite the film being ranked high by males under the age of 18, matching the ratings for teenage boy-targeted films like Iron Man[image: External link], it is common for boys and men to deny liking Titanic. He acknowledged his own rejection of the film as a child while secretly loving it. "It's this collection of elements—the history, the romance, the action—that made (and continues to make) Titanic an irresistible proposition for audiences of all ages across the globe," he stated. "Titanic has flaws, but for all its legacy, it's better than its middlebrow reputation would have you believe. It's a great movie for 15-year-old girls, but that doesn't mean it's not a great movie for everyone else too."[97]

Quotes in the film aided its popularity. Titanic's catchphrase "I'm the king of the world!" became one of the film industry's more popular quotations.[99][100] According to Richard Harris, a psychology professor at Kansas State University[image: External link], who studied why people like to cite films in social situations, using film quotations in everyday conversation is similar to telling a joke and a way to form solidarity with others. "People are doing it to feel good about themselves, to make others laugh, to make themselves laugh", he said.[100]

Cameron explained the film's success as having significantly benefited from the experience of sharing. "When people have an experience that's very powerful in the movie theatre, they want to go share it. They want to grab their friend and bring them, so that they can enjoy it," he said. "They want to be the person to bring them the news that this is something worth having in their life. That's how Titanic worked."[101] Media Awareness Network[image: External link] stated, "The normal repeat viewing rate for a blockbuster theatrical film is about 5%. The repeat rate for Titanic was over 20%."[10] The box office receipts "were even more impressive" when factoring in "the film's 3-hour-and-14-minute length meant that it could only be shown three times a day compared to a normal movie's four showings". In response to this, "[m]any theatres started midnight showings and were rewarded with full houses until almost 3:30 am".[10]

Titanic held the record for box office gross for twelve years.[102] Cameron's follow-up film, Avatar, was considered the first film with a genuine chance at surpassing its worldwide gross,[103][104] and did so in 2010.[76] Various explanations[image: External link] for why the film was able to successfully challenge Titanic were given. For one, "Two-thirds of Titanic's haul was earned overseas, and Avatar [tracked] similarly... Avatar opened in 106 markets globally and was no. 1 in all of them" and the markets "such as Russia, where Titanic saw modest receipts in 1997 and 1998, are white-hot today" with "more screens and moviegoers" than ever before.[105] Brandon Gray, president of Box Office Mojo, said that while Avatar may beat Titanic's revenue record, the film is unlikely to surpass Titanic in attendance. "Ticket prices were about $3 cheaper in the late 1990s."[103] In December 2009, Cameron had stated, "I don't think it's realistic to try to topple Titanic off its perch. Some pretty good movies have come out in the last few years. Titanic just struck some kind of chord."[91] In a January 2010 interview, he gave a different take on the matter once Avatar's performance was easier to predict. "It's gonna happen. It's just a matter of time," he said.[104]

Author Alexandra Keller, when analyzing Titanic's success, stated that scholars could agree that the film's popularity "appears dependent on contemporary culture, on perceptions of history, on patterns of consumerism and globalization, as well as on those elements experienced filmgoers conventionally expect of juggernaut film events in the 1990s – awesome screen spectacle, expansive action, and, more rarely seen, engaging characters and epic drama."[106]
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Titanic garnered mainly positive reviews from film critics, and was positively reviewed by audiences and scholars, who commented on the film's cultural, historical and political impacts.[106][107][108] It holds an overall 88% approval rating on review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], based on 178 reviews, with a rating average[image: External link] of 8 out of 10. The site's consensus reads: "A mostly unqualified triumph for Cameron, who offers a dizzying blend of spectacular visuals and old-fashioned melodrama."[94] At Metacritic, which assigns a weighted mean rating out of 0–100 reviews from film critics, the film has a rating score of 74 based on 34 reviews, classified as a generally favorably reviewed film.[109]

With regard to the film's overall design, Roger Ebert stated, "It is flawlessly crafted, intelligently constructed, strongly acted, and spellbinding... Movies like this are not merely difficult to make at all, but almost impossible to make well." He credited the "technical difficulties" with being "so daunting that it's a wonder when the filmmakers are also able to bring the drama and history into proportion" and "found [himself] convinced by both the story and the sad saga".[110] He named it his ninth best film of 1997.[111] On the television program Siskel & Ebert[image: External link], the film received "two thumbs up" and was praised for its accuracy in recreating the ship's sinking; Ebert described the film as "a glorious Hollywood epic" and "well worth the wait," and Gene Siskel[image: External link] found Leonardo DiCaprio "captivating".[112] James Berardinelli[image: External link] stated, "Meticulous in detail, yet vast in scope and intent, Titanic is the kind of epic motion picture event that has become a rarity. You don't just watch Titanic, you experience it."[113] It was named his second best film of 1997.[114] Almar Haflidason of the BBC[image: External link] wrote that "the sinking of the great ship is no secret, yet for many exceeded expectations in sheer scale and tragedy" and that "when you consider that [the film] tops a bum-numbing three-hour running time, then you have a truly impressive feat of entertainment achieved by Cameron".[115] Joseph McBride of Boxoffice Magazine concluded, "To describe Titanic as the greatest disaster movie ever made is to sell it short. James Cameron's recreation of the 1912 sinking of the 'unsinkable' liner is one of the most magnificent pieces of serious popular entertainment ever to emanate from Hollywood."[116]

The romantic and emotionally charged aspects of the film were equally praised. Andrew L. Urban of Urban Cinefile said, "You will walk out of Titanic not talking about budget or running time, but of its enormous emotive power, big as the engines of the ship itself, determined as its giant propellers to gouge into your heart, and as lasting as the love story that propels it."[117] Owen Gleiberman of Entertainment Weekly described the film as, "A lush and terrifying spectacle of romantic doom. Writer-director James Cameron has restaged the defining catastrophe of the early 20th century on a human scale of such purified yearning and dread that he touches the deepest levels of popular moviemaking."[116] Janet Maslin of The New York Times commented that "Cameron's magnificent Titanic is the first spectacle in decades that honestly invites comparison to Gone With the Wind[image: External link]."[116] Richard Corliss[image: External link] of Time magazine, on the other hand, wrote a mostly negative review, criticizing the lack of interesting emotional elements.[118]

Some reviewers felt that the story and dialogue were weak,[108] while the visuals were spectacular. Kenneth Turan[image: External link]'s review in the Los Angeles Times was particularly scathing. Dismissing the emotive elements, he stated, "What really brings on the tears is Cameron's insistence that writing this kind of movie is within his abilities. Not only is it not, it is not even close.",[119] and later claimed that the only reason that the film won Oscars was because of its box office total.[120] Barbara Shulgasser of The San Francisco Examiner[image: External link] gave Titanic one star out of four, citing a friend as saying, "The number of times in this unbelievably badly written script that the two [lead characters] refer to each other by name was an indication of just how dramatically the script lacked anything more interesting for the actors to say."[121] Also, filmmaker Robert Altman[image: External link] called it "the most dreadful piece of work I've ever seen in my entire life".[122] In his 2012 study of the lives of the passengers on the Titanic, historian Richard Davenport-Hines[image: External link] said, "Cameron's film diabolized rich Americans and educated English, anathematizing their emotional restraint, good tailoring, punctilious manners and grammatical training, while it made romantic heroes[image: External link] of the poor Irish and the unlettered".[123]

Titanic suffered backlash in addition to its success. In 2003, the film topped a poll of "Best Film Endings",[124] and yet it also topped a poll by Film 2003[image: External link] as "the worst movie of all time".[125] The British film magazine Empire[image: External link] reduced their rating of the film from the maximum five stars and an enthusiastic review, to four stars with a less positive review in a later edition, to accommodate its readers' tastes, who wanted to disassociate themselves from the hype surrounding the film, and the reported activities of its fans, such as those attending multiple screenings.[126] In addition to this, positive and negative parodies and other such spoofs of the film abounded and were circulated on the internet, often inspiring passionate responses from fans of various opinions of the film.[127] Benjamin Willcock of DVDActive.com did not understand the backlash or the passionate hatred for the film. "What really irks me...," he said, "are those who make nasty stabs at those who do love it." Willcock stated, "I obviously don't have anything against those who dislike Titanic, but those few who make you feel small and pathetic for doing so (and they do exist, trust me) are way beyond my understanding and sympathy."[90]

Cameron responded to the backlash, and Kenneth Turan's review in particular. "Titanic is not a film that is sucking people in with flashy hype and spitting them out onto the street feeling let down and ripped off," he stated. "They are returning again and again to repeat an experience that is taking a 3-hour and 14-minute chunk out of their lives, and dragging others with them, so they can share the emotion." Cameron emphasized people from all ages (ranging from 8 to 80) and from all backgrounds were "celebrating their own essential humanity" by seeing it. He described the script as earnest and straightforward, and said it intentionally "incorporates universals of human experience and emotion that are timeless – and familiar because they reflect our basic emotional fabric" and that the film was able to succeed in this way by dealing with archetypes[image: External link]. He did not see it as pandering. "Turan mistakes archetype for cliche," he said. "I don't share his view that the best scripts are only the ones that explore the perimeter of human experience, or flashily pirouette their witty and cynical dialogue for our admiration."[128]

Empire eventually reinstated its original five star rating of the film, commenting, "It should be no surprise then that it became fashionable to bash James Cameron's Titanic at approximately the same time it became clear that this was the planet's favourite film. Ever."[129]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by Titanic[image: External link]


Titanic began its awards sweep starting with the Golden Globes, winning four, namely Best Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Original Score[image: External link], and Best Original Song[image: External link].[130] Kate Winslet[image: External link] and Gloria Stuart[image: External link] were also nominees.[131] It won the ACE "Eddie" Award[image: External link], ASC Award[image: External link], Art Directors Guild Award[image: External link], Cinema Audio Society Awards[image: External link], Screen Actors Guild Award (Best Supporting Actress for Gloria Stuart), The Directors Guild of America Award[image: External link], and Broadcast Film Critics Association Award[image: External link] (Best Director for James Cameron), and The Producer Guild of America Award[image: External link].[132] It was also nominated for ten BAFTA awards[image: External link], including Best Film and Best Director; it failed to win any.[132]

The film garnered fourteen Academy Awards nominations, tying the record set in 1950 by Joseph L. Mankiewicz[image: External link]'s All About Eve[image: External link][133] and won eleven: Best Picture[image: External link] (the second film about the Titanic to win that award, after 1933's Cavalcade[image: External link]), Best Director[image: External link], Best Art Direction[image: External link], Best Cinematography[image: External link], Best Visual Effects[image: External link], Best Film Editing[image: External link], Best Costume Design[image: External link], Best Sound[image: External link] (Gary Rydstrom[image: External link], Tom Johnson[image: External link], Gary Summers[image: External link], Mark Ulano[image: External link]), Best Sound Effects Editing[image: External link], Best Original Dramatic Score[image: External link], Best Original Song[image: External link].[132][134] Kate Winslet, Gloria Stuart and the make-up artists were the three nominees that did not win. James Cameron's original screenplay and Leonardo DiCaprio were not nominees.[88] It was the second film to receive eleven Academy Awards, after Ben-Hur[image: External link].[132] The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King[image: External link] would also match this record in 2004.

Titanic won the 1997[image: External link] Academy Award for Best Original Song[image: External link], as well as three Grammy Awards[image: External link] for Record of the Year[image: External link], Song of the Year[image: External link], and Best Song Written Specifically for a Motion Picture or Television[image: External link].[132][135][136] The film's soundtrack became the best-selling primarily orchestral soundtrack of all time, and became a worldwide success, spending sixteen weeks at number-one in the United States, and was certified diamond for over eleven million copies sold in the United States alone.[137] The soundtrack also became the best-selling album of 1998 in the U.S.[138] "My Heart Will Go On[image: External link]" won the Grammy Awards[image: External link] for Best Song Written Specifically for a Motion Picture or for Television. The film also won Best Male Performance for Leonardo DiCaprio and Best Movie at the MTV Movie Awards[image: External link], Best Film at the People's Choice Awards[image: External link], and Favorite Movie at the 1998 Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link].[132] It won various awards outside the United States, including the Awards of the Japanese Academy[image: External link] as the Best Foreign Film of the Year.[132] Titanic eventually won nearly ninety awards and had an additional forty-seven nominations from various award-giving bodies around the world.[132] Additionally, the book about the making of the film was at the top of The New York Times' bestseller[image: External link] list for several weeks, "the first time that such a tie-in book had achieved this status".[10]

Since its release, Titanic has appeared on the American Film Institute[image: External link]'s award-winning 100 Years… series[image: External link]. So far, it has ranked on the following six lists:



	AFI's 100 Years...100
	Rank
	Source
	Notes



	Thrills[image: External link]
	25
	[139]
	A list of the top 100 thrilling films in American cinema, compiled in 2001.



	Passions[image: External link]
	37
	[140]
	A list of the top 100 love stories in American cinema, compiled in 2002.



	Songs[image: External link]
	14
	[141]
	A list of the top 100 songs in American cinema, compiled in 2004. Titanic ranked 14th for Céline Dion's "My Heart Will Go On".



	Movie quotes[image: External link]
	100
	[99]
	A list of the top 100 film quotations in American cinema, compiled in 2005. Titanic ranked 100th for Jack Dawson's yell of "I'm the king of the world!"



	Movies[image: External link]
	83
	[142]
	A 2007 (10th anniversary) edition of 1997's list of the 100 best films of the past century. Titanic was not eligible when the original list was released.



	AFI's 10 Top 10[image: External link]
	6
	[143]
	The 2008 poll consisted of the top ten films in ten different genres. Titanic ranked as the sixth best epic film.





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Home media




Titanic was released worldwide in widescreen[image: External link] and pan and scan[image: External link] formats on VHS[image: External link] and laserdisc[image: External link] on September 1, 1998.[144] The VHS was also made available in a deluxe boxed gift set with a mounted filmstrip and six lithograph prints from the movie. A DVD[image: External link] version was released on August 31, 1999 in a widescreen-only (non- anamorphic[image: External link]) single-disc edition with no special features other than a theatrical trailer[image: External link]. Cameron stated at the time that he intended to release a special edition with extra features later. This release became the best-selling DVD of 1999 and early 2000, becoming the first DVD ever to sell one million copies.[145] At the time, fewer than 5% of all U.S. homes had a DVD player. "When we released the original Titanic DVD, the industry was much smaller, and bonus features were not the standard they are now," said Meagan Burrows, Paramount's president of domestic home entertainment, which made the film's DVD performance even more impressive.[145]

Titanic was re-released to DVD on October 25, 2005 when a three-disc Special Collector's Edition was made available in the United States and Canada. This edition contained a newly restored transfer of the film, as well as various special features.[146] An international two and four-disc set followed on November 7, 2005.[145][147] The two-disc edition was marketed as the Special Edition, and featured the first two discs of the three-disc set, only PAL[image: External link]-enabled. A four-disc edition, marketed as the Deluxe Collector's Edition, was also released on November 7, 2005.[147] Available only in the United Kingdom, a limited 5-disc set of the film, under the title Deluxe Limited Edition, was released with only 10,000 copies manufactured. The fifth disc contains Cameron's documentary Ghosts of the Abyss[image: External link], which was distributed by Walt Disney Pictures[image: External link]. Unlike the individual release of Ghosts of the Abyss, which contained two discs, only the first disc was included in the set.[90]

Titanic was released on Blu-ray[image: External link] as a single disc variant and a 2 disc version featuring special features on September 10, 2012.[148] A 4 Disc Blu-ray 3D version was released the same day.[149][150] A limited Collector's Edition box set including the Blu-ray 3D, 2D Blu-ray, DVD, a digital copy and a variety of souvenirs was also released exclusively to Amazon.com[image: External link] and other international retailers. [151]

With regard to television broadcasts, the film airs occasionally across the United States on networks such as TNT[image: External link].[152] To permit the scene where Jack draws the nude portrait of Rose to be shown on network and specialty cable channels, in addition to minor cuts, the sheer, see-through robe worn by Winslet was digitally painted black. Turner Classic Movies[image: External link] also began to show the film, specifically during the days leading up to the 82nd Academy Awards[image: External link].[153]
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A 2012 re-release, also known as Titanic in 3D,[154] was created by re-mastering[image: External link] the original to 4K resolution[image: External link] and post-converting[image: External link] to stereoscopic[image: External link] 3D[image: External link] format. The Titanic 3D version took 60 weeks and $18 million to produce, including the 4K restoration.[155] The 3D conversion was performed by Stereo D[156] and Sony with Slam Content's Panther Records remastering the soundtrack.[157] Digital 2D and in 2D IMAX[image: External link] versions were also struck from the new 4K[image: External link] master[image: External link] created in the process.[158] For the 3D release, Cameron opened up the Super 35 film and expanded the image of the film into a new aspect ratio, from 2:35:1 to 1:78:1, allowing the viewer to see more image on the top and bottom of the screen.[159] The only scene entirely redone for the re-release was Rose's view of the night sky at sea, on the morning of April 15, 1912. The scene was replaced with an accurate view of the night-sky star pattern, including the Milky Way[image: External link], adjusted for the location in the North Atlantic Ocean in April 1912. The change was prompted by astrophysicist[image: External link] Neil deGrasse Tyson[image: External link], who had criticized the scene for showing an unrealistic star pattern. He agreed to send film director Cameron a corrected view of the sky, which was the basis of the new scene.[160]

The 3D version of Titanic premiered at the Royal Albert Hall[image: External link] in London on March 27, 2012, with James Cameron and Kate Winslet[image: External link] in attendance,[161][162] and entered general release on April 4, 2012, six days shy of the centenary of RMS Titanic embarking on her maiden voyage.[163][164][165]

Rolling Stone film critic Peter Travers[image: External link] rated the reissue 3.5 stars out of 4, explaining he found it "pretty damn dazzling". He said, "The 3D intensifies Titanic. You are there. Caught up like never before in an intimate epic that earns its place in the movie time capsule."[166] Writing for Entertainment Weekly, Owen Gleiberman gave the film an A grade. He wrote, "For once, the visuals in a 3-D movie don't look darkened or distracting. They look sensationally crisp and alive."[167] Richard Corliss[image: External link] of Time who was very critical in 1997 remained in the same mood, "I had pretty much the same reaction: fitfully awed, mostly water-logged." In regards to the 3D effects, he noted the "careful conversion to 3D lends volume and impact to certain moments ... [but] in separating the foreground and background of each scene, the converters have carved the visual field into discrete, not organic, levels."[168] Ann Hornaday for The Washington Post[image: External link] found herself asking "whether the film's twin values of humanism and spectacle are enhanced by Cameron's 3-D conversion, and the answer to that is: They aren't." She further added that the "3-D conversion creates distance where there should be intimacy, not to mention odd moments in framing and composition."[169]

The film grossed an estimated $4.7 million on the first day of its re-release in North America (including midnight preview showings) and went on to make $17.3 million over the weekend, finishing in third place.[170][171] Outside North America it earned $35.2 million finishing second,[172] and improved on its performance the following weekend by topping the box office with $98.9 million.[173] China has proven to be its most successful territory where it earned $11.6 million on its opening day,[174] going on to earn a record-breaking $67 million in its opening week and taking more money in the process than it did in the entirety of its original theatrical run.[173] The reissue ultimately earned $343.4 million worldwide, with $145 million coming from China and $57.8 million from Canada and United States.[175]

The 3D conversion of the film was also released in the 4DX[image: External link] format in selected international territories, which allows the audience to experience the film's environment using motion, wind, fog, lighting and scent-based special effects.[176][177][178]
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Titanic Live was a live performance of James Horner’s original score by a 130-piece orchestra, choir and Celtic musicians, accompanying a showing of the film.[179] In April 2015, Titanic Live premiered at the Royal Albert Hall, London, where the 2012 3D re-release had premiered.[180] The Express said it was "An absolute triumph, Titanic Live brought the film to life in a beautiful new way."[181]
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 Notes






	
^ Although the Titanic hit the iceberg on April 14, it did not sink until the following day.
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List of highest-grossing Films






Films[image: External link] generate income from several revenue streams, including theatrical exhibition[image: External link], home video[image: External link], television[image: External link] broadcast[image: External link] rights and merchandising[image: External link]. However, theatrical box office[image: External link] earnings are the primary metric for trade publications in assessing the success of a film, mostly because of the availability of the data compared to sales figures for home video and broadcast rights, but also because of historical practice. Included on the list are charts of the top box office earners (ranked by both the nominal and real value[image: External link] of their revenue), a chart of high-grossing films by calendar year, a timeline showing the transition of the highest-grossing film record, and a chart of the highest-grossing film franchises and series. All charts are ranked by international theatrical box office performance where possible, excluding income derived from home video, broadcasting rights and merchandise.

Traditionally, war films[image: External link], musicals[image: External link] and historical dramas[image: External link] have been the most popular genres, but franchise films[image: External link] have been among the best performers in the 21st century. Seven Harry Potter[image: External link] films and five films from Peter Jackson[image: External link]'s Middle-earth series[image: External link] are included in the nominal earnings chart, while the Jurassic Park[image: External link], Transformers[image: External link] and Pirates of the Caribbean[image: External link] franchises feature prominently. There is also continued interest in the superhero genre[image: External link]: Batman[image: External link] and Superman[image: External link] from DC Comics[image: External link] and films based on the Marvel Comics[image: External link] brand, such as Spider-Man[image: External link], X-Men[image: External link] and films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link], have generally done well. The only films in the top ten that are not adapted from a pre-existing property or a sequel are the top two, Avatar and Titanic, both directed by James Cameron. Animated family films have performed consistently well, with Disney films[image: External link] enjoying lucrative re-releases prior to the home-video era. Disney also enjoyed later success with films such as Frozen[image: External link] (the highest-grossing animated film[image: External link]), Zootopia[image: External link] and The Lion King[image: External link], as well as with its Pixar[image: External link] brand, of which the Toy Story[image: External link] and Finding Nemo[image: External link] films have been the best performers. Beyond Pixar animation, the Shrek[image: External link], Ice Age[image: External link] and Despicable Me[image: External link] series have met with the most success.

While inflation[image: External link] has eroded away the achievements of most films from the 1960s and 1970s, there are franchises originating from that period that are still active. Besides the Superman franchise, James Bond[image: External link], Planet of the Apes[image: External link], Star Wars[image: External link] and Star Trek[image: External link] films are still being released periodically; all five are among the highest-grossing franchises. Some of the older films that held the record of highest-grossing film still have respectable grosses by today's standards, but no longer compete numerically against today's top-earners in an era of much higher individual ticket prices. When properly adjusted for inflation, however, on that comparative scale Gone with the Wind[image: External link]—which was the highest-grossing film outright for twenty-five years—is still the highest-grossing film of all-time. All grosses on the list are expressed in U.S. dollars at their nominal value, except where stated otherwise.



Highest-grossing films

With a worldwide box-office gross of over $2.7 billion, Avatar is often proclaimed to be the "highest-grossing" film, but such claims usually refer to theatrical[image: External link] revenues only and do not take into account home video[image: External link] and television[image: External link] income, which can form a significant portion of a film's earnings. Once revenue from home entertainment is factored in it is not immediately clear which film is the most successful. Titanic earned $1.2 billion from video[image: External link] and DVD[image: External link] sales and rentals,[1] in addition to the $2.2 billion it grossed in theaters. While complete sales data are not available for Avatar, it earned $345 million from the sale of sixteen million DVD and Blu-ray[image: External link] units in North America,[2] and ultimately sold a total of thirty million DVD and Blu-ray units worldwide.[3] After home video income is accounted for, both films have earned over $3 billion. Television broadcast[image: External link] rights will also substantially add to a film's earnings, with a film often earning as much as 20–25% of its theatrical box-office for a couple of television runs on top of pay-per-view[image: External link] revenues;[4] Titanic earned a further $55 million from the NBC[image: External link] and HBO[image: External link] broadcast rights,[1] equating to about 9% of its North American gross.

When a film is highly exploitable as a commercial property, its ancillary revenues can dwarf its income from direct film sales.[5] The Lion King earned over $2 billion in box-office and home video sales,[6] but this pales in comparison to the $6 billion earned at box offices around the world by the stage adaptation[image: External link].[7] Merchandising[image: External link] can be extremely lucrative too: The Lion King also sold $3 billion of merchandise,[8] while Pixar's Cars[image: External link]—which earned $462 million in theatrical revenues and was only a modest hit by comparison to other Pixar films[image: External link][9]—generated global merchandise sales of over $8 billion in the five years after its 2006 release.[10][11] Pixar also had another huge hit with Toy Story 3, which generated almost $10 billion in merchandise retail sales in addition to the $1 billion it earned at the box office.[12]

On this chart, films are ranked by the revenues from theatrical exhibition at their nominal value, along with the highest positions they attained. Thirty films in total have grossed in excess of $1 billion worldwide, of which three have grossed over $2 billion, with Avatar ranked in the top position. All of the films have had a theatrical run (including re-releases) in the 21st century, and films that have not played during this period do not appear on the chart because of ticket-price inflation, population size and ticket purchasing trends not being considered.


	

   Background shading indicates films playing in the week commencing 09 June 2017 in theaters around the world.







	Highest-grossing films



	Rank
	Peak
	Title
	Worldwide gross
	Year
	Reference(s)



	1
	1
	Avatar
	$2,787,965,087
	2009
	[# 1][# 2]



	2
	1
	Titanic
	$2,186,772,302
	1997
	[# 3][# 4]



	3
	3
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link]
	$2,068,223,624
	2015
	[# 5][# 6]



	4
	3
	Jurassic World[image: External link]
	$1,671,713,208
	2015
	[# 7][# 8]



	5
	3
	The Avengers[image: External link]
	$1,518,812,988
	2012
	[# 9][# 10]



	6
	4
	Furious 7[image: External link]
	$1,516,045,911
	2015
	[# 11][# 12]



	7
	5
	Avengers: Age of Ultron[image: External link]
	$1,405,403,694
	2015
	[# 13][# 12]



	8
	3
	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link]
	$1,341,511,219
	2011
	[# 14][# 15]



	9F
	5
	Frozen[image: External link]
	$1,287,000,000
	2013
	[# 16][# 17]



	10
	10
	Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]
	$1,247,950,857
	2017
	[# 18]



	11
	11
	The Fate of the Furious[image: External link]
	$1,232,293,907
	2017
	[# 19]



	12
	5
	Iron Man 3[image: External link]
	$1,214,811,252
	2013
	[# 20][# 21]



	13
	10
	Minions[image: External link]
	$1,159,398,397
	2015
	[# 22][# 8]



	14
	12
	Captain America: Civil War[image: External link]
	$1,153,304,495
	2016
	[# 23][# 24]



	15
	4
	Transformers: Dark of the Moon[image: External link]
	$1,123,794,079
	2011
	[# 25][# 15]



	16
	2
	The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King[image: External link]
	$1,120,237,002
	2003
	[# 26][# 27]



	17
	7
	Skyfall[image: External link]
	$1,108,561,013
	2012
	[# 28][# 29]



	18
	10
	Transformers: Age of Extinction[image: External link]
	$1,104,054,072
	2014
	[# 30][# 31]



	19
	7
	The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link]
	$1,084,939,099
	2012
	[# 32][# 33]



	20
	4TS3
	Toy Story 3[image: External link]
	$1,066,969,703
	2010
	[# 34][# 35]



	21
	3
	Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest[image: External link]
	$1,066,179,725
	2006
	[# 36][# 37]



	22
	20
	Rogue One: A Star Wars Story[image: External link]
	$1,056,057,273
	2016
	[# 38][# 39]



	23
	6
	Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides[image: External link]
	$1,045,713,802
	2011
	[# 40][# 41]



	24
	1
	Jurassic Park[image: External link]
	$1,029,939,903
	1993
	[# 42][# 43]



	25
	22
	Finding Dory[image: External link]
	$1,028,570,889
	2016
	[# 44][# 45]



	26
	2
	Star Wars: Episode I – The Phantom Menace[image: External link]
	$1,027,044,677
	1999
	[# 46][# 4]



	27
	5
	Alice in Wonderland[image: External link]
	$1,025,467,110
	2010
	[# 47][# 48]



	28
	24
	Zootopia[image: External link]
	$1,023,784,195
	2016
	[# 49][# 24]



	29
	14
	The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey[image: External link]
	$1,021,103,568
	2012
	[# 50][# 51]



	30
	4
	The Dark Knight[image: External link]
	$1,004,558,444
	2008
	[# 52][# 53]



	31
	2
	Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone[image: External link]
	$974,755,371
	2001
	[# 54][# 55]



	32
	19DM2
	Despicable Me 2[image: External link]
	$970,761,885
	2013
	[# 56][# 57]



	33
	2
	The Lion King[image: External link]
	$968,483,777
	1994
	[# 58][# 43]



	34
	30
	The Jungle Book[image: External link]
	$966,550,600
	2016
	[# 59][# 60]



	35
	5
	Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End[image: External link]
	$963,420,425
	2007
	[# 61][# 62]



	36
	10
	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1[image: External link]
	$960,283,305
	2010
	[# 63][# 64]



	37
	24
	The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug[image: External link]
	$958,366,855
	2013
	[# 65][# 66]



	38
	26
	The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies[image: External link]
	$956,019,788
	2014
	[# 67][# 68]



	39
	8FN
	Finding Nemo[image: External link]
	$940,335,536
	2003
	[# 69][# 27]



	40
	6
	Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix[image: External link]
	$939,885,929
	2007
	[# 70][# 62]



	41
	8
	Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link]
	$934,416,487
	2009
	[# 71][# 72]



	42
	4
	The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers[image: External link]
	$926,349,708
	2002
	[# 73][# 74]



	43
	6
	Shrek 2[image: External link]
	$919,838,758
	2004
	[# 75][# 76]



	44
	8
	Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire[image: External link]
	$896,911,078
	2005
	[# 77][# 78]



	45
	10
	Spider-Man 3[image: External link]
	$890,871,626
	2007
	[# 79][# 80]



	46
	15
	Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs[image: External link]
	$886,686,817
	2009
	[# 81][# 72]



	47
	40
	Spectre[image: External link]
	$880,674,609
	2015
	[# 82][# 6]



	48
	6
	Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets[image: External link]
	$878,979,634
	2002
	[# 83][# 84]



	49
	29
	Ice Age: Continental Drift[image: External link]
	$877,244,782
	2012
	[# 85][# 33]



	50
	47
	The Secret Life of Pets[image: External link]
	$875,457,937
	2016
	[# 86][# 45]





FBox Office Mojo stopped updating its main total for Frozen in August 2014, while it was still in release. The total listed here incorporates subsequent earnings in Japan, Nigeria, Spain, the United Kingdom and Germany up to the end of 2015 but omits earnings in Turkey, Iceland, Brazil, and Australia (2016) which amount to a few hundred thousand dollars. The total is rounded to $1 million to compensate for the numerical inaccuracy.

TS3The gross for Toy Story 3 has been corrected to $1,066,969,703, meaning that it finished one place higher at the end of its release.

DM2Disney issued an erratum to the gross for The Lion King, correcting its gross from $987.5 million to $968.5 million. This means that Despicable Me 2 finished its run ahead of it and would have ranked one place higher at the end of its release.

FNFinding Nemo finished one place higher at the end of its original release, after taking corrections into account. Its total now stands at $940.3 million, which would put the first run at $871.0 million after deducting the 3D reissue gross of $69.3 million. Meanwhile, the total gross for The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring has been corrected to $871.5 million, which would rank below Finding Nemo's first run once its 2011 reissue gross is deducted.



Highest-grossing films adjusted for inflation

Because of the long-term effects of inflation[image: External link], notably the significant increase of movie theater ticket prices, the list unadjusted for inflation gives far more weight to later films.[14] The unadjusted list, while commonly found in the press, is therefore largely meaningless for comparing films widely separated in time, as many films from earlier eras will never appear on a modern unadjusted list, despite achieving higher commercial success when adjusted for price increases.[15] To compensate for the devaluation of the currency, some charts make adjustments for inflation, but not even this practice fully addresses the issue since ticket prices and inflation do not necessarily parallel one another. For example, in 1970, tickets cost $1.55 or about $6.68 in inflation-adjusted 2004 dollars; by 1980, prices had risen to about $2.69, a drop to $5.50 in inflation-adjusted 2004 dollars.[16] Ticket prices have also risen at different rates of inflation around the world, further complicating the process of adjusting worldwide grosses.[14]

Another complication is release in multiple formats for which different ticket prices are charged. One notable example of this phenomenon is Avatar, which was also released in 3D and IMAX: almost two-thirds of tickets for that film were for 3D showings with an average price of $10, and about one-sixth were for IMAX showings with an average price over $14.50, compared to a 2010 average price of $7.61 for 2D films.[17] Social and economic factors such as population change[18] and the growth of international markets[19][20][21] also impact on the number of people purchasing theater tickets, along with audience demographics where some films sell a much higher proportion of discounted children's tickets, or perform better in big cities where tickets cost more.[15]

The measuring system for gauging a film's success is based on unadjusted grosses, mainly because historically this is the way it has always been done because of the practices of the film industry: the box office receipts are compiled by theaters and relayed to the distributor, which in turn releases them to the media.[22] Converting to a more representative system that counts ticket sales rather than gross is also fraught with problems because the only data available for older films are the sale totals.[18] As the motion picture industry is highly oriented towards marketing currently released films, unadjusted figures are always used in marketing campaigns so that new blockbuster films can much more easily achieve a high sales ranking, and thus be promoted as a "top film of all time",[16][23] so there is little incentive to switch to a more robust analysis from a marketing or even newsworthy point of view.[22]

Despite the inherent difficulties in accounting for inflation, several attempts have been made. Estimates depend on the price index[image: External link] used to adjust the grosses,[23] and the exchange rates[image: External link] used to convert between currencies can also impact upon the calculations, both of which can have an effect on the ultimate rankings of an inflation adjusted list. Gone with the Wind—first released in 1939—is generally considered to be the most successful film, with Guinness World Records[image: External link] in 2014 estimating its adjusted global gross at $3.4 billion. Estimates for Gone with the Wind's adjusted gross have varied substantially: its owner, Turner Entertainment[image: External link], estimated its adjusted earnings at $3.3 billion in 2007, a few years earlier than the Guinness estimate;[24] other estimates fall either side of this amount, with one putting its gross just under $3 billion in 2010,[25] while another provided an alternative figure of $3.8 billion in 2006.[26] Which film is Gone with the Wind's nearest rival depends on the set of figures used: Guinness had Avatar in second place with $3 billion, while other estimates saw Titanic in the runner-up spot with first-run worldwide earnings of almost $2.9 billion at 2010 prices. The only other film that all sources agreed grossed in excess of $2 billion at recent prices is Star Wars; according to Guinness it has earned $2.8 billion at 2014 price levels, while other sources from 2010/2011 put its adjusted earnings at $2.2–2.6 billion.[25][27]



	Highest-grossing films adjusted for inflation as of 2014[29]




	Rank
	Title
	Worldwide gross

(2014 $)
	Year



	1
	Gone with the Wind[image: External link]
	$3,440,000,000
	1939



	2
	Avatar
	$3,020,000,000
	2009



	3
	Star Wars[image: External link]
	$2,825,000,000
	1977



	4
	Titanic
	T$2,516,000,000
	1997



	5
	The Sound of Music[image: External link]
	$2,366,000,000
	1965



	6
	E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial[image: External link]
	$2,310,000,000
	1982



	7
	The Ten Commandments[image: External link]
	$2,187,000,000
	1956



	8
	Doctor Zhivago[image: External link]
	$2,073,000,000
	1965



	9
	Jaws[image: External link]
	$2,027,000,000
	1975



	10
	Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs[image: External link]
	S$1,819,000,000
	1937





TFAEven though the nominal gross for Star Wars: The Force Awakens surpasses the inflation-adjusted gross for both Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs and Jaws, inflation has occurred in the interim so it is not possible to rank it until Guinness World Records provide an updated chart of adjusted grosses.

TThe figure for Titanic is most likely based on the gross from its 1997 theatrical release, and does not incorporate earnings from the 2012 reissue. According to the 2012 edition of Guinness World Records, the adjusted total for Titanic as of 2011 stood at $2,413,800,000, and a re-release in 2012 added a further $343,550,770 to the total.[30] However, the 2015 edition put the adjusted total at $2,516,000,000—an increase of just $102,000,000; this is a rise of 4.2% since 2011, an increase shared by the other adjusted totals in the chart.

SThe 2015 edition of Guinness World Records does not provide an explicit figure for Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. However, it does state that it is one of only two pre-1955 films—the other being Gone with the Wind—that are among the adjusted top ten. It placed tenth in the 2012 edition, and the eleventh highest-grossing film according to the 2015 edition is The Exorcist, which has grossed $1.794 billion adjusted to 2014 prices. The adjusted grosses for the other films on the chart increased by 4.2 percent between 2011 and 2014 according to Guinness, and using this apparent rate of inflation would take the adjusted gross for Snow White from $1.746 billion at 2011 prices to $1.819 billion at 2014 prices.



High-grossing films by year

Audience tastes were fairly eclectic during the 20th century, but several trends did emerge. During the silent era[image: External link], films with war themes[image: External link] were popular with audiences, with The Birth of a Nation (American Civil War[image: External link]), The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, The Big Parade and Wings (all World War I[image: External link]) becoming the most successful films in their respective years of release, with the trend coming to an end with All Quiet on the Western Front in 1930. With the advent of sound[image: External link] in 1927, the musical[image: External link]—the genre best placed to showcase the new technology—took over as the most popular type of film with audiences, with 1928 and 1929 both being topped by musical films. The genre continued to perform strongly in the 1930s, but the outbreak of World War II[image: External link] saw war themed films dominate again during this period, starting with Gone with the Wind (American Civil War) in 1939, and finishing with The Best Years of Our Lives (World War II) in 1946. Samson and Delilah (1949) saw the beginning of a trend of increasingly expensive historical dramas[image: External link] set during Ancient Rome[image: External link]/biblical times[image: External link] throughout the 1950s as cinema competed with television for audiences,[34] with Quo Vadis, The Robe, The Ten Commandments, Ben-Hur and Spartacus all becoming the highest-grossing film of the year during initial release, before the genre started to wane after several high-profile failures.[35] The success of White Christmas and South Pacific in the 1950s foreshadowed the comeback of the musical in the 1960s with West Side Story, Mary Poppins, My Fair Lady, The Sound of Music and Funny Girl all among the top films of the decade. The 1970s saw a shift in audience tastes to high concept[image: External link] films, with six such films made by either George Lucas[image: External link] or Steven Spielberg[image: External link] topping the chart during the 1980s. The 21st century has seen an increasing dependence on franchises and adaptations[image: External link], with the box office dominance of films based on pre-existing intellectual property at record levels.[36]

Steven Spielberg is the most represented director on the chart with six films to his credit, occupying the top spot in 1975, 1981, 1982, 1984, 1989 and 1993. Cecil B. DeMille[image: External link] (1932, 1947, 1949, 1952 and 1956) and William Wyler[image: External link] (1942, 1946, 1959 and 1968) are in second and third place with five and four films respectively, while D. W. Griffith[image: External link] (1915, 1916 and 1920), George Roy Hill[image: External link] (1966, 1969 and 1973) and James Cameron (1991, 1997 and 2009) all feature heavily with three films apiece. George Lucas directed two chart-toppers in 1977 and 1999, but also served in a strong creative capacity as a producer and writer in 1980, 1981, 1983, 1984 and 1989 as well. The following directors have also all directed two films on the chart: Frank Lloyd[image: External link], King Vidor[image: External link], Frank Capra[image: External link], Michael Curtiz[image: External link], Leo McCarey[image: External link], Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link], David Lean[image: External link], Stanley Kubrick[image: External link], Guy Hamilton[image: External link], Mike Nichols[image: External link], William Friedkin[image: External link], Peter Jackson[image: External link], Gore Verbinski[image: External link] and Michael Bay[image: External link]; Mervyn LeRoy[image: External link], Ken Annakin[image: External link] and Robert Wise[image: External link] are each represented by one solo credit and one shared credit, and John Ford[image: External link] co-directed two films. Disney films are usually co-directed and some directors have served on several winning teams: Wilfred Jackson[image: External link], Hamilton Luske[image: External link], Clyde Geronimi[image: External link], David Hand[image: External link], Ben Sharpsteen[image: External link], Wolfgang Reitherman[image: External link] and Bill Roberts have all co-directed at least two films on the list. Only five directors have topped the chart in consecutive years: McCarey (1944 and 1945), Nichols (1966 and 1967), Spielberg (1981 and 1982), Jackson (2002 and 2003) and Verbinski (2006 and 2007).

Because of release schedules—especially in the case of films released towards the end of the year—and different release patterns across the world, many films can do business in two or more calendar years; therefore the grosses documented here are not confined to just the year of release. Grosses are not limited to original theatrical runs either, with many older films often being re-released periodically so the figures represent all the business a film has done since its original release; a film's first-run gross is included in brackets after the total if known. Because of incomplete data it cannot be known for sure how much money some films have made and when they made it, but generally the chart chronicles the films from each year that went on to earn the most. In the cases where estimates conflict both films are recorded, and in cases where a film has moved into first place because of being re-released the previous record-holder is also retained. At least one film every year has generated $100 million in gross revenue at the box office since 1967, and from 2008 each year has succeeded in producing a billion dollar grossing film.


	
 indicates films still playing in theaters around the world in the week commencing 09 June 2017.







	High-grossing films by year of release[38]




	Year
	Title
	Worldwide gross
	Budget
	Reference(s)



	1915[image: External link]
	The Birth of a Nation[image: External link]
	$50,000,000–100,000,000

$20,000,000+R ($5,200,000)R
	$110,000
	[# 87][# 88][# 89]



	1916[image: External link]
	Intolerance[image: External link]
	$1,000,000*R IN
	$489,653
	[# 90][# 91]



	1917[image: External link]
	Cleopatra[image: External link]
	$500,000*R
	$300,000
	[# 90]



	1918[image: External link]
	Mickey[image: External link]
	$8,000,000
	$250,000
	[# 92]



	1919[image: External link]
	The Miracle Man[image: External link]
	$3,000,000R
	$120,000
	[# 93]



	1920[image: External link]
	Way Down East[image: External link]
	$5,000,000R ($4,000,000)R
	$800,000
	[# 94][# 95]



	1921[image: External link]
	The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse[image: External link]
	$5,000,000R ($4,000,000)R
	$600,000–800,000
	[# 96]



	1922[image: External link]
	Robin Hood[image: External link]
	$2,500,000R
	$930,042.78
	[# 97][# 98]



	1923[image: External link]
	The Covered Wagon[image: External link]
	$5,000,000R
	$800,000
	[# 99][# 100]



	1924[image: External link]
	The Sea Hawk[image: External link]
	$3,000,000R
	$700,000
	[# 99]



	1925[image: External link]
	The Big Parade[image: External link]
	$18,000,000–22,000,000R

($6,131,000)R
	$382,000
	[# 101][# 102][# 103]



	Ben-Hur[image: External link]
	$9,386,000R
	$3,967,000
	[# 104]



	1926[image: External link]
	For Heaven's Sake[image: External link]
	$2,600,000R FH
	$150,000
	[# 94][# 105]



	1927[image: External link]
	Wings[image: External link]
	$3,600,000R
	$2,000,000
	[# 94][# 106][# 107]



	1928[image: External link]
	The Singing Fool[image: External link]
	$5,900,000R
	$388,000
	[# 107][# 108]



	1929[image: External link]
	The Broadway Melody[image: External link]
	$4,400,000–4,800,000R
	$379,000
	[# 109][# 110]



	Sunny Side Up[image: External link]
	$3,500,000*R SS
	$600,000
	[# 111][# 112]



	1930[image: External link]
	All Quiet on the Western Front[image: External link]
	$3,000,000R
	$1,250,000
	[# 94][# 113][# 114][# 115]



	1931[image: External link]
	Frankenstein[image: External link]
	$12,000,000R ($1,400,000)R
	$250,000
	[# 116][# 117]



	City Lights[image: External link]
	$5,000,000R
	$1,607,351
	[# 118]



	1932[image: External link]
	The Sign of the Cross[image: External link]
	$2,738,993R
	$694,065
	[# 100][# 119][# 120][# 121]



	1933[image: External link]
	King Kong[image: External link]
	$5,347,000R ($1,856,000)R
	$672,255.75
	[# 122]



	I'm No Angel[image: External link]
	$3,250,000+R
	$200,000
	[# 123][# 124]



	Cavalcade[image: External link]
	$3,000,000–4,000,000R
	$1,116,000
	[# 95][# 114]



	She Done Him Wrong[image: External link]
	$3,000,000+R
	$274,076
	[# 125][# 126][# 127]



	1934[image: External link]
	The Merry Widow[image: External link]
	$2,608,000R
	$1,605,000
	[# 128][# 120]



	It Happened One Night[image: External link]
	$1,000,000R ON
	$325,000
	[# 129][# 130]



	1935[image: External link]
	Mutiny on the Bounty[image: External link]
	$4,460,000R
	$1,905,000
	[# 120]



	1936[image: External link]
	San Francisco[image: External link]
	$6,044,000+R ($5,273,000)R
	$1,300,000
	[# 128][# 120]



	1937[image: External link]
	Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs[image: External link]
	$418,000,000+S7 ($8,500,000)R
	$1,488,423
	[# 131][# 132]



	1938[image: External link]
	You Can't Take It With You[image: External link]
	$5,000,000R
	$1,200,000
	[# 133][# 134]



	1939[image: External link]
	Gone with the Wind[image: External link]
	$390,525,192–401,776,459

($32,000,000)R GW
	$3,900,000–4,250,000
	[# 135][# 136][# 137][# 138]



	1940[image: External link]
	Pinocchio[image: External link]
	$87,000,862* ($3,500,000)R
	$2,600,000
	[# 139][# 132][# 140]



	Boom Town[image: External link]
	$4,600,000*R
	$2,100,000
	[# 141][# 142]



	1941[image: External link]
	Sergeant York[image: External link]
	$7,800,000R
	$1,600,000
	[# 143][# 144]



	1942[image: External link]
	Bambi[image: External link]
	$267,997,843 ($3,449,353)R
	$1,700,000–2,000,000
	[# 145][# 146][# 147]



	Mrs. Miniver[image: External link]
	$8,878,000R
	$1,344,000
	[# 148][# 149]



	1943[image: External link]
	For Whom the Bell Tolls[image: External link]
	$11,000,000R
	$2,681,298
	[# 150][# 151][# 152]



	This Is the Army[image: External link]
	$9,555,586.44*R
	$1,400,000
	[# 153][# 154][# 152]



	1944[image: External link]
	Going My Way[image: External link]
	$6,500,000*R
	$1,000,000
	[# 155][# 156][# 157]



	1945[image: External link]
	Mom and Dad[image: External link]
	$80,000,000MD/$22,000,000R
	$65,000
	[# 158]



	The Bells of St. Mary's[image: External link]
	$11,200,000R
	$1,600,000
	[# 159]



	1946[image: External link]
	Song of the South[image: External link]
	$65,000,000* ($3,300,000)R
	$2,125,000
	[# 160][# 161][# 162]



	The Best Years of Our Lives[image: External link]
	$14,750,000R
	$2,100,000
	[# 163][# 164]



	Duel in the Sun[image: External link]
	$10,000,000*R
	$5,255,000
	[# 155][# 165]



	1947[image: External link]
	Forever Amber[image: External link]
	$8,000,000R
	$6,375,000
	[# 111][# 165]



	Unconquered[image: External link]
	$7,500,000R UN
	$4,200,000
	[# 166][# 167]



	1948[image: External link]
	Easter Parade[image: External link]
	$5,918,134R
	$2,500,000
	[# 157][# 168]



	The Red Shoes[image: External link]
	$5,000,000*R
	£505,581 (~$2,000,000)
	[# 155][# 169][# 170]



	The Snake Pit[image: External link]
	$4,100,000*R
	$3,800,000
	[# 171][# 172]



	1949[image: External link]
	Samson and Delilah[image: External link]
	$14,209,250R
	$3,097,563
	[# 173][# 100]



	1950[image: External link]
	Cinderella[image: External link]
	$263,591,415

($20,000,000/$7,800,000R)
	$2,200,000
	[# 174][# 175][# 176]



	King Solomon's Mines[image: External link]
	$10,050,000R
	$2,258,000
	[# 177]



	1951[image: External link]
	Quo Vadis[image: External link]
	$21,037,000–26,700,000R
	$7,623,000
	[# 173][# 178][# 179]



	1952[image: External link]
	This Is Cinerama[image: External link]
	$50,000,000CI
	$1,000,000
	[# 180][# 181]



	The Greatest Show on Earth[image: External link]
	$18,350,000R GS
	$3,873,946
	[# 182][# 183][# 100]



	1953[image: External link]
	Peter Pan[image: External link]
	$145,000,000
	$3,000,000–4,000,000
	[# 184]



	The Robe[image: External link]
	$25,000,000–26,100,000R
	$4,100,000
	[# 185][# 186][# 179]



	1954[image: External link]
	Rear Window[image: External link]
	$24,500,000* ($5,300,000)*R
	$1,000,000
	[# 187][# 178]



	White Christmas[image: External link]
	$26,000,050* ($12,000,000)*R
	$3,800,000
	[# 188][# 189][# 190]



	20,000 Leagues Under the Sea[image: External link]
	$25,000,134*

($6,800,000–8,000,000)*R
	$4,500,000–9,000,000
	[# 191][# 192][# 155][# 193]



	1955[image: External link]
	Lady and the Tramp[image: External link]
	$88,300,200* ($6,500,000)*R
	$4,000,000
	[# 194][# 155][# 195]



	Cinerama Holiday[image: External link]
	$21,000,000CI
	$2,000,000
	[# 196][# 197]



	Mister Roberts[image: External link]
	$9,900,000R
	$2,400,000
	[# 198]



	1956[image: External link]
	The Ten Commandments[image: External link]
	$90,066,230R

($122,700,000/$55,200,000R)
	$13,270,000
	[# 100][# 199][# 200]



	1957[image: External link]
	The Bridge on the River Kwai[image: External link]
	$30,600,000R
	$2,840,000
	[# 200]



	1958[image: External link]
	South Pacific[image: External link]
	$30,000,000R
	$5,610,000
	[# 201]



	1959[image: External link]
	Ben-Hur[image: External link]
	$90,000,000R

($146,900,000/$66,100,000R)
	$15,900,000
	[# 202][# 203]



	1960[image: External link]
	Swiss Family Robinson[image: External link]
	$30,000,000R
	$4,000,000
	[# 204]



	Spartacus[image: External link]
	$60,000,000 ($22,105,225)R
	$10,284,014
	[# 205][# 206]



	Psycho[image: External link]
	$50,000,000+ ($14,000,000)R
	$800,000
	[# 207]



	1961[image: External link]
	One Hundred and One Dalmatians[image: External link]
	$215,880,212
	$3,600,000–4,000,000
	[# 208][# 209][# 147]



	West Side Story[image: External link]
	$105,000,000 ($31,800,000)R
	$7,000,000
	[# 210][# 211]



	1962[image: External link]
	Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link]
	$77,324,852 ($69,995,385)
	$13,800,000
	[# 212][# 213]



	How the West Was Won[image: External link]
	$35,000,000R
	$14,483,000
	[# 214]



	The Longest Day[image: External link]
	$33,200,000R
	$8,600,000
	[# 211][# 213]



	1963[image: External link]
	Cleopatra[image: External link]
	$40,300,000R
	$31,115,000
	[# 211][# 213]



	From Russia with Love[image: External link]
	$78,900,000/$29,400,000R

($12,500,000)R
	$2,000,000
	[# 215][# 216][# 217]



	1964[image: External link]
	My Fair Lady[image: External link]
	$55,000,000R
	$17,000,000
	[# 218]



	Goldfinger[image: External link]
	$124,900,000 ($46,000,000)R
	$3,000,000
	[# 215][# 217]



	Mary Poppins[image: External link]
	$44,000,000–$50,000,000R
	$5,200,000
	[# 219][# 218]



	1965[image: External link]
	The Sound of Music[image: External link]
	$286,214,076 ($114,600,000)R
	$8,000,000
	[# 220][# 211]



	1966[image: External link]
	The Bible: In the Beginning[image: External link]
	$25,300,000R
	$18,000,000
	[# 206]



	Hawaii[image: External link]
	$34,562,222* ($15,600,000)*R
	$15,000,000
	[# 221][# 155]



	Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?[image: External link]
	$30,000,000* ($14,500,000)*R
	$7,613,000
	[# 222][# 155][# 223]



	1967[image: External link]
	The Jungle Book[image: External link]
	$170,800,000–199,475,744
	$3,900,000–4,000,000
	[# 224][# 225][# 147]



	The Graduate[image: External link]
	$85,000,000R
	$3,100,000
	[# 226][# 227]



	1968[image: External link]
	2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link]
	$138,000,000–190,000,000

($21,900,000)R
	$10,300,000
	[# 228][# 229][# 211]



	Funny Girl[image: External link]
	$80,000,000–100,000,000
	$8,800,000
	[# 230][# 231]



	1969[image: External link]
	Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid[image: External link]
	$152,308,525 ($37,100,000)R
	$6,600,000
	[# 232][# 211][# 227]



	1970[image: External link]
	Love Story[image: External link]
	$80,000,000R
	$2,260,000
	[# 233][# 234]



	Airport[image: External link]
	$75,000,000R
	$10,000,000
	[# 235][# 236]



	1971[image: External link]
	The French Connection[image: External link]
	$75,000,000R
	$3,300,000
	[# 111]



	Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]
	$49,400,000R

($100,000,000/$45,100,000R)
	$9,000,000
	[# 237][# 238]



	Diamonds Are Forever[image: External link]
	$116,000,000 ($45,700,000)R
	$7,200,000
	[# 215][# 216]



	1972[image: External link]
	The Godfather[image: External link]
	$245,066,044–286,000,000

($127,600,000–142,000,000)R
	$6,200,000
	[# 239][# 238][# 240][# 241]



	1973[image: External link]
	The Exorcist[image: External link]
	$413,071,948 ($110,000,000)R
	$10,000,000
	[# 242][# 243]



	The Sting[image: External link]
	$115,000,000R
	$5,500,000
	[# 244][# 245]



	1974[image: External link]
	The Towering Inferno[image: External link]
	$139,700,000/$88,650,000R
	$14,000,000–15,000,000
	[40][# 246]



	Blazing Saddles[image: External link]
	$80,000,000+R
	$2,600,000
	[# 247][# 248]



	1975[image: External link]
	Jaws[image: External link]
	$470,653,591 ($193,700,000)R
	$9,000,000
	[# 249][# 250][# 251]



	1976[image: External link]
	Rocky[image: External link]
	$225,000,000 ($77,100,000)R
	$1,075,000
	[# 252][# 238][# 253]



	1977[image: External link]
	Star Wars[image: External link]
	$775,398,007

($530,000,000SW/$268,500,000R)
	$11,293,151
	[# 254][# 255][# 238][# 256]



	1978[image: External link]
	Grease[image: External link]
	$394,954,752 ($341,000,000)
	$6,000,000
	[# 257][# 258][# 226]



	1979[image: External link]
	Moonraker[image: External link]
	$210,300,000
	$31,000,000
	[# 215][# 259]



	Rocky II[image: External link]
	$200,182,289
	$7,000,000
	[# 260][# 261][# 259]



	1980[image: External link]
	The Empire Strikes Back[image: External link]
	$547,969,004 ($413,562,607)SW
	$23,000,000–32,000,000
	[# 262][# 263]



	1981[image: External link]
	Raiders of the Lost Ark[image: External link]
	$389,925,971

($321,866,000–353,988,025)
	$18,000,000–22,800,000
	[# 264]



	1982[image: External link]
	E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial[image: External link]
	$792,910,554

($619,000,000–664,000,000)
	$10,500,000–12,200,000
	[# 265][# 255][# 266][# 267]



	1983[image: External link]
	Return of the Jedi[image: External link]
	$475,106,177 ($385,845,197)SW
	$32,500,000–42,700,000
	[# 268][# 263]



	1984[image: External link]
	Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom[image: External link]
	$333,107,271
	$27,000,000–28,200,000
	[# 269][# 270][# 271]



	1985[image: External link]
	Back to the Future[image: External link]
	$389,053,797 ($381,109,762)
	$19,000,000–22,000,000
	[# 272][# 273]



	1986[image: External link]
	Top Gun[image: External link]
	$356,830,601 ($345,000,000)
	$14,000,000–19,000,000
	[# 274][# 275][# 270]



	1987[image: External link]
	Fatal Attraction[image: External link]
	$320,145,905
	$14,000,000
	[# 276][# 270]



	1988[image: External link]
	Rain Man[image: External link]
	$354,825,476
	$30,000,000
	[# 277][# 278]



	1989[image: External link]
	Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade[image: External link]
	$474,171,806–494,000,000
	$36,000,000–55,400,000
	[# 279][# 270][# 280]



	1990[image: External link]
	Ghost[image: External link]
	$505,702,423
	$22,000,000
	[# 281][# 270]



	1991[image: External link]
	Terminator 2: Judgment Day[image: External link]
	$519,843,975
	$94,000,000
	[# 282][# 283]



	1992[image: External link]
	Aladdin[image: External link]
	$504,050,045
	$28,000,000
	[# 284][# 147]



	1993[image: External link]
	Jurassic Park[image: External link]
	$1,029,939,903 ($914,691,118)
	$63,000,000–70,000,000
	[# 42]



	1994[image: External link]
	The Lion King[image: External link]
	$968,483,777 ($763,455,561)
	$45,000,000–79,300,000
	[# 58]



	1995[image: External link]
	Toy Story[image: External link]
	$373,554,033 ($364,873,776)
	$30,000,000
	[# 285][# 286]



	Die Hard with a Vengeance[image: External link]
	$366,101,666
	$70,000,000
	[# 287][# 288]



	1996[image: External link]
	Independence Day[image: External link]
	$817,400,891
	$75,000,000
	[# 289]



	1997[image: External link]
	Titanic
	$2,186,772,302 ($1,843,201,268)
	$200,000,000
	[# 3]



	1998[image: External link]
	Armageddon[image: External link]
	$553,709,626
	$140,000,000
	[# 290][# 291]



	1999[image: External link]
	Star Wars: Episode I – The Phantom Menace[image: External link]
	$1,027,044,677 ($924,317,558)
	$115,000,000–127,500,000
	[# 46][# 263]



	2000[image: External link]
	Mission: Impossible II[image: External link]
	$546,388,105
	$100,000,000–125,000,000
	[# 292][# 270]



	2001[image: External link]
	Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone[image: External link]
	$974,755,371
	$125,000,000
	[# 54]



	2002[image: External link]
	The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers[image: External link]
	$926,349,708 ($921,780,457)
	$94,000,000
	[# 73]



	2003[image: External link]
	The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King[image: External link]
	$1,120,237,002 ($1,119,110,941)
	$94,000,000
	[# 26]



	2004[image: External link]
	Shrek 2[image: External link]
	$919,838,758
	$150,000,000
	[# 75]



	2005[image: External link]
	Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire[image: External link]
	$896,911,078
	$150,000,000
	[# 77]



	2006[image: External link]
	Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest[image: External link]
	$1,066,179,725
	$225,000,000
	[# 36]



	2007[image: External link]
	Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End[image: External link]
	$963,420,425
	$300,000,000
	[# 61]



	2008[image: External link]
	The Dark Knight[image: External link]
	$1,004,558,444 ($997,039,412)
	$185,000,000
	[# 52]



	2009[image: External link]
	Avatar
	$2,787,965,087 ($2,749,064,328)
	$237,000,000
	[# 1][# 293]



	2010[image: External link]
	Toy Story 3[image: External link]
	$1,066,969,703
	$200,000,000
	[# 34]



	2011[image: External link]
	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link]
	$1,341,511,219
	$250,000,000HP
	[# 14][# 294]



	2012[image: External link]
	The Avengers[image: External link]
	$1,518,812,988
	$220,000,000
	[# 9]



	2013[image: External link]
	Frozen[image: External link]
	$1,287,000,000
	$150,000,000
	[# 16]



	2014[image: External link]
	Transformers: Age of Extinction[image: External link]
	$1,104,039,076
	$210,000,000
	[# 30]



	2015[image: External link]
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link]
	$2,068,223,624
	$200,000,000
	[# 5]



	2016[image: External link]
	Captain America: Civil War[image: External link]
	$1,153,304,495
	$250,000,000
	[# 23]



	2017[image: External link]
	Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]
	$1,247,950,857
	$160,000,000
	[# 18]





( ... ) Since grosses are not limited to original theatrical runs, a film's first-run gross is included in brackets after the total if known.

*Canada and U.S. gross only.

RDistributor rental.

TBATo be ascertained.

INNo contemporary sources provide figures for 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, although The Numbers provides a figure of $8,000,000 for the North American box office gross.[41] However, it is possible this figure has been mistaken for the gross of the 1954 remake which also earned $8,000,000 in North American rentals.[42]

FHSome sources such as The Numbers state that Aloma of the South Seas is the highest grossing film of the year, earning $3 million.[43] However, no contemporary sources provide figures for Aloma of the South Seas, so it is unclear what the $3 million figure relates to. If it were the rental gross then that would have made it not only the highest-grossing film of the year, but one of the highest-grossing films of the silent era, and if that is the case it would be unusual for both International Motion Picture Almanac and Variety to omit it from their lists.

SSIt is not clear if the figure for Sunny Side Up is for North America or worldwide. Other sources put its earnings at $2 million,[44] which may suggest the higher figure is the worldwide rental, given the confusion over international figures during this period.[45]

ONThe figure for It Happened One Night is not truly representative of its success: it was distributed as a package deal along with more than two dozen other Columbia films, and the total earnings were averaged out; the true gross would have been much higher.

S7Snow White's $418 million global cume[image: External link] omits earnings outside of North America from 1987 onwards.

GWIt is not absolutely clear how much Gone with the Wind earned from its initial release. Contemporary accounts often list it as earning $32 million in North American rentals and retrospective charts have often duplicated this claim; however, it is likely this was the worldwide rental figure. Trade journals would collate the data by either obtaining it from the distributors themselves, who were keen to promote a successful film, or by surveying theaters and constructing an estimate. Distributors would often report the worldwide rental since the higher figure made the film appear more successful, while estimates were limited to performance in North America; therefore it was not unusual for worldwide and North American rentals to be mixed up. Following the outbreak of World War II, many of the foreign markets were unavailable to Hollywood so it became standard practice to just report on North American box-office performance.[45] In keeping with this new approach, the North American rental for Gone with the Wind was revised to $21 million in 1947 ($11 million lower than the previous figure),[46] and as of 1953—following the 1947 re-release—Variety was reporting earnings of $26 million.[47] Through 1956, MGM reported cumulative North American earnings of $30,015,000 and foreign earnings of $18,964,000, from three releases.[48] Worldwide rentals of $32 million from the initial release is consistent with the revised figures and later reported worldwide figures: they indicate that the film earned $21 million in North America and $11 million overseas from the initial release, and added a further $9 million in North America and $8 million overseas from subsequent re-releases up to 1956.

MDMom and Dad does not generally feature in 'high-gross' lists such as those published by Variety due to its independent distribution. Essentially belonging to the exploitation genre[image: External link], it was marketed as an educational sex hygiene[image: External link] film in an effort to circumvent censorship laws[image: External link]. Falling foul of the Motion Picture Production Code[image: External link], Mom and Dad was prevented from obtaining mainstream distribution and restricted to independent and drive-in theaters[image: External link]. It was the biggest hit of its kind, and remained in continual distribution until the 1970s when hardcore pornography[image: External link] eventually took over. At the end of 1947 it had earned $2 million, and by 1949, $8 million; by 1956 it had earned $22 million in rentals, representing a gross of $80 million, and would have easily placed in the top ten films in the late 1940s and early 1950s. Estimates of its total earnings are as high as $100 million.

UNChopra-Gant stipulates that the figure given for Unconquered is for North American box-office, but as was common at the time, the chart confuses worldwide and North American grosses. Other sources state that the takings for Forever Amber ($8 million) and Life with Father ($6.5 million)[49] were in fact worldwide rental grosses, so it is possible this is also true of Unconquered.

CIThe Cinerama figures represent gross amounts. Since the Cinerama[image: External link] corporation owned the theaters there were no rental fees for the films, meaning the studio received 100% of the box-office gross, unlike the case with most other films where the distributor typically receives less than half the gross. Since Variety at the time ranked films by their US rental, they constructed a hypothetical rental figure for the Cinerama films to provide a basis for comparison to other films in their chart: in the case of This Is Cinerama, the $50 million worldwide gross was reconfigured as a $12.5 million US rental gross; this is exactly 25% of the amount reported by Cinerama, so Variety's formula seemingly halved the gross to obtain an estimate for the US share, and halved it again to simulate a rental fee. Variety's 'rental' amounts are often repeated, but have no basis in the reality of what the films actually earned—they are hypothetical figures conceived for comparative analysis.[50] All five Cinerama features collectively generated $120 million in worldwide box office receipts.[51]

GSVariety put the worldwide rental for The Greatest Show on Earth at around $18.35 million (with $12.8 million coming from the United States[42]) a year after its release; however, Birchard puts its earnings at just over $15 million up to 1962. It is likely that Birchard's figure is just the North American gross rental, and includes revenue from the 1954 and 1960 reissues.

SWThe "first run" Star Wars grosses do not include revenue from the 1997 special-edition releases; however, the figure does include revenue from the re-releases prior to the special editions.

HPProduction costs were shared with Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1.



Timeline of highest-grossing films

At least ten films have held the record of 'highest-grossing film' since The Birth of a Nation assumed the top spot in 1915. Both The Birth of a Nation and Gone with the Wind spent twenty-five consecutive years apiece as the highest-grosser, with films directed by Steven Spielberg holding the record on three occasions and James Cameron—the current holder—twice. Spielberg became the first director to break his own record when Jurassic Park overtook E.T., and Cameron emulated the feat when Avatar broke the record set by Titanic.

Some sources claim that The Big Parade superseded The Birth of a Nation as highest-grossing film, eventually being replaced by Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, which in turn was quickly usurped by Gone with the Wind.[52] Exact figures are not known for The Birth of a Nation, but contemporary records put its worldwide earnings at $5.2 million as of 1919.[53] Its international release was delayed by World War I, and it was not released in many foreign territories until the 1920s; coupled with further re-releases in the United States, its $10 million earnings as reported by Variety in 1932 are consistent with the earlier figure.[54] At this time, Variety still had The Birth of a Nation ahead of The Big Parade ($6,400,000) on distributor rentals and—if its estimate is correct—Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs ($8,500,000)[55] would not have earned enough on its first theatrical run to take the record;[56] although it would have been the highest-grossing 'talkie',[57] displacing The Singing Fool ($5,900,000).[58] Although received wisdom holds that it is unlikely The Birth of a Nation was ever overtaken by a silent-era film,[59] the record would fall to 1925's Ben-Hur ($9,386,000) if The Birth of a Nation earned significantly less than its estimated gross.[60] In addition to its gross rental earnings through public exhibition, The Birth of a Nation played at a large number of private, club and organizational engagements which figures are unavailable for.[61] It was hugely popular with the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link] who used it to drive recruitment,[62] and at one point Variety estimated its total earnings to stand at around $50 million.[63] Despite later retracting the claim, the sum has been widely reported even though it has never been substantiated.[53] While it is generally accepted that Gone with the Wind took over the record of highest-grossing film on its initial release—which is true in terms of public exhibition—it is likely it did not overtake The Birth of a Nation in total revenue until a much later date, with it still being reported as the highest earner up until the 1960s.[61] Gone with the Wind itself may have been briefly overtaken by The Ten Commandments (1956), which closed at the end of 1960 with worldwide rentals of $58–60 million[64][65] compared to Gone with the Wind's $59 million;[66] if it did claim the top spot its tenure there was short-lived, since Gone with the Wind was re-released the following year and increased its earnings to $67 million. Depending on how accurate the estimates are, the 1959 remake of Ben-Hur may also have captured the record from Gone with the Wind: as of the end of 1961 it had earned $47 million worldwide,[67] and by 1963 it was trailing Gone with the Wind by just $2 million with international takings of $65 million,[68] ultimately earning $66 million from its initial release.[69]

Another film purported to have been the highest-grosser is the 1972 pornographic film[image: External link], Deep Throat[image: External link]. In 1984, Linda Lovelace[image: External link] testified to a United States Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on juvenile justice that the film had earned $600 million;[70] this figure has been the subject of much speculation, since if it is accurate then the film would have made more money than Star Wars, and finished the 1970s as the highest-grossing film. The main argument against this figure is that it simply did not have a wide enough release to sustain the sort of sums that would be required for it to ultimately gross this amount.[71] Exact figures are not known, but testimony in a federal trial in 1976—about four years into the film's release—showed the film had grossed over $25 million.[72] Roger Ebert has reasoned it possibly did earn as much as $600 million on paper, since mobsters owned most of the adult movie theaters[image: External link] during this period and would launder[image: External link] income from drugs and prostitution through them, so probably inflated the box office receipts for the film.[73]

The Birth of a Nation, Gone with the Wind, The Godfather, Jaws, Star Wars, E.T. and Avatar all increased their record grosses with re-releases. The grosses from their original theatrical runs are included here along with totals from re-releases up to the point that they lost the record; therefore the total for The Birth of a Nation includes income from its reissues up to 1940; the total for Star Wars includes revenue from the late 1970s and early 1980s reissues but not from the 1997 Special Edition; the total for E.T. incorporates its gross from the 1985 reissue but not from 2002; the total for Avatar—as the current record-holder—includes all its earnings at the present time. Gone with the Wind is represented twice on the chart: the 1940 entry includes earnings from its staggered 1939–1942 release ( roadshow[image: External link]/general release[image: External link]/ second-run[image: External link])[74] along with all of its revenue up to the 1961 reissue prior to losing the record to The Sound of Music in 1966; its 1971 entry—after it took back the record—includes income from the 1967 and 1971 reissues but omitting later releases. The Godfather was re-released in 1973 after its success at the 45th Academy Awards[image: External link], and Jaws was released again in 1976, and their grosses here most likely include earnings from those releases. The Sound of Music, The Godfather, Jaws, Jurassic Park and Titanic increased their earnings with further releases in 1973, 1997, 1979, 2013 and 2012 respectively, but they are not included in the totals here since they had already conceded the record prior to being re-released.



	Timeline of the highest-grossing film record



	Established
	Title
	Record setting gross
	Reference(s)



	1915[52]
	The Birth of a Nation[image: External link]
	$5,200,000R
	[# 88]



	1940
	$15,000,000R ‡
	[# 295]



	1940[24]
	Gone with the Wind[image: External link]
	$32,000,000R
	[# 137]



	1963
	$67,000,000R ‡
	[# 296]



	1966[52]
	The Sound of Music[image: External link]
	$114,600,000R
	[# 211]



	1971[52]
	Gone with the Wind[image: External link]
	$116,000,000R ‡
	[# 297]



	1972[52]
	The Godfather[image: External link]
	$127,600,000–142,000,000R
	[# 238][# 298]



	1976[75][76]
	Jaws[image: External link]
	$193,700,000R
	[# 250]



	1978[77][78]
	Star Wars[image: External link]
	$410,000,000/$268,500,000R
	[# 299][# 238]



	1982
	$530,000,000 ‡
	[# 255]



	1983[79]
	E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial[image: External link]
	$619,000,000–664,000,000
	[# 255][# 266]



	1993
	$701,000,000 ‡
	[# 300]



	1993[52]
	Jurassic Park[image: External link]
	$914,691,118
	[# 42]



	1998[80]
	Titanic
	$1,843,201,268
	[# 3]



	2010[81][82]
	Avatar
	$2,749,064,328
	[# 1]



	$2,787,965,087 ‡





RDistributor rental.

Includes revenue from re-releases. If a film increased its gross through re-releases while holding the record, the year in which it recorded its highest gross is also noted in italics.



Highest-grossing franchises and film series

Prior to 2000, only seven film series[image: External link] had grossed over $1 billion at the box office: James Bond[image: External link],[83] Star Wars[image: External link],[84] Indiana Jones[image: External link],[85] Rocky[image: External link],[86][87][88] Batman[image: External link],[89] Jurassic Park[image: External link][90] and Star Trek[image: External link].[91] Since the turn of the century that number has increased to over forty (not including one-off hits such as Avatar, Titanic and Frozen).[92] This is partly due to inflation and market growth, but also to Hollywood's adoption of the franchise[image: External link] model: films that have built-in brand recognition, such as being based on a well known literary source or an established character. The methodology is based on the concept that films associated with things audiences are already familiar with can be more effectively marketed to them, and as such are known as "pre-sold" films within the industry.[27]

The films in the cross-franchise Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link] have collectively grossed the most, amassing over $11 billion at the box office, although the Eon[image: External link] James Bond films have earned over $14 billion in total when adjusted to current prices.[93] The Harry Potter films[image: External link] are the highest-grossing series based on a single property, earning nearly $8 billion at the box office; Harry Potter has also generated at least $3.5 billion in home video revenue,[94] taking total consumer spending on the films to over $11 billion. If ancillary income from merchandise is included, then Star Wars is the most lucrative property;[95] it holds the Guinness world record for the "most successful film merchandising franchise" and was valued at £19.51 billion in 2012 (approximately $30 billion).[96][97] With four billion-dollar grossers, the Marvel Cinematic Universe is the only series where more than three films have grossed in excess of $1 billion (Star Wars is the only franchise with three such films), and the two Avengers[image: External link] films comprise the only franchise where each installment has grossed over $1 billion. Avengers is also the only franchise to have a series average of over $1 billion per film, although the Star Wars, Pirates of the Caribbean[image: External link], Jurassic Park and Finding Nemo[image: External link] franchises, Harry Potter films, and Peter Jackson's Middle-earth adaptation[image: External link] also average over $1 billion adjusted for inflation.[27][98]


	
 indicates that at least one film in the series is playing in the week commencing 09 June 2017.







	Highest-grossing franchises and film series



	


	Rank
	Series
	Total worldwide gross
	No. of films
	Average of films
	Highest-grossing film








	


	1
	Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link]
	$11,749,399,968
	15
	$783,293,331
	The Avengers ($1,518,812,988)



	


	
	Phase Two[image: External link]
	$5,271,691,209
	6
	$878,615,202
	Avengers: Age of Ultron ($1,405,403,694)



	1
	Avengers: Age of Ultron[image: External link] (2015)
	$1,405,403,694




	2
	Iron Man 3[image: External link] (2013)
	$1,214,811,252




	3
	Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link] (2014)
	$773,328,629




	4
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier[image: External link] (2014)
	$714,264,267




	5
	Thor: The Dark World[image: External link] (2013)
	$644,571,402




	6
	Ant-Man[image: External link] (2015)
	$519,311,965








	


	
	Phase One[image: External link]
	$3,811,244,484
	6
	$635,207,414
	The Avengers ($1,518,812,988)



	1
	The Avengers[image: External link] (2012)
	$1,518,812,988




	2
	Iron Man 2[image: External link] (2010)
	$623,933,331




	3
	Iron Man[image: External link] (2008)
	$585,174,222




	4
	Thor[image: External link] (2011)
	$449,326,618




	5
	Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link] (2011)
	$370,569,774




	6
	The Incredible Hulk[image: External link] (2008)
	$263,427,551








	


	
	Phase Three[image: External link]
	$2,666,464,275
	3
	$888,821,425
	Captain America: Civil War ($1,153,304,495)



	1
	Captain America: Civil War[image: External link] (2016)
	$1,153,304,495




	2
	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2[image: External link] (2017)
	$835,441,385




	3
	Doctor Strange[image: External link] (2016)
	$677,718,395













	


	2
	J. K. Rowling's Wizarding World[image: External link]
	$8,539,253,704
	9
	$948,805,967
	Deathly Hallows – Part 2 ($1,341,511,219)



	


	
	Harry Potter series[image: External link]
	$7,725,216,129
	8
	$965,652,016
	Deathly Hallows – Part 2 ($1,341,511,219)



	1
	Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link] (2011)
	$1,341,511,219




	2
	Philosopher's Stone[image: External link] (2001)
	$974,755,371




	3
	Deathly Hallows – Part 1[image: External link] (2010)
	$960,283,305




	4
	Order of the Phoenix[image: External link] (2007)
	$939,885,929




	5
	Half-Blood Prince[image: External link] (2009)
	$934,416,487




	6
	Goblet of Fire[image: External link] (2005)
	$896,911,078




	7
	Chamber of Secrets[image: External link] (2002)
	$878,979,634




	8
	Prisoner of Azkaban[image: External link] (2004)
	$796,688,549




	9
	IMAX Marathon (2016)
	$1,784,557








	


	
	Fantastic Beasts series[image: External link]
	$814,037,575
	1
	$814,037,575
	Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them ($814,037,575)



	1
	Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them[image: External link] (2016)
	$814,037,575













	


	3
	Star Wars[image: External link]
	$7,516,234,702
	9
	$835,137,189
	The Force Awakens ($2,068,223,624)



	


	
	Prequel trilogy[image: External link]
	$2,525,197,773
	3
	$841,732,591
	The Phantom Menace ($1,027,044,677)



	1
	I – The Phantom Menace[image: External link] (1999)
	$1,027,044,677




	2
	III – Revenge of the Sith[image: External link] (2005)
	$848,754,768




	3
	II – Attack of the Clones[image: External link] (2002)
	$649,398,328








	


	
	Sequel trilogy[image: External link]
	$2,068,223,624
	1
	$2,068,223,624
	The Force Awakens ($2,068,223,624)



	1
	VII – The Force Awakens[image: External link] (2015)
	$2,068,223,624








	


	
	Original trilogy[image: External link]
	$1,798,473,188
	3
	$599,491,063
	A New Hope ($775,398,007)



	1
	IV – A New Hope[image: External link] (1977)
	$775,398,007




	2
	V – The Empire Strikes Back[image: External link] (1980)
	$547,969,004




	3
	VI – Return of the Jedi[image: External link] (1983)
	$475,106,177








	


	
	Anthology films[image: External link]
	$1,056,057,273
	1
	$1,056,057,273
	Rogue One ($1,056,057,273)



	1
	Rogue One[image: External link] (2016)
	$1,056,057,273








	


	
	The Clone Wars[image: External link] (2008)
	$68,282,844
	













	


	4
	James Bond[image: External link]
	$7,040,275,645
	26
	$270,779,833
	Skyfall ($1,108,561,013)



	


	
	Eon series[image: External link]
	$6,838,530,927
	24
	$284,938,789
	Skyfall ($1,108,561,013)



	


	
	Daniel Craig's Bond[image: External link]
	$3,174,372,309
	4
	$793,593,077
	Skyfall ($1,108,561,013)



	1
	Skyfall[image: External link] (2012)
	$1,108,561,013




	2
	Spectre[image: External link] (2015)
	$880,674,609




	3
	Casino Royale[image: External link] (2006)
	$599,045,960




	4
	Quantum of Solace[image: External link] (2008)
	$586,090,727








	


	
	Pierce Brosnan's Bond[image: External link]
	$1,479,008,618
	4
	$369,752,155
	Die Another Day ($431,971,116)



	1
	Die Another Day[image: External link] (2002)
	$431,971,116




	2
	The World Is Not Enough[image: External link] (1999)
	$361,832,400




	3
	GoldenEye[image: External link] (1995)
	$352,194,034




	4
	Tomorrow Never Dies[image: External link] (1997)
	$333,011,068








	


	
	Roger Moore's Bond[image: External link]
	$1,151,600,000
	7
	$164,514,286
	Moonraker ($210,300,000)



	1
	Moonraker[image: External link] (1979)
	$210,300,000




	2
	For Your Eyes Only[image: External link] (1981)
	$194,900,000




	3
	The Spy Who Loved Me[image: External link] (1977)
	$185,400,000




	4
	Octopussy[image: External link] (1983)
	$183,700,000




	5
	A View to a Kill[image: External link] (1985)
	$152,400,000




	6
	Live and Let Die[image: External link] (1973)
	$126,400,000




	7
	The Man with the Golden Gun[image: External link] (1974)
	$98,500,000








	


	
	Sean Connery's Bond[image: External link]
	$621,500,000
	6
	$103,583,333
	Thunderball ($141,200,000)



	1
	Thunderball[image: External link] (1965)
	$141,200,000




	2
	Goldfinger[image: External link] (1964)
	$124,900,000




	3
	Diamonds Are Forever[image: External link] (1971)
	$116,000,000




	4
	You Only Live Twice[image: External link] (1967)
	$101,000,000




	5
	From Russia with Love[image: External link] (1963)
	$78,900,000




	6
	Dr. No[image: External link] (1962)
	$59,500,000








	


	
	Timothy Dalton's Bond[image: External link]
	$347,400,000
	2
	$173,700,000
	The Living Daylights ($191,200,000)



	1
	The Living Daylights[image: External link] (1987)
	$191,200,000




	2
	Licence to Kill[image: External link] (1989)
	$156,200,000








	


	
	George Lazenby's Bond[image: External link]
	$64,600,000
	1
	$64,600,000
	On Her Majesty's Secret Service ($64,600,000)



	1
	On Her Majesty's Secret Service[image: External link] (1969)
	$64,600,000













	


	
	Never Say Never Again[image: External link] (1983)
	$160,000,000
	








	


	
	Casino Royale[image: External link] (1967)
	$41,744,718
	













	


	5
	J. R. R. Tolkien's Middle-earth[image: External link]
	$5,884,488,087
	7
	$840,641,155
	The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King ($1,120,237,002)



	


	
	Peter Jackson series[image: External link]
	$5,853,780,255
	6
	$975,630,043
	The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King ($1,120,237,002)



	


	
	The Hobbit[image: External link]
	$2,935,490,211
	3
	$978,496,737
	An Unexpected Journey ($1,021,103,568)



	1
	An Unexpected Journey[image: External link] (2012)
	$1,021,103,568




	2
	The Desolation of Smaug[image: External link] (2013)
	$958,366,855




	3
	The Battle of the Five Armies[image: External link] (2014)
	$956,019,788








	


	
	The Lord of the Rings[image: External link]
	$2,918,526,456
	3
	$972,842,152
	The Return of the King ($1,120,237,002)



	1
	The Return of the King[image: External link] (2003)
	$1,120,237,002




	2
	The Two Towers[image: External link] (2002)
	$926,349,708




	3
	The Fellowship of the Ring[image: External link] (2001)
	$871,939,746













	


	
	The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] (1978)
	$30,471,420
	













	


	6
	The Fast and the Furious[image: External link]
	$5,128,308,096
	8
	$641,038,512
	Furious 7 ($1,516,045,911)



	1
	Furious 7[image: External link] (2015)
	$1,516,045,911




	2
	The Fate of the Furious[image: External link] (2017)
	$1,232,177,517




	3
	Fast & Furious 6[image: External link] (2013)
	$788,679,850




	4
	Fast Five[image: External link] (2011)
	$626,137,675




	5
	Fast & Furious[image: External link] (2009)
	$363,164,265




	6
	2 Fast 2 Furious[image: External link] (2003)
	$236,350,661




	7
	The Fast and the Furious[image: External link] (2001)
	$207,283,925




	8
	Tokyo Drift[image: External link] (2006)
	$158,468,292








	


	7
	X-Men[image: External link]
	$4,995,430,165
	10
	$499,543,017
	Deadpool ($783,112,979)



	


	
	Main series
	$2,808,832,317
	6
	$468,138,720
	Days of Future Past ($747,862,775)



	1
	Days of Future Past[image: External link] (2014)
	$747,862,775




	2
	Apocalypse[image: External link] (2016)
	$543,934,787




	3
	The Last Stand[image: External link] (2006)
	$459,359,555




	4
	X2[image: External link] (2003)
	$407,711,549




	5
	First Class[image: External link] (2011)
	$353,624,124




	6
	X-Men[image: External link] (2000)
	$296,339,527








	


	
	Wolverine series
	$1,403,484,869
	3
	$467,828,290
	Logan ($615,593,759)



	1
	Logan[image: External link] (2017)
	$615,593,759




	2
	The Wolverine[image: External link] (2013)
	$414,828,246




	3
	Origins: Wolverine[image: External link] (2009)
	$373,062,864








	


	
	Deadpool series
	$783,112,979
	1
	$783,112,979
	Deadpool ($783,112,979)



	1
	Deadpool[image: External link] (2016)
	$783,112,979













	


	8
	Batman[image: External link]
	$4,994,673,485
	14
	$356,762,392
	The Dark Knight Rises ($1,084,939,099)



	


	
	Nolan series[image: External link]
	$2,463,716,216
	3
	$821,238,739
	The Dark Knight Rises ($1,084,939,099)



	1
	The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link] (2012)
	$1,084,939,099




	2
	The Dark Knight[image: External link] (2008)
	$1,004,558,444




	3
	Batman Begins[image: External link] (2005)
	$374,218,673








	


	
	Burton/Schumacher series[image: External link]
	$1,335,009,923
	5
	$267,001,985
	Batman ($411,348,924)



	


	
	Main series
	$1,252,907,544
	4
	$313,226,886
	Batman ($411,348,924)



	1
	Batman[image: External link] (1989)
	$411,348,924




	2
	Batman Forever[image: External link] (1995)
	$336,529,144




	3
	Batman Returns[image: External link] (1992)
	$266,822,354




	4
	Batman & Robin[image: External link] (1997)
	$238,207,122








	


	
	Catwoman[image: External link] (2004)
	$82,102,379
	













	


	
	DC Extended Universe[image: External link]
	$873,260,194
	1
	$873,260,194
	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice ($873,260,194)



	1
	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link] (2016)
	$873,260,194








	


	
	The Lego Batman Movie[image: External link] (2017)
	$310,850,384
	








	


	
	Mask of the Phantasm[image: External link] (1993)
	$5,617,391
	








	


	
	The Killing Joke[image: External link] (2016)
	$4,462,034
	








	


	
	1960s TV series[image: External link]
	$1,757,343
	2
	$878,672
	Batman: The Movie ($1,700,000)



	1
	Batman: The Movie[image: External link] (1966)*R
	$1,700,000




	2
	Return of the Caped Crusaders[image: External link] (2016)
	$57,343













	


	9
	Pirates of the Caribbean[image: External link]
	$4,330,054,629
	5
	$866,010,926
	Dead Man's Chest ($1,066,179,725)



	1
	Dead Man's Chest[image: External link] (2006)
	$1,066,179,725




	2
	On Stranger Tides[image: External link] (2011)
	$1,045,713,802




	3
	At World's End[image: External link] (2007)
	$963,420,425




	4
	The Curse of the Black Pearl[image: External link] (2003)
	$654,264,015




	5
	Dead Men Tell No Tales[image: External link] (2017)
	$600,476,662








	


	10
	Spider-Man[image: External link]
	$3,963,259,504
	5
	$792,651,901
	Spider-Man 3 ($890,871,626)



	


	
	Raimi series[image: External link]
	$2,496,346,518
	3
	$832,115,506
	Spider-Man 3 ($890,871,626)



	1
	Spider-Man 3[image: External link] (2007)
	$890,871,626




	2
	Spider-Man[image: External link] (2002)
	$821,708,551




	3
	Spider-Man 2[image: External link] (2004)
	$783,766,341








	


	
	Webb series[image: External link]
	$1,466,912,986
	2
	$733,456,493
	The Amazing Spider-Man ($757,930,663)



	1
	The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] (2012)
	$757,930,663




	2
	The Amazing Spider-Man 2[image: External link] (2014)
	$708,982,323













	


	11
	Transformers[image: External link]
	$3,779,711,271
	5
	$755,942,254
	Dark of the Moon ($1,123,794,079)



	


	
	Main series[image: External link]
	$3,773,861,624
	4
	$943,465,406
	Dark of the Moon ($1,123,794,079)



	1
	Dark of the Moon[image: External link] (2011)
	$1,123,794,079




	2
	Age of Extinction[image: External link] (2014)
	$1,104,054,072




	3
	Revenge of the Fallen[image: External link] (2009)
	$836,303,693




	4
	Transformers[image: External link] (2007)
	$709,709,780








	


	
	The Transformers: The Movie[image: External link] (1986)
	$5,849,647
	













	


	12
	Jurassic Park[image: External link]
	$3,689,072,919
	4
	$922,268,230
	Jurassic World ($1,671,713,208)



	1
	Jurassic World[image: External link] (2015)
	$1,671,713,208




	2
	Jurassic Park[image: External link] (1993)
	$1,029,939,903




	3
	The Lost World[image: External link] (1997)
	$618,638,999




	4
	Jurassic Park III[image: External link] (2001)
	$368,780,809








	


	13
	Shrek[image: External link]
	$3,510,794,482
	5
	$702,158,896
	Shrek 2 ($919,838,758)



	


	
	Main series[image: External link]
	$2,955,807,005
	4
	$738,951,751
	Shrek 2 ($919,838,758)



	1
	Shrek 2[image: External link] (2004)
	$919,838,758




	2
	Shrek the Third[image: External link] (2007)
	$798,958,162




	3
	Shrek Forever After[image: External link] (2010)
	$752,600,867




	4
	Shrek[image: External link] (2001)
	$484,409,218








	


	
	Puss in Boots[image: External link] (2011)
	$554,987,477
	













	


	14
	The Twilight Saga[image: External link]
	$3,346,157,056
	5
	$669,231,411
	Breaking Dawn – Part 2 ($829,746,820)



	1
	Breaking Dawn – Part 2[image: External link] (2012)
	$829,746,820




	2
	Breaking Dawn – Part 1[image: External link] (2011)
	$712,205,856




	3
	New Moon[image: External link] (2009)
	$709,711,008




	4
	Eclipse[image: External link] (2010)
	$698,491,347




	5
	Twilight[image: External link] (2008)
	$393,616,788




	6
	Twilight[image: External link]/New Moon[image: External link] (Combo)
	$2,385,237








	


	15
	Ice Age[image: External link]
	$3,217,251,681
	5
	$643,450,336
	Dawn of the Dinosaurs ($886,686,817)



	1
	Dawn of the Dinosaurs[image: External link] (2009)
	$886,686,817




	2
	Continental Drift[image: External link] (2012)
	$877,244,782




	3
	The Meltdown[image: External link] (2006)
	$661,483,908




	4
	Collision Course[image: External link] (2016)
	$408,579,038




	5
	Ice Age[image: External link] (2002)
	$383,257,136








	


	16
	The Hunger Games[image: External link]
	$2,968,191,442
	4
	$742,047,861
	Catching Fire ($865,011,746)



	1
	Catching Fire[image: External link] (2013)
	$865,011,746




	2
	Mockingjay – Part 1[image: External link] (2014)
	$755,356,711




	3
	The Hunger Games[image: External link] (2012)
	$694,394,724




	4
	Mockingjay – Part 2[image: External link] (2015)
	$653,428,261








	


	17
	Avengers[image: External link]
	$2,924,216,682
	2
	$1,462,108,341
	The Avengers ($1,518,812,988)



	1
	The Avengers[image: External link] (2012)
	$1,518,812,988




	2
	Age of Ultron[image: External link] (2015)
	$1,405,403,694








	


	18
	Mission: Impossible[image: External link]
	$2,778,977,995
	5
	$555,795,599
	Ghost Protocol ($694,713,380)



	1
	Ghost Protocol[image: External link] (2011)
	$694,713,380




	2
	Rogue Nation[image: External link] (2015)
	$682,330,139




	3
	Mission: Impossible II[image: External link] (2000)
	$546,388,105




	4
	Mission: Impossible[image: External link] (1996)
	$457,696,359




	5
	Mission: Impossible III[image: External link] (2006)
	$397,850,012








	


	19
	DC Extended Universe[image: External link]
	$2,740,566,400
	4
	$685,141,600
	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice ($873,260,194)



	1
	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link] (2016)
	$873,260,194




	2
	Suicide Squad[image: External link] (2016)
	$745,600,054




	3
	Man of Steel[image: External link] (2013)
	$668,045,518




	4
	Wonder Woman[image: External link] (2017)
	$453,660,634








	


	20
	Despicable Me[image: External link]
	$2,673,274,267
	3
	$891,091,422
	Minions ($1,159,398,397)



	


	
	Main series[image: External link]
	$1,513,875,870
	2
	$756,937,935
	Despicable Me 2 ($970,761,885)



	1
	Despicable Me 2[image: External link] (2013)
	$970,761,885




	2
	Despicable Me[image: External link] (2010)
	$543,113,985








	


	
	Minions[image: External link] (2015)
	$1,159,398,397
	













	


	21
	Superman[image: External link]
	$2,554,201,360
	8
	$319,275,170
	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice ($873,260,194)



	


	
	DC Extended Universe[image: External link]
	$1,541,305,712
	2
	$770,652,856
	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice ($873,260,194)



	1
	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link] (2016)
	$873,260,194




	2
	Man of Steel[image: External link] (2013)
	$668,045,518








	


	
	Original series[image: External link]
	$621,814,456
	5
	$124,362,891
	Superman ($300,218,018)



	


	
	Christopher Reeve films
	$607,518,018
	4
	$151,879,505
	Superman ($300,218,018)



	1
	Superman[image: External link] (1978)
	$300,218,018




	2
	Superman II[image: External link] (1980)
	$190,400,000




	3
	Superman III[image: External link] (1983)
	$80,200,000




	4
	Superman IV: The Quest for Peace[image: External link] (1987)
	$36,700,000








	


	
	Supergirl[image: External link] (1984)*
	$14,296,438
	













	


	
	Superman Returns[image: External link] (2006)
	$391,081,192
	













	


	22
	Iron Man[image: External link]
	$2,423,918,805
	3
	$807,972,935
	Iron Man 3 ($1,214,811,252)



	1
	Iron Man 3[image: External link] (2013)
	$1,214,811,252




	2
	Iron Man 2[image: External link] (2010)
	$623,933,331




	3
	Iron Man[image: External link] (2008)
	$585,174,222








	


	23
	Star Trek[image: External link]
	$2,266,723,196
	13
	$174,363,323
	Into Darkness ($467,381,584)



	


	
	Kelvin Timeline
	$1,189,710,370
	3
	$396,570,123
	Into Darkness ($467,381,584)



	1
	Into Darkness[image: External link] (2013)
	$467,381,584




	2
	Star Trek[image: External link] (2009)
	$385,680,446




	3
	Beyond[image: External link] (2016)
	$336,648,340








	


	
	The Original Series
	$621,900,000
	6
	$103,650,000
	The Motion Picture ($139,000,000)



	1
	The Motion Picture[image: External link] (1979)
	$139,000,000




	2
	IV: The Voyage Home[image: External link] (1986)
	$133,000,000




	3
	VI: The Undiscovered Country[image: External link] (1991)
	$96,900,000




	4
	II: The Wrath of Khan[image: External link] (1982)
	$95,800,000




	5
	III: The Search for Spock[image: External link] (1984)
	$87,000,000




	6
	V: The Final Frontier[image: External link] (1989)
	$70,200,000








	


	
	The Next Generation
	$455,112,826
	4
	$113,778,207
	First Contact ($150,000,000)



	1
	First Contact[image: External link] (1996)
	$150,000,000




	2
	Generations[image: External link] (1994)
	$120,000,000




	3
	Insurrection[image: External link] (1998)
	$117,800,000




	4
	Nemesis[image: External link] (2002)
	$67,312,826













	


	24
	Madagascar[image: External link]
	$2,256,517,920
	4
	$564,129,480
	Europe's Most Wanted ($746,921,274)



	


	
	Main series[image: External link]
	$1,883,502,299
	3
	$627,834,100
	Europe's Most Wanted ($746,921,274)



	1
	3: Europe's Most Wanted[image: External link] (2012)
	$746,921,274




	2
	Escape 2 Africa[image: External link] (2008)
	$603,900,354




	3
	Madagascar[image: External link] (2005)
	$532,680,671








	


	
	Penguins of Madagascar[image: External link] (2014)
	$373,015,621
	













	


	25
	Captain America[image: External link]
	$2,238,138,536
	3
	$746,046,179
	Civil War ($1,153,304,495)



	1
	Civil War[image: External link] (2016)
	$1,153,304,495




	2
	The Winter Soldier[image: External link] (2014)
	$714,264,267




	3
	The First Avenger[image: External link] (2011)
	$370,569,774










*Canada and U.S. gross only.

RDistributor rental.
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Avatar (2009 film)






"Avatar (film)" redirects here. For the 1916 film, see Avatar (1916 film)[image: External link]. For the 2004 film, see Avatar (2004 film)[image: External link].

Avatar, marketed as James Cameron's Avatar, is a 2009 American[7][8] epic[image: External link] science fiction film directed, written, produced, and co-edited by James Cameron, and starring Sam Worthington, Zoe Saldana[image: External link], Stephen Lang[image: External link], Michelle Rodriguez[image: External link], and Sigourney Weaver[image: External link]. The film is set in the mid-22nd century, when humans are colonizing Pandora[image: External link], a lush habitable moon[image: External link] of a gas giant[image: External link] in the Alpha Centauri[image: External link] star system, in order to mine the mineral unobtanium[image: External link],[9][10] a room-temperature superconductor[image: External link].[11] The expansion of the mining colony threatens the continued existence of a local tribe of Na'vi[image: External link] – a humanoid[image: External link] species indigenous to Pandora. The film's title refers to a genetically engineered[image: External link] Na'vi body with the mind of a remotely located human that is used to interact with the natives of Pandora.[12]

Development of Avatar began in 1994, when Cameron wrote an 80-page treatment for the film.[13][14] Filming was supposed to take place after the completion of Cameron's 1997 film Titanic, for a planned release in 1999,[15] but, according to Cameron, the necessary technology was not yet available to achieve his vision of the film.[16] Work on the language[image: External link] of the film's extraterrestrial beings[image: External link] began in 2005, and Cameron began developing the screenplay and fictional universe[image: External link] in early-2006.[17][18] Avatar was officially budgeted at $237 million.[3] Other estimates put the cost between $280 million and $310 million for production and at $150 million for promotion.[19][20][21] The film made extensive use of new motion capture[image: External link] filming techniques, and was released for traditional viewing, 3D[image: External link] viewing (using the RealD 3D[image: External link], Dolby 3D[image: External link], XpanD 3D[image: External link], and IMAX 3D[image: External link] formats), and for " 4D[image: External link]" experiences in select South Korean theaters.[22] The stereoscopic[image: External link] filmmaking was touted as a breakthrough in cinematic technology.[23]

Avatar premiered in London on December 10, 2009, and was internationally released on December 16 and in the United States and Canada on December 18, to positive critical reviews, with critics highly praising its groundbreaking visual effects.[24][25][26] During its theatrical run, the film broke several box office records and became the highest-grossing film of all time, as well as in the United States and Canada[image: External link],[27] surpassing Titanic, which had held those records for twelve years (and was also directed by Cameron).[28] It also became the first film to gross more than $2 billion[29] and the best-selling film of 2010 in the United States[image: External link]. Avatar was nominated for nine Academy Awards[image: External link], including Best Picture[image: External link] and Best Director[image: External link],[30] and won three, for Best Art Direction[image: External link], Best Cinematography[image: External link] and Best Visual Effects[image: External link]. Following the film's success, Cameron signed with 20th Century Fox[image: External link] to produce three sequels, making Avatar the first of a planned tetralogy.[31] On April 14, 2016, Cameron confirmed that there were now plans for four sequels. Avatar 2 was scheduled for release in December 2018 before being delayed, with the sequels following in December 2020, 2022, and 2023, respectively.[32] The sequels are scheduled for release in 2020, 2021, 2024 and 2025.[33]
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By 2154, humans have depleted Earth[image: External link]'s natural resources, leading to a severe energy crisis. The Resources Development Administration (RDA for short) mines for a valuable mineral – unobtanium[image: External link] – on Pandora, a densely forested habitable moon[image: External link] orbiting the gas giant[image: External link] Polyphemus in the Alpha Centauri[image: External link] star system.[10] Pandora, whose atmosphere is poisonous to humans, is inhabited by the Na'vi[image: External link], 10-foot tall (3.0 m), blue-skinned, sapient[image: External link] humanoids[34] who live in harmony with nature and worship a mother goddess[image: External link] called Eywa.

To explore Pandora's biosphere[image: External link], scientists use Na'vi-human hybrids called "avatars", operated by genetically matched humans; Jake Sully, a paraplegic former Marine[image: External link], replaces his deceased identical twin brother as an operator of one. Dr. Grace Augustine, head of the Avatar Program, considers Sully an inadequate replacement but accepts his assignment as a bodyguard. While protecting the avatars of Grace and fellow scientist Dr. Norm Spellman as they collect biological data, Jake's avatar is attacked by a thanator[image: External link] and flees into the forest, where he is rescued by Neytiri, a female Na'vi. Witnessing an auspicious sign, she takes him to her clan, whereupon Neytiri's mother Mo'at, the clan's spiritual leader, orders her daughter to initiate Jake into their society.

Colonel[image: External link] Miles Quaritch, head of RDA's private security force[image: External link], promises Jake that the company will restore his legs if he gathers information about the Na'vi and the clan's gathering place, a giant tree called Hometree,[35] on grounds that it stands above the richest deposit of unobtanium in the area. When Grace learns of this, she transfers herself, Jake, and Norm to an outpost[image: External link]. Over the following three months, Jake grows to sympathize with the natives. After Jake is initiated into the tribe, he and Neytiri choose each other as mates, and soon afterward, Jake reveals his change of allegiance when he attempts to disable a bulldozer that threatens to destroy a sacred Na'vi site. When Quaritch shows a video recording of Jake's attack on the bulldozer to Administrator Parker Selfridge,[36] and another in which Jake admits that the Na'vi will never abandon Hometree, Selfridge orders Hometree destroyed.

Despite Grace's argument that destroying Hometree could damage the biological neural network[image: External link] native to Pandora, Selfridge gives Jake and Grace one hour to convince the Na'vi to evacuate before commencing the attack. While trying to warn the Na'vi, Jake confesses to being a spy and the Na'vi take him and Grace captive. Seeing this, Quaritch's men destroy Hometree, killing Neytiri's father (the clan chief) and many others. Mo'at frees Jake and Grace, but they are detached from their avatars and imprisoned by Quaritch's forces. Pilot Trudy Chacón, disgusted by Quaritch's brutality, carries them to Grace's outpost, but during the escape, Quaritch fires at them, hitting Grace.

To regain the Na'vi's trust, Jake connects his mind to that of Toruk, a dragon-like predator feared and honored by the Na'vi. Jake finds the refugees at the sacred Tree of Souls[image: External link] and pleads with Mo'at to heal Grace. The clan attempts to transfer Grace from her human body into her avatar with the aid of the Tree of Souls, but she dies before the process can be completed.

Supported by the new chief Tsu'tey, who acts as Jake's translator, Jake speaks to unite the clan and tells them to gather all of the clans to battle against the RDA. Noticing the impending gathering, Quaritch organizes a pre-emptive strike[image: External link] against the Tree of Souls, believing that its destruction will demoralize the natives. On the eve of battle, Jake prays to Eywa, via a neural connection to the Tree of Souls, to intercede on behalf of the Na'vi.

During the subsequent battle, the Na'vi suffer heavy casualties, including Tsu'tey and Trudy; but are rescued when Pandoran wildlife[image: External link] unexpectedly join the attack and overwhelm the humans, which Neytiri interprets as Eywa's answer to Jake's prayer. Jake destroys a makeshift bomber before it can reach the Tree of Souls; Quaritch escapes from his own damaged aircraft, wearing an AMP suit[image: External link] and breaks open the avatar link unit containing Jake's human body, exposing it to Pandora's poisonous atmosphere. Quaritch prepares to slit the throat of Jake's avatar, but Neytiri kills Quaritch and saves Jake from suffocation.

With the exceptions of Jake, Norm, Max (another scientist), and a select few others, all humans are expelled from Pandora and sent back to Earth, after which Jake is transferred permanently into his avatar with the aid of the Tree of Souls.
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Further information: Fictional universe of Avatar[image: External link]



	Humans




	
Sam Worthington as Jake Sully, a disabled[image: External link] former Marine who becomes part of the Avatar Program after his twin brother is killed. His military background helps the Na'vi warriors relate to him. Cameron cast the Australian actor after a worldwide search for promising young actors, preferring relative unknowns to keep the budget down.[37] Worthington, who was living in his car at the time,[38] auditioned twice early in development,[39] and he has signed on for possible sequels.[40] Cameron felt that because Worthington had not done a major film, he would give the character "a quality that is really real". Cameron said he "has that quality of being a guy you'd want to have a beer with, and he ultimately becomes a leader who transforms the world".[41]


	
Stephen Lang[image: External link] as Colonel Miles Quaritch, the head of the mining operation's security detail. Fiercely loyal to his military code, he has a profound disregard for Pandora's inhabitants that is evident in both his actions and his language. Lang had unsuccessfully auditioned for a role in Cameron's Aliens[image: External link] (1986), but the director remembered Lang and sought him for Avatar.[42] Michael Biehn[image: External link], who was in Aliens, read the script and watched some of the 3-D footage with Cameron,[43] but was ultimately not cast in the role.

	
Sigourney Weaver[image: External link] as Dr. Grace Augustine, an exobiologist[image: External link] and head of the Avatar Program. She is also Sully's mentor and an advocate of peaceful relations with the Na'vi, having set up a school to teach them English.[44]


	
Michelle Rodriguez[image: External link] as Trudy Chacón, a combat pilot assigned to support the Avatar Program who is sympathetic to the Na'vi. Cameron had wanted to work with Rodriguez since seeing her in Girlfight[image: External link].[42]


	
Giovanni Ribisi[image: External link] as Parker Selfridge, the corporate administrator for the RDA mining operation.[45] While he is at first willing to destroy the Na'vi civilization to preserve the company's bottom line[image: External link], he is reluctant to authorize the attacks on the Na'vi and taint his image, doing so only after Quaritch persuades him that it is necessary, and the attacks will be humane. When the attacks are broadcast to the base, Selfridge displays discomfort at the violence.

	
Joel David Moore[image: External link] as Dr. Norm Spellman, a xenoanthropologist[46] who studies plant and animal life as part of the Avatar Program.[47] He arrives on Pandora at the same time as Sully and operates an avatar. Although he is expected to lead the diplomatic contact with the Na'vi, it turns out that Jake has the personality better suited to win the natives' respect.

	
Dileep Rao[image: External link] as Dr. Max Patel, a scientist who works in the Avatar Program and comes to support Jake's rebellion against the RDA.[48]





	Na'vi




	
Zoe Saldana[image: External link] as Neytiri, the daughter of the leader of the Omaticaya (the Na'vi clan central to the story). She is attracted to Jake because of his bravery, though frustrated with him for what she sees as his naiveté and stupidity. She serves as Jake's love interest.[49] The character, like all the Na'vi, was created using performance capture[image: External link], and its visual aspect is entirely computer generated.[50] Saldana has also signed on for potential sequels.[51]


	
C. C. H. Pounder[image: External link] as Mo'at, the Omaticaya's spiritual leader, Neytiri's mother, and consort to clan leader Eytukan.[52]


	
Wes Studi[image: External link] as Eytukan, the Omaticaya's clan leader, Neytiri's father, and Mo'at's mate.

	
Laz Alonso[image: External link] as Tsu'tey, the finest warrior of the Omaticaya. He is heir to the chieftainship of the tribe. At the beginning of the film's story, he is betrothed[image: External link] to Neytiri.
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In 1994,[14] director James Cameron wrote an 80-page treatment[image: External link] for Avatar, drawing inspiration from "every single science fiction book" he had read in his childhood as well as from adventure novels[image: External link] by Edgar Rice Burroughs[image: External link] and H. Rider Haggard[image: External link].[13] In August 1996, Cameron announced that after completing Titanic, he would film Avatar, which would make use of synthetic, or computer-generated[image: External link], actors.[16] The project would cost $100 million and involve at least six actors in leading roles "who appear to be real but do not exist in the physical world".[53][verification needed[image: External link]] Visual effects house Digital Domain[image: External link], with whom Cameron has a partnership, joined the project, which was supposed to begin production in mid-1997 for a 1999 release.[15] However, Cameron felt that the technology had not caught up with the story and vision that he intended to tell. He decided to concentrate on making documentaries and refining the technology for the next few years. It was revealed in a Bloomberg BusinessWeek[image: External link] cover story that 20th Century Fox had fronted $10 million to Cameron to film a proof-of-concept clip for Avatar, which he showed to Fox executives in October 2005.[54]

In February 2006, Cameron revealed that his film Project 880 was "a retooled version of Avatar", a film that he had tried to make years earlier,[55] citing the technological advances in the creation of the computer-generated characters Gollum[image: External link], King Kong[image: External link], and Davy Jones[image: External link].[13] Cameron had chosen Avatar over his project Battle Angel[image: External link] after completing a five-day camera test in the previous year.[56]
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From January to April 2006, Cameron worked on the script and developed a culture for the film's aliens, the Na'vi. Their language[image: External link] was created by Dr. Paul Frommer[image: External link], a linguist at USC[image: External link].[13] The Na'vi language has a lexicon of about 1000 words, with some 30 added by Cameron. The tongue's phonemes[image: External link] include ejective consonants[image: External link] (such as the "kx" in "skxawng") that are found in the Amharic[image: External link] language of Ethiopia[image: External link], and the initial "ng" that Cameron may have taken from New Zealand Māori[image: External link].[18] Actress Sigourney Weaver and the film's set designers[image: External link] met with Jodie S. Holt, professor of plant physiology[image: External link] at University of California, Riverside[image: External link], to learn about the methods used by botanists[image: External link] to study and sample plants, and to discuss ways to explain the communication between Pandora's organisms depicted in the film.[57]

From 2005 to 2007, Cameron worked with a handful of designers, including famed fantasy illustrator Wayne Barlowe[image: External link] and renowned concept artist Jordu Schell[image: External link], to shape the design of the Na'vi with paintings and physical sculptures when Cameron felt that 3-D brush renderings were not capturing his vision,[58] often working together in the kitchen of Cameron's Malibu[image: External link] home.[59] In July 2006, Cameron announced that he would film Avatar for a mid-2008 release and planned to begin principal photography with an established cast by February 2007.[60] The following August, the visual effects studio Weta Digital[image: External link] signed on to help Cameron produce Avatar.[61] Stan Winston[image: External link], who had collaborated with Cameron in the past, joined Avatar to help with the film's designs.[62] Production design[image: External link] for the film took several years. The film had two different production designers, and two separate art departments, one of which focused on the flora[image: External link] and fauna[image: External link] of Pandora, and another that created human machines and human factors.[63] In September 2006, Cameron was announced to be using his own Reality Camera System[image: External link] to film in 3-D. The system would use two high-definition cameras in a single camera body to create depth perception.[64]

While these preparations were underway, Fox kept wavering in its commitment to Avatar because of its painful experience with cost overruns and delays on Cameron's previous picture, Titanic, even though Cameron rewrote the script to combine several characters together and offered to cut his fee in case the film flopped.[54] Cameron installed a traffic light with the amber signal lit outside of co-producer Jon Landau[image: External link]'s office to represent the film's uncertain future.[54] In mid-2006, Fox told Cameron "in no uncertain terms that they were passing on this film," so he began shopping it around to other studios, and approached Walt Disney Studios[image: External link], showing his proof-of-concept[image: External link] to then-chairman Dick Cook[image: External link].[54] However, when Disney[image: External link] attempted to take over, Fox exercised its right of first refusal[image: External link].[54] In October 2006, Fox finally agreed to commit to making Avatar after Ingenious Media agreed to back the film, which reduced Fox's financial exposure to less than half of the film's official $237 million budget.[54] After Fox accepted Avatar, one skeptical Fox executive shook his head and told Cameron and Landau, "I don't know if we're crazier for letting you do this, or if you're crazier for thinking you can do this ..."[65]

In December 2006, Cameron described Avatar as "a futuristic tale set on a planet 200 years hence ... an old-fashioned jungle adventure with an environmental conscience [that] aspires to a mythic level of storytelling".[67] The January 2007 press release described the film as "an emotional journey of redemption and revolution" and said the story is of "a wounded former Marine, thrust unwillingly into an effort to settle and exploit an exotic planet rich in biodiversity[image: External link], who eventually crosses over to lead the indigenous race in a battle for survival". The story would be of an entire world complete with an ecosystem of phantasmagorical[image: External link] plants and creatures, and native people with a rich culture and language.[51]

Estimates put the cost of the film at about $280–310 million to produce and an estimated $150 million for marketing, noting that about $30 million in tax credits[image: External link] will lessen the financial impact on the studio and its financiers.[19][20][21] A studio spokesperson said that the budget was "$237 million, with $150 million for promotion, end of story."[3]
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Main article: Themes in Avatar[image: External link]


Avatar is primarily an action-adventure journey of self-discovery, in the context of imperialism[image: External link] and deep ecology[image: External link].[68] Cameron said his inspiration was "every single science fiction book I read as a kid", and that he was particularly striving to update the style of Edgar Rice Burroughs's[image: External link] John Carter[image: External link] series and the deep jungles of Pandora were visualized from Disney's 37th animated film, Tarzan[image: External link].[39] He acknowledged that Avatar shares themes with the films At Play in the Fields of the Lord[image: External link], The Emerald Forest[image: External link], and Princess Mononoke[image: External link], which feature clashes between cultures and civilizations, and with Dances with Wolves[image: External link], where a battered soldier finds himself drawn to the culture he was initially fighting against.[69][70]

In a 2007 interview with Time magazine, Cameron was asked about the meaning of the term Avatar[image: External link], to which he replied, "It's an incarnation of one of the Hindu gods[image: External link] taking a flesh form. In this film what that means is that the human technology in the future is capable of injecting a human's intelligence into a remotely located body, a biological body."[12]

The look of the Na'vi – the humanoids indigenous to Pandora – was inspired by a dream that Cameron's mother had, long before he started work on Avatar. In her dream, she saw a blue-skinned woman 12 feet (4 m) tall, which he thought was "kind of a cool image".[68] Also he said, "I just like blue. It's a good color ... plus, there's a connection to the Hindu deities,[71] which I like conceptually."[72] He included similar creatures in his first screenplay (written in 1976 or 1977), which featured a planet with a native population of "gorgeous" tall blue aliens. The Na'vi were based on them.[68]

For the love story between characters Jake and Neytiri, Cameron applied a star-crossed[image: External link] love theme, and acknowledged its similarity to the pairing of Jack and Rose from his film Titanic. An interviewer stated, "Both couples come from radically different cultures that are contemptuous of their relationship and are forced to choose sides between the competing communities."[73] Cameron felt that whether or not the Jake and Neytiri love story would be perceived as believable partially hinged on the physical attractiveness of Neytiri's alien appearance, which was developed by considering her appeal to the all-male crew of artists.[74] Though Cameron felt Jake and Neytiri do not fall in love right away, their portrayers (Worthington and Saldana) felt the characters do. Cameron said the two actors "had a great chemistry" during filming.[73]

For the film's floating "Hallelujah Mountains", the designers drew inspiration from "many different types of mountains, but mainly the karst limestone[image: External link] formations in China."[76] According to production designer Dylan Cole, the fictional floating rocks were inspired by Mount Huang[image: External link] (also known as Huangshan), Guilin[image: External link], Zhangjiajie[image: External link], among others around the world.[76] Director Cameron had noted the influence of the Chinese peaks on the design of the floating mountains.[77]

To create the interiors of the human mining colony on Pandora, production designers visited the Noble[image: External link] Clyde Boudreaux[78] oil platform in the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link] during June 2007. They photographed, measured and filmed every aspect of the platform, which was later replicated on-screen with photorealistic CGI[image: External link] during post-production.[79]

Cameron said that he wanted to make "something that has this spoonful of sugar of all the action and the adventure and all that" but also have a conscience "that maybe in the enjoying of it makes you think a little bit about the way you interact with nature and your fellow man". He added that "the Na'vi represent something that is our higher selves, or our aspirational selves, what we would like to think we are" and that even though there are good humans within the film, the humans "represent what we know to be the parts of ourselves that are trashing our world and maybe condemning ourselves to a grim future".[80]

Cameron acknowledges that Avatar implicitly criticizes the United States' role in the Iraq War[image: External link] and the impersonal nature of mechanized warfare[image: External link] in general. In reference to the use of the term shock and awe[image: External link] in the film, Cameron said, "We know what it feels like to launch the missiles. We don't know what it feels like for them to land on our home soil, not in America."[81] He said in later interviews, "... I think it's very patriotic to question a system that needs to be corralled ..."[82] and, "The film is definitely not anti-American."[83] A scene in the film portrays the violent destruction of the towering Na'vi Hometree, which collapses in flames after a missile attack, coating the landscape with ash and floating embers. Asked about the scene's resemblance to the September 11 attacks[image: External link] on the World Trade Center[image: External link], Cameron said he had been "surprised at how much it did look like September 11".[81]
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Principal photography[image: External link] for Avatar began in April 2007 in Los Angeles and Wellington[image: External link], New Zealand. Cameron described the film as a hybrid with a full live-action shoot in combination with computer-generated characters and live environments. "Ideally at the end of the day the audience has no idea which they're looking at," Cameron said. The director indicated that he had already worked four months on nonprincipal scenes for the film.[84] The live action was shot with a modified version of the proprietary digital 3-D Fusion Camera System[image: External link], developed by Cameron and Vince Pace.[85] In January 2007, Fox had announced that 3-D[image: External link] filming for Avatar would be done at 24 frames per second despite Cameron's strong opinion that a 3-D film requires higher frame rate[image: External link] to make strobing[image: External link] less noticeable.[86] According to Cameron, the film is composed of 60% computer-generated elements and 40% live action, as well as traditional miniatures[image: External link].[87]

Motion-capture photography lasted 31 days at the Hughes Aircraft[image: External link] stage in Playa Vista[image: External link] in Los Angeles.[56][88] Live action photography began in October 2007 at Stone Street Studios in Wellington[image: External link], New Zealand, and was scheduled to last 31 days.[89] More than a thousand people worked on the production.[88] In preparation of the filming sequences, all of the actors underwent professional training specific to their characters such as archery, horseback riding, firearm use, and hand-to-hand combat. They received language and dialect training in the Na'vi language created for the film.[90] Before shooting the film, Cameron also sent the cast to the Hawaiian tropical rainforests[image: External link][91] to get a feel for a rainforest setting before shooting on the soundstage.[90]

During filming, Cameron made use of his virtual camera system[image: External link], a new way of directing motion-capture filmmaking. The system shows the actors' virtual counterparts in their digital surroundings in real time, allowing the director to adjust and direct scenes just as if shooting live action. According to Cameron, "It's like a big, powerful game engine[image: External link]. If I want to fly through space, or change my perspective, I can. I can turn the whole scene into a living miniature and go through it on a 50 to 1 scale."[92] Using conventional techniques, the complete virtual world cannot be seen until the motion-capture of the actors is complete. Cameron said this process does not diminish the value or importance of acting. On the contrary, because there is no need for repeated camera and lighting setups, costume fittings and make-up touch-ups, scenes do not need to be interrupted repeatedly.[93] Cameron described the system as a "form of pure creation where if you want to move a tree or a mountain or the sky or change the time of day, you have complete control over the elements".[94]

Cameron gave fellow directors Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and Peter Jackson[image: External link] a chance to test the new technology.[67] Spielberg said, "I like to think of it as digital makeup, not augmented animation ... Motion capture brings the director back to a kind of intimacy that actors and directors only know when they're working in live theater."[93] Spielberg and George Lucas[image: External link] were also able to visit the set to watch Cameron direct with the equipment.[95]

To film the shots where CGI interacts with live action, a unique camera referred to as a "simulcam" was used, a merger of the 3-D fusion camera and the virtual camera systems. While filming live action in real time with the simulcam, the CGI images captured with the virtual camera or designed from scratch, are superimposed over the live action images as in augmented reality[image: External link] and shown on a small monitor, making it possible for the director to instruct the actors how to relate to the virtual material in the scene.[90]
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A number of innovative visual effects[image: External link] techniques were used during production. According to Cameron, work on the film had been delayed since the 1990s to allow the techniques to reach the necessary degree of advancement to adequately portray his vision of the film.[15][16] The director planned to make use of photorealistic computer-generated characters, created using new motion capture[image: External link] animation technologies he had been developing in the 14 months leading up to December 2006.[92]

Innovations include a new system for lighting massive areas like Pandora's jungle,[97] a motion-capture stage[image: External link] or "volume" six times larger than any previously used, and an improved method of capturing facial expressions, enabling full performance capture[image: External link]. To achieve the face capturing, actors wore individually made skull caps[image: External link] fitted with a tiny camera positioned in front of the actors' faces; the information collected about their facial expressions and eyes is then transmitted to computers.[98] According to Cameron, the method allows the filmmakers to transfer 100% of the actors' physical performances to their digital counterparts.[99] Besides the performance capture data which were transferred directly to the computers, numerous reference cameras gave the digital artists multiple angles of each performance.[100] A technically challenging scene was near the end of the film when the computer-generated Neytiri held the live action Jake in human form, and attention was given to the details of the shadows and reflected light between them.[101]

The lead visual effects company was Weta Digital[image: External link] in Wellington[image: External link], New Zealand, at one point employing 900 people to work on the film.[102] Because of the huge amount of data which needed to be stored, cataloged and available for everybody involved, even on the other side of the world, a new cloud computing[image: External link] and Digital Asset Management[image: External link] (DAM) system named Gaia was created by Microsoft especially for Avatar, which allowed the crews to keep track of and coordinate all stages in the digital processing.[103] To render Avatar, Weta used a 10,000 sq ft (930 m2) server farm[image: External link] making use of 4,000 Hewlett-Packard[image: External link] servers with 35,000 processor cores with 104 terabytes of RAM and three petabytes of network area storage running Ubuntu[image: External link] Linux[image: External link], Grid Engine[image: External link] cluster manager, and 2 of the animation software and managers, Pixar[image: External link]'s RenderMan[image: External link] and Pixar's Alfred queue management system[image: External link].[104][105][106][107] The render farm[image: External link] occupies the 193rd to 197th spots in the TOP500[image: External link] list of the world's most powerful supercomputers[image: External link]. A new texturing and paint software system, called Mari, was developed by The Foundry in cooperation with Weta.[108][109] Creating the Na'vi characters and the virtual world of Pandora required over a petabyte[image: External link] of digital storage,[110] and each minute of the final footage for Avatar occupies 17.28 gigabytes[image: External link] of storage.[111] Often, it would take each frame of the movie several hours to render.[112] To help finish preparing the special effects sequences on time, a number of other companies were brought on board, including Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link], which worked alongside Weta Digital to create the battle sequences. ILM was responsible for the visual effects for many of the film's specialized vehicles and devised a new way to make CGI explosions.[113] Joe Letteri[image: External link] was the film's visual effects general supervisor.[114]
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Main article: Avatar: Music from the Motion Picture[image: External link]


Composer James Horner[image: External link] scored the film, his third collaboration with Cameron after Aliens[image: External link] and Titanic.[115] Horner recorded parts of the score with a small chorus singing in the alien language Na'vi in March 2008.[116] He also worked with Wanda Bryant, an ethnomusicologist[image: External link], to create a music culture for the alien race.[117] The first scoring sessions were planned to take place in early 2009.[118] During production, Horner promised Cameron that he would not work on any other project except for Avatar and reportedly worked on the score from four in the morning till ten at night throughout the process. He stated in an interview, "Avatar has been the most difficult film I have worked on and the biggest job I have undertaken."[119] Horner composed the score as two different scores merged into one. He first created a score that reflected the Na'vi way of sound and then combined it with a separate "traditional" score to drive the film.[90] British singer Leona Lewis[image: External link] was chosen to sing the theme song for the film, called "I See You[image: External link]". An accompanying music video, directed by Jake Nava[image: External link], premiered December 15, 2009, on MySpace.[120]
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The first photo of the film was released on August 14, 2009,[121] and Empire[image: External link] released exclusive images from the film in its October issue.[122] Cameron, producer Jon Landau[image: External link], Zoe Saldana[image: External link], Stephen Lang[image: External link], and Sigourney Weaver[image: External link] appeared at a panel, moderated by Tom Rothman[image: External link], at the 2009 San Diego Comic-Con[image: External link] on July 23. Twenty-five minutes of footage was screened[123] in Dolby 3D[image: External link].[124] Weaver and Cameron appeared at additional panels to promote the film, speaking on the 23rd[125] and 24th[126] respectively. James Cameron announced at the Comic-Con Avatar Panel that August 21 will be 'Avatar Day'. On this day, the trailer was released in all theatrical formats. The official game trailer and toy line of the film were also unveiled on this day.[127]

The 129-second trailer was released online on August 20, 2009.[128] The new 210-second trailer was premiered in theatres on October 23, 2009, then soon after premiered online on Yahoo! on October 29, 2009, to positive reviews.[129][130] An extended version in IMAX 3D[image: External link] received overwhelmingly positive reviews.[128] The Hollywood Reporter said that audience expectations were coloured by "the [same] establishment skepticism that preceded Titanic" and suggested the showing reflected the desire for original storytelling.[131] The teaser has been among the most viewed trailers in the history of film marketing, reaching the first place of all trailers viewed on Apple.com with 4 million views.[132] On October 30, to celebrate the opening of the first 3-D cinema in Vietnam, Fox allowed Megastar Cinema to screen exclusive 16 minutes of Avatar to a number of press.[133] The three-and-a-half-minute trailer of the film premiered live on November 1, 2009, during a Dallas Cowboys[image: External link] football game at Cowboys Stadium[image: External link] in Arlington, Texas, on the Diamond Vision screen, one of the world's largest video displays, and to TV audiences viewing the game on Fox[image: External link]. It is said to be the largest live motion picture trailer viewing in history.[134]

The Coca-Cola Company[image: External link] collaborated with Fox to launch a worldwide marketing campaign to promote the film. The highlight of the campaign was the website AVTR.com. Specially marked bottles and cans of Coca-Cola Zero[image: External link], when held in front of a webcam, enabled users to interact with the website's 3-D features using augmented reality (AR) technology.[135] The film was heavily promoted in an episode of the Fox Network[image: External link] series Bones[image: External link] in the episode "The Gamer In The Grease" (Season 5, Episode 9). Avatar star Joel David Moore[image: External link] has a recurring role on the program, and is seen in the episode anxiously awaiting the release of the film.[136] A week prior to the American release, Zoe Saldana promoted the film on Adult Swim[image: External link] when she was interviewed by an animated Space Ghost[image: External link].[137] McDonald's[image: External link] had a promotion mentioned in television commercials in Europe called "Avatarize yourself", which encouraged people to go to the website set up by Oddcast[image: External link], and use a photograph of themselves to change into a Na'vi.[138]
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Avatar: A Confidential Report on the Biological and Social History of Pandora, a 224-page book in the form of a field guide to the film's fictional setting of the planet of Pandora, was released by Harper Entertainment[image: External link] on November 24, 2009.[139] It is presented as a compilation of data collected by the humans about Pandora and the life on it, written by Maria Wilhelm and Dirk Mathison. HarperFestival also released Wilhelm's 48-page James Cameron's Avatar: The Reusable Scrapbook for children.[140] The Art of Avatar[image: External link] was released on November 30, 2009, by Abrams Books[image: External link]. The book features detailed production artwork from the film, including production sketches, illustrations by Lisa Fitzpatrick, and film stills. Producer Jon Landau[image: External link] wrote the foreword, Cameron wrote the epilogue, and director Peter Jackson[image: External link] wrote the preface.[141] In October 2010, Abrams Books also released The Making of Avatar, a 272-page book that detailed the film's production process and contains over 500 color photographs and illustrations.[142]

In a 2009 interview, Cameron said that he planned to write a novel version of Avatar after the film was released.[143] In February 2010, producer Jon Landau stated that Cameron plans a prequel novel for Avatar that will "lead up to telling the story of the movie, but it would go into much more depth about all the stories that we didn't have time to deal with", saying that "Jim wants to write a novel that is a big, epic story that fills in a lot of things".[144] In August 2013 it was announced that Cameron hired Steven Gould[image: External link] to pen four standalone novels to expand the Avatar universe.[145]
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Main article: James Cameron's Avatar: The Game[image: External link]


Cameron chose Ubisoft Montreal[image: External link] to create an Avatar game for the film in 2007. The filmmakers and game developers collaborated heavily, and Cameron decided to include some of Ubisoft's vehicle and creature designs in the film.[146] James Cameron's Avatar: The Game was released on December 1, 2009,[147] for most home video game consoles ( PS3[image: External link], Xbox 360[image: External link], Wii[image: External link], Nintendo DS[image: External link], iPhone[image: External link]), Microsoft Windows[image: External link] and December 8 for PSP[image: External link].
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Mattel Toys[image: External link] announced in December 2009 that it would be introducing a line of Avatar action figures.[148][149] Each action figure will be made with a 3-D web tag, called an i-TAG, that consumers can scan using a web cam[image: External link], revealing unique on-screen content that is special to each specific action figure.[148] A series of toys representing six different characters from the film were also distributed globally in McDonald's[image: External link] Happy Meals[image: External link].[150][151]

In December 2009, France Post[image: External link] released a special limited edition stamp based on Avatar, coinciding with the film's worldwide release.[152]
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Avatar premiered[image: External link] in London on December 10, 2009, and was released theatrically worldwide from December 16 to 18.[153] The film was originally set for release on May 22, 2009, during filming,[154] but was pushed back to allow more post-production time (the last shots were delivered in November),[97] and to give more time for theatres worldwide to install 3D projectors.[155] Cameron stated that the film's aspect ratio[image: External link] would be 1.78:1 for 3D screenings and that a 2.39:1 image would be extracted for 2D screenings.[156] However, a 3D 2.39:1 extract was approved for use with constant-image-height screens (i.e. screens which increase in width to display 2.39:1 films).[157] During a 3D preview showing in Germany on December 16, the movie's DRM[image: External link] 'protection' system failed, and some copies delivered could not be watched at all in the theaters. The problems were fixed in time for the public premiere.[158] Avatar was released in a total of 3,457 theatres in the US, of which 2,032 theatres ran it in 3D. In total 90% of all advance ticket sales for Avatar were for 3D screenings.[159]

Internationally, Avatar opened on a total of 14,604 screens in 106 territories, of which 3,671 were showing the film in 3D (producing 56% of the first weekend gross).[160][161] The film was simultaneously presented in IMAX 3D[image: External link] format, opening in 178 theaters in the United States on December 18. The international IMAX release included 58 theaters beginning on December 16, and 25 more theaters were to be added in the coming weeks.[162] The IMAX release was the company's widest to date, a total of 261 theaters worldwide. The previous IMAX record opening was Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link], which opened in 161 IMAX theatres in the US, and about 70 international.[163] 20th Century Fox Korea adapted and later released Avatar in 4D version[image: External link], which included "moving seats, smells of explosives, sprinkling water, laser lights and wind".[22]
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Main article: List of box office records set by Avatar[image: External link]


Avatar was released internationally on more than 14,000 screens.[164] It earned $3,537,000 from midnight screenings domestically[image: External link] (United States and Canada), with the initial 3D release limited to 2,200 screens.[165] The film earned $26,752,099 on its opening day, and $77,025,481 over its opening weekend, making it the second-largest December opening ever behind I Am Legend[image: External link],[25][166] the largest domestic opening weekend for a film not based on a franchise (topping The Incredibles[image: External link]), the highest opening weekend for a film entirely in 3D (breaking Up[image: External link]'s record),[167] the highest opening weekend for an environmentalist film (breaking The Day After Tomorrow[image: External link]'s record),[168] and the 40th largest opening weekend in North America,[5] despite a blizzard[image: External link] that blanketed the East Coast of the United States[image: External link] and reportedly hurt its opening weekend results.[19][25][26] The film also set an IMAX opening weekend record, with 178 theaters generating approximately $9.5 million, 12% of the film's $77 million (at the time) North American gross on less than 3% of the screens.[162]

International markets generating opening weekend tallies of at least $10 million were for Russia ($19.7 million), France ($17.4 million), the UK ($13.8 million), Germany ($13.3 million), South Korea ($11.7 million), Australia ($11.5 million) and Spain ($11.0 million).[169] Avatar's worldwide gross was US$241.6 million after five days, the ninth largest opening-weekend gross of all time, and the largest for a non-franchise, non-sequel and original film.[170] 58 international IMAX screens generated an estimated $4.1 million during the opening weekend.[162]

Revenues in the film's second weekend decreased by only 1.8% in domestic markets, marking a rare occurrence,[171] earning $75,617,183, to remain in first place at the box office[172] and recording what was then the biggest second weekend of all time.[173] The film experienced another marginal decrease in revenue in its third weekend, dropping 9.4% to $68,490,688 domestically, remaining in first place at the box office,[174] to set a third-weekend record.[175]

Avatar crossed the $1  billion[image: External link] mark on the 19th day of its international release, making it the first film to reach this mark in only 19 days.[176] It became the fifth film grossing more than $1 billion worldwide, and the only film of 2009 to do so.[177] In its fourth weekend, Avatar continued to lead the box office domestically, setting a new all-time fourth-weekend record of $50,306,217,[178] and becoming the highest-grossing 2009 release in the United States.[179] In the film's fifth weekend, it set the Martin Luther King Day[image: External link] weekend record, grossing $54,401,446,[180] and set a fifth-weekend record with a take of $42,785,612.[181] It held the top spot to set the sixth and seventh weekend records earning $34,944,081[182] and $31,280,029[183] respectively. It was the fastest film to gross $600 million domestically, on its 47th day in theatres.[184]

On January 31, it became the first film to earn over $2 billion worldwide,[185] and it became the first film to gross over $700 million in the U.S. and Canada, on February 27, after 72 days of release.[186] It remained at number one at the domestic box office for seven consecutive weeks – the most consecutive No. 1 weekends since Titanic spent 15 weekends at No.1 in 1997 and 1998[187] – and also spent 11 consecutive weekends at the top of the box office outside the United States and Canada, breaking the record of nine consecutive weekends set by Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest[image: External link].[188] By the end of its first theatrical release Avatar had grossed $749,766,139 in the U.S. and Canada, and $1,999,298,189 in other territories, for a worldwide total of $2,749,064,328.[5]

Including the revenue from a re-release of Avatar featuring extended footage, Avatar grossed $760,507,625 in the U.S. and Canada, and $2,027,457,462 in other countries for a worldwide total of $2,787,965,087[5][6] with 72.7% of its total worldwide gross in international markets.[5][6] Avatar has set a number of box office records during its release: on January 25, 2010, it surpassed Titanic's worldwide gross to become the highest-grossing film of all time worldwide 41 days after its international release,[189][190][191] just two days after taking the foreign box office record.[192] On February 2, 47 days after its domestic release, Avatar surpassed Titanic to become the highest-grossing film of all time[image: External link] in Canada and the United States.[193] It became the highest-grossing film of all time in at least 30 other countries[194][195][196][197][198][199] and is the first film to earn over $2 billion in foreign box office receipts.[28] IMAX ticket sales account for $243.3 million of its worldwide gross,[200] more than double the previous record.[201]

Box Office Mojo estimates that after adjusting for the rise in average ticket prices, Avatar would be the 14th-highest-grossing film of all time in North America.[202] Box Office Mojo also observes that the higher ticket prices for 3D and IMAX screenings have had a significant impact on Avatar's gross; it estimated, on April 21, 2010, that Avatar had sold approximately 75 million tickets in North American theatres, more than any other film since 1999's Star Wars Episode I: The Phantom Menace[image: External link].[203] On a worldwide basis, when Avatar's gross stood at $2 billion just 35 days into its run, The Daily Telegraph estimated its gross was surpassed by only Gone with the Wind[image: External link] ($3.0 billion), Titanic ($2.9 billion) and Star Wars[image: External link] ($2.2 billion) after adjusting for inflation to 2010 prices,[204] with Avatar ultimately winding up with $2.8 billion by the end of its run in 2010.[5] Reuters[image: External link] even placed it ahead of Titanic after adjusting the global total for inflation.[205]
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Before its release, various film critics and fan communities[image: External link] predicted the film would be a significant disappointment at the box office[image: External link], in line with predictions made for Cameron's previous blockbuster Titanic.[206][207][208] This criticism ranged from Avatar's film budget, to its concept and use of 3-D "blue cat people".[206][207] Slate[image: External link] magazine's Daniel Engber complimented the 3D effects, but criticized them for reminding him of certain CGI characters from the Star Wars[image: External link] prequel films and for having the "uncanny valley[image: External link]" effect.[209] The New York Times noted that 20th Century Fox executives had decided to release Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Squeakquel[image: External link] alongside Avatar, calling it a "secret weapon" to cover any unforeseeable losses at the box-office.[210]

Box office analysts, on the other hand, estimated that the film would be a box office success.[206][211] "The holy grail of 3-D has finally arrived," said an analyst for Exhibitor Relations. "This is why all these 3-D venues were built: for Avatar. This is the one. The behemoth."[211] The "cautionary estimate" was that Avatar would bring in around $60 million in its opening weekend. Others guessed higher.[211][212] There were also analysts who believed that the film's three-dimensionality would help its box office performance, given that recent 3D films had been successful.[206]

Cameron said he felt the pressure of the predictions, but that pressure is good for film-makers. "It makes us think about our audiences and what the audience wants," he stated. "We owe them a good time. We owe them a piece of good entertainment."[207] Although he felt Avatar would appeal to everyone and that the film could not afford to have a target demographic[image: External link],[207] he especially wanted hard-core science-fiction fans to see it: "If I can just get 'em in the damn theater, the film will act on them in the way it's supposed to, in terms of taking them on an amazing journey and giving them this rich emotional experience."[213] Cameron was aware of the sentiment that Avatar would need significant "repeat business" just to make up for its budget and achieve box office success, and believed Avatar could inspire the same "sharing" reaction as Titanic. He said that film worked because, "When people have an experience that's very powerful in the movie theatre, they want to go share it. They want to grab their friend and bring them, so that they can enjoy it. They want to be the person to bring them the news that this is something worth having in their life."[207]

After the film's release and unusually strong box office performance over its first two weeks, it was debated as the one film capable of surpassing Titanic's worldwide gross, and its continued strength perplexed box office analysts.[214] Other films in recent years had been cited as contenders for surpassing Titanic, such as 2008's The Dark Knight[image: External link],[215] but Avatar was considered the first film with a genuine chance to do so, and its numbers being aided by higher ticket prices for 3D screenings[214] did not fully explain its success to box office analysts. "Most films are considered to be healthy if they manage anything less than a 50% drop from their first weekend to their second. Dipping just 11% from the first to the third is unheard of," said Paul Dergarabedian, president of box-office analysis for Hollywood.com. "This is just unprecedented. I had to do a double take. I thought it was a miscalculation."[171] Analysts predicted second place for the film's worldwide gross, but most were uncertain about it surpassing Titanic because "Today's films flame out much faster than they did when Titanic was released."[171] Brandon Gray, president of Box Office Mojo, believed in the film's chances of becoming the highest-grossing film of all time, though he also believed it was too early to surmise because it had only played during the holidays. He said, "While Avatar may beat Titanic's revenue record, it will be tough, and the film is unlikely to surpass Titanic in attendance. Ticket prices were about $3 cheaper in the late 1990s."[171] Cameron said he did not think it was realistic to "try to topple Titanic off its perch" because it "just struck some kind of chord" and there had been other good films in recent years.[216] He changed his prediction by mid-January. "It's gonna happen. It's just a matter of time," he said.[217]

Though analysts have been unable to agree that Avatar's success is attributable to one primary factor, several explanations have been advanced. First, January is historically "the dumping ground for the year's weakest films", and this also applied to 2010.[219] Cameron himself said he decided to open the film in December so that it would have less competition from then to January.[207] Titanic capitalized on the same January predictability, and earned most of its gross in 1998.[219] Additionally, Avatar established itself as a "must-see" event. Gray said, "At this point, people who are going to see Avatar are going to see Avatar and would even if the slate was strong."[219] Marketing the film as a "novelty factor" also helped. Fox positioned the film as a cinematic event that should be seen in the theatres. "It's really hard to sell the idea that you can have the same experience at home," stated David Mumpower, an analyst at BoxOfficeProphets.com.[219] The "Oscar buzz" surrounding the film and international viewings helped. "Two-thirds of Titanic's haul was earned overseas, and Avatar [tracked] similarly ...Avatar opened in 106 markets globally and was No. 1 in all of them", and the markets "such as Russia, where Titanic saw modest receipts in 1997 and 1998, are white-hot today" with "more screens and moviegoers" than before.[219]

According to Variety, films in 3D accumulated $1.3 billion in 2009, "a threefold increase over 2008 and more than 10% of the total 2009 box-office gross". The increased ticket price – an average of $2 to $3 per ticket in most markets – helped the film.[219] Likewise, Entertainment Weekly attributed the film's success to 3D glasses, but also to its "astronomic word-of-mouth[image: External link]". Not only do some theaters charge up to $18.50 for IMAX tickets, but "the buzz" created by the new technology was the possible cause for sold-out screenings.[220] Gray said Avatar having no basis in previously established material makes its performance remarkable and even more impressive. "The movie might be derivative of many movies in its story and themes," he said, "but it had no direct antecedent like the other top-grossing films: Titanic (historical events), the Star Wars movies (an established film franchise), or The Lord of the Rings (literature). It was a tougher sell ..."[219]
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	See also: Themes in Avatar[image: External link] for more reviews



The film received mostly positive reviews. On review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has a rating of 83% based on 292 reviews, with a rating average[image: External link] of 7.4/10. The site's consensus reads "It might be more impressive on a technical level than as a piece of storytelling, but Avatar reaffirms James Cameron's singular gift for imaginative, absorbing filmmaking."[221] On Metacritic — which assigns a weighted mean score, the film has a score of 83 out of 100 based on 35 critics, indicating "universal acclaim".[222] CinemaScore[image: External link] polls conducted during the opening weekend revealed the average grade cinemagoers gave Avatar was "A" on an A+ to F scale. Every demographic surveyed was reported to give this rating. These polls also indicated that the main draw of the film was its use of 3D[image: External link].[223]

Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times called the film "extraordinary" and gave it four stars out of four. "Watching Avatar, I felt sort of the same as when I saw Star Wars[image: External link] in 1977," he said, adding that like Star Wars and The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring[image: External link], the film "employs a new generation of special effects" and it "is not simply a sensational entertainment, although it is that. It's a technical breakthrough. It has a flat-out Green and anti-war message".[224] A. O. Scott[image: External link] of At The Movies[image: External link] also compared his viewing of the film to the first time he viewed Star Wars and he said "although the script is a little bit ... obvious," it was "part of what made it work".[225] Todd McCarthy of Variety praised the film, saying "The King of the World sets his sights on creating another world entirely in Avatar, and it's very much a place worth visiting."[226] Kirk Honeycutt of The Hollywood Reporter gave the film a positive review. "The screen is alive with more action and the soundtrack pops with more robust music than any dozen sci-fi shoot-'em-ups you care to mention," he stated.[227] Peter Travers[image: External link] of Rolling Stone awarded Avatar a three-and-a-half out of four star rating and wrote in his print review "It extends the possibilities of what movies can do. Cameron's talent may just be as big as his dreams."[228] Richard Corliss[image: External link] of Time magazine thought that the film was "the most vivid and convincing creation of a fantasy world ever seen in the history of moving pictures."[229] Kenneth Turan[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times thought the film has "powerful" visual accomplishments but "flat dialogue" and "obvious characterization".[230] James Berardinelli[image: External link] of ReelViews[image: External link] praised the film and its story, giving it four out of four stars; he wrote "In 3-D, it's immersive – but the traditional film elements – story, character, editing, theme, emotional resonance, etc. – are presented with sufficient expertise to make even the 2-D version an engrossing 2½-hour experience."[231]

Avatar's underlying social and political themes attracted attention. Armond White[image: External link] of the New York Press[image: External link] wrote that Cameron used "villainous American characters" to "misrepresent facets of militarism[image: External link], capitalism, and imperialism[image: External link]".[232][233] Russell D. Moore[image: External link] of The Christian Post[image: External link] concluded that "propaganda exists in the film" and stated "If you can get a theater full of people in Kentucky[image: External link] to stand and applaud the defeat of their country in war, then you've got some amazing special effects."[234] Some commentators sympathetic to anarcho-primitivism[image: External link] have even praised the film as a manifesto for their cause.[235][236] Adam Cohen[image: External link] of The New York Times was more positive about the film, calling its anti-imperialist[image: External link] message "a 22nd-century version of the American colonists vs. the British[image: External link], India vs. the Raj[image: External link], or Latin America vs. United Fruit[image: External link]".[237] Ross Douthat[image: External link] of The New York Times opined that the film is "Cameron's long apologia[image: External link] for pantheism[image: External link] ... Hollywood's religion of choice for a generation now",[238] while Saritha Prabhu of The Tennessean[image: External link] called the film a "misportrayal of pantheism and Eastern spirituality[image: External link] in general",[239] and Maxim Osipov of The Hindustan Times[image: External link], on the contrary, commended the film's message for its overall consistency with the teachings of Hinduism in the Bhagavad Gita[image: External link].[240] Annalee Newitz[image: External link] of io9[image: External link] concluded that Avatar is another film that has the recurring "fantasy about race" whereby "some white guy" becomes the "most awesome" member of a non-white culture.[241] Michael Phillips[image: External link] of the Chicago Tribune[image: External link] called Avatar "the season's ideological Rorschach blot[image: External link]",[242] while Miranda Devine[image: External link] of The Sydney Morning Herald[image: External link] thought that "It [was] impossible to watch Avatar without being banged over the head with the director's ideological hammer."[243] Nidesh Lawtoo believed that an essential, yet less visible social theme that contributed to Avatar's success concerns contemporary fascinations with virtual avatars and "the transition from the world of reality to that of virtual reality.".[244]

Critics and audiences have cited similarities with other films, literature or media, describing the perceived connections in ways ranging from simple "borrowing" to outright plagiarism. Ty Burr[image: External link] of the Boston Globe[image: External link] called it "the same movie" as Dances with Wolves[image: External link].[245] Like Dances with Wolves, Avatar has been characterized as being a "white savior" movie[image: External link], in which a "backwards" native people is impotent without the leadership of a member of the invading white culture.[246][247] Parallels to the concept and use of an avatar are in Poul Anderson's[image: External link] 1957 novelette "Call Me Joe[image: External link]", in which a paralyzed man uses his mind from orbit to control an artificial body on Jupiter.[248][249] Cinema audiences in Russia have noted that Avatar has elements in common with the 1960s Noon Universe[image: External link] novels by Arkady and Boris Strugatsky[image: External link], which are set in the 22nd century on a forested world called Pandora with a sentient indigenous species called the Nave.[250] Various reviews have compared Avatar to the films FernGully: The Last Rainforest[image: External link],[251][252] Pocahontas[image: External link][253] and The Last Samurai[image: External link].[254] NPR[image: External link]'s Morning Edition[image: External link] has compared the film to a montage of tropes[image: External link], with one commentator stating that Avatar was made by "mixing a bunch of film scripts in a blender".[255] Gary Westfahl[image: External link] wrote that "the science fiction story that most closely resembles Avatar has to be Ursula K. Le Guin's[image: External link] novella "The Word for World Is Forest[image: External link]" (1972), another epic about a benevolent race of alien beings who happily inhabit dense forests while living in harmony with nature until they are attacked and slaughtered by invading human soldiers who believe that the only good gook[image: External link] is a dead gook."[256] The science fiction writer and editor Gardner Dozois[image: External link] said that along with the Anderson and Le Guin stories, the "mash-up" included Alan Dean Foster[image: External link]'s 1975 novel, Midworld[image: External link].[257] Some sources saw similarities to the artwork of Roger Dean[image: External link], which featured fantastic images[image: External link] of floating rock formations and dragons.[258][259] In 2013, Dean sued Cameron and Fox, claiming that Pandora was inspired by 14 of his images. Dean sought damages of $50m.[260] Dean's case was dismissed in 2014, and The Hollywood Reporter noted that Cameron has won multiple Avatar idea theft cases.[261]

Avatar received compliments from filmmakers, with Steven Spielberg[image: External link] praising it as "the most evocative and amazing science-fiction movie since Star Wars" and others calling it "audacious and awe inspiring", "master class", and "brilliant". Noted art director-turned-filmmaker Roger Christian[image: External link] is also a noted fan of the film.[262] On the other hand, Duncan Jones[image: External link] said: "It's not in my top three James Cameron films. ... [A]t what point in the film did you have any doubt what was going to happen next?".[263] Time ranked Avatar number 3 in their list of "The 10 Greatest Movies of the Millennium (Thus Far)"[264] also earning it a spot on the magazine's All-TIME 100 list[image: External link],[265] and IGN[image: External link] listed Avatar as number 22 on their list of the top 25 Sci-Fi movies of all time.[266]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by Avatar[image: External link]


Avatar won the 82nd Academy Awards[image: External link] for Best Art Direction[image: External link], Best Cinematography[image: External link], and Best Visual Effects[image: External link], and was nominated for a total of nine, including Best Picture[image: External link] and Best Director[image: External link].[30] Avatar also won the 67th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] for Best Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link] and Best Director[image: External link], and was nominated for two others.[267] At the 36th Saturn Awards[image: External link], Avatar won all ten awards it was nominated for: Best Science Fiction Film[image: External link], Best Actor[image: External link], Best Actress[image: External link], Best Supporting Actor[image: External link], Best Supporting Actress[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Writing[image: External link], Best Music[image: External link], Best Production Design and Best Special Effects[image: External link].

The New York Film Critics Online[image: External link] honored the film with its Best Picture award.[268] The film also won the Critics' Choice Awards[image: External link] of the Broadcast Film Critics Association[image: External link] for Best Action Film and several technical categories, out of nine nominations.[269] It won two of the St. Louis Film Critics awards: Best Visual Effects and Most Original, Innovative or Creative Film.[270] The film also won the British Academy of Film and Television Arts[image: External link] (BAFTA) award for Production Design and Special Visual Effects, and was nominated for seven others, including Best Film and Director.[271] The film has received numerous other major awards, nominations and honors.
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 Extended theatrical re-release




In July 2010, Cameron confirmed that there would be an extended theatrical re-release of the film on August 27, 2010, exclusively in 3D theaters and IMAX 3D.[272] Avatar: Special Edition includes an additional nine minutes of footage, all of which is CG[image: External link],[273] including an extension of the sex scene[274] and various other scenes that were cut from the original theatrical film.[273] This extended re-release resulted in the film's run time approaching the current IMAX platter maximum of 170 minutes, thereby leaving less time for the end credits. Cameron stated that the nine minutes of added scenes cost more than $1 million a minute to produce and finish.[4] During its 12-week re-release, Avatar: Special Edition grossed an additional $10.74 million in North America and $22.46 million overseas for a worldwide total of $33.2 million.[5]
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 Home media




20th Century Fox Home Entertainment[image: External link] released the film on DVD and Blu-ray[image: External link] in the US on April 22, 2010[275] and in the UK on April 26.[276] The US release was not on a Tuesday as is the norm, but was done to coincide with Earth Day[image: External link].[277] The first DVD and Blu-ray release does not contain any supplemental features other than the theatrical film and the disc menu in favor of and to make space for optimal picture and sound. The release also preserves the film's native 1.78:1 ( 16:9[image: External link]) format as Cameron felt that was the best format to watch the film.[278] The Blu-ray disc contains DRM[image: External link] (BD+ 5[image: External link]) which some Blu-ray players might not support without a firmware[image: External link] update.[279][280]

Avatar set a first-day launch record in the U.S. for Blu-ray sales at 1.5 million units sold, breaking the record previously held by The Dark Knight[image: External link] (600,000 units sold). First-day DVD and Blu-ray sales combined were over four million units sold.[281] In its first four days of release, sales of Avatar on Blu-ray reached 2.7 million in the United States and Canada – overtaking The Dark Knight to become the best ever selling Blu-ray release in the region.[282][283] The release later broke the Blu-ray sales record in the UK the following week.[284] In its first three weeks of release, the film sold a total of 19.7 million DVD and Blu-ray discs combined, a new record for sales in that period.[285] As of July 18, 2012, DVD sales (not including Blu-ray) totaled over 10.5 million units sold with $190,806,055 in revenue.[286] Avatar retained its record as the top-selling Blu-ray in the US market until January 2015 when Disney's Frozen[image: External link] surpassed it.[287]

The Avatar Three-Disc Extended Collector's Edition on DVD and Blu-ray was released on November 16, 2010. Three different versions of the film are present on the discs: the original theatrical cut, the special edition cut, and a collector's extended cut[288] (with the DVD set spreading them on two discs, but the Blu-ray set presenting them on a single disc). The collector's extended cut contains 6 more minutes of footage, thus making it 16 minutes longer than the original theatrical cut. Cameron mentioned, "you can sit down, and in a continuous screening of the film, watch it with the Earth opening". He stated the "Earth opening" is an additional 4½ minutes of scenes that were in the film for much of its production but were ultimately cut before the film's theatrical release.[289] The release also includes an additional 45 minutes of deleted scenes and other extras.[288]

Cameron initially stated that Avatar would be released in 3D around November 2010, but the studio issued a correction: "3-D is in the conceptual stage and Avatar will not be out on 3D Blu-ray in November."[290] In May 2010, Fox stated that the 3D version would be released some time in 2011.[285] It was later revealed that Fox had given Panasonic[image: External link] an exclusive license for the 3D Blu-ray version and only with the purchase of a Panasonic 3DTV[image: External link]. The length of Panasonic's exclusivity period is stated to last until February 2012.[291] On October 2010, Cameron stated that the standalone 3D Blu-ray would be the final version of the film's home release and that it was, "maybe one, two years out".[292] On Christmas Eve 2010, Avatar had its 3D television world premiere on Sky[image: External link].[293][294][295]

On August 13, 2012, Cameron announced on Facebook that Avatar would be released globally on Blu-ray 3D.[296] The Blu-ray 3D version was finally released on October 16, 2012.[297]
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 Sequels




In 2006, Cameron stated that if Avatar was successful, he hoped to make two sequels[image: External link] to the film.[298] In 2010, he said the film's widespread success confirmed that he would do so.[299] He included certain scenes in the first film for future story follow-ups.[298][300] Cameron planned to shoot the sequels back-to-back[image: External link] and to begin work "once the novel is nailed down".[301] He stated that the sequels would widen the universe while exploring other moons of Polyphemus[image: External link].[290] The first sequel would focus on the ocean of Pandora and also feature more of the rainforest.[302] He intended to capture footage for this sequel at the bottom of the Mariana Trench[image: External link] using a deepwater submersible.[303] In 2011, Cameron stated that he was just starting to design the ocean ecosystem of Pandora and the other worlds to be included in the story. The storyline, although continuing the environmental theme of the first film, would not be "strident" since the film will concentrate on entertainment.[304]

The sequels would continue to follow the characters of Jake and Neytiri.[305] Cameron implied that the humans would return as the antagonists of the story.[306] Worthington and Saldana signed on to reprise their roles in the sequels.[300] In 2010, Cameron confirmed that Sigourney Weaver[image: External link][307] and Stephen Lang[image: External link] were also expected to return despite the demise of their characters.[308] The sequels were originally scheduled for release in December 2014 and 2015.[309] In 2011, Cameron stated his intention to film the sequels at a higher frame rate[image: External link] than the industry standard 24 frames per second, in order to add a heightened sense of reality.[310][311]

In 2012, Cameron first mentioned a possible third sequel.[312] That year, Cameron stated that the sequels were being written as "separate stories that have an overall arc inclusive of the first film", with the second having a clear conclusion instead of a cliffhanger[image: External link] to the next film. Cameron expected to release Avatar 2 in 2015.[313] In 2013, it was confirmed that there would be three sequels. Screenwriters were also announced: Josh Friedman[image: External link] for the first, Rick Jaffa and Amanda Silver[image: External link] for the second, and Shane Salerno[image: External link] for the third. Production was re-scheduled for 2014 with the films to be released in December 2016, 2017, and 2018.[314] Steven Gould[image: External link] was engaged to write four novels based on the films.[315] Later that year, Cameron announced that the sequels would be filmed in New Zealand, with performance capture to take place in 2014. An agreement with the New Zealand government[image: External link] required at least one world premiere to be held in Wellington and at least NZ$[image: External link]500 million (approximately US$410 million at December 2013 exchange rates) to be spent on production activity in New Zealand, including live-action filming and visual effects. The New Zealand government announced it would raise its baseline tax rebate for filmmaking from 15% to 20%, with 25% available to international productions in some cases and 40% for New Zealand productions (as defined by section 18 of the New Zealand Film Commission[image: External link] Act 1978).[316][317]

In April 2014, Cameron expected to finish the three scripts within six weeks, stating that all three sequels would be in production simultaneously and were still slated for December 2016 to 2018 releases.[318][319] He stated that although Friedman, Jaffa and Silver, and Salerno are each co-writing one sequel with him, they at first all worked together on all three scripts: "I didn't assign each writer which film they were going to work on until the last day. I knew if I assigned them their scripts ahead of time, they'd tune out every time we were talking about the other movie."[320][321] "We... worked out every beat of the story across all three films so it all connects as one, sort of, three-film saga."[322] Cameron also stated that Weaver would be featured in all three sequels and that her character Grace Augustine would be alive.[323] In March 2015, however, Weaver said that she will play a new character in the next film.[324]

By 2015, the scheduled release dates for the sequels were each delayed by another year, with the first sequel expected to be released in December 2017; Cameron called the writing process "a complex job".[325][326] In June 2015, James Horner[image: External link], who was reported to be engaged to write music for the franchise, was killed in a plane crash.[327] In December, Cameron stated that he was "doing another pass through all three scripts ... Just refining. That's in parallel with the design process. The design process is very mature at this point. We've been designing for about a year and a half. All the characters, settings and creatures are all pretty much [set]."[328] The following month, Fox announced a further release delay.[329]

As of February 2016, production of the sequels was scheduled to begin in April 2016 in New Zealand.[330] In April 2016, Cameron announced at CinemaCon that there will be four Avatar sequels, all of which will be filmed simultaneously, with release dates in December 2018, 2020, 2022 and 2023, respectively.[331][332] In late October 2016, Cameron stated that he is going to push for "glasses-free 3D"[image: External link] with the sequels.[333]

In February 2017, the media website My Entertainment World[image: External link] stated that Avatar 2 had entered production and shooting would start on August 15, 2017, with Manhattan Beach, California[image: External link] as the main shooting location.[334][335][336][337][338] Cameron confirmed the upcoming shooting, and that the writing of all four sequels was now complete.[339] The following sequels are expected to start shooting right after Avatar 2 wraps filming.[340] The following month, Cameron revealed that Avatar 2 would not be released in 2018, as originally believed.[341] The sequel release dates were announced as starting on Dec. 18, 2020, for Avatar 2, Dec. 17, 2021 for Avatar 3, Dec. 20, 2024 for Avatar 4, and Dec. 19, 2025 for Avatar 5.[33]
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 Stage adaptation




Toruk - The First Flight[image: External link] is an original stage production by the Montreal[image: External link]-based Cirque du Soleil[image: External link] which premiered in November 2015 and has been touring other cities since 2016. Inspired by Avatar, the story is set in Pandora's past, involving a prophecy concerning a threat to the Tree of Souls and a quest for totems from different tribes. Audience members can download an app[image: External link] in order to participate in show effects. On January 18, 2016, it was announced via the Toruk Facebook page that filming for an upcoming DVD has been completed and is currently undergoing editing.[342]
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 Theme park attraction




Main article: Pandora – The World of Avatar[image: External link]


In 2011, Cameron, Lightstorm, and Fox entered an exclusive licensing agreement with The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] to feature Avatar-themed attractions at Walt Disney Parks and Resorts[image: External link] worldwide, including a themed land for Disney's Animal Kingdom[image: External link] in Lake Buena Vista, Florida[image: External link]. The area, known as Pandora – The World of Avatar[image: External link], opened on May 27, 2017.[343][344]
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	List of films featuring extraterrestrials[image: External link]

	List of films featuring powered exoskeletons[image: External link]
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The Man in the Iron Mask (1998 film)






The Man in the Iron Mask is a 1998 American action drama[image: External link] film directed, produced, and written by Randall Wallace[image: External link], and starring Leonardo DiCaprio in a dual role as the title character and villain, Jeremy Irons as Aramis[image: External link], John Malkovich as Athos[image: External link], Gerard Depardieu as Porthos[image: External link], and Gabriel Byrne[image: External link] as D'Artagnan[image: External link].[3] The picture uses characters from Alexandre Dumas[image: External link]' D'Artagnan Romances[image: External link] and is very loosely adapted from some plot elements of The Vicomte de Bragelonne[image: External link].

The film centers on the aging four musketeers, Athos, Porthos, Aramis, and D'Artagnan, during the reign of King Louis XIV and attempts to explain the mystery of the Man in the Iron Mask[image: External link], using a plot more closely related to the flamboyant 1929 version starring Douglas Fairbanks[image: External link], The Iron Mask[image: External link], and the 1939 version directed by James Whale[image: External link], than the original Dumas book. Like the 1998 version, the two aforementioned adaptations were also released through United Artists[image: External link].
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 Plot




In 1662, the Kingdom of France[image: External link] faces bankruptcy[image: External link] from King Louis XIV's wars against the Dutch, which has left the country's agriculture impeded by a heavy tax burden and forced the citizens to live on rotten food. Though the country appears to be on the verge of a revolution, Louis continues to spend his time preparing for war and seducing countless women. The three musketeers have gone their separate ways; Aramis[image: External link] is now an aging priest, Porthos[image: External link] has become a womanizing drunkard, and Athos[image: External link] is retired and living with his only son, Raoul, who aspires to join the musketeers. The only one who has remained in the musketeers is D'Artagnan[image: External link], who now serves as the captain.

At a festival, Louis sets his eyes on Christine Bellefort, Raoul's fiancé, and immediately plots to get rid of Raoul by sending him to the battlefront; he is killed by cannon fire. Aware that Louis orchestrated his son's death, Athos renounces his allegiance to the king and goes into exile. After an assassination attempt on Louis by the Jesuit order[image: External link] is foiled by D'Artagnan, Louis instructs Aramis to hunt down and kill their leader. In response, Aramis summons Porthos, Athos and D'Artagnan for a secret meeting in which he reveals that he himself is the Jesuits' leader and has a plan to depose Louis. Athos and Porthos agree, but D'Artagnan refuses. Athos brands him a traitor and threatens him with death should they ever meet again. Meanwhile, Louis seduces Christine, but she continues to suspect his part in Raoul's death.

The musketeers enter a remote prison and smuggle an unnamed prisoner in an iron mask out, taking him to the countryside, where Aramis reveals that he is Philippe[image: External link], Louis's identical twin brother. Aramis reveals that the night Louis was born, his mother, Queen Anne, actually gave birth to twins. Louis XIII, hoping to avoid dynastic warfare between his sons, sent Philippe away to live in the countryside while naming Louis XIV as his heir. After Louis XIII revealed Philippe's existence to his wife and heir on his deathbed, Louis XIV, who was too superstitious to have his brother killed but had him imprisoned in the iron mask to keep his identity secret, something Aramis reluctantly carried out. Aramis's plan is now to redeem himself and save France by replacing Louis with Philippe. The musketeers begin training Philippe to act and behave like Louis, while Athos develops fatherly feelings for him.

At a masquerade ball, the musketeers lure Louis to his quarters and subdue him, dressing Philippe in his clothes while taking Louis to the dungeons. D'Artagnan, however, sees through the ruse, after Christine accuses Philippe with evidence of Louis's role in Raoul's death and is not punished. He forcibly escorts Philippe to the dungeons and they confront the musketeers before they can take Louis to the Bastille. They trade twins, but Philippe is captured before the musketeers escape. Though Louis is prepared to kill Philippe, D'Artagnan begs him not to. Philippe bluffs that he is more afraid of the iron mask than death itself, which convinces Louis to send Philippe to the Bastille and have the mask placed on him again. Meanwhile, Christine commits suicide out of grief.

D'Artagnan contacts the musketeers for help in rescuing Philippe from the Bastille. Louis, who suspected an attempt, ambushes them at the prison. Though he offers D'Artagnan clemency in exchange for surrender, D'Artagnan refuses, privately revealing to his friends that Louis and Philippe are actually his sons from an affair with the Queen, the true reason for his loyalty to Louis. They charge one final time at Louis and his men and are fired upon; their bravery compels the soldiers to close their eyes before firing and all miss. Louis attempts to stab Philippe but wounds D'Artagnan fatally and he dies in his friends' arms. Philippe almost strangles Louis to death but is convinced to show his brother mercy. D'Artagnan's top lieutenant, Andre, angered by his mentor's death, swears his men to secrecy and sides with Philippe. They switch the twins' places again and Philippe orders Louis locked away, naming Athos, Porthos and Aramis as his closest advisors.

A small funeral is held for D'Artagnan and Philippe admits to Athos that he has come to love him like a father, which Athos reciprocates. He later issues Louis a royal pardon and sends him to live peacefully in the countryside, and goes on to become one of France's greatest kings.
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 Cast





	
Leonardo DiCaprio as King Louis XIV/Philippe

	
Gabriel Byrne[image: External link] as D'Artagnan[image: External link]


	
Jeremy Irons as Aramis[image: External link]


	
John Malkovich as Athos[image: External link]


	
Gérard Depardieu as Porthos[image: External link]


	
Anne Parillaud[image: External link] as Queen Mother Anne[image: External link]


	
Judith Godrèche[image: External link] as Christine

	
Peter Sarsgaard[image: External link] as Raoul, son of Athos

	
Edward Atterton[image: External link] as Lieutenant Andre

	
Hugh Laurie[image: External link] as Pierre, Advisor to King Louis XIV

	
David Lowe[image: External link] as Advisor to King Louis XIV
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 Production




In this version, the "man in the iron mask" is introduced as prisoner number 64389000[image: External link] based on the number related to his namesake found at the Bastille. Château de Vaux-le-Vicomte[image: External link] is the stand in for all the scenes that are supposed to be Versailles[image: External link], although in the book, the switch between Louis and Philippe happens at Vaux-le-Vicomte. Vaux-le-Vicomte, the prototype for Versailles, was historically built for Nicolas Fouquet[image: External link], Superintendent of Finances[image: External link] for Louis XlV.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In some versions, the switch takes place at a real and actual event the "fête de Vaux" (17 August 1661), a famous party for the unveiling of the new château. The party was attended by Louis XlV, who realized that the king's own palace was seen as inferior to the new château of his non-royal finance minister. The famous fête led to the downfall of Fouquet and the building of Versailles.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Differences between versions




The novel and the filmed versions of the tale have some differences in how they portray the royal twins and the plot to switch them.

In Alexandre Dumas[image: External link]' The Vicomte de Bragelonne, although the plot to replace King Louis XIV with his twin brother is foiled, the twin is initially depicted as a much more sympathetic character than the King. However, in the last part of the novel, the King is portrayed as an intelligent, more mature, and slightly misunderstood man who in fact deserves the throne - and the Musketeers themselves are split, Aramis (with assistance from Porthos) siding with the prisoner, D'Artagnan with King Louis, and Athos retiring from politics entirely. In the 1929 silent version, The Iron Mask[image: External link] starring Douglas Fairbanks[image: External link] as D'Artagnan, the King is depicted favorably and the twin brother as a pawn in an evil plot whose thwarting by D'Artagnan and his companions seems more appropriate.

In the 1998 film, the King is depicted negatively while his twin brother is sympathetically portrayed. D'Artagnan's loyalties are torn between his King and his three Musketeer friends. He is also revealed as the father of the twins, as well as being dedicated to the interests of France.
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 Historical inaccuracies




Historical persons and events depicted in the film are heavily fictionalized, as declared in an opening narration.


	A portrait of Louis XV[image: External link] can be seen in Louis XIV's apartments. Louis XV was the great-grandson and successor of Louis XIV. He was born in 1710, and the events of the film take place about half a century before his birth.

	D'Artagnan's death is inconsistent with biographic fact. The character is based on Charles de Batz-Castelmore d'Artagnan[image: External link], a captain of the Musketeers of the Guard[image: External link], who was killed in battle during the Siege of Maastricht[image: External link] (1673).

	Louis XIV had a real-life brother, Philippe I, Duke of Orléans[image: External link], who is not depicted in the film and was not the King's twin. Louis XIV was born in 1638. Philippe I was his younger brother, born in 1640. Philippe was the founder of the House of Orléans[image: External link], a cadet branch[image: External link] of the House of Bourbon[image: External link].

	Set in 1662, the film portrays the king as unmarried. The historical Louis XIV married his first wife Maria Theresa of Spain[image: External link] in 1660. They remained married until her death in 1683.

	Notwithstanding the peace and prosperity alluded to at the film's conclusion, Louis XIV spent most of the remainder of his reign at war.
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 Critical reception




Despite receiving a rather mixed to negative critical response, the film was successful financially, benefiting greatly from Leonardo DiCaprio's post-Titanic boost in popularity. The film currently holds a 33% rating on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], based on 36 reviews. It holds a 48% rating on Metacritic, based on 18 reviews.[citation needed[image: External link]]

DiCaprio won a Golden Raspberry Award[image: External link] for Worst Screen Couple for his interactions as twins in the film.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Soundtrack




Music for this film was written by English composer Nick Glennie-Smith[image: External link]. Figure skater[image: External link] Alexei Yagudin[image: External link] became a gold medalist skating to this music in the 2002 Winter Olympics[image: External link]. He won with the program The Man in the Iron Mask, based on the movie soundtrack.[4]


	"Surrounded"

	"Heart of a King"

	"The Pig Chase"

	"The Ascension"

	"King for a King"

	"The Moon Beckons"

	"The Masked Ball[image: External link]"

	"A Taste of Something"

	"Kissy Kissie"

	"Training to Be King"

	"The Rose"

	"All Will Be Well"

	"All for One"

	"Greatest Mystery of Life"

	"Raoul and Christine"

	"It is a Trap"

	"Angry Athos"

	"Raoul's Letter"

	"The Palace"

	"Raoul's Death"

	"Queen Approaches"
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Catch Me If You Can






This article is about the 2002 film. For other uses, see Catch Me If You Can (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Catch Me If You Can is a 2002 American biographical crime film based on the life of Frank Abagnale, who, before his 19th birthday, successfully performed cons worth millions of dollars by posing as a Pan American World Airways[image: External link] pilot, a Georgia doctor, and a Louisiana parish[image: External link] prosecutor. His primary crime was check fraud; he became so experienced that the FBI eventually turned to him for help in catching other check forgers. The film was directed by Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and stars Leonardo DiCaprio and Tom Hanks, with Christopher Walken[image: External link], Martin Sheen, and Nathalie Baye[image: External link] in supporting roles.

Development for the film started in 1980, but did not progress until 1997, when the film rights to Abagnale's book were sold to Spielberg's DreamWorks[image: External link]. David Fincher[image: External link], Gore Verbinski[image: External link], Lasse Hallström, Miloš Forman[image: External link], and Cameron Crowe[image: External link] had all been possible candidates for director before Spielberg decided to direct. Filming took place from February to May 2002. The film was a financial and critical success, and the real Abagnale reacted positively to it.
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 Plot




In 1963, teen-aged Frank Abagnale lives in New Rochelle, New York[image: External link] with his father Frank Abagnale, Sr., and French mother Paula. When Frank Sr. is denied a business loan at Chase Manhattan Bank[image: External link] due to unknown difficulties with the IRS[image: External link], the family is forced to move from their large home to a small apartment. Paula carries on an affair with Jack, a friend of her husband. Meanwhile, Frank poses as a substitute teacher in his French class. Frank's parents file for divorce, and Frank runs away. When he runs out of money, he begins relying on confidence scams to get by. Soon, Frank's cons increase and he even impersonates an airline pilot. He forges Pan Am[image: External link] payroll checks and succeeds in stealing over $2.8 million.

Meanwhile, Carl Hanratty, an FBI[image: External link] bank fraud agent, begins tracking Frank. Carl and Frank meet at a hotel, where Frank convinces Carl his name is Barry Allen of the Secret Service[image: External link], and that he was also after the fraud. Frank leaves, Carl angrily realizing a minute too late that he has been fooled. Later, at Christmas, Carl is still at work when Frank calls him, attempting to apologize for duping Carl. Carl rejects his apology and tells him he will soon be caught, but laughs when he realizes Frank actually called him because he has no one else to talk to. Frank hangs up, and Carl continues to investigate, suddenly realizing (thanks to a waiter) that the name "Barry Allen[image: External link]" is from the Flash[image: External link] comic books and that Frank is actually a teenager.

Frank, meanwhile, has expanded his con to include the identities of a doctor and lawyer. While playing Dr. Frank Conners, he falls in love with Brenda. While asking her father's permission to marry her, he admits the truth about himself and asks for help with the Louisiana State Bar exam. Carl tracks him to his engagement party and Frank is able to sneak out a bedroom window minutes before Carl bursts in. Before leaving, Frank makes Brenda promise to meet him in Miami two days later so they can elope. Frank sees her waiting for him two days later, but also notices plainclothes agents waiting to arrest him; realizing he has been set up, he escapes on a flight to Europe.

Seven months later, Carl shows his boss that Frank has been forging checks all over western Europe and asks permission to go to Europe to look for him. When his boss refuses, Carl brings Frank's checks to printing professionals who claim that the checks were printed in France. From an interview with Frank's mother, Carl remembers that she was actually born in Montrichard[image: External link], France. He goes there and locates Frank, and tells him that the French police will kill him if he does not go with Carl quietly. Frank assumes he is lying at first, but Carl promises Frank he would never lie to him, and Carl takes him outside, where the French police escort him to prison.

The scene then flashes forward to a plane returning Frank home from prison, where Carl informs him that his father has died. Grief-stricken, Frank escapes from the plane and goes back to his old house, where he finds his mother with the man she left his father for, as well as a girl who Frank realizes is his half-sister. Frank gives himself up and is sentenced to 12 years in prison, getting visits from time to time from Carl. When Frank points out how one of the checks Carl is carrying as evidence is fake, Carl convinces the FBI to offer Frank a deal by which he can live out the remainder of his sentence working for the bank fraud department of the FBI, which Frank accepts. While working at the FBI, Frank misses the thrill of the chase and even attempts to fly as an airline pilot again. He is cornered by Carl, who insists that Frank will return to the FBI job since no one is chasing him. On the following Monday, Carl is nervous that Frank has not yet arrived at work. However, Frank eventually arrives and they discuss their next case.

The ending credits reveal that Frank has been happily married for 26 years, has three sons, lives in the Midwest, is still good friends with Carl, has caught some of the world's most elusive money forgers, and earns millions of dollars each year because of his work creating unforgeable checks.
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 Cast





	
Leonardo DiCaprio as Frank Abagnale, Jr. Before his 19th birthday, Frank successfully conned millions of dollars’ worth of checks as a Pan Am pilot[image: External link], doctor, and Louisiana parish prosecutor.

	
Tom Hanks as Carl Hanratty, an FBI agent who pursues Frank for most of the film. Hanratty is often teased by other agents who take check fraud as a joke. Hanratty is divorced, and his daughter and ex-wife live in Chicago. In the end, Carl and Frank become great friends.

	
Christopher Walken[image: External link] as Frank Abagnale, Sr., Frank's father, and a World War II veteran. Frank, Sr. loses his wife Paula and most of his wealth after he committed tax evasion. Frank, Sr. dies after falling down a staircase in a train station.

	
Nathalie Baye[image: External link] as Paula Abagnale. Frank, Sr. meets her when she is 18 years old in Montrichard[image: External link], France during World War II. Five weeks later, the couple marries[image: External link]. They divorce when Frank Jr. is 16, leaving Paula to marry Jack Barnes, with whom she has a daughter.

	
Amy Adams[image: External link] as Brenda Strong. Before becoming a nurse, Brenda had an abortion. Her strict Lutheran parents disown her, until they meet Frank, Jr.

	
Martin Sheen as Roger Strong, Brenda's father, and Carol's husband. Roger is a well-recognized district attorney in Louisiana and is not easily convinced that Frank, Jr. graduated from law school.

	
James Brolin[image: External link] as Jack Barnes, an associate of Frank, Sr. at the New Rochelle, New York[image: External link] Rotary Club[image: External link]. Barnes later carries on an affair with Paula, leading to the divorce of Frank Jr.'s parents.

	
Nancy Lenehan[image: External link] as Carol Strong, Brenda's mother and Roger's wife. When thinking that Frank, Jr. is a doctor, lawyer and Lutheran, she is highly ecstatic for her daughter's marriage.



Brian Howe[image: External link], Frank John Hughes[image: External link] and Chris Ellis[image: External link] portray FBI agents. Jennifer Garner[image: External link] cameos as a call girl. Ellen Pompeo[image: External link], Elizabeth Banks[image: External link], and Kaitlin Doubleday[image: External link] have supporting roles. The real Frank Abagnale appears in a cameo as a French police officer arresting his character.[2]
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 Development




Frank Abagnale sold the film rights[image: External link] to his autobiography in 1980.[3] Executive Producer Michel Shane[image: External link] purchased the film rights in 1990,[4] for Paramount Pictures[image: External link].[5] By December 1997, Barry Kemp[image: External link] purchased the film rights from Shane, bringing the project to DreamWorks[image: External link], with Jeff Nathanson[image: External link] writing the script.[6] By April 2000, David Fincher was attached to direct over the course of a few months, but dropped out in favor of Panic Room[image: External link]. In July 2000, Leonardo DiCaprio had entered discussions to star, with Gore Verbinski[image: External link] to direct.[7][8] Steven Spielberg[image: External link] signed on as producer, and filming was set to begin in March 2001.[9][10]
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 Casting




Verbinski cast James Gandolfini[image: External link] as Carl Hanratty, Ed Harris as Frank Abagnale, Sr., and Chloë Sevigny[image: External link] as Brenda Strong.[11][12] Verbinski dropped out because of DiCaprio's commitment on Gangs of New York.[13] Lasse Hallström was in negotiations to direct by May 2001, but dropped out in July 2001. At this stage Harris and Sevigny left the film, but Gandolfini was still attached.[12][14] Spielberg, co-founder of DreamWorks, offered the job of director to Miloš Forman[image: External link], and considered hiring Cameron Crowe[image: External link]. During this negotiation period, Spielberg began to consider directing the film himself, eventually dropping projects such as Big Fish[image: External link] and Memoirs of a Geisha[image: External link].[10][15] Spielberg officially committed to directing in August 2001.[4]

The search for Strong's portrayer lasted months but Amy Adams[image: External link] was eventually cast. Spielberg "loved" her tape and producer Walter F. Parkes[image: External link] commented that she was "as fresh and honest as anyone we’d seen," which was an important element in the role. Christopher Walken[image: External link] was cast as Frank Abagnale, Sr. following Parkes’ suggestion. Martin Sheen played Roger Strong as he had "intimidating presence". Spielberg wanted a French actress to portray Paula Abagnale to stay true to the facts. He asked for the help of Brian De Palma[image: External link], who was living in Paris and he did tests with several actresses such as Nathalie Baye[image: External link]. Spielberg had seen Jennifer Garner[image: External link] on Alias[image: External link] and wanted her to play a small role in the film due to her busy schedule.[16]
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 Filming




The original start date was January 2002,[4] but was pushed to February 7 in Los Angeles, California.[17] Other locations included Burbank[image: External link], Downey[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], LA/Ontario International Airport[image: External link] (which doubled for Miami International Airport[image: External link]), Quebec City[image: External link] and Montreal[image: External link].[18] The film was shot in 147 different locations in only 52 days. DiCaprio reflected, "Scenes that we thought would take three days took an afternoon".[19] Filming ran from April 25–30 in Park Avenue[image: External link], just outside the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel[image: External link]. Production moved to Orange, New Jersey[image: External link] and returned to Brooklyn[image: External link] for bank and courthouse scenes. Shooting also took place at the TWA Flight Center[image: External link] at John F. Kennedy International Airport[image: External link].[20] Quebec City[image: External link] was chosen for its European character and French feel. Place Royale, within Old Quebec[image: External link], stands for Montrichard[image: External link]—the church in the background of the arrest scene is Notre-Dame-des-Victoires[image: External link].[21] Filming ended on May 12 in Montreal.[22]
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 Music




Main article: Catch Me If You Can (soundtrack)[image: External link]


The film's soundtrack was released on December 10, 2002 by DreamWorks Records[image: External link]. The original score was composed by John Williams[image: External link].
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 Historical accuracy




Despite the various changes from real-life events, Abagnale believed Spielberg was the only filmmaker who "could do this film justice".[23] However, Abagnale had little involvement with the film. In November 2001, he had "never met nor spoken to Steven Spielberg and I have not read the script. I prefer not to. I understand that they now portray my father in a better light, as he really was. Steven Spielberg has told the screenplay writer (Jeff Nathanson) that he wants complete accuracy in the relationships and actual scams that I perpetrated", Abagnale reported. "I hope in the end the movie will be entertaining, exciting, funny and bring home an important message about family, childhood and divorce".[23]

The real Abagnale never saw his father again after he ran away from home. Spielberg "wanted to continue to have that connection where Frank kept trying to please his father; by making him proud of him; by seeing him in the uniform, the Pan-American uniform". However, Abagnale praised the idea. "Even though I didn't see my dad again, every night after living a brilliant day and meeting many women, and making much money, I'd come back alone to a hotel room and I would just think of my mom and dad and fantasize about getting them back together again, and cry. It's the justification of a fantasy."[24] Carl Hanratty (portrayed by Tom Hanks) is based on FBI agent Joseph Shea.[25] In the shooting script[image: External link] the character was referred to as Joseph Shea, but was changed to Carl Hanratty for unknown reasons.[26]
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 Themes




Catch Me if You Can deals with themes of broken homes and troubled childhoods. Spielberg's parents divorced when he was a teenager, similar to Frank Abagnale's situation. In the film, Carl Hanratty is also divorced from his wife, who lives with their daughter in Chicago. "Some of my films have had to do with broken homes and people on the run from their sad pasts", Spielberg stated. "But there are those strands that got me to say: you know, there's something also about me that I can say through the telling of this kind of lighthearted story".[24]

Spielberg also wanted to create a film that sympathized with a crook. He explained, "Frank was a 21st century genius working within the innocence of the mid '60s, when people were more trusting than they are now. I don't think this is the kind of movie where somebody could say, 'I have a career plan.'"[24]
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 Release




Game Show Network[image: External link] aired the 1977 episode of the television game show To Tell the Truth[image: External link] that featured Frank Abagnale. Segments were shown on December 29, 2002 and January 1, 2003 as promotion.[27] The marketing department was careful to market the film as "inspired by a true story" in order to avoid controversy similar to that surrounding A Beautiful Mind[image: External link] (2001) and The Hurricane[image: External link] (1999), both of which deviated from history.[24] The premiere[image: External link] took place at Westwood, Los Angeles, California[image: External link] on December 18, 2002.[28]
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 Box office




Catch Me If You Can was released on December 25, 2002, earning slightly above $30 million in 3,225 theaters during its opening weekend. The film went on to gross $164.6 million in North America and $187.5 million in foreign countries, coming at a worldwide total of $352.1 million. The film was a financial success, recouping the $52 million budget six times over.[29] Catch Me If You Can was the eleventh highest-grossing film of 2002. Minority Report[image: External link] (also directed by Spielberg) was tenth highest.[30]
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 Critical response




On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has a rating of 96%, based on 195 reviews, with the site's critical consensus reading, "With help from a strong performance by Leonardo DiCaprio as real-life wunderkind con artist Frank Abagnale, Steven Spielberg crafts a film that's stylish, breezily entertaining, and surprisingly sweet."[31] On Metacritic the film has a score of 76 out of 100, based on 38 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".

Roger Ebert heavily praised DiCaprio's performance, and concluded "This is not a major Spielberg film, although it is an effortlessly watchable one".[32] Mick LaSalle[image: External link] said it was "not Spielberg's best movie, but one of his smoothest and maybe his friendliest. The colorful cinematography, smart performances and brisk tempo suggest a filmmaker subordinating every other impulse to the task of manufacturing pleasure."[33] Stephen Hunter[image: External link] believed DiCaprio shows "the range and ease and cleverness that Martin Scorsese so underutilized in Gangs of New York".[34]

James Berardinelli[image: External link] observed, "Catch Me if You Can never takes itself or its subjects too seriously, and contains more genuinely funny material than about 90% of the so-called 'comedies' found in multiplexes these days". In addition Berardinelli praised John Williams[image: External link]' film score[image: External link], which he felt was "more intimate and jazzy than his usual material, evoking (intentionally) Henry Mancini[image: External link]".[35] Peter Travers[image: External link] was one of few who gave the film a negative review. Travers considered Catch Me if You Can to be "bogged down over 140 minutes. A film that took off like a hare on speed ends like a winded tortoise."[36]

At the 75th Academy Awards[image: External link], Christopher Walken and John Williams were nominated for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] and Best Original Score[image: External link].[37] Walken won the same category at the 56th British Academy Film Awards[image: External link], while Williams, costume designer[image: External link] Mary Zophres[image: External link] and screenwriter Jeff Nathanson received nominations.[38] DiCaprio was nominated for the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Drama.[39] Williams also earned a Grammy Award[image: External link] nomination.[40] Elements of the film were later parodied in The Simpsons[image: External link] episode "Catch 'Em If You Can[image: External link]".[41]
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 Home media




Catch Me If You Can was released on DVD[image: External link] on May 6, 2003[42] and on Blu-ray[image: External link] on December 4, 2012.[43]
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 Musical adaptation




Main article: Catch Me If You Can (musical)[image: External link]


A musical adaptation of the same name[image: External link] premiered at the 5th Avenue Theatre[image: External link] in Seattle[image: External link], Washington[image: External link] in July 2009, starring Aaron Tveit and Norbert Leo Butz[image: External link].[44] It began previews on Broadway[image: External link] at the Neil Simon Theatre[image: External link] on March 11, 2011 and officially opened April 10, 2011.[45][46] The musical was nominated for four Tony Awards[image: External link], including Best Musical[image: External link].[47]
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 See also





	
The Great Impostor[image: External link], a 1961 film based on the story of an impostor named Ferdinand Waldo Demara[image: External link].

	
The Pretender[image: External link], a TV series
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Gangs of New York






Gangs of New York is a 2002 American epic[image: External link] period drama[image: External link] film directed by Martin Scorsese, set in the mid-19th century in the Five Points district of New York City[image: External link]. The screenplay is by Jay Cocks[image: External link], Steven Zaillian[image: External link], and Kenneth Lonergan[image: External link]. It was inspired by Herbert Asbury[image: External link]'s 1927 nonfiction book, The Gangs of New York[image: External link]. It was made in Cinecittà[image: External link], Rome, distributed by Miramax Films and nominated for numerous awards, including the Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link], among nine other Oscar nominations.

The film is set in 1862 and follows fictional gang leader Bill "The Butcher" Cutting (Daniel Day-Lewis) in his roles as crime boss and political kingmaker[image: External link] under the helm of "Boss" Tweed[image: External link] (Jim Broadbent). The film culminates in a violent confrontation between Cutting and his mob with the protagonist[image: External link] Amsterdam Vallon (Leonardo DiCaprio) and his allies, which prefaces the real-life New York Draft Riots[image: External link] of 1863. It was released on December 20, 2002 and grossed $193 million worldwide.



TOP
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 Plot




In the slum[image: External link] neighborhood of Five Points, Manhattan in 1846, two gangs[image: External link] have a final battle in Paradise Square: The nativist[image: External link], Protestant[image: External link] "Natives" led by Bill "the Butcher" Cutting, and the Irish Catholic[image: External link] immigrant "Dead Rabbits" led by "Priest" Vallon. Bill kills Vallon and orders that he be buried with honor, and declares the Dead Rabbits outlawed. Having witnessed this, Vallon's young son hides the knife that killed his father and is taken to an orphanage[image: External link] on Blackwell's Island[image: External link].

In September 1862, Vallon's son, now calling himself Amsterdam, returns to Five Points seeking revenge and retrieves the knife. An old acquaintance, Johnny Sirocco, familiarizes him with the local clans of gangs and thieves, all of whom pay tribute to Bill, who controls the neighborhood. Amsterdam joins Johnny's gang of thieves and is introduced to Bill, but keeps his past a secret. He learns that many of his father's former loyalists are now in Bill's employ, including "Happy Jack" Mulraney, who is now a corrupt constable[image: External link], and McGloin, who is one of Bill's lieutenants. Each year, Bill celebrates the anniversary of his victory over the Dead Rabbits; Amsterdam plans to murder him publicly during this celebration.

Amsterdam becomes attracted to pickpocket[image: External link] and grifter[image: External link] Jenny Everdeane, who Johnny is infatuated with. Amsterdam's interest is dampened, however, upon learning that she was once Bill's ward and still enjoys his affections. Amsterdam gains Bill's confidence and Bill becomes his mentor, involving him in the dealings of corrupt politician William M. Tweed[image: External link]. Amsterdam saves Bill from an assassination attempt, and is tormented by the thought that he may have done so out of honest devotion. Jenny nurses Bill's wounds, and she and Amsterdam have a furious argument which dissolves into passionate lovemaking. Bill speaks to Amsterdam of the downfall of civilization and how he has maintained power through the spectacle of violence and fear. He says that Priest Vallon was his last worthy enemy, and that the Priest once beat him but spared his life, leaving him ashamed, which gave him the strength of will to return and fight for his own authority.

On the evening of the anniversary, Johnny, in a fit of jealousy over Jenny, reveals Amsterdam's true identity and intentions to Bill. Bill baits Amsterdam with a knife throwing[image: External link] act involving Jenny. As Bill toasts Priest Vallon, Amsterdam throws his knife, but Bill deflects it and wounds Amsterdam with a counter throw. Bill proclaims that rather than dying, Amsterdam shall live in shame, and burns his cheek with a hot blade. Going into hiding, Jenny nurses Amsterdam back to health and implores him to escape with her to San Francisco[image: External link]. "Monk" McGinn, a barber who fought for Priest Vallon, gives Amsterdam a straight razor[image: External link] that belonged to Amsterdam's father.

Amsterdam announces his return by hanging a dead rabbit in Paradise Square. Bill sends Happy Jack to investigate, but Amsterdam kills him and hangs his body in the square. In retaliation, Bill has Johnny severely beaten and run through with a pike, leaving it to Amsterdam to end his suffering. The racist McGloin attacks Amsterdam's African American friend Jimmy, but is beaten by Amsterdam and his new gang of Dead Rabbits. The Natives confront them, and Bill promises to return when they are ready to fight. The incident garners newspaper coverage, and Tweed presents Amsterdam with a plan to defeat Bill's influence: Tweed will back the candidacy of Monk McGinn for sheriff in exchange for the support of the Irish vote. Bill and Amsterdam each force people to vote, some of them several times, resulting in Monk winning by more votes than there are voters. Bill, humiliated, murders Monk. Amsterdam challenges Bill and the Natives to fight.

The New York City draft riots[image: External link] break out just as the gangs are preparing to battle, and Union Army[image: External link] soldiers are deployed to control the rioters. As the rival gangs face off, they are interrupted by cannon fire from naval ships firing directly into Paradise Square. Between the cannons and soldiers, many of the gang members are killed including McGloin. Bill and Amsterdam face off against one another until Bill is severely wounded by a piece of shrapnel. Declaring "Thank God, I die a true American", he is finally killed by Amsterdam.

Bill is buried on a hilltop cemetery in Brooklyn[image: External link], adjacent to Priest Vallon. Amsterdam buries his father's razor and leaves for San Francisco with Jenny, narrating that in time New York would be rebuilt as if "we were never here". The passage of time is depicted rapidly, with modern New York being built up over the next hundred years and the graves of Bill and the Priest becoming overgrown and forgotten.
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 Cast






	
Leonardo DiCaprio as Amsterdam Vallon

	
Daniel Day-Lewis as William Cutting
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Jim Broadbent as William "Boss" Tweed[image: External link]
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Henry Thomas[image: External link] as Johnny Sirocco
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Brendan Gleeson as Walter "Monk" McGinn
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Larry Gilliard Jr.[image: External link] as Jimmy Spoils
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Roger Ashton-Griffiths[image: External link] as P. T. Barnum[image: External link]
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Michael Byrne[image: External link] as Horace Greeley[image: External link]


	
John Sessions[image: External link] as Harry Watkins

	
Richard Graham[image: External link] as Harvey-Card Player

	
Giovanni Lombardo Radice[image: External link] as Mr. Legree
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 Production






	"The country was up for grabs, and New York was a powder keg. This was the America not the West with its wide open spaces, but of claustrophobia, where everyone was crushed together. On one hand, you had the first great wave of immigration, the Irish, who were Catholic, spoke Gaelic, and owed allegiance to the Vatican. On the other hand, there were the Nativists, who felt that they were the ones who had fought and bled, and died for the nation. They looked at the Irish coming off the boats and said, ‘What are you doing here?’ It was chaos, tribal chaos. Gradually, there was a street by street, block by block, working out of democracy as people learned somehow to live together. If democracy didn't happen in New York, it wasn't going to happen anywhere."



	— Martin Scorsese on how he saw the history of New York City as the battleground of the modern American democracy[3]





Filmmaker Martin Scorsese had grown up in Little Italy[image: External link] in the borough of Manhattan[image: External link] in New York City during the 1950s. At the time, he had noticed there were parts of his neighborhood that were much older than the rest, including tombstones from the 1810s in Old St. Patrick's Cathedral[image: External link], cobblestone[image: External link] streets and small basements located under more recent large buildings; this sparked Scorsese's curiosity about the history of the area: "I gradually realized that the Italian-Americans weren’t the first ones there, that other people had been there before us. As I began to understand this, it fascinated me. I kept wondering, how did New York look? What were the people like? How did they walk, eat, work, dress?"[3]

In 1970, Scorsese came across Herbert Asbury[image: External link]'s The Gangs of New York: An Informal History of the Underworld (1928) about the city's nineteenth century criminal underworld and found it to be a revelation. In the portraits of the city's criminals, Scorsese saw the potential for an American epic about the battle for the modern American democracy.[3] At the time, Scorsese was a young director without money or clout; by the end of the decade, with the success of crime films such as Mean Streets[image: External link] (1973), about his old neighborhood, and Taxi Driver[image: External link] (1976), he was a rising star. In 1979, he acquired screen rights to Asbury's book; however, it took twenty years to get the production moving forward. Difficulties arose with reproducing the monumental city scape of nineteenth century New York with the style and detail Scorsese wanted; almost nothing in New York City looked as it did in that time, and filming elsewhere was not an option. Eventually, in 1999, Scorsese was able to find a partnership with Harvey Weinstein[image: External link], noted producer and co-chairman of Miramax Films.[3]

In order to create the sets that Scorsese envisioned, the production was filmed at the large Cinecittà[image: External link] Studio in Rome[image: External link], Italy. Production designer[image: External link] Dante Ferretti[image: External link] recreated over a mile of mid-nineteenth century New York buildings, consisting of a five-block area of Lower Manhattan[image: External link], including the Five Points slum, a section of the East River[image: External link] waterfront including two full-sized sailing ships, a thirty-building stretch of lower Broadway[image: External link], a patrician mansion, and replicas of Tammany Hall, a church, a saloon, a Chinese theater, and a gambling casino.[3] For the Five Points, Ferretti recreated George Catlin[image: External link]'s painting of the area.[3]

Particular attention was also paid to the speech of characters, as loyalties were often revealed by their accents. The film's voice coach, Tim Monich, resisted using a generic Irish brogue[image: External link] and instead focused on distinctive dialects of Ireland and Great Britain. As DiCaprio's character was born in Ireland but raised in the United States, his accent was designed to be a blend of accents typical of the half-Americanized. To develop the unique, lost accents of the Yankee "Nativists" such as Daniel Day-Lewis's character, Monich studied old poems, ballads, newspaper articles (which sometimes imitated spoken dialect as a form of humor) and the Rogue's Lexicon, a book of underworld idioms compiled by New York’s police commissioner, so that his men would be able to tell what criminals were talking about. An important piece was an 1892 wax cylinder[image: External link] recording of Walt Whitman[image: External link] reciting four lines of a poem in which he pronounced the word "world" as "woild", and the "a" of "an" nasal and flat, like "ayan". Monich concluded that native nineteenth century New Yorkers probably sounded something like the proverbial Brooklyn cabbie of the mid-twentieth.[3]

Due to the strong personalities and clashing visions of director and producer,[clarification needed[image: External link]] the three year production became a story in and of itself.[3][4][5][6] Scorsese strongly defended his artistic vision on issues of taste and length while Weinstein fought for a streamlined, more commercial version. During the delays, noted actors such as Robert De Niro and Willem Dafoe had to leave the production due to conflicts with their other productions. Costs overshot the original budget by 25 percent, bringing the total cost over $100 million.[4] The increased budget made the film vital to Miramax Films' short term success.[5][7]

After post-production[image: External link] was nearly completed in 2001, the film was delayed for over a year. The official justification was, after the September 11, 2001 attacks[image: External link] certain elements of the picture may have made audiences uncomfortable; the film's closing shot is a view of modern-day New York City, complete with the World Trade Center's towers[image: External link], despite their having been leveled by the attacks over a year before the film's release.[8] However this explanation was refuted in Scorsese's own contemporary statements, where he noted that the production was still filming pick-ups[image: External link] even into October 2002.[5][9]

Weinstein kept demanding cuts to the film's length, and some of those cuts were eventually made. In December 2001, Jeffrey Wells[ who?[image: External link]] reviewed a purported workprint[image: External link] of the film as it existed in the fall of 2001. Wells reported the work print lacked narration, was about 20 minutes longer, and although it was "different than the [theatrical] version ... scene after scene after scene play[s] exactly the same in both." Despite the similarities, Wells found the work print to be richer and more satisfying than the theatrical version. While Scorsese has stated the theatrical version is his final cut[image: External link], he reportedly "passed along [the] three-hour-plus [work print] version of Gangs on tape [to friends] and confided, 'Putting aside my contractual obligation to deliver a shorter, two-hour-and-forty-minute version to Miramax, this is the version I'm happiest with,' or words to that effect."[8]

In an interview with Roger Ebert, Scorsese clarified the real issues in the cutting of the film. Ebert notes,


	"His discussions with Weinstein, he said, were always about finding the length where the picture worked. When that got to the press, it was translated into fights. The movie is currently 168 minutes long, he said, and that is the right length, and that's why there won't be any director's cut — because this is the director's cut."[10]
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 Soundtrack




Main article: Gangs of New York: Music from the Miramax Motion Picture[image: External link]


Robbie Robertson[image: External link] supervised the soundtrack's collection of eclectic pop, folk, and neo-classical tracks.
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 Historical accuracy




Scorsese received both praise and criticism for historical depictions in the film. In a PBS[image: External link] interview for the History News Network[image: External link], George Washington University[image: External link] professor Tyler Anbinder discussed the historical aspects of the film.[11] See also Vincent DiGirolamo's "Such, Such Were the B'hoys," Radical History Review Vol. 90 (Fall 2004), pp. 123–41.

Asbury's book described the Bowery Boys[image: External link], Plug Uglies[image: External link], True Blue Americans, Shirt Tails[image: External link], and Dead Rabbits, who were named after their battle standard[image: External link], a dead rabbit on a pike.[3] The book also described William Poole[image: External link], the inspiration for William "Bill the Butcher" Cutting, a member of the Bowery Boys, a bare-knuckle boxer[image: External link], and a leader of the Know Nothing[image: External link] political movement. Poole did not come from the Five Points and was assassinated nearly a decade before the Draft Riots. Both the fictional Bill and the real one had butcher shops, but Poole is not known to have killed anyone.[12][13] The book also described other famous gangsters from the era such as Red Rocks Farrell[image: External link], Slobbery Jim[image: External link] and Hell-Cat Maggie[image: External link], who filed her front teeth to points and wore artificial brass fingernails.[3]

Anbinder said that Scorsese's recreation of the visual environment of mid-19th century New York City[image: External link] and the Five Points "couldn't have been much better".[11] All sets were built completely on the exterior stages of Cinecittà Studios in Rome.[14] By 1860, New York City had 200,000 mostly Catholic Irish immigrants[15] in a population of 800,000.[16] The riot which opens the film, although fictional, was "reasonably true to history" for fights of this type, except for the amount of carnage depicted in the gang fights and city riots.[11]

According to Paul S. Boyer, "The period from the 1830s to the 1850s was a time of almost continuous disorder and turbulence among the urban poor. The decade from 1834–1844 saw more than 200 major gang wars in New York City alone, and in other cities the pattern was similar."[17] As early as 1839, Mayor Philip Hone[image: External link] said: "This city is infested by gangs of hardened wretches" who "patrol the streets making night hideous and insulting all who are not strong enough to defend themselves."[18] The large gang fight depicted in the film as occurring in 1846 is fictional, though there was one between the Bowery Boys and Dead Rabbits in the Five Points on July 4, 1857, which is not mentioned in the film.[19] DiGirolamo concludes that "'Gangs of New York' becomes a historical epic with no change over time. The effect is to freeze ethno-cultural rivalries over the course of three decades and portray them as irrational ancestral hatreds unaltered by demographic shifts, economic cycles and political realignments."[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the film, the Draft Riots[image: External link] are depicted mostly as acts of destruction but there was a lot of violence that took place during that week of July 1863. The violence resulted in more than one hundred deaths, most of which were African Americans. They were especially targeted by the Irish gangs, in part because they were afraid of the job competition that more freed slaves would cause in the city.[20]

The film references the infamous Tweed Courthouse[image: External link], as "Boss" Tweed[image: External link] refers to plans for the structure as being "modest" and "economical".[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the film, Chinese Americans[image: External link] were common enough in the city to have their own community and public venues. Significant Chinese migration to New York City did not begin until 1869 (although Chinese people migrated to America as early as the 1840s), the time when the transcontinental railroad[image: External link] was completed. The Chinese theater on Pell St. was not finished until the 1890s.[21] The Old Brewery, the overcrowded tenement shown in the movie in both 1846 and 1862–63, was actually demolished in 1852.[22]
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 Release




The original target release date was December 21, 2001, in time for the 2001 Academy Awards[image: External link] but the production overshot that goal as Scorsese was still filming.[5][9] A twenty-minute clip, billed as an "extended preview", debuted at the 2002 Cannes Film Festival and was shown at a star-studded event at the Palais des Festivals et des Congrès[image: External link] with Scorsese, DiCaprio, Diaz and Weinstein in attendance.[9]

Harvey Weinstein[image: External link] then wanted the film to open on December 25, 2002, but a potential conflict with another film starring Leonardo DiCaprio, Catch Me If You Can produced by DreamWorks[image: External link], caused him to move the opening day to an earlier position. After negotiations between several parties, including the interests of DiCaprio, Weinstein and DreamWorks' Jeffrey Katzenberg[image: External link], the decision was made on economic grounds: DiCaprio did not want to face a conflict of promoting two movies opening against each other; Katzenberg was able to convince Weinstein that the violence and adult material in Gangs of New York would not necessarily attract families on Christmas Day. Of main concern to all involved was attempting to maximize the film's opening day, an important part of film industry economics.[5]

After three years in production, the film was released on December 20, 2002; a year after its original planned release date.[9] Gangs of New York is notable in that in remains the only film released since 1986 not to award Daniel Day-Lewis top billing. While the film has been released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link], there are no plans to revisit the theatrical cut or prepare a "director's cut" for home video release. "Marty doesn't believe in that," editor Thelma Schoonmaker[image: External link] stated. "He believes in showing only the finished film."[8]
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 Reception
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 Box office




The film made $77,812,000 in Canada and the United States. It also took $23,763,699 in Japan and $16,358,580 in the United Kingdom. Worldwide the film grossed a total of $193,772,504.[23]
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 Critical reception




On review aggregating website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has an approval rating of 75% based 202 reviews, with an average rating of 7.1/10.The site's critical consensus reads, "Though flawed, the sprawling, messy Gangs of New York is redeemed by impressive production design and Day-Lewis's electrifying performance."[24] The review aggregate website Metacritic gave the film a score of 72 out of 100. based on 39 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[25]

Roger Ebert praised the film but believed it fell short of Scorsese's best work, while his At the Movies[image: External link] co-star Richard Roeper[image: External link] called it a "masterpiece" and declared it a leading contender for Best Picture[image: External link].[26] Paul Clinton of CNN[image: External link] called the film "a grand American epic".[27] In Variety, Todd McCarthy[image: External link] wrote that the film "falls somewhat short of great film status, but is still a richly impressive and densely realized work that bracingly opens the eye and mind to untaught aspects of American history." McCarthy singled out the meticulous attention to historical detail and production design for particular praise.[28]

Some critics, however, were disappointed with the film, complaining that it fell well short of the hype surrounding it, that it tried to tackle too many themes without saying anything unique about them, and that the overall story was weak.[29]
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	Wins




	
BAFTAs: Best Actor (Daniel Day-Lewis)[30]


	
Chicago Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link]: Best Actor (Daniel Day-Lewis)[31]


	
Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link]: Best Actor (Daniel Day-Lewis)[32]


	
Florida Film Critics Circle Awards[image: External link]: Best Actor (Daniel Day-Lewis), Best Director (Martin Scorsese)

	
Golden Globes: Best Director[image: External link] (Martin Scorsese), Best Original Song[image: External link] ( U2[image: External link] for "The Hands That Built America[image: External link]")[33]


	Kansas City Film Critics Circle Awards: Best Actor (Daniel Day-Lewis)

	Las Vegas Film Critics Society Awards: Best Actor (Daniel Day-Lewis), Best Original Song (U2 for The Hands That Built America)[34]


	
Los Angeles Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link]: Best Actor (Daniel Day-Lewis), Best Art Direction[image: External link] (Dante Ferretti)

	
New York Film Critics Circle Awards[image: External link]: Best Actor (Daniel Day-Lewis)[35]


	
Online Film Critics Society Awards[image: External link]: Best Actor[image: External link] (Daniel Day-Lewis)[36]


	
San Diego Film Critics Society Awards[image: External link]: Best Actor (Daniel Day-Lewis)

	
Satellite Awards[image: External link]: Best Art Direction[image: External link] (Dante Ferretti), Best Film Editing[image: External link] (Thelma Schoonmaker), Best Actor (Daniel Day-Lewis)

	
Screen Actors Guild Awards: Best Actor (Daniel Day-Lewis)[37]


	Southeastern Film Critics Association Awards: Best Actor (Daniel Day-Lewis), Best Director (Martin Scorsese)[38]


	
Vancouver Film Critics Circle[image: External link]: Best Actor (Daniel Day-Lewis)




	Nominations




	
Academy Awards: Best Picture[image: External link] (Alberto Grimaldi), (Harvey Weinstein), Best Director[image: External link] (Martin Scorsese), Best Art Direction[image: External link] (Dante Ferretti), Best Original Song[image: External link] ( U2[image: External link] for "The Hands That Built America[image: External link]"), Best Actor[image: External link] (Daniel Day-Lewis), Best Cinematography[image: External link] (Michael Ballhaus), Best Costume Design[image: External link] (Sandy Powell), Best Editing[image: External link] (Thelma Schoonmaker), Best Sound[image: External link] (Tom Fleischman), (Eugene Gearty), (Ivan Sharrock), Best Original Screenplay[image: External link] (Jay Cocks), (Steven Zaillian), (Kenneth Lonergan)

	BAFTAs: Best Film[image: External link], Best Film Music[image: External link] (Howard Shore), Best Visual Effects[image: External link] (R. Bruce Steinheimer), (Michael Owens), (Edward Hirsh), (Jon Alexander), Best Cinematography[image: External link] (Michael Ballhaus), Best Costume Design[image: External link] (Sandy Powell), Best Film Editing[image: External link] (Thelma Schoonmaker), Best Makeup and Hair[image: External link] (Manlio Rocchetti), (Aldo Signoretti), Best Production Design[image: External link] (Dante Ferretti), Best Original Screenplay[image: External link] (Jay Cocks), (Steven Zaillian), (Kenneth Lonergan), Best Sound[image: External link], Best Direction[image: External link] (Martin Scorsese)[30]


	Broadcast Film Critics Association Awards: Best Director (Martin Scorsese), Best Picture

	Chicago Film Critics Association Awards: Best Director (Martin Scorsese), Best Cinematography (Michael Ballhaus)

	
Directors Guild of America[image: External link]: Best Director (Martin Scorsese)

	
Empire Awards[image: External link]: Best Actor (Daniel Day-Lewis)

	Golden Globes: Best Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link], Best Actor (Daniel Day-Lewis), Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] (Cameron Diaz)

	Online Film Critics Society Awards: Best Art Direction (Dante Ferretti), Best Cinematography (Michael Ballhaus), Best Costume Design (Sandy Powell), Best Director (Martin Scorsese), Best Sound, Best Ensemble[39]


	Phoenix Film Critics Society Awards: Best Actor (Day-Lewis), Best Costume Design (Sandy Powell), Best Art Direction (Dante Ferretti), Best Makeup (Manlio Rocchetti, Aldo Signoretti)

	Satellite Awards: Best Cinematography (Michael Ballhaus), Best Costume Design (Sandy Powell), Best Sound, Best Visual Effects

	
Writers Guild of America[image: External link]: Best Original Screenplay[image: External link] (Jay Cocks, Steven Zaillian, Kenneth Lonergan)
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 Honors




The film is recognized by American Film Institute[image: External link] in these lists:


	2004: AFI's 100 Years...100 Songs[image: External link]:

	"The Hands That Built America[image: External link]" – nominated[40]
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 See also





	Irish Americans in New York City[image: External link]

	Irish Brigade (US)[image: External link]

	List of identities in The Gangs of New York (book)[image: External link]
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Martin Scorsese and Leonardo DiCaprio






Film director Martin Scorsese and actor Leonardo DiCaprio have frequently collaborated, making a total of five feature films and one short film since 2002. The pair's films explore a variety of genres, including crime[image: External link], thriller[image: External link], biopic and comedy[image: External link]. Several have been listed on many critics' year-end top ten and best-of-decade lists.

The duo's films have been nominated for thirty-one Academy Awards, winning nine. In 2013, the duo was awarded National Board of Review[image: External link] Spotlight award for career collaboration. Scorsese's work with DiCaprio is considered to be as vital as his work with Robert De Niro[image: External link].[1][2]



TOP
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 Relationship




The pair's relationship is one of the most successful collaborations in film industry, bringing a total of $1.3 billion earnings from their five feature films. DiCaprio called his collaboration with Martin as "accidental" and considered Taxi Driver[image: External link] and Mean Streets[image: External link] as his inspiration of Martin's work. Discussing his collaboration his said, "I am almost about to turn 40, and I am looking back at some of the stuff I’ve gotten to do, and at the center of it is this amazing accidental collaboration that I’ve gotten to have with Marty."[3] Scorsese heard about DiCaprio by De Niro who worked with then 13-years old DiCaprio in This Boy's Life, and suggested his work to Scorsese as "impressive". Describing his first collaboration with Scorsese on Gangs of New York, he said, It was an incredible undertaking."[4]

DiCaprio thanks Scorsese in his acceptance speech at 88th Academy Awards[image: External link] while accepting the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link], saying "I have to thank everyone from the very onset of my career...to Mr. Jones[image: External link] for casting me in my first film to Mr. Scorsese for teaching me so much about the cinematic art form."[5]
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 Collaboration chart






	Title
	Release date
	Studio
	Budget
	Gross
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]



	Gangs of New York
	December 20, 2002
	Miramax Films

Touchstone Pictures[image: External link]
	$97 million
	$193 million
	75%[6]



	The Aviator
	December 25, 2004
	Warner Bros.[image: External link]

Miramax Films
	$110 million
	$213 million
	87%[7]



	The Departed
	October 6, 2006
	Warner Bros[image: External link].
	$90 million
	$289 million
	92%[8]



	Shutter Island
	February 19, 2010
	Paramount Pictures[image: External link]
	$80 million
	$294 million
	69%[9]



	The Wolf of Wall Street
	December 25, 2013
	$100 million
	$392 million
	77%[10]



	The Audition[image: External link]
	October 27, 2015
	Melco Crown Entertainment Limited[image: External link]
	$70 million
	-
	-
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 Gangs of New York




Main article: Gangs of New York


In 1999 Scorsese also produced a documentary on Italian filmmakers titled Il Mio Viaggio in Italia, also known as My Voyage to Italy[image: External link]. The documentary foreshadowed the director's next project, the epic Gangs of New York (2002), influenced by (amongst many others) major Italian directors such as Luchino Visconti[image: External link] and filmed in its entirety at Rome's famous Cinecittà[image: External link] film studios.

With a production budget said to be in excess of $100 million, Gangs of New York was Scorsese's biggest and arguably most mainstream venture to date. The film marked the first collaboration between Scorsese and DiCaprio. Director Scorsese initially struggled selling his idea of realizing the film until DiCaprio became interested in playing protagonist Amsterdam Vallon, a young leader of the Irish faction, and thus, Miramax Films got involved with financing the project.[11] The film became one of the success pillars in Leo's career. DiCaprio's acting was well-received but was overshadowed by Daniel Day-Lewis' performance among most critics.[12][13]
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 The Aviator




Main article: The Aviator (2004 film)


After collaborating in Gangs of New York, the duo worked on 2004 biopic The Aviator. Its centers the life of Howard Hughes (Played by DiCaprio), an aviation pioneer and director of Hell's Angels[image: External link]. The film portrays his life between the late 1920s and late 1940s, during which time Hughes became a successful film producer and an aviation magnate while simultaneously growing more unstable due to severe obsessive–compulsive disorder[image: External link] (OCD).

The film was a huge commercial and critical success earning 11-Academy Awards nomination at 77th Academy Awards[image: External link] the most for the ceremony.[14][15] DiCaprio received his second and first Best Actor nomination.

Roger Ebert of Chicago Sun-Times gave the film four stars out of four and described the film and its subject, Howard Hughes, in these terms: "What a sad man. What brief glory. What an enthralling film...There's a match here between Scorsese and his subject, perhaps because the director's own life journey allows him to see Howard Hughes with insight, sympathy – and, up to a point, with admiration. This is one of the year's best films."[16]
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 The Departed




Main article: The Departed


The duo's collaboration in 2006 crime-drama The Departed, emerged as one of the most successful films in their careers. DiCaprio played the role of Billy Costigan, a state trooper working undercover in an Irish Mob in Boston[image: External link]. Highly anticipated, the film was released to overwhelmingly positive reviews and became one of the highest-rated wide release films of 2006.[17] Budgeted at US$90 million, it also emerged as DiCaprio and Scorsese's highest-grossing collaboration to date, easily beating The Aviator´s previous record of US$213.7 million.[18]

DiCaprio's performance in The Departed was applauded by critics and earned him a Satellite Award for Best Supporting Actor.[19] The same year, both the Golden Globes and the Screen Actors Guild nominated DiCaprio twice in the Best Actor category (for other being Blood Diamond), however as per Academy rules of "only one nomination" in same category did not get him nominated for Best Actor, but he was nominated for Blood Diamond.[20][21][22] Scorsese won his first Best Director[image: External link] award, after six previous losses.[23] In 2008, The Departed was nominated for AFI's Top 10 Gangster Films list[image: External link].[24]
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 Shutter Island




Main article: Shutter Island (film)


2010's Shutter Island sees DiCaprio as a U.S. Marshal Edward "Teddy" Daniels, who is investigating a psychiatric facility located on an island and comes to question his own sanity. Receiving mixed to positive reviews, film was also a financial success. Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times gave the film 3½ stars out of 4 and wrote "the movie is about: atmosphere, ominous portents, the erosion of Teddy's confidence and even his identity. It's all done with flawless directorial command. Scorsese has fear to evoke, and he does it with many notes."[25]
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 The Wolf of Wall Street




Main article: The Wolf of Wall Street (2013 film)


In 2013, DiCaprio reunited with Scorsese for the film The Wolf of Wall Street, that became Scorsese's highest-grossing film worldwide.[26] The film is based on the memoir of the same name[image: External link] by Jordan Belfort and recounts his career as a stockbroker and the rampant corruption and fraud on Wall Street[image: External link] that led to his downfall. The film was listed on many critics Top Ten lists for the year and the decade[27] and received five Academy Awards nominations.[28]
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Martin Scorsese






"Scorsese" redirects here. For other people with the surname, see Scorsese (surname)[image: External link].

Martin Charles Scorsese[1] (/sko:r'sesi /[image: External link];[2] Italian:  [skorˈseːze][image: External link];[note 1] born November 17, 1942)[3][4][5][6] is an American director, producer, screenwriter, and film historian, whose career spans more than 50 years. Scorsese's body of work[image: External link] addresses such themes as Sicilian-American identity, Roman Catholic concepts of guilt and redemption[image: External link],[7] faith[image: External link],[8] machismo[image: External link], modern crime, and gang conflict. Many of his films are also known for their depiction of violence and liberal use of profanity[image: External link].

Part of the New Hollywood[image: External link] wave of filmmaking, he is widely regarded as one of the most significant and influential filmmakers in cinematic history. In 1990, he founded The Film Foundation[image: External link], a nonprofit organization dedicated to film preservation[image: External link], and in 2007 he founded the World Cinema Foundation[image: External link]. He is a recipient of the AFI Life Achievement Award[image: External link] for his contributions to the cinema, and has won an Academy Award, a Palme d'Or[image: External link], Cannes Film Festival Best Director Award[image: External link], Silver Lion[image: External link], Grammy Award[image: External link], Emmys[image: External link], Golden Globes, BAFTAs, and DGA Awards[image: External link].

He has directed works such as the crime film Mean Streets[image: External link] (1973), the vigilante-thriller Taxi Driver[image: External link] (1976), the biographical sports drama Raging Bull[image: External link] (1980), the black comedy The King of Comedy[image: External link] (1983), the religious epic drama The Last Temptation of Christ[image: External link] (1988), the crime film Goodfellas[image: External link] (1990), the psychological thriller Cape Fear[image: External link] (1991) and the crime film Casino[image: External link] (1995), some of which he collaborated on[image: External link] with actor and close friend Robert De Niro.[9] Scorsese has also been noted for his successful collaborations with actor Leonardo DiCaprio, having directed him in five films, beginning with Gangs of New York (2002) and most recently The Wolf of Wall Street (2013). Their third film together, The Departed, won Scorsese the Academy Award for Best Director in addition to the film winning the award for Best Picture. Their collaborations have resulted in numerous Academy Award nominations for both as well as them winning several other prestigious awards.

Scorsese's other film work includes the concert film The Last Waltz[image: External link] (1978), the black comedy After Hours[image: External link] (1985), the biographical drama The Aviator (2004), the psychological thriller Shutter Island (2010), the historical adventure drama Hugo[image: External link] (2011) and the religious epic Silence[image: External link] (2016). His work in television includes the pilot episode[image: External link] of the HBO[image: External link] series Boardwalk Empire[image: External link] and Vinyl[image: External link], the latter of which he also co-created. He won the Academy Award for Best Director[image: External link] for the crime drama The Departed (2006). With eight Best Director nominations, he is the most nominated living director and is tied with Billy Wilder[image: External link] for the second most nominations overall.



TOP
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 Early life




Scorsese was born in Queens[image: External link], New York. His family moved to Little Italy, Manhattan[image: External link], before he started school.[10] His father, Charles Scorsese[image: External link], and mother, Catherine Scorsese[image: External link] (born Cappa), both worked in New York's Garment District[image: External link]. His father was a clothes presser and an actor, and his mother was a seamstress and an actress.[11] His father's parents emigrated from Polizzi Generosa[image: External link], in the province of Palermo[image: External link], Sicily[image: External link], and his maternal grandparents were also from Palermo, precisely from Ciminna[image: External link]. Scorsese was raised in a devoutly Catholic environment.[3] As a boy, he had asthma[image: External link] and could not play sports or do any activities with other children, so his parents and his older brother would often take him to movie theaters; it was at this stage in his life that he developed a passion for cinema. As a teenager in the Bronx, Scorsese frequently rented Powell and Pressburger[image: External link]'s The Tales of Hoffmann[image: External link] (1951) from a store that had one copy of the reel. Scorsese was one of only two people who regularly rented that reel. The other was future Night Of The Living Dead director George A. Romero[image: External link].[12]

Scorsese has cited Sabu[image: External link] and Victor Mature[image: External link] as his favorite actors during his youth. He has also spoken of the influence of the 1947 Powell and Pressburger film Black Narcissus[image: External link], whose innovative techniques later impacted his filmmaking.[13] Enamored of historical epics in his adolescence, at least two films of the genre, Land of the Pharaohs[image: External link] and El Cid[image: External link], appear to have had a deep and lasting impact on his cinematic psyche. Scorsese also developed an admiration for neorealist cinema at this time. He recounted its influence in a documentary on Italian neorealism[image: External link], and commented on how Bicycle Thieves[image: External link] alongside Paisà[image: External link], Rome, Open City[image: External link] inspired him and how this influenced his view or portrayal of his Sicilian roots. In his documentary, Il Mio Viaggio in Italia[image: External link], Scorsese noted that the Sicilian episode of Roberto Rossellini[image: External link]'s Paisà, which he first saw on television alongside his relatives, who were themselves Sicilian immigrants, made a significant impact on his life.[14] He acknowledges owing a great debt to the French New Wave and has stated that "the French New Wave has influenced all filmmakers who have worked since, whether they saw the films or not."[15] He has also cited filmmakers including Satyajit Ray[image: External link], Ingmar Bergman[image: External link], Michelangelo Antonioni[image: External link], and Federico Fellini[image: External link] as a major influence on his career.[14][16][17][18][19] His initial desire to become a priest[20] while attending Cardinal Hayes High School[image: External link] in the Bronx gave way to cinema and consequently, Scorsese enrolled in NYU's Washington Square College[image: External link] (now known as the College of Arts and Science[image: External link]), where he earned a B.A. in English in 1964. He went on to earn his M.F.A. from NYU's School of the Arts (now known as the Tisch School of the Arts[image: External link]) in 1966, a year after the school was founded.[21]
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 Early career




Scorsese attended New York University[image: External link]'s Tisch School of the Arts[image: External link] (B.A., English, 1964; M.F.A.[image: External link], film, 1966)[22] making the short films What's a Nice Girl Like You Doing in a Place Like This?[image: External link] (1963) and It's Not Just You, Murray![image: External link] (1964). His most famous short of the period is the darkly comic The Big Shave[image: External link] (1967), which features Peter Bernuth. The film is an indictment of America's involvement in Vietnam[image: External link], suggested by its alternative title Viet '67.[23] Scorsese has mentioned on several occasions that he was greatly inspired in his early days at New York University by his Armenian American film professor Haig P. Manoogian[image: External link].

In 1967, Scorsese made his first feature-length film, the black and white I Call First, which was later retitled Who's That Knocking at My Door[image: External link] with his fellow students actor Harvey Keitel and editor Thelma Schoonmaker[image: External link], both of whom were to become long-term collaborators. This film was intended to be the first of Scorsese's semiautobiographical J. R. Trilogy, which also would have included a later film, Mean Streets[image: External link].
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 1970s




Scorsese became friends with the influential "movie brats" of the 1970s: Brian De Palma[image: External link], Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link], George Lucas[image: External link] and Steven Spielberg[image: External link].[5] It was Brian De Palma who introduced Scorsese to Robert De Niro. During this period he worked as the assistant director and one of the editors on the documentary Woodstock[image: External link] (1970) and met actor–director John Cassavetes[image: External link], who would also go on to become a close friend and mentor.

In 1972, Scorsese made the Depression[image: External link]-era exploiter Boxcar Bertha[image: External link] for B-movie[image: External link] producer Roger Corman[image: External link], who also helped directors such as Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link], James Cameron, and John Sayles[image: External link] launch their careers.[24] It was Corman who taught Scorsese that entertaining films could be shot with very little money or time, preparing the young director well for the challenges to come with Mean Streets[image: External link]. Following the film's release, Cassavetes encouraged Scorsese to make the films that he wanted to make, rather than someone else's projects.

Championed by influential film critic Pauline Kael[image: External link], Mean Streets was a breakthrough for Scorsese, De Niro, and Keitel. By now the signature Scorsese style was in place: macho posturing, bloody violence, Catholic guilt and redemption, gritty New York locale (though the majority of Mean Streets was actually shot in Los Angeles), rapid-fire editing and a soundtrack with contemporary music. Although the film was innovative, its wired atmosphere, edgy documentary style, and gritty street-level direction owed a debt to directors Cassavetes, Samuel Fuller[image: External link] and early Jean-Luc Godard[image: External link].[25]

In 1974, actress Ellen Burstyn[image: External link] chose Scorsese to direct her in Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link], for which she won an Academy Award for Best Actress. Although well regarded, the film remains an anomaly in the director's early career as it focuses on a central female character. Returning to Little Italy to explore his ethnic roots, Scorsese next came up with Italianamerican[image: External link], a documentary featuring his parents Charles and Catherine Scorsese.

Taxi Driver[image: External link] followed in 1976‍—‌Scorsese's dark, urban nightmare of one lonely man's slow descent into insanity. The film established Scorsese as an accomplished filmmaker and also brought attention to cinematographer Michael Chapman[image: External link], whose style tends towards high contrasts, strong colors, and complex camera movements. The film starred Robert De Niro as the troubled and psychotic Travis Bickle. The film co-starred Jodie Foster[image: External link] in a highly controversial role as an underage prostitute, and Harvey Keitel as her pimp, Matthew, called "Sport". Taxi Driver also marked the start of a series of collaborations between Scorsese and writer Paul Schrader[image: External link], whose influences included the diary of would-be assassin Arthur Bremer[image: External link] and Pickpocket[image: External link], a film by the French director Robert Bresson[image: External link]. Writer–director Schrader often returns to Bresson's work in films such as American Gigolo[image: External link], Light Sleeper[image: External link], and Scorsese's later Bringing Out the Dead[image: External link].[26] Already controversial upon its release, Taxi Driver hit the headlines again five years later, when John Hinckley, Jr.[image: External link] made an assassination attempt on then-president Ronald Reagan[image: External link]. He subsequently blamed his act on his obsession with Jodie Foster's Taxi Driver character (in the film, De Niro's character, Travis Bickle[image: External link], makes an assassination attempt on a senator).[27] Taxi Driver won the Palme d'Or[image: External link] at the 1976 Cannes Film Festival,[28] also receiving four Oscar nominations, including Best Picture[image: External link].

The critical success of Taxi Driver encouraged Scorsese to move ahead with his first big-budget project: the highly stylized musical New York, New York[image: External link]. This tribute to Scorsese's home town and the classic Hollywood musical was a box-office failure. The film was the director's third collaboration with Robert De Niro, co-starring with Liza Minnelli[image: External link]. The film is best remembered today for the title theme song, which was popularized by Frank Sinatra. Although possessing Scorsese's usual visual panache and stylistic bravura, many critics felt its enclosed studio-bound atmosphere left it leaden in comparison with his earlier work. Despite its weak reception, the film is positively regarded by some critics. Richard Brody in The New Yorker[image: External link] wrote: "For Scorsese, a lifelong cinephile, the essence of New York could be found in its depiction in classic Hollywood movies. Remarkably, his backward-looking tribute to the golden age of musicals and noirish romantic melodramas turned out to be one of his most freewheeling and personal films."[29]

The disappointing reception that New York, New York received drove Scorsese into depression. By this stage the director had also developed a serious cocaine[image: External link] addiction. However, he did find the creative drive to make the highly regarded The Last Waltz[image: External link], documenting the final concert by The Band[image: External link]. It was held at the Winterland Ballroom[image: External link] in San Francisco, and featured one of the most extensive lineups of prominent guest performers at a single concert, including Bob Dylan[image: External link], Neil Young[image: External link], Ringo Starr[image: External link], Muddy Waters[image: External link], Joni Mitchell[image: External link], Van Morrison[image: External link], Paul Butterfield[image: External link], Neil Diamond[image: External link], Ronnie Wood[image: External link], and Eric Clapton[image: External link]. However, Scorsese's commitments to other projects delayed the release of the film until 1978.


	Other works in 1970s



Another Scorsese-directed documentary, titled American Boy[image: External link], also appeared in 1978, focusing on Steven Prince, the cocky gun salesman who appeared in Taxi Driver. A period of wild partying followed, damaging the director's already fragile health. Scorsese also helped provide footage for the documentary Elvis on Tour[image: External link]. In 1977, he directed the Broadway musical The Act[image: External link], starring Liza Minnelli.[30]
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 1980s




By several accounts (Scorsese's included), Robert De Niro practically saved Scorsese's life when he persuaded Scorsese to kick his cocaine[image: External link] addiction to make his highly regarded film Raging Bull[image: External link]. Convinced that he would never make another movie, he poured his energies into making this violent biopic of middleweight boxing champion Jake LaMotta[image: External link], calling it a kamikaze[image: External link] method of film-making.[31] The film is widely viewed as a masterpiece and was voted the greatest film of the 1980s by Britain's Sight & Sound[image: External link] magazine.[32][33] It received eight Oscar nominations, including Best Picture, Best Actor[image: External link] for Robert De Niro, and Scorsese's first for Best Director[image: External link]. De Niro won, as did Thelma Schoonmaker[image: External link] for editing, but Best Director went to Robert Redford for Ordinary People[image: External link]. From this work onwards, Scorsese's films are always labeled as "A Martin Scorsese Picture" on promotional material. Raging Bull, filmed in high contrast black and white, is where Scorsese's style reached its zenith: Taxi Driver and New York, New York had used elements of expressionism[image: External link] to replicate psychological points of view, but here the style was taken to new extremes, employing extensive slow-motion, complex tracking shots, and extravagant distortion of perspective (for example, the size of boxing rings would change from fight to fight).[34] Thematically too, the concerns carried on from Mean Streets and Taxi Driver: insecure males, violence, guilt, and redemption.

Although the screenplay for Raging Bull was credited to Paul Schrader and Mardik Martin (who earlier co-wrote Mean Streets), the finished script differed extensively from Schrader's original draft. It was rewritten several times by various writers including Jay Cocks[image: External link] (who went on to co-script later Scorsese films The Age of Innocence[image: External link] and Gangs of New York). The final draft was largely written by Scorsese and Robert De Niro.[35] The American Film Institute[image: External link] chose Raging Bull as the No. 1 American sports film on their list of the top 10 sports films[image: External link]. In 1997, the Institute ranked Raging Bull as the 24th greatest film of all time on their AFI's 100 Years...100 Movies[image: External link] list. In 2007, they ranked Raging Bull as the 4th greatest film of all time on their AFI's 100 Years...100 Movies (10th Anniversary Edition)[image: External link] list.

Scorsese's next project was his fifth collaboration with Robert De Niro, The King of Comedy[image: External link] (1983). It is a satire[image: External link] on the world of media and celebrity, whose central character is a troubled loner who ironically becomes famous through a criminal act ( kidnapping[image: External link]).[36] The film was an obvious departure from the more emotionally committed films he had become associated with. Visually, it was far less kinetic than the style Scorsese had developed up until this point, often using a static camera and long takes.[37] The expressionism of his previous work, here gave way to moments of almost total surrealism[image: External link]. It still bore many of Scorsese's trademarks, however. The King of Comedy failed at the box office, but has become increasingly well regarded by critics in the years since its release. German director Wim Wenders[image: External link] numbered it among his 15 favorite films.[38]

With After Hours[image: External link] (1985) Scorsese made an aesthetic shift back to a pared-down, almost "underground" film-making style. Filmed on an extremely low budget, on location, and at night in the SoHo[image: External link] neighborhood of Manhattan, the film is a black comedy about one increasingly misfortunate night for a mild New York word processor (Griffin Dunne[image: External link]) and featured cameos by such disparate actors as Teri Garr[image: External link] and Cheech and Chong[image: External link].

Along with the 1987 Michael Jackson[image: External link] music video " Bad[image: External link]", in 1986 Scorsese made The Color of Money[image: External link], a sequel to the much admired Robert Rossen[image: External link] film The Hustler[image: External link] (1961) with Paul Newman[image: External link], which co-starred Tom Cruise. Although adhering to Scorsese's established style, The Color of Money was the director's first official foray into mainstream[image: External link] film-making. The film finally won actor Paul Newman an Oscar and gave Scorsese the clout to finally secure backing for a project that had been a longtime goal for him: The Last Temptation of Christ.

In 1983, Scorsese began work on a long-cherished personal project, The Last Temptation of Christ[image: External link], based on the 1951 (English translation 1960) novel written by Nikos Kazantzakis[image: External link]. Barbara Hershey[image: External link] recalls introducing Scorsese to the book while they were filming Boxcar Bertha[image: External link].[39] The film was slated to shoot under the Paramount Pictures[image: External link] banner, but shortly before principal photography was to commence, Paramount pulled the plug on the project, citing pressure from religious groups. In this aborted 1983 version, Aidan Quinn[image: External link] was cast as Jesus, and Sting[image: External link] was cast as Pontius Pilate[image: External link]. (In the 1988 version, these roles were played respectively by Willem Dafoe and David Bowie[image: External link].) After his mid-1980s flirtation with commercial Hollywood, Scorsese made a major return to personal film-making with the Paul Schrader[image: External link]–scripted The Last Temptation of Christ in 1988. Based on Nikos Kazantzakis's[image: External link] controversial 1960 book, it retold the life of Christ[image: External link] in human rather than divine terms. Even prior to its release the film caused a massive furor, worldwide protests against its blasphemy[image: External link] effectively turning a low budget independent movie into a media sensation.[40] Most controversy centered on the final passages of the film, which depicted Christ marrying and raising a family with Mary Magdalene[image: External link] in a Satan[image: External link]-induced hallucination[image: External link] while on the cross.

Looking past the controversy, The Last Temptation of Christ gained critical acclaim and remains an important work in Scorsese's canon: an explicit attempt to wrestle with the spirituality underpinning his films up until that point. The director went on to receive his second nomination for a Best Director Academy Award (again unsuccessfully, this time losing to Barry Levinson for Rain Man[image: External link]).


	Other works in 1980s



Scorsese made a brief cameo appearance[image: External link] in the film Anna Pavlova[image: External link] (also known as A Woman for All Time), originally intended to be directed by one of his heroes, Michael Powell[image: External link]. This led to a more significant role in Bertrand Tavernier[image: External link]'s jazz[image: External link] film Round Midnight[image: External link]. He also made a brief venture into television, directing an episode of Steven Spielberg[image: External link]'s Amazing Stories[image: External link].

Along with directors Woody Allen and Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link], in 1989 Scorsese provided one of three segments in the portmanteau film New York Stories[image: External link], called "Life Lessons".
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 1990s




After a decade of mostly mixed results, gangster epic Goodfellas[image: External link] (1990) was a return to form for Scorsese and his most confident and fully realized film since Raging Bull. De Niro and Joe Pesci offered a virtuoso display of the director's bravura cinematic technique in the film and re-established, enhanced, and consolidated his reputation. After the film was released Roger Ebert, a friend and supporter of Scorsese, named Goodfellas "the best mob movie ever" and is ranked No. 1 on Roger's movie list for 1990, along with Gene Siskel[image: External link] and Peter Travers[image: External link], the film is widely considered one of the director's greatest achievements.[41][42][43] The film was nominated for six Academy Awards, including Best Picture[image: External link] and Best Director[image: External link], Scorsese earned his third Best Director[image: External link] nomination for Goodfellas but again lost to a first-time director, Kevin Costner (Dances with Wolves[image: External link]). Joe Pesci earned the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for his performance in Goodfellas. Scorsese and the film won numerous awards, including five BAFTA[image: External link] Awards, a Silver Lion[image: External link] and more. The American Film Institute[image: External link] put Goodfellas at No. 94 on the AFI's 100 Years...100 Movies[image: External link] list. On the 2007 updated version they moved Goodfellas up to No. 92 on the AFI's 100 Years...100 Movies list (10th Anniversary Edition)[image: External link] and they put Goodfellas at No. 2 on their list of the top 10 gangster films[image: External link] (after The Godfather[image: External link]).

In 1990, he also released his only short-form documentary: Made in Milan[image: External link] about fashion designer Giorgio Armani[image: External link]. The following year brought Cape Fear[image: External link], a remake of a cult 1962 movie[image: External link] of the same name and the director's seventh collaboration with De Niro. Another foray into the mainstream, the film was a stylized thriller taking its cues heavily from Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link] and Charles Laughton's The Night of the Hunter[image: External link] (1955). Cape Fear received a mixed critical reception and was lambasted in many quarters for its scenes depicting misogynistic[image: External link] violence. However, the lurid subject matter gave Scorsese a chance to experiment with visual tricks and effects. The film garnered two Oscar nominations. Earning $80 million domestically, it stood as Scorsese's most commercially successful release until The Aviator (2004), and then The Departed (2006). The film also marked the first time Scorsese used wide-screen Panavision with an aspect ratio of 2.35:1.

The Age of Innocence[image: External link] (1993) was a significant departure for Scorsese, a period adaptation of the Edith Wharton[image: External link] novel[image: External link] about the constrictive high society of late-19th century New York. It was highly lauded by critics upon original release, but was a box office bomb[image: External link], making an overall loss. As noted in Scorsese on Scorsese by editor–interviewer Ian Christie, the news that Scorsese wanted to make a film about a failed 19th-century romance raised many eyebrows among the film fraternity; all the more when Scorsese made it clear that it was a personal project and not a studio for-hire job.

Scorsese was interested in doing a "romantic piece". His friend Jay Cocks[image: External link] gave him the Wharton novel in 1980, suggesting that this should be the romantic piece Scorsese should film as Cocks felt it best represented his sensibility. In Scorsese on Scorsese he noted that


Although the film deals with New York aristocracy and a period of New York history that has been neglected, and although it deals with code and ritual, and with love that's not unrequited but unconsummated—which pretty much covers all the themes I usually deal with—when I read the book, I didn't say, "Oh good, all those themes are here."



Scorsese, who was strongly drawn to the characters and the story of Wharton's text, wanted his film to be as rich an emotional experience as the book was to him rather than the traditional academic adaptations of literary works. To this aim, Scorsese sought influence from diverse period films that made an emotional impact on him. In Scorsese on Scorsese, he documents influences from films such as Luchino Visconti[image: External link]'s Senso[image: External link] and his Il Gattopardo[image: External link] as well as Orson Welles[image: External link]'s The Magnificent Ambersons[image: External link] and also Roberto Rossellini[image: External link]'s La prise de pouvoir par Louis XIV[image: External link]. Although The Age of Innocence was ultimately different from these films in terms of narrative, story, and thematic concern, the presence of a lost society, of lost values as well as detailed re-creations of social customs and rituals continues the tradition of these films. It came back into the public eye, especially in countries such as the UK and France, but still is largely neglected in North America. The film earned five Academy Award nominations (including for Scorsese for Best Adapted Screenplay), winning the Costume Design Oscar. This was his first collaboration with the Academy Award–winning actor Daniel Day-Lewis, with whom he would work again in Gangs of New York.

1995's expansive Casino[image: External link], like The Age of Innocence before it, focused on a tightly wound male whose well-ordered life is disrupted by the arrival of unpredictable forces. The fact that it was a violent gangster film made it more palatable to fans of the director who perhaps were baffled by the apparent departure of the earlier film. Casino was a box office success,[44] but the film received mixed notices from critics. In large part this was due to its huge stylistic similarities to his earlier Goodfellas, and its excessive violence that garnered it a reputation as possibly the most violent American gangster film ever made. Indeed, many of the tropes and tricks of the earlier film resurfaced more or less intact, most obviously the casting of both Robert De Niro and Joe Pesci, Pesci once again playing an unbridled psychopath. Sharon Stone was nominated for the Best Actress Academy Award[image: External link] for her performance. During the filming Scorsese played a background part as a gambler at one of the tables.

Scorsese still found time for a four-hour documentary in 1995, titled A Personal Journey with Martin Scorsese Through American Movies[image: External link], offering a thorough trek through American cinema. It covered the silent era to 1969, a year after which Scorsese began his feature career, stating, "I wouldn't feel right commenting on myself or my contemporaries." In the four-hour documentary, Scorsese lists the four aspects of the director he believes are the most important as (1) the director as storyteller; (2) the director as an illusionist: D.W. Griffith or F. W. Murnau, who created new editing techniques among other innovations that made the appearance of sound and color possible later on; (3) the director as a smuggler—filmmakers such as Douglas Sirk, Samuel Fuller, and Vincente Minnelli, who used to hide subversive messages in their films; and (4) the director as iconoclast.

If The Age of Innocence alienated and confused some fans, then Kundun[image: External link] (1997) went several steps further, offering an account of the early life of Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama[image: External link], the People's Liberation Army[image: External link]'s entering of Tibet[image: External link], and the Dalai Lama's subsequent exile to India. Not least a departure in subject matter, Kundun also saw Scorsese employing a fresh narrative and visual approach. Traditional dramatic devices were substituted for a trance-like meditation achieved through an elaborate tableau[image: External link] of colorful visual images.[45] The film was a source of turmoil for its distributor, Buena Vista Pictures[image: External link], which was planning significant expansion into the Chinese market at the time. Initially defiant in the face of pressure from Chinese officials, Disney has since distanced itself from the project, hurting Kundun’s commercial profile. In the short term, the sheer eclecticism in evidence enhanced the director's reputation. In the long term, however, it generally appears Kundun has been sidelined in most critical appraisals of the director, mostly noted as a stylistic and thematic detour. Kundun was the director's second attempt to profile the life of a great religious leader, following The Last Temptation of Christ.

Bringing Out the Dead[image: External link] (1999) was a return to familiar territory, with the director and writer Paul Schrader constructing a pitch-black comic take on their own earlier Taxi Driver.[46] Like previous Scorsese–Schrader collaborations, its final scenes of spiritual redemption explicitly recalled the films of Robert Bresson.[47] (It is also worth noting that the film's incident-filled nocturnal setting is reminiscent of After Hours.) It received generally positive reviews,[48] although not the universal critical acclaim of some of his other films. It stars Nicolas Cage, Ving Rhames[image: External link], John Goodman[image: External link], Tom Sizemore[image: External link], and Patricia Arquette[image: External link].


	Other works in 1990s



In 1990, Scorsese acted in a cameo role as Vincent van Gogh[image: External link] in the film Dreams[image: External link] by Japanese director Akira Kurosawa[image: External link]. In 1994, Scorsese's cameo appearance in the Robert Redford film Quiz Show is remembered for the telling line: "You see, the audience didn't tune in to watch some amazing display of intellectual ability. They just wanted to watch the money." De Fina-Cappa was the production company he formed that same year with producer Barbara De Fina[image: External link].[49]

Since the 1990s, Scorsese has increased his role as a film producer. Scorsese produced a wide range of films, including major Hollywood studio productions (Mad Dog and Glory[image: External link], Clockers[image: External link]), low-budget independent films (The Grifters[image: External link], Naked in New York[image: External link], Grace of My Heart[image: External link], Search and Destroy[image: External link], The Hi-Lo Country[image: External link]), and even foreign film (Con gli occhi chiusi[image: External link]).
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 2000s




In 1999 Scorsese also produced a documentary on Italian filmmakers titled Il Mio Viaggio in Italia, also known as My Voyage to Italy[image: External link]. The documentary foreshadowed the director's next project, the epic Gangs of New York (2002), influenced by (amongst many others) major Italian directors such as Luchino Visconti[image: External link] and filmed in its entirety at Rome's famous Cinecittà[image: External link] film studios.

With a production budget said to be in excess of $100 million, Gangs of New York was Scorsese's biggest and arguably most mainstream venture to date. Like The Age of Innocence, it was set in 19th-century New York, although focusing on the other end of the social scale (and like that film, also starring Daniel Day-Lewis). The film also marked the first collaboration between Scorsese and actor Leonardo DiCaprio, who since then has become a fixture in later Scorsese films. The production was highly troubled, with many rumors referring to the director's conflict with Miramax boss Harvey Weinstein[image: External link].[50] Despite denials of artistic compromise, Gangs of New York revealed itself to be the director's most conventional film: standard film tropes that the director had traditionally avoided, such as characters existing purely for exposition[image: External link] purposes and explanatory flashbacks[image: External link], here surfaced in abundance.[51][52][53] The original score composed by regular Scorsese collaborator Elmer Bernstein[image: External link] was rejected at a late stage for a score by Howard Shore[image: External link] and mainstream rock artists U2[image: External link] and Peter Gabriel[image: External link].[54]

The final cut of the movie ran to 168 minutes, while the director's original cut was over 180 minutes in length.[51] The film still received generally positive reviews with the review tallying website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reporting that 75 percent of the reviews they tallied for the film were positive and summarizing the critics by saying, "Though flawed, the sprawling, messy Gangs of New York is redeemed by impressive production design and Day-Lewis's electrifying performance."[55] The themes central to the film were consistent with the director's established concerns: New York, violence as culturally endemic, and subcultural divisions down ethnic lines. Originally filmed for a release in the winter of 2001 (to qualify for Academy Award nominations), Scorsese delayed the final production of the film until after the beginning of 2002; the studio consequently delayed the film for nearly a year until its release in the Oscar season[image: External link] of late 2002.[56] Gangs of New York earned Scorsese his first Golden Globe for Best Director. In February 2003, Gangs of New York received 10 Academy Award nominations, including Best Picture, Best Director, and Best Actor for Daniel Day-Lewis; however, it did not win in any category.

The following year Scorsese completed production of The Blues[image: External link], an expansive seven-part documentary tracing the history of blues music from its African roots to the Mississippi Delta and beyond. Seven film-makers including Wim Wenders[image: External link], Clint Eastwood, Mike Figgis[image: External link], and Scorsese himself each contributed a 90-minute film (Scorsese's entry was titled "Feel Like Going Home").

Scorsese's film The Aviator (2004) is a lavish, large-scale biopic of eccentric aviation pioneer and film mogul Howard Hughes and reunited Scorsese with actor Leonardo DiCaprio. The film received highly positive reviews.[57][58][59][60][61] The film also met with widespread box office success and gained Academy recognition.

The Aviator was nominated for six Golden Globe awards[image: External link], including Best Motion Picture—Drama[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Screenplay[image: External link], and Best Actor—Motion Picture Drama for Leonardo DiCaprio. It won three, including Best Motion Picture—Drama[image: External link] and Best Actor—Motion Picture Drama. In January 2005 The Aviator became the most-nominated film of the 77th Academy Awards[image: External link] nominations, nominated in 11 categories including Best Picture[image: External link]. The film also garnered nominations in nearly all of the other major categories, including a fifth Best Director[image: External link] nomination for Scorsese, Best Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link] (Leonardo DiCaprio), Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link] (Cate Blanchett[image: External link]), and Alan Alda for Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]. Despite having a leading tally, the film ended up with only five Oscars: Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link], Best Art Direction[image: External link], Best Costume Design[image: External link], Best Film Editing[image: External link] and Best Cinematography[image: External link]. Scorsese lost again, this time to director Clint Eastwood for Million Dollar Baby[image: External link] (which also won Best Picture).

No Direction Home[image: External link] is a documentary film by Martin Scorsese that tells of the life of Bob Dylan[image: External link], and his impact on American popular music and culture of the 20th century. The film does not cover Dylan's entire career; it focuses on his beginnings, his rise to fame in the 1960s, his then-controversial transformation[image: External link] from an acoustic guitar–based musician and performer to an electric guitar–influenced sound and his "retirement" from touring in 1966 following an infamous motorcycle accident. The film was first presented on television in both the United States (as part of the PBS[image: External link] American Masters[image: External link] series) and the United Kingdom (as part of the BBC Two[image: External link] Arena[image: External link] series) on September 26–27, 2005. A DVD version of the film was released that same month. The film won a Peabody Award and the Grammy Award for Best Long Form Music Video[image: External link]. In addition, Scorsese received an Emmy[image: External link] nomination for it.

Scorsese returned to the crime genre with the Boston-set thriller The Departed, based on the Hong Kong police drama Infernal Affairs[image: External link] (which is co-directed by Andrew Lau[image: External link] and Alan Mak[image: External link]). The film continued Scorsese's collaboration streak with Leonardo DiCaprio, and was his first collaboration with Matt Damon, Jack Nicholson, Mark Wahlberg, and Martin Sheen.

The Departed opened to widespread critical acclaim, with some proclaiming it as one of the best efforts Scorsese had brought to the screen since 1990s Goodfellas[image: External link],[62][63] and still others putting it at the same level as Scorsese's most celebrated classics Taxi Driver and Raging Bull.[64][65] With domestic box office receipts surpassing US$[image: External link]129.4 million, The Departed was Scorsese's highest-grossing film (not accounting for inflation) until 2010's Shutter Island.

Martin Scorsese's direction of The Departed earned him his second Golden Globe for Best Director, as well as a Critics' Choice Award, his first Directors Guild of America[image: External link] Award, and the Academy Award for Best Director. While being presented with the award, Scorsese poked fun at his previous track record of nominations, asking "Could you double-check the envelope?" It was presented to him by his longtime friends and colleagues Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link], George Lucas[image: External link], and Steven Spielberg[image: External link]. The Departed also received the Academy Award for the Best Motion Picture of 2006, Best Adapted Screenplay, and Best Film Editing by longtime Scorsese editor Thelma Schoonmaker[image: External link], her third win for a Scorsese film.

Shine a Light[image: External link] is a concert film of rock and roll[image: External link] band The Rolling Stones[image: External link]' performances at New York City's Beacon Theater[image: External link] on October 29 and November 1, 2006, intercut with brief news and interview footage from throughout the band's career. The film was initially scheduled for release on September 21, 2007, but Paramount Classics[image: External link] postponed its general release until April 2008. Its world premiere was at the opening of the 58th Berlinale[image: External link] Film Festival on February 7, 2008.


	Other works in 2000s



In the 2000s, Scorsese produced several films for upcoming directors, such as You Can Count on Me[image: External link] (directed by Kenneth Lonergan[image: External link]), Rain (directed by Katherine Lindberg), Lymelife[image: External link] (directed by Derick Martini[image: External link]) and The Young Victoria[image: External link] (directed by Jean-Marc Vallée[image: External link]). At that time, he established Sikelia Productions.[66] In 2003, producer Emma Tillinger Koskoff[image: External link] joined the company.[67]

Scorsese also produced several documentaries, such as The Soul of a Man[image: External link] (directed by Wim Wenders[image: External link]) and Lightning in a Bottle (directed by Antoine Fuqua[image: External link]).
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 2010s




On October 22, 2007, Daily Variety reported that Scorsese would reunite with Leonardo DiCaprio on a fourth picture, Shutter Island. Principal photography on the Laeta Kalogridis screenplay, based on the novel of the same name by Dennis Lehane, began in Massachusetts[image: External link] in March 2008.[68][69] In December 2007, actors Mark Ruffalo, Max von Sydow[image: External link], Ben Kingsley, and Michelle Williams[image: External link] joined the cast,[70][71] marking the first time these four actors have worked with Scorsese. The film was released on February 19, 2010.[72] On May 20, 2010, the film was Scorsese's highest-grossing film.[73]

Scorsese directed the series premiere[image: External link] for Boardwalk Empire[image: External link], an HBO[image: External link] drama series,[74] starring Steve Buscemi[image: External link] and Michael Pitt[image: External link], and based on Nelson Johnson's book Boardwalk Empire: The Birth, High Times and Corruption of Atlantic City.[75] Terence Winter[image: External link], who previously wrote for The Sopranos[image: External link], created the series. In addition to directing the pilot (for which he won the 2011 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Directing), Scorsese also served as an executive producer on the series.[75] The series premiered on September 19, 2010, and was broadcast for five seasons.[75]

Scorsese directed the three-and-a-half-hour documentary George Harrison: Living in the Material World[image: External link] about the life and music of former Beatles[image: External link] member George Harrison[image: External link], which premiered in the United States on HBO[image: External link] over two parts on October 5 and 6, 2011.[76]

Hugo[image: External link] is a 3D[image: External link] adventure[image: External link] drama film based on Brian Selznick's[image: External link] novel The Invention of Hugo Cabret[image: External link]. The film stars Asa Butterfield[image: External link], Chloë Grace Moretz[image: External link], Ben Kingsley, Sacha Baron Cohen[image: External link], Ray Winstone, Emily Mortimer[image: External link], Christopher Lee[image: External link] and Jude Law[image: External link]. The film has been met with critical acclaim[77][78] and earned Scorsese his third Golden Globe Award for Best Director[image: External link]. The film was also nominated for 11 Academy Awards, winning five of them and becoming tied with Michel Hazanavicius's[image: External link] film The Artist[image: External link] for the most Academy Awards won by a single film in 2011. Hugo also won two BAFTA[image: External link] awards, among other numerous awards and nominations[image: External link]. Hugo is Scorsese's first 3D[image: External link] film and was released in the United States on November 23, 2011.[79]

Scorsese's 2013 film, The Wolf of Wall Street,[80] is an American biographical black comedy[image: External link] based on Jordan Belfort's memoir of the same name. The screenplay was written by Terence Winter and starred Leonardo DiCaprio as Belfort, along with Jonah Hill[image: External link], Matthew McConaughey, and others. The film marked the fifth collaboration between Scorsese and DiCaprio and the second between Scorsese and Winter after Boardwalk Empire. It was released on December 25, 2013.

The film tells the story of a New York stockbroker, played by DiCaprio, who engages in a large securities fraud[image: External link] case involving corruption on Wall Street, stock manipulation, namely the practice of "pump and dump[image: External link]" and the corporate banking world. DiCaprio was given the award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy at the 2014 Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], with the film being nominated for Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link] as well. Also, The Wolf of Wall Street was nominated for five Academy Awards, including Best Picture[image: External link], Best Actor[image: External link] for Leonardo DiCaprio, Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for Jonah Hill, Best Director[image: External link] for Martin Scorsese, and Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link] for Terence Winter but did not win in any category.[81] In a 2016 critics' poll conducted by BBC[image: External link], the film was ranked one of the 100 greatest motion pictures since 2000.[82]

Scorsese and David Tedeschi made a documentary about the history of the New York Review of Books[image: External link], titled The 50 Year Argument[image: External link]. It screened as a work in progress at the Berlin International Film Festival in February 2014 and premiered in June 2014 at the Sheffield Doc/Fest[image: External link].[83][84] It was also screened in Oslo[image: External link],[85] and Jerusalem[image: External link][86] before being shown on the BBC's Arena[image: External link] series in July[87] and at Telluride[image: External link] in August.[88] In September, it was seen at the Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link][89] and is scheduled for the Calgary[image: External link][90] and the New York Film Festival[image: External link].[91] It aired on HBO on September 29, 2014.[92]

Scorsese directed The Audition[image: External link], a short film that also served as a promotional piece for casinos Studio City[image: External link] in Macau[image: External link] and City of Dreams[image: External link] in Manila, Philippines[image: External link]. The short brought together Scorsese's long-time muses Leonardo DiCaprio and Robert De Niro for the first time under his direction. The short film featured the two actors, playing fictionalized versions of themselves, competing for a role in Scorsese's next film. It was Scorsese's first collaboration with De Niro in two decades.[93] The film premiered in October 2015 in conjunction with the grand opening of Studio City[image: External link].[94]

Scorsese directed the pilot for Vinyl[image: External link] written by Terence Winter and George Mastras[image: External link], with Mick Jagger[image: External link] producing and Mastras as showrunner[image: External link]. The series stars Bobby Cannavale[image: External link] as Richie Finestra, founder and president of a top-tier record label, set in 1970s New York City[image: External link]'s drug-and sex-fueled music business as punk and disco were breaking out, all told through the eyes of Finestra trying to resurrect his label and find the next new sound. On July 25, 2014, Mick Jagger tweeted from the set, confirming that the filming had started.[95] Co-stars include Ray Romano[image: External link], Olivia Wilde[image: External link], Juno Temple[image: External link], Andrew Dice Clay[image: External link], Ato Essandoh[image: External link], Max Casella[image: External link], and James Jagger. On December 2, 2014, Vinyl was picked up by HBO.[96]

Scorsese has long anticipated filming an adaptation of Shūsaku Endō[image: External link]'s novel Silence[image: External link], a drama about the lives of two Portuguese Jesuit[image: External link] priests in Japan during the 17th century. Scorsese had originally planned Silence as his next project following Shutter Island.[97] On April 19, 2013, financing was secured for Silence[image: External link] by Emmett/Furla Films[image: External link],[98] and filming began in January 2015. By November 2016, the film had completed post-production. It was written by Jay Cocks and Scorsese, based on the novel, and stars Andrew Garfield[image: External link], Liam Neeson[image: External link], and Adam Driver[image: External link].[99] The film was released on December 23, 2016.[100][101]

He asked to be an executive producer of The Third Side of the River[image: External link] (directed by Scorsese's protege Celina Murga).[102]
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 Future films




Scorsese is attached to direct The Irishman, which will star Robert De Niro, Joe Pesci, and Al Pacino.[103] He had also reported that his long-planned Frank Sinatra biopic was coming up, with Phil Alden Robinson[image: External link] writing the screenplay.[104] However, while promoting Silence, Scorsese confirmed that the Sinatra biopic has been cancelled, due to a lack of support from the Sinatra estate.[105]

One of Scorsese's next documentary features will be a film on former president Bill Clinton for HBO[image: External link]. "A towering figure who remains a major voice in world issues, President Clinton continues to shape the political dialogue both here and around the world," Scorsese said. "Through intimate conversations, I hope to provide greater insight into this transcendent figure."[106] In August 2014, the estate of influential punk rock[image: External link] band The Ramones[image: External link] claimed a biopic of the band was in the works with Scorsese's involvement.[107] In October 2014, it was announced that Scorsese will produce a yet-to-be-named documentary about the Grateful Dead[image: External link] directed by Amir Bar-Lev[image: External link].[108] Surviving members Bob Weir[image: External link], Mickey Hart[image: External link], Bill Kreutzmann[image: External link] and Phil Lesh[image: External link] have agreed to new interviews for the film.

In March 2015, it was reported that Scorsese will direct a Mike Tyson[image: External link] biopic. The film is set to star Oscar-winning actor Jamie Foxx to play Tyson. Foxx mentioned that, "This will be the first boxing movie that Martin Scorsese has done since Raging Bull[image: External link]." The Mike Tyson film that Terence Winter[image: External link] (The Wolf of Wall Street, Boardwalk Empire[image: External link]) is penning will cover the full breadth of his career, reportedly using the aging technology deployed in David Fincher[image: External link]'s The Curious Case of Benjamin Button[image: External link].[109] It has since been announced that Scorsese will instead produce, rather than direct the project.[105] On August 10, 2015, it was announced that Scorsese will direct an adaptation of The Devil in the White City, which will star Leonardo DiCaprio and be written by Billy Ray.[110]

Variety reported in January 2016 that Scorsese is also producing a biopic based on the life of classical pianist Byron Janis[image: External link], with Peter Glanz writing a screenplay based on Janis' own book, Chopin and Beyond: My Extraordinary Life in Music and the Paranormal. Paramount Pictures[image: External link] will distribute the film.[111]

On April 29, 2016, it was announced that Scorsese was in early talks to direct The General, a film based on the life of George Washington[image: External link], in which he hopes to get Leonardo DiCaprio on board.[112][105] He has also expressed interest in directing an adaptation of Home[image: External link], the 2008 novel by Marilynne Robinson[image: External link].[105]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Personal life




Scorsese has been married five times. His first wife was Laraine Marie Brennan; they have a daughter, Catherine. He married the writer Julia Cameron[image: External link] in 1976; they have a daughter (Domenica Cameron-Scorsese, who is an actress and appeared in The Age of Innocence[image: External link]), but the marriage lasted only a year. The divorce was acrimonious and served as the basis of Cameron's first feature, the dark comedy God's Will,[113] which also starred their daughter, Domenica.[114][115] Their daughter also had a small role in Cape Fear using the name Domenica Scorsese and has continued to act, write, direct, and produce.[116] Scorsese was married to actress Isabella Rossellini[image: External link] from 1979 to their divorce in 1983.[117] He then married producer Barbara De Fina[image: External link] in 1985; their marriage ended in divorce as well, in 1991. Scorsese has been married to Helen Schermerhorn Morris since 1999. They have a daughter, Francesca, who appeared in The Departed and The Aviator. He is based in New York City[image: External link].

Scorsese has commented, "I'm a lapsed Catholic[image: External link]. But I am Roman Catholic; there's no way out of it."[118] In 2010 The Wall Street Journal reported that Scorsese was supporting the David Lynch Foundation[image: External link]'s initiative to help 10,000 military veterans overcome posttraumatic stress disorder[image: External link] through Transcendental Meditation[image: External link],[119] and Scorsese has publicly discussed his own practice of TM.[120]
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 Favorite films




In the 2012 Sight & Sound[image: External link] polls, held every 10 years to select the greatest films of all time, contemporary directors were asked to select 10 films of their choice. Scorsese, however, picked 12, which are listed below:[121]


	2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link]

	8½[image: External link]

	Ashes and Diamonds[image: External link]

	Citizen Kane[image: External link]

	The Leopard[image: External link]

	Paisà[image: External link]

	The Red Shoes[image: External link]

	The River[image: External link]

	Salvatore Giuliano[image: External link]

	The Searchers[image: External link]

	Ugetsu Monogatari[image: External link]

	Vertigo[image: External link]
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 Honors




In 1997, Scorsese received the AFI Life Achievement Award[image: External link]. In 1998, the American Film Institute[image: External link] placed three Scorsese films on their list of the greatest American movies[image: External link]: Raging Bull[image: External link] at #24, Taxi Driver[image: External link] at #47, and Goodfellas[image: External link] at #94. For their tenth anniversary edition of the list[image: External link], Raging Bull was moved to #4, Taxi Driver was moved to #52, and Goodfellas was moved to #92.[122] In 2001, the American Film Institute placed two Scorsese films on their list of the most "heart-pounding movies" in American cinema[image: External link]: Taxi Driver at #22 and Raging Bull at #51. At a ceremony in Paris, France, on January 5, 2005, Martin Scorsese was awarded the French Legion of Honour[image: External link] in recognition of his contribution to cinema. On February 8, 2006, at the 48th Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link], Scorsese was awarded the Grammy Award for Best Long Form Music Video[image: External link] for No Direction Home[image: External link].

In 2007, Scorsese was listed among Time magazine's 100 Most Influential People in The World.[123] In August 2007, Scorsese was named the second-greatest director of all time in a poll by Total Film[image: External link] magazine, in front of Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and behind Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link].[124] In 2007, Scorsese was honored by the National Italian American Foundation[image: External link] (N.I.A.F.) at the nonprofit's thirty-second Anniversary Gala. During the ceremony, Scorsese helped launch N.I.A.F.'s Jack Valenti[image: External link] Institute, which provides support to Italian film students in the U.S., in memory of former foundation board member and past president of the Motion Picture Association of America (M.P.A.A.) Jack Valenti. Scorsese received his award from Mary Margaret Valenti, Valenti's widow. Certain pieces of Scorsese's film related material and personal papers are contained in the Wesleyan University[image: External link] Cinema Archives, to which scholars and media experts from around the world may have full access.[125] On September 11, 2007, the Kennedy Center Honors[image: External link] committee, which recognizes career excellence and cultural influence, named Scorsese as one of the honorees for the year. On June 17, 2008, the American Film Institute placed two of Scorsese's films on the AFI's 10 Top 10[image: External link] list: Raging Bull at #1 for the Sports[image: External link] genre and Goodfellas at #2 for the Gangster[image: External link] genre. In 2013, the staff of Entertainment Weekly voted Mean Streets the seventh greatest film ever made.[126]

On January 17, 2010, at the 67th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], Scorsese was the recipient of the Golden Globe Cecil B. DeMille Award[image: External link]. On September 18, 2011, at the 63rd Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link], Scorsese won the Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Directing for a Drama Series[image: External link] for his work on the series premiere[image: External link] of Boardwalk Empire[image: External link]. In 2011, Scorsese received an honorary doctorate from the National Film School in Lodz[image: External link]. At the awards ceremony he said, "I feel like I'm a part of this school and that I attended it," paying tribute to the films of Wajda, Munk, Has, Polanski[image: External link] and Skolimowski.[127] King Missile[image: External link] wrote "Martin Scorsese[image: External link]" in his honor. On February 12, 2012, at the 65th British Academy Film Awards[image: External link], Scorsese was the recipient of the BAFTA Academy Fellowship Award[image: External link].

On September 16, 2012, Scorsese won two Emmy Awards[image: External link] for Outstanding Directing for Nonfiction Programming and Outstanding Nonfiction Special for his work on the documentary George Harrison: Living in the Material World[image: External link].[128] In 2013, the National Endowment for the Humanities[image: External link] selected Scorsese for the Jefferson Lecture[image: External link], the U.S. federal government's highest honor for achievement in the humanities[image: External link]. He was the first filmmaker chosen for the honor.[129] His lecture, delivered on April 1, 2013 at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link] was titled "Persistence of Vision: Reading the Language of Cinema".[130]

Scorsese has earned praise from many film legends including Ingmar Bergman[image: External link],[131] Frank Capra[image: External link],[132] Jean-Luc Godard[image: External link],[133] Werner Herzog[image: External link],[134] Elia Kazan[image: External link],[135] Akira Kurosawa[image: External link],[136] David Lean[image: External link],[137] Michael Powell[image: External link],[138] Satyajit Ray[image: External link],[139] and François Truffaut[image: External link].[140]
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 Themes and style




Scorsese is known for his frequent use of slow motion, e.g. Who's That Knocking at My Door (1967), Mean Streets (1973), Taxi Driver (1976), Raging Bull (1980), Goodfellas (1990), and The Wolf of Wall Street (2013).[141] Also known for using freeze frame[image: External link], such as the opening credits of The King of Comedy (1983), and throughout Goodfellas (1990). Such a shot is also used in Casino (1995) and The Departed (2006). His blonde leading ladies are usually seen through the eyes of the protagonist as angelic and ethereal; they wear white in their first scene and are photographed in slow motion (Cybill Shepherd[image: External link] in Taxi Driver; Cathy Moriarty[image: External link]'s white bikini in Raging Bull; Sharon Stone's white minidress in Casino).[142] This may possibly be a nod to director Alfred Hitchcock.[143] Scorsese often uses long tracking shots,[144] as seen in Taxi Driver, Goodfellas, Casino, Gangs of New York, and Hugo. Use of MOS[image: External link] sequences set to popular music or voice-over, often involving aggressive camera movement and/or rapid editing.[145] Scorsese sometimes highlights characters in a scene with an iris, an homage to 1920s silent film[image: External link] cinema (as scenes at the time sometimes used this transition). This effect can be seen in Casino (it is used on Sharon Stone and Joe Pesci), Life Lessons, The Departed (on Matt Damon), and Hugo. Some of his films include references/allusions to Westerns, particularly Rio Bravo[image: External link], The Great Train Robbery[image: External link], Shane[image: External link], The Searchers[image: External link], and The Oklahoma Kid[image: External link]. Slow motion flashbulbs and accented camera/flash/shutter sounds are often used, as is song "Gimme Shelter[image: External link]" by The Rolling Stones[image: External link]; heard in several of Scorsese's films: Goodfellas, Casino, and The Departed.

Usually has a quick cameo in his films (Who's That Knocking at My Door, Boxcar Bertha, Mean Streets, Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore, Taxi Driver, The King of Comedy, After Hours, The Last Temptation of Christ (albeit hidden under a hood), The Age of Innocence, Gangs of New York, Hugo). Also, often contributes his voice to a film without appearing on screen (e.g. as in The Aviator and The Wolf of Wall Street). He provides the opening voice-over narration in Mean Streets and The Color of Money; plays the off-screen dressing room attendant in the final scene of Raging Bull; provides the voice of the unseen ambulance dispatcher in Bringing Out the Dead.[146]

More recently, his films have featured corrupt authority figures, such as policemen in The Departed[147] and politicians in Gangs of New York[148] and The Aviator.[149] Guilt is a prominent theme in many of his films, as is the role of Catholicism in creating and dealing with guilt (Raging Bull, Goodfellas, Bringing Out the Dead, Mean Streets, Who's That Knocking at My Door, The Departed, Shutter Island). He has been noted for his liberal usage of profanity and violence.[150]
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 Frequent collaborators




See also: Martin Scorsese and Robert De Niro[image: External link] and Martin Scorsese and Leonardo DiCaprio


Scorsese often casts the same actors in his films, particularly Robert De Niro, who collaborated with Scorsese for eight feature films and one short film. Included are the three films (Taxi Driver, Raging Bull, and Goodfellas) that made AFI's 100 Years... 100 Movies[image: External link] list. Scorsese has often said he thinks De Niro's best work under his direction was Rupert Pupkin in The King of Comedy[image: External link]. After the turn of the century, Scorsese found a new muse with younger actor Leonardo DiCaprio, collaborating for five feature films to date, along with one short.[151] Several critics have compared Scorsese's new partnership with DiCaprio with his previous one with De Niro.[152][153] Other frequent collaborators include Victor Argo[image: External link] (6), Harry Northup[image: External link] (6), Harvey Keitel (5), Murray Moston (5), J. C. MacKenzie[image: External link] (3), Joe Pesci (3), Frank Vincent[image: External link] (3) and Verna Bloom[image: External link] (3). Daniel Day-Lewis, who had become very reclusive to the Hollywood scene, Alec Baldwin, Ben Kingsley, Jude Law[image: External link], Emily Mortimer[image: External link], John C. Reilly[image: External link], Frank Sivero[image: External link], and Ray Winstone have also appeared in multiple Scorsese films. Before their deaths, Scorsese's parents, Charles Scorsese and Catherine Scorsese[image: External link], appeared in bit parts, walk-ons or supporting roles, most notably in Goodfellas.

For his crew, Scorsese frequently worked with editor Thelma Schoonmaker[image: External link],[154] cinematographers Michael Ballhaus[image: External link],[155] Robert Richardson[image: External link], and Michael Chapman[image: External link], screenwriters Paul Schrader[image: External link], Mardik Martin, and John Logan, costume designer Sandy Powell[image: External link], production designer Dante Ferretti[image: External link], music producer Robbie Robertson[image: External link], and composers Howard Shore[image: External link][156] and Elmer Bernstein[image: External link].[157] Schoonmaker, Richardson, Powell, and Ferretti have all won Academy Awards in their respective categories on collaborations with Scorsese. Elaine and Saul Bass[image: External link], the latter being Hitchcock's frequent title designer, designed the opening credits for Goodfellas, The Age of Innocence, Casino and Cape Fear. He was the executive producer of the film Brides[image: External link], which was directed by Pantelis Voulgaris and starred Victoria Haralabidou[image: External link], Damian Lewis[image: External link], Steven Berkoff[image: External link], and Kosta Sommer.



	Frequent collaborations



	Actor
	Who's That Knocking at My Door[image: External link] (1968)
	Boxcar Bertha[image: External link] (1972)
	Mean Streets[image: External link] (1973)
	Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link] (1974)
	Taxi Driver[image: External link] (1976)
	New York, New York[image: External link] (1977)
	Raging Bull[image: External link] (1980)
	The King of Comedy[image: External link] (1983)
	After Hours[image: External link] (1985)
	The Color of Money[image: External link] (1986)
	The Last Temptation of Christ[image: External link] (1988)
	Goodfellas[image: External link] (1990)
	Cape Fear[image: External link] (1991)
	The Age of Innocence[image: External link] (1993)
	Casino[image: External link] (1995)
	Bringing Out the Dead[image: External link] (1999)
	Gangs of New York (2002)
	The Aviator (2004)
	The Departed (2006)
	Shutter Island (2010)
	Hugo[image: External link] (2011)
	The Wolf of Wall Street (2013)
	Silence[image: External link] (2016)
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 Actors' awarded performances




Under Scorsese's direction, actors have continually received nominations from the major competitive acting awards (the Academy Award, the BAFTA Award and the Golden Globe Award).


	70 nominations total: 22 Academy Award, 21 BAFTA Award, 27 Golden Globe Award

	25 Best Leading Actor, 7 Best Leading Actress, 12 Best Supporting Actor, 24 Best Supporting Actress, 2 Best New Comer




Full awarding list 


Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]:


	
Robert De Niro for Taxi Driver[image: External link]


	Robert De Niro for Raging Bull[image: External link] (won)


	
Paul Newman[image: External link] for The Color of Money[image: External link] (won)


	Robert De Niro for Cape Fear[image: External link]


	
Daniel Day-Lewis for Gangs of New York


	Leonardo DiCaprio for The Aviator


	Leonardo DiCaprio for The Wolf of Wall Street




Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link]:


	
Ellen Burstyn[image: External link] for Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link] (won)


	
Sharon Stone for Casino[image: External link]




Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]:


	
Joe Pesci for Raging Bull[image: External link]


	Joe Pesci for Goodfellas[image: External link] (won)


	
Alan Alda for The Aviator


	
Mark Wahlberg for The Departed


	
Jonah Hill[image: External link] for The Wolf of Wall Street




Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]:


	
Diane Ladd[image: External link] for Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link]


	
Jodie Foster[image: External link] for Taxi Driver[image: External link]


	
Cathy Moriarty[image: External link] for Raging Bull[image: External link]


	
Mary Elizabeth Mastrantonio[image: External link] for The Color of Money[image: External link]


	
Lorraine Bracco[image: External link] for Goodfellas[image: External link]


	
Juliette Lewis[image: External link] for Cape Fear[image: External link]


	
Winona Ryder[image: External link] for The Age of Innocence[image: External link]


	
Cate Blanchett[image: External link] for The Aviator (won)




BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role:


	
Robert De Niro for Taxi Driver[image: External link]


	Robert De Niro for Raging Bull[image: External link]


	Robert De Niro for The King of Comedy[image: External link]


	Robert De Niro for Goodfellas[image: External link]


	
Daniel Day-Lewis for Gangs of New York (won)


	
Leonardo DiCaprio for The Aviator


	Leonardo DiCaprio for The Departed


	Leonardo DiCaprio for The Wolf of Wall Street




BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role[image: External link]:


	
Ellen Burstyn[image: External link] for Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link] (won)




BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]:


	
Jerry Lewis[image: External link] for The King of Comedy[image: External link]


	
Alan Alda for The Aviator


	
Jack Nicholson for The Departed




BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link]:


	
Diane Ladd[image: External link] for Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link] (won)


	
Lelia Goldoni[image: External link] for Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore


	
Jodie Foster[image: External link] for Taxi Driver[image: External link] (won)


	
Rosanna Arquette[image: External link] for After Hours[image: External link]


	
Winona Ryder[image: External link] for The Age of Innocence[image: External link]


	
Miriam Margolyes[image: External link] for The Age of Innocence[image: External link] (won)


	
Cate Blanchett[image: External link] for The Aviator (won)




BAFTA Award for Most Promising Newcomer to Leading Film Roles[image: External link]:


	
Jodie Foster[image: External link] for Taxi Driver[image: External link] (won)


	
Joe Pesci for Raging Bull[image: External link] (won)




Golden Globe Award for Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Drama:


	
Robert De Niro for Taxi Driver[image: External link]


	Robert De Niro for Raging Bull[image: External link] (won)


	
Paul Newman[image: External link] for The Color of Money[image: External link]


	Robert De Niro for Cape Fear[image: External link]


	
Daniel Day-Lewis for Gangs of New York


	
Leonardo DiCaprio for The Aviator (won)


	Leonardo DiCaprio for The Departed




Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link]:


	
Ellen Burstyn[image: External link] for Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link]


	
Michelle Pfeiffer[image: External link] for The Age of Innocence[image: External link]


	
Sharon Stone for Casino[image: External link] (won)




Golden Globe Award for Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy:


	
Robert De Niro for New York, New York[image: External link]


	
Griffin Dunne[image: External link] for After Hours[image: External link]


	
Leonardo DiCaprio for The Wolf of Wall Street (won)




Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link]:


	
Liza Minnelli[image: External link] for New York, New York[image: External link]




Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture[image: External link]:


	
Joe Pesci for Raging Bull[image: External link]


	Joe Pesci for Goodfellas[image: External link]


	
Jack Nicholson for The Departed


	
Mark Wahlberg for The Departed




Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actress – Motion Picture[image: External link]:


	
Diane Ladd[image: External link] for Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link]


	
Cathy Moriarty[image: External link] for Raging Bull[image: External link]


	
Mary Elizabeth Mastrantonio[image: External link] for The Color of Money[image: External link]


	
Barbara Hershey[image: External link] for The Last Temptation of Christ[image: External link]


	
Lorraine Bracco[image: External link] for Goodfellas


	
Juliette Lewis[image: External link] for Cape Fear[image: External link]


	
Winona Ryder[image: External link] for The Age of Innocence[image: External link] (won)


	
Cameron Diaz for Gangs of New York


	
Cate Blanchett[image: External link] for The Aviator









Awarding record 


By actor:


	11 nominations for Robert De Niro (3 Academy Awards, 4 BAFTAs & 4 Golden Globes), from 6 different films: Taxi Driver[image: External link], New York, New York[image: External link], Raging Bull[image: External link], The King of Comedy[image: External link], Goodfellas[image: External link], and Cape Fear[image: External link]


	8 nominations for Leonardo DiCaprio (2 Academy Award, 3 BAFTAs & 3 Golden Globes), from 3 different films: The Aviator, The Departed and The Wolf of Wall Street


	5 nominations for Joe Pesci (2 Academy Awards, 1 BAFTA & 2 Golden Globes), from 2 different films: Raging Bull[image: External link] and Goodfellas[image: External link]


	27 actors have received nominations, including actors such as Robert De Niro, Paul Newman[image: External link], Jack Nicholson, Daniel Day-Lewis, Jodie Foster[image: External link], Barbara Hershey[image: External link], Ellen Burstyn[image: External link], and Miriam Margolyes[image: External link]


	12 actors received awards, including Ellen Burstyn[image: External link], Diane Ladd[image: External link], Jodie Foster[image: External link], Robert De Niro, Paul Newman[image: External link], Joe Pesci, Winona Ryder[image: External link], Miriam Margolyes[image: External link], Sharon Stone, Daniel Day-Lewis, Cate Blanchett[image: External link], and Leonardo DiCaprio.



By film:


	8 nominations: Raging Bull[image: External link] (3 Academy Awards, 2 BAFTAs & 3 Golden Globes), respectively received by Robert De Niro, Joe Pesci, and Cathy Moriarty[image: External link]


	8 nominations: The Aviator (3 Academy Awards, 3 BAFTAs & 2 Golden Globes), respectively received by Leonardo DiCaprio, Cate Blanchett[image: External link], and Alan Alda


	6 nominations: The Departed (1 Academy Award, 2 BAFTAs & 3 Golden Globes), respectively received by Leonardo DiCaprio, Jack Nicholson, and Mark Wahlberg
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 Awards and recognition





Major awards received by Scorsese movies: 


1974 Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link]


	
Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link]: Ellen Burstyn[image: External link]


	BAFTA Award for Best Film[image: External link]

	
BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role[image: External link]: Ellen Burstyn

	
BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link]: Diane Ladd[image: External link]




1976 Taxi Driver[image: External link]


	
Cannes Film Festival – Palme d'Or[image: External link]


	
BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link]: Jodie Foster[image: External link]


	
BAFTA Award for Best Film Music[image: External link]: Bernard Herrmann[image: External link]


	
BAFTA Award for Most Promising Newcomer to Leading Film Roles[image: External link]: Jodie Foster



1980 Raging Bull[image: External link]


	
Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]: Robert De Niro


	
Academy Award for Best Film Editing[image: External link]: Thelma Schoonmaker[image: External link]


	
BAFTA Award for Best Editing[image: External link]: Thelma Schoonmaker

	
BAFTA Award for Most Promising Newcomer to Leading Film Roles[image: External link]: Joe Pesci


	
Golden Globe Award for Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Drama: Robert De Niro



1985 After Hours[image: External link]


	Best Director Award (Cannes Film Festival)[image: External link]

	Independent Spirit Award for Best Feature[image: External link]

	Independent Spirit Award for Best Director[image: External link]



1986 The Color of Money[image: External link]


	
Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]: Paul Newman[image: External link]




1990 Goodfellas[image: External link]


	
Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]: Joe Pesci


	BAFTA Award for Best Film[image: External link]

	BAFTA Award for Best Direction[image: External link]

	
BAFTA Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]: Martin Scorsese and Nicholas Pileggi[image: External link]


	
BAFTA Award for Best Editing[image: External link]: Thelma Schoonmaker[image: External link]


	
BAFTA Award for Best Costume Design[image: External link]: Richard Bruno[image: External link]


	
Venice Film Festival[image: External link]: Silver Lion[image: External link] for Best Direction



1993 The Age of Innocence[image: External link]


	
Academy Award for Best Costume Design[image: External link]: Gabriella Pescucci[image: External link]


	
BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link]: Miriam Margolyes[image: External link]


	
Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actress – Motion Picture[image: External link]: Winona Ryder[image: External link]




1995 Casino[image: External link]


	
Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link]: Sharon Stone




2002 Gangs of New York


	
BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role: Daniel Day-Lewis


	
Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Actor[image: External link]: Daniel Day-Lewis

	Golden Globe Award for Best Director[image: External link]

	
Golden Globe Award for Best Original Song[image: External link]: U2[image: External link] for "The Hands That Built America[image: External link]"

	
Satellite Award for Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Drama: Daniel Day-Lewis

	
Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role: Daniel Day-Lewis



2004 The Aviator


	
Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]: Cate Blanchett[image: External link]


	
Academy Award for Best Art Direction[image: External link]: Dante Ferretti[image: External link] and Francesca Lo Schiavo[image: External link]


	
Academy Award for Best Cinematography[image: External link]: Robert Richardson[image: External link]


	
Academy Award for Best Costume Design[image: External link]: Sandy Powell[image: External link]


	
Academy Award for Best Film Editing[image: External link]: Thelma Schoonmaker[image: External link]


	BAFTA Award for Best Film[image: External link]

	
BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link]: Cate Blanchett

	
BAFTA Award for Best Production Design[image: External link]: Dante Ferretti

	Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Director[image: External link]

	
Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Composer[image: External link]: Howard Shore[image: External link]


	Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link]

	
Golden Globe Award for Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Drama: Leonardo DiCaprio


	
Golden Globe Award for Best Original Score[image: External link]: Howard Shore

	
Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]: Cate Blanchett



2006 The Departed


	Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link]

	Academy Award for Best Director[image: External link]

	
Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]: William Monahan[image: External link]


	
Academy Award for Best Film Editing[image: External link]: Thelma Schoonmaker[image: External link]


	Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Film[image: External link]

	Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Director[image: External link]

	Golden Globe Award for Best Director[image: External link]

	Directors Guild of America Award for Outstanding Directing – Feature Film[image: External link]

	Satellite Award for Best Film[image: External link]

	Satellite Award for Best Cast – Motion Picture

	
Satellite Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]: William Monahan

	
Satellite Award for Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture: Leonardo DiCaprio


	
Writers Guild of America Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]: William Monahan



2011 Hugo[image: External link]


	
Academy Award for Best Art Direction[image: External link]: Dante Ferretti[image: External link] and Francesca Lo Schiavo[image: External link]


	
Academy Award for Best Cinematography[image: External link]: Robert Richardson[image: External link]


	
Academy Award for Best Sound Editing[image: External link]: Philip Stockton[image: External link] and Eugene Gearty[image: External link]


	
Academy Award for Best Sound[image: External link] Mixing: Tom Fleischman[image: External link] and John Midgley[image: External link]


	
Academy Award for Best Visual Effects[image: External link]: Robert Legato[image: External link], Joss Williams, Ben Grossmann, and Alex Henning

	
BAFTA Award for Best Production Design[image: External link]: Dante Ferretti and Francesca Lo Schiavo

	
Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Art Direction[image: External link]: Dante Ferretti and Francesca Lo Schiavo

	Golden Globe Award for Best Director[image: External link]



2013 The Wolf of Wall Street


	
Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Actor in a Comedy[image: External link]: Leonardo DiCaprio


	
Golden Globe Award for Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy: Leonardo DiCaprio



2016 Silence[image: External link]


	
London Film Critics' Circle Award for British Actor of the Year[image: External link]: Andrew Garfield[image: External link]










	Year
	Film
	Academy Award Nominations
	Academy Award Wins
	Golden Globe Nominations
	Golden Globe Wins
	BAFTA Nominations
	BAFTA Wins



	1974
	Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link]
	3
	1
	2
	
	7
	4



	1976
	Taxi Driver[image: External link]
	4
	
	2
	
	7
	3



	1977
	New York, New York[image: External link]
	
	
	4
	
	2
	



	1980
	Raging Bull[image: External link]
	8
	2
	7
	1
	4
	2



	1983
	The King of Comedy[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	5
	1



	1985
	After Hours[image: External link]
	
	
	1
	
	1
	



	1986
	The Color of Money[image: External link]
	4
	1
	2
	
	
	



	1988
	The Last Temptation of Christ[image: External link]
	1
	
	2
	
	
	



	1990
	Goodfellas[image: External link]
	6
	1
	5
	
	7
	5



	1991
	Cape Fear[image: External link]
	2
	
	2
	
	2
	



	1993
	The Age of Innocence[image: External link]
	5
	1
	4
	1
	4
	1



	1995
	Casino[image: External link]
	1
	
	2
	1
	
	



	1997
	Kundun[image: External link]
	4
	
	1
	
	
	



	2002
	Gangs of New York
	10
	
	5
	2
	12
	1



	2004
	The Aviator
	11
	5
	6
	3
	14
	4



	2006
	The Departed
	5
	4
	6
	1
	6
	



	2011
	Hugo[image: External link]
	11
	5
	3
	1
	9
	2



	2013
	The Wolf of Wall Street
	5
	
	2
	1
	4
	



	2016
	Silence[image: External link]
	1
	
	
	
	
	



	Total
	81
	20
	56
	11
	84
	23





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography




Main article: Martin Scorsese filmography[image: External link]
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 See also





	List of film director and actor collaborations[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ His own pronunciation is /sko:r'sesi /[image: External link] skor-SESS -ee[image: External link], while /sko:r'seIzi /[image: External link] skor-SAYZ -ee[image: External link] is commonly used by the public in the U.S. The correct Italian pronunciation is [skorˈseːze][image: External link].
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Blood Diamond






This article is about the 2006 film. For music producer formerly known as Blood Diamonds, see BloodPop[image: External link]. For the concept of blood diamonds in general, see Blood diamond[image: External link]. For other uses, see Blood diamond (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Blood Diamond is a 2006 German-American political[image: External link] war[image: External link] thriller film[image: External link] co-produced and directed by Edward Zwick, starring Leonardo DiCaprio, Jennifer Connelly[image: External link] and Djimon Hounsou. The title refers to blood diamonds[image: External link], which are diamonds mined in war zones and sold to finance conflicts, and thereby profit warlords and diamond companies across the world.

Set during the Sierra Leone Civil War in 1991–2002, the film depicts a country torn apart by the struggle between government loyalists and insurgent forces. It also portrays many of the atrocities of that war, including the rebels' amputation of people's hands to discourage them from voting in upcoming elections.

The film's ending, in which a conference is held concerning blood diamonds, refers to a historic meeting that took place in Kimberley[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link], in 2000. It led to development of the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme[image: External link], which sought to certify the origin of rough diamonds in order to curb the trade in conflict diamonds, but has since been mostly abandoned as ineffective.

The film received mixed but generally favorable reviews, with praise directed mainly to the performances of DiCaprio and Hounsou; they were nominated for the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link] and Best Supporting Actor[image: External link], respectively.



TOP
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 Plot




It is 1999 and Sierra Leone[image: External link] is ravaged by major political unrest. Rebel factions such as the Revolutionary United Front[image: External link] frequently terrorize the countryside, intimidating Mende[image: External link] locals and enslaving many to harvest diamonds, which fund their increasingly successful war effort. One such unfortunate local is fisherman Solomon Vandy (Djimon Hounsou) from Shenge[image: External link], who is separated from his family and assigned to a workforce overseen by Captain Poison (David Harewood[image: External link]), a ruthless warlord.

One morning, Vandy discovers an enormous pink diamond in the riverbank. Captain Poison tries to take the stone, but the area is suddenly raided by government troops. Vandy buries the stone before being captured. Both Vandy and Poison are incarcerated in Freetown[image: External link], along with Danny Archer (Leonardo DiCaprio), a white[image: External link] Rhodesian[image: External link] gunrunner[image: External link] jailed while trying to smuggle diamonds into Liberia[image: External link]. They were intended for Rudolph van de Kaap (Marius Weyers[image: External link]), a corrupt South African[image: External link] mining executive.

Hearing of the pink diamond in prison, Archer arranges for himself and Vandy to be freed from detention. He travels to Cape Town[image: External link] to meet his employer: Colonel Coetzee (Arnold Vosloo[image: External link]), an Afrikaner[image: External link] formerly with the apartheid[image: External link]-era South African Defence Force[image: External link], who now commands a private military company[image: External link]. Archer wants the diamond so he can sell it and leave the continent forever, but Coetzee wants it as compensation for Archer's botched smuggling mission. Archer returns to Sierra Leone, locates Vandy, and offers to help him find his family if he will help recover the diamond.

Meanwhile, RUF insurgents escalate hostilities; Freetown falls to their advance while Vandy's son Dia is among those rounded up to serve as a child soldier[image: External link] under a liberated Captain Poison. Archer and Vandy narrowly escape to Lungi[image: External link], where they plan to reach Kono[image: External link] with an American journalist, Maddy Bowen (Jennifer Connelly[image: External link]); in exchange, Archer will provide her evidence of the illicit diamond trade. The trio arrive in Kono after a harrowing journey, where Coetzee and his private army—contracted by the Sierra Leone government—prepares to repulse the rebel offensive.

While Maddy gets out with her story, the two men set out for Captain Poison's encampment. Dia, stationed with the RUF garrison there, is confronted by Vandy, but having been brainwashed[image: External link] he refuses to acknowledge his father. Archer radios the site's coordinates to Coetzee, who directs a combined air and ground assault on the camp; Vandy finds Captain Poison and beats him to death with a shovel as the mercenaries overwhelm the RUF defenders. Coetzee then forces Vandy to produce the diamond, but is killed by Archer, who realizes Coetzee would eventually kill them both. Dia holds the pair briefly at gunpoint, but Vandy confronts him again and renews their bond. Pursued by vengeful mercenaries, Archer discloses he has been mortally wounded and entrusts the stone to Vandy, telling him to take it for his family. Vandy and his son rendezvous with Archer's pilot, who flies them to safety while Archer makes a final phone call to Maddy; they share final farewells as he asks her to assist Vandy, and gives her permission to finish her article. Archer finally takes in the beautiful African landscape before dying.

Vandy arrives in London and meets with a van de Kaap representative; he exchanges the pink diamond for a large sum of money and being reunited with his entire family. Maddy takes photographs of the deal to publish in her article on the diamond trade, exposing van de Kaap's criminal actions. Vandy appears as a guest speaker at a conference on "blood diamonds[image: External link]" in Kimberley[image: External link], and is met with a standing ovation.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cast






	
Leonardo DiCaprio as Danny Archer

	
Djimon Hounsou as Solomon Vandy

	
Jennifer Connelly[image: External link] as Maddy Bowen

	Kagiso Kuypers as Dia Vandy

	
Arnold Vosloo[image: External link] as Colonel Coetzee

	Antony Coleman as Cordell Brown

	Benu Mabhena as Jassie Vandy

	Anointing Lukola as N'Yanda Vandy

	
David Harewood[image: External link] as Captain Poison

	
Basil Wallace[image: External link] as Benjamin Kapanay

	
Jimi Mistry[image: External link] as Nabil

	
Michael Sheen[image: External link] as Rupert Simmons

	
Marius Weyers[image: External link] as Rudolf van de Kaap

	
Stephen Collins[image: External link] as Ambassador Walker

	
Ntare Mwine[image: External link] as M'Ed

	
Ato Essandoh[image: External link] as Captain "Rambo"

	
Gaurav Chopra[image: External link] as French journalist

	
Clare Holman[image: External link] as News Reporter
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 Production




Charles Leavitt[image: External link] was hired by Warner Bros.[image: External link] in February 2004 to rewrite an early draft of the film, then titled Okavango.[6] The story had been stuck in "development hell[image: External link]" at the studio for years before producers Paula Weinstein[image: External link] and Gillian Gorfil finally decided on the story of an African farmer caught up in the conflict between an American smuggler and the local diamond mining organization.[6] Leavitt researched the diamond industry at great length before he began writing the screenplay[image: External link], explaining that he has "always been a stickler for immersing [himself] in research".[7] He wrote the film with the assumption that it would offend the diamond industry, particularly De Beers[image: External link], and so made sure to portray the industry truthfully, aware that he could potentially be sued by De Beers and other powerful mining corporations.[7] Paula Weinstein was impressed by Leavitt's Blood Diamond draft, but hired writers Ed Zwick[image: External link] and Marshall Herskovitz[image: External link] to rewrite the script again. By the time he had completed the script, Zwick had become so interested in the story that he agreed to direct the film as well.[8]
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 Release
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 Critical response




Review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reports that 62% of critics have given the film a positive review based on 211 reviews, with an average score of 6.3/10, making the film a "fresh" on the website's rating system.[9] At Metacritic, which assigns a weighted mean rating out of 100 to reviews from mainstream critics, the film received an average score of 64, based on 39 reviews, which indicates "generally favorable reviews".[10] Claudia Puig of the USA Today[image: External link] gave the film a positive review, stating that "Blood Diamond is a gem in a season with lots of worthy movies." Puig also praised DiCaprio's acting and noting that "it is also the first time the boyish actor has truly seemed like a man on film."[11] Peter Rainer[image: External link] of the Christian Science Monitor[image: External link] also gave the film a positive review. He, like Puig, also praised DiCaprio's acting, stating: "As strong as Blood Diamond is in its best moments, I wish it had been even harder-edged. DiCaprio is remarkable - his work is almost on par with his performance this year in The Departed."[12]

William Arnold of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer[image: External link] gave the film a positive review, stating: "Zwick's narrative skills keep us hooked on the story, and the first-rate production values and imaginative use of locations (it was shot in Mozambique) give the film an enthralling scope and epic sweep."[13] Damon Wise of the Empire[image: External link] magazine gave the film four-stars-out-of-five, he stated: "Great performances, provocative ideas and gripping action scenes fall prey to Hollywood logic and pat storytelling in the final hour."[14] David Edelstein[image: External link] of the New York[image: External link] magazine also gave the film a positive review, stating: "Given that the movie doesn't have a single narrative surprise--you always know where it's going and why, commercially speaking, it's going there--it's amazing how good Blood Diamond is. I guess that's the surprise."[15] Ann Hornaday of the Washington Post[image: External link] also praised DiCaprio's acting, saying that he "who between this outing and The Departed has undergone a major growth spurt this year." About the film itself, she stated: "For its flaws, Blood Diamond is a gem, if only for being an unusually smart, engaged popcorn flick."[16]

James Berardinelli[image: External link] of the ReelViews[image: External link] gave the film three-out-of-four-stars, stating: "It's a solid performance from Leonardo DiCaprio, who has grown into this sort of "gritty" role and is more believable after having been seen dancing on the dark side in The Departed."[17] Dana Stevens[image: External link] of the Slate[image: External link] magazine is also among those who gave the film a positive review, she stated: "Blood Diamond is a by-the-numbers message picture, to be sure... But the director, Edward Zwick, is craftsman enough that the pace never slackens, the chase scenes thrill, and the battle scenes sicken. And if it makes viewers think twice about buying their sweethearts that hard-won hunk of ice for Christmas, so much the better."[18] Ty Burr[image: External link] of the Boston Globe[image: External link], after giving the film a positive review, stated: "As an entry in the advocacy-entertainment genre, in which glamorous movie stars bring our attention to the plight of the less fortunate, Blood Diamond is superior to 2003's ridiculous Beyond Borders while looking strident and obvious next to last year's The Constant Gardener[image: External link].[19]

Pete Vonder Haar of the Film Threat[image: External link] gave the film a mixed review, stating: "It's a reasonably entertaining actioner, and Zwick doesn't shy away from depicting violence or the horrors of war, but as a social statement it falls a little short. And emeralds are prettier anyway."[20] Marc Savlov of the Austin Chronicle[image: External link] also gave the film a mixed review, he stated: "While the film never quite reaches the emotional peaks it so obviously seeks to scale, Zwick's film is still potent enough to save you three months salary."[21] Nathan Lee of the Village Voice[image: External link], like Vonder Haar and Savlov, also gave the film a mixed review, stating that "De Beers can relax; the only indignation stirred up by Blood Diamond won't be among those who worry about where their jewelry came from, but with audiences incensed by facile politics and bad storytelling."[22] Scott Tobias of The A.V. Club[image: External link] gave the film "C", he stated: "Much like Zwick's Glory and The Last Samurai, Blood Diamond strives to be an "important" film while stopping well short of being genuinely provocative and artistically chancy."[23] Mick LaSalle[image: External link] of the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] gave the film a negative review, stating that "director Edward Zwick tried to make a great movie, but somewhere in the process he forgot to make a good one."[24]
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 Box office performance




Blood Diamond opened on December 8, 2006 in the United States and Canada in 1,910 theaters.[4] The film ranked at #5 on its opening weekend, accumulating $8,648,324, with a per theater average of $4,527.[25] The film's five-day gross was $10,383,962.[26]

The film dropped down to #7 on its second weekend, accumulating $6,517,471 in a 24.6% drop from its first weekend, and per theater average of $3,412.[27] By its third weekend it dropped down even more to #12 and made $3,126,379, $1,628 per theater average.[28]

Blood Diamond went on to gross $57,377,916 in the United States and Canada and $114,029,263 overseas. In total, the film has grossed $171,407,179 worldwide.[4]
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 Accolades






	Award
	Date of ceremony
	Category
	Recipients and nominees
	Result



	79th Academy Awards[image: External link][29]
	February 25, 2007
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Djimon Hounsou
	Nominated



	Best Film Editing[image: External link]
	Steven Rosenblum[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Sound Mixing[image: External link]
	Andy Nelson[image: External link], Anna Behlmer[image: External link], Ivan Sharrock[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Sound Editing[image: External link]
	Lon Bender
	Nominated



	Broadcast Film Critics Association Awards 2006[image: External link]
	January 14, 2007
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	Best Film[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Djimon Hounsou
	Nominated



	64th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]
	January 15, 2007
	Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	Dallas–Fort Worth Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	December 2006
	Best Film[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Djimon Hounsou
	Nominated



	Las Vegas Film Critics Society Awards 2006
	December 18, 2006
	Best Supporting Actor
	Djimon Hounsou
	Won



	National Board of Review Awards 2006[image: External link]
	December 6, 2006
	Best Supporting Actor
	Djimon Hounsou
	Won



	Satellite Awards 2006[image: External link]
	December 18, 2006
	Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	13th Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link]
	January 28, 2007
	Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
	Djimon Hounsou
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	2007
	Choice Movie Actor – Drama
	Leonardo DiCaprio (Also for The Departed)
	Nominated



	Visual Effects Society Awards 2006[image: External link]
	February 12, 2007
	Outstanding Supporting Visual Effects in a Motion Picture
	Jeffrey A. Okun, Thomas Boland, Tim Crosbie[image: External link], Neil Greenberg
	Nominated



	Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association Awards 2006[image: External link]
	December 11, 2006
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Djimon Hounsou
	Won
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 Music




Blood Diamond: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack is the soundtrack to the film of the same name, released on December 19, 2006 by Varèse Sarabande[image: External link]. It was composed by James Newton Howard[image: External link], and won the "Soundtrack of the Year" at the 2008 Classic Brit Awards[image: External link].
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 Track listing






	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Blood Diamond Titles"
	1:32



	2.
	"Crossing the Bridge"
	1:41



	3.
	"Village Attack"
	1:52



	4.
	"RUF Kidnaps Dia"
	3:02



	5.
	"Archer & Solomon Hike"
	1:55



	6.
	"Maddy & Archer"
	1:56



	7.
	"Solomon Finds Family"
	2:09



	8.
	"Fall of Freetown"
	4:45



	9.
	"Did You Bury It?"
	1:36



	10.
	"Archer Sells Diamond"
	1:40



	11.
	"Goodbyes"
	2:40



	12.
	"Your Son is Gone"
	1:21



	13.
	"Diamond Mine Bombed"
	4:31



	14.
	"Solomon's Helping Hand"
	1:11



	15.
	"G8 Conference"
	2:36



	16.
	"Solomon & Archer Escape"
	2:12



	17.
	"I Can Carry You"
	1:30



	18.
	"Your Mother Loves You"
	2:24



	19.
	"Thought I'd Never Call?"
	3:56



	20.
	"London"
	2:38



	21.
	"Solomon Vandy"
	2:11



	22.
	"Ankala" (Performed by Sierra Leone's Refugee All Stars[image: External link])

	4:12



	23.
	"Baai" (Performed by Emmanuel Jal[image: External link] with Abd El Gadir Salim[image: External link])

	4:37



	24.
	"When Da Dawgs Come Out to Play" (Performed by Bai Burea, featuring Masta Kent and Bullet Rhymes)

	3:19



	Total length:
	61:26
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 Home media




Blood Diamond was released on DVD[image: External link] in region 1[image: External link] format on March 20, 2007.[30] Both a single-disc and a two-disc version are available.[31][32] High Definition[image: External link] versions on HD DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] have also been released with a R rating in the United States and a rating of MA in Australia[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

The film has sold an estimated 3.6 million DVD units and has grossed $62.7 million in sales.[30]
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	White savior narrative in film[image: External link]

	English-language accents in film – South African[image: External link]
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The Departed






For other uses, see The Departed (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Departed is a 2006 American crime drama film directed by Martin Scorsese and written by William Monahan[image: External link]. It is a remake of the 2002 Hong Kong[image: External link] film Infernal Affairs[image: External link].[2] The film stars Leonardo DiCaprio, Matt Damon, Jack Nicholson, and Mark Wahlberg, with Martin Sheen, Ray Winstone, Vera Farmiga, Anthony Anderson and Alec Baldwin in supporting roles.

The film takes place in Boston. Irish Mob boss Francis "Frank" Costello (Jack Nicholson) plants Colin Sullivan (Matt Damon) as a mole[image: External link] within the Massachusetts State Police[image: External link]; the two characters are loosely based on famous gangster Whitey Bulger[image: External link] and corrupt FBI[image: External link] agent John Connolly[image: External link], who grew up with Bulger.[3][4] Simultaneously, the police assign undercover state trooper William "Billy" Costigan (Leonardo DiCaprio) to infiltrate Costello's crew. When both sides realize the situation, Sullivan and Costigan both attempt to discover the other's identity before their covers are blown.

The film was a critical and commercial success and won several awards, including four Oscars at the 79th Academy Awards[image: External link]: Best Picture[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link] and Best Film Editing[image: External link].[5] Wahlberg was also nominated for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link].



TOP
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 Plot




As a child, Colin Sullivan had been introduced to organized crime[image: External link] by Irish-American mobster Frank Costello in the Irish neighborhood of South Boston[image: External link]. Over the years, Costello grooms him to become a mole[image: External link] inside the Massachusetts State Police[image: External link], until Sullivan is accepted into the Special Investigations Unit, which focuses on organized crime.

Before graduating from the police academy[image: External link], Billy Costigan is recruited by Captain Queenan and Staff Sergeant Dignam to go undercover, as his family ties to organized crime make him a perfect infiltrator. He drops out of the academy and does time in prison on a fake assault charge to increase his credibility.

Each man infiltrates his respective organization, and Sullivan begins a romance with police psychiatrist Madolyn Madden. Costigan is seeing her under the terms of his probation, and they begin a relationship, too. After Costello escapes a sting operation[image: External link], each mole becomes aware of the other's existence. Sullivan is told to find the " rat[image: External link]" and asks Costello for information to identify the informer.

Costigan follows Costello into a porn theater[image: External link], where Costello gives Sullivan an envelope containing personal information on his crew members. Costigan chases Sullivan through Chinatown[image: External link]. When it is over, neither man knows the other's identity. Sullivan has Queenan tailed to a meeting with Costigan on the roof of a building. Queenan orders Costigan to flee while he confronts Costello's men alone. The men then throw Queenan off the building to his death. When they exit, Costigan pretends he has come to join them. Television news reveals that crew member Delahunt has been an undercover cop, working for the Boston Police Department[image: External link]. Dignam resigns rather than work with Sullivan, who he suspects is the mole after he is asked why he had Queenan followed.

Using Queenan's phone, Sullivan reaches Costigan, who refuses to abort his mission. Sullivan learns from Queenan's diary of Costello's role as an informant for the FBI[image: External link], causing him to worry about his own identity being revealed. With Costigan's help, Costello is traced to a cocaine drop-off, where a gunfight erupts between Costello's crew and the police, which results in most of the crew being killed. Costello, confronted by Sullivan, admits he is an FBI informant. Costello tries to shoot Sullivan, but Sullivan shoots him multiple times. With Costello dead, Sullivan is applauded the next day by everyone on the force. In good faith, Costigan comes to Sullivan for restoration of his true identity and to be paid for his work, but notices the envelope from Costello on Sullivan's desk and flees, finally realizing Sullivan is the enemy. Fearing retaliation, Sullivan erases Costigan's records from the police computer system.

Sullivan is unaware that Madolyn had an affair with Costigan when she tells Sullivan that she is pregnant. Later, Sullivan finds her listening to a CD from Costigan containing incriminating recorded conversations between Costello and Sullivan. Sullivan unsuccessfully attempts to assuage her suspicions. He then contacts Costigan, who reveals that Costello recorded every one of their conversations, that Costello's attorney left Costigan in possession of the recordings, and that Costigan intends to implicate Sullivan. The two agree to meet at the building where Queenan died.

On the roof, Costigan catches Sullivan off-guard and handcuffs him. As Costigan had secretly arranged, Trooper Brown appears on the roof as well. Shocked, Brown draws his gun on Costigan, who attempts to justify his actions by exposing Sullivan as Costello's mole. Costigan asks Brown why Dignam did not accompany him as Costigan had requested, but Brown does not answer. Costigan leads Sullivan, his hostage, to the elevator. When it reaches the ground floor, Trooper Barrigan shoots Costigan in the head, then shoots Brown, and afterward reveals to Sullivan that Costello had more than one mole in the police. Sullivan then shoots and kills Barrigan. At state police headquarters, Sullivan identifies Barrigan as the mole and has Costigan posthumously given the Medal of Merit.

At Costigan's funeral, Sullivan notices that Madolyn is tearful. As they leave the gravesite, Sullivan attempts to talk to her, but she ignores him. When Sullivan returns to his apartment, he is ambushed by Dignam, who shoots and kills him as he enters.
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 Cast






	
Leonardo DiCaprio as William "Billy" Costigan, Jr.

	
Matt Damon as Staff Sgt. Colin Sullivan

	Conor Donovan[image: External link] as young Colin Sullivan





	
Jack Nicholson as Francis "Frank" Costello

	
Mark Wahlberg as Staff Sgt. Sean Dignam

	
Martin Sheen as Capt. Oliver Charles Queenan

	
Ray Winstone as Arnold "Frenchy" French

	
Vera Farmiga as Dr. Madolyn Madden

	
Anthony Anderson as Trooper Brown

	
Alec Baldwin as Capt. George Ellerby

	
Kevin Corrigan[image: External link] as Sean Costigan

	
James Badge Dale[image: External link] as Trooper Barrigan

	
David O'Hara[image: External link] as "Fitzy" Fitzgibbons

	
Mark Rolston[image: External link] as Officer Timothy Delahunt

	
Robert Wahlberg[image: External link] as FBI Special Agent Frank Lazio

	
Kristen Dalton[image: External link] as Gwen Costello
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 Production




In January 2003, Warner Bros.[image: External link], producer Brad Grey[image: External link], and actor/producer Brad Pitt bought the rights to remake the Hong Kong film Infernal Affairs[image: External link] (2002) from Media Asia[image: External link] for $1.75 million.[6][7][8] William Monahan[image: External link] was secured as screenwriter, and later Martin Scorsese, who admired Monahan's Boston-set, Irish-Catholic gangster script, came on board as director.[8][9][10]

In March 2004, United Press International[image: External link] announced that Scorsese would be remaking Infernal Affairs and setting it in Boston, and Leonardo DiCaprio and Brad Pitt were slated to star.[11] Pitt, tentatively scheduled to play Sullivan, later declined in favor of using a younger actor, and continued to produce the film instead.[10] Scorsese's associate Kenneth Lonergan[image: External link] suggested Matt Damon, who grew up in Boston, for the part of Sullivan, and Scorsese asked Jack Nicholson to play Costello.[4]

Nicholson, however, wanted the film to have "something a little more" than the usual gangster film, and screenwriter Monahan came up with the idea of basing the Costello character on the famous Irish-American gangster Whitey Bulger[image: External link] from Boston. This gave the screenplay an element of realism – and also an element of dangerous uncertainty, because of the wide-ranging carte blanche the FBI gave Bulger in exchange for revealing information about fellow gangsters.[4] A technical consultant on the film was Tom Duffy, who had served three decades on the Boston Police Department, particularly as an undercover detective investigating the Irish mob.[12][13]

The film got the official greenlight from Warners in early 2005, and began shooting in the spring of 2005.[8] Although some of the film was shot on location in Boston, for budgetary and logistical reasons many scenes, interiors in particular, were shot in locations and sets in New York City, which had tax incentives for filmmakers that Boston at the time did not.[14][15][16]
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 Themes




Film critic Stanley Kauffmann[image: External link] describes a major theme of The Departed as one of the oldest in drama – the concept of identity – and how it "affects one's actions, emotions, self-assurance and even dreams."[17]

The father-son relationship is a motif throughout the film. Costello acts as a father figure to both Sullivan and Costigan, while Queenan acts as Costello's foil in the role of father figure, presenting both sides of the Irish-American father archetype.[18] Sullivan refers to Costello as "Dad" whenever he calls to inform him of police activities.

In the final scene, a rat is seen on Sullivan's window ledge. Scorsese acknowledges that while it is not meant to be taken literally, it somewhat symbolizes the "quest for the rat" in the film and the strong sense of distrust among the characters, much like post- 9/11[image: External link] America. The window view behind the rat is a nod to gangster films like Scarface[image: External link] (1932), White Heat[image: External link] (1949), and Little Caesar[image: External link] (1931).[19]
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 Homages




Throughout the film, Scorsese uses an "X" motif to foreshadow death in a manner similar to Howard Hawks[image: External link]' classic film Scarface[image: External link] (1932). Examples include (but are not limited to) shots of cross-beam supports in an airport walkway when Costigan is phoning Sgt. Dignam, the taped windows of the building Queenan enters before being thrown to his death, behind Costigan's head in the elevator before he's shot, and the tiled hallway floor when Sullivan returns to his apartment at the film's end.[20]
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 Reception
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 Box office




The Departed grossed $132.4 million in the United States and Canada and $157.5 million in other territories for a total gross of $289.8 million, against a production budget of $90 million.[1]

The film grossed $26.9 million in its opening weekend, becoming the third Scorsese film to debut at number one.[21] In the following three weeks the film grossed $19 million, $13.5 million and $9.8 million, finishing second at the box office each time, before grossing $7.7 million and dropping to 5th in its fifth week.[22]
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 Critical response




On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has an approval rating of 91% based on 265 reviews, with an average rating of 8.2/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Featuring outstanding work from an excellent cast, The Departed is a thoroughly engrossing gangster drama with the gritty authenticity and soupy morality we come to expect from Martin Scorsese."[23] On Metacritic, the film has a score of 86 out of 100, based on 39 critics, indicating "universal acclaim".[24] On CinemaScore[image: External link], audiences gave the film an average grade of "A–" on an A+ to F scale.[25]

Entertainment Weekly put it on its end-of-the-decade "best of" list, saying: "If they're lucky, directors make one classic film in their career. Martin Scorsese has one per decade (Taxi Driver[image: External link] in the '70s, Raging Bull[image: External link] in the '80s, Goodfellas[image: External link] in the '90s). His 2006 Irish Mafia masterpiece kept the streak alive."[26]

Online critic James Berardinelli[image: External link] awarded the film four stars out of four, praising it as "an American epic tragedy." He went on to compare the film favorably to the onslaught of banality offered by American studios in recent years. "The movies have been in the doldrums lately. The Departed is a much needed tonic," he wrote. He went on to claim that the film deserves to be ranked alongside Scorsese's past successes, including Taxi Driver[image: External link], Raging Bull[image: External link] and Goodfellas[image: External link].[27]

Andrew Lau[image: External link], the co-director of Infernal Affairs[image: External link], who was interviewed by Hong Kong newspaper Apple Daily[image: External link], said: "Of course I think the version I made is better, but the Hollywood version is pretty good too. [Scorsese] made the Hollywood version more attuned to American culture." Andy Lau[image: External link],[28] one of the main actors in Infernal Affairs, when asked how the movie compares to the original, said: "The Departed was too long and it felt as if Hollywood had combined all three Infernal Affairs movies together."[29] Lau pointed out that the remake featured some of the "golden quotes" of the original but did have much more swearing. He ultimately rated The Departed 8/10 and said that the Hollywood remake is worth a view, though according to Lau's spokeswoman Alice Tam, he felt that the combination of the two female characters into one in The Departed was not as good as the original storyline.[30] A few critics were disappointed in the film, including the Village Voice[image: External link]'s J. Hoberman, who wrote: "Overwrought as The Departed may be, it's nothing that wouldn't have been cured by losing Jack [Nicholson] (and maybe half an hour). Too bad the bottom line meant Scorsese had to sell that hambone Mephistopheles his soul."[31]
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 Top ten lists




The film appeared on many critics' top ten lists of the best films of 2006.[32] Carrie Rickey of The Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link], Joe Morgenstern of The Wall Street Journal, Ruthe Stein of the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link], and Steven Rea of The Philadelphia Inquirer named it one of the top ten films of 2006.[32] Richard Roeper of the Chicago Sun-Times named it the best film of the 2000s.[33]




	

	1st – Richard Roeper[image: External link], Ebert and Roeper[image: External link]


	1st – Peter Travers, Rolling Stone


	1st – Rene Rodriguez, The Miami Herald[image: External link]


	1st – Scott Tobias, The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	1st – Joshua Rothkopf, Time Out New York[image: External link]


	1st – Philip Martin, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette[image: External link]


	1st – James Berardinelli, ReelViews

	2nd – Chris Kaltenbach, The Baltimore Sun[image: External link]


	2nd – Adam Kempenaar, Filmspotting[image: External link]


	2nd – Keith Phipps, The A.V. Club


	2nd – Kyle Smith[image: External link], New York Post[image: External link]


	2nd – Mike Russell, The Oregonian[image: External link]


	2nd – Richard James Havis, The Hollywood Reporter


	2nd – Richard Schickel[image: External link], TIME


	3rd – Frank Scheck, The Hollywood Reporter


	4th – Glenn Kenny, Premiere[image: External link]


	4th – Marc Savlov, The Austin Chronicle[image: External link]


	4th – Michael Wilmington, Chicago Tribune[image: External link]





	

	4th – Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times


	5th – Empire[image: External link]


	5th – David Ansen[image: External link], Newsweek[image: External link]


	5th – Kevin Crust, Los Angeles Times


	5th – Lisa Schwarzbaum[image: External link], Entertainment Weekly


	5th – Stephen Hunter[image: External link], The Washington Post[image: External link]


	6th – Ann Hornaday, The Washington Post


	6th – Jack Mathews, Daily News


	6th – Nathan Rabin, The A.V. Club


	6th – Ty Burr, The Boston Globe[image: External link]


	7th – Nathan Lee, The Village Voice[image: External link]


	7th – Noel Murray, The A.V. Club


	7th – Peter Hartlaub, San Francisco Chronicle


	8th – Michael Sragow[image: External link], The Baltimore Sun


	9th – Claudia Puig, USA Today[image: External link]


	9th – Desson Thomson, The Washington Post


	9th – Lou Lumenick, New York Post


	9th – Michael Rechtshaffen, The Hollywood Reporter
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by The Departed[image: External link]


At the 64th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] on January 15, 2007, The Departed won one award for Best Director[image: External link] (Martin Scorsese), while being nominated for five other awards including Best Picture, Best Actor (Leonardo DiCaprio), Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] (Jack Nicholson, Mark Wahlberg), and Best Screenplay[image: External link] (William Monahan[image: External link]).[34]

At the 79th Academy Awards[image: External link] on February 25, 2007, The Departed won four Academy Awards: Best Picture[image: External link] (Graham King[image: External link]), Best Director[image: External link] (Martin Scorsese), Best Film Editing[image: External link] (Thelma Schoonmaker[image: External link]), and Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link] (William Monahan). Mark Wahlberg was also nominated for the Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] award for his performance, but he lost to Alan Arkin[image: External link] for his role in Little Miss Sunshine[image: External link].

The film marked the first time Scorsese won an Oscar after six previous losses.[35] Many felt that he deserved it years earlier for prior efforts.[36] Some have even gone further, calling it a Lifetime Achievement Award for a lesser film.[37] Scorsese himself joked that he won because: "This is the first movie I've done with a plot."[38]

At the 11th Satellite Awards[image: External link] on December 18, 2006, The Departed won awards for Best Ensemble, Motion Picture, Best Motion Picture, Drama[image: External link], Best Screenplay – Adapted[image: External link] (William Monahan), and Best Actor in a Supporting Role (Leonardo DiCaprio).

In 2008, the American Film Institute[image: External link] nominated this film for its Top 10 Gangster Films list[image: External link].[39]
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 Home media




The Departed was released by Warner Brothers[image: External link] on DVD in 2007. The film is available in a single-disc full screen (1.33:1), single-disc widescreen (2.40:1) edition, and 2-disc special edition. The second disc contains deleted scenes; a feature about the influence of New York’s Little Italy[image: External link] on Scorsese; a Turner Classic Movies[image: External link] profile; and a 21-minute documentary titled Stranger Than Fiction: The True Story of Whitey Bulger, Southie and The Departed[40] about the crimes that influenced Scorsese in creating the film, including the story of James "Whitey" Bulger[image: External link], upon whom Jack Nicholson's character is based.[41]

The Region 1[image: External link] version has three available audio tracks: English, Spanish, and French (all of which are in Dolby Digital 5.1), and three subtitle tracks (English, Spanish, French). The film was released on HD DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] at the same time as the standard-definition DVD. The 2-Disc Special Edition was packaged in a Limited Edition Steelbook[image: External link]. It marked the first time that an Oscar-winning Best Picture was released to the home video market in DVD format only, as VHS was totally phased out by the start of 2006.
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 Music




There were two albums released for The Departed, one presenting the original score composed for the film by Howard Shore, and the other featuring earlier recordings, mostly pop/rock[image: External link] songs, which were used on the soundtrack.
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 Soundtrack




As with previous Scorsese films, Robbie Robertson[image: External link] had a hand in picking the music. The film opens with "Gimme Shelter[image: External link]" by The Rolling Stones[image: External link] ("Let it Loose[image: External link]" also appears later on), and prominently plays "I'm Shipping Up to Boston[image: External link]" by Dropkick Murphys[image: External link] with lyrics written by Woody Guthrie[image: External link], which gained the band some popularity and their first and only platinum selling single. The film features the live version of Pink Floyd[image: External link]'s "Comfortably Numb[image: External link]" from the 1990 Berlin Wall concert[image: External link] performed by Roger Waters[image: External link], Van Morrison[image: External link], and Rick Danko[image: External link], Levon Helm[image: External link], and Garth Hudson[image: External link] of The Band[image: External link].

Although "Gimme Shelter" is featured twice in the film, the song does not appear on the album soundtrack. Also heard in the movie but not featured on the soundtrack is "Thief's Theme[image: External link]" by Nas[image: External link], "Well Well Well[image: External link]" by John Lennon[image: External link], "Bang Bang" by Joe Cuba[image: External link], and the Act II Sextet from Donizetti[image: External link]'s Lucia di Lammermoor[image: External link].

The film closes with a cover of Don Gibson[image: External link]'s "Sweet Dreams[image: External link]", by Roy Buchanan[image: External link].



	Track Listing



	No.
	Title
	Artist(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Comfortably Numb[image: External link]"
	Roger Waters[image: External link] (Feat. Van Morrison[image: External link] & The Band[image: External link])
	7:59



	2.
	"Sail On, Sailor[image: External link]"
	The Beach Boys[image: External link]
	3:18



	3.
	"Let It Loose[image: External link]"
	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]
	5:18



	4.
	"Sweet Dreams"
	Roy Buchanan[image: External link]
	3:32



	5.
	"One Way Out[image: External link]"
	The Allman Brothers Band[image: External link]
	4:57



	6.
	"Baby Blue[image: External link]"
	Badfinger[image: External link]
	3:36



	7.
	"I'm Shipping Up to Boston[image: External link]"
	Dropkick Murphys[image: External link]
	2:34



	8.
	"Nobody but Me[image: External link]"
	The Human Beinz[image: External link]
	2:18



	9.
	"Tweedle Dee[image: External link]"
	LaVern Baker[image: External link]
	3:10



	10.
	"Sweet Dreams (of You)[image: External link]"
	Patsy Cline[image: External link]
	2:34



	11.
	"The Departed Tango"
	Howard Shore[image: External link], Marc Ribot[image: External link]
	3:32



	12.
	"Beacon Hill"
	Howard Shore[image: External link], Sharon Isbin[image: External link]
	2:33
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 Score




The film score[image: External link] for The Departed was written by Howard Shore[image: External link] and performed by guitarists Sharon Isbin[image: External link], G. E. Smith[image: External link], Larry Saltzman and Marc Ribot[image: External link]. The score was recorded in Shore's own studio in New York State[image: External link]. The album, The Departed: Original Score, was released December 5, 2006 by New Line[image: External link], and produced by Jason Cienkus.

Scorsese described the music as "a very dangerous and lethal tango" and cited the guitar-based score of Murder by Contract[image: External link] and the zither[image: External link] in The Third Man[image: External link] as inspiration.[42]
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 See also





	List of American films of 2006[image: External link]

	"The Debarted[image: External link]", an episode of The Simpsons[image: External link] that parodies the film.
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Body of Lies (film)






Body of Lies is a 2008 American action[image: External link] spy film[image: External link] directed and produced by Ridley Scott. Set in the Middle East, it follows the attempts of the CIA and Jordanian Intelligence to catch "al-Saleem", a terrorist. Frustrated by their target's elusiveness, differences in their approaches strain relations between a CIA operative, his superior, and the head of Jordanian Intelligence.

William Monahan[image: External link]'s screenplay, based on the novel of the same name by David Ignatius, examines contemporary tension between Western and Arab societies and the comparative effectiveness of technological and human counter-intelligence methods. The film was shot largely on location in the United States and Morocco[image: External link], after authorities in Dubai[image: External link] refused permission to film there because of the script's political themes. The film's photography sought to emphasize the contrast between the gold and dust of the desert and Arab cities, and the blue and gray of bureaucracy[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link]. Accordingly, they used natural light wherever possible. Marc Streitenfeld[image: External link] arranged the musical score.

Scott's direction and visual style were praised by critics, but they criticized his formulaic handling of the story and use of conventions from the spy genre, such as surveillance shots from high-altitude spy planes. It stars Leonardo DiCaprio, Russell Crowe[image: External link], and Mark Strong[image: External link] as the three principals. The film was released in the United States on October 10, 2008.



TOP
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 Plot




Roger Ferris (Leonardo DiCaprio) is a CIA[image: External link] case officer in Iraq[image: External link], tracking a terrorist called Al-Saleem (Alon Abutbul[image: External link]). He meets Nizar, a member of the terrorist organization who is prepared to offer information in return for asylum[image: External link] in North America. Despite his boss, Ed Hoffman's (Russell Crowe[image: External link]) objections, Ferris agrees to shelter Nizar. Nizar is used as a pawn to draw out the rest of his cell; when he is captured, Ferris is forced to shoot him to prevent him from exposing Ferris' identity. However, furious at Hoffman's refusal to act on the information Nizar provided, Ferris and his associate Bassam (Oscar Isaac[image: External link]) go to search a safe house in Balad, Iraq, of which Nizar had told them. There, Ferris observes men burning records and attempts to bluff his way in, but is exposed. In the ensuing shootout and chase, Ferris and Bassam's vehicle is hit by an RPG. Ferris and some salvaged discs are rescued by helicopter but Bassam is killed in the explosion.

Meanwhile, unknown terrorists in the UK plan to follow up on bus bombings in Sheffield[image: External link] with more attacks in Manchester[image: External link], but blow themselves up when the police arrive at their house. Recovered from his injuries, Ferris is assigned to Jordan to continue searching for Al-Saleem, where he meets with Hani Salaam (Mark Strong[image: External link]), head of the Jordanian General Intelligence Directorate[image: External link].

Hoffman finds an Al-Saleem safe house in Jordan and orders Ferris to watch it. Simultaneously, Hoffman organizes another 'side operation' via a local agency operative named Skip (Vince Colosimo[image: External link]) and that he is to conduct an operation without Ferris' knowledge. Skip employs the use of an agency asset, Ziyad Abishi, who blows cover to a terrorist from the safe house. As he flees to inform his colleagues of their exposure, Ferris makes chase and kills him in such a place and manner that one might believe the death to be random. Salaam (via 'back channels') corroborates the acceptance of killing by those who remain at the safe house; and Ferris accuses Hoffman of running "side operations" which interfere and (at least) undermine operational integrity of primary operation and tells Hoffman to stop. While going to the hospital to receive rabies shots for bites suffered during the pursuit and elimination of the terrorist, Ferris meets a nurse named Aisha (Golshifteh Farahani[image: External link]), and he begins developing romantic feelings for her. The bombers strike again in an Amsterdam[image: External link] flower market, and kill at least 75 people.

Having recognized one of the men living in the safe house as former small-time criminal Mustaffa Karami (Kais Nashef[image: External link]), Salaam takes Karami into the desert and coerces him into working for Jordanian intelligence, threatening to set him up as a collaborator if he does not co-operate. Hoffman asks Salaam to use Karami, but he refuses, believing a greater return will come later. Unknown to Ferris and Salaam, Hoffman tells Ferris' CIA subordinate (Skip) to follow Karami and kidnap him. Karami escapes and notifies the terrorists in the safe house that it is being watched, and they abandon it. Ferris's partner is caught and Salaam accuses Ferris of having had knowledge of the move on Karami, and blames Ferris's duplicity with him for the destruction of the safe house. He exiles Ferris from Jordan.

Ferris returns to Hoffman in Washington, and they devise a new plan to find Al-Saleem. Suspecting he is motivated more by pride than ideology, they stage a fake terrorist attack and set up Omar Sadiki (Ali Suliman[image: External link]), an innocent Jordanian architect, as its instigator, hoping Al-Saleem will come out of hiding and attempt to contact him. Al-Saleem sees TV news coverage of the attack and takes the bait.

Salaam invites Ferris back to Jordan and shares his suspicions that Omar Sadiki is a terrorist, though Ferris feigns ignorance. Ferris later tries to save Sadiki from being kidnapped by Al-Saleem's henchmen but fails and sees his partner nearly killed in the subsequent car crash. Under interrogation, Sadiki denies any knowledge of the attack though he is later found beaten and killed. Ferris goes back to his apartment and finds out that Aisha has been kidnapped. He desperately asks Salaam for help, admitting he fabricated Omar Sadiki's terrorist cell and the attack. Salaam refuses to help because of Ferris earlier having lied to him.

Ferris offers himself in exchange to Aisha's kidnappers, and is brought to the middle of the desert, with Hoffman watching everything via a surveillance drone[image: External link]. Ferris is surrounded by a group of SUVs, which circle him to create an obscuring dust cloud before picking him up. The dust cloud blocks Hoffman's view, so that he cannot determine which of the SUVs, now headed in different directions, is carrying Ferris. Ferris is taken across the border to Syria[image: External link] where he is to be interrogated by Al-Saleem. When Ferris asks Al-Saleem about Aisha, he is told that someone has lied to him and that he has been double-crossed. Ferris tells Al-Saleem that there is an infiltrator (Karami) in his organization who works for Ferris, and that, by association, Al-Saleem works for Ferris. Al-Saleem does not believe Ferris, beats him, turns on a video camera and orders his execution. Salaam and his agents arrive at the last moment, saving Ferris' life. Al-Saleem is shown arrested in his own SUV by Marwan Se-Kia, Hani Salaam's security officer.

Salaam visits Ferris in the hospital and reveals he had faked Aisha's abduction, and orchestrated Ferris's capture by Al-Saleem using Karami as a go-between. Having lost the will to fight in this particular 'war', Ferris goes off the grid and goes to see Aisha again.
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 Cast





	
Leonardo DiCaprio as Roger Ferris, a field officer working in CIA's[image: External link] Near East[image: External link] Division and later CIA Station Chief[image: External link] of Amman[image: External link], Jordan.

	
Russell Crowe[image: External link] as Ed Hoffman, chief of CIA's Near East Division and Ferris' boss.

	
Mark Strong[image: External link] as Hani Salaam, intelligence chief and director of the Jordanian General Intelligence Directorate[image: External link].

	
Golshifteh Farahani[image: External link] as Aisha, a nurse in Amman and Ferris' love interest.

	
Oscar Isaac[image: External link] as Bassam, CIA field operative in Iraq[image: External link] and Ferris' associate.

	
Ali Suliman[image: External link] as Omar Sadiki, a Jordanian architect with very low-profile contact with Al-Qaeda[image: External link] and CIA's mole to catch Al-Saleem.

	
Alon Abutbul[image: External link] as Al-Saleem, head of an independent terrorist group based in Jordan, aligned with Al-Qaeda.

	
Vince Colosimo[image: External link] as Skip, CIA field operative in Jordan.

	
Simon McBurney[image: External link] as Garland, a computer geek[image: External link] employed by the CIA to instrument black ops[image: External link].

	
Mehdi Nebbou[image: External link] as Nizar, former linguist[image: External link], Al-Qaeda operative and attempted defector.

	
Michael Gaston[image: External link] as Holiday, Ferris' predecessor as CIA's Jordan station chief.

	
Kais Nashif[image: External link] as Mustafa Karami, former petty criminal-turned-Al-Qaeda operative under Al-Saleem who later became Hani Salaam's informer.

	Jamil Khoury as Marwan Se-Kia, GID operative and security officer of Hani Salaam.

	
Lubna Azabal[image: External link] as Cala, Aisha's sister.

	Ghali Benlafkih and Youssef Srondy as Rowley and Yousef, Aisha's nephews.

	Ali Khalil as Zayed Ibishi, CIA asset[image: External link] in Amman, operating in Hoffman's secret side operation.
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 Themes




Ridley Scott has made a previous film about the conflict between the Western and Arab civilizations, Kingdom of Heaven[image: External link] (2005), set during the Crusades. Body of Lies resumes this theme in the context of modern intelligence operations and terrorism.[4] The film puts two contrasting characters on the same side. Ferris, the CIA man on the ground, is a dedicated Arabist fluent in the language; he relies on trust, local knowledge and human intelligence. Hoffman, his superior, who is detached at home in Washington, D.C., and at the CIA[image: External link] in Virginia, is more machiavellian[image: External link]: he authorizes deceit, double-crossing, and violence by telephone and without scruple. The New Yorker[image: External link] interpreted him as "an American consumer of advanced technology and vast amounts of food".[5][6]

Early in the film, Hoffman explains to his superiors that the terrorists' retreat to pre-tech age communication methods renders useless the high specification tools the CIA uses, and increases the worth of Ferris's human intelligence methods. They avoid mobile telephones and computers, preferring face-to-face communication and encoded written messages. By contrast, the Americans use sophisticated communication (Hoffman and Ferris regularly speak on the phone) and surveillance (high altitude spy planes offer a different point of view throughout) technology.[7] David Denby of The New Yorker said that this was Scott's suggestion that the CIA has the technology but not the human intelligence to properly fight terrorism in the Middle East.[5] Despite Hoffman's distance, the force and unintended consequences of his schemes are often borne by Ferris. The difference is underlined when Ferris, suffering weakened credibility, injured colleagues and personal risk, is reminded by Hoffman that "we are a results-driven organization".[6]
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 Production
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 Development






	“
	It's about Islam, where we are and where we're not, and it's a very interesting, proactive, internalized view of that whole subject.
	”



	— Ridley Scott[8]




In March 2006, Warner Bros.[image: External link] hired screenwriter William Monahan[image: External link] to adapt the novel Penetration by David Ignatius into a feature film, which would be directed by Ridley Scott.[9] In April 2007, with the novel re-titled Body of Lies and the film similarly re-titled, actor Leonardo DiCaprio was cast in the lead role.[10] DiCaprio chose to pursue the role because he considered it a throwback to political films in the 1970s such as The Parallax View (1974) and Three Days of the Condor (1975). DiCaprio dyed his hair brown, and wore brown contacts for the role.[11] After DiCaprio was cast, Russell Crowe[image: External link] was courted for a supporting role, to which he formally committed after Monahan's script was revised by Steve Zaillian[image: External link], who wrote Scott and Crowe's American Gangster[image: External link].[12] Crowe gained 63 pounds to suit his role.[13] The actor said as a result of the film's exploration of the American government and foreign policy, "I don't think it will be very popular, but that’s never been part of my project choice process."[14] Mark Strong[image: External link], who plays Hani Salaam, the head of the Jordanian[image: External link] General Intelligence Directorate[image: External link] (GID) ascribed his casting to his performances in the 2005 films Syriana[image: External link] and Oliver Twist[image: External link].[15] The character Haani Salaam was modelled after the 2000–2005 GID chief Saad Kheir[image: External link] (1953–2009), whose involvement, according to the original author David Ignatius, in sharply handled interrogations without use of torture, an encounter with a jihadist with his mother on the phone and being called the 'fingernail boss' were near accurately featured in the film.[16]
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 Location and design




Scott sought to film in Dubai[image: External link] in the United Arab Emirates[image: External link], but the federation's National Media Council denied the director permission due to the script's politically sensitive nature. As a result, scenes set in Jordan[image: External link] were instead filmed in Morocco[image: External link].[17] The shoot took place over sixty-five days from September to December 2007. It was filmed in the United States and Morocco, where scenes set in ten different countries were filmed.[18][19] Filming began on September 5, 2007 at the Eastern Market, Washington, D.C.[image: External link][20] Practical locations were used throughout; part of the Capitol Hill[image: External link] neighborhood was converted to resemble a wintry Amsterdam[image: External link] to film a ten- to fifteen-second car bomb[image: External link] explosion.[21] Scenes set in the CIA headquarters in Langley, Virginia were filmed at the National Geographic offices in Gaithersburg, Maryland[image: External link]; both buildings were set in woodland and "It was eerily similar in terms of architectural style,...", said Arthur Max, the production designer, "We were given several empty floors."[19][22] Locations in Baltimore[image: External link] also stood in for Manchester[image: External link], England[image: External link] and Munich[image: External link], Germany, although the final cut of the movie did not have any scenes that took place in Munich.

Production moved to Morocco, where Scott, Max and Alexander Witt, the cinematographer had filmed several times before. Their previous experience meant they "knew every stone in the desert" and they were allowed access to many locations, including the Ministry of Finance, which was dressed as Jordan's secret service headquarters, Casablanca airport and a military airfield. The basketball stadium in Rabat[image: External link] was used as the U.S. embassy in Jordan: a CIA office set was built inside the stadium, favoured because its design allowed the cameras to shoot both interior and exterior vistas, thus showing the characters looking out on people and tanks passing in the streets.[19] A nine-week shoot also took place at CLA Studios and in the desert around the city of Ouarzazate[image: External link].[23][24]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cinematography




Body of Lies was Alexander Witt[image: External link]'s first credit as a director of photography[image: External link]; he had collaborated with Ridley Scott on six feature films previously, beginning as a second unit[image: External link] camera operator on Black Rain[image: External link] (1989). He shot the film in the Super 35[image: External link] format with spherical lenses[image: External link], and explained that these lenses offer more flexibility for interior and night pictures than the anamorphic[image: External link] alternative. They used Kodak Vision2 500T 5218 instead of Technicolor's OZ process, which did not perform well in tests in the Moroccan desert.[19]

Scott is known for his skill at filming with multiple camera set-ups and Body of Lies used a minimum of three simultaneously. Witt explained the benefits, "Actors like multiple cameras because they’re always on-camera, so they’re always in character and not wasting time off-camera." One shot of DiCaprio alone in the desert, for example, still used three cameras: one hand-held above the actor, a second capturing a three-quarter back profile, and the third photographing a close-up through the first cameraman's legs.[19] Richard Cronn, the gaffer[image: External link], attributed the success of this difficult approach to Scott's filmmaking intelligence, "Ridley will stand at the monitors and tell you what's he's looking for – he'll look at four monitors and say, 'I'm cutting from this to this to this.' He knows exactly how he will cut it."[19]

In line with the film's use of practical locations, the photography and design departments worked together to incorporate practical light sources such as "lots of bare bulbs, lots of primitive fixtures". In the climactic torture scene, filmed in an ancient, windowless prison cell outside of Rabat, they used only diegetic[image: External link] light: two strong torches carried by the actors playing the torturers. It was filmed with three cameras and bounce cards were used to reflect light onto the actors' faces. Just a little smoke was sprayed in to augment the atmosphere but not dull the contrast.[19]

Scott has used many gradations of lens filter in the past, but declined to do so on Body of Lies. One obtains better finesse using the digital intermediate[image: External link] during post-production[image: External link] and does not risk losing light while selecting filters during expensive on-set time. The filmmakers strove for authenticity and realism in the images, and as such little colouration was added after, and the natural contrast of colours between the locations in Washington and Morocco[image: External link] were allowed to show through.[19]

In the film, images from unmanned aerial drones show the viewer the point of view of CIA commanders in Washington. These were filmed by John Marzano (Aerial Director Of Photography) using a helicopter mounted with a Wescam 35 on the nose of a helicopter, and Cineflex's V14 surveillance system, hanging from the side. Its 1–40 zoom allowed the filmmakers to fly very high and then zoom out of Ferris strolling through a market-place, creating the film's final shot.[19]
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 Music




Main article: Body of Lies (soundtrack)[image: External link]


The film score was composed by Marc Streitenfeld[image: External link], who has now composed music for Ridley Scott for three features. He recorded the orchestral portions of his score at the Eastwood Scoring Stage at Warner Brothers Studios.[25] Of note is the presence of a song in the film named "If the World", performed by Guns N' Roses[image: External link], and taken from their long-delayed Chinese Democracy[image: External link] album. The track plays over the beginning of the end credits, but is not included on the official film soundtrack. Streitenfeld also collaborated with Mike Patton[image: External link] and Serj Tankian[image: External link] on the song "Bird's Eye", which was written specially for the musical score of the film.[26] It was not included on the soundtrack album but was released separately as a single.
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 Release




The film was commercially released in the United States on October 10, 2008.[27] The film has also been purchased by Turner Broadcasting System[image: External link] to screen on the television networks TBS[image: External link] and Turner Network Television[image: External link].[28]

The film was screened on September 30, 2008 at Michigan Technological University,[29] and October 2, 2008 at Duke University, New York Film Academy, University of Maryland and University of Virginia. It was also pre-screened on October 3 at Worcester Polytechnic Institute[image: External link], at Michigan State University, at the University of Michigan, the University of Kansas, East Carolina University, and the University of Chicago[image: External link] on October 7 and at Carnegie Mellon University[image: External link], Cornell University, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute[image: External link], The University at Buffalo, Columbia University, James Madison University, Syracuse University, the University of Colorado[image: External link], the University of Washington[image: External link], and Georgia Southern University[image: External link] on October 9.

Warner Home Video[image: External link] released Body of Lies on DVD on February 17, 2009. The single-disc region one release included surround sound and subtitles in English, French, and Spanish; the two-disc special edition included commentaries by the director, screenwright and original novel author, and a behind the scenes documentary; the Blu-ray[image: External link] edition also included additional commentary on the film's themes.[30]
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 Reception





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Critical response




Body of Lies received mixed reviews from critics. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has a rating of 54%, based on 203 reviews, with an average rating of 5.8/10. The critical consensus reads, "Body of Lies relies too heavily on the performances of DiCaprio and Crowe to lift it above a conventional espionage thriller."[31] On Metacritic the film has a score of 57 out of 100, based on 37 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[32]

Roger Ebert, writing in the Chicago Sun-Times, awarded the film three out of four stars. He praised the "convincing" acting and "realistic locations and terse dialogue" but questioned the verisimilitude[image: External link] of the story and concluded, "Body of Lies contains enough you can believe, or almost believe, that you wish so much of it weren't sensationally implausible."[7] Kenneth Turan reached the same conclusion in the Los Angeles Times, "The skill of top-flight director Ridley Scott and his veteran production team, not to mention the ability of stars Leonardo DiCaprio and Russell Crowe[image: External link], ensure that this story of spies and terrorism in the Middle East is always crisp and watchable," he writes, "but as the film's episodic story gradually reveals itself, it ends up too unconvincing and conventional to consistently hold our attention."[33] Lou Lumenick[image: External link] in the New York Post writes that, "There's nothing here we haven't seen in many other movies"[34] and Lisa Kennedy in the Denver Post summarised: "Body of Lies is an A-list project with B-game results. The movie might be set in the Age of Jihad[image: External link]. But the rules of trust and mistrust are wholly familiar."[35]

Critics observed the film's adherence to conventions of the spy thriller genre; Ebert called it "a James Bond plot" and David Denby[image: External link] pointed out the "usual tropes of the genre—surveillance shots from drones, S.U.V.s tearing across the desert, explosions, scenes of torture" but praised Scott's superior management of space and timing.[5] While Todd McCarthy in Variety praised the initial set-up and conceit of the plot device, he criticised the formulaic approach leading to a "cornball denouement".[4] A. O. Scott[image: External link] in The New York Times writes that director Scott's "professionalism is, as ever, present in every frame and scene, but this time it seems singularly untethered from anything like zeal, conviction or even curiosity."[6] Joe Neumaier writes in the New York Daily News that the film "aims to be up-to-the-moment – yet feels same-old, same-old."[36] Kennedy called the love story between DiCaprio and Farahani contrived, saying that while DiCaprio seemed more at home in those scenes, it made the film seem "foolish".[35] Ebert thought the cultural context of their relationship was well established, but that it essentially existed as a convenience of the plot, to set up the unlikely conclusion.[7] Scott would have preferred the psychological tensions linking the three leading men were allowed develop further.[6]

Mark Strong[image: External link]'s performance was mentioned by several critics, with Scott calling it "a marvel of exotic suavity and cool insinuation"[6] while Ebert "particularly admired" his aura of suave control.[7]
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 Box office




Body of Lies earned $12.9 million on its first weekend in theatres in the United States and Canada, 40% less than expected. This placed it as the third highest earning film that weekend, behind Disney's Beverly Hills Chihuahua[image: External link], which turned out to be No. 1 with a take of $17.5 million in its second week, and Sony/Screen Gems's Quarantine[image: External link], which earned $14.2 million—about $2 million more than it cost to make. A Warner Bros. executive said he was disappointed with the film's opening and attributed it to its controversial storyline, although Body of Lies fared better than previous pictures about the "war on terrorism" such as Rendition[image: External link], In the Valley of Elah[image: External link], and Lions for Lambs[image: External link], which all performed well below studios' expectations. In a fourteen-week theatrical run in the United States and Canada, the film earned $39 million.[37]

Outside North America it opened reasonably well. In Australia it was the highest-earning film in its opening weekend of October 9–12, 2008 with $2,104,319, ahead of Pixar Animation's Wall-E[image: External link], which fell to second place, while Beverly Hills Chihuahua held third.[38] In the United Kingdom, the film's earnings were the second-highest behind Quantum of Solace[image: External link] during November 21–23, its opening weekend. It earned £991,939 from 393 screens.[39] Overall, while the film grossed only $40 million at the North American box office, it has grossed $115,097,286 worldwide. In the United States, contemporary war films have performed relatively poorly. Warner Bros. had hoped the large budget and Scott's direction could better them, but the film performed relatively poorly compared to his others; analysts attributed this to the film's Middle East setting and exploration of terrorism. Brandon Gray pointed out that people read these themes in the news media already, and there is a perception that Hollywood films are biased.[40]
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	List of films featuring drones[image: External link]

	Leonardo DiCaprio filmography[image: External link]

	Russell Crowe filmography[image: External link]
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Revolutionary Road (film)






Revolutionary Road is a 2008 British-American romantic[image: External link] drama film directed by Sam Mendes[image: External link]. It was written by Justin Haythe and based on the 1961 novel of the same name by Richard Yates. This is the second on-screen collaboration between Leonardo DiCaprio, Kate Winslet[image: External link] and Kathy Bates[image: External link], who previously co-starred in Titanic. The performances of DiCaprio and Winslet earned them a Golden Globe Award for Best Actor - Motion Picture Drama[image: External link] nomination and a Golden Globe Award for Best Actress[image: External link] respectively, and the film was nominated for a further three Golden Globes[image: External link], four BAFTAs[image: External link] and three Oscars[image: External link].

The film premiered in Los Angeles on 15 December 2008, followed by a limited U.S. release on 26 December 2008 and a wide U.S. release on 23 January 2009. In most other countries it was released between 15 and 30 January 2009.



TOP
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 Plot




In 1955, Frank Wheeler (Leonardo DiCaprio) meets April (Kate Winslet[image: External link]) at a party. He is a longshoreman[image: External link], hoping to be a cashier[image: External link] – she wants to be an actress. Frank later secures a sales position with Knox Machines, for which his father worked for twenty years, and he and April marry. The Wheelers move to 115 Revolutionary Road in suburban Connecticut[image: External link] when April becomes pregnant.

The couple becomes close friends with their realtor[image: External link] Helen Givings (Kathy Bates[image: External link]) and her husband Howard Givings (Richard Easton[image: External link]), and neighbor Milly Campbell (Kathryn Hahn[image: External link]) and her husband Shep (David Harbour[image: External link]). To their friends, the Wheelers are the perfect couple, but their relationship is troubled. April fails to make a career out of acting, while Frank hates the tedium of his work. Meanwhile, Helen asks the couple to meet her son, John (Michael Shannon), who had been declared insane, to try to help better his condition. They accept.

April wants new scenery and a chance to support the family so that Frank can find his passion, and so suggests that they move to Paris[image: External link] to start a new life away from the "hopeless emptiness" of their repetitive lifestyle.

The Givings (including John) talk with April and Frank. During the conversation, the Wheelers tell the Givings about their plans to live in Paris. Surprisingly, the only person that seems to comprehend their decision is John.

As the couple prepares to move, they are forced to reconsider. Frank is offered a promotion, and April becomes pregnant again. When Frank discovers she is contemplating having an abortion, he is furious and starts screaming at April, leading to a serious altercation, in which April says that they had their second child only to prove the first child was not a "mistake".

The next day, Frank takes the promotion and tries to accept his uneventful life. At the end of an evening at a jazz bar with the Campbells, Shep and April end up alone together and have sex in the car. Shep professes his long-held love for April, but she rejects his interest.

The following day, Frank confesses to having had an affair with a female assistant at his office, hoping to reconcile with April. To his surprise, April responds apathetically and tells him it does not matter as her love for him has gone, which he does not believe. The Givings come over for dinner, and Frank announces to the guests that their plans have changed, as April is pregnant. John harshly lambasts Frank for crushing April's hope as well as his acceptance of his circumstances. Angered, Frank nearly attacks John, and the Givings hurry out. Afterwards, Frank and April have a severe verbal altercation, after which April flees the house.

Frank spends the night in a drunken stupor but is shocked to find April in the kitchen the next morning, calmly making breakfast. April's mood seems to have improved, but after bidding goodbye to Frank, she breaks down and prepares to perform her own vacuum aspiration[image: External link] abortion, which proves fatal. Shep goes to the hospital to support Frank, who hysterically tells him, "she did it to herself." April dies in the hospital due to complications following the abortion.

Frank, feeling deep guilt and now a hollow shell of his former self, moves to the city and starts selling computers. He spends all of his extra time with his children. A new couple, the Braces, buy the house and we hear Milly telling the story of the Wheelers to them. Shep stops the story and walks out of the house, crying. When Milly asks Shep what's wrong, he asks her in return to never talk about the Wheelers ever again.

Helen talks to her husband years later about how the Braces seem to be the best-suited couple for the Wheeler's old house. When her husband mentions the Wheelers, Helen starts to talk about why she did not like them. As she continues talking about all of the things that she did not like about them, her husband turns off his hearing aid.
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 Cast





	
Leonardo DiCaprio as Frank Wheeler

	
Kate Winslet[image: External link] as April Wheeler

	
Michael Shannon as John Givings, Jr.

	
Kathryn Hahn[image: External link] as Milly Campbell

	
David Harbour[image: External link] as Shep Campbell

	
Kathy Bates[image: External link] as Helen Givings

	
Ty Simpkins[image: External link] as Michael Wheeler

	
Richard Easton[image: External link] as Howard Givings

	
Ryan Simpkins[image: External link] as Jennifer Wheeler

	
Dylan Baker[image: External link] as Jack Ordway

	
Zoe Kazan[image: External link] as Maureen Grube

	
Max Casella[image: External link] as Ed Small

	
Jay O. Sanders[image: External link] as Bart Pollock
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 Development




After Richard Yates' novel was published in 1961, director John Frankenheimer[image: External link] considered filming it, but opted to make The Manchurian Candidate[image: External link] instead.[2] Samuel Goldwyn, Jr.[image: External link], expressed an interest in making it into a film but others in his studio convinced him that it lacked commercial prospects.[3] In 1965, producer Albert S. Ruddy[image: External link] bought the rights but did not like the book's ending, and wanted to obscure April's death with "tricky camerawork".[3] He became involved in adapting The Godfather[image: External link] and, five years later, while a writer-in-residence at Wichita State University[image: External link], Yates offered to adapt his work for the screen. Ruddy had other projects lined up at the time and demurred, eventually selling the rights to actor Patrick O'Neal[image: External link]. The actor loved the book and spent the rest of his life trying to finish a workable screenplay.[3] Yates read O'Neal's treatment of his novel and found it "godawful", but O'Neal refused the writer's repeated offers to buy back the rights. Yates died in 1992, O'Neal two years later.[2]

The project remained in limbo until 2001 when Todd Field[image: External link] expressed interest in adapting it for the screen. However, when told by the O'Neal estate he would be required to shoot O'Neal's script as written, Field stepped away from the material and opted to make Little Children[image: External link] instead.[4] David Thompson[image: External link] eventually purchased the rights for BBC Films[image: External link].[5] In March 2007, BBC Films established a partnership with DreamWorks[image: External link], and the rights to the film's worldwide distribution were assigned to Paramount Pictures[image: External link], owner of DreamWorks. On 14 February 2008, Paramount announced that Paramount Vantage[image: External link] was "taking over distribution duties on Revolutionary Road".[6] The BBC hired Justin Haythe to write the screenplay because, according to the screenwriter, he was "hugely affordable".[3]

Kate Winslet sent producer Scott Rudin[image: External link] the script and he told her that her then husband, director Sam Mendes, would be perfect to direct it.[3] She gave Mendes Yates' novel and told him, "I really want to play this part".[7] He read Haythe's script and then the book in quick succession. Haythe's first draft was very faithful to the novel, using large parts of Yates' own language, but Mendes told him to find ways to externalize what Frank and April do not say to each other.[3]

Once Leonardo DiCaprio agreed to do the film, it went almost immediately into production.[3] DiCaprio said that he saw his character as "unheroic" and "slightly cowardly" and that he was "willing to be just a product of his environment".[8] DiCaprio prepared for the role by watching several documentaries about the 1950s and the origin of suburbs. He said that the film was not meant to be a romance and that he and Winslet intentionally avoided films that show them in romantic roles since Titanic.[8] Both DiCaprio and Winslet were reluctant to make films similar to Titanic because "we just knew it would be a fundamental mistake to try to repeat any of those themes".[9] To prepare for the role, Winslet read The Feminine Mystique[image: External link] by Betty Friedan[image: External link].[10]

Mendes had the cast rehearse for three-and-a-half weeks before principal photography and shot everything in sequence and on location.[11] Actor Michael Shannon said that he did not feel that on the set of the film there were any stars, but "a group of people united by a passion for the material and wanting to honor the book".[12] He said that Winslet and DiCaprio could only make such a good performance as a couple because they had developed a friendship since their work on Titanic. For Shannon, it was more important to prepare for the moment when he walked on the set than being concerned about the movie stars he was working with.[12] On the fight scenes between him and Winslet, DiCaprio said, "So much of what happens between Frank and April in this film is what's left unsaid. I actually found it a real joy to do those fight scenes because finally, these people were letting each other have it."[9] The shoot was so emotionally and physically exhausting for DiCaprio that he postponed his next film for two months.[11]

Mendes wanted to create a claustrophobic[image: External link] dynamic and shot all of the Wheeler house interiors in an actual house in Darien[image: External link], Connecticut[image: External link]. DiCaprio remembers, "it was many months in this house and there was no escaping the environment. I think it fed into the performances." They could not film in a period accurate house because it would have been too small to shoot inside.[13] Production Designer Kristi Zea is responsible for the "iconic, nostalgic images of quaint Americana", although she says that was "absolutely the antithesis of what we wanted to do".[13] Zea chose for the set of this film furnishings that "middle-class America would be buying at that time".[13]

During the post-production[image: External link] phase, Mendes cut 18 scenes, or 20 minutes to achieve a less literal version that he saw as more in the spirit of Yates' novel.[3]
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 Release




Revolutionary Road had a limited release in the United States at three theatres on December 26, 2008, and a wide release at 1,058 theatres on January 23, 2009. Revolutionary Road has earned $22.9 million at the domestic box office and $52.3 million internationally for a worldwide total of $75.2 million.[1]
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 Critical reception




Revolutionary Road received generally positive reviews from critics.

Kenneth Turan[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times said:



	“
	It takes the skill of stars Kate Winslet and Leonardo DiCaprio and director Sam Mendes to get this film to a place where it involves and moves us—which it finally does—but it is a near thing... Justin Haythe's screenplay does many good things, but it can't escape the arch lingo of the time... and that in turn makes the film's concerns initially feel dated and outmoded as well... Encouraged by Mendes' artful direction, his gift for eliciting naturalness, the core of this film finally cries out to us today, makes us see that the notion of characters struggling with life, with the despair of betraying their best selves because of what society will or won't allow, is as gripping and relevant now as it ever was. Or ever will be.[14]

	”




Joe Neumaier of the New York Daily News said:



	“
	[the film] comes close but falls short of capturing Richard Yates' terrific novel... the movie—two-thirds Mad Men[image: External link], one-third American Beauty[image: External link], with a John Cheever[image: External link] chaser—works best when focusing on the personal. Thankfully, it's there that Mendes and screenwriter Justin Haythe catch some of Yates' weighty ideas, and where Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet succeed in doing the heavy lifting... DiCaprio, round-shouldered and sleepy-eyed, and Winslet, watchful and alert, raise up each other and everything around them. Never once shadowed by Titanic, they suggest, often wordlessly, the box the Wheelers have found themselves in. Whereas the novel is told mostly from Frank's viewpoint, the movie is just as much April's, and Winslet, whether fighting back or fighting back tears, is sensational.[15]

	”




Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times gave Revolutionary Road four stars out of four, commending the acting and screenplay and calling the film "so good it is devastating". He said of Winslet and DiCaprio, "they are so good, they stop being actors and become the people I grew up around."[16]

Todd McCarthy of Variety called the film "faithful, intelligent, admirably acted, superbly shot" and added, "It also offers a near-perfect case study of the ways in which film is incapable of capturing certain crucial literary qualities, in this case the very things that elevate the book from being a merely insightful study of a deteriorating marriage into a remarkable one... Even when the dramatic temperature is cranked up too high, the picture's underpinnings seem only partly present, to the point where one suspects that what it's reaching for dramatically might be all but unattainable—perhaps approachable only by Pinter[image: External link] at his peak."[17] McCarthy later significantly qualified his review, calling Revolutionary Road "problematic" and that it "has some issues that just won't go away".[18] He concludes that Revolutionary Road suffers in comparison to Billy Wilder[image: External link]'s The Apartment[image: External link] and Richard Quine[image: External link]'s Strangers When We Meet[image: External link] because of its "narrow vision", even arguing that the television series Mad Men[image: External link] handles the issues of conformity, frustration, and hypocrisy "with more panache and precision".[18]

David Ansen[image: External link] of Newsweek[image: External link] said the film "is lushly, impeccably mounted—perhaps too much so. Mendes, a superb stage director, has an innately theatrical style: everything pops off the screen a little bigger and bolder than life, but the effect, rather than intensifying the emotions, calls attention to itself. Instead of losing myself in the story, I often felt on the outside looking in, appreciating the craftsmanship, but one step removed from the agony on display. Revolutionary Road is impressive, but it feels like a classic encased in amber."[19]

Owen Gleiberman of Entertainment Weekly graded the film B+ and commented:



	“
	The film is lavishly dark—some might say too dark—yet I'd suggest it has a different limitation: For all its shattering domestic discord, there's something remote and aestheticized about it. April brings a private well of conflict to her middle-class prison, but Winslet is so meticulous in her telegraphed despair that she intrigues us, moves us, yet never quite touches our unguarded nerves.[20]

	”




Kirk Honeycutt of The Hollywood Reporter called the film a "didactic, emotionally overblown critique of the soulless suburbs" and added, "Revolutionary Road is, essentially, a repeat for Mendes of American Beauty[image: External link]... Once more, the suburbs are well-upholstered nightmares and its denizens clueless—other than one estranged male. Clearly, this environment attracts the dramatic sensibilities of this theater-trained director. Everything is boldly indicated to the audience from arch acting styles to the wink-wink, nod-nod of its design. Indeed his actors play the subtext with such fury that the text virtually disappears. Subtlety is not one of Mendes' strong suits."[21]

Rex Reed[image: External link] of The New York Observer[image: External link] called the film "a flawless, moment-to-moment autopsy[image: External link] of a marriage on the rocks and an indictment of the American Dream[image: External link] gone sour" and "a profound, intelligent and deeply heartfelt work that raises the bar of filmmaking to exhilarating."[22]

Peter Travers[image: External link] of Rolling Stone called the film "raw and riveting" and commented, "Directed with extraordinary skill by Sam Mendes, who warms the chill in the Yates-faithful script by Justin Haythe, the film is a tough road well worth traveling . . . DiCaprio is in peak form, bringing layers of buried emotion to a defeated man. And the glorious Winslet defines what makes an actress great, blazing commitment to a character and the range to make every nuance felt."[23]

Mick LaSalle of the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] voted the film as his best of 2008. He commented, "Finally, this is a movie that can and should be seen more than once. Watch it one time through her eyes. Watch it again through his eyes. It works both ways. It works in every way. This is a great American film."[24]

It holds a 67% rating from critics on review aggregate website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], based on 203 reviews, with the consensus being "Brilliantly acted and emotionally powerful, Revolutionary Road is a handsome adaptation of Richard Yates' celebrated novel".[25] Metacritic lists it with a 69 out of 100, which indicates "generally favorable reviews", based on 38 reviews.[26]
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 Top ten lists




The film appeared on several critics' top ten lists of the best films of 2008.[27]


	1st – Mick LaSalle[image: External link], San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link]


	2nd – Rex Reed[image: External link], New York Observer[image: External link]


	6th – Joe Neumaier, New York Daily News


	6th – Peter Travers[image: External link], Rolling Stone


	7th – Lou Lumenick[image: External link], New York Post[image: External link]


	8th – James Berardinelli[image: External link], ReelViews


	9th – David Denby[image: External link], The New Yorker[image: External link]


	Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times (Ebert gave an alphabetical top 20 list)
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 Accolades






	Awards[28]



	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Outcome



	Academy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Michael Shannon
	Nominated



	Best Art Direction[image: External link]
	Debra Schutt[image: External link] and Kristi Zea
	Nominated



	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Albert Wolsky[image: External link]
	Nominated



	BAFTA Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Kate Winslet[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Albert Wolsky
	Nominated



	Best Production Design[image: External link]
	Debra Schutt and Kristi Zea
	Nominated



	Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]
	Justin Haythe
	Nominated



	Chicago Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Michael Shannon
	Nominated



	Costume Designers Guild[image: External link]
	Best Costume Design – Period Film
	Albert Wolsky
	Nominated



	Dallas–Fort Worth Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Kate Winslet
	5th Place



	Detroit Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Kate Winslet
	Won



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Michael Shannon
	Nominated



	Best Cast
	
	Nominated



	Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]
	Best Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	Best Actress – Motion Picture Drama[image: External link]
	Kate Winslet
	Won



	Best Director – Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Sam Mendes[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Houston Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	Best Actress
	Kate Winslet
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography
	Roger Deakins[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Original Score
	Thomas Newman[image: External link]
	Nominated



	London Film Critics' Circle[image: External link]
	Actress of the Year
	Kate Winslet

(also for The Reader[image: External link])
	Won



	New York Film Critics Circle[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Kate Winslet
	3rd Place



	Online Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Kate Winslet
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Michael Shannon
	Nominated



	Palm Springs International Film Festival[image: External link]
	Ensemble Cast
	Leonardo DiCaprio, Kate Winslet, Michael Shannon, Kathryn Hahn[image: External link], David Harbour[image: External link], Kathy Bates[image: External link], Dylan Baker[image: External link] and Zoe Kazan[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	Top 10 Films of 2008
	
	Won



	Best Art Direction and Production Design[image: External link]
	Kristi Zea, Teresa Carriker-Thayer, John Kasarda, and Nicholas Lundy
	Nominated



	Best Film – Drama[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]
	Justin Haythe
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Michael Shannon
	Won



	Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link]
	Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]
	Kate Winslet
	Nominated



	St. Louis Gateway Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Leonardo Dicaprio
	Nominated



	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Kate Winslet

(also for The Reader)
	Won



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Michael Shannon
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography
	Roger Deakins
	Nominated



	Vancouver Film Critics Circle[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Kate Winslet

(also for The Reader)
	Won




According to Academy rules, an actor or actress may receive only one nomination per category, and due to the difference in rules between the Golden Globes and Academy Awards, Kate Winslet's role in The Reader was considered a leading one by the Academy, while the Golden Globe regarded it a supporting role. So, as Winslet's performance in The Reader had been nominated for Best Actress in 2008 by the Academy, her performance in Revolutionary Road couldn't be nominated.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Shutter Island (film)






Shutter Island is a 2010 American neo-noir[image: External link] psychological thriller film directed by Martin Scorsese and written by Laeta Kalogridis[image: External link], based on Dennis Lehane's 2003 novel of the same name. Leonardo DiCaprio stars as U.S. Marshal[image: External link] Edward "Teddy" Daniels who is investigating a psychiatric facility on Shutter Island after one of the patients goes missing. Mark Ruffalo plays his partner officer, Ben Kingsley is the facility's lead psychiatrist, and Michelle Williams[image: External link] is Daniels' wife. The film received generally favorable reviews from critics and grossed over $294 million at the box office.[2]



TOP
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 Plot




In 1954, U.S. Marshals[image: External link] Edward "Teddy" Daniels and his new partner Chuck Aule travel to the Ashecliffe Hospital for the criminally insane[image: External link] on Shutter Island in Boston Harbor[image: External link]. They are investigating the disappearance of patient Rachel Solando, who was incarcerated for drowning her three children. Their only clue is a cryptic note found hidden in Solando's room: "The law of 4; who is 67?" They arrive just before a storm hits, preventing their return to the mainland for a few days.

Daniels and Aule find the staff confrontational. Dr. John Cawley, the lead psychiatrist, refuses to turn over records, and they learn that Solando's doctor Lester Sheehan left the island on vacation immediately after Solando disappeared. They are given access to the hospital, but they are told that Ward C is off limits and that the lighthouse has already been searched. While being interviewed, one patient secretly writes the word "RUN" in Daniels' notepad. Daniels starts to have migraine[image: External link] headaches from the hospital's atmosphere and experiences waking visions of his involvement in the Dachau liberation reprisals[image: External link]. He has disturbing dreams of his wife Dolores Chanal, who was killed in a fire set by a local arsonist named Andrew Laeddis. In one instance, she tells him that Solando is still on the island somewhere—as is Laeddis, who everyone claims was never there to begin with. Daniels later explains to Aule that locating Laeddis was an ulterior personal motive for taking the case.

During their investigation, Daniels and Aule find that Solando has abruptly resurfaced with no explanation as to her former whereabouts or how she escaped. This prompts Daniels to break into the restricted Ward C. There he encounters George Noyce, a patient in solitary confinement. Noyce warns him that the doctors are performing questionable experiments on the patients, some of whom are taken to the lighthouse to be lobotomized[image: External link]. Noyce warns Daniels that everyone else on the island is playing an elaborate game specifically designed for Daniels—including his partner Aule.

Daniels regroups with Aule and is determined to investigate the lighthouse. They become separated while climbing the cliffs toward it, and Daniels later sees what he believes to be Aule's body on the rocks below. By the time that he climbs down, however, the body has disappeared, but he finds a cave where he discovers a woman in hiding who claims to be the real Rachel Solando. She states that she is a former psychiatrist at the hospital who discovered the experiments with psychotropic medication[image: External link] and trans-orbital lobotomy in an attempt to develop mind control[image: External link] techniques. Before she could report her findings to the authorities, however, she was forcibly committed to Ashecliffe as a patient. Daniels returns to the hospital, but finds no evidence of Aule ever being there.

Daniels is convinced that Aule was taken to the lighthouse; he breaks into it only to discover Cawley calmly waiting there for him. Cawley explains that Daniels is actually Andrew Laeddis, their "most dangerous patient" incarcerated in Ward C for murdering his manic depressive[image: External link] wife Dolores Chanal after she drowned their children. Edward Daniels and Rachel Solando are anagrams[image: External link] of Andrew Laeddis and Dolores Chanal; furthermore, the little girl from Laeddis' recurring dreams is his daughter Rachel.

According to Cawley, the events of the past several days have been designed to break Laeddis' conspiracy[image: External link]-laden insanity by allowing him to play out the role of Daniels. The hospital staff were part of the test, including Dr. Sheehan posing as Aule and a nurse posing as Rachel Solando. The migraines that Laeddis suffered were withdrawal symptoms from his medication, as were the hallucinations of the "real Rachel Solando". Overwhelmed, Laeddis faints.

Laeddis awakens in the hospital under watch of Cawley and Sheehan. When questioned, he tells the truth in a coherent manner, which satisfies the doctors as a sign of progression. Nevertheless, Cawley notes that they had achieved this state nine months before but Laeddis had quickly regressed, and further warns that this will be his last chance to redeem himself.

Some time later, Laeddis relaxes on the hospital grounds with Dr. Sheehan, but he calls him "Chuck" and says that they need to leave the island. Sheehan shakes his head to an observing Cawley, who gestures to the orderlies towards Laeddis. Laeddis asks Dr. Sheehan if it is worse to live as a monster or die as a good man and is then led away by the orderlies.
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 Cast






	
Leonardo DiCaprio as Edward "Teddy" Daniels

	
Mark Ruffalo as Chuck Aule

	
Ben Kingsley as Dr. John Cawley

	
Max von Sydow[image: External link] as Dr. Jeremiah Naehring

	
Michelle Williams[image: External link] as Dolores Chanal

	
Emily Mortimer[image: External link] as Rachel Solando

	
Patricia Clarkson[image: External link] as Dr. Rachel Solando

	
Jackie Earle Haley[image: External link] as George Noyce

	
Ted Levine[image: External link] as Warden

	
John Carroll Lynch[image: External link] as Deputy Warden McPherson

	
Elias Koteas[image: External link] as Andrew Laeddis

	
Ruby Jerins[image: External link] as Little Girl

	
Robin Bartlett[image: External link] as Bridget Kearns

	
Christopher Denham[image: External link] as Peter Breene
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 Production




The rights to Dennis Lehane's novel Shutter Island were first optioned to Columbia Pictures[image: External link] in 2003. Columbia did not act on the option and it lapsed back to Lehane who sold it to Phoenix Pictures. Phoenix hired Laeta Kalogridis[image: External link] and together they developed the film for a year. Director Martin Scorsese and actor Leonardo DiCaprio were both attracted to the project.[3] Production began on March 6, 2008.[4]

Lehane's inspiration for the hospital and island setting was Long Island[image: External link] in Boston Harbor[image: External link], which he had visited during the Blizzard of 1978[image: External link] as a child with his uncle and family.[5]

Shutter Island was mainly filmed in Massachusetts[image: External link], with Taunton[image: External link] being the location for the World War II flashback scenes.[6] Old industrial buildings in Taunton's Whittenton Mills Complex[image: External link] replicated the Dachau concentration camp[image: External link].[7] The old Medfield State Hospital[image: External link] in Medfield, Massachusetts[image: External link] was another key location. Cawley's office scenes were the second floor of the chapel during the late evening. Lights were shone through the windows to make it look like it was daytime. The crew painted the hospital's brick walls to look like plywood. This served the dual purpose of acting as scenery and blocking the set from view of a local road. The crew wanted to film at the old Worcester State Hospital[image: External link], but demolition of surrounding buildings made it impossible. Borderland State Park[image: External link] in Easton, Massachusetts[image: External link] was used for the cabin scene. The film used Peddocks Island[image: External link] as a setting for the story's island. East Point[image: External link], in Nahant, Massachusetts[image: External link] was the location for the lighthouse scenes.[8] Filming ended on July 2, 2008.[9]

Shutter Island was originally slated to be released on October 2, 2009, but Paramount Pictures[image: External link] delayed it until February 19, 2010.[10]
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 Music




Shutter Island: Music from the Motion Picture was released on February 2, 2010, by Rhino Records[image: External link]. The film does not have an original score. Instead, Scorsese's longtime collaborator Robbie Robertson[image: External link] created an ensemble of previously recorded material to use in the film.

According to a statement on Paramount's website: "The collection of modern classical music[image: External link] [on the soundtrack album] was hand-selected by Robertson, who is proud of its scope and sound. 'This may be the most outrageous and beautiful soundtrack I've ever heard.' [Robertson stated]."[11]

A full track-listing of the album can be seen below. All the musical works are featured in the final film.


	Disc 1




	"Fog Tropes" (Ingram Marshall[image: External link]) – (Orchestra of St. Lukes & John Adams[image: External link])


	"Symphony No. 3: Passacaglia[image: External link] – Allegro Moderato" (Krzysztof Penderecki[image: External link]) – (National Polish Radio Symphony & Antoni Wit[image: External link])


	"Music for Marcel Duchamp[image: External link]" (John Cage[image: External link]) – (Philipp Vandré)


	"Hommage à John Cage[image: External link]" – (Nam June Paik[image: External link])


	"Lontano" (György Ligeti[image: External link]) – (Wiener Philharmoniker & Claudio Abbado[image: External link])


	"Rothko Chapel 2" (Morton Feldman[image: External link]) – (UC Berkeley Chamber Chorus)


	" Cry[image: External link]" – (Johnnie Ray[image: External link])


	"On the Nature of Daylight[image: External link]" – (Max Richter[image: External link])


	" Uaxuctum[image: External link]: The Legend of the Mayan City Which They Themselves Destroyed for Religious Reasons – 3rd Movement" (Giacinto Scelsi[image: External link]) – (Vienna Radio Symphony Orchestra[image: External link])


	"Quartet for Strings and Piano in A Minor[image: External link]" (Gustav Mahler[image: External link]) – (Prazak Quartet)





	Disc 2




	"Christian Zeal and Activity[image: External link]" (John Adams) – (The San Francisco Symphony & Edo de Waart[image: External link])


	"Suite for Symphonic Strings: Nocturne" (Lou Harrison[image: External link]) – (The New Professionals Orchestra & Rebecca Miller)


	"Lizard Point[image: External link]" – (Brian Eno[image: External link])


	"Four Hymns: II for Cello and Double Bass" (Alfred Schnittke[image: External link]) – (Torleif Thedéen & Entcho Radoukanov)


	"Root of an Unfocus[image: External link]" (John Cage) – (Boris Berman[image: External link])


	"Prelude – The Bay" – (Ingram Marshall[image: External link])


	"Wheel of Fortune[image: External link]" – (Kay Starr[image: External link])


	"Tomorrow Night[image: External link]" – (Lonnie Johnson[image: External link])


	"This Bitter Earth[image: External link]"/"On the Nature of Daylight" – (Dinah Washington[image: External link] & Max Richter; Arrangement by Robbie Robertson[image: External link])
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 Genre




Shutter Island is a period piece[image: External link] with nods to different films in the film noir[image: External link] and horror genres, paying particular homage to Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link]'s works.[12] Scorsese stated in an interview that the main reference to Teddy Daniels was Dana Andrews[image: External link]' character in Laura[image: External link], and that he was also influenced by several very low-budget 1940s zombie movies[image: External link] made by Val Lewton[image: External link].[13] The main frame of the plot resembles that of William Peter Blatty[image: External link]'s The Ninth Configuration[image: External link],[14][15][16] as well as The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari[image: External link].[16][17][18] La Croix noted that Shutter Island was a "complex and puzzling" work which borrowed from genres as diverse as detective, fantasy, and the psychological thriller.[19]

There have been differing opinions over the ending of the film in which Laeddis asks Dr. Sheehan, "[W]hich would be worse – to live as a monster, or to die as a good man?", a line that does not appear in the book. Professor James Gilligan[image: External link] of New York University was Scorsese's psychiatric adviser, and he said that Laeddis' last words mean: "I feel too guilty to go on living. I'm not going to actually commit suicide, but I'm going to vicariously commit suicide by handing myself over to these people who're going to lobotomize me."[20] Dennis Lehane however said, "Personally, I think he has a momentary flash.… It's just one moment of sanity mixed in the midst of all the other delusions."[20]
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 Release




The film was scheduled to be released by Paramount Pictures[image: External link] in the United States and Canada on October 2, 2009.[21] Paramount later announced it was going to push back the release date to February 19, 2010.[22] Reports attribute the pushback to Paramount not having "the financing in 2009 to spend the $50 to $60 million necessary to market a big awards pic like this," to DiCaprio's unavailability to promote the film internationally, and to Paramount's hope that the economy might rebound enough by February 2010 that a film geared toward adult audiences would be more viable financially.[23]

The film premiered at the 60th Berlin International Film Festival[image: External link] as part of the competition screening on February 13, 2010.[24][25] Spanish distributor Manga Films distributed the film in Spain after winning a bidding war that reportedly reached the $6 million to $8 million range.[26]
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 Critical reception




Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the film an approval rating of 68% based on 241 reviews, with an average rating[image: External link] of 6.6/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "It may not rank with Scorsese's best work, but Shutter Island's gleefully unapologetic genre thrills represent the director at his most unrestrained."[27] On Metacritic, the film received a weighted average score of 63 out of 100, based on 37 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[28] Audiences surveyed by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an average "C+" grade, on an A+ to F scale.[29]

Lawrence Toppman of The Charlotte Observer[image: External link] gave the film 4/4 stars claiming "After four decades, Martin Scorsese has earned the right to deliver a simple treatment of a simple theme with flair."[30] Writing for The Wall Street Journal, John Anderson highly praised the film, suggesting it "requires multiple viewings to be fully realized as a work of art. Its process is more important than its story, its structure more important than the almost perfunctory plot twists it perpetrates. It's a thriller, a crime story and a tortured psychological parable about collective guilt."[31] Awarding the film 3½ stars out of 4, Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times wrote "the movie is about: atmosphere, ominous portents, the erosion of Teddy's confidence and even his identity. It's all done with flawless directorial command. Scorsese has fear to evoke, and he does it with many notes."[32]

The Orlando Sentinel[image: External link]'s Roger Moore, who gave the film 2½ stars out of 4, wrote, "It's not bad, but as Scorsese, America's greatest living filmmaker and film history buff should know, even Hitchcock came up short on occasion. See for yourself."[33] Dana Stevens[image: External link] of Slate[image: External link] described the film "an aesthetically and at times intellectually exciting puzzle, but it's never emotionally involving."[34] The Washington Post[image: External link] film critic Ann Hornaday negatively described the film as being "weird".[35] A. O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times wrote in his review that "Something TERRIBLE is afoot. Sadly, that something turns out to be the movie itself."[36]
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 Box office




The film opened #1 at the US box office with $41 million, according to studio estimates. The movie gave Scorsese his best box office opening yet.[37] The film remained #1 in its second weekend with $22.2 million.[38] Eventually, the film grossed worldwide $294,803,014[2] and became Scorsese's second highest-grossing film worldwide.[39]
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 Home media




Shutter Island was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] on June 8, 2010, in the US,[40] and on August 2, 2010 in the UK.[41] The UK release featured two editions—a standard edition and a limited steel-case edition.
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Inception






For other uses, see Inception (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Inception is a 2010 science fiction film written, co-produced, and directed by Christopher Nolan, and co-produced by Emma Thomas[image: External link]. The film stars Leonardo DiCaprio as a professional thief who steals information[image: External link] by infiltrating the subconscious[image: External link], and is offered a chance to have his criminal history erased as payment for a seemingly impossible task: "inception", the implantation of another person's idea into a target's subconscious.[4] The ensemble cast[image: External link] additionally includes Ken Watanabe, Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Marion Cotillard, Ellen Page, Tom Hardy, Dileep Rao[image: External link], Cillian Murphy, Tom Berenger[image: External link], and Michael Caine.

After the 2002 completion of Insomnia[image: External link], Nolan presented to Warner Bros.[image: External link] a written 80-page treatment[image: External link] about a horror film envisioning "dream stealers" based on lucid dreaming.[5] Deciding he needed more experience before tackling a production of this magnitude and complexity, Nolan retired the project and instead worked on 2005's Batman Begins[image: External link], 2006's The Prestige[image: External link], and The Dark Knight[image: External link] in 2008.[6] The treatment was revised over 6 months and was purchased by Warner in February 2009.[7] Inception was filmed in six countries, beginning in Tokyo on June 19 and ending in Canada on November 22.[8] Its official budget was US$160 million, split between Warner Bros[image: External link] and Legendary[image: External link].[9] Nolan's reputation and success with The Dark Knight helped secure the film's $100 million in advertising expenditure.

Inception's première was held in London on July 8, 2010; its wide release to both conventional and IMAX[image: External link] theaters began on July 16, 2010.[10][11] A box office success, Inception grossed over $800 million worldwide.[3] The home video market also had strong results, with $68 million in DVD and Blu-ray sales. Inception opened to acclaim from critics, who praised its story, score, and ensemble cast.[12] It won four Academy Awards for Best Cinematography[image: External link], Best Sound Editing[image: External link], Best Sound Mixing[image: External link], and Best Visual Effects[image: External link], and was nominated for four more: Best Picture[image: External link], Best Original Screenplay[image: External link], Best Art Direction[image: External link], and Best Original Score[image: External link].



TOP
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Dominick "Dom" Cobb (Leonardo DiCaprio) and Arthur (Joseph Gordon-Levitt) are "extractors", who perform corporate espionage[image: External link] using an experimental military technology to infiltrate the subconscious[image: External link] of their targets and extract valuable information through a shared[image: External link] dream world[image: External link]. Their latest target, Japanese businessman Saito (Ken Watanabe), reveals that he arranged their mission himself to test Cobb for a seemingly-impossible job: planting an idea in a person's subconscious, or "inception".

To break up the energy[image: External link] conglomerate[image: External link] of ailing competitor Maurice Fischer (Pete Postlethwaite[image: External link]), Saito wants Cobb to convince Fischer's son and heir, Robert (Cillian Murphy), to dissolve his father's company. In return, Saito promises to use his influence to clear Cobb of a murder charge, allowing Cobb to return home to his children. Cobb accepts the offer and assembles his team: Eames (Tom Hardy), a conman and identity forger; Yusuf (Dileep Rao[image: External link]), a chemist who concocts a powerful sedative[image: External link] for a stable "dream within a dream[image: External link]" strategy; and Ariadne (Ellen Page), an architecture student tasked with designing the labyrinth[image: External link] of the dream landscapes, recruited with the help of Cobb's father-in-law, Professor Stephen Miles (Michael Caine). While dream-sharing with Cobb, Ariadne learns his subconscious houses an invasive projection of his late wife Mal (Marion Cotillard).

When the elder Fischer dies in Sydney, Robert Fischer accompanies the body on a ten-hour flight back to Los Angeles, which the team (including Saito, who wants to verify their success) uses as an opportunity to sedate and take Fischer into a shared dream. At each dream level, the person generating the dream stays behind to set up a " kick[image: External link]" that will be used to awaken the other sleeping team members from the deeper dream level; to be successful, these kicks must occur simultaneously at each dream level, a fact complicated due to the nature of time which proceeds much faster in each successive level.

The first level is Yusuf's dream of a rainy Los Angeles. The team abducts Fischer, but they are attacked by armed projections from Fischer's subconscious, which has been trained to defend against extraction. The team takes Fischer and a wounded Saito to a warehouse, where Cobb reveals that while dying in the dream would normally wake Saito up, the powerful sedatives needed to stabilize the multi-level dream will instead send a dying dreamer into " limbo[image: External link]", a world of infinite subconscious from which escape is difficult and a dreamer risks forgetting they are in a dream. Despite these setbacks, the team continues with the mission.

Eames impersonates Fischer's godfather, Peter Browning (Tom Berenger[image: External link]), to suggest Fischer reconsider his father's will. Yusuf drives the van as the other dreamers are sedated into the second level.

In the second level, a hotel dreamed by Arthur, Cobb convinces Fischer that he has been kidnapped by Browning and Cobb is his subconscious protector. Cobb persuades him to go down another level to explore Browning's subconscious (in reality, it is a ruse to enter Fischer's).

The third level is a fortified hospital on a snowy mountain dreamed by Eames. The team has to infiltrate it and hold off the guards as Cobb takes Fischer into the equivalent of his subconscious.

Yusuf, under pursuit by Fischer's projections in the first level, deliberately drives off a bridge and initiates his kick too soon. This removes the gravity of Arthur's level, forcing him to improvise a new kick that will synchronize with the van hitting the water, and causes an avalanche in Eames' level. Mal's projection emerges and kills Fischer, Cobb kills Mal, and Saito succumbs to his wounds. Fischer and Saito fall into Limbo. While Eames sets up a kick by rigging the hospital with explosives, Cobb and Ariadne enter Limbo to rescue Fischer and Saito.

Cobb reveals to Ariadne that he and Mal went to Limbo while experimenting with the dream-sharing technology. Sedated for a few hours of real time, they spent fifty years in dream time constructing a world from their shared memories. When Mal refused to return to reality, Cobb used a rudimentary form of inception by reactivating her totem (an object dreamers use to distinguish dreams from reality) and reminding her subconscious that their world was not real. However, when she woke up, Mal was still convinced that she was dreaming. In an attempt to "wake up" for real, Mal committed suicide and framed Cobb for her death to force him to do the same. Facing a murder charge, Cobb fled the U.S., leaving his children in the care of Professor Miles.

Through his confession, Cobb makes peace with his guilt over Mal's death. Ariadne kills Mal's projection and wakes Fischer up with a kick. Revived at the mountain hospital, Fischer enters a safe room to discover and accept the planted idea: a projection of his dying father telling him to be his own man. While Cobb remains in Limbo to search for Saito, the other team members ride the synchronized kicks back to reality. Cobb eventually finds an aged Saito in Limbo and reminds him of their agreement. The dreamers all awaken on the plane and Saito makes a phone call.

Upon arrival at Los Angeles Airport, Cobb passes the U.S. immigration checkpoint and Professor Miles accompanies him to his home. Cobb tests reality using his totem, a spinning top that spins indefinitely in a dream world, but ignores its result and instead joins his children in the garden.
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Leonardo DiCaprio as Dom Cobb, a professional thief who specializes in conning[image: External link] secrets from his victims by infiltrating their dreams. DiCaprio was the first actor to be cast in the film.[13] Nolan had been trying to work with the actor for years and met him several times, but was unable to convince him to appear in any of his films until Inception.[14] Both Brad Pitt and Will Smith were offered the role, according to The Hollywood Reporter.[15] Cobb's role is compared to "the haunted widower in a Gothic romance".[16]


	
Joseph Gordon-Levitt as Arthur, Cobb's partner who manages and researches the missions. Gordon-Levitt compared Arthur to the producer of Cobb's art, "the one saying, 'Okay, you have your vision; now I'm going to figure out how to make all the nuts and bolts work so you can do your thing'".[17] The actor did all of his stunts but one scene and said the preparation "was a challenge and it would have to be for it to look real".[18] James Franco[image: External link] was in talks with Christopher Nolan to play Arthur, but was ultimately unavailable due to scheduling conflicts.[19]


	
Ellen Page as Ariadne, a graduate student[image: External link] of architecture who is recruited to construct the various dreamscapes, which are described as mazes. The name Ariadne[image: External link] alludes to a princess of Greek myth[image: External link], daughter of King Minos[image: External link], who aided the hero Theseus[image: External link] by giving him a sword and a ball of string to help him navigate the labyrinth which was the prison of the Minotaur[image: External link]. Nolan said that Page was chosen for being a "perfect combination of freshness and savvy and maturity beyond her years".[20] Page said her character acts as a proxy to the audience, as "she's just learning about these ideas and, in essence, assists the audience in learning about dream sharing".[21] Evan Rachel Wood[image: External link] was Christopher Nolan's first choice to play Ariadne, but she turned it down. Before Ellen Page was offered and accepted the role, Nolan considered casting Emily Blunt, Rachel McAdams, Taylor Swift[image: External link], Emma Roberts[image: External link], Jessy Schram[image: External link], and Carey Mulligan.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Tom Hardy as Eames, a sharp-tongued associate of Cobb. He is referred to as a fence[image: External link] but his specialty is forgery, more accurately identity theft[image: External link]. Eames uses his ability to impersonate others[image: External link] inside the dream world in order to manipulate Fischer. Hardy described his character as "an old, Graham Greene[image: External link]-type diplomat; sort of faded, shabby, grandeur – the old Shakespeare lovey mixed with somebody from Her Majesty's Special Forces[image: External link]", who wears "campy, old money" costumes.[22]


	
Ken Watanabe as Mr. Saito, a Japanese businessman who employs Cobb for the team's mission. Nolan wrote the role with Watanabe in mind, as he wanted to work with him again after Batman Begins[image: External link].[23] Inception is Watanabe's first work in a contemporary setting where his primary language is English. Watanabe tried to emphasize a different characteristic of Saito in every dream level: "First chapter in my castle, I pick up some hidden feelings of the cycle. It's magical, powerful and then the first dream. And back to the second chapter, in the old hotel, I pick up [being] sharp and more calm and smart and it's a little bit [of a] different process to make up the character of any movie".[24]


	
Dileep Rao[image: External link] as Yusuf. Rao describes Yusuf as "an avant-garde pharmacologist, who is a resource for people, like Cobb, who want to do this work unsupervised, unregistered and unapproved of by anyone". Co-producer Jordan Goldberg said the role of the chemist was "particularly tough because you don't want him to seem like some kind of drug dealer", and that Rao was cast for being "funny, interesting and obviously smart".[25]


	
Cillian Murphy as Robert Michael Fischer, the heir to a business empire and the team's target.[23] Murphy said Fischer was portrayed as "a petulant child who's in need of a lot of attention from his father, he has everything he could ever want materially, but he's deeply lacking emotionally". The actor also researched the sons of Rupert Murdoch[image: External link], "to add to that the idea of living in the shadow of someone so immensely powerful".[26]


	
Tom Berenger[image: External link] as Peter Browning, Robert Fischer's godfather[image: External link] and fellow executive at the Fischers' company.[27] Berenger said Browning acts as a "surrogate father" to Robert, who calls the character "Uncle Peter", and emphasized that "Browning has been with [Robert] his whole life and has probably spent more quality time with him than his own father".[25]


	
Marion Cotillard as Mal Cobb, Dom's deceased wife. She is a manifestation of Dom's guilt about the real cause of Mal's suicide. He is unable to control these projections of her, challenging his abilities as an extractor.[14] Nolan described Mal as "the essence of the femme fatale[image: External link]," and DiCaprio praised Cotillard's performance saying that "she can be strong and vulnerable and hopeful and heartbreaking all in the same moment, which was perfect for all the contradictions of her character".[28]


	
Pete Postlethwaite[image: External link] as Maurice Fischer, Robert Fischer's father and the dying founder of a business empire.

	
Michael Caine as Professor Stephen Miles, Cobb's mentor and father-in-law,[25] and Ariadne's college professor who recommends her to the team.[29]


	
Lukas Haas[image: External link] as Nash, an architect in Cobb's employment who betrays the team and is later replaced by Ariadne.[30]


	
Talulah Riley[image: External link] as a woman whom Eames disguises himself as in a dream. Riley liked the role, despite it being minimal: "I get to wear a nice dress, pick up men in bars, and shove them in elevators. It was good to do something adultish. Usually I play 15-year-old English schoolgirls."[31]
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Initially, Nolan wrote an 80-page treatment[image: External link] about dream-stealers.[5] Originally, Nolan had envisioned Inception as a horror film,[5] but eventually wrote it as a heist film[image: External link] even though he found that "traditionally [they] are very deliberately superficial in emotional terms."[32] Upon revisiting his script, he decided that basing it in that genre did not work because the story "relies so heavily on the idea of the interior state, the idea of dream and memory[image: External link]. I realized I needed to raise the emotional stakes."[32] Nolan worked on the script for nine to ten years.[13] When he first started thinking about making the film, Nolan was influenced by "that era of movies where you had The Matrix[image: External link] (1999), you had Dark City[image: External link] (1998), you had The Thirteenth Floor[image: External link] (1999) and, to a certain extent, you had Memento[image: External link] (2000), too. They were based in the principles that the world around you might not be real."[32][33]

Nolan first pitched the film to Warner Bros. in 2001, but then felt that he needed more experience making large-scale films, and embarked on Batman Begins[image: External link] and The Dark Knight[image: External link].[6] He soon realized that a film like Inception needed a large budget because "as soon as you're talking about dreams, the potential of the human mind is infinite. And so the scale of the film has to feel infinite. It has to feel like you could go anywhere by the end of the film. And it has to work on a massive scale."[6] After making The Dark Knight, Nolan decided to make Inception and spent six months completing the script.[6] Nolan states that the key to completing the script was wondering what would happen if several people shared the same dream. "Once you remove the privacy, you've created an infinite number of alternative universes in which people can meaningfully interact, with validity, with weight, with dramatic consequences."[34]

Leonardo DiCaprio was the first actor to be cast in the film.[13] Nolan had been trying to work with the actor for years and met him several times, but was unable to convince him to appear in any of his films until Inception. DiCaprio finally agreed because he was "intrigued by this concept—this dream-heist notion and how this character's going to unlock his dreamworld and ultimately affect his real life."[35] He read the script and found it to be "very well written, comprehensive but you really had to have Chris in person, to try to articulate some of the things that have been swirling around his head for the last eight years."[6] DiCaprio and Nolan spent months talking about the screenplay. Nolan took a long time re-writing the script in order "to make sure that the emotional journey of his character was the driving force of the movie."[13] On February 11, 2009, it was announced that Warner Bros.[image: External link] purchased Inception, a spec script[image: External link] written by Nolan.[7]
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Principal photography[image: External link] began in Tokyo on June 19, 2009, with the scene where Saito first hires Cobb during a helicopter flight over the city.[5][36]

The production moved to the United Kingdom and shot in a converted airship hangar[image: External link] in Cardington[image: External link], Bedfordshire, north of London.[37] There, the hotel bar set which tilted 30 degrees was built.[38] A hotel corridor was also constructed by Guy Hendrix Dyas[image: External link], the production designer, Chris Corbould[image: External link], the special effects supervisor, and Wally Pfister[image: External link], the director of photography; it rotated a full 360 degrees to create the effect of alternate directions of gravity[image: External link] for scenes set during the second level of dreaming, where dream-sector physics become chaotic. The idea was inspired by a technique used in Stanley Kubrick[image: External link]'s 2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link] (1968). Nolan said, "I was interested in taking those ideas, techniques, and philosophies and applying them to an action scenario".[39] The filmmakers originally planned to make the hallway only 40 ft (12 m) long, but as the action sequence became more elaborate, the hallway's length grew to 100 ft (30 m). The corridor was suspended along eight large concentric rings that were spaced equidistantly outside its walls and powered by two massive electric motors.[37] Joseph Gordon-Levitt, who plays Arthur, spent several weeks learning to fight in a corridor that spun like "a giant hamster wheel[image: External link]".[32] Nolan said of the device, "It was like some incredible torture device; we thrashed Joseph for weeks, but in the end we looked at the footage, and it looks unlike anything any of us has seen before. The rhythm of it is unique, and when you watch it, even if you know how it was done, it confuses your perceptions. It's unsettling in a wonderful way".[32] Gordon-Levitt remembered, "it was six-day weeks of just, like, coming home at night battered ... The light fixtures on the ceiling are coming around on the floor, and you have to choose the right time to cross through them, and if you don't, you're going to fall."[40] On July 15, 2009, filming took place at University College London[image: External link] for the sequences occurring inside a Paris college of architecture in the story,[5] including the library, Flaxman Gallery and Gustav Tuck Theatre.[41]

Filming moved to France where they shot Cobb entering the college of architecture (the place used for the entrance was the Musée Galliera[image: External link]) and the pivotal scenes between Ariadne and Cobb, in a bistro[image: External link] (a fictional one set up at the corner of Rue César Franck and Rue Bouchut) and then on the Bir-Hakeim bridge[image: External link].[42] For the explosion that takes place during the bistro scene, the local authorities would not allow the actual use of explosives. High-pressure nitrogen[image: External link] was used to create the effect of a series of explosions. Pfister used six high-speed cameras to capture the sequence from different angles and make sure that they got the shot. The visual effects department then enhanced the sequence, adding more destruction and flying debris. For the "Paris folding" sequence and when Ariadne "creates" the bridges, green screen[image: External link] and CGI[image: External link] were used on location.[42]

Tangier[image: External link], Morocco, doubled as Mombasa[image: External link], where Cobb hires Eames and Yusuf. A foot chase was shot in the streets and alleyways of the historic medina quarter[image: External link].[43] To capture this sequence, Pfister employed a mix of hand-held camera[image: External link] and steadicam[image: External link] work.[44] Tangier was also used to film an important riot scene during the initial foray into Saito's mind.

Filming moved to the Los Angeles area, where some sets were built on a Warner Bros. sound stage[image: External link], including the interior rooms of Saito's Japanese castle (the exterior was done on a small set built in Malibu beach). The dining room was inspired by the Nijo Castle[image: External link] built around 1603. These sets were inspired by a mix of Japanese architecture[image: External link] and Western influences.[44] The production also staged a multi-vehicle car chase[image: External link] on the streets of downtown Los Angeles[image: External link], which involved a freight train crashing down the middle of a street.[45] To do this, the filmmakers configured a train engine on the chassis of a tractor trailer. The replica was made from fiberglass[image: External link] molds taken from authentic train parts and then matched in terms of color and design.[46] Also, the car chase was supposed to be set in the midst of a downpour but the L.A. weather stayed typically sunny. The filmmakers were forced to set up elaborate effects (e.g., rooftop water cannons[image: External link]) to give the audience the impression that the weather was overcast and soggy. L.A. was also the site of the climactic scene where a Ford Econoline[image: External link] van flies off the Schuyler Heim Bridge[image: External link] in slow motion.[47] This sequence was filmed on and off for months with the van being shot out of a cannon, according to actor Dileep Rao. Capturing the actors suspended within the van in slow motion took a whole day to film. Once the van landed in the water, the challenge for the actors was not to panic. "And when they ask you to act, it's a bit of an ask," explained Cillian Murphy.[47] The actors had to be underwater for four to five minutes while drawing air from scuba tanks[image: External link]; underwater buddy breathing[image: External link] is shown in this sequence.[47] Cobb's house was in Pasadena. The hotel lobby was filmed at the CAA building in Century City. Limbo was made on location in Los Angeles and Morocco with the beach scene filmed at Palos Verdes[image: External link] beach with CGI buildings. N Hope St. in Los Angeles was the primary filming location for Limbo, with green screen and CGI being used to create the dream landscape.

The final phase of principal photography took place in Alberta[image: External link] in late November 2009. The location manager discovered a temporarily closed ski resort, Fortress Mountain[image: External link].[48] An elaborate set was assembled near the top station of the Canadian chairlift[image: External link], taking three months to build.[49] The production had to wait for a huge snowstorm, which eventually arrived.[5] The ski-chase sequence was inspired by Nolan's favorite James Bond[image: External link] film, On Her Majesty's Secret Service[image: External link] (1969): "What I liked about it that we've tried to emulate in this film is there's a tremendous balance in that movie of action and scale and romanticism and tragedy and emotion."[50]
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 Cinematography




The film was shot primarily in the anamorphic format[image: External link] on 35 mm film[image: External link], with key sequences filmed on 65 mm[image: External link], and aerial sequences in VistaVision[image: External link]. Nolan did not shoot any footage with IMAX[image: External link] cameras as he had with The Dark Knight[image: External link]. "We didn't feel that we were going to be able to shoot in IMAX because of the size of the cameras because this film given that it deals with a potentially surreal area, the nature of dreams and so forth, I wanted it to be as realistic as possible. Not be bound by the scale of those IMAX cameras, even though I love the format dearly".[13] In addition Nolan and Pfister tested using Showscan[image: External link] and Super Dimension 70[image: External link] as potential large format high frame rate[image: External link] camera systems to use for the film, but ultimately decided against either format.[38] Sequences in slow motion were filmed on a Photo-Sonics 35mm camera at speeds of up to 1000 frames per second. Wally Pfister tested shooting some of these sequences using a high speed digital camera[image: External link], but found the format to be too unreliable due to technical glitches. "Out of six times that we shot on the digital format, we only had one useable piece and it didn't end up in the film. Out of the six times we shot with the Photo-Sonics camera and 35mm running through it, every single shot was in the movie."[51] Nolan also chose not to shoot any of the film in 3D[image: External link] as he prefers shooting on film[13] using prime lenses[image: External link], which is not possible with 3D cameras.[52] Nolan has also criticized the dim image that 3D projection produces, and disputes that traditional film does not allow realistic depth perception[image: External link], saying "I think it's a misnomer to call it 3D versus 2D. The whole point of cinematic imagery is it's three dimensional... You know 95% of our depth cues[image: External link] come from occlusion[image: External link], resolution, color and so forth, so the idea of calling a 2D movie a '2D movie' is a little misleading."[53] Nolan did test converting[image: External link] Inception into 3D in post-production but decided that, while it was possible, he lacked the time to complete the conversion to a standard he was happy with.[5][53] In February 2011 Jonathan Liebesman[image: External link] suggested that Warner Bros were attempting a 3D conversion for Blu-ray[image: External link] release.[54]

Wally Pfister gave each location and dream level a distinctive look to aid the audience's recognition of the narrative's location during the heavily crosscut portion of the film: the mountain fortress appears sterile and cool, the hotel hallways have warm hues, and the scenes in the van are more neutral.[55]

Nolan has said that the film "deals with levels of reality, and perceptions of reality which is something I'm very interested in. It's an action film set in a contemporary world, but with a slight science-fiction bent to it," while also describing it as "very much an ensemble film structured somewhat as a heist movie. It's an action adventure that spans the globe".[56]
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For dream sequences in Inception, Nolan used little computer-generated imagery[image: External link], preferring practical effects[image: External link] whenever possible. Nolan said, "It's always very important to me to do as much as possible in-camera, and then, if necessary, computer graphics are very useful to build on or enhance what you have achieved physically."[57] To this end, visual effects supervisor Paul Franklin[image: External link] built a miniature[image: External link] of the mountain fortress set and then blew it up for the film. For the fight scene that takes place in zero gravity, he used CG-based effects to "subtly bend elements like physics, space and time."[58]

The most challenging effect was the "limbo" city level at the end of the film because it continually developed during production. Franklin had artists build concepts while Nolan gave his ideal vision: "Something glacial, with clear modernist architecture, but with chunks of it breaking off into the sea like icebergs".[58] Franklin and his team ended up with "something that looked like an iceberg version of Gotham City[image: External link] with water running through it."[58] They created a basic model of a glacier and then designers created a program that added elements like roads, intersections and ravines until they had a complex, yet organic-looking, cityscape. For the Paris-folding sequence, Franklin had artists producing concept sketches and then they created rough computer animations to give them an idea of what the sequence looked like while in motion. Later during principal photography, Nolan was able to direct Leonardo DiCaprio and Ellen Page based on this rough computer animation Franklin had created. Inception had close to 500 visual effects shots (in comparison, Batman Begins[image: External link] had approximately 620) which is considered minor in comparison to contemporary visual effects epics that can have around 1,500 or 2,000 special effects images.[58]
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Main article: Inception: Music from the Motion Picture[image: External link]


The score for Inception was written by Hans Zimmer[image: External link],[27] who described his work as "a very electronic,[59] dense score",[60] filled with "nostalgia and sadness" to match Cobb's feelings throughout the film.[61] The music was written simultaneously to filming,[60] and features a guitar sound reminiscent of Ennio Morricone[image: External link], played by Johnny Marr[image: External link], former guitarist of The Smiths[image: External link]. Édith Piaf[image: External link]'s "Non, je ne regrette rien[image: External link]" ("No, I Do Not Regret Anything") pointedly appears throughout the film, used to accurately time the dreams, and Zimmer reworked pieces of the song into cues of the score.[61] A soundtrack album[image: External link] was released on July 11, 2010 by Reprise Records[image: External link].[62] The majority of the score was also included in high resolution 5.1 surround sound[image: External link] on the second disc of the 2 disc Blu-ray release [63] Hans Zimmer's music was nominated for an Academy Award in the Best Original Score[image: External link] category in 2011, losing to Trent Reznor[image: External link] and Atticus Ross[image: External link] of The Social Network[image: External link].[64]
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In Inception, Nolan wanted to explore "the idea of people sharing a dream space...That gives you the ability to access somebody's unconscious mind[image: External link]. What would that be used and abused for?"[13] The majority of the film's plot takes place in these interconnected dream worlds. This structure creates a framework where actions in the real or dream worlds ripple across others. The dream is always in a state of production, and shifts across the levels as the characters navigate it.[65] By contrast, the world of The Matrix[image: External link] (1999) is an authoritarian, computer-controlled one, alluding to theories of social control developed by Michel Foucault[image: External link] and Jean Baudrillard[image: External link]. Nolan's world has more in common with the works of Gilles Deleuze[image: External link] and Félix Guattari[image: External link].[65]

David Denby[image: External link] in The New Yorker[image: External link] compared Nolan's cinematic treatment of dreams to Luis Buñuel[image: External link]'s in Belle de Jour[image: External link] (1967) and The Discreet Charm of the Bourgeoisie[image: External link] (1972).[66] He criticized Nolan's "literal-minded" action level sequencing compared to Buñuel, who "silently pushed us into reveries and left us alone to enjoy our wonderment, but Nolan is working on so many levels of representation at once that he has to lay in pages of dialogue just to explain what's going on." The latter captures "the peculiar malign intensity of actual dreams."[66]

Deirdre Barrett[image: External link], a dream researcher at Harvard University[image: External link], said that Nolan did not get every detail accurate regarding dreams, but their illogical, rambling, disjointed plots would not make for a great thriller anyway. However, "he did get many aspects right," she said, citing the scene in which a sleeping Cobb is shoved into a full bath, and in the dream world water gushes into the windows of the building, waking him up. "That's very much how real stimuli get incorporated, and you very often wake up right after that intrusion".[67]

Nolan himself said, "I tried to work that idea of manipulation and management of a conscious dream being a skill that these people have. Really the script is based on those common, very basic experiences and concepts, and where can those take you? And the only outlandish idea that the film presents, really, is the existence of a technology that allows you to enter and share the same dream as someone else."[32]
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Others have argued that the film is itself a metaphor for filmmaking[image: External link], and that the filmgoing experience itself, images flashing before one's eyes in a darkened room, is akin to a dream. Writing in Wired, Jonah Lehrer supported this interpretation and presented neurological evidence that brain activity is strikingly similar during film-watching and sleeping. In both, the visual cortex[image: External link] is highly active and the prefrontal cortex[image: External link], which deals with logic, deliberate analysis, and self-awareness, is quiet.[68] Paul argued that the experience of going to a picturehouse is itself an exercise in shared dreaming, particularly when viewing Inception: the film's sharp cutting between scenes forces the viewer to create larger narrative arcs to stitch the pieces together. This demand of production parallel to consumption of the images, on the part of the audience is analogous to dreaming itself. As in the film's story, in a cinema one enters into the space of another's dream, in this case Nolan's, as with any work of art, one's reading of it is ultimately influenced by one's own subjective desires and subconscious.[65] At Bir-Hakeim bridge in Paris, Ariadne creates an illusion of infinity by adding facing mirrors[image: External link] underneath its struts, Stephanie Dreyfus in la Croix asked "Is this not a strong, beautiful metaphor for the cinema and its power of illusion?"[69]
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Nolan combined elements from several different film genres into the film, notably science fiction, heist film[image: External link], and film noir[image: External link]. Marion Cotillard plays "Mal" Cobb, Dom Cobb's projection of his guilt over his deceased wife's suicide. As the film's main antagonist, she is a frequent, malevolent presence in his dreams. Dom is unable to control these projections of her, challenging his abilities as an extractor.[14] Nolan described Mal as "the essence of the femme fatale",[70] the key noir reference in the film. As a "classic femme fatale" her relationship with Cobb is in his mind, a manifestation of Cobb's own neurosis and fear of how little he knows about the woman he loves.[71] DiCaprio praised Cotillard's performance saying that "she can be strong and vulnerable and hopeful and heartbreaking all in the same moment, which was perfect for all the contradictions of her character".[23]

Nolan began with the structure of a heist movie, since exposition[image: External link] is an essential element of that genre, though adapted it to have a greater emotional narrative suited to the world of dreams and subconscious.[71] Or, as Denby surmised, "the outer shell of the story is an elaborate caper".[66] Kristin Thompson[image: External link] argued that exposition was a major formal device in the film. While a traditional heist movie has a heavy dose of exposition at the beginning as the team assembles and the leader explains the plan, in Inception this becomes nearly continuous as the group progresses through the various levels of dreaming.[72] Three-quarters of the film, until the van begins to fall from the bridge, are devoted to explaining its plot. In this way, exposition takes precedence over characterisation. Their relationships are created by their respective skills and roles. Ariadne, like her ancient namesake[image: External link], creates the maze and guides the others through it, but also helps Cobb navigate his own subconscious, and as the sole student of dream sharing, helps the audience understand the concept of the plot.[73]

Nolan drew inspiration from the works of Jorge Luis Borges[image: External link],[5][74] the anime[image: External link] film Paprika[image: External link] (2006) by Satoshi Kon[image: External link] as an influence on the character "Ariadne", and Blade Runner[image: External link] (1982) by Ridley Scott.[75]
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The film cuts to the closing credits[image: External link] from a shot of the top apparently starting to show an ever so faint wobble, inviting speculation about whether the final sequence was reality or another dream. Nolan confirmed that the ambiguity was deliberate,[71] saying, "I've been asked the question more times than I've ever been asked any other question about any other film I've made... What's funny to me is that people really do expect me to answer it."[76] The film's script concludes with "Behind him, on the table, the spinning top is STILL SPINNING. And we – FADE OUT".[77] Nolan said, "I put that cut there at the end, imposing an ambiguity from outside the film. That always felt the right ending to me — it always felt like the appropriate 'kick' to me... The real point of the scene — and this is what I tell people — is that Cobb isn't looking at the top. He's looking at his kids. He's left it behind. That's the emotional significance of the thing."[76] Also, Michael Caine explained his interpretation of the ending, saying, "If I'm there it's real, because I'm never in the dream. I'm the guy who invented the dream."[78]

Some pundits have argued that the top was not in fact Cobb's totem, rendering the discussion irrelevant. They say that the top was Mal's totem; Cobb's was his wedding ring, as he can be seen wearing it whenever he is in a dream and without it whenever he isn't. As he hands his passport to the immigration officer, his hand is shown with no ring; thus he was conclusively in reality when seeing his children. Furthermore, the children were portrayed by different actors, indicating they had aged.[79][80]

Mark Fisher[image: External link] argued that "a century of cultural theory" cautions against accepting the author's interpretation[image: External link] as anything more than a supplementary text, and this all the more so given the theme of the instability of any one master position in Nolan's films. Therein the manipulator is often the one who ends up manipulated and Cobb's "not caring" about whether or not his world is real may be the price of happiness and release.[81]
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Warner Bros. spent $100 million marketing the film. Although Inception was not part of an existing franchise, Sue Kroll, president of Warner's worldwide marketing, said the company believed it could gain awareness due to the strength of "Christopher Nolan as a brand". Kroll declared that "We don't have the brand equity that usually drives a big summer opening, but we have a great cast and a fresh idea from a filmmaker with a track record of making incredible movies. If you can't make those elements work, it's a sad day."[82] The studio also tried to maintain a campaign of secrecy—as reported by the Senior VP of Interactive Marketing, Michael Tritter, "You have this movie which is going to have a pretty big built in fanbase... but you also have a movie that you are trying to keep very secret. Chris [Nolan] really likes people to see his movies in a theater and not see it all beforehand so everything that you do to market that—at least early on—is with an eye to feeding the interest to fans."[83]

A viral marketing[image: External link] campaign was employed for the film. After the revelation of the first teaser trailer, in August 2009, the film's official website featured only an animation of Cobb's spinning top. In December, the top toppled over and the website opened the online game Mind Crime, which upon completion revealed Inception's poster.[84] The rest of the campaign unrolled after WonderCon[image: External link] in April 2010, where Warner gave away promotional T-shirts featuring the PASIV briefcase used to create the dream space, and had a QR code[image: External link] linking to an online manual of the device.[85] Mind Crime also received a stage 2 with more resources, including a hidden trailer for the movie.[86] More pieces of viral marketing began to surface before Inception's release, such as a manual filled with bizarre images and text sent to Wired[image: External link] magazine,[87] and the online publication of posters, ads, phone applications, and strange websites all related to the film.[88][89] Warner also released an online prequel comic, Inception: The Cobol Job.[90]

The official trailer released on May 10, 2010 through Mind Game was extremely well received.[86] It featured an original piece of music, "Mind Heist", by recording artist Zack Hemsey[image: External link],[91] rather than music from the score.[92] The trailer quickly went viral with numerous mashups[image: External link] copying its style, both by amateurs on sites like YouTube[93] and by professionals on sites such as CollegeHumor[image: External link].[94][95] On June 7, 2010, a behind-the-scenes featurette on the film was released in HD on Yahoo! Movies.[96]
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Inception was released on DVD and Blu-ray[image: External link] on December 3, 2010, in France,[97] and the week after in the UK and USA (December 7, 2010).[98][99] Warner Bros. also made available in the United States a limited Blu-ray edition packaged in a metal replica of the PASIV briefcase, which included extras such as a metal replica of the spinning top totem. With a production run of less than 2000, it sold out in one weekend.[100]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Putative video game




In a November 2010 interview, Nolan expressed his intention to develop a video game set in the Inception world, working with a team of collaborators. He described it as "a longer-term proposition", referring to the medium of video games as "something I've wanted to explore".[101]
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	Film
	Release date
	Box office revenue
	Box office ranking
	Budget
	Reference



	United States
	North America
	International
	Worldwide
	All-time United States
	All-time worldwide



	Inception
	July 2010
	$292,576,195
	$532,956,569
	$825,532,764
	No. 55
	No. 44
	$160,000,000
	[102]




Inception was released in both conventional and IMAX[image: External link] theaters on July 16, 2010.[103][104] The film had its world premiere at Leicester Square[image: External link] in London, United Kingdom on July 8, 2010.[105] In the United States and Canada, Inception was released theatrically in 3,792 conventional theaters and 195 IMAX[image: External link] theaters.[103] The film grossed $21.8 million during its opening day on July 16, 2010, with midnight screenings in 1,500 locations.[106] Overall the film made $62.7 million and debuted at No.1 on its opening weekend.[107] Inception's opening weekend gross made it the second-highest-grossing debut for a science-fiction film that was not a sequel, remake or adaptation, behind Avatar's $77 million opening weekend gross in 2009.[107] The film held the top spot of the box office rankings in its second and third weekends, with drops of just 32% ($42.7 million) and 36% ($27.5 million) respectively,[108][109] before dropping to second place in its fourth week, behind The Other Guys[image: External link].[110]

Inception grossed US$292 million in the United States and Canada, US$56 million in the United Kingdom, Ireland and Malta[image: External link] and US$475 million in other countries for a total of $823 million worldwide.[3] Its five highest-grossing markets after the USA and Canada (US$292) were China (US$68million), the United Kingdom, Ireland and Malta[image: External link] (US$56 million), France and the Maghreb[image: External link] region (US$43 million), Japan (US$40 million) and South Korea[image: External link] (US$38 million).[111] It was the sixth-highest-grossing film of 2010 in North America,[112] and the fourth-highest internationally[image: External link], behind Toy Story 3[image: External link], Alice in Wonderland[image: External link] and Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows - Part 1[image: External link].[113] The film currently stands as the 44th-highest-grossing of all time.[114] Inception is the third most lucrative production in Christopher Nolan's career—behind The Dark Knight[image: External link] and The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link][115]— and the second most for Leonardo DiCaprio—behind Titanic.[116]
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On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has an approval rating of 86% based on 331 reviews, with an average rating of 8.1/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Smart, innovative, and thrilling, Inception is that rare summer blockbuster that succeeds viscerally as well as intellectually."[117] Metacritic, another review aggregator, assigned the film a weighted average score of 74 out of 100, based on 42 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[118] In polls conducted by CinemaScore[image: External link] during the opening weekend audience members gave the film an average grade of "B+" on an A+ to F scale.[119]

Rolling Stone magazine's Peter Travers[image: External link] called Inception a "wildly ingenious chess game," and concluded "the result is a knockout."[120] In Variety, Justin Chang praised the film as "a conceptual tour de force[image: External link]" and wrote, "applying a vivid sense of procedural detail to a fiendishly intricate yarn set in the labyrinth[image: External link] of the unconscious mind[image: External link], the writer-director has devised a heist thriller for surrealists[image: External link], a Jungian[image: External link]'s Rififi[image: External link], that challenges viewers to sift through multiple layers of (un)reality."[121] Jim Vejvoda of IGN[image: External link] rated the film as perfect, deeming it "a singular accomplishment from a filmmaker who has only gotten better with each film."[122] Relevant Magazine[image: External link]'s David Roark called it Nolan's greatest accomplishment, saying, "Visually, intellectually and emotionally, Inception is a masterpiece."[123]

Empire[image: External link] magazine rated it five stars in the August 2010 issue and wrote, "it feels like Stanley Kubrick[image: External link] adapting the work of the great sci-fi author William Gibson[image: External link] ... Nolan delivers another true original: welcome to an undiscovered country."[124] Entertainment Weekly gave the film a B+ rating and Lisa Schwarzbaum wrote, "It's a rolling explosion of images as hypnotizing and sharply angled as any in a drawing by M.C. Escher[image: External link] or a state-of-the-biz video game; the backwards splicing of Nolan's own Memento looks rudimentary by comparison."[125] The New York Post[image: External link] gave the film a four-star rating and Lou Lumenick[image: External link] wrote, "DiCaprio, who has never been better as the tortured hero, draws you in with a love story that will appeal even to non-sci-fi fans."[126] Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times awarded the film a full four stars and said that Inception "is all about process, about fighting our way through enveloping sheets of reality and dream, reality within dreams, dreams without reality. It's a breathtaking juggling act."[127] Richard Roeper[image: External link], also of the Sun-Times, gave Inception a perfect score of "A+" and called it "one of the best movies of the [21st] century."[128]

BBC Radio 5 Live[image: External link]'s Mark Kermode[image: External link] named Inception as the best film of 2010, stating, "Inception is proof that people are not stupid, that cinema is not trash, and that it is possible for blockbusters and art to be the same thing."[129]

In his review for the Chicago Tribune[image: External link], Michael Phillips[image: External link] gave the film 3 stars out of 4 and wrote, "I found myself wishing Inception were weirder, further out ... the film is Nolan's labyrinth all the way, and it's gratifying to experience a summer movie with large visual ambitions and with nothing more or less on its mind than (as Shakespeare[image: External link] said) a dream that hath no bottom."[130] Time magazine's Richard Corliss[image: External link] wrote the film's "noble intent is to implant one man's vision in the mind of a vast audience ... The idea of moviegoing as communal dreaming is a century old. With Inception, viewers have a chance to see that notion get a state-of-the-art update."[131] Los Angeles Times' Kenneth Turan[image: External link] felt that Nolan was able to blend "the best of traditional and modern filmmaking. If you're searching for smart and nervy popular entertainment, this is what it looks like."[132] USA Today[image: External link] rated the film three-and-a-half stars out of four and Claudia Puig felt that Nolan "regards his viewers as possibly smarter than they are—or at least as capable of rising to his inventive level. That's a tall order. But it's refreshing to find a director who makes us stretch, even occasionally struggle, to keep up."[133]

Not all reviewers gave the film positive reviews. New York[image: External link] magazine's David Edelstein[image: External link] claimed in his review to "have no idea what so many people are raving about. It's as if someone went into their heads while they were sleeping and planted the idea that Inception is a visionary masterpiece and—hold on ... Whoa! I think I get it. The movie is a metaphor for the power of delusional hype—a metaphor for itself."[134] Rex Reed[image: External link] of The New York Observer[image: External link] explained the film's development as "pretty much what we've come to expect from summer movies in general and Christopher Nolan movies in particular ... [it] doesn't seem like much of an accomplishment to me."[135] A. O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times commented "there is a lot to see in Inception, there is nothing that counts as genuine vision. Mr. Nolan's idea of the mind is too literal, too logical, and too rule-bound to allow the full measure of madness."[136] David Denby[image: External link], writing in The New Yorker[image: External link], considered the film not nearly as much fun as Nolan imagined it to be, concluding, "Inception is a stunning-looking film that gets lost in fabulous intricacies, a movie devoted to its own workings and to little else."[66]

While some critics have tended to view the film as perfectly straightforward, and even criticize its overarching themes as "the stuff of torpid platitudes," online discussion has been much more positive.[137] Heated debate has centered on the ambiguity of the ending, with many critics like Devin Faraci making the case that the film is self-referential and tongue-in-cheek, both a film about film-making and a dream about dreams.[138] Other critics read Inception as Christian allegory and focus on the film's use of religious and water symbolism.[139] Yet other critics, such as Kristin Thompson[image: External link], see less value in the ambiguous ending of the film and more in its structure and novel method of storytelling, highlighting Inception as a new form of narrative that revels in "continuous exposition".[140]

Several sources have noted many plot similarities between the film and the 2002 Uncle Scrooge[image: External link] comic The Dream of a Lifetime[image: External link] by Don Rosa[image: External link].[141][142][143]

In April 2014, The Daily Telegraph placed the title on its top ten list of the most overrated films. Telegraph's Tim Robey stated, "It's a criminal failing of the movie that it purports to be about people’s dreams being invaded, but demonstrates no instinct at all for what a dream has ever felt like, and no flair for making us feel like we're in one, at any point."[144] The film won an informal poll by The Los Angeles Times as the most overrated movie of 2010.[145]

In March 2011, the film was voted by BBC Radio 1[image: External link] and BBC Radio 1Xtra[image: External link] listeners as their ninth favorite film of all time.[146] Inception was voted as the third best sci-fi film of all time in the 2011 list Best in Film: The Greatest Movies of Our Time[image: External link], based on a poll conducted by ABC and People[image: External link]. In 2012, Inception was ranked the 35th Best Edited Film of All Time by the Motion Picture Editors Guild[image: External link].[147] In the same year, Total Film[image: External link] named it the most rewatchable movie of all time.[148] In 2014, Empire ranked Inception the tenth greatest film ever made on their list of "The 301 Greatest Movies Of All Time" as voted by the magazine's readers,[149] while Rolling Stone magazine named it the second best science fiction film since the turn of the century.[150] Inception was ranked 84th on Hollywood's 100 Favorite Films, a list compiled by The Hollywood Reporter in 2014, surveying "Studio chiefs, Oscar winners and TV royalty".[151] In 2016, Inception was voted the 51st best film of the 21st Century[image: External link] by BBC[image: External link], as picked by 177 film critics from around the world.[152]
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Inception was listed on many critics' top ten lists.[153]



	1st – Richard Roeper[image: External link], Chicago Sun-Times


	1st – Kenneth Turan[image: External link], Los Angeles Times (tied with The Social Network[image: External link] and Toy Story 3[image: External link])

	1st – Tasha Robinson, The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	1st – Empire[image: External link]


	1st – Kirk Honeycutt, The Hollywood Reporter


	2nd – Peter Travers[image: External link], Rolling Stone


	2nd - Christy Lemire[image: External link], Associated Press[image: External link]


	2nd – James Berardinelli[image: External link], Reelviews


	2nd – Gregory Ellwood, HitFix[image: External link]


	2nd – Lisa Kennedy, Denver Post[image: External link]


	2nd – Bill Goodykoontz, Arizona Republic[image: External link]


	3rd – Stephen Holden[image: External link], The New York Times


	3rd – Phillip French[image: External link], The Observer[image: External link]


	3rd – FX Feeney[image: External link], The Village Voice[image: External link]


	4th – Keith Phipps, The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	5th – Nathan Rabin[image: External link], The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	5th – Lou Lumenick[image: External link], New York Post[image: External link]


	6th – Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times


	6th – Elizabeth Weitzman, New York Daily News


	6th – Ann Hornaday, Washington Post[image: External link]


	6th – Caryn James, Indiewire[image: External link]


	6th – Claudia Puig, USA Today[image: External link]


	6th - David Germain, Associated Press[image: External link]


	6th - Rene Rodriguez, Miami Herald[image: External link]


	7th – Noel Murray, The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	8th – Mike Scott, The Times-Picayune[image: External link]


	9th – Drew McWeeny[image: External link], HitFix[image: External link]


	10th – J. Hoberman[image: External link], The Village Voice[image: External link]


	10th – Peter Hartlaub, San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link]
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Main article: List of accolades received by Inception[image: External link]


Inception appeared on over 273 critics' lists of the top ten films of 2010, being picked as No.1 on 55 of those lists. It was the second most mentioned film in both the top ten and No.1 lists only behind The Social Network[image: External link] and was one of the most critically acclaimed films of 2010, alongside the former, Toy Story 3[image: External link], The King's Speech[image: External link], and Black Swan[image: External link].[154]

The film won many awards in technical categories, such as Academy Awards for Best Cinematography[image: External link], Best Sound Editing[image: External link], Best Sound Mixing[image: External link], and Best Visual Effects[image: External link],[64] and the British Academy Film Awards for Best Production Design[image: External link], Best Special Visual Effects[image: External link] and Best Sound[image: External link].[155] In most of its artistic nominations, such as Film, Director, and Screenplay at the Oscars, BAFTAs and Golden Globes[image: External link], the film was defeated by The Social Network[image: External link] and The King's Speech[image: External link].[64][155][156] However, the film did win the two highest honors for a science fiction or fantasy film: the 2011 Bradbury Award[image: External link] for best dramatic production[157] and the 2011 Hugo Award[image: External link] for best dramatic presentation, long form.[158]
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 In popular culture




Numerous pop and hip hop songs reference the film, including Common[image: External link]'s "Blue Sky", N.E.R.D[image: External link]'s "Hypnotize U[image: External link]", XV[image: External link]'s "The Kick", The Black Eyed Peas[image: External link]' "Just Can’t Get Enough", Lil Wayne[image: External link]'s "6 Foot 7 Foot[image: External link]", J. Lo[image: External link]', "On the Floor[image: External link]", and B.o.B[image: External link]'s "Strange Clouds[image: External link]", while T.I.[image: External link] had Inception-based artwork on two of his mixtapes. An instrumental track by Joe Budden[image: External link] is titled "Inception."[159]

The film inspired the suffix -ception[image: External link], which can be appended to a noun to indicate a layering, nesting, or recursion of the thing in question.[160]
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J. Edgar






J. Edgar is a 2011 American biographical drama film directed, co-produced, and scored by Clint Eastwood.[4] Written by Dustin Lance Black, the film focuses on the career of FBI director J. Edgar Hoover from the Palmer Raids onwards.

The film stars Leonardo DiCaprio, Armie Hammer, Naomi Watts, Josh Lucas[image: External link], Judi Dench and Ed Westwick[image: External link]. J. Edgar opened the AFI[image: External link] Fest 2011 in Los Angeles on November 3, 2011, and had its limited release[image: External link] on November 9, followed by wide release[image: External link] on November 11.
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 Plot summary




In 1919, after anarchists[image: External link] attempt to assassinate Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer[image: External link], he puts his protegé J. Edgar Hoover in charge of a new division dedicated to purging radicals. Hoover quickly begins compiling a list of suspects. He meets Helen Gandy[image: External link], a new secretary at the Justice Department, and takes her to the Library of Congress[image: External link] to show her the card catalog system he devised. He makes an awkward pass at her, then proposes to her. She refuses him, but agrees to become his personal secretary.

Hoover finds that the Department of Labor[image: External link] refuses to deport anyone without evidence of a crime. Learning that Anthony Caminetti[image: External link], the Commissioner General of Immigration, dislikes the anarchist[image: External link] Emma Goldman[image: External link], Hoover arranges to make her eligible for deportation and thereby creates a precedent of deportation for radical conspiracy. Following several such Justice Department raids of suspected radical groups, Palmer loses his job as Attorney General. His successor, Harlan F. Stone[image: External link], appoints Hoover as director of the Justice Department's new Bureau of Investigation. Hoover meets lawyer Clyde Tolson[image: External link], and hires him.

When the Lindbergh kidnapping[image: External link] captures national attention, President Herbert Hoover[image: External link] asks the Bureau to investigate. Hoover employs several novel techniques, including the monitoring of registration numbers on ransom bills and expert analysis of the kidnapper's handwriting. When the monitored bills begin showing up in New York City[image: External link], the investigators find a filling station attendant who wrote down the license plate number of the man who gave him the bill. This leads to the arrest, and eventual conviction, of Bruno Richard Hauptmann[image: External link] for the kidnapping and murder of the Lindbergh child.

After Hoover, Tolson, and Hoover's mother (with whom Hoover still lives) see the James Cagney film G Men[image: External link], Hoover and Tolson go out to a club, where Hoover is seated with Anita Colby[image: External link], Ginger Rogers[image: External link], and Rogers' mother Lela. Rogers' mother asks Hoover to dance and he becomes agitated, saying that he and Tolson must leave, as they have a lot of work to do in the morning. When he gets home, he tells his mother that he dislikes dancing with girls. She tells him she would rather he be dead than a " daffodil[image: External link]". She insists on teaching him to dance, and they dance in her bedroom.

Hoover and Tolson go on a vacation to the horse races[image: External link]. That evening, Hoover tells Tolson that he cares deeply for him, and Tolson tells Hoover that he loves him. Hoover panics and claims that he wants to marry Dorothy Lamour[image: External link]. Tolson accuses Hoover making a fool out of him and they end up fighting on the floor. Tolson suddenly kisses Hoover, who says that must never happen again; Tolson says that it won't, and tries to leave. Hoover apologizes and begs him to stay, but Tolson threatens to end their friendship if Hoover talks about another woman again. After Tolson leaves, Hoover says that he loves him, too.

Years later, Hoover feels his strength begin to decline, while Tolson suffers a stroke. Hoover tries to blackmail Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link] into declining his Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link], sending him a letter threatening to expose his extramarital affairs. King disregards this and accepts the prize.

Hoover tells Gandy to destroy his secret files after his death in order to prevent President Richard Nixon[image: External link] from possessing them. He visits Tolson, who urges him to retire. Hoover refuses, claiming that Nixon is going to destroy the bureau he has created. Tolson accuses Hoover of having exaggerated his involvement with key events of the Bureau. Moments later, Hoover tells Tolson that he needed him, more than he ever needed anyone else. He holds his hand, kisses his forehead, and leaves.

Hoover returns home from work, obviously weakened. Shortly after Hoover goes upstairs, his housekeeper calls, Tolson, who goes to the house and finds Hoover dead next to his bed. A grief-stricken Tolson covers his friend's body. Nixon gives a memorial speech on television for Hoover, while several members of his staff enter Hoover's office and search through the cabinets and drawers in search of his rumored "confidential" files, but find nothing. In the last scene, Gandy destroys stacks of files.
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 Cast






	
Leonardo DiCaprio as J. Edgar Hoover


	
Armie Hammer as Clyde Tolson[image: External link]


	
Naomi Watts as Helen Gandy[image: External link]


	
Josh Lucas[image: External link] as Charles Lindbergh[image: External link]


	
Judi Dench as Anna Marie Hoover, Hoover's mother

	
Dermot Mulroney[image: External link] as Norman Schwarzkopf, Sr.[image: External link]


	
Damon Herriman[image: External link] as Bruno Richard Hauptmann[image: External link]


	
Jeffrey Donovan[image: External link] as Robert F. Kennedy[image: External link]


	
Ed Westwick[image: External link] as Agent Smith, Hoover's biographer

	
Zach Grenier[image: External link] as John Condon

	
Ken Howard[image: External link] as U.S. Attorney General Harlan F. Stone[image: External link]


	
Stephen Root[image: External link] as Arthur Koehler[image: External link]


	
Denis O'Hare[image: External link] as Albert S. Osborn[image: External link]


	
Geoff Pierson[image: External link] as A. Mitchell Palmer[image: External link]


	
Lea Thompson[image: External link] as Lela Rogers

	
Christopher Shyer[image: External link] as Richard Nixon[image: External link]


	
Miles Fisher[image: External link] as Agent Garrison

	
Jessica Hecht[image: External link] as Emma Goldman[image: External link]


	
Michael O'Neill[image: External link] as US Senator Kenneth McKellar[image: External link]






Charlize Theron, who was originally slated to play Helen Gandy, dropped out of the project to do Snow White and the Huntsman[image: External link], and Eastwood considered Amy Adams[image: External link] before finally selecting Naomi Watts as Theron's replacement.[5] Gunner Wright[image: External link] and David A. Cooper have cameos as future presidents Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link][6] and Franklin Roosevelt[image: External link], respectively, and are seen in the group of onlookers who arrive following the bombing at A. Mitchell Palmer's house.
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 Release
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 Critical response




Reviews have been mostly mixed, with many critics praising DiCaprio's performance but feeling that, overall, the film lacks coherence. Review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reports that 43% of 220 critics have given the film a positive review with a rating average of 5.7 out of 10. The website's consensus is that, "Leonardo DiCaprio gives a predictably powerhouse performance, but J. Edgar stumbles in all other departments: cheesy makeup, poor lighting, confusing narrative, and humdrum storytelling."[7] Metacritic, which assigns a weighted average score out of 100 to reviews from mainstream critics, gives the film a score of 59 based on 42 reviews.[8]

Roger Ebert awarded the film three-and-a-half stars (out of four) and wrote that the film is "fascinating", "masterful", and praised DiCaprio's performance as a "fully-realized, subtle and persuasive performance, hinting at more than Hoover ever revealed, perhaps even to himself".[9] Todd McCarthy[image: External link] of The Hollywood Reporter gave the film a positive review, writing, "This surprising collaboration between director Clint Eastwood and Milk screenwriter Dustin Lance Black tackles its trickiest challenges with plausibility and good sense, while serving up a simmeringly caustic view of its controversial subject's behavior, public and private."[10] David Denby[image: External link] in The New Yorker[image: External link] magazine also liked the film, calling it a "nuanced account" and calling "Eastwood's touch light and sure, his judgment sound, the moments of pathos held just long enough."[11]

J. Hoberman[image: External link] of The Village Voice[image: External link] wrote: "Although hardly flawless, Eastwood's biopic is his richest, most ambitious movie since Letters from Iwo Jima[image: External link] and Flags of Our Fathers[image: External link]."[12]

Peter Debruge of Variety gave the film a mixed review: "Any movie in which the longtime FBI honcho features as the central character must supply some insight into what made him tick, or suffer from the reality that the Bureau's exploits were far more interesting than the bureaucrat who ran it – a dilemma J. Edgar never rises above."[13] David Edelstein of New York Magazine[image: External link] reacted negatively to the film and said: "It's too bad J. Edgar is so shapeless and turgid and ham-handed, so rich in bad lines and worse readings." He praised DiCaprio's performance: "There’s something appealingly straightforward about the way he physicalizes Hoover's inner struggle, the body always slightly out of sync with the mind that vigilantly monitors every move."[14]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Box office




The film opened limited[image: External link] in 7 theaters on November 9, grossing $52,645,[15] and released wide on November 11, grossing $11,217,324 on its opening weekend,[16] approximating the $12 million figure projected by the Los Angeles Times for the film's opening weekend in the United States and Canada.[2] J. Edgar went on to gross $84 million worldwide. Breakdowns of audience demographics for the movie showed that ticket buyers were nearly 95% over the age of 25 and slightly over 50% female.
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 Accolades






	List of awards and nominations



	Date of ceremony
	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result



	January 27, 2012
	AACTA Awards[image: External link][17]
	Best Actor – International
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	December 11, 2011
	American Film Institute[image: External link][18]
	Top 10 Films
	J. Edgar
	Won



	January 12, 2012
	Broadcast Film Critics Association[image: External link][19]
	Best Actor
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	January 15, 2012
	Golden Globe Awards[image: External link][20]
	Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama
	Nominated



	December 1, 2011
	National Board of Review[image: External link][21]
	Top Ten Films[image: External link]
	J. Edgar
	Won



	December 18, 2011
	Satellite Awards[image: External link][22]
	Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Nominated



	January 29, 2012
	Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link][23]
	Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role
	Nominated



	Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
	Armie Hammer
	Nominated
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 Historical accuracy




In an interview on All Things Considered[image: External link], Yale University[image: External link] history professor Beverly Gage, who is writing a biography of Hoover, stated that the film accurately conveys that Hoover came to the FBI as a reformer seeking "to clean it up, to professionalize it", and to introduce scientific methods to its investigation, eventually including such practices as finger-printing and blood-typing. She praises DiCaprio for conveying the tempo of Hoover's speech. However, she notes that the film's central narrative device, in which Hoover dictates his memoirs to FBI agents chosen as writers, is fictitious: "He didn't ever have the sort of formal situation that you see in the movie where he was dictating a memoir to a series of young agents, and that that is the official record of the FBI."[24] The historian Aaron J. Stockham of the Waterford School[image: External link], whose dissertation was on the relationship of the FBI and the US Congress during the Hoover years, wrote on the History News Network[image: External link] of George Mason University[image: External link], "J. Edgar portrays Hoover as the man who successfully integrated scientific processes into law enforcement investigations.... There is no doubt, from the historical record, that Hoover was instrumental in creating the FBI's scientific reputation."[25] Stockham notes that Hoover probably did not write the FBI's notorious letter[image: External link] to Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link], as the film portrays, saying, "While such a letter was written, Hoover almost certainly delegated it to others within the Bureau."[25]
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Django Unchained






This article is about the 2012 film directed by Quentin Tarantino, starring Jamie Foxx. For the 1966 film directed by Sergio Corbucci, see Django (1966 film)[image: External link].



	Django Unchained



	Directed by
	Quentin Tarantino



	Produced by
	


	Stacey Sher[image: External link]

	Reginald Hudlin[image: External link]

	Pilar Savone[image: External link]









	Written by
	Quentin Tarantino



	Starring
	


	Jamie Foxx

	Christoph Waltz

	Leonardo DiCaprio

	Kerry Washington[image: External link]

	Samuel L. Jackson

	Walton Goggins[image: External link]

	Dennis Christopher[image: External link]

	James Remar[image: External link]

	Michael Parks[image: External link]

	Don Johnson[image: External link]









	Cinematography
	Robert Richardson[image: External link]



	Edited by
	Fred Raskin[image: External link]



	
Production

companies


	



	The Weinstein Company[image: External link]

	Columbia Pictures[image: External link]











	Distributed by
	


	The Weinstein Company (North America)


	
Sony Pictures Releasing[image: External link] (International)










	
Release date


	


	December 11, 2012 (Ziegfeld Theatre[image: External link])


	December 25, 2012 (United States)










	
Running time


	166 minutes[1]




	Country
	United States



	Language
	English



	Budget
	$100 million[2]




	Box office
	$425.4 million[2]





Django Unchained is a 2012 American revisionist Western[image: External link] film written and directed by Quentin Tarantino, starring Jamie Foxx, Christoph Waltz, Leonardo DiCaprio, Kerry Washington[image: External link], and Samuel L. Jackson, with Walton Goggins[image: External link], Dennis Christopher[image: External link], James Remar[image: External link], Michael Parks[image: External link], and Don Johnson[image: External link] in supporting roles. Set in the Old West[image: External link] and Antebellum[image: External link] South[image: External link], it is a highly stylized[image: External link] tribute to Spaghetti Westerns, in particular the 1966 Italian film Django[image: External link] by Sergio Corbucci[image: External link], whose star Franco Nero[image: External link] has a cameo appearance[image: External link].

Development of Django Unchained began in 2007 when Tarantino was writing a book on Sergio Corbucci[image: External link]. By April 2011, Tarantino sent his final draft of the script to The Weinstein Company. Casting began in the summer of 2011, with Michael K. Williams[image: External link] and Will Smith being considered for the role of the title character before Foxx was cast. Principal photography took place from November 2011 to March 2012 in California, Wyoming and Louisiana.

Django Unchained premiered at the Ziegfeld Theatre[image: External link] in New York City on December 11, 2012, and was released on December 25, 2012 in the United States. The film was nominated for several film industry awards, including five Academy Awards[image: External link]. Waltz won several awards for his performance, among them Best Supporting Actor at the Golden Globes[image: External link], BAFTAs[image: External link], and Academy Awards[image: External link]. Tarantino won an Academy Award[image: External link], a Golden Globe[image: External link], and a BAFTA[image: External link] award for writing the film's original screenplay. The film grossed over $425 million worldwide in theaters against its $100 million budget, making it Tarantino's highest-grossing theatrical release.
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 Plot




In 1858 Texas[image: External link], the Speck brothers, Ace and Dicky, drive a group of black slaves[image: External link] on foot. Among the shackled slaves is Django[image: External link], sold off and separated from his wife, Broomhilda von Shaft. The Speck brothers are stopped by Dr. King Schultz, a German dentist[image: External link]-turned-bounty hunter[image: External link] from Düsseldorf[image: External link], who asks to buy one of the slaves. He questions Django about his knowledge of the Brittle brothers, a group of outlaws for whom Dr. Schultz is carrying a warrant. When Ace becomes suspicious, Dr. Schultz, a superior gunslinger[image: External link], kills Ace with a fast draw[image: External link]. Dr. Schultz insists on honorably paying Dicky a fair price for Django before leaving him at the mercy of the newly-freed slaves, who kill him and follow the North Star[image: External link] to freedom. As Django can identify the Brittle brothers, Dr. Schultz offers him his freedom[image: External link] in exchange for help tracking them down.

After tracking and killing the Brittles to a plantation owned by Spencer "Big Daddy" Bennett, the liberated Django partners with Dr. Schultz through the winter and becomes his apprentice. They are also briefly hunted by Big Daddy but Dr. Schultz deceives and kills most of his gang with an explosive in their carriage, as Django kills Big Daddy himself. Dr. Schultz explains that he feels responsible for Django since Django is the first person he has ever freed, and felt morally obliged to help Django reunite with Broomhilda. Now fully trained, Django collects his first bounty, keeping the handbill[image: External link] for good luck.

In 1859, Django and Dr. Schultz travel to Mississippi[image: External link], where they learn the identity of Broomhilda's owner: Calvin J. Candie, the charming but cruel owner of the Candyland plantation[image: External link], where slaves are forced to fight to the death in brutal wrestling matches called "Mandingo fights". Dr. Schultz and Django meet Calvin at his gentleman's club in Greenville[image: External link] and submit their offer to buy one of his best fighters; however, this is a pretense. Their ulterior motive is to purchase Broomhilda. Intrigued, Calvin invites them to his ranch at Candyland.

After finding Broomhilda and telling her of their plan, Dr. Schultz claims to be charmed by her and offers to buy her as well. During dinner, Calvin's staunchly loyal house slave Stephen becomes suspicious. Deducing that Django and Broomhilda know each other and that the sale of the Mandingo fighter is a ruse, Stephen alerts Calvin, who alters the deal so that Broomhilda will be sold instead of the Mandingo fighter. Dr. Schultz agrees, and the papers for her freedom are drawn up and signed. Calvin smugly insists that the deal be sealed through a handshake, which Dr. Schultz refuses. When Calvin threatens to kill Broomhilda, Dr. Schultz kills Calvin by shooting him in the heart with a concealed derringer[image: External link]. As Stephen mourns over Calvin's death, Butch, Calvin's bodyguard, kills Dr. Schultz by shooting him with a shotgun, and is killed by Django in turn. A shootout begins, and Django shoots down a great number of his opponents before surrendering when Broomhilda is taken hostage.

The next morning, Stephen tells Django that Calvin's sister, Lara Lee Candie-Fitzwilly, is in charge now, and he will be sold to a mine and worked to death. En route to the mine, Django proves to his escorts that he is a bounty hunter by showing them his handbill. The escorts release him and give him a pistol, which he uses to kill them before stealing a horse and returning to Candyland with a bag of dynamite[image: External link]. At the plantation, Django kills more of Calvin's henchmen, takes Broomhilda's freedom papers from the dead Dr. Schultz's pocket, and frees his wife from a nearby cabin. When Calvin's mourners return from his burial, Django kills Lara and the remaining henchmen, releases the two remaining house slaves[image: External link], and kneecaps[image: External link] Stephen before igniting the dynamite that he has planted throughout the mansion. Django and Broomhilda watch from a distance as the mansion explodes, killing Stephen, before they ride off together.
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 Cast






	
Jamie Foxx as Django Freeman[image: External link]


	
Christoph Waltz as Dr. King Schultz

	
Leonardo DiCaprio as "Monsieur" Calvin J. Candie

	
Kerry Washington[image: External link] as Broomhilda "Hildi" von Shaft

	
Samuel L. Jackson as Stephen

	
Don Johnson[image: External link] as Spencer "Big Daddy" Bennett

	
Walton Goggins[image: External link] as Billy Crash

	
James Remar[image: External link] as Ace Speck and Butch Pooch

	
Dennis Christopher[image: External link] as Leonide "Leo" Moguy

	
James Russo[image: External link] as Dicky Speck

	
David Steen[image: External link] as Mr. Stonecipher

	
Tom Wopat[image: External link] as U.S. Marshal Gill Tatum

	
Dana Gourrier[image: External link] as Cora

	Nichole Galicia as Sheba

	
Laura Cayouette[image: External link] as Lara Lee Candie-Fitzwilly

	
Ato Essandoh[image: External link] as D'Artagnan

	Sammi Rotibi as Rodney

	Clay Donahue as Fontenot

	Escalante Lundy as Big Fred

	Miriam F. Glover as Betina

	
Quentin Tarantino as Frankie

	
Omar J. Dorsey[image: External link] as Chicken Charlie

	
Franco Nero[image: External link] as Amerigo Vessepi





Other roles include Russ Tamblyn[image: External link] as Son of a Gunfighter, Amber Tamblyn[image: External link] as Daughter of a Son of a Gunfighter, Don Stroud[image: External link] as Sheriff Bill Sharp, Bruce Dern as Old Man Carrucan, M. C. Gainey[image: External link] as Big John Brittle, Cooper Huckabee[image: External link] as Lil Raj Brittle, Doc Duhame as Ellis Brittle, Jonah Hill[image: External link] as Bag Head #2, a member of a Ku Klux Klan[image: External link]-like group; Lee Horsley[image: External link] as Sheriff Gus (Snowy Snow), Rex Linn[image: External link] as Tennessee Harry, Misty Upham[image: External link] as Minnie, Danièle Watts[image: External link] as Coco and Clay Donahue Fontenot as Luigi. Zoë Bell[image: External link], Michael Bowen[image: External link], Robert Carradine[image: External link], Jake Garber[image: External link], Ted Neeley[image: External link], James Parks[image: External link], and Tom Savini[image: External link] play Candyland trackers, while Michael Parks[image: External link] and John Jarratt[image: External link], alongside Tarantino himself in a cameo appearance[image: External link] as Robert, play the LeQuint Dickey Mining Company employees.
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In 2007, Tarantino discussed an idea for a type of Spaghetti Western set in the United States' pre-Civil War Deep South[image: External link]. He called this type of film "a southern", stating that he wanted "to do movies that deal with America's horrible past with slavery and stuff but do them like spaghetti westerns, not like big issue movies. I want to do them like they're genre films, but they deal with everything that America has never dealt with because it's ashamed of it, and other countries don't really deal with because they don't feel they have the right to."[3] Tarantino later explained the genesis of the idea: "I was writing a book about Sergio Corbucci[image: External link] when I came up with a way to tell the story. ... I was writing about how his movies have this evil Wild West, a horrible Wild West. It was surreal, it dealt a lot with fascism[image: External link]. So I'm writing this whole piece on this, and I'm thinking: 'I don't really know if Sergio was thinking [this] while he was doing this. But I know I'm thinking it now. And I can do it!' "[4]

Tarantino finished the script on April 26, 2011, and handed in the final draft to The Weinstein Company[image: External link].[5] In October 2012, frequent Tarantino collaborator RZA[image: External link] said that he and Tarantino had intended to cross over[image: External link] Django Unchained with RZA's Tarantino-presented martial-arts film The Man with the Iron Fists[image: External link]. The crossover would have seen a younger version of the blacksmith character from RZA's film appear as a slave in an auction. However, scheduling conflicts prevented RZA's participation.[6]

One inspiration for the film is Corbucci's 1966 spaghetti western Django[image: External link], whose star Franco Nero[image: External link] has a cameo appearance in Django Unchained.[7] Another inspiration is the 1975 film Mandingo[image: External link], about a slave trained to fight other slaves.[8] Tarantino included scenes in the snow as a homage to The Great Silence[image: External link].[9] "Silenzio takes place in the snow. I liked the action in the snow so much, Django Unchained has a big snow section in the middle," Tarantino said in an interview.[9]

The title Django Unchained alludes to the titles of the 1966 Corbucci film Django; Hercules Unchained[image: External link], the American title for the 1959 Italian epic fantasy film Ercole e la regina di Lidia, about the mythical hero's escape from enslavement to a wicked master; and to Angel Unchained[image: External link], the 1970 American biker film about a biker exacting revenge on a large group of rednecks[image: External link].[10][11]
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Among those considered for the title role of Django, Michael K. Williams[image: External link] and Will Smith were mentioned as possibilities, but in the end Jamie Foxx was cast in the role.[12][13] Smith later said he turned down the role because it "wasn't the lead".[14] Tyrese Gibson[image: External link] sent in an audition tape as the character.[15] Franco Nero[image: External link], the original Django from the 1966 Italian film[image: External link], was rumored for the role of Calvin Candie,[16] but instead was given a cameo appearance as a minor character. Nero suggested that he play a mysterious horseman who haunts Django in visions and is revealed in an ending flashback to be Django's father; Tarantino opted not to use the idea.[17] Kevin Costner was in negotiations to join as Ace Woody,[18] a Mandingo trainer and Candie's right-hand man, but Costner dropped out due to scheduling conflicts.[19] Kurt Russell[image: External link] was cast instead[20] but also later left the role.[21] When Kurt Russell dropped out, the role of Ace Woody was not recast; instead, the character was merged with Walton Goggins[image: External link]'s character, Billy Crash.[22]

Jonah Hill[image: External link] was offered the role of Scotty Harmony, a gambler who loses Broomhilda to Candie in a poker game,[23] but turned it down due to scheduling conflicts with The Watch[image: External link].[24][25] Sacha Baron Cohen[image: External link] was also offered the role, but declined in order to appear in Les Misérables. Neither Scotty nor the poker game appear in the final cut of the film.[23] Hill later appeared in the film in a different role.[26] Joseph Gordon-Levitt said that he "would have loved, loved to have" been in the film but would be unable to appear because of a prior commitment to direct his first film, Don Jon[image: External link].[27]
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In a January 2013 interview with Vanity Fair, costume designer Sharen Davis[image: External link] said much of the film's wardrobe was inspired by spaghetti westerns and other works of art. For Django's wardrobe, Davis and Tarantino watched the television series Bonanza[image: External link] and referred to it frequently. The pair even hired the hatmaker who designed the hat worn by the Bonanza character Little Joe, played by Michael Landon[image: External link]. Davis described Django's look as a "rock-n-roll take on the character". Django's sunglasses were inspired by Charles Bronson[image: External link]'s character in The White Buffalo[image: External link] (1977). Davis used Thomas Gainsborough[image: External link]'s 1770 oil painting The Blue Boy[image: External link] as a reference for Django's valet outfit.[28]

In the final scene, Broomhilda wears a dress similar to that of Ida Galli[image: External link]'s character in Blood for a Silver Dollar[image: External link] (1965). Davis said the idea of Calvin Candie's costume came partly from Rhett Butler[image: External link], and that Don Johnson's signature Miami Vice[image: External link] look inspired Big Daddy's cream-colored linen suit in the film. King Schultz's faux chinchilla coat was inspired by Telly Savalas[image: External link] in Kojak[image: External link]. Davis also revealed that many of her costume ideas did not make the final cut of the film, leaving some unexplained characters such as Zoë Bell's tracker, who was intended to drop her bandana to reveal an absent jaw.[28]
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Principal photography[image: External link] for Django Unchained started in California in November 2011[29] continuing in Wyoming in February 2012[30] and at the National Historic Landmark Evergreen Plantation[image: External link] in Wallace, Louisiana[image: External link], outside of New Orleans[image: External link], in March 2012.[31] The film was shot in the anamorphic format[image: External link] on 35 mm film[image: External link].[32] Although originally scripted, a sub-plot centering on Zoë Bell's masked tracker was cut, and remained unfilmed, due to time constraints.[33] After 130 shooting days, the film wrapped up principal photography in July 2012.[34]

Django Unchained was the first Tarantino film not edited by Sally Menke[image: External link], who died in 2010. Editing duties were instead handled by Fred Raskin[image: External link], who had worked as an assistant editor on Tarantino's Kill Bill[image: External link].[35] Raskin was nominated for a BAFTA Award for Best Editing[image: External link] but lost to William Goldenberg[image: External link] for his work on Argo[image: External link].
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Main article: Django Unchained (soundtrack)[image: External link]


The film features both original and existing music tracks. Tracks composed specifically for the film include "100 Black Coffins" by Rick Ross[image: External link] and produced by and featuring Jamie Foxx, "Who Did That To You?" by John Legend[image: External link], "Ancora Qui" by Ennio Morricone[image: External link] and Elisa[image: External link], and "Freedom" by Anthony Hamilton[image: External link] and Elayna Boynton[image: External link].[36] The theme, "Django", was also the theme song of the 1966 film.[37] Musician Frank Ocean[image: External link] wrote an original song for the film's soundtrack, but it was rejected by Tarantino, who explained that "Ocean wrote a fantastic ballad that was truly lovely and poetic in every way, there just wasn't a scene for it."[38] Frank Ocean later published the song, entitled "Wiseman", on his Tumblr[image: External link] blog. The film also features a few famous pieces of western classical music[image: External link], including Beethoven's[image: External link] "Für Elise[image: External link]" and "Dies Irae" from Verdi's Requiem[image: External link]. Tarantino has stated that he avoids using full scores of original music: "I just don't like the idea of giving that much power to anybody on one of my movies."[39][40] The film's soundtrack album was released on December 18, 2012.[36] Ennio Morricone made statements criticizing Tarantino's use of his music in Django Unchained and stated that he would "never work" with the director after this film,[41] but later agreed to compose an original film score for Tarantino's The Hateful Eight[image: External link] in 2015. In a scholarly essay on the film's music, Hollis Robbins[image: External link] notes that the vast majority of film music borrowings come from films made between 1966 and 1974 and argues that the political and musical resonances of these allusions situate Django Unchained squarely in the Vietnam and Watergate era, during the rise and decline of Black Power cinema.[42] Jim Croce[image: External link]'s hit I Got A Name[image: External link] was featured in the soundtrack.
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The first teaser poster was inspired by a fan-art poster by Italian artist Federico Mancosu. His artwork was published in May 2011, a few days after the synopsis and the official title were released to the public. In August 2011, at Tarantino's request, the production companies bought the concept artwork from Mancosu to use for promotional purposes as well as on the crew passes and clothing for staff during filming.[43]

Django Unchained was released on December 25, 2012, in the United States by The Weinstein Company[image: External link] and released on January 18, 2013, by Sony Pictures Releasing[image: External link] in the United Kingdom.[44][45] The film was screened for the first time at the Directors Guild of America[image: External link] on December 1, 2012, with additional screening events having been held for critics leading up to the film's wide release.[46] The premiere of Django Unchained was delayed by one week following the shooting[image: External link] at an elementary school in Newtown, Connecticut[image: External link], on December 14, 2012.[47]

The film was released on March 22, 2013, by Sony Pictures in India[image: External link].[48] In March 2013, Django Unchained was announced to be the first Tarantino film approved for official distribution in China[image: External link]'s strictly controlled[image: External link] film market.[49] Lily Kuo, writing for Quartz[image: External link], wrote that "the film depicts one of America's darker periods, when slavery was legal, which Chinese officials like to use to push back against criticism from the United States."[50] The film was released in China on May 12, 2013.[51]
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 Box office




After a total of 143 days, the film ended its American theatrical run on May 16, 2013 with a gross of $162,805,434 in North America.[52] It grossed $262,562,804 in foreign countries including $51,597,323 of Germany, $37,297,979 of France, and $24,893,462 of the United Kingdom, making a worldwide total gross of $425,368,238.[2] As of 2013, Django Unchained became Tarantino's highest-grossing film, surpassing his 2009 film Inglourious Basterds[image: External link], which grossed $321.4 million worldwide.[53]
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 Home media




The film was released on DVD[image: External link], Blu-ray[image: External link], and Digital Download on April 16, 2013.[54] In the United States, the film has grossed $31,939,733 from DVD sales and $30,286,838 from Blu-ray sales, making a total of $62,226,571.[55]
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On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has an approval rating of 88% based on 254 reviews and an average rating of 8/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Bold, bloody, and stylistically daring, Django Unchained is another incendiary masterpiece from Quentin Tarantino."[56] Metacritic, which assigns a weighted average score to reviews from mainstream critics, gives the film a score of 81 out of 100 based on 42 reviews, indicating "universal acclaim".[57]

Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times gave the film four stars out of four and said: "The film offers one sensational sequence after another, all set around these two intriguing characters who seem opposites but share pragmatic, financial and personal issues." Ebert also added, "had I not been prevented from seeing it sooner because of an injury, this would have been on my year's best films list."[58] Peter Bradshaw[image: External link], film critic for The Guardian, awarded the film five stars, writing: "I can only say Django delivers, wholesale, that particular narcotic and delirious pleasure that Tarantino still knows how to confect in the cinema, something to do with the manipulation of surfaces. It's as unwholesome, deplorable and delicious as a forbidden cigarette."[8] Writing in The New York Times, critic A. O. Scott[image: External link] compared Django to Tarantino's earlier Inglourious Basterds[image: External link]: "Like Inglourious Basterds, Django Unchained is crazily entertaining, brazenly irresponsible and also ethically serious in a way that is entirely consistent with its playfulness." Designating the film a Times 'critics' pick, Scott said Django is "a troubling and important movie about slavery and racism."[59] Filmmaker Michael Moore[image: External link] praised Django, tweeting that the movie "is one of the best film satires ever. A rare American movie on slavery and the origins of our sick racist history."[60]

To the contrary, Owen Gleiberman, film critic for the Entertainment Weekly, wrote that "Django isn't nearly the film that Inglourious was. It's less clever, and it doesn't have enough major characters – or enough of Tarantino's trademark structural ingenuity – to earn its two-hour-and-45-minute running time."[61] In his review for the Indy Week, David Fellerath wrote: "Django Unchained shows signs that Tarantino did little research beyond repeated viewings of Sergio Corbucci's 1966 spaghetti Western Django[image: External link] and a blaxploitation from 1975 called Boss Nigger[image: External link], written by and starring Fred Williamson[image: External link]."[62] New Yorker's Anthony Lane[image: External link] was "disturbed by their [Tarantino's fans'] yelps of triumphant laughter, at the screening I attended, as a white woman was blown away by Django's guns."[63]

According to Bob Hoose, critic with Plugged in: "This flick is far more concerned with foul-mouthed Grindhouse[image: External link] chatter, revenge-filled rage, skin-tearing bullwhips and bullets, and slow-motion geysers of meat and blood than in communicating anything truthful and enlightening." [64]

An entire issue of the academic journal Safundi[image: External link] was devoted to Django Unchained: "Django Unchained and the Global Western," featuring scholars who contextualize Tarantino's film as a classic "western." Dana Phillips writes: "Tarantino’s film is immensely entertaining, not despite but because it is so very audacious—even, at times, downright lurid, thanks to its treatment of slavery, race relations, and that staple of the Western, violence. No doubt these are matters that another director would have handled more delicately, and with less stylistic excess, than Tarantino, who has never been bashful. Another director also would have been less willing to proclaim his film the first in a new genre, the “Southern.”[65]
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Django Unchained was listed on many critics' top ten lists.[66]



	1st – Amy Nicholson, Movieline[image: External link]


	1st – Chase Whale, Twitch Film[image: External link]


	2nd – Mick LaSalle[image: External link], San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link]


	2nd – Drew McWeeny[image: External link], Hitfix[image: External link]


	2nd – Michelle Orange, The Village Voice[image: External link]


	2nd – Nathan Rabin[image: External link], The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	2nd – Betsy Sharkey, Los Angeles Times (tied with Lincoln[image: External link])

	3rd – Richard Jameson, MSN Movies[image: External link]


	3rd – Alan Scherstuhl, The Village Voice[image: External link]


	4th – Mark Mohan, The Oregonian[image: External link]


	4th – Joe Neumaier, New York Daily News


	4th – James Rocchi, MSN Movies[image: External link]


	4th – Kristopher Tapley, HitFix[image: External link]


	4th – Drew Taylor & Caryn James[image: External link], Indiewire[image: External link]


	5th - The Huffington Post[image: External link]


	5th – David Ehrlich, Movies.com[image: External link]


	5th – Scott Foundas, The Village Voice[image: External link]


	5th – Wesley Morris[image: External link], The Boston Globe[image: External link]


	6th – James Berardinelli[image: External link], Reelviews


	6th – Lisa Kennedy, Denver Post[image: External link]


	6th – Kat Murphy, MSN Movies[image: External link]


	6th – Richard Roeper[image: External link], Chicago Sun-Times


	6th – Mike Scott, The Times-Picayune[image: External link]


	7th – Drew Hunt, Chicago Reader[image: External link]


	7th – A.O. Scott[image: External link], The New York Times


	8th – Ty Burr[image: External link], The Boston Globe[image: External link]


	9th – Todd McCarthy[image: External link], The Hollywood Reporter


	10th – Karina Longworth[image: External link], The Village Voice[image: External link]


	10th – Joshua Rothkopf, Time Out New York[image: External link]


	10th – Marlow Stern, The Daily Beast[image: External link]


	10th – Peter Travers[image: External link], Rolling Stone


	Top 10 (ranked alphabetically) – Claudia Puig, USA Today[image: External link]


	Top 10 (ranked alphabetically) – Joe Williams[image: External link], St. Louis Post-Dispatch[image: External link]


	Top 10 (ranked alphabetically) – Stephanie Zacharek[image: External link], Film.com[image: External link]
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 Objections to specific elements of the film
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 Portrayal and descriptions of African-Americans and slavery




Some commentators have felt that the film's heavy usage of the word " nigger[image: External link]" is inappropriate, affecting them to an even greater extent than the depicted violence against the slaves.[67][68] Other reviewers[69] have defended the usage of the language in the historic context of race and slavery in the United States.[70]

Filmmaker Spike Lee[image: External link], in an interview with Vibe[image: External link], said he would not see the film, explaining "All I'm going to say is that it's disrespectful to my ancestors. That's just me.... I'm not speaking on behalf of anybody else."[71] Lee later wrote, "American slavery was not a Sergio Leone[image: External link] Spaghetti Western. It was a Holocaust[image: External link]. My ancestors are slaves stolen from Africa. I will honor them."[72] Louis Farrakhan[image: External link], the leader of the Nation of Islam[image: External link], interpreted the movie as "preparation for race war."[73]

Actor and activist Jesse Williams[image: External link] has contrasted accuracy of the racist language used in the film with what he sees as the film's lack of accuracy about the general lives of slaves, too often portrayed as "well-dressed Negresses in flowing gowns, frolicking on swings and enjoying leisurely strolls through the grounds, as if the setting is Versailles, mixed in with occasional acts of barbarism against slaves.... That authenticity card that Tarantino uses to buy all those 'niggers' has an awfully selective memory."[74] He also criticizes the lack of solidarity between slave characters, and their general lack of a will to escape from slavery, with Django as the notable exception.[74]

Wesley Morris[image: External link] of The Boston Globe[image: External link] compared Samuel L. Jackson's Stephen character to black Republicans like Clarence Thomas[image: External link] or Herman Cain[image: External link].[75] Samuel L. Jackson said that he believed his character to have "the same moral compass as Clarence Thomas does."[76] Jackson defended heavy use of the word "nigger": "Saying Tarantino said 'nigger' too many times is like complaining they said ' kyke[image: External link]' [sic] too many times in a movie about Nazis."[77] The review by Jesse Williams notes, however, that these antisemitic terms were not used nearly as frequently in Tarantino's film about Nazis, Inglourious Basterds[image: External link], suggesting the Jewish community would not have accepted it.[74]

Marc Lamont Hill[image: External link], a professor at Columbia University[image: External link], compared the fugitive ex–Los Angeles police officer Christopher Dorner[image: External link] to a real-life Django, saying "It's almost like watching 'Django Unchained' in real life. It's kind of exciting."[78] Writing in the Los Angeles Times, journalist Erin Aubry Kaplan noted the difference between Tarantino's Jackie Brown[image: External link] and Django Unchained: "It is an institution whose horrors need no exaggerating, yet Django does exactly that, either to enlighten or entertain. A white director slinging around the n-word in a homage to '70s blaxploitation[image: External link] à la Jackie Brown is one thing, but the same director turning the savageness of slavery into pulp fiction is quite another."[79]

While hosting NBC's Saturday Night Live[image: External link], Jamie Foxx joked about being excited "to kill all the white people in the movie".[80] Conservative columnist Jeff Kuhner[image: External link] wrote a reaction to the SNL skit for The Washington Times[image: External link], saying: "Anti-white bigotry has become embedded in our postmodern culture. Take Django Unchained. The movie boils down to one central theme: the white man as devil—a moral scourge who must be eradicated like a lethal virus."[81]
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 Use of violence




Some reviews criticized the film for being too violent[image: External link].[82] The originally planned premiere of Django was postponed following the Sandy Hook school shooting[image: External link] on December 14, 2012.[83] Thomas Frank[image: External link] criticized the film's use of violence as follows:


Not surprisingly, Quentin Tarantino has lately become the focus for this sort of criticism (about the relationship between the movies and acts of violence). The fact that Django Unchained arrived in theaters right around the time of the Sandy Hook massacre didn't help. Yet he has refused to give an inch in discussing the link between movie violence and real life. Obviously I don't think one has to do with the other. Movies are about make-believe. It's about imagination. Part of the thing is trying to create a realistic experience, but we are faking it. Is it possible that anyone in our cynical world credits a self-serving sophistry[image: External link] like this? Of course an industry under fire will claim that its hands are clean, just as the NRA[image: External link] has done – and of course a favorite son, be it Tarantino or LaPierre[image: External link], can be counted on to make the claim louder than anyone else. But do they really believe that imaginative expression is without consequence?[84]



The Independent[image: External link] said the movie was part of "the new sadism in cinema" and added, "There is something disconcerting about sitting in a crowded cinema as an audience guffaws at the latest garroting[image: External link] or falls about in hysterics as someone is beheaded or has a limb lopped off".[85]

Adam Serwer from Mother Jones[image: External link] said that "Django, like many Tarantino films, also has been criticized as cartoonishly violent, but it is only so when Django is killing slave owners and overseers. The violence against slaves is always appropriately terrifying. This, if nothing else, puts Django in the running for Tarantino's best film, the first one in which he discovers violence as horror rather than just spectacle. When Schultz turns his head away from a slave being torn apart by dogs, Django explains to Calvin Candie—the plantation owner played by Leo DiCaprio—that Schultz just isn't used to Americans."[86]
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 Historical inaccuracies




Although Tarantino has said about Mandingo fighting, "I was always aware those things existed", there is no definitive historical evidence that slave owners ever staged gladiator[image: External link]-like fights to the death between male slaves like the fight depicted in the movie.[87][88] Historian Edna Greene Medford[image: External link] notes that there are only undocumented rumors that such fights took place.[89] David Blight, the director of Yale's center for the study of slavery, said it was not a matter of moral or ethical reservations that prevented slave owners from pitting slaves against each other in combat, but rather economic self-interest: slave owners would not have wanted to put their substantial financial investments at risk in gladiatorial battles.[87][88]

The non-historical term "Mandingo" for a fine fighting or breeding slave comes not from Tarantino, but the earlier film Mandingo[image: External link].[90]

Writing in The New Yorker[image: External link], William Jelani Cobb[image: External link] observed that Tarantino's occasional historical elasticity sometimes worked to the film's advantage. "There are moments," Cobb wrote, "where this convex history works brilliantly, like when Tarantino depicts the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link] a decade prior to its actual formation in order to thoroughly ridicule its members' veiled racism."[91] However, Tarantino upholds that the masked marauders depicted in the film were not the KKK, but a group known as "The Regulators". They were depicted as spiritual forebears of the later post-civil war KKK and not as the actual KKK.[92][93]

On the matter of historical accuracy, Christopher Caldwell[image: External link] wrote in the Financial Times: "Of course, we must not mistake a feature film for a public television documentary", pointing out that the film should be treated as entertainment, not as a historical account of the time period it is set in. "Django uses slavery the way a pornographic film might use a nurses' convention: as a pretext for what is really meant to entertain us. What is really meant to entertain us in Django is violence."[94] Richard Brody, however, wrote in The New Yorker that Tarantino's "vision of slavery's monstrosity is historically accurate.... Tarantino rightly depicts slavery as no mere administrative ownership but a grievous and monstrous infliction of cruelty."[95]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by Django Unchained[image: External link]


Django Unchained garnered several awards and nominations. The American Film Institute[image: External link] named it one of their Top Ten Movies of the Year in December 2012.[96] The film received five Golden Globe Award nominations, including Best Picture[image: External link], and Best Director[image: External link] and Best Screenplay[image: External link] for Tarantino. Tarantino won an Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link].[97][98] Christoph Waltz received the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link], the Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link], and the BAFTA Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link], his second time receiving all three awards, having previously won for his role in Tarantino's Inglourious Basterds.[99][100][101] The NAACP Image Awards[image: External link] gave the film four nominations, while the National Board of Review[image: External link] named DiCaprio their Best Supporting Actor.[102][103] Django Unchained earned a nomination for Best Theatrical Motion Picture[image: External link] from the Producers Guild of America[image: External link].[104]
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 Comic book adaption





	
DC Comics[image: External link]: Django Unchained (February 2013)[105][106]
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 Potential future projects





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Miniseries




Tarantino has said in an interview that he has 90 minutes of unused material and considered re-editing Django Unchained into a four-hour, four-night cable miniseries[image: External link]. Tarantino said that breaking the story into four parts would be more satisfying to audiences than a four-hour movie: "...it wouldn't be an endurance test. It would be a mini-series. And people love those."[107]
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 Novels




The story which became the director's follow-up film The Hateful Eight[image: External link] was first attempted as a paperback novel sequel to Django Unchained titled Django in White Hell. Tarantino decided, however, that the character's established morals did not fit the tone of the developing story so he began re-writing it as an original screenplay with no connection to the earlier film.[108] He has expressed a desire to write a series of Django sequel novels.[109]
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 Crossover




Sony is planning on a Django/ Zorro[image: External link] crossover movie, which currently exists in the form of a comic book by Dynamite Entertainment[image: External link].[110][111]

In the 2014 film A Million Ways to Die in the West[image: External link], Django is seen shooting the proprietor of a racially charged shooting game, saying 'people die at the fair'. Despite his appeareance, the film has no serious connection with Tarantino film and is used mostly for parody and humor.
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 Alleged copyright infringement




In December 2015, a $100 million lawsuit was filed against Tarantino by filmmakers Oscar Colvin Jr. and Torrance J. Colvin, who claimed that the script for Django Unchained bears extensive similarities to their film, titled Freedom. The lawsuit was filed in a federal court in Washington, DC[image: External link].[112][113] On January 24, 2017, the lawsuit was dismissed. [114]
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 See also





	List of films featuring slavery[image: External link]

	Damsel in distress[image: External link]

	White savior narrative in film[image: External link]
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The Great Gatsby (2013 film)






The Great Gatsby is a 2013 Australian-American period[image: External link] drama film based on F. Scott Fitzgerald's 1925 novel of the same name. The film was co-written and directed by Baz Luhrmann and stars Leonardo DiCaprio as the eponymous Jay Gatsby, with Tobey Maguire, Carey Mulligan, Joel Edgerton[image: External link] and Elizabeth Debicki[image: External link] in supporting roles.[3] Production began in 2011 and took place in Australia, with $105 million budget. The film follows the life and times of millionaire Jay Gatsby and his neighbor Nick (Maguire), who recounts his encounter with Gatsby at the height of the Roaring Twenties[image: External link] in New York state[image: External link].

The film polarized critics, receiving both praise and criticism for its acting performances, soundtrack, visual style, and direction. Audiences responded much more positively,[4] and F. Scott Fitzgerald's granddaughter praised the film, stating "Scott would have been proud."[5] As of 2016, it is Baz Luhrmann's highest-grossing film, having earned over $350 million worldwide.[6] At the 86th Academy Awards[image: External link], the film won in both of its nominated categories: Best Production Design[image: External link] and Best Costume Design[image: External link].



TOP
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 Plot




In 1929, Nick Carraway[image: External link], a World War I[image: External link] veteran, is receiving treatment for alcoholism[image: External link] at a psychiatric hospital[image: External link]. He talks about Jay Gatsby, the most hopeful man he had ever met. Nick's doctor suggests that he writes his thoughts down, since writing is Nick's passion.

In the summer of 1922, Nick moves from the Midwest[image: External link] to New York after abandoning writing. He rents a small house in the North Shore[image: External link] village of West Egg, next to the mansion of Gatsby, a mysterious business magnate who often holds extravagant parties. One day, while Nick has dinner with his cousin, Daisy Buchanan[image: External link], and her husband, Tom, he is introduced to Jordan Baker by Daisy, who hopes to make a match between them. When Nick returns home, he sees Gatsby standing on the dock, reaching towards the green light coming from the Buchanan dock.

Jordan tells Nick that Tom has a mistress who lives in the "valley of ashes[image: External link]", an industrial dumping site between West Egg and New York City. Nick and Tom visit the valley and stop at a garage owned by George Wilson and his wife, Myrtle, who is Tom's mistress. Later, Nick receives an invitation to one of Gatsby's parties. Upon arrival, Nick learns he is the only one to receive an invitation and none of the guests have ever met Gatsby. Nick encounters Jordan, and both meet Gatsby. Gatsby offers Nick a ride to town for lunch. On the way, Gatsby tells Nick he is an Oxford[image: External link] graduate and war hero from a wealthy Midwestern family. They go to a speakeasy[image: External link], where Gatsby introduces Nick to his business partner, Meyer Wolfsheim.

Jordan tells Nick that Gatsby had a relationship with Daisy years ago and is still in love with her, and that Gatsby threw parties in the hopes that Daisy would attend. Gatsby asks Nick to invite Daisy to tea. After an awkward reunion, Gatsby and Daisy begin an affair. Gatsby is dismayed when Daisy wants to run away with him and wants her to get a divorce. He asks Nick and Jordan to accompany him to the Buchanan home, where he and Daisy plan to tell Tom that Daisy is leaving him. During the luncheon, Tom becomes suspicious of Gatsby and Daisy, but Daisy stops Gatsby from revealing anything and suggests they all go to the Plaza Hotel[image: External link]. Tom drives Nick and Jordan in Gatsby's car, while Gatsby drives Daisy in Tom's car. Tom stops for gas at George's garage, where George tells him that he and Myrtle are moving and that he suspects Myrtle is unfaithful.

At the Plaza, Gatsby tells Tom of his affair with Daisy. Tom accuses Gatsby of having never attended Oxford and having made his fortune through bootlegging[image: External link] with mobsters. Daisy says she loves Gatsby but cannot bring herself to say she never loved Tom. Eventually, both Gatsby and Daisy leave. After a fight with George over her infidelity, Myrtle runs into the street and is fatally struck by Gatsby's car after mistaking it for Tom's. After learning about Myrtle's death, Tom tells George that the car belongs to Gatsby and that he suspects Gatsby was Myrtle's lover. Nick deduces Daisy was the driver, though Gatsby intends to take the blame. Nick overhears Daisy accepting Tom's promise to take care of everything, but he does not tell Gatsby. Gatsby admits to Nick that he was born penniless; his real name is James Gatz, and he had asked Daisy to wait for him until he had made something of himself.

The next morning, Gatsby hears the phone ringing and thinks it is Daisy. Before he can answer it, he is shot and killed by George, who then kills himself. Nick is the only person other than reporters to attend Gatsby's funeral, as Daisy and Tom are leaving New York. The media paints Gatsby as Myrtle's lover and killer. Disgusted with both the city and its inhabitants, Nick leaves after taking a final walk through Gatsby's deserted mansion and reflecting on Gatsby's ability to hope. In the sanatorium, Nick finishes typing his memoir, titling it The Great Gatsby.
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 Cast






	
Leonardo DiCaprio as Jay Gatsby


	
Tobey Maguire as Nick Carraway[image: External link]


	
Carey Mulligan as Daisy Buchanan[image: External link]


	Emily Foreman as Pamela "Pammy" Buchanan

	
Joel Edgerton[image: External link] as Tom Buchanan

	
Elizabeth Debicki[image: External link] as Jordan Baker

	
Isla Fisher[image: External link] as Myrtle Wilson

	
Jason Clarke[image: External link] as George Wilson

	
Amitabh Bachchan[image: External link] as Meyer Wolfsheim

	
Jack Thompson[image: External link] as Dr. Walter Perkins

	
Adelaide Clemens[image: External link] as Catherine

	
Callan McAuliffe[image: External link] as Young Jay Gatsby

	
Richard Carter[image: External link] as Herzog

	
Max Cullen[image: External link] as Owl Eyes

	
Heather Mitchell[image: External link] as Daisy's mother

	Gus Murray as Teddy Barton

	
Steve Bisley[image: External link] as Dan Cody

	
Vince Colosimo[image: External link] as Michaelis

	
Felix Williamson[image: External link] as Henri

	
Kate Mulvany[image: External link] as Mrs. Mckee

	Eden Falk as Chester Mckee

	Nick Jantz as Robert Stellenbosh

	
iOTA[image: External link] as Trimalchio

	
Brendan Maclean[image: External link] as Ewing Klipspringer

	Kahlia and Karinna Greksa as The Twins
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 Development




Prior to this version, there had already been an opera[image: External link] and numerous other dramatic adaptations of F. Scott Fitzgerald's acclaimed 1925 novel of the same name.[7] In December 2008, Variety reported that this film adaptation was to be made with Baz Luhrmann as director.

Luhrmann stated that he planned it to be more up-to-date due to its theme of criticizing the often irresponsible lifestyles of wealthy people.[8] In order to commit to the project, in September 2010 Luhrmann moved with his family from Australia to Chelsea[image: External link] in Lower Manhattan[image: External link], where he had intended to film The Great Gatsby.[9] While Luhrmann was at the Consumer Electronics Show[image: External link] in January 2011, he told The Hollywood Reporter that he had been workshopping The Great Gatsby in 3D, though he had not yet decided whether to shoot in the format.[10] In late January 2011, Luhrmann showed doubt about staying on board with the project,[11] before deciding to stay.

In 2010, it was reported that the film was being set up by Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link][12] but by 2011, Warner Bros.[image: External link] was close to acquiring a deal to finance and take worldwide distribution of The Great Gatsby.[13]
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 Casting




Luhrmann said the results from the movie's workshop process of auditioning actors for roles in The Great Gatsby had been "very encouraging" to him. Leonardo DiCaprio was cast first, in the title role of Jay Gatsby. It is the second time Luhrmann and DiCaprio worked together; DiCaprio costarred in Luhrmann's Romeo + Juliet (1996). Tobey Maguire was cast to play Nick Carraway.[14] Reports linked Amanda Seyfried to the lead role of Daisy Buchanan, in October 2010.[15] The next month Deadline Hollywood[image: External link] reported that Luhrmann had been auditioning numerous actresses, including Keira Knightley[image: External link], Rebecca Hall[image: External link], Amanda Seyfried, Blake Lively[image: External link], Abbie Cornish[image: External link], Michelle Williams[image: External link], and Scarlett Johansson[image: External link], as well as considering Natalie Portman[image: External link], for Daisy.[12] Soon afterward, with her commitment to Cameron Crowe[image: External link]'s We Bought a Zoo[image: External link](2011), Johansson pulled out.[16]

On November 15, Luhrmann announced that Carey Mulligan had been cast to play Daisy after reading for the part on 2 November in New York.[14] She got the role shortly after Luhrmann showed her audition footage to Sony Pictures Entertainment executives Amy Pascal and Doug Belgrad, who were impressed by the actress' command of the character.[14] Mulligan burst into tears after learning of her casting via a phone call from Luhrmann, who informed her of his decision while she was on the red carpet[image: External link] at an event in New York. Luhrmann said: "I was privileged to explore the character with some of the world's most talented actresses, each one bringing their own particular interpretation, all of which were legitimate and exciting. However, specific to this particular production of The Great Gatsby, I was thrilled to pick up the phone an hour ago to the young Oscar-nominated British actress Carey Mulligan and say to her: 'Hello, Daisy Buchanan.'"[14]

In April, Ben Affleck[image: External link] was in talks about playing the role of Tom Buchanan but had to pass due to a scheduling conflict with Argo[image: External link] (2012).[17] Several weeks later, Affleck was replaced by Joel Edgerton[image: External link].[18] Bradley Cooper had previously lobbied for the part,[18] and Luke Evans[image: External link] was a major contender.[19] Isla Fisher[image: External link] was cast to play Myrtle Wilson.[20] Australian newcomer Elizabeth Debicki[image: External link] won the part of Jordan Baker, right after graduating from Victorian College of the Arts.[21][22]

While casting for the supporting role of Jordan, the filmmaker said the character must be "as thoroughly examined as Daisy, for this production, for this time", adding, "It's like Olivier's Hamlet was the right Hamlet for his time. Who would Hamlet be today? Same with a Jordan or a Daisy".[23] In June 2011, Jason Clarke[image: External link] was cast as George B. Wilson.[24] Indian actor Amitabh Bachchan[image: External link] makes a cameo appearance as Meyer Wolfshiem; this was his first Hollywood role.[25]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filming




The Great Gatsby was planned to be filmed in the New York City[image: External link] area where the novel is set, starting in June 2011.[9] The director instead opted to shoot principal photography in Sydney[image: External link]. Filming began on September 5, 2011, at Fox Studios Australia[image: External link] and finished on December 22, 2011, with additional shots filmed in January 2012.[26][27] The film was shot with Red Epic[image: External link] digital cameras and Zeiss[image: External link] Ultra Prime lenses[image: External link].[28][29] Originally scheduled for a December 25, 2012 release, on August 6, 2012, it was reported that the film was being moved to a summer 2013 release date.[30] In September 2012, this date was confirmed to be May 10, 2013. The film opened the 66th Cannes Film Festival[image: External link] on May 15, 2013,[31] shortly following its wide release in RealD 3D[image: External link] and 2D formats.
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 Sets




In creating the background scenery for the world depicted in the film, designer Catherine Martin[image: External link] stated that the team styled the interior sets of Jay Gatsby's mansion with gilded opulence, in a style that blended establishment taste with Art Deco[image: External link].[32] The long-destroyed Beacon Towers[image: External link], thought by scholars to have partially inspired Fitzgerald's Jay Gatsby estate, was used as a main inspiration for Gatsby's home in the film.[32][33] The filming for the exterior of Jay Gatsby's mansion was the college building of the International College of Management, Sydney[image: External link],[34] Some inspiration was also drawn from other Gold Coast, Long Island[image: External link], mansions, including Oheka Castle[image: External link] and La Selva Mansion.[35] Features evoking the Long Island mansions were added in post-production.[35]

The inspiration for the film version of the Buchanan estate came from Old Westbury Gardens[image: External link].[32] The mansion exterior was built on a soundstage, with digital enhancements added.[35] The interior sets for the Buchanan mansion were inspired by the style of Hollywood Regency[image: External link].[32]

The home of Nick Carraway was conceived as an intimate cottage, in contrast with the grandeur of the neighboring Gatsby mansion. Objects chosen adhered to a central theme of what the designers saw as classic Long Island. The architecture conjures American Arts and Crafts[image: External link], with Gustav Stickley[image: External link]-type furnishings inside and an Adirondack[image: External link]-style swing out.[35]

The opening scene was filmed from Rivendell Child, Adolescent and Family Unit in Concord, Sydney, only a few kilometres from Sydney 2000 Olympic Stadium.
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 Costumes




Many apparel designers were approached in collaboration of the film's costumes. The Great Gatsby achieved the iconic 1920s look by altering pieces from the Prada[image: External link] and Miu Miu[image: External link] fashion archives. Martin also collaborated with Brooks Brothers[image: External link] for the costumes worn by the male cast members and extras. Tiffany & Co.[image: External link] provided the jewelry for the film. Catherine Martin[image: External link] and Miuccia Prada[image: External link] were behind the wardrobe and worked closely together to create pieces with "the European flair that was emerging amongst the aristocratic East Coast crowds in the 1920s"[36]

Costume historians of the period, however, said that the costumes were not authentic, but instead modernized the 1920s-era fashions to look more like modern fashions. Most prominently, the women were clothed to emphasize their breasts, such as Daisy's push-up bra, in contrast to the flat-chested fashions of the era. While the book was set in 1922, the movie included fashions from the entire decade of the 1920s and even the 1930s. Many of the fashions from archives were concepts from runways and fashion magazines that were never worn by women in real life. Martin says that she took the styles of the 1920s and made them sexier, and was trying to interpret 1920s styles for a modern audience. Alice Jurow, of the Art Deco Society of California, said that she loved the movie, but most of their members prefer more period-perfect films. The men's costumes were more authentic, except that the pants were too tight.[37]
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The first trailer[image: External link] for The Great Gatsby was released on May 22, 2012,[38] almost a year before the film's release. Songs featured in various trailers include: "No Church in the Wild[image: External link]" by Jay-Z[image: External link] and Kanye West[image: External link]; a cover of U2[image: External link]'s "Love Is Blindness[image: External link]" performed by Jack White[image: External link]; a cover of The Turtles[image: External link]' "Happy Together[image: External link]" by the band Filter[image: External link]; a cover of Amy Winehouse[image: External link]'s "Back to Black[image: External link]" performed by André 3000[image: External link] and Beyoncé[image: External link]; "Young and Beautiful[image: External link]" performed by Lana Del Rey[image: External link]; and two songs, "Bedroom Hymns[image: External link]" and "Over the Love[image: External link]", performed by Florence and the Machine[image: External link].[39]

On April 15, 2013, Brooks Brothers[image: External link] premiered "The Gatsby Collection", a line of men's clothing, shoes and accessories "inspired by the costumes designed by Catherine Martin for Baz Luhrmann's The Great Gatsby". According to Fashion Weekly, "The looks weren't simply based on 1920s style: the new duds were designed based on the brand's actual archives [...] Brooks Brothers was one of the initial arbiters of Gatsby-era look. The actual costumes, designed by Catherine Martin, will be on display in select Brooks Brothers boutiques."[40][41]

On April 17, 2013, Tiffany & Co.[image: External link] unveiled windows at its Fifth Avenue flagship store "inspired by" Luhrmann's film and created in collaboration with Luhrmann and costumer Catherine Martin. The jewelry store also premiered "The Great Gatsby Collection" line of jewelry designed in anticipation of the film. The collection comprises 7 pieces: a brooch[image: External link], a headpiece (both reportedly based on archival Tiffany designs), a necklace, and four different rings, including one in platinum with a 5.25-carat diamond, priced at US$875,000.[42][43][44]
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 Soundtrack




Main article: The Great Gatsby: Music from Baz Luhrmann's Film[image: External link]


Released on May 7, the film's soundtrack is also available in a deluxe edition; a Target[image: External link] exclusive release also features three extra tracks.[39] The film score[image: External link] was executive-produced by Jay-Z[image: External link][45] and The Bullitts[image: External link].[46]

Penned by Lana Del Rey[image: External link] and the film's director, Baz Luhrmann, the song "Young and Beautiful[image: External link]" was released to contemporary hit radio[image: External link] as a single[image: External link], and was used as the film's buzz single[image: External link].[47] A snippet of the track appeared in the official trailer for the film and played during the scene where the characters portrayed by Leonardo DiCaprio and Carey Mulligan express their romantic feelings for one another.[48] Hip hop[image: External link] magazine Rap-Up[image: External link] called the single "haunting",[47] while MTV called it "somber-sounding".[48] The track performed by Florence and the Machine, "Over the Love[image: External link]", references[image: External link] the "green light" symbol from the novel in its lyrics[image: External link].[45] Chris Payne of Billboard[image: External link] praised Beyoncé[image: External link] and André 3000[image: External link]'s cover of "Back to Black[image: External link]", made unique with a downtempo[image: External link] EDM[image: External link] wobble.[45] The xx[image: External link] recorded "Together" for the film, with Jamie Smith[image: External link] telling MTV that the band's contribution to the soundtrack sounds like "despair",[49] and revealing that it utilizes a 60-piece orchestra[image: External link].

Speaking of his goals for the movie's musical backdrop, Baz Luhrman expressed his desire to blend the music of the Jazz Age[image: External link], associated with the 1922 setting of the story, with a modern spin. Much like his modern twists applied in Moulin Rouge![image: External link] and Romeo + Juliet, Baz uses the movie's music not as a background, but instead prominently in the foreground, which takes on a character of its own.[50]
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 Box office




The Great Gatsby earned US$144.8 million in North America, and US$206.2 million in other countries, for a worldwide total of US$351 million.[2] Calculating in all expenses, Deadline.com[image: External link] estimated that the film made a profit of $58.6 million.[51]

In North America, The Great Gatsby earned US$19.4 million on its opening Friday, including US$3.25 million from Thursday night and midnight shows.[52] It went on to finish in second place, behind Iron Man 3[image: External link], during its opening weekend, with US$51.1 million.[53] This was the sixth-largest opening weekend for a film that did not debut in first place,[54] the second largest opening weekend for a film starring Leonardo DiCaprio behind Inception,[55] and Luhrmann's highest-grossing movie.[56]
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On review aggregation website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has an approval rating of 48% based on 257 reviews, with an average rating of 5.8/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "While certainly ambitious—and every bit as visually dazzling as one might expect—Baz Luhrmann's The Great Gatsby emphasizes visual splendor at the expense of its source material's vibrant heart."[57] Metacritic gives the film a score of 55 out of 100, based on 45 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[58] Audiences polled by the market research firm CinemaScore[image: External link] gave an average grade of "B" on an A+ to F scale.[52]

Joe Morgenstern[image: External link] of The Wall Street Journal felt the elaborate production designs were a misfire and likened the film to the Roaring Twenties themselves as Fitzgerald envisioned and criticized them, stating that what is "intractably wrong with the film is that there's no reality to heighten; it's a spectacle in search of a soul."[59] The Chicago Reader[image: External link] review felt "Luhrmann is exactly the wrong person to adapt such a delicately rendered story, and his 3D feature plays like a ghastly Roaring 20s blowout at a sorority house."[60] In The Atlantic[image: External link], Christopher Orr[image: External link] observed that "The problem is that when the movie is entertaining it's not Gatsby, and when it's Gatsby it's not entertaining."[61]

The positive reviews included A. O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times, who felt the adaptation was "a lot of fun" and "less a conventional movie adaptation than a splashy, trashy opera, a wayward, lavishly theatrical celebration of the emotional and material extravagance that Fitzgerald surveyed with fascinated ambivalence"; Scott advised "the best way to enjoy the film is to put aside whatever literary agenda you are tempted to bring with you."[62] Ty Burr[image: External link] of The Boston Globe[image: External link] reserved special praise for DiCaprio's performance, saying "magnificent is the only word to describe this performance – the best movie Gatsby by far, superhuman in his charm and connections, the host of revels beyond imagining, and at his heart an insecure fraud whose hopes are pinned to a woman."[63]

The Scene Magazine[image: External link] gave the movie a "B-" rating, and praised the actors' performances, in particular saying that "the stand-out actor is Joel Edgerton as Tom Buchanan doing an excellent job of showing the character’s gruffness, despite the one-dimensionality given to him".[64] A granddaughter of Fitzgerald praised the style and music of the film.[65]

Tobey Maguire's role as Nick was given mixed to negative reviews from critics, with Philip French of The Guardian calling him "miscast or misdirected;"[66] Ann Hornaday of The Washington Post[image: External link] saying "Tobey Maguire is his usual recessive presence, barely registering as either a dynamic part of the events he describes or their watchful witness;"[67] and Elizabeth Weitzman of The New York Daily News saying despite "the wry-observational skills needed for Nick's Midwestern decency", the character is "directed toward a wide-eyed, one-note performance".[68] Rick Groen of The Toronto Star[image: External link] was more positive of Maguire's character, saying "our narrator, [is] prone to his occasionally purple rhetoric[image: External link]. But that imposed conceit, the image of a talented depressive writing from inside the bauble of his imagination, seems to validate his inflated prose and, better yet, lets us re-appreciate its inherent poetry."[69]
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	Awards



	Award
	Date of ceremony
	Category
	Recipients and nominees
	Result



	Academy Awards[70][71]
	March 2, 2014[image: External link]
	Best Production Design[image: External link]
	Catherine Martin[image: External link] (Art Direction); Beverley Dunn[image: External link] (Set Decoration)
	Won



	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Catherine Martin[image: External link]
	Won



	AACTA Awards[image: External link]
	January 30, 2014[image: External link]
	Best Film[image: External link]
	Baz Luhrmann, Catherine Martin, Douglas Wick[image: External link], Lucy Fisher[image: External link], and Catherine Knapman
	Won



	Best Direction[image: External link]
	Baz Luhrmann
	Won



	Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]
	Baz Luhrmann and Craig Pearce
	Won



	Best Actor in a Leading Role
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Won



	Best Actress in a Leading Role[image: External link]
	Carey Mulligan
	Nominated



	Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
	Joel Edgerton[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
	Elizabeth Debicki[image: External link]
	Won



	Isla Fisher[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Simon Duggan
	Won



	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Matt Villa[image: External link], Jason Ballantine[image: External link], and Jonathan Redmond
	Won



	Best Original Music Score[image: External link]
	Craig Armstrong[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Sound[image: External link]
	Wayne Pashley, Jenny Ward, Fabian Sanjurjo, Steve Maslow, Phil Heywood, and Guntis Sics
	Won



	Best Production Design[image: External link]
	Catherine Martin, Karen Murphy, Ian Gracie, and Beverley Dunn
	Won



	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Catherine Martin, Silvana Azzi Heras, and Kerry Thompson
	Won



	AACTA International Awards[image: External link]
	January 10, 2014[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Joel Edgerton
	Nominated



	Best Direction[image: External link]
	Baz Luhrmann
	Nominated



	Art Directors Guild[image: External link][72]
	February 8, 2014
	Excellence in Production Design – Period Film
	Catherine Martin
	Won



	British Academy Film Awards[73]
	February 16, 2014
	Best Costume Design
	Catherine Martin
	Won



	Best Make-up and Hair
	Maurizio Silvi[image: External link], Kerry Warn
	Nominated



	Best Production Design
	Catherine Martin, Beverley Dunn
	Won



	Costume Designers Guild[image: External link][74]
	February 22, 2014
	Excellence in Period Film
	Catherine Martin
	Nominated



	Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link][75]
	January 16, 2014
	Best Costume Design
	Catherine Martin
	Won



	Best Production Design
	Catherine Martin, Beverley Dunn
	Won



	Best Song
	"Young and Beautiful[image: External link]"- Lana Del Rey[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Gay and Lesbian Entertainment Critics Association[image: External link][76]
	January 21, 2014
	Campy Flick of the Year
	
	Nominated



	Visually Striking Film of the Year
	
	Nominated



	Empire Awards[image: External link][77]
	March 30, 2014[image: External link]
	Best Female Newcomer[image: External link]
	Elizabeth Debicki
	Nominated



	Grammy Awards[image: External link][78]
	January 26, 2014[image: External link]
	Best Compilation Soundtrack for Visual Media[image: External link]
	Baz Luhrmann
	Nominated



	Best Song Written For Visual Media[image: External link]
	Young and Beautiful[image: External link]

Music by Lana Del Rey[image: External link] and Rick Nowels[image: External link], Lyrics by Lana Del Rey
	Nominated



	Best Score Soundtrack For Visual Media[image: External link]
	Craig Armstrong
	Nominated



	International 3D Society's Creative Arts Awards[79]
	January 28, 2014
	Outstanding Live Action 3D Feature Film
	
	Nominated



	Motion Picture Sound Editors Golden Reel Awards[image: External link][80][81]
	February 16, 2014
	Best Sound Editing: Music Score in a Feature Film
	Jason Ruder
	Won



	Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	February 23, 2014[image: External link]
	Best Art Direction and Production Design[image: External link]
	Catherine Martin (Art Direction); Beverley Dunn (Set Decoration)
	Won



	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Catherine Martin
	Nominated



	Best Original Song[image: External link]
	Young and Beautiful[image: External link]

Music by Lana Del Rey and Rick Nowels, Lyrics by Lana Del Rey
	Won



	St. Louis Gateway Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	December 14, 2013[image: External link]
	Best Cinematography
	Simon Duggan
	Nominated



	Best Art Direction
	
	Won



	Best Soundtrack
	
	Nominated



	Visual Effects Society Awards[image: External link][82]
	February 12, 2014
	Outstanding Supporting Visual Effects in a Feature Motion Picture
	Chris Godfrey, Prue Fletcher and Joyce Cox
	Nominated



	Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	December 9, 2013[image: External link]
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Baz Luhrmann
	Nominated



	Best Art Direction[image: External link]
	Catherine Martin and Beverley Dunn
	Won



	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Simon Duggan
	Nominated



	Young Artist Awards[83]
	May 4, 2014[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Young Actor in a Feature Film[image: External link]
	Callan McAuliffe[image: External link]
	Won
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 See also




Other film adaptations of The Great Gatsby include:


	
The Great Gatsby (1926 film)[image: External link], a silent film starring Warner Baxter and Lois Wilson[image: External link]


	
The Great Gatsby (1949 film)[image: External link], starring Alan Ladd[image: External link] and Betty Field[image: External link]


	
The Great Gatsby (1974 film)[image: External link], starring Robert Redford and Mia Farrow[image: External link]


	
The Great Gatsby (2000 film)[image: External link], a TV film starring Toby Stephens[image: External link] and Mira Sorvino[image: External link], and Paul Rudd[image: External link] as Nick Carraway

	
G[image: External link], a loosely adapted hip hop[image: External link] musical starring Richard T. Jones[image: External link]
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Howard Hughes






For other people named Howard Hughes, see Howard Hughes (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Howard Robard Hughes Jr. (December 24, 1905 – April 5, 1976) was an American businessman, investor, pilot, film director, and philanthropist, known during his lifetime as one of the most financially successful individuals in the world. He first made a name for himself as a film producer, and then became an influential figure in the aviation industry. Later in life, he became known for his eccentric behavior[image: External link] and reclusive lifestyle—oddities that were caused in part by a worsening obsessive–compulsive disorder[image: External link] (OCD) and chronic pain[image: External link] from a plane crash.

As a maverick film tycoon, Hughes gained prominence in Hollywood[image: External link] beginning in the late 1920s, when he produced big-budget and often controversial films like The Racket[image: External link] (1928), Hell's Angels[image: External link] (1930), and Scarface[image: External link] (1932). Later he controlled the RKO[image: External link] film studio.

Hughes formed the Hughes Aircraft Company[image: External link] in 1932, hiring numerous engineers and designers. He spent the rest of the 1930s setting multiple world air speed records[image: External link] and building the Hughes H-1 Racer[image: External link] and H-4 Hercules[image: External link] (the Spruce Goose). He acquired and expanded Trans World Airlines[image: External link] and later acquired Air West[image: External link], renaming it Hughes Airwest[image: External link]. Hughes was included in Flying Magazine[image: External link]'s list of the 51 Heroes of Aviation, ranked at No. 25.[4] Today, his legacy is maintained through the Howard Hughes Medical Institute[image: External link].



TOP
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 Early years




The birthplace of Howard Hughes is recorded as either Humble[image: External link] or Houston, Texas[image: External link]. The date remains uncertain due to conflicting dates from various sources. He repeatedly claimed that his birthday was on Christmas Eve. A 1941 affidavit[image: External link] birth certificate[image: External link] of Hughes that was signed by his aunt Annette Gano Lummis and Estelle Boughton Sharp states that he was born on December 24, 1905, in Harris County, Texas[image: External link].[N 1] However, his certificate of baptism[image: External link] recorded on October 7, 1906, in the parish register of St. John's Episcopal Church in Keokuk, Iowa[image: External link], listed his birth as September 24, 1905 without any reference to the place of birth.[N 2]

Hughes was the son of Allene Stone Gano and Howard R. Hughes Sr.[image: External link], a successful inventor and businessman from Missouri[image: External link]. He was of English[image: External link], and some French Huguenot[image: External link], ancestry,[5] and was a descendant of John Gano[image: External link], a minister who allegedly baptized George Washington[image: External link].[6] His father had patented the two-cone roller bit[image: External link], which allowed rotary drilling[image: External link] for petroleum in previously inaccessible places. The senior Hughes made the shrewd and lucrative decision to commercialize the invention by leasing the bits instead of selling them, and founded the Hughes Tool Company[image: External link] in 1909. Hughes' uncle was the famed novelist, screenwriter, and film director Rupert Hughes[image: External link].

At a young age, Hughes demonstrated interest in science and technology. In particular, he had great engineering aptitude and built Houston's first "wireless" radio transmitter[image: External link] at age 11.[7] He went on to be one of the first licensed ham radio[image: External link] operators in Houston, having the assigned callsign W5CY (originally 5CY).[8] At 12, Hughes was photographed in the local newspaper, identified as being the first boy in Houston to have a " motorized[image: External link]" bicycle, which he had built from parts from his father's steam engine[image: External link].[9] He was an indifferent student, with a liking for mathematics, flying, and mechanics. He took his first flying lesson at 14, and later attended math and aeronautical engineering courses at Caltech[image: External link].[7][9] The red brick house where Hughes lived as a teenager at 3921 Yoakum St., Houston today serves as the headquarters of the Theology Department of the University of St. Thomas[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

His mother Allene died in March 1922 from complications of an ectopic pregnancy[image: External link]. Howard Hughes Sr. died of a heart attack in 1924. Their deaths apparently inspired Hughes to include the creation of a medical research laboratory[image: External link] in the will that he signed in 1925 at age 19. Howard Sr.'s will had not been updated since Allene's death, and Hughes inherited 75% of the family fortune.[10] On his 19th birthday, Hughes was declared an emancipated minor[image: External link], enabling him to take full control of his life.[11]

From a young age, Hughes was an excellent and enthusiastic golfer. He often scored near par figures and played the game to a three handicap during his twenties. He played frequently with top players, including Gene Sarazen[image: External link]. Hughes rarely played competitively and gradually gave up his passion for the sport to pursue other interests.[12]

Hughes withdrew from Rice University[image: External link] shortly after his father's death. On June 1, 1925, he married Ella Botts Rice, daughter of David Rice and Martha Lawson Botts of Houston. They moved to Los Angeles, where he hoped to make a name for himself as a filmmaker.
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 Business career




Main article: Summa Corporation[image: External link]


Hughes enjoyed a highly successful business career beyond engineering, aviation, and filmmaking, though many of his career endeavors involved varying entrepreneurial roles. The Summa Corporation was the name adopted for the business interests of Howard Hughes after he sold the tool division of Hughes Tool Company[image: External link] in 1972. The company serves as the principal holding company for Hughes' business ventures and investments. It is primarily involved in aerospace and defense, electronics, mass media, manufacturing, and hospitality industries, but has maintained a strong presence in a wide variety of industries including real estate, petroleum drilling and oilfield services, consulting, entertainment, and engineering. Much of his fortune was later used for philanthropic causes, notably towards health care and medical research.
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 Entertainment




Hughes entered the entertainment industry after dropping out of Rice University and moving to Los Angeles. His first two films, Everybody's Acting (1927) and Two Arabian Knights[image: External link] (1928), were financial successes, the latter winning the first Academy Award for Best Director[image: External link] of a comedy picture. The Racket[image: External link] (1928) and The Front Page[image: External link] (1931) were also nominated for Academy Awards.

Hughes spent $3.8 million to make the flying film Hell's Angels[image: External link] (1930). It earned nearly $8 million, about double the production and advertising costs. Hell's Angels received one Academy Award nomination for Best Cinematography[image: External link]. He produced another hit, Scarface[image: External link] (1932), a production delayed by censors' concern over its violence.

The Outlaw[image: External link] (1943) was completed in 1941 and featured Jane Russell[image: External link]. It also received considerable attention from industry censors, this time owing to Russell's revealing costumes. Hughes designed a special bra[image: External link] for his leading lady, although Russell said it was uncomfortable and decided against wearing it.
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 Ventures with David Charnay




Hughes began his business partnerships with industrialist and producer David Charnay[13] through the film The Conqueror[image: External link]. Hughes and Charnay had led a buyout group that had acquired Airwest.[14] Hughes, Charnay, as well as three others were indicted under charges that were later dismissed. The charges were then settled in an indictment which had failed to allege an illegal action on the part of Hughes, Charnay, and the other three that were also cleared of the false charges. The federal judge that had made the decision to dismiss the false charges had called the indictment one of the worst claims that he has ever seen. The indictment alleged that the group had conspired to drive down the stock price of Airwest and then pressured directors to sell to Hughes.[15][16] The aftermath of the Airwest deal was later settled with the SEC[image: External link] by paying former stockholders for alleged losses due to the former stockholders impacts from the sale of their Airwest stock.[17]
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 RKO




Main article: RKO Pictures[image: External link]


During the 1940s to the late 1950s, the Hughes Tool Company ventured into the film industry when it obtained partial ownership of the RKO companies which included RKO Pictures, RKO Studios, a chain of movie theaters known as RKO Theatres and a network of radio stations known as the RKO Radio Network.

In 1948, Hughes gained control of RKO[image: External link], a struggling major Hollywood studio, by acquiring 25% of the outstanding stock from Floyd Odlum[image: External link]'s Atlas Corporation[image: External link]. Within weeks of acquiring the studio, Hughes dismissed three-quarters of the work force and production was shut down for six months during which time investigations were conducted of each employee who remained with RKO as far as their political leanings were concerned. Only after ensuring that the stars under contract to RKO had no suspect affiliations would Hughes approve completed pictures to be sent back for re-shooting. This was especially true of the women who were under contract to RKO at that time. If Hughes felt that his stars did not properly represent the political views of his liking or if a film's anti-communist[image: External link] politics were not sufficiently clear, he pulled the plug. In 1952, an abortive sale to a Chicago-based group connected to the mafia with no experience in the industry also disrupted studio operations at RKO even further.

In 1953, Hughes was involved with a high profile lawsuit as part of the settlement of the United States v. Paramount Pictures, Inc.[image: External link] Antitrust[image: External link] Case. As a result of the hearings, the shaky status of RKO became increasingly apparent. A steady stream of lawsuits from RKO's minority shareholders had grown to be extremely annoying to Hughes. They had accused him with financial misconduct and corporate mismanagement. Since Hughes wanted to focus primarily on his aircraft manufacturing and TWA holdings during the Korean War[image: External link] years, Hughes offered to buy out all other stockholders in order to dispense with their distractions.

He had gained near-total control of RKO by the end of 1954 at a cost of nearly $24 million, becoming the closest thing to a sole owner of a Hollywood studio seen in three decades. Six months later, Hughes sold the studio to the General Tire and Rubber Company[image: External link] for $25 million. Hughes retained the rights to pictures that he had personally produced, including those made at RKO. He also retained Jane Russell's contract. For Howard Hughes, this was the virtual end of his 25-year involvement in the motion picture industry. However, his reputation as a financial wizard emerged unscathed. During that time period, RKO became known as the home of film noir classic productions thanks in part to the limited budgets required to make such films during Hughes' tenure. Hughes reportedly walked away from RKO having made $6.5 million in personal profit.[18]

General Tire was interested mainly in exploiting the value of the RKO library for television programming even though it made some attempts to continue producing films. After a year and a half of mixed success, General Tire shut down film production entirely at RKO at the end of January 1957. The studio lots in Hollywood and Culver City[image: External link] were sold to Desilu Productions[image: External link] later that year for $6.15 million.
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Main article: Howard Hughes Corporation[image: External link]


Beyond extending his business prowess in the manufacturing, aviation, entertainment, and hospitality industries, Hughes was a successful real estate[image: External link] investor. Hughes was deeply involved in the American real estate industry where he amassed vast holdings of undeveloped land both in Las Vegas[image: External link] and in the desert surrounding the city that had gone unused during his lifetime. In 1968, the Hughes Tool Company[image: External link] purchased the North Las Vegas Air Terminal.

Originally known as Summa Corporation, The Howard Hughes Corporation was formed in 1972 when the oil tools business of Hughes Tool Company, then owned by Howard Hughes Jr., was floated on the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] under the Hughes Tool name. This forced the remaining businesses of the "original" Hughes Tool to adopt a new corporate name Summa. The name "Summa"—Latin for "highest"—was adopted without the approval of Hughes himself, who preferred to keep his own name on the business, and suggested HRH Properties (for Hughes Resorts and Hotels, and also his own initials).

Initially staying in the Desert Inn[image: External link], Hughes refused to vacate his room, and instead decided to purchase the entire hotel. Hughes extended his financial empire to include Las Vegas real estate, hotels, and media outlets, spending an estimated $300 million, and using his considerable powers to take-over many of the well known hotels, especially the organized crime[image: External link] connected venues. He quickly became one of the most powerful men in Las Vegas. He was instrumental in changing the image of Las Vegas from its Wild West[image: External link] roots into a more refined cosmopolitan city.
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Another portion of Hughes' business interests lay in aviation, airlines, and the aerospace and defense industries. Hughes was a lifelong aircraft enthusiast and pilot. He survived four airplane accidents: one while filming Hell's Angels, one while setting the air speed record in the Hughes Racer, one at Lake Mead in 1943, and the near fatal crash of the Hughes XF-11 in 1946. At Rogers Airport in Los Angeles, he learned to fly from pioneer aviators, including Moye Stephens[image: External link]. He set many world records and commissioned the construction of custom aircraft for himself while heading Hughes Aircraft[image: External link] at the airport in Glendale[image: External link], CA. Operating from there, the most technologically important aircraft he commissioned was the Hughes H-1 Racer[image: External link]. On September 13, 1935, Hughes, flying the H-1, set the landplane airspeed record[image: External link] of 352 mph (566 km/h) over his test course near Santa Ana, California[image: External link] (Giuseppe Motta[image: External link] reached 362 mph in 1929 and George Stainforth[image: External link] reached 407.5 mph in 1931, both in seaplanes). This was the last time in history that the world airspeed record was set in an aircraft built by a private individual. A year and a half later, on January 19, 1937, flying the same H-1 Racer fitted with longer wings, Hughes set a new transcontinental airspeed record[image: External link] by flying non-stop from Los Angeles to Newark in 7 hours, 28 minutes, and 25 seconds (beating his own previous record of 9 hours, 27 minutes). His average ground speed over the flight was 322 mph (518 km/h).[19]

The H-1 Racer featured a number of design innovations: it had retractable landing gear (as Boeing Monomail[image: External link] had five years before) and all rivets and joints set flush into the body of the aircraft to reduce drag. The H-1 Racer is thought to have influenced the design of a number of World War II[image: External link] fighters such as the Mitsubishi A6M Zero[image: External link], Focke-Wulf Fw 190[image: External link], and F8F Bearcat[image: External link],[20] although that has never been reliably confirmed. The H-1 Racer was donated to the Smithsonian[image: External link] in 1975 and is on display at the National Air and Space Museum[image: External link].
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 Round-the-world flight




On July 14, 1938, Hughes set another record by completing a flight around the world in just 91 hours (3 days, 19 hours, 17 minutes), beating the previous record set in 1933 by Wiley Post[image: External link] in a single engine Lockheed Vega[image: External link] by almost four days. Hughes returned home ahead of photographs of his flight. Taking off from New York City[image: External link], Hughes continued to Paris[image: External link], Moscow[image: External link], Omsk[image: External link], Yakutsk[image: External link], Fairbanks[image: External link], Minneapolis[image: External link], then returning to New York City. For this flight he flew a Lockheed 14 Super Electra[image: External link] (NX18973, a twin-engine transport with a four-man crew) fitted with the latest radio and navigational equipment. Hughes wanted the flight to be a triumph of American aviation technology, illustrating that safe, long-distance air travel was possible. Albert Lodwick of Mystic, Iowa[image: External link] provided organizational skills as the flight operations[image: External link] manager.[21] While he had previously been relatively obscure despite his wealth, being better known for dating Katharine Hepburn[image: External link], New York City now gave Hughes a ticker-tape parade[image: External link] in the Canyon of Heroes[image: External link].[22] In 1938, the William P. Hobby Airport[image: External link] in Houston, Texas[image: External link]—known at the time as Houston Municipal Airport—was renamed after Hughes, but the name was changed back after people objected to naming the airport after a living person. Hughes also had a role in the design and financing of both the Boeing 307 Stratoliner[image: External link] and Lockheed L-049 Constellation[image: External link].[23]

He received many awards as an aviator, including the Harmon Trophy[image: External link] in 1936 and 1938, the Collier Trophy[image: External link] and the Bibesco Cup of the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale[image: External link] in 1938, the Octave Chanute Award[image: External link] in 1940, and a special Congressional Gold Medal[image: External link] in 1939 "in recognition of the achievements of Howard Hughes in advancing the science of aviation and thus bringing great credit to his country throughout the world". According to his obituary[image: External link] in the New York Times, Hughes never bothered to come to Washington to pick up the Congressional Gold Medal[image: External link], which was eventually mailed to him.
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Main article: Hughes D-2[image: External link]


The Hughes D-2[image: External link] was conceived in 1939 as a bomber with five crew members, powered by 42-cylinder Wright R-2160[image: External link] Tornado engines. In the end it appeared as two-seat fighter-reconnaissance aircraft designated the D-2A, powered by two Pratt & Whitney R-2800[image: External link]-49 engines. The aircraft was constructed using the Duramold process[image: External link]. The prototype was brought to Harper's Dry Lake California in great secrecy in 1943 and first flew on June 20 of that year.[24] Acting on a recommendation of the president's son, Colonel Elliott Roosevelt[image: External link], who had become friends with Hughes, in September 1943 the USAAF ordered 100 of a reconnaissance development of the D-2, known as the F-11. Hughes then attempted to get the military to pay for the development of the D-2. In November 1944, the hangar containing the D-2A was reportedly hit by lightning and the aircraft was destroyed. The D-2 design was abandoned, but led to the extremely controversial Hughes XF-11[image: External link]. The XF-11 was a large all-metal, two-seat reconnaissance aircraft, powered by two Pratt & Whitney R-4360[image: External link]-31 engines, each driving a set of contra-rotating propellers[image: External link]. Only the two prototypes were completed; the second one with a single propeller per side.[25]
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In the spring of 1943 Hughes spent nearly a month in Las Vegas[image: External link], test flying his Sikorsky S-43[image: External link] amphibian aircraft, practicing touch-and-go landings on Lake Mead[image: External link] in preparation for flying the H-4 Hercules. The weather conditions at the lake during the day were ideal and he enjoyed Las Vegas at night. On May 17, 1943, Hughes flew the Sikorsky from California carrying two CAA aviation inspectors, two of his employees, and actress Ava Gardner[image: External link]. Hughes dropped Gardner off in Las Vegas and proceeded to Lake Mead to conduct qualifying tests in the S-43. The test flight did not go well. The Sikorsky crashed into Lake Mead, killing CAA inspector Ceco Cline and Hughes employee Richard Felt. Hughes suffered a severe gash on the top of his head when he hit the upper control panel and had to be rescued by one of the others on board.[26] Hughes paid divers $100,000 to raise the aircraft and later spent more than $500,000 restoring it.[27]
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 Near-fatal crash of the XF-11




Main article: Hughes XF-11[image: External link]


Hughes was involved in a near-fatal aircraft accident on July 7, 1946, while performing the first flight of the prototype U.S. Army Air Forces[image: External link] reconnaissance aircraft[image: External link], the XF-11[image: External link], near Hughes airfield at Culver City, California[image: External link]. An oil leak caused one of the contra-rotating propellers[image: External link] to reverse pitch, causing the aircraft to yaw[image: External link] sharply and lose altitude rapidly. Hughes attempted to save the aircraft by landing it at the Los Angeles Country Club[image: External link] golf course, but just seconds before reaching the course, the XF-11 started to drop dramatically and crashed in the Beverly Hills[image: External link] neighborhood surrounding the country club.[28][29]

When the XF-11 finally came to a halt after destroying three houses, the fuel tanks exploded, setting fire to the aircraft and a nearby home at 808 North Whittier Drive, owned by Lt Col. Charles E. Meyer.[30] Hughes managed to pull himself out of the flaming wreckage but lay beside the aircraft until he was rescued by Marine[image: External link] Master Sgt.[image: External link] William L. Durkin, who happened to be in the area visiting friends.[31] Hughes sustained significant injuries in the crash, including a crushed collar bone[image: External link], multiple cracked ribs,[32] crushed chest with collapsed left lung, shifting his heart to the right side of the chest cavity, and numerous third-degree burns[image: External link]. An oft-told story said that Hughes sent a check to the Marine weekly for the remainder of his life as a sign of gratitude. However, Durkin's daughter denied that he took any money for the rescue.[33]

Despite his physical injuries, Hughes was proud that his mind was still working. As he lay in his hospital bed, he decided that he did not like the bed's design. He called in plant engineers to design a customized bed, equipped with hot and cold running water, built in six sections, and operated by 30 electric motors, with push-button adjustments.[34] The hospital bed was designed by Hughes specifically to alleviate the pain caused by moving with severe burn injuries. Despite the fact that he never had the chance to use the bed that he designed, Hughes' bed served as a prototype for the modern hospital bed[image: External link].[35] Hughes' doctors considered his recovery almost miraculous. Hughes, however, believed that neither miracle nor modern medicine contributed to his recovery, instead asserting the natural life-giving properties of fresh-squeezed orange juice[image: External link] were responsible.[35]

Many attribute his long-term dependence on opiates[image: External link] to his use of codeine[image: External link] as a painkiller during his convalescence.[36] The trademark mustache he wore afterward was used to hide a scar[image: External link] on his upper lip resulting from the accident.[37]
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Main article: Hughes H-4 Hercules[image: External link]


The War Production Board[image: External link] (not the military) originally contracted with Henry Kaiser[image: External link] and Hughes to produce the gigantic HK-1 Hercules flying boat for use during World War II[image: External link] to transport troops and equipment across the Atlantic as an alternative to seagoing troop transport ships that were vulnerable to German U-boats[image: External link]. The project was opposed by the military services, thinking it would siphon resources from higher priority programs, but was advocated by Hughes' powerful allies in Washington, D.C. After disputes, Kaiser withdrew from the project and Hughes elected to continue it as the H-4 Hercules. However, the aircraft was not completed until after the end of World War II.[38][39]

The Hercules was the world's largest flying boat, the largest aircraft made from wood,[40] and, at 319 feet 11 inches (97.51 m), had the longest wingspan[image: External link] of any aircraft (the next largest wingspan was about 310 ft (94 m)). (The Hercules is no longer the longest or heaviest aircraft ever built; both of those titles are currently held by the Antonov An-225 Mriya[image: External link].)

The Hercules flew only once for one mile (1.6 km), and 70 feet (21 m) above the water, with Hughes at the controls, on November 2, 1947.[41]

The Hercules was nicknamed the Spruce Goose by its critics, but it was actually made largely from birch[image: External link], not spruce[image: External link], rather than of aluminum, because the contract required that Hughes build the aircraft of "non-strategic materials[image: External link]". It was built in Hughes' Westchester, California[image: External link], facility. In 1947, Howard Hughes was summoned to testify before the Senate War Investigating Committee[image: External link] to explain why the H-4 development had been so troubled, and why $22 million had produced only two prototypes of the F-11. General Elliott Roosevelt and numerous other USAAF officers were also called to testify in hearings that transfixed the nation during August and November 1947. In hotly disputed testimony over TWA[image: External link]'s route awards and malfeasance in the defense acquisition process, Hughes turned the tables on his main interlocutor, Maine Senator Owen Brewster[image: External link], and the hearings were widely interpreted as a Hughes victory. After being displayed at the harbor of Long Beach, California, the Hercules was moved to McMinnville, Oregon[image: External link], where it is now part of the Evergreen Aviation Museum[image: External link].[42]
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Main article: Hughes Aircraft[image: External link]


Hughes Aircraft Company, a division of Hughes Tool Company, was founded by Hughes in 1932, in a rented corner of a Lockheed Aircraft Corporation hangar in Burbank, California, to build the H-1 racer. During and after World War II, Hughes fashioned his company into a major defense contractor. The Hughes Helicopters[image: External link] division started in 1947 when helicopter[image: External link] manufacturer Kellett[image: External link] sold their latest design to Hughes for production. The company was a major American aerospace and defense contractor manufacturing numerous technology related products that include spacecraft vehicles, military aircraft, radar systems, electro-optical systems, the first working laser, aircraft computer systems, missile systems, ion-propulsion engines (for space travel), commercial satellites, and other electronics systems.

In 1948, Hughes created a new division of the company: the Hughes Aerospace[image: External link] Group. The Hughes Space and Communications Group and the Hughes Space Systems Division were later spun off in 1948 to form their own divisions and ultimately became the Hughes Space and Communications Company[image: External link] in 1961. In 1953, Howard Hughes gave all his stock in the Hughes Aircraft Company to the newly formed Howard Hughes Medical Institute, thereby turning the aerospace and defense contractor into a tax-exempt charitable organization. The Howard Hughes Medical Institute sold Hughes Aircraft in 1985 to General Motors for $5.2 billion. In 1997, General Motors sold Hughes Aircraft to Raytheon[image: External link] and in 2000, sold Hughes Space & Communications to Boeing. A combination of Boeing, GM, and Raytheon[image: External link] acquired the Hughes Research Laboratories[image: External link], where it focused on advanced developments in microelectronics, information & systems sciences, materials, sensors, and photonics; their workspace spans from basic research to product delivery. It has particularly emphasized capabilities in high performance integrated circuits, high power lasers, antennas, networking, and smart materials.
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In 1939, at the urging of Jack Frye[image: External link], president of Trans World Airlines[image: External link] ( TWA[image: External link]), Hughes quietly purchased a majority share of TWA stock for nearly $7 million and took control of the airline. Upon assuming ownership, Hughes was prohibited by federal law from building his own aircraft. Seeking an aircraft that would perform better than TWA's fleet of Boeing 307 Stratoliners[image: External link], Hughes and Frye approached Boeing's competitor, Lockheed[image: External link]. Hughes had a good relationship with Lockheed since they had built the aircraft he used in his record flight around the world in 1938. Lockheed agreed to Hughes and Frye's request that the new aircraft be built in secrecy. The result was the revolutionary Constellation[image: External link] and TWA purchased the first 40 of the new airliners off the production line.

In 1956, Hughes placed an order for 63 Convair 880s[image: External link] for TWA at a cost of $400 million. Although Hughes was extremely wealthy at this time, outside creditors demanded that Hughes relinquish control of TWA in return for providing the money. In 1960, Hughes was ultimately forced out of TWA, although he owned 78% of the company and battled to regain control.

Before Hughes' removal, the TWA jet financing issue precipitated the end of Hughes' relationship with Noah Dietrich[image: External link]. Dietrich claimed Hughes developed a plan by which Hughes Tool Company profits would be inflated to sell the company for a windfall that would pay the bills for the 880s. Dietrich agreed to go to Texas to implement the plan on the condition that Hughes agreed to a capital gains arrangement he had long promised Dietrich. When Hughes balked, Dietrich resigned immediately. "Noah", Dietrich quoted Hughes as replying, "I cannot exist without you!" Dietrich stood firm and eventually had to sue to retrieve personal possessions from his office after Hughes ordered it locked.

In 1966, a U.S. federal court forced Hughes to sell his TWA shares because of concerns over conflict of interest[image: External link] between his ownership of both TWA and Hughes Aircraft. The sale of his TWA shares netted him a profit of $547 million.

In 1970, Hughes went back into the airline business, buying San Francisco[image: External link]-based Air West and renaming it Hughes Airwest[image: External link]. Air West had been formed in 1968 by the merger of Bonanza Air Lines[image: External link], Pacific Air Lines[image: External link], and West Coast Airlines[image: External link], all of which operated in the western U.S. By the late 1970s, Hughes Airwest operated an all-jet fleet of Boeing 727-200[image: External link], Douglas DC-9-10[image: External link], and McDonnell Douglas DC-9-30[image: External link] jetliners serving an extensive route network in the western U.S. with flights to Mexico and western Canada as well.[43] By 1980, the airline's route system reached as far east as Houston (Hobby Airport[image: External link]) and Milwaukee[image: External link] with a total of 42 destinations being served.[44] Hughes Airwest was then acquired by and merged into Republic Airlines (1979–1986)[image: External link] in late 1980. Republic was subsequently acquired by and merged into Northwest Airlines[image: External link] which in turn was ultimately merged into Delta Air Lines[image: External link] in 2008.
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Main article: Howard Hughes Medical Institute[image: External link]


In 1953, Hughes launched the Howard Hughes Medical Institute[image: External link] in Miami, Florida[image: External link], and currently located in Chevy Chase, Maryland[image: External link], formed with the expressed goal of basic biomedical research[image: External link], including trying to understand, in Hughes' words, the "genesis of life itself," due to his lifelong interest in science and technology. Hughes' first will[image: External link], which he signed in 1925 at the age of 19, stipulated that a portion of his estate should be used to create a medical institute bearing his name.[45] When a major battle with the IRS loomed ahead, Hughes gave all his stock in the Hughes Aircraft Company to the institute, thereby turning the aerospace and defense contractor into a for-profit entity of a fully tax-exempt charity. Hughes' internist, Verne Mason[image: External link], who treated Hughes after his 1946 aircraft crash, was chairman of the institute's medical advisory committee.[46] The Howard Hughes Medical Institute's new board of trustees sold Hughes Aircraft in 1985 to General Motors for $5.2 billion, allowing the institute to grow dramatically.

The deal was the topic of a protracted legal battle between Hughes and the Internal Revenue Service[image: External link], which Hughes ultimately won. After his death in 1976, many thought that the balance of Hughes' estate would go to the institute, although it was ultimately divided among his cousins and other heirs, given the lack of a will to the contrary. The HHMI was the fourth largest private organization as of 2007 and the largest devoted to biological and medical research, with an endowment[image: External link] of $16.3 billion as of June 2007.[47]
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Main article: USNS Glomar Explorer (T-AG-193)[image: External link]


In 1972, Hughes was approached by the CIA[image: External link] to help secretly recover Soviet[image: External link] submarine[image: External link] K-129[image: External link], which had sunk near Hawaii four years earlier. The recovery plan used the special-purpose salvage vessel Glomar Explorer. Hughes' involvement provided the CIA with a plausible cover story, having to do with civilian marine research at extreme depths and the mining of undersea manganese nodules[image: External link]. In the summer of 1974, Glomar Explorer attempted to raise the Soviet vessel.[48]

However, during the recovery a mechanical failure in the ship's grapple[image: External link] caused half of the submarine to break off and fall to the ocean floor. This section is believed to have held many of the most sought-after items, including its code book and nuclear missiles. Two nuclear-tipped torpedoes and some cryptographic machines were recovered, along with the bodies of six Soviet submariners[image: External link] who were subsequently given formal burial at sea in a filmed ceremony. The operation, known as Project Azorian[image: External link] (but incorrectly referred to by the press as Project Jennifer), became public in February 1975 after secret documents were released, obtained by burglars from Hughes' headquarters in June 1974.[49] Though he lent his name to the operation, Hughes and his companies had no actual involvement in the project. The Glomar Explorer was eventually acquired by Transocean Inc.[image: External link] (an offshore oil and gas drilling rig company).
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In 1929 Hughes' wife, Ella, returned to Houston and filed for divorce. Hughes dated many famous women, many of them decades younger, including Billie Dove[image: External link], Faith Domergue[image: External link], Bette Davis[image: External link], Ava Gardner[image: External link], Olivia de Havilland[image: External link], Katharine Hepburn[image: External link], Ginger Rogers[image: External link], Rita Hayworth[image: External link], and Gene Tierney[image: External link]. He also proposed to Joan Fontaine[image: External link] several times, according to her autobiography No Bed of Roses. Jean Harlow[image: External link] accompanied him to the premiere of Hell's Angels, but Noah Dietrich[image: External link] wrote many years later that the relationship was strictly professional, as Hughes apparently personally disliked Harlow. In his 1971 book, Howard: The Amazing Mr. Hughes, Dietrich said that Hughes genuinely liked and respected Jane Russell[image: External link], but never sought romantic involvement with her. According to Russell's autobiography, however, Hughes once tried to bed her after a party. Russell (who was married at the time) refused him, and Hughes promised it would never happen again. The two maintained a professional and private friendship for many years. Hughes remained good friends with Tierney who, after his failed attempts to seduce her, was quoted as saying "I don't think Howard could love anything that did not have a motor in it." Later, when Tierney's daughter Daria was born deaf and blind and with a severe learning disability[image: External link], because of Tierney's being exposed to rubella[image: External link] during her pregnancy, Hughes saw to it that Daria received the best medical care and paid all expenses.[50]

In 1933, Hughes made a purchase of an unseen luxury steam yacht named the Rover[image: External link], which was previously owned by British shipping magnate Lord Inchcape[image: External link]. "I have never seen the Rover but bought it on the blue prints, photographs and the reports of Lloyd's surveyors. My experience is that the English are the most honest race in the world."[51] Hughes renamed the yacht Southern Cross and later sold her to Swedish entrepreneur Axel Wenner-Gren[image: External link].[52]

On July 11, 1936, Hughes struck and killed a pedestrian named Gabriel S. Meyer with his car at the corner of 3rd Street and Lorraine in Los Angeles.[53] After the crash, Hughes was taken to the hospital and certified as sober, but an attending doctor made a note that Hughes had been drinking. A witness to the crash told police that Hughes was driving erratically and too fast, and that Meyer had been standing in the safety zone of a streetcar stop. Hughes was booked on suspicion of negligent homicide[image: External link] and held overnight in jail until his attorney, Neil S. McCarthy[image: External link], obtained a writ of habeas corpus[image: External link] for his release pending a coroner's inquest.[54][55] By the time of the coroner's inquiry, however, the witness had changed his story and claimed that Meyer had moved directly in front of Hughes' car. Nancy Bayly (Watts), who was in the car with Hughes at the time of the crash, corroborated this version of the story. On July 16, 1936, Hughes was held blameless by a coroner's jury at the inquest into Meyer's death.[56] Hughes told reporters outside the inquiry, "I was driving slowly and a man stepped out of the darkness in front of me."

On January 12, 1957, Hughes married actress Jean Peters[image: External link]. The couple met in the 1940s, before Peters became a film actress.[57] They had a highly publicized romance in 1947 and there was talk of marriage, but she said she could not combine it with her career.[58] Some later claimed that Peters was "the only woman [Hughes] ever loved,"[59] and he reportedly had his security officers follow her everywhere even when they were not in a relationship. Such reports were confirmed by actor Max Showalter[image: External link], who became a close friend of Peters while shooting Niagara[image: External link] (1953).[60] Showalter told in an interview that because he frequently met with Peters, Hughes' men threatened to ruin his career if he did not leave her alone.[60]
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 Nixon scandal




Shortly before the 1960 Presidential election[image: External link], Richard Nixon[image: External link] was alarmed when it was revealed that his brother, Donald[image: External link], received a $205,000 loan from Hughes. It has long been speculated[by whom?[image: External link]] that Nixon's drive to learn what the Democrats were planning in 1972 was based in part on his belief that the Democrats knew about a later bribe that his friend Bebe Rebozo[image: External link] had received from Hughes after Nixon took office.[61]

In late 1971, Donald Nixon was collecting intelligence for his brother in preparation for the upcoming presidential election. One of Donald's sources was John H. Meier[image: External link], a former business adviser of Hughes who had also worked with Democratic National Committee[image: External link] Chair Larry O'Brien[image: External link].[62]

Meier, in collaboration with former Vice President Hubert Humphrey[image: External link] and others, wanted to feed misinformation to the Nixon campaign. Meier told Donald that he was sure the Democrats would win the election because Larry O'Brien had a great deal of information on Richard Nixon's illicit dealings with Howard Hughes that had never been released;[63][64] O'Brien did not actually have any such information, but Meier wanted Nixon to think he did. Donald told his brother that O'Brien was in possession of damaging Hughes information that could destroy his campaign.[65] Terry Lenzner, who was the chief investigator for the Senate Watergate Committee[image: External link], speculates that it was Nixon's desire to know what O'Brien knew about Nixon's dealings with Hughes that may have partially motivated the Watergate[image: External link] break-in.[66]
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 Eccentricity and physical decline




Hughes was eccentric,[67] and suffered from a severe obsessive-compulsive disorder[image: External link].[68] Close friends of Hughes reported that he was obsessed with the size of peas[image: External link] (one of his favorite foods) and used a special fork to sort them by size.

While directing The Outlaw, Hughes became fixated on a small flaw in one of Jane Russell[image: External link]'s blouses, claiming that the fabric bunched up along a seam and gave the appearance of two nipples on each breast. He wrote a detailed memorandum to the crew on how to fix the problem. Richard Fleischer[image: External link], who directed His Kind of Woman[image: External link] with Hughes as executive producer, wrote at length in his autobiography about the difficulty of dealing with the tycoon. In his book, Just Tell Me When to Cry, Fleischer explained that Hughes was fixated on trivial details and was alternately indecisive and obstinate. He also revealed that Hughes' unpredictable mood swings[image: External link] made him wonder if the film would ever be completed.

In 1958, Hughes told his aides that he wanted to screen some movies at a film studio near his home. He stayed in the studio's darkened screening room for more than four months, never leaving. He ate only chocolate[image: External link] bars and chicken and drank only milk[image: External link], and was surrounded by dozens of Kleenex[image: External link] boxes that he continuously stacked and re-arranged. He wrote detailed memos to his aides giving them explicit instructions not to look at him nor speak to him unless spoken to. Throughout this period, Hughes sat fixated in his chair, often naked, continually watching movies. When he finally emerged in the summer of 1958, his hygiene was terrible. He had not bathed nor cut his hair and nails for weeks; this may have been due to allodynia[image: External link], which results in a pain response to stimuli that would normally not cause pain.[36]

After the screening room incident, Hughes moved into a bungalow[image: External link] at the Beverly Hills Hotel[image: External link] where he also rented rooms for his aides, his wife, and numerous girlfriends. He would sit naked in his bedroom with a pink hotel napkin placed over his genitals, watching movies. This may have been because Hughes found the touch of clothing painful due to allodynia. He may have watched movies to distract him from his pain—a common practice among patients with intractable pain, especially those who do not receive adequate treatment.[36] In one year, Hughes spent an estimated $11 million at the hotel.

Hughes began purchasing all restaurant chains and four star hotels that had been founded within the state of Texas[image: External link]. This included, if for only a short period, many unknown franchises currently out of business. He placed ownership of the restaurants with the Howard Hughes Medical Institute, and all licenses were resold shortly after.

Another time, he became obsessed with the 1968 film Ice Station Zebra[image: External link], and had it run on a continuous loop in his home. According to his aides, he watched it 150 times.[69][70][71]

Hughes insisted on using tissues to pick up objects to insulate himself from germs. He would also notice dust, stains, or other imperfections on people's clothes and demand that they take care of them. Once one of the most visible men in America, Hughes ultimately vanished from public view, although tabloids continued to follow rumors of his behavior and whereabouts. He was reported to be terminally ill, mentally unstable, or even dead.

Injuries from numerous aircraft crashes caused Hughes to spend much of his later life in pain, and he eventually became addicted to codeine[image: External link], which he injected intramuscularly[image: External link].[36] Hughes had his hair cut and nails trimmed only once a year, likely due to the pain caused by the RSD/CRPS[image: External link], which was caused by the plane crashes.[36] He also stored his urine in bottles.[72][73]
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 Later years as a Las Vegas recluse




The wealthy and aging Hughes, accompanied by his entourage of personal aides, began moving from one hotel to another, always taking up residence in the top floor penthouse. In the last ten years of his life, 1966 to 1976, Hughes lived in hotels in many cities—including Beverly Hills[image: External link], Boston[image: External link], Las Vegas[image: External link], Nassau[image: External link], Freeport[image: External link], Vancouver[image: External link],[74] London[image: External link], Managua[image: External link], and Acapulco[image: External link].

On November 24, 1966 (Thanksgiving Day),[75] Hughes arrived in Las Vegas by railroad car and moved into the Desert Inn[image: External link]. Because he refused to leave the hotel and to avoid further conflicts with the owners, Hughes bought the Desert Inn in early 1967. The hotel's eighth floor became the nerve center of Hughes' empire and the ninth-floor penthouse became his personal residence. Between 1966 and 1968, he bought several other hotel-casinos, including the Castaways[image: External link], New Frontier[image: External link], the Landmark Hotel and Casino[image: External link], and the Sands[image: External link].[76] He bought the small Silver Slipper[image: External link] casino for the sole purpose of moving its trademark neon silver slipper. Visible from Hughes' bedroom, it had apparently kept him awake at night.

After Hughes left the Desert Inn, hotel employees discovered that his drapes had not been opened in the nine years he lived there and had rotted through.[77] An unusual incident marked an earlier Hughes connection to Las Vegas: during his 1954 engagement at the Last Frontier hotel[image: External link], flamboyant entertainer Liberace[image: External link] mistook Howard Hughes for his lighting director, instructing him to instantly bring up a blue light should he start to play Clair de lune. Hughes nodded in compliance—but the hotel's entertainment director arrived and introduced Hughes to Liberace.[78]

Hughes wanted to change the image of Las Vegas to something more glamorous. As Hughes wrote in a memo to an aide, "I like to think of Las Vegas in terms of a well-dressed man in a dinner jacket and a beautifully jeweled and furred female getting out of an expensive car." Hughes bought several local television stations (including KLAS-TV[image: External link]).

Hughes' considerable business holdings were overseen by a small panel unofficially dubbed "The Mormon Mafia" because of the many Latter-day Saints[image: External link] on the committee, led by Frank William Gay[image: External link].[79] In addition to supervising day-to-day business operations and Hughes' health, they also went to great pains to satisfy Hughes' every whim. For example, Hughes once became fond of Baskin-Robbins[image: External link]' banana nut ice cream, so his aides sought to secure a bulk shipment for him, only to discover that Baskin-Robbins had discontinued the flavor. They put in a request for the smallest amount the company could provide for a special order, 350 gallons (1,300 L), and had it shipped from Los Angeles. A few days after the order arrived, Hughes announced he was tired of banana nut and wanted only French vanilla ice cream. The Desert Inn ended up distributing free banana nut ice cream to casino customers for a year.[80] In a 1996 interview, ex–Howard Hughes communicator Robert Maheu[image: External link] said, "There is a rumor that there is still some banana nut ice cream left in the freezer. It is most likely true."

As an owner of several major Las Vegas businesses, Hughes wielded much political and economic influence in Nevada and elsewhere. During the 1960s and early 1970s, he disapproved of underground nuclear testing at the Nevada Test Site[image: External link]. Hughes was concerned about the risk from residual nuclear radiation[image: External link], and attempted to halt the tests. When the tests finally went through despite Hughes' efforts, the detonations were powerful enough that the entire hotel where he was staying trembled due to the shock waves.[81] In two separate, last-ditch maneuvers, Hughes instructed his representatives to offer million-dollar bribes to both presidents Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] and Richard Nixon.[82]

In 1970, Jean Peters[image: External link] filed for divorce. The two had not lived together for many years. Peters requested a lifetime alimony[image: External link] payment of $70,000 a year, adjusted for inflation, and waived all claims to Hughes' estate. Hughes offered her a settlement of over a million dollars, but she declined it. Hughes did not insist on a confidentiality agreement[image: External link] from Peters as a condition of the divorce. Aides reported that Hughes never spoke ill of her. She refused to discuss her life with Hughes and declined several lucrative offers from publishers and biographers. Peters would state only that she had not seen Hughes for several years before their divorce and had only dealt with him by phone.

Hughes was living in the Intercontinental Hotel near Lake Managua[image: External link] in Nicaragua, seeking privacy and security,[83] when a magnitude 6.5 earthquake[image: External link] damaged Managua[image: External link] in December 1972. As a precaution, Hughes moved to the Nicaraguan National Palace and stayed there as a guest of Anastasio Somoza Debayle[image: External link] before leaving for Florida on a private jet the following day.[84] He subsequently moved into the Penthouse at the Xanadu Princess Resort on Grand Bahama Island[image: External link], which he had recently purchased. He lived almost exclusively in the penthouse of the Xanadu Beach Resort & Marina[image: External link] for the last four years of his life. Hughes had spent a total of $300 million on his many properties in Las Vegas.[75]
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 Memoir hoax




In 1972, author Clifford Irving[image: External link] caused a media sensation when he claimed he had co-written an authorized autobiography of Hughes. Hughes was so reclusive that he did not immediately publicly refute Irving's statement, leading many to believe the Irving book was genuine. However, before the book's publication Hughes finally denounced Irving in a teleconference and the entire project was eventually exposed as a hoax.[85] Irving was later convicted of fraud and spent 17 months in prison. In 1974, the Orson Welles[image: External link] film F for Fake[image: External link] included a section on the Hughes biography hoax. In 1977, The Hoax by Clifford Irving was published in the United Kingdom[image: External link], telling his story of these events. The 2006 film The Hoax[image: External link], starring Richard Gere, is also based on these events.[86]
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 Death




Hughes was reported to have died on April 5, 1976, at 1:27 p.m. on board an aircraft owned by Robert Graf and piloted by Jeff Abrams. He was en route from his penthouse at the Acapulco Fairmont Princess Hotel in Mexico to the Methodist Hospital[image: External link] in Houston, Texas. Other accounts indicate that he died on the flight from Freeport[image: External link], Grand Bahama[image: External link], to Houston.[87]

After receiving a call, his senior counsel, Frank P. Morse[image: External link], ordered his staff to get his body on a plane and return him to the United States. It was common that foreign countries would hold a corpse as ransom so that an estate could not be settled. Morse ordered the pilots to announce Hughes' death once they entered U.S. airspace[image: External link].[88][full citation needed[image: External link]]

His reclusiveness and possible drug use made him practically unrecognizable. His hair, beard, fingernails, and toenails were long—his tall 6 ft 4 in (193 cm) frame now weighed barely 90 pounds (41 kg), and the FBI had to use fingerprints[image: External link] to conclusively identify the body.[89] Howard Hughes' alias, John T. Conover, was used when his body arrived at a morgue in Houston on the day of his death.[90]

A subsequent autopsy[image: External link] recorded kidney failure[image: External link] as the cause of death.[91] Hughes was in extremely poor physical condition at the time of his death. He suffered from malnutrition[image: External link]. While his kidneys were damaged, his other internal organs, including his brain, were deemed perfectly healthy.[36] X-rays[image: External link] revealed five broken-off hypodermic needles[image: External link] in the flesh of his arms.[36] To inject codeine[image: External link] into his muscles, Hughes had used glass syringes with metal needles that easily became detached.[36]

Hughes is buried next to his parents at Glenwood Cemetery[image: External link] in Houston, Texas.[92]
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 Estate




Approximately three weeks after Hughes' death a handwritten will[image: External link] was found on the desk of an official of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints[image: External link] in Salt Lake City[image: External link], Utah[image: External link]. The so-called "Mormon Will[image: External link]" gave $1.56 billion to various charitable organizations (including $625 million to the Howard Hughes Medical Institute[image: External link]), nearly $470 million to the upper management in Hughes' companies and to his aides, $156 million to first cousin William Lummis, and $156 million split equally between his two ex-wives Ella Rice and Jean Peters[image: External link].

In this will Hughes left his entire estate to the Hughes Medical Institute as he had no connection to family and was seriously ill. This is contrary to the many wills that have surfaced after his death. The original will that included payments to aides never surfaced. It was apparently in a home surrounding the Desert Inn Golf Course belonging to the mother of an assistant. He had no desire to leave any money to family, aides or churches, including William Gay and Frank Morse.[93][full citation needed[image: External link]] Hughes was not Mormon and had no reason to leave his estate to that church. Frank P. Morse is still the attorney of record for Hughes. Gay has devoted his life to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.[88][full citation needed[image: External link]]

A further $156 million was endowed to a gas-station owner, Melvin Dummar[image: External link], who told reporters that late one evening in 1967, he found a disheveled and dirty man lying along U.S. Route 95[image: External link], 150 miles (240 km) north of Las Vegas[image: External link]. The man asked for a ride to Vegas. Dropping him off at the Sands Hotel[image: External link], Dummar said the man told him that he was Hughes. Dummar later claimed that days after Hughes' death a "mysterious man" appeared at his gas station, leaving an envelope containing the will on his desk. Unsure if the will was genuine and unsure of what to do, Dummar left the will at the LDS Church office. In 1978, after a seven-month trial, a Nevada[image: External link] court rejected the Mormon Will as a forgery, and declared that Hughes had died intestate[image: External link]. In 1980, Jonathan Demme[image: External link]'s film Melvin and Howard[image: External link], was based on Dummar's true story.

Hughes' $2.5 billion estate was eventually split in 1983 among 22 cousins, including William Lummis, who serves as a trustee of the Howard Hughes Medical Institute. The Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link] ruled that Hughes Aircraft[image: External link] was owned by the Howard Hughes Medical Institute[image: External link] which sold it to General Motors[image: External link] in 1985 for $5.2 billion. The court rejected suits by the states of California and Texas that claimed they were owed inheritance tax[image: External link]. In 1984 Hughes' estate paid an undisclosed amount to Terry Moore[image: External link], who claimed she and Hughes had secretly married on a yacht in international waters[image: External link] off Mexico[image: External link] in 1949 and never divorced. Moore never produced proof of a marriage, but her book, The Beauty and the Billionaire, became a bestseller.
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 Awards





	
Congressional Gold Medal[image: External link] (presented August 7, 1939)

	
National Aviation Hall of Fame[image: External link] (inducted 1973)
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 Archive




The moving image collection of Howard Hughes is held at the Academy Film Archive[image: External link]. The collection consists of over 200 items including 35mm and 16mm elements of feature films, documentaries, and television programs made or accumulated by Hughes.[94]
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 Film





	The James Bond[image: External link] film Diamonds Are Forever[image: External link] (1971) features a tall, Texan, reclusive billionaire character named Willard Whyte who operates his business empire from the penthouse of a Las Vegas hotel. Although he appears only late in the film, and maybe for less than a minute of screen-time, his habitual seclusion and his control of a major aerospace contracting firm are key elements of the movie's plot.

	
The Amazing Howard Hughes[image: External link] is a 1977 American made-for-television biographical film which aired as a mini-series[image: External link] on the CBS[image: External link] network, made a year after Hughes' death and based on Noah Dietrich's book Howard: The Amazing Mr. Hughes.

	
Melvin and Howard[image: External link] (1980), directed by Jonathan Demme[image: External link] and starring Jason Robards as Howard Hughes and Paul Le Mat[image: External link] as Melvin Dummar[image: External link]. The film won Academy Awards for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link] (Bo Goldman[image: External link]) and Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] (Mary Steenburgen). The film focuses on Melvin Dummar's claims of meeting Hughes in the Nevada desert and subsequent estate battles over his inclusion in Hughes' will. Critic Pauline Kael[image: External link] called the film "an almost flawless act of sympathetic imagination".[95]


	In Tucker: The Man and His Dream[image: External link], (1988), Hughes (played by Dean Stockwell[image: External link]) figures in the plot by telling Preston Tucker to source steel and engines for Tucker's automobiles from a helicopter manufacturer in New York. Scene occurs in a hangar with the Hercules.

	in The Rocketeer[image: External link], a 1991 American period[image: External link] superhero film[image: External link] from Walt Disney Pictures[image: External link], the title character attracts the attention of Howard Hughes (Terry O'Quinn[image: External link]) and the FBI, who are hunting for a missing jet pack, as well as Nazi[image: External link] operatives.

	"Howard Hughes Documentary", broadcast in 1992 as an episode of the Time Machine documentary series, was introduced by Peter Graves[image: External link], later released by A&E Home Video.[96]


	
The Aviator, directed by Martin Scorsese, in which Hughes is portrayed by Leonardo DiCaprio. It was released in the United States on December 25, 2004. The film focuses on Hughes's personal life from the making of Hell's Angels[image: External link] through his successful flight of the Hercules or Spruce Goose[image: External link]. Critically acclaimed[image: External link], it was nominated for 11 Academy Awards, winning five for Best Cinematography[image: External link]; Best Film Editing[image: External link]; Best Costume Design[image: External link]; Best Art Direction[image: External link]; and Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link] for Cate Blanchett[image: External link]. In his review[image: External link] of the film, critic Roger Ebert enthused, "What a sad man. What brief glory. What an enthralling film, 166 minutes, and it races past."[97]


	
Howard Hughes: The Real Aviator documentary was broadcast in 2004, and went on to win the Grand Festival Award for Best Documentary at the 2004 Berkeley Video & Film Festival.[98]


	
The American Aviator: The Howard Hughes Story was broadcast in 2006 on the Biography Channel[image: External link]. It was later released to home media as a DVD with a copy of the full-length film The Outlaw[image: External link] starring Jane Russell[image: External link].[99]


	
Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link] (2011), as a plot-related prequel to Iron Man 2[image: External link] (2010), in which Howard Stark (played by Dominic Cooper[image: External link]), father of Tony Stark (Iron Man[image: External link]), showed his inventions of future technology, clearly embodying Hughes' persona and enthusiasm. His subsequent appearances in the TV series Marvel's Agent Carter[image: External link] further this persona, as well as depicting him as sharing the real Hughes' reputation as a womanizer. Stan Lee[image: External link] has noted that Tony, who shared several of these traits himself, was based on Hughes.[100]


	
Rules Don't Apply[image: External link] (2016), written and directed by Warren Beatty, features Beatty as Hughes from 1958 through 1964.

	In the "Dark Knight Trilogy[image: External link]", Director Christopher Nolan's characterisation of Bruce Wayne[image: External link] is heavily inspired by Hughes' perceived lifestyle, in which Bruce is indirectly advised by Alfred to develop a Hughesque playboy persona wherein he would "buy sportscars, date movie stars, buy things that are not for sale" such that the public is thrown off his nightly escapades as Batman[image: External link].It is likely that Nolan might have integrated his original material intended for a shelved[image: External link] Hughes biopic into the trilogy.[101]
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 Games





	The character of Andrew Ryan[image: External link] in the 2007 video game, BioShock[image: External link] is loosely based on Hughes. Ryan is a billionaire industrialist in the Post-World War II America who, seeking to avoid governments, religions, and other 'parasitic' influences, ordered the secret construction of an underwater city, Rapture[image: External link]. Years later, when Ryan's vision for Rapture falls into dystopia, he hides himself away and uses armies of mutated humans, "Splicers", to defend himself and fight against those trying to take over his city, including the player-character.[102]


	In L.A. Noire[image: External link], Hughes makes an appearance presenting his Hercules H-4 aircraft in the game introduction. The H-4 is later a central plot piece of DLC Arson Case, "Nicholson Electroplating".[103]


	In Fallout: New Vegas[image: External link] the character of Robert Edwin House, a wealthy business magnate and entrepreneur who owns the New Vegas strip, is based on Howard Hughes and closely resembles him in appearance, personality and background. A portrait of Mr. House can also be found in game which strongly resembles a portrait of Howard Hughes standing in front of a Boeing Army Pursuit Plane. [104]
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 Literature





	
Stan Lee[image: External link] has repeatedly stated he created the Marvel Comics character Iron Man[image: External link]'s civilian persona, Tony Stark, drawing inspiration from Howard Hughes' colorful lifestyle and personality. Additionally, the first name of Stark's father is Howard.[105]
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	List of wealthiest historical figures[image: External link]

	List of richest Americans in history[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ No time of birth is listed. Record nr. 234358, of December 29, 1941, filed January 5, 1942, Bureau of Vital Statistics of Texas Department of Health.


	
^ The handwriting of the baptismal record is a rather trembling one. The clerk was an aged person and there is a chance that, supposedly being hard of hearing, they misheard "December 24" as "September 24" instead. This is speculative.
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The Aviator (2004 film)






The Aviator is a 2004 American epic[image: External link] biographical drama film directed by Martin Scorsese, written by John Logan. It stars Leonardo DiCaprio as Howard Hughes, Cate Blanchett[image: External link] as Katharine Hepburn[image: External link] and Kate Beckinsale[image: External link] as Ava Gardner[image: External link]. The supporting cast features Ian Holm[image: External link], John C. Reilly[image: External link], Alec Baldwin, Jude Law[image: External link] as Errol Flynn[image: External link], Gwen Stefani[image: External link] as Jean Harlow[image: External link], Kelli Garner[image: External link] as Faith Domergue[image: External link], Willem Dafoe, Alan Alda, and Edward Herrmann[image: External link].

Based on the 1993 non-fiction book Howard Hughes: The Secret Life by Charles Higham[image: External link], the film depicts the life of Howard Hughes, an aviation pioneer and director of Hell's Angels[image: External link]. The film portrays his life from 1927–1947 during which time Hughes became a successful film producer and an aviation magnate while simultaneously growing more unstable due to severe obsessive–compulsive disorder[image: External link] (OCD).

The Aviator was released in the United States on December 25, 2004. The film grossed $214 million at the box office. It was nominated for eleven Academy Awards, including Best Picture[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Original Screenplay[image: External link], Best Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link] for DiCaprio, and Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link] for Alda, winning five for Best Cinematography[image: External link], Best Film Editing[image: External link], Best Costume Design[image: External link], Best Art Direction[image: External link] and Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link] for Cate Blanchett.



TOP
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 Plot




In 1913 Houston[image: External link], nine-year-old Howard Hughes' mother gives him a bath and warns him about the recent cholera[image: External link] outbreak in Houston[image: External link]: "You are not safe." Fourteen years later, he begins to direct the film Hell's Angels[image: External link], and hires Noah Dietrich[image: External link] to manage the day-to-day operations of his business empire. After the release of The Jazz Singer[image: External link], the first partially talking film, Hughes becomes obsessed with shooting his film realistically, and decides to convert the movie to a sound film. Despite the film being a hit, Hughes remains unsatisfied with the end result and orders the film to be recut after its Hollywood premiere. He becomes romantically involved with actress Katharine Hepburn[image: External link], who helps to ease the symptoms of his worsening obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD)[image: External link].

In 1935, Hughes test flies the H-1 Racer[image: External link], pushing it to a new speed record. Three years later, he breaks the world record by flying around the world in four days. He subsequently purchases majority interest in Transcontinental & Western Air (TWA)[image: External link]. Juan Trippe[image: External link], company rival and chairman of Pan American World Airways (Pan Am)[image: External link], gets his crony, Senator Owen Brewster[image: External link], to introduce the Community Airline Bill, which would give Pan Am exclusivity on international air travel. Hepburn grows tired of Hughes' eccentricity, and leaves him for fellow actor Spencer Tracy. Hughes quickly finds a new love interest with 15-year-old Faith Domergue[image: External link], and later actress Ava Gardner[image: External link]. However, he still has feelings for Hepburn, and blackmails a reporter to keep reports about her and the married Tracy out of the press.

Hughes contracts two projects with the Army Air Forces[image: External link] for: a spy aircraft[image: External link] and a troop transport unit[image: External link]. In 1946, with the Spruce Goose[image: External link] flying boat[image: External link] still in construction, Hughes finishes the XF-11 reconnaissance aircraft[image: External link] and takes it for a test flight. However, one of the engines fails midflight, and the aircraft crashes in Beverly Hills[image: External link], with Hughes getting severely injured. With the end of World War II[image: External link], the army cancels its order for the H-4 Hercules, although Hughes still continues the development with his own money. When he is discharged, he is informed that he must choose between funding the airlines or his 'flying boat'. Hughes orders Dietrich to mortgage the TWA assets so he can continue the development.

As his OCD worsens, Hughes becomes increasingly paranoid, planting microphones and tapping Gardner's phone lines to keep track of her. The FBI[image: External link] searches his home for incriminating evidence of war profiteering[image: External link], searching his possessions and, to his horror, tracking dirt through his house. Brewster privately offers to drop the charges if Hughes sells TWA to Trippe, but Hughes refuses. Hughes' OCD symptoms become extreme, and he retreats into an isolated "germ-free zone" for three months. Trippe has Brewster summon him for a Senate investigation, certain that Hughes will not show up. Gardner visits him and personally grooms and dresses him in preparation for the hearing.

An invigorated Hughes defends himself against Brewster's charges and accuses the senator of taking bribes from Trippe. Hughes concludes by announcing that he has committed to completing the H-4 aircraft, and that he will leave the country if he cannot get it to fly. The bill is promptly defeated. After successfully flying the aircraft, Hughes speaks with Dietrich and his engineer, Glenn Odekirk[image: External link], about a new jetliner for TWA. However, the sight of men in germ-resistant suits causes Hughes to have a panic attack[image: External link]. As Odekirk hides him in a restroom while Dietrich fetches a doctor, Hughes begins to have flashbacks of his childhood, his obsession for aviation, and his ambition for success, repeating the phrase, "the way of the future".
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Leonardo DiCaprio as Howard Hughes
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John C. Reilly[image: External link] as Noah Dietrich[image: External link]
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 Production
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 Development




Warren Beatty planned to direct and star in a Hughes biopic in the early 1970s. He co-wrote the script with Bo Goldman[image: External link] after a proposed collaboration with Paul Schrader[image: External link] fell through. Goldman wrote his own script, Melvin and Howard[image: External link], which depicted Hughes' possible relationship with Melvin Dummar[image: External link]. Beatty's thoughts regularly returned to the project over the years,[2] and in 1990 he approached Steven Spielberg[image: External link] to direct Goldman's script.[3] Beatty's Hughes biopic was eventually released under the title Rules Don't Apply[image: External link] in 2016. Charles Evans, Jr.[image: External link] purchased the film rights[image: External link] of Howard Hughes: The Untold Story (ISBN 0-525-93785-4[image: External link]) in 1993. Evans secured financing from New Regency Productions[image: External link], but development stalled.[4]

The Aviator was a joint production between Warner Bros, which handled Latin American and Canadian distribution, and Disney, which released the film internationally under its Miramax Films banner in the US and the UK. Disney previously developed a Hughes biopic with director Brian De Palma[image: External link] and actor Nicolas Cage between 1997 and 1998. Titled Mr. Hughes, the film would have starred Cage in the dual roles of both Hughes and Clifford Irving[image: External link]. It was conceived when De Palma and Cage were working on Snake Eyes[image: External link] with writer David Koepp[image: External link].[2][5] Universal Pictures[image: External link] joined the competition in March 1998 when it purchased the film rights to Empire: The Life, Legend and Madness of Howard Hughes (ISBN 0-393000-257[image: External link]), written by Donald Barlett[image: External link] and James Steele[image: External link]. The Hughes brothers[image: External link] were going to direct Johnny Depp as Howard Hughes, based on a script by Terry Hayes[image: External link],[6] Universal canceled it when it decided it did not want to fast-track development to compete with Disney. Following the disappointing release of Snake Eyes in August 1998, Disney placed Mr. Hughes in turnaround[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Disney restarted development on a new Howard Hughes biopic in June 1999, hiring Michael Mann[image: External link] to direct Leonardo DiCaprio playing the role of Howard Hughes, based on a script by John Logan.[7] The studio put it in turnaround again following the disappointing box-office performance of Mann's critically acclaimed The Insider. New Line Cinema[image: External link] picked it up in turnaround almost immediately, with Mann planning to direct after finishing Ali.[8] Mann was eventually replaced with DiCaprio's Gangs of New York director Martin Scorsese. Scorsese later said that he "grossly misjudged the budget".[9]

Howard Hughes suffered from obsessive-compulsive disorder[image: External link] (OCD), most notably an obsession with germs and cleanliness. Scorsese and DiCaprio worked closely with Dr. Jeffrey Schwartz, Ph.D. of UCLA[image: External link], to portray the most accurate depiction of OCD. The filmmakers had to focus both on previous accounts of Hughes’ behaviors as well as the time period, given that when Hughes was suffering from the disorder, there was no psychiatric definition for what ailed him. Instead of receiving proper treatment, Hughes was forced to hide his stigmatized compulsions; his disorder began to conflict with everyday functioning.

DiCaprio dedicated hundreds of hours of work to portray Hughes’ unique case of OCD on screen. Apart from doing his research on Hughes, DiCaprio met with people suffering from OCD. In particular, he focused on the way some individuals would wash their hands, later inspiring the scene in which he cuts himself scrubbing in the bathroom. The character arc of Howard Hughes was a drastic one: from the height of his career to the appearance of his compulsions and, eventually, to him sitting naked in a screening room, refusing to leave, and later repeating the phrase “the way of the future.”[10]
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 Cinematography




In an article for the American Cinematographer[image: External link], John Pavlus wrote: "The film boasts an ambitious fusion of period lighting techniques, extensive effects sequences and a digital re-creation of two extinct cinema color processes: two-color and three-strip Technicolor."[11] For the first 52 minutes of the film, scenes appear in shades of only red and cyan[image: External link] blue; green objects are rendered as blue. This was done, according to Scorsese, to emulate the look of early bipack color[image: External link] films, in particular the Multicolor[image: External link] process, which Hughes himself owned, emulating the available technology of the era. Similarly, many of the scenes depicting events occurring after 1935 are treated to emulate the saturated appearance of three-strip[image: External link] Technicolor[image: External link]. Other scenes were stock footage colorized[image: External link] and incorporated into the film. The color effects were created by Legend Films[image: External link].[12]
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 Production design




Scale models were used to duplicate many of the flying scenes in the film. When Martin Scorsese began planning his aviation epic, a decision was made to film flying sequences with scale models[image: External link] rather than CGI[image: External link] special effects. The critical reaction to the CGI models in Pearl Harbor[image: External link] (2001) had been a crucial factor in Scorsese's decision to use full-scale static and scale models in this case. The building and filming of the flying models proved both cost-effective and timely.[13]

The primary scale models were the Spruce Goose and the XF-11; both miniatures were designed and fabricated over a period of several months by New Deal Studios.[14] The 375 lb (170 kg) Spruce Goose model had a wingspan of 20 ft (6.1 m) while the 750 lb (340 kg) XF-11 had a 25 ft (7.6 m) wingspan. Each was built as a motion control[image: External link] miniature[image: External link] used for "beauty shots" of the model taking off and in flight as well as in dry dock and under construction at the miniature Hughes Hangar built as well by New Deal Studios.[clarification needed[image: External link]] The XF-11 was reverse engineered[image: External link] from photographs and some rare drawings and then modeled in Rhinoceros 3D[image: External link] by the New Deal art department. These 3D models of the Spruce Goose as well as the XF-11 were then used for patterns and construction drawings for the model makers. In addition to the aircraft, the homes that the XF-11 crashes into were fabricated at 1:4 scale to match the 1:4 scale XF-11. The model was rigged to be crashed and break up several times for different shots.[13]

Additional castings of the Spruce Goose flying boat and XF-11 models were provided for new radio controlled flying versions assembled by the team of model builders from Aero Telemetry. The Aero Telemetry team was given only three months to complete three models including the 450 lb H-1 Racer, with an 18 ft (5.5 m) wingspan, that had to stand-in for the full-scale replica that was destroyed in a crash, shortly before principal photography began.[15]

The models were shot on location at Long Beach[image: External link] and other California sites from helicopter or raft platforms. The short but much heralded flight of Hughes’ HK-1 Hercules[image: External link] on November 2, 1947 was realistically recreated in the Port of Long Beach[image: External link]. The motion control Spruce Goose and Hughes Hangar miniatures built by New Deal Studios are presently on display at the Evergreen Aviation Museum[image: External link] in McMinnville, Oregon[image: External link], with the original Hughes HK-1 Spruce Goose.[13]
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 Distribution




Miramax Films distributed the film in the United States, the United Kingdom as well as Italy, France and Germany. Miramax also held the rights to the US television distribution, while Warner Bros. Pictures[image: External link] retained the rights for home video/DVD distribution and the theatrical release in the United States, Canada and Latin America. Initial Entertainment Group released the film in the remaining territories around the world.[16]
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 Box office performance




The Aviator was given a limited release on December 17, 2004 in 40 theaters where it grossed $858,021 on its opening weekend.[17] It was given a wide release on December 25, 2004, and opened in 1,796 theaters in the United States, grossing $4.2 million on its opening day and $8.6 million in its opening weekend, ranking #4 with a per theater average of $4,805.[18][19] On its second weekend, it moved up to #3 and grossed $11.4 million – $6,327 per theater.[20] The film grossed $102.6 million in the United States and Canada and $111.1 million overseas, for a worldwide total of $213.7 million, against an estimated production cost of $110 million.[21]
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 Home media




The film was released in DVD[image: External link] in a two-disc-set in widescreen and full screen versions on May 24, 2005.[22] The first disc includes commentary with director Martin Scorsese, editor Thelma Schoonmaker[image: External link] and producer Michael Mann[image: External link]. The second disc includes "The Making of 'The Aviator' ", "Deleted Scenes", "Behind the Scenes", "Scoring The Aviator", "Visual Effects", featurettes[image: External link] on Howard Hughes as well as other special features. The DVD was nominated for Best Audio Commentary (New to DVD) at the DVD Exclusive Awards in 2006.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The film was later released in High Definition[image: External link] on Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] and HD DVD[image: External link] on November 6, 2007.[22]
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 Critical response




The Aviator received positive reviews. On the review aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has a 87% approval rating based on reviews from 213 critics, with an average rating of 7.8 out of 10. The site's critical consensus states: "With a rich sense of period detail, The Aviator succeeds thanks to typically assured direction from Martin Scorsese and a strong performance from Leonardo DiCaprio, who charts Howard Hughes' descent from eccentric billionaire to reclusive madman."[23] On Metacritic, the film received a weighted average[image: External link] score of 77 out of 100 based on 41 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[24]

Roger Ebert of Chicago Sun-Times gave the film four stars out of four and described the film and its subject, Howard Hughes, in these terms: "What a sad man. What brief glory. What an enthralling film...There's a match here between Scorsese and his subject, perhaps because the director's own life journey allows him to see Howard Hughes with insight, sympathy – and, up to a point, with admiration. This is one of the year's best films."[25] In his review for The Daily Telegraph, Sukhdev Sandhu praised Scorsese's direction, DiCaprio and the supporting cast but considered Beckinsale 'miscast'. Of the film, he said it is "a gorgeous tribute to the Golden Age of Hollywood" even though it "tips the balance of spectacle versus substance in favour of the former."[26] David T. Courtwright in The Journal of American History[image: External link] characterized The Aviator as a technically brilliant and emotionally disturbing film. According to him, the main achievement for Scorsese is that he managed to restore the name of Howard Hughes as a pioneer aviator.[27]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by The Aviator (2004 film)[image: External link]


The film was nominated for eleven Academy Awards, winning five for Best Cinematography[image: External link], Best Film Editing[image: External link], Best Costume Design[image: External link], Best Art Direction[image: External link] and Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for Blanchett. It was also nominated for fourteen BAFTAs, winning four for Best Film[image: External link], Best Makeup and Hair[image: External link], Best Production Design[image: External link] and Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link], six Golden Globe Awards, winning three for Best Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link], Best Original Score[image: External link] and Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama for DiCaprio and three Screen Actors Guild Awards, winning one for Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link].
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 Aircraft Depicted and Used




Numerous aircraft were depicted and/or actually used in the film, and were organic to the story. These included aircraft that Hughes had built, airliners that his airline ( TWA[image: External link]) used, and other aircraft. Among these were:


	
Hughes H-1[image: External link] Racer, a pioneering single-engine race plane that set early speed records, including the 1935 international speed record of 352 mph, and the 1937 U.S. transcontinental record of seven hours, 28 minutes. It featured many relatively new innovations in aircraft design, and was the "state of the art" aircraft of its time, briefly. The original is in the Smithsonian's National Air & Space Museum[image: External link]. A replica planned for the movie crashed, and a model was used instead.[28][29]


	
Hughes XF-11[image: External link], an interceptor[image: External link] / spy plane—a twin-engine, twin-tail-boom, fast, high-flying aircraft designed during World War II[image: External link] to fly faster and higher than enemy fighters. Its development was originally commissioned by the U.S. government during World War II[image: External link], in a contract with Hughes' aircraft company. The war ended while the aircraft was still in development. Hughes crashed it on its first test flight (as depicted in the movie), killing a person on the ground and critically injuring himself. A second prototype flew well, though the military chose other aircraft for its purpose. As the movie shows, Hughes was subsequently accused of duping the military, and failing to deliver—leading to a Congressional investigation of Hughes. Models replicated the plane for the movie.[28][29]


	
Hughes HK-1 / H-4 Hercules[image: External link] (nicknamed the Spruce Goose for its all-wood construction), a giant flying boat[image: External link] transport—one of the largest[image: External link] and most famous aircraft ever built. Its development was originally commissioned by the U.S. government during World War II[image: External link], in a contract with Hughes' aircraft company. As with the XF-11, the war ended while the aircraft was still in development, and the contract was cancelled. As depicted in the movie, Hughes was subsequently accused of duping the military, and failing to deliver—and the Hercules was one of the topics in the resulting Congressional investigation. Hughes responded that he would prove the Hercules could fly—and subsequently did so in a short hop in Long Beach Harbor[image: External link] (though historians note that the aircraft never escaped the "ground effect[image: External link]" cushion of air, near the surface, to fly completely free and at altitude). The airplane never flew again, and became a floating museum display, dockside in the harbor—eventually moved to the Evergreen Aviation Museum[image: External link] in Oregon. The real aircraft was used sparingly in the movie, but only models of it actually move in the film.[28][29][30]


	
Sikorsky S-38[image: External link] amphibian—a "flying yacht" for the wealthy. This medium-sized, twin-engined flying boat, with retractable wheels, was among Hughes' personal aircraft. Though several were built for wealthy fliers in the 1930s (including Hughes), none survive, today—except for two replicas that were built in recent years at a cost of well over $1,000,000 apiece (these were used in the film).[28][29][31]


	
Lockheed Constellation[image: External link] airliner, one of the first pressurized-cabin, ocean-spanning airliners, largely developed for Hughes' airline, TWA[image: External link]. Conspicuous for its triple-tail, and shapely curving fuselage, and powered by some of the largest piston engines ever built (four engines), becoming the most advanced airliner in the world at its inception—capable of transcontinental flights in half the normal time (as little as seven hours). It was used by the military in World War II[image: External link], and became one of the world's principal airliners of the 1950s, instrumental in making TWA the world's largest airline. The film used a Lockheed L-1049 Super Constellation[image: External link] in TWA markings, C/N 4830 Star of America, a Constellation restored to airworthiness, and stored at the National Airline History Museum[image: External link] in Kansas City, Missouri[image: External link] (TWA's former home base).[28][29][32]
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 See also





	The Aviator (soundtrack)[image: External link]

	Mental illness in film[image: External link]
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Hugh Glass






For the Australian pastoralist, see Hugh Glass (pastoralist)[image: External link].

Hugh Glass (c. 1783 – 1833)[1][2][3] was an American frontiersman[image: External link], fur trapper[image: External link] and trader, hunter, and explorer. He is best known for his story of survival and retribution, after being left for dead by companions when he was mauled by a grizzly bear[image: External link].

Born in Pennsylvania[image: External link] to Scots-Irish[image: External link] parents, Glass became an explorer of the watershed[image: External link] of the Upper Missouri River[image: External link], in present-day Montana[image: External link], the Dakotas[image: External link], and the Platte River[image: External link] area of Nebraska[image: External link].[4] His life story has been adapted into two feature-length films: Man in the Wilderness[image: External link] (1971) and The Revenant (2015). They both portray the survival struggle of Glass, who (in the best historical accounts) crawled and stumbled 200 miles (320 km) to Fort Kiowa, South Dakota[image: External link] after being abandoned without supplies or weapons by fellow explorers and fur traders during General Ashley's expedition[image: External link] of 1823.

Despite the story's popularity, its accuracy has been disputed. It was first recorded in 1825 in The Portfolio, a Philadelphia literary journal, as a literary piece[image: External link] and later picked up by various newspapers. Although originally published anonymously, it was later revealed to be the work of James Hall[image: External link], brother of The Porfolio's editor. There is no writing from Hugh Glass himself to corroborate the veracity of it. Also, it is likely to have been wildly embellished over the years as a legend.[5][6]



TOP
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 Early life




Glass was born in Scranton, Pennsylvania[image: External link], to Scots-Irish[image: External link] parents who had emigrated from Ulster[image: External link] in present-day Northern Ireland[image: External link]. Glass' life before the famous bear attack is largely unverifiable, and his frontier story contained numerous embellishments. He was reported to have been captured by pirates under the command of Gulf of Mexico[image: External link] chief Jean Lafitte[image: External link] off the coast of Texas in 1816, and was forced to become a pirate for up to two years.[7] Glass allegedly escaped by swimming to shore near what is present-day Galveston, Texas[image: External link]. He was later rumored to have been captured by the Pawnee[image: External link] tribe, with whom he lived for several years. He eventually wed a Pawnee woman. Glass traveled to St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link] in 1821, accompanying several Pawnee delegates invited to meet with U.S. authorities.[8]
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 General Ashley's 1823 expedition




See also: Arikara War[image: External link]


In 1822, many men responded to an advertisement in the Missouri Gazette and Public Advertiser placed by General William Henry Ashley[image: External link],[9] which called for a corps of 100 men to "ascend the river Missouri" as part of a fur-trading[image: External link] venture. Many of them, who later earned reputations as famous mountain men[image: External link], also joined the enterprise, including James Beckwourth[image: External link], John S. Fitzgerald, David Jackson[image: External link], William Sublette[image: External link], Jim Bridger[image: External link], Thomas Fitzpatrick[image: External link], and Jedediah Smith[image: External link]. These men and others would later be known as "Ashley's Hundred[image: External link]". Glass, however, did not join Ashley's company until the next year, when he ascended the Missouri River with Ashley. In June 1823 they met up with many of the men that had joined in 1822, and were attacked by Arikara[image: External link] warriors. Glass was apparently shot in the leg and the survivors retreated downstream and sent for help.[10]

Glass wrote a letter to the parents of John S. Gardner, killed on June 2, 1823:[11]



	“
	Dr Sir:
My painful duty it is to tell you of the death of your son who befell at the hands of the Indians 2nd June in the early morning. He died a little while after he was shot and asked me to inform you of his sad fate. We brought him to the ship when he soon died.

Mr. Smith a young man of our company made a powerful prayer who moved us all greatly and I am persuaded John died in peace. His body we buried with others near this camp and marked the grave with a log. His things we will send to you.

The savages are greatly treacherous. We traded with them as friends but after a great storm of rain and thunder they came at us before light and many were hurt. I myself was shot in the leg. Master Ashley is bound to stay in these parts till the traitors are rightly punished.

Yr Obt Svt Hugh Glass


	”
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 Grizzly bear mauling




Glass and the rest of the Ashley Party eventually returned to Fort Kiowa[image: External link] to regroup for the trip west. Andrew Henry[image: External link], Ashley's partner had joined the group, and he along with Glass and several others set out overland to the Yellowstone River[image: External link]. Near the forks of the Grand River[image: External link], near present-day Shadehill Reservoir[image: External link], Perkins County, South Dakota[image: External link], while scouting for game for the expedition larder, Glass surprised and disturbed a grizzly bear[image: External link] with two cubs. The bear charged, picked him up, bit and lacerated his flesh, severely wounded him, and forced him to the ground. Glass nevertheless managed to kill the bear with help from his trapping party, but was left badly mauled. The men were convinced Glass would not survive his injuries; nevertheless, they carried Glass on a litter for two days, but doing so greatly slowed the pace of the group's travel.[12]

Henry asked for two volunteers to stay with Glass until he died and then bury him. John S. Fitzgerald (not to be confused with Thomas Fitzpatrick, who had separated from the Henry party with Jedediah Smith to find an overland trail to the Green River[image: External link] country) and a man later identified as "Bridges" stepped forward, and as the rest of the party moved on, began digging his grave.[13][14] Later, claiming that they were interrupted by attacking Arikara[image: External link], the pair grabbed the rifle, knife, and other equipment belonging to Glass, and took flight. Fitzgerald and "Bridges" later caught up with the party and incorrectly reported to Ashley that Glass had died. There is a debate whether Bridges was actually famed mountain man Jim Bridger.[15]

Despite his injuries, Glass regained consciousness, but found himself abandoned, without weapons or equipment. He had festering wounds, a broken leg, and deep cuts on his back that exposed his bare ribs. Glass lay mutilated and alone, more than 200 miles (320 km) from the nearest American settlement, at Fort Kiowa[image: External link], on the Missouri River. Glass set the bone of his own leg, wrapped himself in the bear hide his companions had placed over him as a shroud, and began crawling back to Fort Kiowa. To prevent gangrene[image: External link], Glass allowed maggots[image: External link] to eat the dead, infected flesh[image: External link] in his wounds.

Using Thunder Butte[image: External link] as a navigational landmark, Glass crawled overland south toward the Cheyenne River[image: External link] where he fashioned a crude raft and floated downstream to Fort Kiowa. The journey took him six weeks. He survived mostly on wild berries and roots. On one occasion, he was able to drive two wolves[image: External link] from a downed bison calf and feast on the raw meat. Glass was aided by friendly Native Americans who sewed a bear hide to his back to cover the exposed wounds and provided him with food and weapons.
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 Pursuit of Fitzgerald and Bridger




After recovering from his wounds, Glass set out again to find Fitzgerald and Bridger. He eventually traveled to Fort Henry[image: External link] on the Yellowstone River but found it deserted. A note indicated that Andrew Henry[image: External link] and company had relocated to a new camp at the mouth of the Bighorn River[image: External link]. Arriving there, Glass found Bridger, but apparently forgave him because of his youth, and then re-enlisted with Ashley's company.[8]

Glass later learned that Fitzgerald had joined the army and was stationed at Fort Atkinson[image: External link] in present-day Nebraska. He traveled there as well, where Fitzgerald returned his stolen rifle. Glass reportedly spared Fitzgerald's life because he would be killed by the army captain for killing a soldier of the United States Army. However, the captain asked Fitzgerald to return the stolen Hawken rifle[image: External link] to Glass, and before departing Glass warned Fitzgerald never to leave the army, or he would still kill him.[8] According to Yount's story, Glass also obtained $300 as compensation.[8]
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 Further explorations for General Ashley in 1824




In the period intervening, between finding Bridger and finding Fitzgerald, Glass and four others were dispatched in February 1824 with mail for Fort Atkinson. They traveled up the Powder River[image: External link], then across to the Platte River[image: External link]. There they constructed skin boats[image: External link] and traveled down the Platte River to the lower end of the Black Hills.[16] Glass and his party discovered a settlement of 38 lodges of Arikara[image: External link]. Their leader, who was known by Glass, declared the tribe to be friendly and invited them in so the men went ashore. While smoking with him in his lodge, Glass noticed their equipment being taken by the residents and realized it was a trap.[16] The men quickly fled but two were killed by the pursuing war party. Glass managed to hide behind some rocks until the Arikara gave up their search, but was separated from the two other survivors. He was relieved to find his knife and flint in his shot pouch and traveled to Fort Kiowa surviving off the land.[16]

Glass returned to the frontier as a trapper and fur trader. He was later employed as a hunter for the U.S. Army garrison at Fort Union[image: External link], near Williston, North Dakota[image: External link].
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 Death




Glass was killed along with two of his fellow trappers in early spring of 1833 on the Yellowstone River[image: External link], in an attack by the Arikara.[17]

A monument to Glass now stands near the site of his mauling on the southern shore of the present-day Shadehill Reservoir[image: External link], in Perkins County, South Dakota[image: External link], at the forks of the Grand River[image: External link].
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 In the media




Glass' life has been recounted in numerous books and dramas.


	"The Song of Hugh Glass" (1915) is the second part of the sequence of epic poems Cycle of the West[image: External link] by John G. Neihardt[image: External link].

	Western writer Frederick Manfred[image: External link] penned Lord Grizzly[image: External link] (1954), an account of Glass' ordeal nominated for a National Book Award[image: External link].

	In the 1966 episode "Hugh Glass Meets the Bear" of the syndicated[image: External link] television series[image: External link], Death Valley Days[image: External link], the British[image: External link] actor John Alderson[image: External link] played Glass. Morgan Woodward[image: External link] was cast as Thomas Fitzpatrick and Victor French[image: External link] as Louis Baptiste.[18]


	
Richard Harris starred in Man in the Wilderness[image: External link] (1971), an action film loosely based on the Glass story.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Dewitt Lee plays Sam Glass in a film called Apache Blood[image: External link] (1975), a story loosely based on that of Glass.

	Author John Myers Myers[image: External link] wrote The Saga of Hugh Glass: Pirate, Pawnee, and Mountain Man, an historical account published by the University of Nebraska Press[image: External link] in 1976.

	
Roger Zelazny[image: External link] and Gerald Hausman[image: External link] meshed the stories of John Colter[image: External link] and Glass in the 1994 novel Wilderness.

	The song "Six Weeks" by Of Monsters and Men[image: External link] is "inspired by the true tale of American frontiersman Hugh Glass, seemingly left for dead after killing a bear that attacked him."[19]


	
Michael Punke[image: External link]'s 2002 novel, The Revenant[image: External link], is a fictional retelling of Glass's encounter with the bear and search for revenge.

	A 2014 episode of podcast The Dollop features Glass as its main subject of discussion.[20]


	The May 27, 2015, episode of the History Channel[image: External link]'s Monument Guys, "Tesla and the Unbreakable Glass," features the construction of a Glass sculpture.[21]


	
Leonardo DiCaprio played a largely fictionalized version of Glass in the 2015 film The Revenant, directed by Alejandro González Iñárritu.[22] The film is based in part on Punke's novel, and was met with critical acclaim. It earned 12 Academy Award nominations and won three. For his portrayal of Glass, DiCaprio won the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link].

	Hugh Glass appears in World of Warcraft[image: External link] as a merchant in Grizzly Hills alongside his "pet" bear Griselda.[23]
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The Revenant (2015 film)






The Revenant is a 2015 American semi-biographical[4][5] western survival thriller film[image: External link] directed and co-produced by Alejandro G. Iñárritu and co-written by Iñárritu and Mark L. Smith[image: External link], based in part on Michael Punke[image: External link]'s 2002 novel of the same name[image: External link], describing frontiersman[image: External link] Hugh Glass's experiences in 1823. It stars Leonardo DiCaprio, Tom Hardy, Domhnall Gleeson[image: External link] and Will Poulter[image: External link].

Development began in August 2001 when producer Akiva Goldsman[image: External link] purchased Punke's manuscript. Iñárritu signed on to direct in August 2011 and in April 2014, after several delays due to other projects, Iñárritu confirmed that he was beginning work on The Revenant and that DiCaprio would play the lead role. Principal photography[image: External link] began in October 2014. Location and crew concerns delayed the film from May to August 2015.

The film premiered at the TCL Chinese Theatre[image: External link] on December 16, 2015 and had a limited release[image: External link] on December 25, expanding[image: External link] on January 8, 2016. It received positive reviews from critics, with the performances, direction and cinematography[image: External link] receiving praise. The Revenant won three Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], five BAFTA Awards[image: External link] and at the 88th Academy Awards[image: External link], Iñárritu, DiCaprio and Emmanuel Lubezki[image: External link] won the awards for Best Director[image: External link], Best Actor[image: External link] and Best Cinematography[image: External link], respectively. DiCaprio also won the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama, Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role, Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Actor and BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role.



TOP
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 Plot




In 1823, Hugh Glass guides Andrew Henry’s trappers[image: External link] through unorganized territory[image: External link]. While he and his half- Pawnee[image: External link] son, Hawk, are hunting, the company's camp is attacked by an Arikara[image: External link] war party. Glass recommends that the survivors travel on foot to Fort Kiowa[image: External link], as traveling downriver will make them vulnerable. After docking, the crew stashes the pelts near the shore.

Glass is badly mauled by a grizzly bear[image: External link] and left close to death. Trapper John Fitzgerald, fearful of another Arikara attack, argues that the group must mercy-kill[image: External link] Glass and keep moving. Henry agrees, but is unable to pull the trigger; instead, he offers money for someone to stay with Glass. When the only volunteers are Hawk and the young Jim Bridger, Fitzgerald agrees to stay to recoup his losses from the abandoned pelts.

After the others leave, Fitzgerald attempts to smother Glass but is discovered by Hawk. Fitzgerald stabs him to death as Glass watches helplessly. The next morning, Fitzgerald convinces Bridger that the Arikara are approaching and they must abandon Glass. After they depart, Fitzgerald admits he lied. When Fitzgerald and Bridger meet Henry at the fort, Fitzgerald tells him that Glass died and Hawk vanished.

Glass begins an arduous journey through the wilderness. He performs crude self-surgery and eludes the pursuing Arikara who are looking for the Chief's kidnapped daughter, Powaqa. Glass encounters Pawnee refugee Hikuc who says that "revenge is in the Creator's hands." The men share bison meat and travel together. After an hallucinogenic experience, Glass discovers Hikuc hanged by French hunters. He infiltrates their camp and sees the leader raping Powaqa. He frees her, kills two hunters, and steals Hikuc's horse, leaving his canteen behind. The next morning, Glass is ambushed by the Arikara and driven over a cliff on his horse. He survives the night by eviscerating[image: External link] the horse and sheltering inside its carcass.

A French survivor staggers into Fort Kiowa and Bridger recognizes his canteen as Glass's. Believing it stolen, Henry organizes a search party. Fitzgerald, realizing Glass is alive, empties the outpost’s safe and flees. The search party finds the exhausted Glass. Enraged, Henry orders Bridger arrested, but Glass vouches that he was deceived and reveals Fitzgerald murdered his son. Glass and Henry set out in pursuit of Fitzgerald.

After the two split up, Fitzgerald ambushes and kills Henry. Glass props Henry's corpse on his horse as a decoy. Fitzgerald shoots the decoy, and Glass shoots Fitzgerald in the arm. He pursues Fitzgerald to a riverbank where they engage in a brutal fight. Glass is about to kill Fitzgerald, but spots a band of Arikara downstream. He remembers Hikuc's words and pushes Fitzgerald downstream into the hands of the Arikara. The chief scalps and kills Fitzgerald and the Arikara spare Glass. Heavily wounded, Glass retreats into the mountains where he is visited by the spirit of his wife.
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 Cast






	
Leonardo DiCaprio as Hugh Glass

	
Tom Hardy as John Fitzgerald[6]


	
Domhnall Gleeson[image: External link] as Andrew Henry[image: External link][7]


	
Will Poulter[image: External link] as Jim Bridger[image: External link][6]


	
Forrest Goodluck[image: External link] as Hawk

	
Duane Howard[image: External link] as Elk Dog

	
Arthur Redcloud[image: External link] as Hikuc

	
Melaw Nakehk'o[image: External link] as Powaqa

	
Grace Dove[image: External link] as Hugh Glass's wife

	
Lukas Haas[image: External link] as Jones[8]


	
Paul Anderson[image: External link] as Anderson

	
Kristoffer Joner[image: External link] as Murphy

	Joshua Burge as Stubby Bill

	Fabrice Adde as Toussaint

	Isaiah Tootoosis as Young Hawk

	
Brendan Fletcher[image: External link] as Fryman

	
Brad Carter[image: External link] as Johnnie[9]


	Tyson Wood as Weston
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 Production
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 Development and financing




Development of The Revenant began in August 2001, with producer Akiva Goldsman[image: External link] acquiring the rights to Michael Punke[image: External link]'s then-unpublished manuscript.[10] David Rabe had written the film's script.[11] The production was picked up by Park Chan-wook[image: External link], with Samuel L. Jackson in mind to star. Park later left the project.[12][13] The development stalled until 2010, when Mark L. Smith[image: External link] wrote a new adaptation of the novel for Steve Golin[image: External link]'s Anonymous Content[image: External link]. In May 2010, Smith revealed that John Hillcoat[image: External link] was attached to direct the film and that Christian Bale was in negotiation to star the movie.[14] Hillcoat left the project in October 2010.[13] Jean-François Richet[image: External link] was considered to replace him, but Alejandro G. Iñárritu signed on to direct in August 2011.[13][15] Goldsman was also confirmed to be producing with Weed Road Pictures.[15] In November, New Regency Productions[image: External link] joined to produce with Anonymous Content, and 20th Century Fox[image: External link] was confirmed to be distributing the film.[16][17] Days later, Iñárritu stated that he was seeking Leonardo DiCaprio and Sean Penn for the two lead roles.[18]

Once Iñárritu agreed to direct, he began working with Smith on script rewrites. In an interview with Creative Screenwriting, Smith admitted during this process he was unsure if Iñárritu would even be able to film some of the sequences they wrote. He recalled, "He would have some ideas and I would say, 'Alejandro, we can’t pull this off. It’s not going to work,' and he would say, 'Mark, trust me, we can do this.' In the end, he was right."[19]

The film was put on hold in March 2012, as New Regency hired Iñárritu to direct an adaptation of Flim-Flam Man, Jennifer Vogel's non-fiction book about her criminal father.[20] Penn was also under consideration for the lead role in that film.[21] In December 2012, Iñárritu announced that his next film would be Birdman or (The Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance)[image: External link], a comedy-drama about an actor who once played a famous superhero. For his work, Iñárritu won the Oscar for Best Director and Best Original Screenplay, and the film won Best Picture. Filming took place in March 2013.[22] Iñárritu was scheduled to begin production on The Revenant after Birdman wrapped[image: External link].[23]

The film was granted a production budget of $60 million, with $30 million funded by New Regency. Brett Ratner[image: External link]'s RatPac-Dune Entertainment[image: External link], a joint venture between Ratner's RatPac Entertainment and 20th Century Fox's former financing partner, Dune Entertainment, also funded the film.[16] Worldview Entertainment[image: External link], who also co-financed Birdman, was originally set to fund the film but backed out in July 2014 due to the departure of its CEO, Christopher Woodrow[image: External link].[16][23][24] New Regency approached 20th Century Fox for additional funding, but the company declined, citing the pay-or-play[image: External link] contracts made for both DiCaprio and Tom Hardy, which would require that the actors be paid regardless of whether the film is completed.[24] Annapurna Pictures[image: External link]' Megan Ellison[image: External link] entered negotiations to finance the film shortly after.[16][24] The Chinese company Guangdong Alpha Animation and Culture Company[image: External link] partially financed the film.[25]
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 Filming




Principal photography[image: External link] for The Revenant began in October 2014.[26] A planned two-week break from filming in December was extended to six weeks which forced Tom Hardy to drop out of Suicide Squad[image: External link]. In February 2015, Iñárritu, who shot the film using natural lighting[image: External link], stated that production would last "until the end of April or May", as the crew is "shooting in such remote far-away locations that, by the time we arrive and have to return, we have already spent 40% of the day".[27][28][29] Brad Weston, president and CEO of New Regency Pictures[image: External link], stated that principal photography had been challenging due to the ambitious nature of the film. Ultimately, principal photography wrapped in August 2015.[30]

The film was shot in twelve locations in three countries: Canada, the United States, and Argentina.[31] In Canada, filming took place in Calgary[image: External link] and Fortress Mountain[image: External link] in Alberta[image: External link], and at Squamish[image: External link] and Mammoth Studios, Burnaby[image: External link], in British Columbia[image: External link].[31] The scenes in the waterfall were filmed at the Kootenai Falls near Libby, Montana[image: External link]. While the initial plan was to film entirely in Canada, the weather was ultimately too warm, leading the filmmakers to locations at the tip of Argentina[image: External link] with snow on the ground, to shoot the film's ending.[26]

Crew members often complained about difficult shoots, with many quitting or being fired. Mary Parent[image: External link] was then brought in as a producer.[26] Iñárritu stated that some of the crew members had left the film, explaining that "as a director, if I identify a violin that is out of tune, I have to take that from the orchestra." On his experience filming, DiCaprio stated: "I can name 30 or 40 sequences that were some of the most difficult things I’ve ever had to do. Whether it’s going in and out of frozen rivers, or sleeping in animal carcasses, or what I ate on set. [I was] enduring freezing cold and possible hypothermia constantly."[32][33]

Iñárritu had stated that he originally wanted to shoot the film chronologically, a process that would have added $7 million to the film's production budget.[34] Iñárritu later confirmed that the film was shot in sequence, despite Hardy's statement that the film could not be shot chronologically, due to weather conditions.[35][36]

In July 2015, it was reported that the film's budget had ballooned from the original $60 million to $95 million, and by the time production wrapped it had reached $135 million.[2]
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 Visual effects




The visual effects for The Revenant were produced primarily by Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link] (ILM). Other companies, such as Moving Picture Company[image: External link] (MPC) and Cinesite[image: External link], also created visual effects for the film.[37]
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 Music




Main article: The Revenant (soundtrack)[image: External link]


The musical score[image: External link] for The Revenant was composed by Japanese musician Ryuichi Sakamoto[image: External link] who had previously scored the Square Enix[image: External link]'s Dawn of Mana[image: External link], The Last Emperor[image: External link] (directed by Bernardo Bertolucci[image: External link]), Poppoya[image: External link] (directed by Yasuo Furuhata[image: External link]), Tony Takitani[image: External link] (directed by Jun Ichikawa[image: External link] the director of the Mitsui ReHouse commercial from 1997 to 1999 starring Chizuru Ikewaki[image: External link] and Mao Inoue[image: External link]), and German electronic musician Alva Noto[image: External link] with additional music composed by Bryce Dessner[image: External link].[38] The main body of the score was recorded at the Seattlemusic Scoring Stage in the Bastyr Chapel in greater Seattle, Washington by musicians of the Northwest Sinfonia[image: External link]. Sakamoto conducted these sessions. Bryce Dessner's portion of the score was performed by the 25-piece Berlin-based orchestra known as "s t a r g a z e" under conductor André de Ridder[image: External link].[39][40] Additional licensed music includes "Become Ocean", the Pulitzer Prize and Grammy Award-winning work of John Luther Adams[image: External link] as recorded by the Seattle Symphony[image: External link] with conductor Ludovic Morlot[image: External link] and an excerpt of "Jetsun Mila" from French musician and composer Eliane Radigue[image: External link].[41] A soundtrack album was released digitally on December 25, 2015, and on CD on January 8, 2016. Milan Records[image: External link] will release a vinyl pressing of the soundtrack in April 2016.[40]

The score by Sakamoto and Noto was ruled ineligible for the Academy Award for Best Original Score[image: External link] at the 2016 Oscars[image: External link] as it was deemed that it was "assembled from the music of more than one composer".[42]
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 Documentary




The film was accompanied by a 44-minute documentary, named A World Unseen, highlighting the process of making the production. A World Unseen was released on January 21, 2016, on YouTube[image: External link]; both the date and medium of the documentary's release made it ineligible for the Academy Award for Best Documentary (Short Subject)[image: External link] in the same year as the film nomination.[43][44]
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 Themes




In the Los Angeles Review of Books[image: External link], film critic Wai Chee Dimock[image: External link] compared The Revenant's themes to those addressed in the literary works of James Fenimore Cooper[image: External link], particularly The Last of the Mohicans[image: External link]. Dimock argues that the film re-interprets the concept of " half-breeds[image: External link]" from a derogatory idea that Cooper despised to an aesthetic way in which to see the world. She compared both works' protagonists—Glass and Hawk-eye[image: External link]—as literary foils, with Glass living an inversion of the latter's biography and perspective.[45]

In the documentary of the film titled A World Unseen, Iñárritu has stated that for the main themes of the film he revisits the issues and concerns of intense parental and filial relations, which audiences of his previous films readily recognize as a recurrent theme in his previous work. Regarding the theme of revenge seen throughout The Revenant, Iñárritu has stated that the approach of vengeance seen in the film needs to be significantly tempered by anyone who would want to see vengeance as either an effective or useful moral to be applied in life. In the end, Iñárritu states, there can only be disappointment and lack of fulfillment for anyone who looks to revenge as providing a higher purpose for living or a life defining purpose.[43][44]
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 Historical accuracy




The Guardian reported, "The backstory about Glass’s love for a Pawnee woman is fiction. It has been suggested the real Glass had such a relationship, but there’s no firm evidence—and no evidence that he had any children. ... As for the ending, it has been changed in one significant way: in real life, nobody got killed."[46]

American Rifleman[image: External link] reported, "There was no Pawnee wife or children to motivate him, no real cause for revenge, either, as he understood that Jim Bridger and John Fitzgerald honestly thought he was as good as dead. He may have done the same thing if their roles were reversed. The one constant in every telling of the tale until “The Revenant” opened was Hugh Glass wanted his gun back."[47] The reporting about this story indicates that Glass did track down Fitzgerald and demand the rifle's return, which Fitzgerald sullenly complied with.

In one scene, a Pawnee character is accompanied by a voiceover in Inupiak[image: External link], which is spoken in Arctic Alaska, thousands of kilometers away and a different language family[image: External link] from Pawnee[image: External link]. The voiceover was taken from a John Luther Adams[image: External link] recording; the words originally came from an Inuit[image: External link] woman named Uvavnuk[image: External link], an angakkuq[image: External link] (shaman) and oral poet[image: External link].[48]

Canadian actor Roy Dupuis[image: External link] was strongly critical of the movie for portraying French-Canadian[image: External link] voyageurs[image: External link] as murderous rapists. Dupuis was originally offered a role as a voyageur, but he rejected it due to perceptions of anti-French bias and historical inaccuracies.[49][50][51][52] According to Allan Greer, the Canada Research Chair[image: External link] in Colonial North America, "generally the American traders had a worse reputation than the Canadians."[49]

Iñárritu has made a special point of emphasizing the importance of historical issues of ethnicity approached in the film and reflected in the mixed ethnic background of Hugh Glass's son portrayed in the film (portrayed as half Pawnee by Glass's wife) as relating to his own life and his identification with ethnic concerns. Iñárritu has referred to having encountered constant xenophobia and stated that: "These constant and relentless xenophobic (comments) have been widely spread by the media without shame, embraced and cheered by leaders and communities around the U.S. The foundation of all this is so outrageous that it can easily be minimized as an SNL sketch, a mere entertainment, a joke ... I debated with myself, if I should bring up this uncomfortable subject tonight but in light of the constant and relentless xenophobic comments that have been expressed recently against my Mexican fellows, it is inevitable."[53]

The massive pile of bison skulls depicted in the film (based upon a real life photograph from the mid-1870s) is also an anachronism[image: External link]. The slaughter of bison[image: External link] on that scale was not yet underway in the early 1820s.[citation needed[image: External link]] Similarly for the assertion that the "Anglos" had taken the Indians' land, which was not to occur in that part of the country for another 20 years.[citation needed[image: External link]] Trapper John Fitzgerald refers to the area of modern-day Texas as if it is a part of the Union or an aligned territory. However, in 1823 Texas was a sparsely populated (in 1825, Texas had about 3,500 people, with most of Mexican descent[54]) province of Mexico[image: External link].
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 Release




The Revenant had a limited release[image: External link] in the United States on December 25, 2015, including Los Angeles—making it eligible for the 88th Academy Awards[image: External link]—before being released nationwide on January 8, 2016.[55][56] The film opened in Australia on January 7, 2016 and in the UK on January 15, 2016.[57][58] In the Philippines, the film's release date was originally set for January 27, 2016, but it was eventually delayed a week to February 3, 2016.[59][60] Although studios initially chose not to pursue a theatrical release in China[image: External link], following the film's three wins at the 88th Academy Awards[image: External link] on February 28, 2016, the film was granted a release in China but with several cuts.[61] It was released on March 18, 2016.[25]
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 Home media




The DVD[image: External link], Blu-ray[image: External link] and 4K Ultra HD Blu-ray[image: External link] were released on April 19, 2016 in the US.[62] Opening sales of the DVD along with on-line streaming orders placed The Revenant as number one in sales at Amazon.[63] Distribution to major rental outlets in the US was done on May 17, 2016.[64]
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 Piracy




On December 20, 2015, less than a week before its release, screener copies of The Revenant and numerous Oscar contenders, including The Hateful Eight[image: External link], Creed[image: External link] and Straight Outta Compton[image: External link], were uploaded to many websites. The FBI linked the case to co-CEO Andrew Kosove of Alcon Entertainment. Kosove claimed that he had "never seen this DVD[s]", and that "it never touched his hands."[65] In October 2016, a former 20th Century Fox employee was fined $1.12 million in a separate case for uploading both The Revenant and The Peanuts Movie[image: External link] online.[66]
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 Reception
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 Box office




The Revenant grossed $183.6 million in the USA & Canada and $349.3 million in other countries for a worldwide total of $533 million against a budget of $135 million.[3] Deadline.com[image: External link] calculated the net profit of the film to be $61.6 million, when factoring together all expenses and revenues.[67]

In the United States and Canada, The Revenant opened in limited release[image: External link] on December 25, 2015, and over the weekend grossed $474,560 from four theaters in New York City[image: External link] and Los Angeles ($118,640 per screen), finishing twenty-third at the box office.[68] It was the second-biggest theater average of 2015 behind the $130,000 four-screen debut of Steve Jobs[image: External link].[69] The film earned a total of $1.6 million from its two-week limited run before expanding wide[image: External link] on January 8, 2016, across 3,371 theaters.[70][71]

It made $2.3 million from its early Thursday preview showings from 2,510 theaters.[70] On its opening day, the film earned $14.4 million, ranking first at the box office.[72] The film grossed $39.8 million in its opening weekend from 3,375 theaters, exceeding initial projections by 70%, and finishing second at the box office behind Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link] ($42.4 million), which was on its fourth weekend of play. It was the director’s biggest opening of all-time, and the fourth-biggest for DiCaprio and supporting actor Tom Hardy.[73] Critics noted that The Force Awakens had an advantage, considering that it was playing at 781 more theaters, that Sunday matinees are family-friendly, and since it had the benefit of playing in all North American IMAX theaters.[73] Nevertheless, The Revenant played very balanced across the U.S. and overperformed in all states except the Northeast region.[73] Its wide release weekend is among the top openings in the month of January.[74] It finally topped the box office in its fifth weekend overall and third weekend in wide release after competing with Ride Along 2[image: External link] in its second weekend. It added a $16 million in its third weekend, which was down 49.7% but topped the box office, despite a blizzard[image: External link] blanketing most of the East Coast[image: External link] which reportedly hurt many films' box office performance.[75][76][77][78] The following weekend it was overtaken by Fox’s own animated movie Kung Fu Panda 3[image: External link] thereby topping the box office for just one weekend.[79] Following the announcement of the Oscar nominees on January 14, The Revenant witnessed the biggest boost among the Best Picture category, jumping from $54.1 million to $170.5 million, an increase of +215% up to the Oscar ceremony in the weekend ending February 28.[80]

Outside North America, the film secured a release in 78 countries.[81] It made $20.5 million from 2,407 screens in just 18 markets, placing behind The Force Awakens at the international box office chart and first among newly released films.[82] The following weekend, it added $32.3 million from 25 markets on 4,849 screens.[81] The film topped the international box office in its third weekend—the same weekend when it topped the U.S. box office—overtaking The Force Awakens with $33.7 million from 48 markets.[83] In the United Kingdom and Ireland, it took the No. 1 spot with $7.87 million or £5.2 million ($7.4 million) from 589 theaters and remained there for a second weekend declining only by 24% with £3.86 million ($5.5 million), as well as for a third weekend.[81][84][85][86][87] Similarly, in Russia, it passed The Force Awakens to take the top spot with $7.5 million from 1,063 screens.[82] In France, it has the biggest opening day in Paris and the third biggest opening weekend of 2016 (so far) with $8.2 million.[88] It also opened at No. 1 in Mexico ($5.1 million), Spain ($4 million), Holland ($1.3 million), Belgium ($1.1 million), Argentina ($955,000), Sweden ($914,000), South Korea, Denmark, Norway, Israel, Egypt and Portugal among other markets.[81][83][86][89] In Germany ($4.6 million) and Australia ($2.9 million), it debuted at No. 2 both behind The Force Awakens and in Brazil ($2.17 million) behind The Ten Commandments.[82][89] It had one of the top ten openings of all time for a Fox film, not accounting for inflation in South Korea with $5.7 million and went on to top the box office there for a second weekend with $3.22 million despite cold weather affecting theater attendance resulting in low box office performance.[90][91] In Russia, despite not opening at No. 1, it topped the box office in its second weekend with $4.4 million—more than The Force Awakens—and went on to top for a third weekend with $3.6 million.[81][92] In China it had an opening day of around $11 million from more than 11,000 screens, including $250,000 in midnight previews, and $23 million in two days.[93][94][95] In its opening weekend, it grossed $31 million, coming in second place behind the animated Zootopia[image: External link]. IMAX comprised $2.3 million on 278 screens.[96] In terms of total earnings, its largest markets outside of the U.S. and Canada are China ($58.6 million), the United Kingdom ($32.8 million), Germany ($28.7 million) and France ($28.2 million).[97][98] The film opened in Japan on March 23.[88][99]
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 Critical response




The Revenant received positive reviews from critics, with DiCaprio and Hardy's performances, Iñárritu's directing and Lubezki's cinematography all being praised.[100][101][102][102] However, the film's runtime was criticized.[103] On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has an approval rating of 81%, based on 323 reviews, with an average rating[image: External link] of 7.9/10. The site's critical consensus reads: "As starkly beautiful as it is harshly uncompromising, The Revenant uses Leonardo DiCaprio's committed performance as fuel for an absorbing drama that offers punishing challenges—and rich rewards."[104] On Metacritic, the film has a weighted average[image: External link] score of 76 out of 100, based on 50 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[105] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an average grade of "B+" on an A+ to F scale.[106][107]

Reviewers cited in a CBS News survey of critics highly praised DiCaprio's performance, referring to it as an "astonishing testament to his commitment to a role" and as an "anchoring performance of ferocious 200 percent commitment."[101] Peter Travers[image: External link] of Rolling Stone called DiCaprio's acting "a virtuoso performance, thrilling in its brute force and silent eloquence."[108] Writing for NY Magazine[image: External link]/Vulture, David Edelstein called the film a "tour de force" and "[b]leak as hell but considerably more beautiful," but noted the film had "traditional masculinity instead of a search for what illuminates man's inhumanity to man."

Justin Chang of Variety wrote Iñárritu "increasingly succumbs to the air of grim overdetermination that has marred much of [his] past work" and it was "an imposing vision... but also an inflated and emotionally stunted one."[101] Stephanie Zacharek, writing for TIME magazine, gave a positive review to the film stating: "Inarritu may have fashioned The Revenant as the ultimate endurance test, but as Glass, DiCaprio simply endures. He gives the movie a beating heart, offering it up, figuratively speaking, alive and bloody on a platter. It—he—is the most visceral effect in the movie: revenge served warm. Bon Appetite."[100] Richard Brody[image: External link] of The New Yorker[image: External link] was critical of the film, and said that Emmanuel Lubezki[image: External link]'s images were mere "pictorial ornament[s] to [Alejandro González Iñárritu's] bland theatrical stagings.”[109]

Slant Magazine[image: External link]'s writer Ed Gonzalez suggested that the Slant staff in large part disliked the film: "Our contempt for The Revenant knows no limits."[109] Gonzalez unfavorably compared Iñárritu's work to Terrence Malick[image: External link]'s 2005 film The New World[image: External link], of which Emmanuel Lubezki[image: External link] was the director of photography as well. In the official review, Slant writer Jaime N. Christley wrote: "The Revenant [is] a misery-fest that plants its narrative flags as carelessly as a Roland Emmerich[image: External link] blockbuster, guaranteeing us a viewing experience almost as arduous as the trials depicted on screen, before reaching a conclusion that's sealed the moment audiences first meet the key players. After an obligatory false calm, The Revenant's proper opening scene is a show-stopping massacre at a fur-trapper's campsite. It's the kind of thing Howard Hawks[image: External link] would have handled—and did, in The Big Sky[image: External link]—in under 90 seconds, with mostly off-camera particulars and minimal effects, but González Iñárritu forces it to resemble the Normandy Beach sequence in Saving Private Ryan[image: External link] as much as history or sense will allow, and then some."[110] The Revenant was ranked 22nd on Metacritic's and 79th on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]' list of best films of 2015.[111][112][113]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by The Revenant (2015 film)[image: External link]


The Revenant has received numerous award nominations and wins, particularly for DiCaprio's performance, Iñárritu's direction and Lubezki's cinematography. At the 88th[image: External link] Annual Academy Awards[image: External link], Iñárritu won the Best Director award for the second time in a row, Emmanuel Lubezki[image: External link] won for the third time in a row the award for Best Cinematography[image: External link] and DiCaprio won his first award for Best Actor[image: External link]. Hardy lost his category to Mark Rylance[image: External link] for Bridge of Spies[image: External link], and the film itself lost Best Picture[image: External link] to Spotlight.[114]

At the 73rd Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] it won three awards: Best Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], and Best Actor – Drama. It also had a nomination for Best Original Score[image: External link].[115] On January 14, 2016, the film received 12 Academy Award nominations (more than any other film at the ceremony), including Best Picture[image: External link] and Best Director[image: External link] for Iñárritu, as well as Best Actor[image: External link] and Best Supporting Actor[image: External link], for DiCaprio and Hardy, respectively.[116] On February 14, 2016, the film received the most awards at 69th British Academy Film Awards[image: External link] out of eight-nominations, with five, including Best Film[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Cinematography[image: External link], Best Sound[image: External link], and Best Leading Actor.[117] It received nine Critics' Choice Awards[image: External link] nominations, winning two – for DiCaprio as Best Actor and Best Cinematography[image: External link] for Lubezki.[118]

Tom Hardy won the Best British Actor[image: External link] award at the London Film Critics' Circle[image: External link] and was runner-up for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] at Dallas–Fort Worth Film Critics Association[image: External link].[119][120] DiCaprio was awarded Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role award at 22nd Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link], while Iñárritu received Outstanding Directing – Feature Film[image: External link] award at 68th Directors Guild of America Awards[image: External link].[121] It received five Satellite Awards[image: External link] nominations, winning the award of Best Actor for DiCaprio.[122]

On May 2, 2016, Time magazine included both DiCaprio and Iñárritu in its issue of the 100 Most Influential People of 2015, with a cover photograph of DiCaprio on the magazine. John Kerry, the U.S. Secretary of State, wrote a short testimonial to DiCaprio for this issue of Time stating that DiCaprio's dedication drives him to succeed and "that's how he takes himself back 200 years to create an Oscar-winning, bear-brawling, powerhouse performance in The Revenant."[123]
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 See also





	Survival film[image: External link]

	
Man in the Wilderness[image: External link], a 1971 Western film loosely based on the Hugh Glass story

	
Lord Grizzly[image: External link], a 1954 biographical novel by Frederick Manfred[image: External link], about the Hugh Glass story
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Golden Globe Award






"Golden Globe" redirects here. For other uses, see Golden Globe (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Golden Globe Awards are accolades bestowed by the 93 members of the Hollywood Foreign Press Association[image: External link], recognizing excellence in film[image: External link] and television[image: External link], both domestic and foreign.

The annual ceremony at which the awards are presented is a major part of the film industry's awards season, which culminates each year in the Academy Awards.[1]

The 74th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], honoring the best in film and television in 2016, was broadcast live on January 8, 2017. Jimmy Fallon[image: External link] hosted the show.



TOP
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 History




In 1943, a group of writers banded together to form the Hollywood Foreign Press Association[image: External link], and by creating a generously distributed award called the Golden Globe Award, they now play a significant role in film marketing.[2] The 1st Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], honoring the best achievements in 1943 filmmaking[image: External link], was held in January 1944, at the 20th Century-Fox[image: External link] studios. Subsequent ceremonies were held at various venues throughout the next decade, including the Beverly Hills Hotel[image: External link], and the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel[image: External link].[3]

In 1950, the Hollywood Foreign Press Association made the decision to establish a special honorary award to recognize outstanding contributions to the entertainment industry. Recognizing its subject as an international figure within the entertainment industry, the first award was presented to director and producer, Cecil B. DeMille[image: External link]. The official name of the award thus became the Cecil B. DeMille Award[image: External link].[4]

In 1963, the Miss Golden Globe[image: External link] concept was introduced. In its inaugural year, two Miss Golden Globes were named, one for film and one for television. The two Miss Golden Globes named that year were Eva Six[image: External link] (of the films Operation Bikini[image: External link] and Beach Party[image: External link]) and Donna Douglas[image: External link] (of television's The Beverly Hillbillies[image: External link]), respectively.[5]

In 2009, the Golden Globe statuette was redesigned (but not for the first time in its history). The New York firm Society Awards[image: External link] collaborated for a year with the Hollywood Foreign Press Association[image: External link] to produce a statuette that included a unique marble and enhanced the statuette’s quality and gold content. It was unveiled at a press conference at the Beverly Hilton prior to the show.[6]

Revenues generated from the annual ceremony have enabled the Hollywood Foreign Press Association to donate millions of dollars to entertainment-related charities, as well as funding scholarships and other programs for future film and television professionals. The most prominent beneficiary being the Young Artist Awards, presented annually by the Young Artist Foundation[image: External link], established in 1978 by late Hollywood Foreign Press member, Maureen Dragone[image: External link] to recognize and award excellence of young Hollywood[image: External link] performers under the age of 21, and to provide scholarships for young artists who may be physically and/or financially challenged.[7][8][9]
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 Ceremony




The broadcast of the Golden Globe Awards, telecast[image: External link] to 167 countries worldwide, generally ranks as the third most-watched awards show each year, behind only the Oscars and the Grammy Awards[image: External link]. Until Ricky Gervais hosted the 67th annual Golden Globe Awards Ceremony in 2010, the award ceremony was one of two major Hollywood[image: External link] award ceremonies (the other being the Screen Actors Guild Awards) that did not have a regular host; every year a different presenter introduced the ceremony at the beginning of the broadcast. Gervais returned to host the 68th and 69th Golden Globe Awards the next two years.[10] Tina Fey[image: External link] and Amy Poehler[image: External link] hosted the 70th, 71st and 72nd Golden Globe Awards in 2015. The Golden Globe Awards' theme song, which debuted in 2012, was written by Japanese musician and songwriter Yoshiki Hayashi[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 2008 disruption




On January 7, 2008, it was announced that due to the 2007–2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link], the 65th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] would not be telecast live. The ceremony was faced with a threat by striking writers to picket the event and by actors threatening to boycott the ceremony rather than cross picket lines[image: External link]. The Hollywood Foreign Press Association was forced to adopt another approach for the broadcast.[citation needed[image: External link]]

NBC[image: External link] originally had exclusive broadcast rights to the ceremonies, but on January 11, HFPA President Jorge Camara announced there would be no restrictions placed on media outlets covering the January 13 press conference, announcing the winners at 6:00pm PST.[11] As a result, E!, CNN[image: External link], the TV Guide Network[image: External link] and KNBC-TV[image: External link], the network's Los Angeles owned-and-operated affiliate, aired the 31-minute event, emanating from the Grand Ballroom of the Beverly Hilton Hotel live, leaving NBC to fill the hour from 9:00–10:00pm ET with announcements, made after-the-fact by Access Hollywood[image: External link] hosts Billy Bush[image: External link] and Nancy O'Dell[image: External link].[12] The remaining hours of programming, set aside for the ceremonies by the network, were filled with a special two-hour edition of Dateline[image: External link], hosted by Matt Lauer[image: External link], that included film clips, interviews with some of the nominees and commentary from comedian[image: External link] Kathy Griffin[image: External link] and the panelists from Football Night in America[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Categories
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 Motion picture awards





	Best Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link]

	Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link]

	Best Director[image: External link]

	Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama

	Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy

	Best Actress – Motion Picture Drama[image: External link]

	Best Actress – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link]

	Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture[image: External link]

	Best Supporting Actress – Motion Picture[image: External link]

	Best Screenplay[image: External link]

	Best Original Score[image: External link]

	Best Original Song[image: External link]

	Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link]

	
Best Animated Feature Film[image: External link] (since 2006)

	Cecil B. DeMille Award for Lifetime Achievement in Motion Pictures[image: External link]
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 Television awards




Awarded since 1956:


	Best Drama Series[image: External link]

	Best Comedy Series[image: External link]

	Best Actor in a Television Drama Series[image: External link]

	Best Actor in a Television Comedy Series[image: External link]

	Best Actress in a Television Drama Series[image: External link]

	Best Actress in a Television Comedy Series[image: External link]

	Best Limited Series or Motion Picture made for Television[image: External link]

	Best Actor in a Limited Series or Motion Picture made for Television[image: External link]

	Best Actress in a Limited Series or Motion Picture made for Television[image: External link]

	Best Supporting Actor in a Series, Limited Series or Motion Picture made for Television[image: External link]

	Best Supporting Actress in a Series, Limited Series or Motion Picture made for Television[image: External link]
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 Retired awards





	
Best Documentary Film[image: External link] • Last awarded in 1977 at the 34th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]


	
Best English-Language Foreign Film[image: External link] • Awarded from 1957 to 1973

	
New Star of the Year – Actor[image: External link] • Last awarded in 1983 at the 40th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]


	
New Star of the Year – Actress[image: External link] • Last awarded in 1983 at the 40th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]


	Henrietta Award (World Film Favorite – Female) • Awarded from 1950 to 1979[13]


	Henrietta Award (World Film Favorite – Male) • Awarded from 1950 to 1979

	Best Film Promoting International Understanding (1945–63)[14]


	Golden Globe Award for Best Cinematography – Awarded from 1948 to 1953, in 1955 and in 1963.
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 Superlatives




In acting categories, Meryl Streep holds the record for the most competitive Golden Globe wins with eight. However, including honorary awards, such as the Henrietta Award, World Film Favorite Actor/Actress Award, or Cecil B. DeMille Award, Barbra Streisand[image: External link] leads with nine. Additionally, Streisand won for composing the song Evergreen (Love Theme from A Star Is Born)[image: External link], producing the Best Picture (Comedy/Musical)[image: External link] (A Star Is Born[image: External link] in the ceremony held in 1977), and directing Yentl[image: External link] in 1984. Jack Nicholson, Angela Lansbury[image: External link], Alan Alda and Shirley MacLaine[image: External link] have six awards each. Behind them are Ed Asner[image: External link], Rosalind Russell[image: External link] and Jessica Lange[image: External link] with five wins. Meryl Streep also holds the record for most nominations with thirty (as of the 2016 nominations) and John Williams[image: External link] is second with twenty-five. At the 46th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] an anomaly occurred: a three way-tie for Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link] (Sigourney Weaver[image: External link] for Gorillas in the Mist[image: External link], Jodie Foster[image: External link] for The Accused[image: External link], and Shirley MacLaine[image: External link] for Madame Sousatzka[image: External link]).

In the category Best Director[image: External link], Elia Kazan[image: External link] leads with four wins, followed by Clint Eastwood, Oliver Stone[image: External link], Miloš Forman[image: External link], David Lean[image: External link] and Martin Scorsese with three wins each. Steven Spielberg[image: External link] holds the record for most nominations with eleven (as of the 2015 nominations). Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link], Clint Eastwood and Steven Soderbergh[image: External link] are the only directors to receive two nominations in the same year.

Only four people have won two acting awards in the same year:


	
Sigourney Weaver[image: External link] (1989)

	Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama, Gorillas in the Mist[image: External link]


	Best Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture, Working Girl[image: External link]






	
Joan Plowright[image: External link] (1993)

	Best Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture, Enchanted April[image: External link]


	Best Supporting Actress in a Series, Miniseries or TV Film, Stalin[image: External link]






	
Helen Mirren[image: External link] (2007)

	Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama, The Queen[image: External link]


	Best Actress in a Miniseries or Television Film, Elizabeth I[image: External link]






	
Kate Winslet[image: External link] (2009)

	Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama, Revolutionary Road


	Best Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture, The Reader[image: External link]








Other superlatives:


	
Most awards won by a single film

	One film has won seven Golden Globe Awards.

	
La La Land[image: External link] (2016)





	Two films have won six Golden Globe Awards.

	
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest[image: External link] (1975)

	
Midnight Express[image: External link] (1978)





	Four films have won five Golden Globe Awards.

	
Doctor Zhivago[image: External link] (1965)

	
Love Story[image: External link] (1970)

	
The Godfather[image: External link] (1972)

	
A Star Is Born[image: External link] (1976)









	
Most nominations received by a single film

	
Nashville[image: External link], with nine nominations





	
Highest Sweep (Winning every nominated category)

	
La La Land[image: External link] won all seven Golden Globes that it was nominated for.

	
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest[image: External link] won all six of its nominations.

	Both Doctor Zhivago[image: External link] and A Star Is Born[image: External link] won all five that they were respectively nominated for.





	
Most nominations without winning an award

	
Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?[image: External link], Foul Play[image: External link] and The Godfather Part III[image: External link], all with seven nominations.





	
Youngest person to win an award

	
Ricky Schroder[image: External link] winning New Star of the Year – Actor[image: External link] in 1980 (9 years old).





	
Oldest person to win an award

	
Ennio Morricone[image: External link] winning Best Original Score[image: External link] for The Hateful Eight[image: External link] (87 years old).
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 Actors with two or more acting awards






	Actor/Actress
	Leading Role
	Supporting Role
	Total awards
	Total nominations



	Streep, MerylMeryl Streep
	The French Lieutenant's Woman[image: External link] (D, 1981)

Sophie's Choice[image: External link] (D, 1982)

The Devil Wears Prada[image: External link] (C/M, 2006)

Julie & Julia[image: External link] (C/M, 2009)

The Iron Lady[image: External link] (D, 2011)
	Kramer vs. Kramer[image: External link] (1979)

Adaptation.[image: External link] (2002)
	7
	28



	Nicholson, JackJack Nicholson
	Chinatown[image: External link] (D, 1974)

One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest[image: External link] (D, 1975)

Prizzi's Honor[image: External link] (C/M, 1985)

As Good as It Gets[image: External link] (C/M, 1997)

About Schmidt[image: External link] (D, 2002)
	Terms of Endearment[image: External link] (1983)
	6
	17



	Russell, RosalindRosalind Russell[image: External link]
	Sister Kenny[image: External link] (1946)

Mourning Becomes Electra[image: External link] (1947)

Auntie Mame[image: External link] (C/M, 1958)

A Majority of One[image: External link] (C/M, 1961)

Gypsy[image: External link] (C/M, 1962)
	
	5
	5



	MacLaine, ShirleyShirley MacLaine[image: External link]
	The Apartment[image: External link] (C/M, 1960)

Irma la Douce[image: External link] (C/M, 1963)

Terms of Endearment[image: External link] (D, 1983)

Madame Sousatzka[image: External link] (D, 1988)
	
	4
	15



	Hanks, TomTom Hanks
	Big[image: External link] (C/M, 1988)

Philadelphia[image: External link] (D, 1993)

Forrest Gump[image: External link] (D, 1994)

Cast Away[image: External link] (D, 2000)
	
	4
	8



	Lemmon, JackJack Lemmon
	Some Like It Hot[image: External link] (C/M, 1959)

The Apartment[image: External link] (C/M, 1960)

Avanti![image: External link] (C/M, 1972)
	
	3
	16



	DiCaprio, LeonardoLeonardo DiCaprio
	The Aviator (D, 2004)

The Wolf of Wall Street (C/M, 2013)

The Revenant (D, 2015)
	
	3
	11



	Hoffman, DustinDustin Hoffman
	Kramer vs. Kramer[image: External link] (D, 1979)

Tootsie[image: External link] (C/M, 1982)

Rain Man[image: External link] (D, 1988)
	
	3
	11



	Fonda, JaneJane Fonda[image: External link]
	Klute[image: External link] (D, 1971)

Julia[image: External link] (D, 1977)

Coming Home[image: External link] (D, 1978)
	
	3
	10



	Kidman, NicoleNicole Kidman
	To Die For[image: External link] (C/M, 1995)

Moulin Rouge![image: External link] (C/M, 2001)

The Hours[image: External link] (D, 2002)
	
	3
	10



	Winslet, KateKate Winslet[image: External link]
	Revolutionary Road (D, 2008)
	The Reader[image: External link] (2008)

Steve Jobs[image: External link] (2015)
	3
	10



	Andrews, JulieJulie Andrews[image: External link]
	Mary Poppins[image: External link] (C/M, 1964)

The Sound of Music[image: External link] (C/M, 1965)

Victor/Victoria[image: External link] (C/M, 1982)
	
	3
	9



	Blanchett, CateCate Blanchett[image: External link]
	Elizabeth[image: External link] (D, 1998)

Blue Jasmine[image: External link] (D, 2013)
	I'm Not There[image: External link] (2007)
	3
	9



	Hackman, GeneGene Hackman
	The French Connection[image: External link] (D, 1971)

The Royal Tenenbaums[image: External link] (C/M, 2001)
	Unforgiven[image: External link] (1992)
	3
	8



	O'Toole, PeterPeter O'Toole
	Becket[image: External link] (D, 1964)

The Lion in Winter[image: External link] (D, 1968)

Goodbye, Mr. Chips[image: External link] (C/M, 1969)
	
	3
	8



	Roberts, JuliaJulia Roberts
	Pretty Woman[image: External link] (C/M, 1990)

Erin Brockovich[image: External link] (D, 2000)
	Steel Magnolias[image: External link] (1989)
	3
	8



	Williams, RobinRobin Williams
	Good Morning, Vietnam[image: External link] (C/M, 1987)

The Fisher King[image: External link] (C/M, 1991)

Mrs. Doubtfire[image: External link] (C/M, 1993)
	
	3
	8



	Bergman, IngridIngrid Bergman[image: External link]
	Gaslight[image: External link] (1944)

The Bells of St. Mary's[image: External link] (1945)

Anastasia[image: External link] (D, 1956)
	
	3
	7



	Cruise, TomTom Cruise
	Born on the Fourth of July[image: External link] (D, 1989)

Jerry Maguire[image: External link] (C/M, 1996)
	Magnolia[image: External link] (1999)
	3
	7



	Spacek, SissySissy Spacek[image: External link]
	Coal Miner's Daughter[image: External link] (C/M, 1980)

Crimes of the Heart[image: External link] (C/M, 1986)

In the Bedroom[image: External link] (D, 2001)
	
	3
	6



	Zellweger, RenéeRenée Zellweger[image: External link]
	Nurse Betty[image: External link] (C/M, 2000)

Chicago[image: External link] (C/M, 2002)
	Cold Mountain[image: External link] (2003)
	3
	6



	Clooney, GeorgeGeorge Clooney
	O Brother, Where Art Thou?[image: External link] (C/M, 2000)

The Descendants[image: External link] (D, 2011)
	Syriana[image: External link] (2005)
	3
	5



	Lawrence, JenniferJennifer Lawrence
	Silver Linings Playbook[image: External link] (C/M, 2012)

Joy[image: External link] (C/M, 2015)
	American Hustle[image: External link] (2013)
	3
	4



	Pacino, AlAl Pacino
	Serpico[image: External link] (D, 1973)

Scent of a Woman[image: External link] (D, 1992)
	
	2
	14



	Caine, MichaelMichael Caine
	Educating Rita[image: External link] (C/M, 1983)

Little Voice[image: External link] (C/M, 1998)
	
	2
	9



	Streisand, BarbraBarbra Streisand[image: External link]
	Funny Girl[image: External link] (C/M, 1968)

A Star Is Born[image: External link] (C/M, 1976)
	
	2
	9



	Bancroft, AnneAnne Bancroft[image: External link]
	The Pumpkin Eater[image: External link] (D, 1964)

The Graduate[image: External link] (C/M, 1967)
	
	2
	8



	Field, SallySally Field[image: External link]
	Norma Rae[image: External link] (D, 1979)

Places in the Heart[image: External link] (D, 1984)
	
	2
	8



	Keaton, DianeDiane Keaton
	Annie Hall[image: External link] (C/M, 1977)

Something's Gotta Give[image: External link] (C/M, 2003)
	
	2
	8



	Page, GeraldineGeraldine Page[image: External link]
	Summer and Smoke[image: External link] (D, 1961)

Sweet Bird of Youth[image: External link] (D, 1962)
	
	2
	8



	Smith, MaggieMaggie Smith[image: External link]
	California Suite[image: External link] (C/M, 1978)
	A Room with a View[image: External link] (1985)
	2
	8



	Washington, DenzelDenzel Washington
	The Hurricane[image: External link] (D, 1999)
	Glory[image: External link] (1989)
	2
	8



	Adams, AmyAmy Adams[image: External link]
	American Hustle[image: External link] (C/M, 2013)

Big Eyes[image: External link] (C/M, 2014)
	
	2
	7



	Bening, AnnetteAnnette Bening[image: External link]
	Being Julia[image: External link] (C/M, 2004)

The Kids Are All Right[image: External link] (C/M, 2010)
	
	2
	7



	Day-Lewis, DanielDaniel Day-Lewis
	There Will Be Blood[image: External link] (D, 2007)

Lincoln[image: External link] (D, 2012)
	
	2
	7



	Foster, JodieJodie Foster[image: External link]
	The Accused[image: External link] (D, 1988)

The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link] (D, 1991)
	
	2
	7



	Voight, JonJon Voight
	Coming Home[image: External link] (D, 1978)

Runaway Train[image: External link] (D, 1985)
	
	2
	7



	Brando, MarlonMarlon Brando
	On the Waterfront[image: External link] (D, 1954)

The Godfather[image: External link] (D, 1972)
	
	2
	6



	Carrey, JimJim Carrey
	The Truman Show[image: External link] (D, 1998)

Man on the Moon[image: External link] (C/M, 1999)
	
	2
	6



	Lange, JessicaJessica Lange[image: External link]
	Blue Sky[image: External link] (D, 1994)
	Tootsie[image: External link] (1982)
	2
	6



	Woodward, JoanneJoanne Woodward[image: External link]
	The Three Faces of Eve[image: External link] (D, 1957)

Rachel, Rachel[image: External link] (D, 1968)
	
	2
	6



	Astaire, FredFred Astaire
	Three Little Words[image: External link] (C/M, 1950)
	The Towering Inferno[image: External link] (1974)
	2
	5



	Midler, BetteBette Midler[image: External link]
	The Rose[image: External link] (C/M, 1979)

For the Boys[image: External link] (C/M, 1991)
	
	2
	5



	Olivier, LaurenceLaurence Olivier
	Hamlet[image: External link] (1948)
	Marathon Man[image: External link] (1976)
	2
	5



	Peck, GregoryGregory Peck
	The Yearling[image: External link] (1946)

To Kill a Mockingbird[image: External link] (D, 1962)
	
	2
	5



	Weaver, SigourneySigourney Weaver[image: External link]
	Gorillas in the Mist[image: External link] (D, 1988)
	Working Girl[image: External link] (1988)
	2
	5



	, Ann-Margret Ann-Margret[image: External link]
	Tommy[image: External link] (C/M, 1975)
	Carnal Knowledge[image: External link] (1971)
	2
	4



	, Cher Cher[image: External link]
	Moonstruck[image: External link] (C/M, 1987)
	Silkwood[image: External link] (1983)
	2
	4



	Duvall, RobertRobert Duvall
	Tender Mercies[image: External link] (D, 1983)
	Apocalypse Now[image: External link] (1979)
	2
	4



	Kaye, DannyDanny Kaye
	On the Riviera[image: External link] (C/M, 1951)

Me and the Colonel[image: External link] (C/M, 1958)
	
	2
	4



	Lansbury, AngelaAngela Lansbury[image: External link]
	
	The Picture of Dorian Gray[image: External link] (1945)

The Manchurian Candidate[image: External link] (1962)
	2
	4



	Mason, MarshaMarsha Mason[image: External link]
	Cinderella Liberty[image: External link] (D, 1973)

The Goodbye Girl[image: External link] (C/M, 1977)
	
	2
	4



	Moore, DudleyDudley Moore
	Arthur[image: External link] (C/M, 1981)

Micki & Maude[image: External link] (C/M, 1984)
	
	2
	4



	Portman, NatalieNatalie Portman[image: External link]
	Black Swan[image: External link] (D, 2010)
	Closer[image: External link] (2004)
	2
	4



	Turner, KathleenKathleen Turner[image: External link]
	Romancing the Stone[image: External link] (C/M, 1984)

Prizzi's Honor[image: External link] (C/M, 1985)
	
	2
	4



	Black, KarenKaren Black[image: External link]
	
	Five Easy Pieces[image: External link] (1970)

The Great Gatsby[image: External link] (1974)
	2
	3



	Goldberg, WhoopiWhoopi Goldberg[image: External link]
	The Color Purple[image: External link] (D, 1985)
	Ghost[image: External link] (1990)
	2
	3



	Gordon, RuthRuth Gordon[image: External link]
	
	Inside Daisy Clover[image: External link] (1965)

Rosemary's Baby[image: External link] (1968)
	2
	3



	Niven, DavidDavid Niven
	The Moon Is Blue[image: External link] (C/M, 1953)

Separate Tables[image: External link] (D, 1958)
	
	2
	3



	Robbins, TimTim Robbins
	The Player[image: External link] (C/M, 1992)
	Mystic River[image: External link] (2003)
	2
	3



	Sinatra, FrankFrank Sinatra
	Pal Joey[image: External link] (C/M, 1957)
	From Here to Eternity[image: External link] (1953)
	2
	3



	Waltz, ChristophChristoph Waltz
	
	Inglourious Basterds[image: External link] (2009)

Django Unchained (2012)
	2
	3



	Attenborough, RichardRichard Attenborough
	
	The Sand Pebbles[image: External link] (1966)

Doctor Dolittle[image: External link] (1967)
	2
	2



	Gwenn, EdmundEdmund Gwenn[image: External link]
	
	Miracle on 34th Street[image: External link] (1947)

Mister 880[image: External link] (1950)
	2
	2



	Hayward, SusanSusan Hayward[image: External link]
	With a Song in My Heart[image: External link] (C/M, 1952)

I Want to Live![image: External link] (D, 1958)
	
	2
	2



	Kelly, GraceGrace Kelly[image: External link]
	The Country Girl[image: External link] (D, 1954)
	Mogambo[image: External link] (1953)
	2
	2



	Landau, MartinMartin Landau[image: External link]
	
	Tucker: The Man and His Dream[image: External link] (1988)

Ed Wood[image: External link] (1994)
	2
	2



	Moorehead, AgnesAgnes Moorehead[image: External link]
	
	Mrs. Parkington[image: External link] (1944)

Hush… Hush, Sweet Charlotte[image: External link] (1964)
	2
	2



	O'Brien, EdmondEdmond O'Brien[image: External link]
	
	The Barefoot Contessa[image: External link] (1954)

Seven Days in May[image: External link] (1964)
	2
	2



	Redgrave, LynnLynn Redgrave[image: External link]
	Georgy Girl[image: External link] (C/M, 1966)
	Gods and Monsters[image: External link] (1998)
	2
	2



	Sharif, OmarOmar Sharif
	Doctor Zhivago[image: External link] (D, 1965)
	Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link] (1962)
	2
	2



	Swank, HilaryHilary Swank[image: External link]
	Boys Don't Cry[image: External link] (D, 1999)

Million Dollar Baby[image: External link] (D, 2004)
	
	2
	2



	Wyman, JaneJane Wyman[image: External link]
	Johnny Belinda[image: External link] (1948)

The Blue Veil[image: External link] (D, 1951)
	
	2
	2
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 Actors with five or more acting nominations






	Actor/Actress
	Total nominations
	Total awards



	
Streep, MerylMeryl Streep

	28
	7



	
Nicholson, JackJack Nicholson

	17
	6



	
Lemmon, JackJack Lemmon

	16
	3



	
MacLaine, ShirleyShirley MacLaine[image: External link]

	15
	4



	
Pacino, AlAl Pacino

	14
	2



	
DiCaprio, LeonardoLeonardo DiCaprio

	11
	3



	
Hoffman, DustinDustin Hoffman

	11
	3



	
Fonda, JaneJane Fonda[image: External link]

	10
	3



	
Kidman, NicoleNicole Kidman

	10
	3



	
Winslet, KateKate Winslet[image: External link]

	10
	3



	
Depp, JohnnyJohnny Depp

	10
	1



	
Andrews, JulieJulie Andrews[image: External link]

	9
	3



	
Blanchett, CateCate Blanchett[image: External link]

	9
	3



	
Caine, MichaelMichael Caine

	9
	2



	
Streisand, BarbraBarbra Streisand[image: External link]

	9
	2



	
Hepburn, AudreyAudrey Hepburn[image: External link]

	9
	1



	
Newman, PaulPaul Newman[image: External link]

	9
	0



	
Hanks, TomTom Hanks

	8
	4



	
Hackman, GeneGene Hackman

	8
	3



	
O'Toole, PeterPeter O'Toole

	8
	3



	
Roberts, JuliaJulia Roberts

	8
	3



	
Williams, RobinRobin Williams

	8
	3



	
Bancroft, AnneAnne Bancroft[image: External link]

	8
	2



	
Field, SallySally Field[image: External link]

	8
	2



	
Keaton, DianeDiane Keaton

	8
	2



	
Page, GeraldineGeraldine Page[image: External link]

	8
	2



	
Smith, MaggieMaggie Smith[image: External link]

	8
	2



	
Washington, DenzelDenzel Washington

	8
	2



	
De Niro, RobertRobert De Niro

	8
	1



	
Dench, JudiJudi Dench

	8
	1



	
Hawn, GoldieGoldie Hawn[image: External link]

	8
	1



	
Matthau, WalterWalter Matthau

	8
	1



	
Moore, JulianneJulianne Moore[image: External link]

	8
	1



	
Redgrave, VanessaVanessa Redgrave[image: External link]

	8
	1



	
Bergman, IngridIngrid Bergman[image: External link]

	7
	3



	
Cruise, TomTom Cruise

	7
	3



	
Adams, AmyAmy Adams[image: External link]

	7
	2



	
Bening, AnnetteAnnette Bening[image: External link]

	7
	2



	
Day-Lewis, DanielDaniel Day-Lewis

	7
	2



	
Foster, JodieJodie Foster[image: External link]

	7
	2



	
Voight, JonJon Voight

	7
	2



	
Beatty, WarrenWarren Beatty

	7
	1



	
Finney, AlbertAlbert Finney

	7
	1



	
Mirren, HelenHelen Mirren[image: External link]

	7
	1



	
Thompson, EmmaEmma Thompson[image: External link]

	7
	1



	
Hepburn, KatharineKatharine Hepburn[image: External link]

	7
	0



	
Sarandon, SusanSusan Sarandon[image: External link]

	7
	0



	
Spacek, SissySissy Spacek[image: External link]

	6
	3



	
Zellweger, RenéeRenée Zellweger[image: External link]

	6
	3



	
Brando, MarlonMarlon Brando

	6
	2



	
Carrey, JimJim Carrey

	6
	2



	
Lange, JessicaJessica Lange[image: External link]

	6
	2



	
Woodward, JoanneJoanne Woodward[image: External link]

	6
	2



	
Burstyn, EllenEllen Burstyn[image: External link]

	6
	1



	
Burton, RichardRichard Burton

	6
	1



	
Dunaway, FayeFaye Dunaway[image: External link]

	6
	1



	
Jackson, GlendaGlenda Jackson[image: External link]

	6
	1



	
Pfeiffer, MichelleMichelle Pfeiffer[image: External link]

	6
	1



	
Poitier, SidneySidney Poitier

	6
	1



	
Travolta, JohnJohn Travolta

	6
	1



	
Winters, ShelleyShelley Winters[image: External link]

	6
	1



	
Russell, RosalindRosalind Russell[image: External link]

	5
	5



	
Clooney, GeorgeGeorge Clooney

	5
	3



	
Astaire, FredFred Astaire

	5
	2



	
Midler, BetteBette Midler[image: External link]

	5
	2



	
Olivier, LaurenceLaurence Olivier

	5
	2



	
Peck, GregoryGregory Peck

	5
	2



	
Weaver, SigourneySigourney Weaver[image: External link]

	5
	2



	
Bridges, JeffJeff Bridges

	5
	1



	
Bullock, SandraSandra Bullock

	5
	1



	
Crowe, RussellRussell Crowe[image: External link]

	5
	1



	
Damon, MattMatt Damon

	5
	1



	
Douglas, MichaelMichael Douglas

	5
	1



	
Freeman, MorganMorgan Freeman

	5
	1



	
Gosling, RyanRyan Gosling

	5
	1



	
Hoffman, Philip SeymourPhilip Seymour Hoffman

	5
	1



	
Holliday, JudyJudy Holliday[image: External link]

	5
	1



	
Minnelli, LizaLiza Minnelli[image: External link]

	5
	1



	
Murray, BillBill Murray

	5
	1



	
Penn, SeanSean Penn

	5
	1



	
Phoenix, JoaquinJoaquin Phoenix

	5
	1



	
Pitt, BradBrad Pitt

	5
	1



	
Sellers, PeterPeter Sellers

	5
	1



	
Simmons, JeanJean Simmons[image: External link]

	5
	1



	
Stapleton, MaureenMaureen Stapleton[image: External link]

	5
	1



	
Ullmann, LivLiv Ullmann[image: External link]

	5
	1



	
Day, DorisDoris Day[image: External link]

	5
	0



	
Farrow, MiaMia Farrow[image: External link]

	5
	0



	
Grant, CaryCary Grant[image: External link]

	5
	0



	
Grant, LeeLee Grant[image: External link]

	5
	0



	
Hopkins, AnthonyAnthony Hopkins

	5
	0



	
Huston, AnjelicaAnjelica Huston[image: External link]

	5
	0



	
Martin, SteveSteve Martin[image: External link]

	5
	0



	
Spacey, KevinKevin Spacey

	5
	0



	
Wood, NatalieNatalie Wood[image: External link]

	5
	0
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 Criticism
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 1968–1974 NBC broadcast ban




The HFPA has had a lucrative contract with NBC for decades,[15] which began broadcasting the award ceremony locally in Los Angeles in 1958, then nationally in 1964. However, in 1968, the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] claimed the show “misled the public as to how the winners were determined” (allegations included that winners were determined by lobby; to motivate winners to show up to the awards ceremony winners were informed if they did not attend another winner would be named). The FCC admonished NBC for participating in the scandal. Subsequently, NBC refused to broadcast the ceremony from 1968 until after 1974.[16][17]
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 Pia Zadora awarded “New Star of the Year in a Motion Picture” in 1982




In 1982, Pia Zadora[image: External link] won a Golden Globe in the category "New Star of the Year in a Motion Picture – Female[image: External link]" for her performance in Butterfly[image: External link], over such competition as Elizabeth McGovern[image: External link] ( Ragtime[image: External link]) and Kathleen Turner[image: External link] (Body Heat[image: External link]).[18] Accusations were made that the Foreign Press Association members had been bought off.[19] Zadora's husband, multimillionaire Meshulam Riklis[image: External link], flew voting members to his casino, the Riviera Hotel[image: External link] in Las Vegas[image: External link], which gave the appearance that they voted for Zadora to repay this. Riklis also invited voting members to his house for a lavish lunch and a showing of the film. He also spent a great deal on advertising.[20] Furthermore, Zadora had made her film debut some 17 years earlier as a child performer in Santa Claus Conquers the Martians[image: External link].[21]
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 The Tourist for Best Musical/Comedy nominations in 2011




The nominations for the 2011 Globes drew initial skepticism, as the Hollywood Foreign Press Association nominated The Tourist[image: External link] in its Best Musical/Comedy category, although it was originally advertised as a spy thriller, and also one of the most panned films of the season with host Ricky Gervais even joking to main star of the film Johnny Depp if he had seen the movie. Rumors then surfaced that Sony, the distributor of The Tourist, had influenced Globes voters with an all-expenses-paid trip to Las Vegas, culminating in a concert by Cher[image: External link].[22]
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 Other




Actor and filmmaker Gary Oldman[image: External link] is a longtime detractor of the Golden Globes[image: External link].[23][24][25] As of 2017, Oldman has never been nominated for a Golden Globe Award in his thirty years of acclaimed film work.
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Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama






The Golden Globe Award for Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Drama was first awarded by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association[image: External link] as a separate category in 1951[image: External link]. Previously, there was a single award for "Best Actor in a Motion Picture" but the splitting allowed for recognition of it and the Best Actor – Musical or Comedy.

The formal title has varied since its inception. In 2005, it was officially called: "Best Performance by an Actor in a Motion Picture – Drama". As of 2013, the wording is "Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Drama".

Notes:


	"†" indicates an Academy Award-winning performance.

	"‡" indicates an Academy Award-nominated performance that same year.

	"§" indicates a Golden Globe Award-winning performance that was not nominated for an Academy Award.
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 1940s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1943[image: External link]
	Paul Lukas †
	Kurt Muller
	Watch on the Rhine[image: External link]



	1944[image: External link]
	Alexander Knox ‡
	Woodrow Wilson[image: External link]
	Wilson[image: External link]



	1945[image: External link]
	Ray Milland †
	Don Birnam
	The Lost Weekend[image: External link]



	1946[image: External link]
	Gregory Peck ‡
	Penny Baxter
	The Yearling[image: External link]



	1947[image: External link]
	Ronald Colman †
	Anthony John
	A Double Life[image: External link]



	1948[image: External link]
	Laurence Olivier †
	Hamlet, Prince of Denmark[image: External link]
	Hamlet[image: External link]



	1949[image: External link]
	Broderick Crawford †
	Willie Stark
	All the King's Men[image: External link]



	Richard Todd[image: External link] ‡
	Cpl. Lachlan "Lachie" MacLachlan
	The Hasty Heart[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1950s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1950[image: External link]
	José Ferrer †
	Cyrano de Bergerac[image: External link]
	Cyrano de Bergerac[image: External link]



	Louis Calhern[image: External link] ‡
	Oliver Wendell Holmes
	The Magnificent Yankee[image: External link]



	James Stewart ‡
	Elwood P. Dowd
	Harvey[image: External link]



	1951[image: External link]
	Fredric March ‡
	Willy Loman[image: External link]
	Death of a Salesman[image: External link]



	Kirk Douglas[image: External link]
	Det. James McLeod
	Detective Story[image: External link]



	Arthur Kennedy[image: External link] ‡
	Larry Nevins
	Bright Victory[image: External link]



	1952[image: External link]
	Gary Cooper †
	Marshal Will Kane
	High Noon[image: External link]



	Ray Milland
	Allan Fields
	The Thief[image: External link]



	Charles Boyer[image: External link]
	Jacques Bonnard
	The Happy Time[image: External link]



	1953[image: External link]
	Spencer Tracy §
	Clinton Jones
	The Actress[image: External link]



	1954[image: External link]
	Marlon Brando †
	Terry Malloy
	On the Waterfront[image: External link]



	1955[image: External link]
	Ernest Borgnine †
	Marty Piletti
	Marty[image: External link]



	1956[image: External link]
	Kirk Douglas[image: External link] ‡
	Vincent van Gogh
	Lust for Life[image: External link]



	Karl Malden[image: External link]
	Archie Lee Meighan
	Baby Doll[image: External link]



	Gary Cooper
	Jess Birdwell
	Friendly Persuasion[image: External link]



	Burt Lancaster
	Bill Starbuck
	The Rainmaker[image: External link]



	Charlton Heston
	Moses[image: External link]
	The Ten Commandments[image: External link]



	1957[image: External link]
	Alec Guinness †
	Colonel Nicholson
	The Bridge on the River Kwai[image: External link]



	Marlon Brando ‡
	Maj. Lloyd "Ace" Gruver
	Sayonara[image: External link]



	1958[image: External link]
	David Niven †
	Major Pollock
	Separate Tables[image: External link]



	Tony Curtis[image: External link] ‡
	John "Joker" Jackson
	The Defiant Ones[image: External link]



	Robert Donat
	The Mandarin of Yang Cheng
	The Inn of the Sixth Happiness[image: External link]



	Sidney Poitier ‡
	Noah Cullen
	The Defiant Ones[image: External link]



	Spencer Tracy ‡
	Santiago (The Old Man)
	The Old Man and the Sea[image: External link]



	1959[image: External link]
	Anthony Franciosa §
	Sam Lawson
	Career[image: External link]



	Richard Burton
	Jimmy Porter
	Look Back in Anger[image: External link]



	Charlton Heston †
	Judah Ben-Hur
	Ben-Hur[image: External link]



	Fredric March
	Jerry Kingsley
	Middle of the Night[image: External link]



	Joseph Schildkraut[image: External link]
	Otto Frank[image: External link]
	The Diary of Anne Frank[image: External link]
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 1960s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1960[image: External link]
	Burt Lancaster †
	Elmer Gantry
	Elmer Gantry[image: External link]



	Trevor Howard ‡
	Walter Morel
	Sons and Lovers[image: External link]



	Laurence Olivier
	Crassus[image: External link]
	Spartacus[image: External link]



	Dean Stockwell[image: External link]
	Paul Morel
	Sons and Lovers[image: External link]



	Spencer Tracy ‡
	Henry Drummond
	Inherit the Wind[image: External link]



	1961[image: External link]
	Maximilian Schell †
	Hans Rolfe
	Judgment at Nuremberg[image: External link]



	Warren Beatty
	Bud Stamper
	Splendor in the Grass[image: External link]



	Maurice Chevalier[image: External link]
	Pannisse
	Fanny[image: External link]



	Paul Newman[image: External link] ‡
	Fast Eddie Felson
	The Hustler[image: External link]



	Sidney Poitier
	Walter Lee Younger
	A Raisin in the Sun[image: External link]



	1962[image: External link]
	Gregory Peck †
	Atticus Finch[image: External link]
	To Kill a Mockingbird[image: External link]



	Laurence Harvey[image: External link]
	Wilhelm Grimm/The Cobbler
	The Wonderful World of the Brothers Grimm[image: External link]



	Burt Lancaster ‡
	Robert Franklin Stroud[image: External link]
	Birdman of Alcatraz[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon ‡
	Joe Clay
	Days of Wine and Roses[image: External link]



	James Mason
	Humbert Humbert
	Lolita[image: External link]



	Paul Newman[image: External link]
	Chance Wayne
	Sweet Bird of Youth[image: External link]



	Peter O'Toole ‡
	T. E. Lawrence[image: External link]
	Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link]



	Anthony Quinn[image: External link]
	Auda ibu Tayi[image: External link]



	1963[image: External link]
	Sidney Poitier †
	Homer Smith
	Lilies of the Field[image: External link]



	Marlon Brando
	Harrison Carter MacWhite
	The Ugly American[image: External link]



	Stathis Giallelis[image: External link]
	Stavros Topouzoglou
	America America[image: External link]



	Rex Harrison ‡
	Julius Caesar[image: External link]
	Cleopatra[image: External link]



	Steve McQueen[image: External link]
	Rocky Papasano
	Love with the Proper Stranger[image: External link]



	Paul Newman[image: External link] ‡
	Hud Bannon
	Hud[image: External link]



	Gregory Peck
	Captain Josiah Newman
	Captain Newman, M.D.[image: External link]



	Tom Tryon[image: External link]
	Stephen Fermoyle
	The Cardinal[image: External link]



	1964[image: External link]
	Peter O'Toole ‡
	King Henry II[image: External link]
	Becket[image: External link]



	Richard Burton ‡
	Thomas Becket[image: External link]
	Becket[image: External link]



	Anthony Franciosa
	Juan Luis Rodriguez
	Rio Conchos[image: External link]



	Fredric March
	President Lyman
	Seven Days in May[image: External link]



	Anthony Quinn[image: External link] ‡
	Alexis Zorba
	Zorba the Greek[image: External link]



	1965[image: External link]
	Omar Sharif §
	Yuri Zhivago[image: External link]
	Doctor Zhivago[image: External link]



	Rex Harrison
	Pope Julius II
	The Agony and the Ecstasy[image: External link]



	Sidney Poitier
	Gordon Ralfe
	A Patch of Blue[image: External link]



	Rod Steiger ‡
	Sol Nazerman
	The Pawnbroker[image: External link]



	Oskar Werner[image: External link] ‡
	Willie Schumann
	Ship of Fools[image: External link]



	1966[image: External link]
	Paul Scofield †
	Sir Thomas More[image: External link]
	A Man for All Seasons[image: External link]



	Richard Burton ‡
	George
	Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?[image: External link]



	Michael Caine ‡
	Alfie
	Alfie[image: External link]



	Steve McQueen[image: External link] ‡
	Machinist's Mate 1st Class Jake Holman
	The Sand Pebbles[image: External link]



	Max von Sydow[image: External link]
	Reverend Abner Hale[image: External link]
	Hawaii[image: External link]



	1967[image: External link]
	Rod Steiger †
	Police Chief Bill Gillespie
	In the Heat of the Night[image: External link]



	Alan Bates[image: External link]
	Gabriel Oak
	Far from the Madding Crowd[image: External link]



	Warren Beatty ‡
	Clyde Barrow[image: External link]
	Bonnie and Clyde[image: External link]



	Paul Newman[image: External link] ‡
	Lucas "Luke" Jackson
	Cool Hand Luke[image: External link]



	Sidney Poitier
	Detective Virgil Tibbs[image: External link]
	In the Heat of the Night[image: External link]



	Spencer Tracy ‡
	Matt Drayton
	Guess Who's Coming to Dinner[image: External link]



	1968[image: External link]
	Peter O'Toole ‡
	King Henry II[image: External link]
	The Lion in Winter[image: External link]



	Alan Arkin[image: External link] ‡
	John Singer
	The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter[image: External link]



	Alan Bates[image: External link] ‡
	Yakov Bok
	The Fixer[image: External link]



	Tony Curtis[image: External link]
	Albert DeSalvo[image: External link]
	The Boston Strangler[image: External link]



	Cliff Robertson †
	Charlie Gordon
	Charly[image: External link]



	1969[image: External link]
	John Wayne †
	Rooster Cogburn[image: External link]
	True Grit[image: External link]



	Alan Arkin[image: External link]
	Abraham "Popi" Rodriguez
	Popi[image: External link]



	Richard Burton ‡
	King Henry VIII[image: External link]
	Anne of the Thousand Days[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman ‡
	Enrico "Ratso" Rizzo
	Midnight Cowboy[image: External link]



	Jon Voight ‡
	Joe Buck
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 1970s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1970[image: External link]
	George C. Scott †
	George S. Patton[image: External link]
	Patton[image: External link]



	Melvyn Douglas ‡
	Tom Garrison
	I Never Sang for My Father[image: External link]



	James Earl Jones[image: External link] ‡
	Jack Jefferson
	The Great White Hope[image: External link]



	Jack Nicholson ‡
	Robert Eroica Dupea
	Five Easy Pieces[image: External link]



	Ryan O'Neal[image: External link] ‡
	Oliver Barret IV
	Love Story[image: External link]



	1971[image: External link]
	Gene Hackman †
	Detective Jimmy "Popeye" Doyle[image: External link]
	The French Connection[image: External link]



	Peter Finch ‡
	Daniel Hirsh
	Sunday Bloody Sunday[image: External link]



	Malcolm McDowell[image: External link]
	Alex DeLarge[image: External link]
	A Clockwork Orange[image: External link]



	Jack Nicholson
	Jonathan Fuerst
	Carnal Knowledge[image: External link]



	George C. Scott ‡
	Dr. Herbert Bock
	The Hospital[image: External link]



	1972[image: External link]
	Marlon Brando †
	Vito Corleone[image: External link]
	The Godfather[image: External link]



	Michael Caine ‡
	Milo Tindle
	Sleuth[image: External link]



	Laurence Olivier ‡
	Andrew Wyke



	Al Pacino ‡

(nominated Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor)
	Michael Corleone[image: External link]
	The Godfather[image: External link]



	Jon Voight
	Ed
	Deliverance[image: External link]



	1973[image: External link]
	Al Pacino ‡
	Frank Serpico[image: External link]
	Serpico[image: External link]



	Robert Blake[image: External link]
	John Wintergreen
	Electra Glide in Blue[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon †
	Harry Stoner
	Save the Tiger[image: External link]



	Steve McQueen[image: External link]
	Henri "Papillon" Charrière[image: External link]
	Papillon[image: External link]



	Jack Nicholson ‡
	Signalman 1st Class Billy L. "Badass" Buddusky
	The Last Detail[image: External link]



	1974[image: External link]
	Jack Nicholson ‡
	J. J. "Jake" Gittes
	Chinatown[image: External link]



	James Caan[image: External link]
	Axel Freed
	The Gambler[image: External link]



	Gene Hackman
	Harry Caul
	The Conversation[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman ‡
	Lenny Bruce[image: External link]
	Lenny[image: External link]



	Al Pacino ‡
	Michael Corleone[image: External link]
	The Godfather Part II[image: External link]



	1975[image: External link]
	Jack Nicholson †
	Randle Patrick "Mac" McMurphy[image: External link]
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest[image: External link]



	Gene Hackman
	Detective Jimmy "Popeye" Doyle[image: External link]
	French Connection II[image: External link]



	Al Pacino ‡
	Sonny Wortzik[image: External link]
	Dog Day Afternoon[image: External link]



	Maximilian Schell ‡
	Arthur Goldman
	The Man in the Glass Booth[image: External link]



	James Whitmore[image: External link] ‡
	Harry S. Truman[image: External link]
	Give 'em Hell, Harry![image: External link]



	1976[image: External link]
	Peter Finch †
	Howard Beale
	Network[image: External link]



	David Carradine[image: External link]
	Woody Guthrie[image: External link]
	Bound for Glory[image: External link]



	Robert De Niro ‡
	Travis Bickle[image: External link]
	Taxi Driver[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman
	"Babe" Levy
	Marathon Man[image: External link]



	Sylvester Stallone ‡
	Rocky Balboa[image: External link]
	Rocky[image: External link]



	1977[image: External link]
	Richard Burton ‡
	Dr. Martin Dysart
	Equus[image: External link]



	Marcello Mastroianni ‡
	Gabriele
	A Special Day[image: External link]



	Al Pacino
	Bobby Deerfield
	Bobby Deerfield[image: External link]



	Gregory Peck
	Douglas MacArthur[image: External link]
	MacArthur[image: External link]



	Henry Winkler[image: External link]
	Jack Dunne
	Heroes[image: External link]



	1978[image: External link]
	Jon Voight †
	Luke Martin
	Coming Home[image: External link]



	Brad Davis[image: External link]
	Billy Hayes[image: External link]
	Midnight Express[image: External link]



	Robert De Niro ‡
	Michael Vronsky
	The Deer Hunter[image: External link]



	Anthony Hopkins
	Corky Withers / "Fats"
	Magic[image: External link]



	Gregory Peck
	Dr. Josef Mengele[image: External link]
	The Boys from Brazil[image: External link]



	1979[image: External link]
	Dustin Hoffman †
	Ted Kramer
	Kramer vs. Kramer[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon ‡
	Jack Godell
	The China Syndrome[image: External link]



	Al Pacino ‡
	Arthur Kirkland
	...And Justice for All[image: External link]



	Jon Voight
	Billy Flynn
	The Champ[image: External link]



	James Woods[image: External link]
	Gregory Powell[image: External link]
	The Onion Field[image: External link]
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 1980s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1980[image: External link]
	Robert De Niro †
	Jake LaMotta[image: External link]
	Raging Bull[image: External link]



	John Hurt ‡
	John Merrick[image: External link]
	The Elephant Man[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon ‡
	Scottie Templeton
	Tribute[image: External link]



	Peter O'Toole ‡
	Eli Cross
	The Stunt Man[image: External link]



	Donald Sutherland
	Calvin Jarrett
	Ordinary People[image: External link]



	1981[image: External link]
	Henry Fonda †
	Norman Thayer
	On Golden Pond[image: External link]



	Warren Beatty ‡
	John Reed[image: External link]
	Reds[image: External link]



	Timothy Hutton[image: External link]
	Brian Moreland
	Taps[image: External link]



	Burt Lancaster ‡
	Lou Pascal
	Atlantic City[image: External link]



	Treat Williams[image: External link]
	Daniel Ciello
	Prince of the City[image: External link]



	1982[image: External link]
	Ben Kingsley †
	Mahatma Gandhi[image: External link]
	Gandhi[image: External link]



	Albert Finney
	George Dunlap
	Shoot the Moon[image: External link]



	Richard Gere
	Zack Mayo
	An Officer and a Gentleman[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon ‡
	Ed Horman
	Missing[image: External link]



	Paul Newman[image: External link] ‡
	Frank Galvin
	The Verdict[image: External link]



	1983[image: External link]
	Tom Courtenay ‡
	Norman
	The Dresser[image: External link]



	Robert Duvall †
	Mac Sledge
	Tender Mercies[image: External link]



	Tom Conti[image: External link] ‡
	Gowan McGland
	Reuben, Reuben[image: External link]



	Richard Farnsworth
	Bill Miner[image: External link]
	The Grey Fox[image: External link]



	Albert Finney ‡
	Sir
	The Dresser[image: External link]



	Al Pacino
	Tony Montana[image: External link]
	Scarface[image: External link]



	Eric Roberts
	Paul Snider[image: External link]
	Star 80[image: External link]



	1984[image: External link]
	F. Murray Abraham †
	Antonio Salieri[image: External link]
	Amadeus[image: External link]



	Jeff Bridges ‡
	Starman ("Scott Hayden")
	Starman[image: External link]



	Albert Finney ‡
	Geoffrey Firmin
	Under the Volcano[image: External link]



	Tom Hulce[image: External link] ‡
	Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart[image: External link]
	Amadeus[image: External link]



	Sam Waterston[image: External link] ‡
	Sydney Schanberg[image: External link]
	The Killing Fields[image: External link]



	1985[image: External link]
	Jon Voight ‡
	Oscar Manheim
	Runaway Train[image: External link]



	Harrison Ford[image: External link] ‡
	John Book
	Witness[image: External link]



	Gene Hackman
	Harry MacKenzie
	Twice in a Lifetime[image: External link]



	William Hurt †
	Luis Molina
	Kiss of the Spider Woman[image: External link]



	Raúl Juliá[image: External link]
	Valentin Arregui



	1986[image: External link]
	Bob Hoskins ‡
	George
	Mona Lisa[image: External link]



	Harrison Ford[image: External link]
	Allie Fox
	The Mosquito Coast[image: External link]



	Dexter Gordon[image: External link] ‡
	Dale Turner
	Round Midnight[image: External link]



	William Hurt ‡
	James Leeds
	Children of a Lesser God[image: External link]



	Jeremy Irons
	Father Gabriel
	The Mission[image: External link]



	Paul Newman[image: External link] †
	Fast Eddie Felson
	The Color of Money[image: External link]



	1987[image: External link]
	Michael Douglas †
	Gordon Gekko[image: External link]
	Wall Street[image: External link]



	John Lone[image: External link]
	Puyi[image: External link]
	The Last Emperor[image: External link]



	Jack Nicholson ‡
	Francis Phelan
	Ironweed[image: External link]



	Nick Nolte
	Lee Umstetter
	Weeds[image: External link]



	Denzel Washington ‡

(nominated for Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor)
	Steve Biko[image: External link]
	Cry Freedom[image: External link]



	1988[image: External link]
	Dustin Hoffman †
	Raymond Babbitt
	Rain Man[image: External link]



	Gene Hackman ‡
	Rupert Anderson
	Mississippi Burning[image: External link]



	Tom Hulce[image: External link]
	Dominick Luciano
	Dominick and Eugene[image: External link]



	Edward James Olmos[image: External link] ‡
	Jaime Escalante[image: External link]
	Stand and Deliver[image: External link]



	Forest Whitaker
	Charlie Parker[image: External link]
	Bird[image: External link]



	1989[image: External link]
	Tom Cruise ‡
	Ron Kovic[image: External link]
	Born on the Fourth of July[image: External link]



	Daniel Day-Lewis †
	Christy Brown[image: External link]
	My Left Foot[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	Jake Tremont
	Dad[image: External link]



	Al Pacino
	Frank Keller
	Sea of Love[image: External link]



	Robin Williams ‡
	John Keating
	Dead Poets Society[image: External link]
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 1990s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1990[image: External link]
	Jeremy Irons †
	Claus von Bülow[image: External link]
	Reversal of Fortune[image: External link]



	Kevin Costner ‡
	Lt. John J. Dunbar / Dances with Wolves
	Dances with Wolves[image: External link]



	Richard Harris ‡
	Bull McCabe
	The Field[image: External link]



	Al Pacino
	Michael Corleone[image: External link]
	The Godfather Part III[image: External link]



	Robin Williams
	Dr. Malcolm Sayer
	Awakenings[image: External link]



	1991[image: External link]
	Nick Nolte ‡
	Tom Wingo
	The Prince of Tides[image: External link]



	Warren Beatty ‡
	Bugsy Siegel[image: External link]
	Bugsy[image: External link]



	Kevin Costner
	Jim Garrison[image: External link]
	JFK[image: External link]



	Robert De Niro ‡
	Max Cady[image: External link]
	Cape Fear[image: External link]



	Anthony Hopkins †
	Dr. Hannibal Lecter[image: External link]
	The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link]



	1992[image: External link]
	Al Pacino †
	Lieutenant Colonel Frank Slade
	Scent of a Woman[image: External link]



	Tom Cruise
	Lt. Daniel Kaffee, USN, JAG Corps
	A Few Good Men[image: External link]



	Robert Downey Jr. ‡
	Charlie Chaplin[image: External link]
	Chaplin[image: External link]



	Jack Nicholson
	Jimmy Hoffa[image: External link]
	Hoffa[image: External link]



	Denzel Washington ‡
	Malcolm X[image: External link]
	Malcolm X[image: External link]



	1993[image: External link]
	Tom Hanks †
	Andrew Beckett
	Philadelphia[image: External link]



	Daniel Day-Lewis ‡
	Gerry Conlon[image: External link]
	In the Name of the Father[image: External link]



	Harrison Ford[image: External link]
	Dr. Richard Kimble
	The Fugitive[image: External link]



	Anthony Hopkins ‡
	James Stevens
	The Remains of the Day[image: External link]



	Liam Neeson[image: External link] ‡
	Oskar Schindler[image: External link]
	Schindler's List[image: External link]



	1994[image: External link]
	Tom Hanks †
	Forrest Gump[image: External link]
	Forrest Gump[image: External link]



	Morgan Freeman ‡
	Ellis Boyd "Red" Redding
	The Shawshank Redemption[image: External link]



	Paul Newman[image: External link] ‡
	Donald "Sully" Sullivan
	Nobody's Fool[image: External link]



	Brad Pitt
	Tristan Ludlow
	Legends of the Fall[image: External link]



	John Travolta ‡
	Vincent Vega
	Pulp Fiction[image: External link]



	1995[image: External link]
	Nicolas Cage †
	Ben Sanderson
	Leaving Las Vegas[image: External link]



	Richard Dreyfuss ‡
	Glenn Holland
	Mr. Holland's Opus[image: External link]



	Anthony Hopkins ‡
	Richard Nixon[image: External link]
	Nixon[image: External link]



	Ian McKellen[image: External link]
	King Richard III[image: External link]
	Richard III[image: External link]



	Sean Penn ‡
	Matthew Poncelet
	Dead Man Walking[image: External link]



	1996[image: External link]
	Geoffrey Rush †
	David Helfgott[image: External link]
	Shine[image: External link]



	Ralph Fiennes[image: External link] ‡
	László de Almásy[image: External link]
	The English Patient[image: External link]



	Mel Gibson
	Tom Mullen
	Ransom[image: External link]



	Woody Harrelson ‡
	Larry Flynt[image: External link]
	The People vs. Larry Flynt[image: External link]



	Liam Neeson[image: External link]
	Michael Collins[image: External link]
	Michael Collins[image: External link]



	1997[image: External link]
	Peter Fonda ‡
	Ulee Jackson
	Ulee's Gold[image: External link]



	Matt Damon ‡
	Will Hunting
	Good Will Hunting[image: External link]



	Daniel Day-Lewis
	Danny Flynn
	The Boxer[image: External link]



	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Jack Dawson
	Titanic



	Djimon Hounsou
	Joseph Cinqué
	Amistad[image: External link]



	1998[image: External link]
	Jim Carrey §
	Truman Burbank
	The Truman Show[image: External link]



	Stephen Fry[image: External link]
	Oscar Wilde[image: External link]
	Wilde[image: External link]



	Tom Hanks ‡
	Captain John H. Miller
	Saving Private Ryan[image: External link]



	Ian McKellen[image: External link] ‡
	James Whale[image: External link]
	Gods and Monsters[image: External link]



	Nick Nolte ‡
	Wade Whitehouse
	Affliction[image: External link]



	1999[image: External link]
	Denzel Washington ‡
	Rubin "Hurricane" Carter[image: External link]
	The Hurricane[image: External link]



	Russell Crowe[image: External link] ‡
	Jeffrey Wigand[image: External link]
	The Insider



	Matt Damon
	Tom Ripley
	The Talented Mr. Ripley[image: External link]



	Richard Farnsworth ‡
	Alvin Straight[image: External link]
	The Straight Story[image: External link]



	Kevin Spacey †
	Lester Burnham
	American Beauty[image: External link]
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 2000s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	2000[image: External link][1]
	Tom Hanks ‡
	Chuck Noland
	Cast Away[image: External link]



	Javier Bardem ‡
	Reinaldo Arenas[image: External link]
	Before Night Falls[image: External link]



	Russell Crowe[image: External link] †
	Maximus Decimus Meridius
	Gladiator[image: External link]



	Michael Douglas
	Grady Tripp
	Wonder Boys[image: External link]



	Geoffrey Rush ‡
	Marquis de Sade[image: External link]
	Quills[image: External link]



	2001[image: External link]
	Russell Crowe[image: External link] ‡
	John Nash[image: External link]
	A Beautiful Mind[image: External link]



	Will Smith ‡
	Muhammad Ali[image: External link]
	Ali



	Kevin Spacey
	Quoyle
	The Shipping News[image: External link]



	Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link]
	Ed Crane
	The Man Who Wasn't There[image: External link]



	Denzel Washington †
	Detective Alonzo Harris[image: External link]
	Training Day[image: External link]



	2002[image: External link]
	Jack Nicholson ‡
	Warren R. Schmidt
	About Schmidt[image: External link]



	Adrien Brody †
	Władysław Szpilman[image: External link]
	The Pianist[image: External link]



	Michael Caine ‡
	Thomas Fowler
	The Quiet American[image: External link]



	Daniel Day-Lewis ‡
	William "Bill the Butcher" Cutting[image: External link]
	Gangs of New York



	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Frank Abagnale, Jr.
	Catch Me If You Can



	2003[image: External link]
	Sean Penn †
	Jimmy Markum
	Mystic River[image: External link]



	Russell Crowe[image: External link]
	Captain Jack Aubrey[image: External link]
	Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World[image: External link]



	Tom Cruise
	Captain Nathan Algren
	The Last Samurai[image: External link]



	Ben Kingsley ‡
	Massoud Behrani
	House of Sand and Fog[image: External link]



	Jude Law[image: External link] ‡
	W. P. Inman
	Cold Mountain[image: External link]



	2004[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio ‡
	Howard Hughes
	The Aviator



	Javier Bardem
	Ramón Sampedro[image: External link]
	The Sea Inside[image: External link]



	Don Cheadle ‡
	Paul Rusesabagina[image: External link]
	Hotel Rwanda[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp ‡
	J. M. Barrie[image: External link]
	Finding Neverland[image: External link]



	Liam Neeson[image: External link]
	Alfred Kinsey[image: External link]
	Kinsey[image: External link]



	2005[image: External link]
	Philip Seymour Hoffman †
	Truman Capote[image: External link]
	Capote[image: External link]



	Russell Crowe[image: External link]
	James J. Braddock[image: External link]
	Cinderella Man[image: External link]



	Terrence Howard ‡
	DJay
	Hustle & Flow[image: External link]



	Heath Ledger[image: External link] ‡
	Ennis Del Mar[image: External link]
	Brokeback Mountain[image: External link]



	David Strathairn[image: External link] ‡
	Edward R. Murrow[image: External link]
	Good Night, and Good Luck[image: External link].



	2006[image: External link]
	Forest Whitaker †
	Idi Amin[image: External link]
	The Last King of Scotland[image: External link]



	Leonardo DiCaprio ‡
	Danny Archer
	Blood Diamond



	Leonardo DiCaprio
	William "Billy" Costigan, Jr.
	The Departed



	Peter O'Toole ‡
	Maurice Russell
	Venus[image: External link]



	Will Smith ‡
	Chris Gardner[image: External link]
	The Pursuit of Happyness[image: External link]



	2007[image: External link]
	Daniel Day-Lewis †
	Daniel Plainview
	There Will Be Blood[image: External link]



	George Clooney ‡
	Michael Clayton
	Michael Clayton[image: External link]



	James McAvoy[image: External link]
	Robbie Turner
	Atonement[image: External link]



	Viggo Mortensen ‡
	Nikolai Luzhin
	Eastern Promises[image: External link]



	Denzel Washington
	Frank Lucas[image: External link]
	American Gangster[image: External link]



	2008[image: External link]
	Mickey Rourke ‡
	Randy "The Ram" Robinson
	The Wrestler[image: External link]



	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Frank Wheeler
	Revolutionary Road



	Frank Langella ‡
	Richard Nixon[image: External link]
	Frost/Nixon[image: External link]



	Sean Penn †
	Harvey Milk[image: External link]
	Milk[image: External link]



	Brad Pitt ‡
	Benjamin Button
	The Curious Case of Benjamin Button[image: External link]



	2009[image: External link]
	Jeff Bridges †
	Otis "Bad" Blake
	Crazy Heart[image: External link]



	George Clooney ‡
	Ryan Bingham
	Up in the Air[image: External link]



	Colin Firth ‡
	George Falconer
	A Single Man[image: External link]



	Morgan Freeman ‡
	Nelson Mandela[image: External link]
	Invictus[image: External link]



	Tobey Maguire
	Captain Sam Cahill
	Brothers[image: External link]
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 2010s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	2010[image: External link]
	Colin Firth †
	King George VI[image: External link]
	The King's Speech[image: External link]



	Jesse Eisenberg ‡
	Mark Zuckerberg[image: External link]
	The Social Network[image: External link]



	James Franco[image: External link] ‡
	Aron Ralston[image: External link]
	127 Hours[image: External link]



	Ryan Gosling
	Dean Pereira
	Blue Valentine[image: External link]



	Mark Wahlberg
	Micky Ward[image: External link]
	The Fighter[image: External link]



	2011[image: External link]
	George Clooney ‡
	Matt King
	The Descendants[image: External link]



	Leonardo DiCaprio
	J. Edgar Hoover
	J. Edgar



	Michael Fassbender[image: External link]
	Brandon Sullivan
	Shame[image: External link]



	Ryan Gosling
	Stephen Meyers
	The Ides of March[image: External link]



	Brad Pitt ‡
	Billy Beane[image: External link]
	Moneyball[image: External link]



	2012[image: External link]
	Daniel Day-Lewis †
	Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]
	Lincoln[image: External link]



	Richard Gere
	Robert Miller
	Arbitrage[image: External link]



	John Hawkes[image: External link]
	Mark O'Brien[image: External link]
	The Sessions[image: External link]



	Joaquin Phoenix ‡
	Freddie Quell
	The Master[image: External link]



	Denzel Washington ‡
	William "Whip" Whitaker, Sr.
	Flight[image: External link]



	2013[image: External link]
	Matthew McConaughey †
	Ron Woodroof[image: External link]
	Dallas Buyers Club[image: External link]



	Chiwetel Ejiofor ‡
	Solomon Northup[image: External link]
	12 Years a Slave[image: External link]



	Idris Elba[image: External link]
	Nelson Mandela[image: External link]
	Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom[image: External link]



	Tom Hanks
	Captain Richard Phillips[image: External link]
	Captain Phillips[image: External link]



	Robert Redford
	Our Man
	All Is Lost[image: External link]



	2014[image: External link]
	Eddie Redmayne †
	Stephen Hawking[image: External link]
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]



	Steve Carell[image: External link] ‡
	John Eleuthère du Pont[image: External link]
	Foxcatcher[image: External link]



	Benedict Cumberbatch[image: External link] ‡
	Alan Turing[image: External link]
	The Imitation Game[image: External link]



	Jake Gyllenhaal
	Louis "Lou" Bloom
	Nightcrawler[image: External link]



	David Oyelowo
	Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link]
	Selma[image: External link]



	2015[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio †
	Hugh Glass
	The Revenant



	Bryan Cranston[image: External link] ‡
	Dalton Trumbo[image: External link]
	Trumbo[image: External link]



	Michael Fassbender[image: External link] ‡
	Steve Jobs[image: External link]
	Steve Jobs[image: External link]



	Eddie Redmayne ‡
	Lili Elbe[image: External link]
	The Danish Girl[image: External link]



	Will Smith
	Dr. Bennet Omalu[image: External link]
	Concussion[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	Casey Affleck †
	Lee Chandler
	Manchester by the Sea[image: External link]



	Joel Edgerton[image: External link]
	Richard Loving[image: External link]
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	Denzel Washington ‡
	Troy Maxson
	Fences[image: External link]
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 Multiple nominations







	

	10 nominations




	Al Pacino




	8 nominations




	Leonardo DiCaprio

	Jack Nicholson
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	Paul Newman[image: External link]

	Denzel Washington




	6 nominations




	Daniel Day-Lewis

	Jack Lemmon




	5 nominations




	Richard Burton

	Russel Crowe[image: External link]

	Gene Hackman

	Tom Hanks

	Dustin Hoffman

	Peter O'Toole

	Gregory Peck

	Sidney Poitier

	Jon Voight




	4 nominations




	Warren Beatty

	Marlon Brando

	Robert De Niro

	Anthony Hopkins

	Burt Lancaster

	Spencer Tracy




	3 nominations




	Michael Caine

	George Clooney

	Tom Cruise

	Albert Finney

	Harrison Ford[image: External link]

	Fredric March

	Steve McQueen[image: External link]

	Liam Neeson[image: External link]

	Nick Nolte

	Laurence Olivier

	Sean Penn

	Brad Pitt

	George C. Scott

	Will Smith
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	Alan Arkin[image: External link]

	Alan Bates[image: External link]

	Javier Bardem

	Jeff Bridges

	Gary Cooper

	Kevin Costner

	Tony Curtis[image: External link]

	Matt Damon

	Kirk Douglas[image: External link]

	Michael Douglas

	Richard Farnsworth

	Michael Fassbender[image: External link]

	Peter Finch

	Colin Firth

	Henry Fonda

	Morgan Freeman

	Richard Gere

	Ryan Gosling

	Rex Harrison

	Charlton Heston

	Tom Hulce[image: External link]

	William Hurt

	Jeremy Irons

	Ben Kingsley

	Ian McKellen[image: External link]

	Ray Milland

	Viggo Mortensen

	Anthony Quinn[image: External link]

	Eddie Redmayne

	Geoffrey Rush

	Maximilian Schell

	Kevin Spacey

	Rod Steiger

	Forest Whitaker

	Robin Williams
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 Multiple winners





	3 wins




	Tom Hanks (2 consecutive)

	Jack Nicholson (2 consecutive)




	2 wins




	Marlon Brando

	Daniel Day-Lewis

	Leonardo DiCaprio

	Dustin Hoffman

	Peter O'Toole

	Al Pacino

	Gregory Peck

	Jon Voight
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	Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Actor

	Independent Spirit Award for Best Male Lead[image: External link]

	BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role

	Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy

	Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role
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Jordan Belfort






Jordan Ross Belfort (/'belfo:rt /[image: External link]; born July 9, 1962) is an American author, motivational speaker, and former stockbroker[image: External link]. In 1999, he pleaded guilty to fraud and related crimes in connection with stock-market manipulation[image: External link] and running a boiler room[image: External link] as part of a penny-stock scam[image: External link]. Belfort spent 22 months in prison as part of an agreement under which he gave testimony against numerous partners and subordinates in his fraud scheme.[5] He published the memoir The Wolf of Wall Street[image: External link] which was adapted into a film and released in 2013. The film was directed by Martin Scorsese and starred Leonardo DiCaprio as Belfort.



TOP
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 Early life




Belfort was born in 1962 in the Bronx[image: External link][3] borough of New York City to a Jewish family.[6][7][8] His parents Leah and Max Belfort are both accountants. He was raised in Bayside, Queens[image: External link].[1][9][10][11][12] Between completing high school and starting college, Belfort and his close childhood friend Elliot Loewenstern earned $20,000 selling Italian ice[image: External link] from styrofoam coolers to people at a local beach.[13] Belfort went on to graduate from American University[image: External link] with a degree in biology.[11][14] Belfort planned on using the money earned with Loewenstern to pay for dental school,[15] and he enrolled at the University of Maryland School of Dentistry[image: External link], the oldest dental school in the United States; however, he left after the dean of the school said to him on his first day at the college: "The golden age of dentistry is over. If you’re here simply because you’re looking to make a lot of money, you’re in the wrong place."[16][17]
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 Stock trading career
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 Early ventures




Belfort became a door-to-door meat and seafood salesman on Long Island[image: External link], New York.[14] He claims in interviews and his memoirs that the business was an initial success; he grew his meat-selling business to employ several workers and sold 5,000 pounds (2,300 kilograms) of beef and fish a week.[14] However, the business ultimately failed, as he filed for bankruptcy at 25.[14] According to his memoirs and interviews, a family friend helped him find a job as a trainee stockbroker at L.F. Rothschild[image: External link].[18] Belfort says he was laid off after that firm experienced financial difficulties related to the Black Monday[image: External link] stock market crash of 1987.[16][19][20]
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 Stratton Oakmont




Belfort founded Stratton Oakmont[image: External link] as a franchise of Stratton Securities, then later bought out the original founder.[19] Stratton Oakmont functioned as a boiler room that marketed penny stocks[image: External link] and defrauded investors with the "pump and dump[image: External link]" type of stock sales.[21] During his years at Stratton, Belfort developed a lifestyle that consisted of lavish parties and intensive recreational use of drugs, especially methaqualone[image: External link]—sold to him under the brand name "Quaalude"—that resulted in an addiction.[1][22] Stratton Oakmont at one point employed over 1,000 stock brokers and was involved in stock issues totaling more than US$[image: External link]1 billion, including being behind the initial public offering[image: External link] for footwear company Steve Madden Ltd[image: External link]. The firm was targeted by law enforcement officials throughout nearly its entire history, and its notoriety inspired the film Boiler Room[image: External link] (2000),[23] as well as the 2013 biopic The Wolf of Wall Street.

The National Association of Securities Dealers[image: External link] (now the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority) began pursuing disciplinary actions against Stratton Oakmont in 1989, culminating in its permanent shutdown in 1996.[24] Belfort was then indicted for securities fraud[image: External link] and money laundering[image: External link].[25][26]

Belfort served 22 months of a four-year sentence at the Taft Correctional Institution[image: External link] in Taft, California[image: External link] in exchange for a plea deal[image: External link] with the Federal Bureau of Investigation for the pump-and-dump scams which he ran that led to investor losses of approximately US$200 million.[1][27] Belfort was ordered to pay back $110.4 million that he swindled from stock buyers.[28] Belfort shared a cell with Tommy Chong[image: External link] while serving his sentence, and Chong encouraged him to write about his experiences as a stockbroker.[29] The pair remained friends after their release from prison,[29] with Belfort crediting Chong for his new career direction as a motivational speaker and writer.[30] At a motivational talk that he delivered in Dubai, United Arab Emirates (UAE) on May 19, 2014, Belfort stated to the audience:


I got greedy.... Greed is not good. Ambition is good, passion is good. Passion prospers. My goal is to give more than I get, that’s a sustainable form of success.... Ninety-five percent of the business was legitimate.... It was all brokerage firm issues. It was all legitimate, nothing to do with liquidating stocks.[26]



Federal prosecutors and SEC officials involved in the case, however, have said, "Stratton Oakmont was not a real Wall Street firm, either literally or figuratively."[31][32]
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 Restitution




Belfort’s restitution agreement required him to pay 50% of his income towards restitution to the 1,513 clients whom he defrauded until 2009, with a total of $110 million in restitution further mandated. About $10 million of the $11.6 million (USD) that had been recovered by Belfort's victims as of 2013 was the result of the sale of forfeited properties.[33]

In October 2013, federal prosecutors filed a complaint against Belfort. Several days later, the U.S. government withdrew its motion to find Belfort in default of his payments, after his lawyers argued that he had only been responsible for paying 50% of his salary to restitution up until 2009, and not since. The restitution which he paid during his parole period (since departing from prison) amounted to "$382,910 in 2007, $148,799 in 2008, and $170,000 in 2009." Following this period, Belfort began negotiating a restitution payment plan with the U.S. government.[34] The final deal that Belfort made with the government was to pay a minimum of $10,000 per month for life towards the restitution, after a judge ruled that Belfort was not required to pay 50% of his income past the end of his parole. He has claimed that he is additionally putting the profits from his U.S. public speaking engagements and media royalties towards the restitution, in addition to the $10,000 per month.[35]

Prosecutors also said that he had fled to Australia to avoid taxes and conceal his assets from his victims,[36] but later recanted their statement, which had been given to the Wall Street Journal[image: External link],[37] by issuing Belfort an official apology and requesting that the Wall Street Journal print a retraction.[38] Belfort also claimed on his website and elsewhere that he intended to request that "100% of the royalties" from his books and The Wolf of Wall Street film be turned over to victims. In June 2014, spokesmen for the U.S. attorney said that Belfort's claim was "not factual",[39] claiming that he had received money from the initial sale of the movie rights that was not entirely put towards his restitution repayment.[37] BusinessWeek reported that Belfort had paid only $21,000 toward his restitution obligations out of approximately $1.2 million paid to him in connection with the film before its release.[40] Belfort has stated that he offered to put 100% of his book deal money towards his restitution but that the government refused the offer.[41][42]
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 Writing




Belfort wrote the two memoirs The Wolf of Wall Street[image: External link] and Catching the Wolf of Wall Street[image: External link] which have been published in approximately 40 countries and translated into 18 languages.[5] A movie based on his books opened in 2013 starring DiCaprio as Belfort, Jonah Hill[image: External link], and Margot Robbie[image: External link]; the film was written by Terence Winter[image: External link] and directed by Martin Scorsese.[43][44] He wrote his first book in the days following his release from prison (after a false start during his sentence, when he wrote and destroyed 130 initial pages). He received a $500,000 advance from Random House, and before its release, a bidding war began for the book’s film rights.[30] The former Assistant United States Attorney who prosecuted Belfort has said that he believes that some of the details in Belfort's book may have been "invented".[32]
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 Film adaptation




Filming of Scorsese's adaptation of Belfort's memoirs began in August 2012, and the film was released on December 25, 2013.[44][45] Time magazine reported that many of the escapades depicted in the film are consistent with Belfort's memoirs and what was written about him in Forbes articles, although some of the Forbes-related content was embellished.[43] Belfort was portrayed by Leonardo DiCaprio, who won the Golden Globe for Best Actor and was nominated for an Oscar for Best Actor[image: External link] for his performance.
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The Wolf of Wall Street[image: External link] (Bantam, 2007) ISBN 978-0553805468[image: External link][46]


	
Catching the Wolf of Wall Street: More Incredible True Stories of Fortunes, Schemes, Parties, and Prison[image: External link] (Bantam, 2009) ISBN 978-0553807042[image: External link][47]
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 Motivational speaking




Belfort has given motivational speeches.[5][34] This has included a tour of live seminars in Australia entitled "The Truth Behind His Success", in addition to other appearances. In a 60 Minutes interview regarding his new career, Belfort stated of his previous life that his "greatest regret is losing people money" and, at one point in the interview, he stormed off the set when the interviewer asked if his current financial dealings were legitimate.[48] He also runs sales seminars entitled "Jordan Belfort's Straight Line Sales Psychology".[49] When he first began speaking, he focused largely on motivation and ethics, then moved his focus to sales skills and entrepreneurship.[30]

His speaking engagements are run through his business Global Motivation Inc. and, as of 2014, Belfort was spending three weeks out of each month on the road for speaking engagements. The main theme of his speeches includes the importance of business ethics and learning from the mistakes that he made during the 1990s—such as believing that he was justified in skirting the rules of financial regulators simply because it was a common thing to do.[35] His per-engagement speaking fees have been about $30,000-$75,000 and his per sales seminar fee can be $80,000 or more. The main subject matter of his seminars is what he has called "Straight Line System", a system of sales advice.[30][49] Some reviewers have reacted negatively to the content of the speeches, specifically Belfort’s recounting of stories from the 1990s.[50]
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 Personal life




During his time running the Stratton Oakmont business, Belfort divorced his first wife Denise Lombardo. He later married Nadine Caridi, a British-born, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn[image: External link]-raised model whom he met at a party. He had two children with her. Belfort and Caridi ultimately became separated following her claims of domestic violence which were fueled by his problems with drug addiction and affairs with other women. They divorced in 2005.[51][52]

Belfort was the final owner of the luxury yacht Nadine which was originally built for Coco Chanel[image: External link] in 1961. It was renamed after Caridi. In June 1996, the yacht sank off the east coast of Sardinia[image: External link][53] and frogmen from Italian Navy special forces[image: External link] unit COMSUBIN[image: External link] rescued all who were aboard the vessel. Belfort said that he insisted on sailing out in high winds against the advice of his captain, resulting in the sinking of the vessel when waves smashed the foredeck hatch.[54][55][56]

As of 2015, Belfort is engaged to his long-time partner Anne Koppe.[57]

Belfort is also an avid tennis player.[30]
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The Wolf of Wall Street (2013 film)






The Wolf of Wall Street is a 2013 American biographical black comedy[image: External link][4] crime film directed by Martin Scorsese. The screenplay by Terence Winter[image: External link] is adapted from the memoir of the same name[image: External link] by Jordan Belfort and recounts Belfort's perspective on his career as a stockbroker in New York City and how his firm Stratton Oakmont[image: External link] engaged in rampant corruption and fraud on Wall Street[image: External link] that ultimately led to his downfall. Leonardo DiCaprio (who also co-produced the film) stars as Belfort, with Jonah Hill[image: External link] as his business partner and friend Donnie Azoff, Margot Robbie[image: External link] as his second wife Naomi Lapaglia and Kyle Chandler[image: External link] as Patrick Denham, the FBI agent who tries to bring him down. Matthew McConaughey, Rob Reiner[image: External link], Jon Favreau[image: External link], Joanna Lumley[image: External link] and Jean Dujardin are also featured. The film marks the director's fifth collaboration with DiCaprio, after Gangs of New York (2002), The Aviator (2004), The Departed (2006) and Shutter Island (2010), as well as his second collaboration with Winter after the television series Boardwalk Empire[image: External link] (2010–14).

The Wolf of Wall Street premiered in New York City on December 17, 2013 and was released theatrically on December 25, 2013 in the United States, distributed by Paramount Pictures[image: External link]. The film was the first to be released entirely through digital distribution[image: External link]. It was a major commercial success, grossing more than $392 million worldwide during its original theatrical run to become Scorsese's highest-grossing movie and the 17th-highest-grossing film of 2013.[5] The film was controversial for its morally ambiguous depiction of events, explicit sexual content, profanity, depiction of hard drug use and the use of animals[image: External link] during production. The film also caused controversy due to revelations that it was financed by illegally obtained funds from 1Malaysia Development Berhad[image: External link] (1MDB).[3]

The film received mostly positive reviews from critics, with praise for Scorsese's direction, the comedic performance of DiCaprio and the fast-paced and consistent humor. The film was nominated for several awards[image: External link] including five nominations at the 86th Academy Awards ceremony[image: External link]: Best Picture[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link] for Scorsese, Best Writing (Adapted Screenplay)[image: External link] for Winter and Best Actor[image: External link] and Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] nominations for DiCaprio and Hill, respectively. The film did not win in any category, although DiCaprio did win Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link] at the 71st Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], where the film was also nominated for Best Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link]. It was also recognized by numerous other awards ceremonies, as well as guilds and critics' associations.

The word " fuck[image: External link]" and its numerous conjugations are said between 506 and 569 times, making this the film with the most uses of the word[image: External link] in a mainstream, non-documentary film.



TOP
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 Plot




In 1987, Jordan Belfort procures a job as a Wall Street stockbroker for L.F. Rothschild[image: External link], employed under Mark Hanna, who quickly entices him with the sex- and drugs-fueled stockbroker culture and teaches him that a stockbroker's only job is to make money for himself. Jordan soon finds his career terminated following Black Monday[image: External link] and takes a job at a boiler room brokerage firm[image: External link] on Long Island that specializes in penny stocks[image: External link]. Thanks to his aggressive pitching style and the high commissions, Jordan makes a small fortune.

Jordan befriends his neighbor, Donnie Azoff, and the two found their own company. They recruit several of Jordan's friends, whom Jordan trains in the art of the "hard sell". The basic method of the firm is a pump and dump[image: External link] scam. To cloak this, Jordan gives the firm the respectable-sounding name of Stratton Oakmont[image: External link]. After an exposé in Forbes, hundreds of ambitious young financiers flock to his company. Jordan becomes immensely successful and slides into a decadent lifestyle full of prostitutes and drugs. He has an affair with a woman named Naomi Lapaglia. When his wife finds out, they divorce, and he marries Naomi. Meanwhile, the SEC[image: External link] and the FBI begin investigating Stratton Oakmont. Jordan illegally makes $22 million in three hours upon securing the IPO[image: External link] of Steve Madden[image: External link]. This brings him and his firm to the attention of the FBI. To hide his money, Jordan opens a Swiss bank account[image: External link] with corrupt banker Jean-Jacques Saurel in the name of Naomi's Aunt Emma, who is a British national and thus outside the reach of American authorities. He uses the wife and in-laws of his friend Brad Bodnick, who have European passports, to smuggle the cash into Switzerland.

Donnie gets into a public brawl with Brad, and, while Donnie escapes, Brad is arrested. Jordan also learns from his private investigator that the FBI is wiretapping his phones. Fearing for his son, Jordan's father advises him to leave Stratton Oakmont and lie low while Jordan's lawyer negotiates a deal to keep him out of prison. Jordan, however, cannot bear to quit and talks himself into staying in the middle of his farewell speech. Jordan, Donnie, and their wives are on a yacht trip to Italy when they learn that Aunt Emma has died of a heart attack. Jordan decides to travel to Switzerland immediately to settle the bank account. In order to bypass border controls, he forces his yacht captain to sail to Monaco, but the ship is capsized in a storm. After their rescue, the plane sent to take them to Geneva is destroyed when a seagull flies into the engine. Jordan takes this as a sign from God and decides to sober up.

Two years later, the FBI arrests Jordan because Saurel, arrested in Florida on an unrelated charge, has also informed on Jordan. Since the evidence against him is overwhelming, Jordan agrees to gather evidence on his colleagues in exchange for leniency. Fed up with Jordan's lifestyle, Naomi tells Jordan she is divorcing him and wants full custody of their children. Jordan loses his mind and tries to run off with Skylar in his car, but he ends up crashing in the driveway. The next morning, Jordan wears a wire to work but slips a note to Donnie warning him. The FBI discovers the note, and Jordan is arrested for breaching his cooperation deal. The FBI raids and shuts down Stratton Oakmont. Despite this one breach, Jordan receives a reduced sentence for his testimony and serves three years in a minimum security prison. After his release, Jordan makes a living hosting seminars on sales technique.
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 Cast






	
Leonardo DiCaprio as Jordan Belfort


	
Jonah Hill[image: External link] as Donnie Azoff

	
Margot Robbie[image: External link] as Naomi Lapaglia

	
Matthew McConaughey as Mark Hanna

	
Kyle Chandler[image: External link] as Patrick Denham

	
Rob Reiner[image: External link] as Max Belfort

	
Jon Bernthal[image: External link] as Brad Bodnick

	
Jon Favreau[image: External link] as Manny Riskin

	
Jean Dujardin as Jean-Jacques Saurel

	
Joanna Lumley[image: External link] as Aunt Emma

	
Cristin Milioti[image: External link] as Teresa Petrillo

	
Christine Ebersole[image: External link] as Leah Belfort

	
Shea Whigham[image: External link] as Captain Ted Beecham

	
Katarina Čas[image: External link] as Chantalle Bodnick

	
P. J. Byrne[image: External link] as Nicky Koskoff

	
Kenneth Choi[image: External link] as Chester Ming

	
Brian Sacca[image: External link] as Robbie Feinberg

	
Henry Zebrowski[image: External link] as Alden Kupferberg

	
Ethan Suplee[image: External link] as Toby Welch

	
Jake Hoffman[image: External link] as Steve Madden[image: External link]


	
Mackenzie Meehan[image: External link] as Hildy Azoff

	
Bo Dietl[image: External link] as Himself
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In 2007, Leonardo DiCaprio/Warner Bros.[image: External link] won a bidding war against Brad Pitt/Paramount Pictures[image: External link] for the rights to Jordan Belfort's memoir The Wolf of Wall Street, and Martin Scorsese was considered to direct the film.[6][7] During pre-production, Scorsese worked on the film's script before working on Shutter Island. He describes having "wasted five months of [his] life" without getting a green light[image: External link] on production dates by the Warner Bros. studio.[8] Jordan Belfort made $1 million on the movie rights.[9]

In 2010, Warner Bros. had offered Ridley Scott to direct the film, with Leonardo DiCaprio playing the male lead,[10] but the studio eventually dumped the project.[11]

In 2012, a green light was given by the independent company[image: External link] Red Granite Pictures[image: External link] allowing no restrictions to the content development. Scorsese knew that there were no limits to the content that he would produce and therefore came back on board, resulting in an R rating[image: External link].[12] Red Granite Pictures also asked Paramount Pictures[image: External link] to distribute the film;[13] Paramount Pictures[image: External link] agreed to distribute the film in North America and Japan, but passed on the rest of the international market.[14]

In the film, most of the real-life characters' names have been changed from Belfort's original memoir. Donnie Azoff is based on Danny Porush[image: External link]. The name was changed after Porush threatened to sue the filmmakers. Porush maintains that much of the film was fictional and that Donnie Azoff was not in fact an accurate depiction of him.[15][16][17] The FBI agent known as Patrick Denham is the stand-in for real-life Gregory Coleman,[18] and lawyer Manny Riskin is based on Ira Sorkin[image: External link].[19] Belfort's first wife Denise Lombardo is renamed Teresa Petrillo, while second wife Nadine Caridi became Naomi Lapaglia on-screen. In contrast, Mark Hanna's name remains the same as the LF Rothschild stockbroker who, like Belfort, was convicted of fraud and served time in prison.[20][21] Belfort's parents Max and Leah Belfort's names remained the same for the film.[22] The role of Aunt Emma was initially offered to Julie Andrews[image: External link], who refused it as she was recovering from an ankle injury, and she was replaced by Joanna Lumley[image: External link].[23]

In January 2014, Jonah Hill[image: External link] revealed in an interview with Howard Stern[image: External link] that he made only $60,000 on the film (the lowest possible SAG-AFTRA[image: External link] rate for his amount of work), while his co-star Leonardo DiCaprio (who also produced) received $10 million. Hill didn't care about his settlement though, and wanted to play Donnie Azoff so badly that he was willing to do whatever it took to get the part as it was his dream to be in a Scorsese film.[24][25][26][27]
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 Filming




Filming[image: External link] began on August 8, 2012, in New York.[28] Jonah Hill[image: External link] announced that his first day of shooting was September 4, 2012.[29] Filming also took place in Closter, New Jersey[image: External link][30] and Harrison, New York[image: External link]. In January 2013, additional scenes were shot at a set built in an abandoned office building in Ardsley, New York[image: External link]. Scenes at the beach house were filmed in Sands Point, New York[image: External link].[31]

Scorsese's longtime editor Thelma Schoonmaker[image: External link] stated that the film would be shot digitally[image: External link] instead of on film[image: External link].[32] Scorsese had been a proponent of shooting on film but decided to shoot Hugo[image: External link] digitally because it was being photographed in 3D[image: External link]; however, The Wolf of Wall Street was originally planned to be shot digitally despite being filmed in 2D.[33] Schoonmaker expressed her disappointment with the decision: "It would appear that we've lost the battle[image: External link]. I think Marty just feels it's unfortunately over, and there's been no bigger champion of film than him."[32] After extensive comparison tests during pre-production, eventually the majority of the film was shot on film stock while scenes that used green screen[image: External link] effects or low light were shot with the digital Arri Alexa[image: External link].[33] The film contains 400–450 VFX[image: External link] shots.[34]
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The Wolf of Wall Street uses animals including a chimpanzee, a lion, a snake, a fish, and dogs.[35] The chimpanzee and the lion were provided by the Big Cat Habitat wildlife sanctuary in Sarasota County, Florida[image: External link]. The four-year-old chimpanzee Chance spent time with actor Leonardo DiCaprio and learned to roller skate over the course of three weeks. The sanctuary also provided a lion named Handsome because the film's trading company used a lion for its symbol.[36] Danny Porush[image: External link] was Jordan Belfort's real-life partner, and he denied there being any animals in the office.[37]

In December 2013, before the film's premiere, the organization Friends of Animals[image: External link] criticized the use of the chimpanzee and organized a boycott of the film. Variety reported, "Friends of Animals thinks the chimp ... suffered irreversible psychological damage after being forced to act."[38] The Guardian said, "Criticism of The Wolf of Wall Street's use of a chimpanzee arrives as Hollywood comes under ever-increasing scrutiny for its employment of animals on screen," referring to a November 2013 report in The Hollywood Reporter that was critical of the American Humane Association[image: External link]'s treatment of animals in films.[37] PETA[image: External link] also launched a campaign to highlight mistreatment of ape "actors" and to petition for DiCaprio not to work with great apes.[39]
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 Release




The Wolf of Wall Street premiered at the Ziegfeld Theatre[image: External link] in New York City on December 17, 2013,[40] followed by a wide release on December 25, 2013. It was previously slated to be released on November 15, 2013, but the date was pushed back after film cuts were made to reduce the run time.[41] On October 22, 2013, it was reported that the film was set for a Christmas 2013 release.[42] Paramount officially confirmed the Christmas Day 2013 release date on October 29, 2013, with a running time of 165 minutes.[7][43] On November 25, 2013, the length was announced to be 179 minutes.[44] It was officially rated R for "sequences of strong sexual content, graphic nudity, drug use and language throughout, and for some violence".[45] Scorsese had to edit sexual content and nudity to avoid an NC-17[image: External link] rating.[46] By different counts, the film contains between 506 and 569 uses of the word "fuck",[47][48] and currently holds the record for the most uses of the word in a mainstream non-documentary film[image: External link].[49][50][51]

The film is banned in Malaysia[image: External link], Nepal[image: External link], Zimbabwe[image: External link], and Kenya[image: External link] because of its scenes depicting sex, drugs and excessive use of swear words, and additional scenes have been cut in the versions playing in India[image: External link]. In Singapore[image: External link], suburban theatres were prohibited from playing it because of its R21 rating.[52][53]

The film marks a change in film history when Paramount became the first major studio to distribute movies to theaters in digital format, eliminating 35mm film entirely. Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues[image: External link] was the last Paramount production to include a 35mm film[image: External link] version, while The Wolf of Wall Street was the first major movie distributed entirely digitally.[54][55]
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 Box office




The Wolf of Wall Street grossed $116.9 million in North America and $275.1 million internationally, for a total gross of $392 million,[2] making it Scorsese's highest-grossing film worldwide.[56] In North America, the film opened at number five in its first weekend, with $18.4 million in 3,387 theaters, behind The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug[image: External link], Frozen[image: External link], Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues[image: External link], and American Hustle[image: External link].[57] In Australia, it is the highest grossing R-rated film, earning $12.96 million.[58]
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 File sharing




According to copyright infringement[image: External link] tracking site Excipio, the film was the most illegally downloaded film of 2014, as it was shared over 30 million times via torrent sites.[59]
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 Home media




The Wolf of Wall Street was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] on March 25, 2014.[60] On January 27, 2014, it was revealed that a four-hour director's cut[image: External link] would be attached to the home release.[61][62] It was later revealed by Paramount Pictures[image: External link] and Red Granite Pictures[image: External link] that the home release would feature only the theatrical release.[63]
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The Wolf of Wall Street received positive reviews, with critics praising DiCaprio and Hill's performances, Scorsese's direction, and Winter's screenplay. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film holds a 77% approval rating, based on 255 reviews, with an average score of 7.7/10. The site's consensus states: "Funny, self-referential, and irreverent to a fault, The Wolf of Wall Street finds Martin Scorsese and Leonardo DiCaprio at their most infectiously dynamic."[64] On Metacritic, the film has a score of 75 out of 100, based on 47 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[65]

Peter Travers[image: External link] of Rolling Stone magazine named The Wolf of Wall Street as the third best film of 2013, behind 12 Years a Slave[image: External link] and Gravity[image: External link] at numbers one and two, respectively. The movie was chosen as one of the top ten films of the year by the American Film Institute[image: External link].[66] Mick LaSalle[image: External link] of the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] said "it is the best and most enjoyable American film to be released this year."[67] The Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link]'s Richard Roeper[image: External link] gave the film a "B+" score, saying the film was "good, not great Scorsese".[68]

Dana Stevens[image: External link], a member of the New York Film Critics Circle[image: External link], wrote that the movie did not work for her after labeling the film "Epic in size, claustrophobically narrow in scope."[69] According to Marshall Fine of The Huffington Post[image: External link] the story "wants us to be interested in characters who are dull people to start with, made duller by their delusions of being interesting because they are high."[70] Some critics viewed the movie as an irresponsible glorification rather than a satirical takedown. DiCaprio responded that in his opinion the film does not glorify the excessive lifestyle it depicts.[71][72]

In 2016 the film was ranked #78 on the BBC's 100 Greatest Films of the 21st Century[image: External link] list.[73]
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 Top ten lists





The Wolf of Wall Street was listed on many critics' top ten lists.[74]


	1st – Richard Brody, The New Yorker[image: External link] (tied with To the Wonder[image: External link])

	1st – Stephen Schaefer, Boston Herald[image: External link]


	2nd – Wesley Morris[image: External link], Grantland[image: External link]


	2nd – Mick LaSalle[image: External link], San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link]


	2nd – Ben Kenigsberg, The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	3rd – James Berardinelli[image: External link], Reelviews


	3rd – MTV[image: External link]


	3rd – Glenn Kenny[image: External link], RogerEbert.com


	3rd – Peter Travers[image: External link], Rolling Stone


	4th – Scott Feinberg, The Hollywood Reporter


	4th – Drew McWeeny[image: External link], HitFix[image: External link]


	4th – Yahoo! Movies[image: External link]


	4th – Christopher Orr[image: External link], The Atlantic[image: External link]


	4th – Barbara Vancheri, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette[image: External link]


	5th – Caryn James[image: External link], Indiewire[image: External link][75]


	5th – Stephen Holden[image: External link], The New York Times


	5th – Rex Reed[image: External link], The New York Observer[image: External link]


	5th – Katey Rich, Vanity Fair


	5th – David Chen, /Film[image: External link]


	6th – TV Guide[image: External link]


	7th – Matt Zoller Seitz[image: External link], RogerEbert.com


	7th – Film School Rejects[image: External link]


	7th – Todd McCarthy[image: External link], The Hollywood Reporter


	7th – Scott Tobias, The Dissolve[image: External link]


	7th – Scott Mantz, Access Hollywood[image: External link]


	7th – Mark Mohan, The Oregonian[image: External link]


	7th – Sam Adams, The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	8th – Nathan Rabin[image: External link], The Dissolve[image: External link]


	8th – Bill Goodykoontz, Arizona Republic[image: External link]


	8th – Randy Myers, San Jose Mercury News[image: External link]


	9th – Joe Neumaier, New York Daily News


	10th – Andrew O'Hehir, Salon.com[image: External link]


	10th – Jessica Kiang and Katie Walsh, Indiewire[image: External link]


	10th – A.O. Scott[image: External link], The New York Times


	10th – Rene Rodriguez, Miami Herald[image: External link]


	10th – Marjorie Baumgarten, Austin Chronicle[image: External link]


	10th – Keith Uhlich, Time Out New York[image: External link]


	Top 10 (listed alphabetically, not ranked) – James Verniere, Boston Herald[image: External link]


	Top 10 (listed alphabetically, not ranked) – Stephen Whitty, The Star-Ledger[image: External link]


	Top 10 (ranked alphabetically) – Joe Williams[image: External link], St. Louis Post-Dispatch[image: External link]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Audience response




The film received a "C" rating from audiences surveyed by CinemaScore[image: External link],[76] a rating lower than anything else in theaters the opening week of the film.[77] The Los Angeles Times argues that the film attracted conservative viewers by depicting a more moral tone in its marketing than the film itself depicted.[78]

Christina McDowell, daughter of Tom Prousalis, who worked closely with the real-life Belfort at Stratton Oakmont, wrote an open letter[image: External link] addressing Scorsese, DiCaprio, and Belfort himself, criticizing the film for insufficiently portraying the victims of the financial crimes created by Stratton Oakmont, for disregarding the damage that was done to her family as a result, and for giving celebrity to persons (Belfort and his partners, including her father) who do not deserve it.[79]

Steven Perlberg of Business Insider[image: External link] saw an advance screening[image: External link] of the film at a Regal Cinemas[image: External link] near the Goldman Sachs[image: External link] building, with an audience of financial workers. Perlberg reported cheers from the audience at all the wrong moments—"When Belfort — a drug addict attempting to remain sober — rips up a couch cushion to get to his secret coke stash, there were cheers."[80][77]

The former Assistant United States Attorney[image: External link] who prosecuted the real Belfort criticized both the movie and the book on which it is based. He said he believes some of Belfort's claims were "invented", as for instance "[Belfort] aggrandized his importance and reverence for him by others at his firm." He strongly criticizes the film for not depicting the "thousands of [scam] victims who lost hundreds of millions of dollars," not accepting the filmmakers' argument in which that would detract attention from the wrongdoers. Furthermore, he deplores the ending—"beyond an insult" to his victims—in which the real Belfort appears, while showing "a large sign advertising the name of Mr. Belfort's real motivational speaking company," and a positive depiction of Belfort uttering "variants of the same falsehoods he trained others to use against his victims."[81]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by The Wolf of Wall Street (2013 film)[image: External link]


The film was nominated for five Academy Awards: Best Picture[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link] for Scorsese, Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link] for Winter, Best Actor[image: External link] for DiCaprio, and Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for Hill. It was also nominated for four BAFTAs, including Best Director, Best Actor and Best Adapted Screenplay, and two Golden Globe Awards, including Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link]. DiCaprio won the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy.
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 Soundtrack




The soundtrack to The Wolf of Wall Street features both original as well as existing music tracks, and was released on December 17, 2013 for digital download.

More than sixty songs were used in the film, but only sixteen were included on the official soundtrack. Notably, among the exceptions are original compositions by Theodore Shapiro[image: External link].[82]



	Track listing



	No.
	Title
	Artist(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Mercy, Mercy, Mercy[image: External link]"
	Cannonball Adderley[image: External link]
	5:11



	2.
	"Dust My Broom[image: External link]"
	Elmore James[image: External link]
	2:53



	3.
	"Bang! Bang!"
	Joe Cuba[image: External link]
	4:06



	4.
	"Movin' Out (Anthony's Song)[image: External link]"
	Billy Joel[image: External link]
	3:29



	5.
	"C'est si bon[image: External link]"
	Eartha Kitt[image: External link]
	2:58



	6.
	" Goldfinger[image: External link]"
	Sharon Jones & The Dap-Kings[image: External link]
	2:30



	7.
	"Pretty Thing[image: External link]"
	Bo Diddley[image: External link]
	2:49



	8.
	"Moonlight in Vermont[image: External link]" (Live at the Pershing Lounge[image: External link])
	Ahmad Jamal[image: External link]
	3:10



	9.
	"Smokestack Lightning[image: External link]"
	Howlin' Wolf[image: External link]
	3:07



	10.
	"Hey Leroy, Your Mama's Callin' You"
	The Jimmy Castor Bunch[image: External link]
	2:26



	11.
	"Double Dutch[image: External link]"
	Malcolm McLaren[image: External link]
	3:56



	12.
	"Never Say Never[image: External link]"
	Romeo Void[image: External link]
	5:54



	13.
	"Meth Lab Zoso Sticker"
	7horse[image: External link]
	3:42



	14.
	"Road Runner[image: External link]"
	Bo Diddley
	2:46



	15.
	"Mrs. Robinson[image: External link]"
	The Lemonheads[image: External link]
	3:44



	16.
	"Cast Your Fate to the Wind[image: External link]"
	Allen Toussaint[image: External link]
	3:19



	Total length:
	56:30
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 See also





	Boiler Room[image: External link]

	Gordon Gekko[image: External link]

	Microcap stock fraud[image: External link]

	Decadence[image: External link]

	Hedonism[image: External link]
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Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy






The Golden Globe Award for Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy was first awarded by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association[image: External link] as a separate category in 1951[image: External link]. Previously, there was a single award for "Best Actor in a Motion Picture" but the splitting allowed for recognition of it and the Best Actor – Drama.

The formal title has varied since its inception. In 2006, it was officially called: "Best Performance by an Actor in a Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy". As of 2013, the wording is "Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy".

Notes:


	"†" indicates an Academy Award-winning performance.

	"‡" indicates an Academy Award-nominated performance that same year.

	"$" indicates an Academy Award-nominated actor for a different role that year.
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	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1950[image: External link][1][2]
	Fred Astaire
	Bert Kalmar
	Three Little Words[image: External link]



	1951[image: External link][3][4]
	Danny Kaye
	Jack Martin / Henri Duran
	On the Riviera[image: External link]



	Gene Kelly[image: External link]
	Jerry Mulligan
	An American in Paris[image: External link]



	1952[image: External link][5][6]
	Donald O'Connor
	Cosmo Brown
	Singin' in the Rain[image: External link]



	1953[image: External link][7][8]
	David Niven
	David Slater
	The Moon Is Blue[image: External link]



	1954[image: External link][9][10]
	James Mason ‡
	Norman Maine
	A Star Is Born[image: External link]



	1955[image: External link][11][12]
	Tom Ewell
	Richard Sherman
	The Seven Year Itch[image: External link]



	1956[image: External link]
	Cantinflas
	Passepartout
	Around the World in Eighty Days[image: External link]



	Marlon Brando
	Sakini
	The Teahouse of the August Moon[image: External link]



	Yul Brynner †
	King Mongkut of Siam
	The King and I[image: External link]



	Glenn Ford
	Captain Fisby
	The Teahouse of the August Moon[image: External link]



	Danny Kaye
	Hubert Hawkins
	The Court Jester[image: External link]



	1957[image: External link]
	Frank Sinatra
	Joey Evans
	Pal Joey[image: External link]



	Maurice Chevalier[image: External link]
	Claude Chavasse
	Love in the Afternoon[image: External link]



	Glenn Ford
	Lt. J. G. Max Siegel
	Don't Go Near the Water[image: External link]



	David Niven
	Godfrey Smith
	My Man Godfrey[image: External link]



	Tony Randall[image: External link]
	Rockwell P. Hunter
	Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter?[image: External link]



	1958[image: External link]
	Danny Kaye
	S. L. Jacobowsky
	Me and the Colonel[image: External link]



	Maurice Chevalier[image: External link]
	Honoré Lachaille
	Gigi[image: External link]



	Clark Gable
	James Gannon
	Teacher's Pet[image: External link]



	Cary Grant[image: External link]
	Philip Adams
	Indiscreet[image: External link]



	Louis Jourdan[image: External link]
	Gaston Lachaille
	Gigi[image: External link]



	1959[image: External link]
	Jack Lemmon ‡
	Jerry ("Daphne")
	Some Like It Hot[image: External link]



	Clark Gable
	Russell Ward
	But Not for Me[image: External link]



	Cary Grant[image: External link]
	Lt. Cmdr. Matt T. Sherman
	Operation Petticoat[image: External link]



	Dean Martin[image: External link]
	Michael Haney
	Who Was That Lady?[image: External link]



	Sidney Poitier
	Porgy
	Porgy and Bess[image: External link]
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 1960s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1960[image: External link]
	Jack Lemmon ‡
	C. C. Baxter
	The Apartment[image: External link]



	Dirk Bogarde
	Franz Liszt
	Song Without End[image: External link]



	Cantinflas
	Pepe
	Pepe[image: External link]



	Cary Grant[image: External link]
	Victor, Earl of Rhyall
	The Grass Is Greener[image: External link]



	Bob Hope[image: External link]
	Larry Gilbert
	The Facts of Life[image: External link]



	1961[image: External link]
	Glenn Ford
	Dave, the Dude
	Pocketful of Miracles[image: External link]



	Fred Astaire
	Pogo Poole
	The Pleasure of His Company[image: External link]



	Richard Beymer[image: External link]
	Tony
	West Side Story[image: External link]



	Bob Hope[image: External link]
	Adam Niles
	Bachelor in Paradise[image: External link]



	Fred MacMurray[image: External link]
	Ned Brainard
	The Absent-Minded Professor[image: External link]



	1962[image: External link]
	Marcello Mastroianni ‡
	Ferdinando Cefalù
	Divorce, Italian Style[image: External link]



	Stephen Boyd[image: External link]
	Sam Rawlins
	Billy Rose's Jumbo[image: External link]



	Jimmy Durante[image: External link]
	Anthony Wonder / Pop
	Billy Rose's Jumbo[image: External link]



	Cary Grant[image: External link]
	Philip Shayne
	That Touch of Mink[image: External link]



	Charlton Heston
	Captain Paul MacDougall /

Benny the Snatch / Narrator
	The Pigeon That Took Rome[image: External link]



	Karl Malden[image: External link]
	Herbie Sommers
	Gypsy[image: External link]



	Robert Preston
	Harold Hill
	The Music Man[image: External link]



	James Stewart
	Roger Hobbs
	Mr. Hobbs Takes a Vacation[image: External link]



	1963[image: External link]
	Alberto Sordi
	Amedeo Ferretti
	The Devil[image: External link]



	Albert Finney ‡
	Tom Jones
	Tom Jones[image: External link]



	James Garner[image: External link]
	Henry Tyroon
	The Wheeler Dealers[image: External link]



	Cary Grant[image: External link]
	Brian Cruikshank
	Charade[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	Nestor Paptu / Lord X
	Irma la Douce[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	Mr. Hogan
	Under the Yum Yum Tree[image: External link]



	Frank Sinatra
	Alan Barker
	Come Blow Your Horn[image: External link]



	Jonathan Winters[image: External link]
	Lennie Pike
	It's a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World[image: External link]



	1964[image: External link]
	Rex Harrison †
	Henry Higgins
	My Fair Lady[image: External link]



	Marcello Mastroianni
	Domenico Soriano
	Marriage Italian-Style[image: External link]



	Peter Sellers $

(nominated for Academy Award for Best Actor for Dr. Strangelove[image: External link])
	Inspector Jacques Clouseau[image: External link]
	The Pink Panther[image: External link]



	Peter Ustinov[image: External link] †

won Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor
	Arthur Simpson
	Topkapi[image: External link]



	Dick Van Dyke[image: External link]
	Bert / Mr. Dawes, Sr.
	Mary Poppins[image: External link]



	1965[image: External link]
	Lee Marvin †
	Kid Shelleen / Tim Strawn
	Cat Ballou[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	Professor Fate / Prince Hapnick
	The Great Race[image: External link]



	Jerry Lewis[image: External link]
	Robert Reed
	Boeing Boeing[image: External link]



	Jason Robards
	Murray Burns
	A Thousand Clowns[image: External link]



	Alberto Sordi
	Count Emilio Ponticelli
	Those Magnificent Men in their Flying Machines[image: External link]



	1966[image: External link]
	Alan Arkin[image: External link] ‡
	Lt. Yuri Rozanov
	The Russians Are Coming, the Russians Are Coming[image: External link]



	Alan Bates[image: External link]
	Jos Jones
	Georgy Girl[image: External link]



	Michael Caine
	Harry Dean
	Gambit[image: External link]



	Lionel Jeffries[image: External link]
	Stanley Farquhar
	The Spy with a Cold Nose[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau †

won Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor
	Willie Gingrich
	The Fortune Cookie[image: External link]



	1967[image: External link]
	Richard Harris
	King Arthur[image: External link]
	Camelot[image: External link]



	Richard Burton
	Petruchio
	The Taming of the Shrew[image: External link]



	Rex Harrison
	Doctor John Dolittle[image: External link]
	Doctor Dolittle[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman ‡
	Benjamin Braddock
	The Graduate[image: External link]



	Ugo Tognazzi[image: External link]
	Sergio Masini
	L'immorale[image: External link]



	1968[image: External link]
	Ron Moody ‡
	Fagin[image: External link]
	Oliver![image: External link]



	Fred Astaire
	Finian McLonergan
	Finian's Rainbow[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	Felix Ungar
	The Odd Couple[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau
	Oscar Madison
	The Odd Couple[image: External link]



	Zero Mostel[image: External link]
	Max Bialystock[image: External link]
	The Producers[image: External link]



	1969[image: External link]
	Peter O'Toole ‡
	Arthur Chipping
	Goodbye, Mr. Chips[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman
	John
	John and Mary[image: External link]



	Lee Marvin
	Ben Rumson
	Paint Your Wagon[image: External link]



	Steve McQueen[image: External link]
	Boon Hogganbeck
	The Reivers[image: External link]



	Anthony Quinn[image: External link]
	Italo Bombolini
	The Secret of Santa Vittoria[image: External link]
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 1970s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1970[image: External link]
	Albert Finney
	Ebenezer Scrooge[image: External link]
	Scrooge[image: External link]



	Richard Benjamin[image: External link]
	Jonathan Balser
	Diary of a Mad Housewife[image: External link]



	Elliott Gould[image: External link]
	Captain John "Trapper" McIntyre[image: External link]
	M*A*S*H[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	George Kellerman
	The Out-of-Towners[image: External link]



	Donald Sutherland
	Captain Benjamin "Hawkeye" Pierce[image: External link]
	M*A*S*H[image: External link]



	1971[image: External link]
	Topol[image: External link] ‡
	Tevye[image: External link]
	Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]



	Bud Cort[image: External link]
	Harold Chasen
	Harold and Maude[image: External link]



	Dean Jones[image: External link]
	Professor Dooley
	The Million Dollar Duck[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau ‡
	Joseph P. Kotcher
	Kotch[image: External link]



	Gene Wilder[image: External link]
	Willy Wonka[image: External link]
	Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory[image: External link]



	1972[image: External link]
	Jack Lemmon
	Wendell Armbruster
	Avanti![image: External link]



	Edward Albert[image: External link]
	Don Baker
	Butterflies Are Free[image: External link]



	Charles Grodin[image: External link]
	Lenny Cantrow
	The Heartbreak Kid[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau
	Pete
	Pete 'n' Tillie[image: External link]



	Peter O'Toole $

(nominated for Academy Award for Best Actor for The Ruling Class[image: External link])
	Don Quixote de la Mancha / Miguel de Cervantes[image: External link]
	Man of La Mancha[image: External link]



	1973[image: External link]
	George Segal
	Steve Blackburn
	A Touch of Class[image: External link]



	Carl Anderson[image: External link]
	Judas Iscariot[image: External link]
	Jesus Christ Superstar[image: External link]



	Richard Dreyfuss
	Curt Henderson
	American Graffiti[image: External link]



	Ted Neeley[image: External link]
	Jesus Christ[image: External link]
	Jesus Christ Superstar[image: External link]



	Ryan O'Neal[image: External link]
	Moses Pray
	Paper Moon[image: External link]



	1974[image: External link]
	Art Carney †
	Harry Coombes
	Harry and Tonto[image: External link]



	James Earl Jones[image: External link]
	Rupert Marshall
	Claudine[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	Hildy Johnson
	The Front Page[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau
	Walter Burns
	The Front Page[image: External link]



	Burt Reynolds[image: External link]
	Paul "Wrecking" Crewe
	The Longest Yard[image: External link]



	1975[image: External link]
	George Burns †

won Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor
	Al Lewis
	The Sunshine Boys[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau ‡
	Willy Clark
	The Sunshine Boys[image: External link]



	Warren Beatty
	George Roundy
	Shampoo[image: External link]



	James Caan[image: External link]
	Billy Rose[image: External link]
	Funny Lady[image: External link]



	Peter Sellers
	Inspector Jacques Clouseau[image: External link]
	The Return of the Pink Panther[image: External link]



	1976[image: External link]
	Kris Kristofferson
	John Howard
	A Star Is Born[image: External link]



	Mel Brooks[image: External link]
	Mel Funn
	Silent Movie[image: External link]



	Peter Sellers
	Inspector Jacques Clouseau[image: External link]
	The Pink Panther Strikes Again[image: External link]



	Jack Weston[image: External link]
	Gaetano Proclo
	The Ritz[image: External link]



	Gene Wilder[image: External link]
	George Caldwell
	Silver Streak[image: External link]



	1977[image: External link]
	Richard Dreyfuss †
	Elliott Garfield
	The Goodbye Girl[image: External link]



	Woody Allen ‡
	Alvy Singer
	Annie Hall[image: External link]



	Mel Brooks[image: External link]
	Dr. Richard H. Thorndyke
	High Anxiety[image: External link]



	Robert De Niro
	Jimmy Doyle
	New York, New York[image: External link]



	John Travolta ‡
	Tony Manero
	Saturday Night Fever[image: External link]



	1978[image: External link]
	Warren Beatty ‡
	Joe Pendleton
	Heaven Can Wait[image: External link]



	Alan Alda
	George
	Same Time, Next Year[image: External link]



	Gary Busey[image: External link] ‡
	Buddy Holly[image: External link]
	The Buddy Holly Story[image: External link]



	Chevy Chase[image: External link]
	Detective Tony Carlson
	Foul Play[image: External link]



	George C. Scott
	Gloves Malloy / Spats Baxter
	Movie Movie[image: External link]



	John Travolta
	Danny Zuko
	Grease[image: External link]



	1979[image: External link]
	Peter Sellers ‡
	Chance
	Being There[image: External link]



	George Hamilton[image: External link]
	Count Dracula[image: External link]
	Love at First Bite[image: External link]



	Dudley Moore
	George Webber
	10[image: External link]



	Burt Reynolds[image: External link]
	Phil Potter
	Starting Over[image: External link]



	Roy Scheider[image: External link] ‡
	Joe Gideon
	All That Jazz[image: External link]
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 1980s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1980[image: External link]
	Ray Sharkey
	Vinnie Vacarri
	The Idolmaker[image: External link]



	Neil Diamond[image: External link]
	Yussel Rabinovitch
	The Jazz Singer[image: External link]



	Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link]
	Doolittle Mooney Lynn
	Coal Miner's Daughter[image: External link]



	Paul Le Mat[image: External link]
	Melvin Dummar
	Melvin and Howard[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau
	Miles Kendig
	Hopscotch[image: External link]



	1981[image: External link]
	Dudley Moore ‡
	Arthur Bach
	Arthur[image: External link]



	Alan Alda
	Jack Burroughs
	The Four Seasons[image: External link]



	George Hamilton[image: External link]
	Don Diego Vega / Zorro / Wigglesworth / Ramon Vega
	Zorro, The Gay Blade[image: External link]



	Steve Martin[image: External link]
	Arthur Parker
	Pennies from Heaven[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau
	Dan Snow
	First Monday in October[image: External link]



	1982[image: External link]
	Dustin Hoffman ‡
	Michael Dorsey ("Dorothy Michaels")
	Tootsie[image: External link]



	Peter O'Toole ‡
	Alan Swann
	My Favorite Year[image: External link]



	Al Pacino
	Ivan Travalian
	Author! Author![image: External link]



	Robert Preston ‡

(nominated for Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor)
	Caroll "Toddy" Todd
	Victor Victoria[image: External link]



	Henry Winkler[image: External link]
	Chuck
	Night Shift[image: External link]



	1983[image: External link]
	Michael Caine ‡
	Frank Bryant
	Educating Rita[image: External link]



	Woody Allen
	Leonard Zelig
	Zelig[image: External link]



	Tom Cruise
	Joel Goodson
	Risky Business[image: External link]



	Eddie Murphy[image: External link]
	Billy Ray Valentine
	Trading Places[image: External link]



	Mandy Patinkin[image: External link]
	Avigdor
	Yentl[image: External link]



	1984[image: External link]
	Dudley Moore
	Rob Salinger
	Micki + Maude[image: External link]



	Steve Martin[image: External link]
	Roger Cobb
	All of Me[image: External link]



	Eddie Murphy[image: External link]
	Axel Foley
	Beverly Hills Cop[image: External link]



	Bill Murray
	Peter Venkman[image: External link]
	Ghostbusters[image: External link]



	Robin Williams
	Vladimir Ivanoff
	Moscow on the Hudson[image: External link]



	1985[image: External link]
	Jack Nicholson ‡
	Charley Partanna
	Prizzi's Honor[image: External link]



	Jeff Daniels[image: External link]
	Tom Baxter / Gil Sheperd
	The Purple Rose of Cairo[image: External link]



	Griffin Dunne[image: External link]
	Paul Hackett
	After Hours[image: External link]



	Michael J. Fox[image: External link]
	Marty McFly[image: External link]
	Back to the Future[image: External link]



	James Garner[image: External link] ‡
	Murphy Jones
	Murphy's Romance[image: External link]



	1986[image: External link]
	Paul Hogan
	Crocodile Dundee
	"Crocodile" Dundee[image: External link]



	Matthew Broderick[image: External link]
	Ferris Bueller
	Ferris Bueller's Day Off[image: External link]



	Jeff Daniels[image: External link]
	Charles Driggs
	Something Wild[image: External link]



	Danny DeVito[image: External link]
	Sam Stone
	Ruthless People[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	Harvey Fairchild
	That's Life![image: External link]



	1987[image: External link]
	Robin Williams ‡
	Adrian Cronauer
	Good Morning, Vietnam[image: External link]



	Nicolas Cage
	Ronny Cammareri
	Moonstruck[image: External link]



	Danny DeVito[image: External link]
	Owen Lift
	Throw Momma from the Train[image: External link]



	William Hurt ‡
	Tom Grunick
	Broadcast News[image: External link]



	Steve Martin[image: External link]
	C. D. Bales
	Roxanne[image: External link]



	Patrick Swayze[image: External link]
	Johnny Castle
	Dirty Dancing[image: External link]



	1988[image: External link]
	Tom Hanks ‡
	Josh Baskin
	Big[image: External link]



	Michael Caine
	Lawrence Jamieson
	Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link]



	John Cleese
	Archie Leach
	A Fish Called Wanda[image: External link]



	Robert De Niro
	Jack Walsh
	Midnight Run[image: External link]



	Bob Hoskins
	Eddie Valliant
	Who Framed Roger Rabbit[image: External link]



	1989[image: External link]
	Morgan Freeman ‡
	Hoke Colburn
	Driving Miss Daisy[image: External link]



	Billy Crystal[image: External link]
	Harry Burns
	When Harry Met Sally...[image: External link]



	Michael Douglas
	Oliver Rose
	The War of the Roses[image: External link]



	Steve Martin[image: External link]
	Gil Buckman
	Parenthood



	Jack Nicholson
	The Joker[image: External link]
	Batman[image: External link]
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 1990s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1990[image: External link]
	Gérard Depardieu
	Georges Fauré
	Green Card[image: External link]



	Macaulay Culkin[image: External link]
	Kevin McCallister
	Home Alone[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp
	Edward Scissorhands
	Edward Scissorhands[image: External link]



	Richard Gere
	Edward Lewis
	Pretty Woman[image: External link]



	Patrick Swayze[image: External link]
	Sam Wheat
	Ghost[image: External link]



	1991[image: External link]
	Robin Williams ‡
	Henry "Parry" Sagan
	The Fisher King[image: External link]



	Jeff Bridges
	Jack Lucas
	The Fisher King[image: External link]



	Billy Crystal[image: External link]
	Mitch Robbins
	City Slickers[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman
	Captain Hook[image: External link]
	Hook[image: External link]



	Kevin Kline[image: External link]
	Jeffrey Anderson / Rod Randall
	Soapdish[image: External link]



	1992[image: External link]
	Tim Robbins
	Griffin Mill
	The Player[image: External link]



	Nicolas Cage
	Jack Singer
	Honeymoon in Vegas[image: External link]



	Billy Crystal[image: External link]
	Buddy Young Jr.
	Mr. Saturday Night[image: External link]



	Marcello Mastroianni
	Joe Meledandri
	Used People[image: External link]



	Tim Robbins
	Bob Roberts
	Bob Roberts[image: External link]



	1993[image: External link]
	Robin Williams
	Daniel Hillard ("Euphegenia Doubtfire")
	Mrs. Doubtfire[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp
	Sam
	Benny & Joon[image: External link]



	Tom Hanks
	Sam Baldwin
	Sleepless in Seattle[image: External link]



	Kevin Kline[image: External link]
	Dave Kovic / Bill Mitchell
	Dave[image: External link]



	Colm Meaney[image: External link]
	Dessie Curley
	The Snapper[image: External link]



	1994[image: External link]
	Hugh Grant
	Charles
	Four Weddings and a Funeral[image: External link]



	Jim Carrey
	Stanley Ipkiss / The Mask[image: External link]
	The Mask[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp
	Ed Wood[image: External link]
	Ed Wood[image: External link]



	Arnold Schwarzenegger
	Alex Hesse
	Junior[image: External link]



	Terence Stamp
	Ralph / Bernadette Bassenger
	The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert[image: External link]



	1995[image: External link]
	John Travolta
	Chili Palmer
	Get Shorty[image: External link]



	Michael Douglas
	Andrew Shepherd
	The American President[image: External link]



	Harrison Ford[image: External link]
	Linus Larrabee
	Sabrina[image: External link]



	Steve Martin[image: External link]
	George Banks
	Father of the Bride Part II[image: External link]



	Patrick Swayze[image: External link]
	Vida Boheme
	To Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything! Julie Newmar[image: External link]



	1996[image: External link]
	Tom Cruise ‡
	Jerry Maguire
	Jerry Maguire[image: External link]



	Antonio Banderas[image: External link]
	Ché
	Evita[image: External link]



	Kevin Costner
	Roy "Tin Cup" McAvoy
	Tin Cup[image: External link]



	Nathan Lane[image: External link]
	Albert Goldman
	The Birdcage[image: External link]



	Eddie Murphy[image: External link]
	Professor Sherman Klump[image: External link] / Buddy Love / Papa Klump / Mama Klump / Granny Klump / Ernie Klump / Lance Perkins
	The Nutty Professor[image: External link]



	1997[image: External link]
	Jack Nicholson †
	Melvin Udall
	As Good as It Gets[image: External link]



	Jim Carrey
	Fletcher Reed
	Liar Liar[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman ‡
	Stanley Motss
	Wag the Dog[image: External link]



	Samuel L. Jackson
	Ordell Robbie
	Jackie Brown[image: External link]



	Kevin Kline[image: External link]
	Howard Brackett
	In & Out[image: External link]



	1998[image: External link]
	Michael Caine
	Ray Say
	Little Voice[image: External link]



	Antonio Banderas[image: External link]
	Alejandro Murrieta / Zorro[image: External link]
	The Mask of Zorro[image: External link]



	Warren Beatty
	Senator Jay Billington Bulworth
	Bulworth[image: External link]



	John Travolta
	Governor Jack Stanton
	Primary Colors[image: External link]



	Robin Williams
	Dr. Hunter "Patch" Adams[image: External link]
	Patch Adams[image: External link]



	1999[image: External link]
	Jim Carrey
	Andy Kaufman[image: External link] / Tony Clifton[image: External link]
	Man on the Moon[image: External link]



	Robert De Niro
	Paul Vitti
	Analyze This[image: External link]



	Rupert Everett[image: External link]
	Lord Arthur Goring
	An Ideal Husband[image: External link]



	Hugh Grant
	William "Will" Thacker
	Notting Hill[image: External link]



	Sean Penn ‡
	Emmet Ray
	Sweet and Lowdown[image: External link]
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 2000s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	2000[image: External link]
	George Clooney
	Ulysses Everett McGill
	O Brother, Where Art Thou?[image: External link]



	Jim Carrey
	The Grinch[image: External link]
	How the Grinch Stole Christmas[image: External link]



	John Cusack[image: External link]
	Rob Gordon
	High Fidelity[image: External link]



	Robert De Niro
	Jack Byrnes
	Meet the Parents[image: External link]



	Mel Gibson
	Nick Marshall
	What Women Want[image: External link]



	2001[image: External link]
	Gene Hackman
	Royal Tenenbaum
	The Royal Tenenbaums[image: External link]



	Hugh Jackman
	Leopold Hausmann
	Kate & Leopold[image: External link]



	Ewan McGregor
	Christian Hanson
	Moulin Rouge![image: External link]



	John Cameron Mitchell[image: External link]
	Hedwig Hiller
	Hedwig and the Angry Inch[image: External link]



	Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link]
	Terry Lee Collins
	Bandits[image: External link]



	2002[image: External link]
	Richard Gere
	Billy Flynn
	Chicago[image: External link]



	Nicolas Cage ‡
	Charlie Kaufman[image: External link] / Donald Kaufman
	Adaptation.[image: External link]



	Kieran Culkin
	Jason "Igby" Slocumb Jr.
	Igby Goes Down[image: External link]



	Hugh Grant
	Will Freeman
	About a Boy[image: External link]



	Adam Sandler[image: External link]
	Barry Egan
	Punch-Drunk Love[image: External link]



	2003[image: External link]
	Bill Murray ‡
	Bob Harris
	Lost in Translation[image: External link]



	Jack Black[image: External link]
	Dewey Finn
	School of Rock[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp ‡
	Captain Jack Sparrow[image: External link]
	Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl[image: External link]



	Jack Nicholson
	Harry Sanborn
	Something's Gotta Give[image: External link]



	Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link]
	Willie T. Stokes
	Bad Santa[image: External link]



	2004[image: External link]
	Jamie Foxx †
	Ray Charles[image: External link]
	Ray[image: External link]



	Jim Carrey
	Joel Barish
	Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind[image: External link]



	Paul Giamatti
	Miles Raymond
	Sideways



	Kevin Kline[image: External link]
	Cole Porter[image: External link]
	De-Lovely[image: External link]



	Kevin Spacey
	Bobby Darin[image: External link]
	Beyond the Sea[image: External link]



	2005[image: External link]
	Joaquin Phoenix ‡
	Johnny Cash[image: External link]
	Walk the Line[image: External link]



	Pierce Brosnan[image: External link]
	Julian Noble
	The Matador[image: External link]



	Jeff Daniels[image: External link]
	Bernard Berkman
	The Squid and the Whale[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp
	Willy Wonka[image: External link]
	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory[image: External link]



	Nathan Lane[image: External link]
	Max Bialystock[image: External link]
	The Producers[image: External link]



	Cillian Murphy
	Patrick "Kitten" Braden
	Breakfast on Pluto[image: External link]



	2006[image: External link]
	Sacha Baron Cohen[image: External link]
	Borat Sagdiyev[image: External link]
	Borat: Cultural Learnings of America for Make Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakhstan[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp
	Captain Jack Sparrow[image: External link]
	Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest[image: External link]



	Aaron Eckhart[image: External link]
	Nick Naylor
	Thank You for Smoking[image: External link]



	Chiwetel Ejiofor
	Lola Carter
	Kinky Boots[image: External link]



	Will Ferrell[image: External link]
	Harold Crick
	Stranger than Fiction[image: External link]



	2007[image: External link]
	Johnny Depp ‡
	Benjamin Barker / Sweeney Todd[image: External link]
	Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street[image: External link]



	Ryan Gosling
	Lars Lindstrom
	Lars and the Real Girl[image: External link]



	Tom Hanks
	Charlie Wilson[image: External link]
	Charlie Wilson's War[image: External link]



	Philip Seymour Hoffman
	Jon Savage
	The Savages[image: External link]



	John C. Reilly[image: External link]
	Dewey Cox
	Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story[image: External link]



	2008[image: External link]
	Colin Farrell
	Ray
	In Bruges[image: External link]



	Javier Bardem
	Juan Antonio
	Vicky Cristina Barcelona[image: External link]



	James Franco[image: External link]
	Saul Silver
	Pineapple Express[image: External link]



	Brendan Gleeson
	Ken Daley
	In Bruges[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman
	Harvey Shine
	Last Chance Harvey[image: External link]



	2009[image: External link]
	Robert Downey Jr.
	Sherlock Holmes[image: External link]
	Sherlock Holmes[image: External link]



	Matt Damon
	Mark Whitacre[image: External link]
	The Informant![image: External link]



	Daniel Day-Lewis
	Guido Contini
	Nine



	Joseph Gordon-Levitt
	Tom Hansen
	(500) Days of Summer[image: External link]



	Michael Stuhlbarg
	Larry Gopnik
	A Serious Man[image: External link]
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 2010s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	2010[image: External link]
	Paul Giamatti
	Barney Panofsky
	Barney's Version[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp
	The Mad Hatter[image: External link]
	Alice in Wonderland[image: External link]



	Frank Tupelo / Alexander Pearce
	The Tourist[image: External link]



	Jake Gyllenhaal
	Jamie Randall
	Love & Other Drugs[image: External link]



	Kevin Spacey
	Jack Abramoff[image: External link]
	Casino Jack[image: External link]



	2011[image: External link]
	Jean Dujardin †
	George Valentin
	The Artist[image: External link]



	Brendan Gleeson
	Sgt. Gerry Boyle
	The Guard[image: External link]



	Joseph Gordon-Levitt
	Adam Lerner
	50/50[image: External link]



	Ryan Gosling
	Jacob Palmer
	Crazy, Stupid, Love[image: External link].



	Owen Wilson[image: External link]
	Gil Pender
	Midnight in Paris[image: External link]



	2012[image: External link]
	Hugh Jackman ‡
	Jean Valjean[image: External link]
	Les Misérables



	Jack Black[image: External link]
	Bernie Tiede[image: External link]
	Bernie[image: External link]



	Bradley Cooper ‡
	Patrick "Pat" Solatano Jr.
	Silver Linings Playbook[image: External link]



	Ewan McGregor
	Dr. Alfred Jones
	Salmon Fishing in the Yemen[image: External link]



	Bill Murray
	Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link]
	Hyde Park on Hudson[image: External link]



	2013[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio ‡
	Jordan Belfort
	The Wolf of Wall Street



	Christian Bale ‡
	Irving Rosenfeld[image: External link]
	American Hustle[image: External link]



	Bruce Dern ‡
	Woodrow "Woody" Grant
	Nebraska



	Oscar Isaac[image: External link]
	Llewyn Davis
	Inside Llewyn Davis[image: External link]



	Joaquin Phoenix
	Theodore Twombly
	Her[image: External link]



	2014[image: External link]
	Michael Keaton[image: External link] ‡
	Riggan Thomson
	Birdman[image: External link]



	Ralph Fiennes[image: External link]
	Monsieur Gustave H.
	The Grand Budapest Hotel[image: External link]



	Bill Murray
	Vincent MacKenna
	St. Vincent[image: External link]



	Joaquin Phoenix
	Larry "Doc" Sportello
	Inherent Vice[image: External link]



	Christoph Waltz
	Walter Keane[image: External link]
	Big Eyes[image: External link]



	2015[image: External link][13]
	Matt Damon ‡
	Mark Watney
	The Martian[image: External link]



	Christian Bale ‡

(nominated for Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor)
	Michael Burry[image: External link]
	The Big Short[image: External link]



	Steve Carell[image: External link]
	Mark Baum[image: External link]
	The Big Short[image: External link]



	Al Pacino
	Danny Collins
	Danny Collins[image: External link]



	Mark Ruffalo
	Cameron Stuart
	Infinitely Polar Bear[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	Ryan Gosling ‡
	Sebastian Wilder
	La La Land[image: External link]



	Colin Farrell
	David Matthews
	The Lobster[image: External link]



	Hugh Grant
	St. Clair Bayfield[image: External link]
	Florence Foster Jenkins[image: External link]



	Jonah Hill[image: External link]
	Efraim Diveroli[image: External link]
	War Dogs[image: External link]



	Ryan Reynolds
	Wade Wilson / Deadpool[image: External link]
	Deadpool[image: External link]
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 Multiple nominations







	

	10 nominations




	Jack Lemmon




	9 nominations




	Johnny Depp




	8 nominations




	Walter Matthau




	6 nominations




	Dustin Hoffman




	5 nominations




	Jim Carrey

	Cary Grant[image: External link]

	Steve Martin[image: External link]

	Robin Williams




	4 nominations




	Michael Caine

	Robert De Niro

	Hugh Grant

	Danny Kaye

	Kevin Kline[image: External link]

	Bill Murray

	Jack Nicholson

	Peter O'Toole

	Peter Sellers

	John Travolta




	3 nominations




	Warren Beatty

	Nicolas Cage

	Billy Crystal[image: External link]

	Jeff Daniels[image: External link]

	Albert Finney

	Ryan Gosling

	Tom Hanks

	Bob Hope[image: External link]

	Marcello Mastroianni

	Dudley Moore

	Eddie Murphy[image: External link]

	Joaquin Phoenix

	Patrick Swayze[image: External link]




	

	2 nominations




	Alan Alda

	Woody Allen

	Fred Astaire

	Christian Bale

	Antonio Banderas[image: External link]

	Jack Black[image: External link]

	Mel Brooks[image: External link]

	Bing Crosby

	Tom Cruise

	Matt Damon

	Danny DeVito[image: External link]

	Michael Douglas

	Richard Dreyfuss

	Colin Farrell

	Clark Gable

	James Garner[image: External link]

	Richard Gere

	Paul Giamatti

	Brendan Gleeson

	Joseph Gordon-Levitt

	Charles Grodin[image: External link]

	George Hamilton[image: External link]

	Rex Harrison

	Charlton Heston

	Hugh Jackman

	Nathan Lane[image: External link]

	Harold Lloyd[image: External link]

	Lee Marvin

	James Mason

	Ewan McGregor

	David Niven

	Al Pacino

	Robert Preston

	Burt Reynolds[image: External link]

	Tim Robbins

	Alberto Sordi

	Kevin Spacey

	Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link]

	Gene Wilder[image: External link]
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 Multiple winners





	3 wins




	Jack Lemmon (2 consecutive)

	Robin Williams




	2 wins




	Michael Caine

	Danny Kaye

	Dudley Moore

	Jack Nicholson
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 See also





	Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Actor

	Independent Spirit Award for Best Male Lead[image: External link]

	BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role

	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Actor in a Comedy

	Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama

	Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role
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British Academy Film Awards






"BAFTA Awards" redirects here. For the Television Awards, see British Academy Television Awards[image: External link]. For the Games Awards, see British Academy Games Awards[image: External link].

The British Academy Film Awards or BAFTA Film Awards are presented in an annual award show hosted by the British Academy of Film and Television Arts[image: External link] (BAFTA) to honour the best British and international contributions to film. Between 2008 and 2016, the ceremony was held in central London at the Royal Opera House[image: External link], having taken over from the flagship Odeon[image: External link] cinema in Leicester Square[image: External link]. The 70th British Academy Film Awards[image: External link] were held on 12 February 2017 at the Royal Albert Hall[image: External link] in London.
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 History




British Academy of Film and Television Arts[image: External link] (BAFTA) was founded in 1947 as The British Film Academy, by David Lean[image: External link], Alexander Korda[image: External link], Carol Reed[image: External link], Charles Laughton, Roger Manvell[image: External link] and others. In 1958, the Academy merged with The Guild of Television Producers and Directors to form The Society of Film and Television, which eventually became The British Academy of Film and Television Arts in 1976.

BAFTA stated charitable purpose is to "support, develop and promote the art forms of the moving image, by identifying and rewarding excellence, inspiring practitioners and benefiting the public". In addition to high-profile awards ceremonies BAFTA runs a year-round programme of educational events including film screenings and tribute evenings. BAFTA is supported by a membership of about 6,000 people from the film, television and video game industries.

The Academy's awards are in the form of a theatrical mask designed by American sculptor Mitzi Cunliffe[image: External link], which was commissioned by the Guild of Television Producers in 1955.
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 Annual ceremony




The ceremony previously took place in April or May, but since 2002 it takes place in February in order to precede the Oscars. The awards are mostly open to all nationalities, though there is an award for Outstanding British Film and Outstanding Debut by a British Writer, Producer or Director. Only UK films are eligible for the categories of The British Short Film and British Short Animation awards.

The Awards ceremony is delayed broadcast on British television the same evening (usually BBC One[image: External link]), and across the world for example it's shown on BBC America[image: External link] in the United States. It has been broadcast in colour since 1970.
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 Location




The award ceremony is held in London[image: External link]. From 2000 to 2007, the ceremonies took place at the flagship Odeon[image: External link] cinema in Leicester Square[image: External link]. Between 2008 and 2016, the ceremonies took place at the Royal Opera House[image: External link]. The 70th Awards in 2017 were held at the Royal Albert Hall[image: External link].
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Until 2012, the mobile network Orange[image: External link] sponsored the awards and starting in 2013 Orange's parent company, EE[image: External link], began sponsorship.
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 Awards categories (competitive)






	
BAFTA Award for Best Film[image: External link]: since 1948

	
BAFTA Award for Best British Film[image: External link]: since 1948

	
BAFTA Award for Best Film Not in the English Language[image: External link]: since 1983

	
BAFTA Award for Best Short Film[image: External link]: since 1980

	
BAFTA Award for Best Short Animation[image: External link]: since 1990

	
BAFTA Award for Best Animated Film[image: External link]: since 2006

	
BAFTA Award for Best Documentary[image: External link]: 1948–1989, 2012-present

	
BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role: since 1968

	
BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role[image: External link]: since 1968

	
BAFTA Award for Best Direction[image: External link]: since 1969

	
BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]: since 1969

	
BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link]: since 1969

	
BAFTA Award for Best Cinematography[image: External link]: since 1969

	
BAFTA Award for Best Sound[image: External link]: since 1969

	
BAFTA Award for Best Film Music[image: External link]: since 1969

	
BAFTA Award for Best Production Design[image: External link]: since 1969

	
BAFTA Award for Best Costume Design[image: External link]: since 1969

	
BAFTA Award for Best Editing[image: External link]: since 1978

	
BAFTA Award for Outstanding Debut by a British Writer, Director or Producer[image: External link]: since 1998

	
BAFTA Award for Best Special Visual Effects[image: External link]: since 1983

	
BAFTA Award for Best Makeup and Hair[image: External link]: since 1983

	
BAFTA Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]: since 1984

	
BAFTA Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]: since 1984

	
BAFTA Rising Star Award[image: External link]: since 2006
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 Retired awards





	
BAFTA Award for Most Promising Newcomer to Leading Film Roles[image: External link] (awarded 1952–1984)

	
BAFTA Award for Best Screenplay[image: External link] (awarded 1969–1983)

	
BAFTA Award for Best British Screenplay[image: External link] (awarded 1955–1968)

	
BAFTA Award for Best British Actor[image: External link] (awarded 1952–1967)

	
BAFTA Award for Best Foreign Actor (awarded 1952–1967)

	
BAFTA Award for Best British Actress[image: External link] (awarded 1952–1967)

	
BAFTA Award for Best Foreign Actress (awarded 1952–1967)

	
BAFTA United Nations Award (awarded 1949–1976).
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 Other awards (non-competitive)





	
BAFTA Fellowship[image: External link] (since 1971)

	The Outstanding British Contribution to Cinema Award[image: External link] (known as the Michael Balcon Award from 1979 to 2006)[1]
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 In memoriam section




During the ceremony, BAFTA pauses to pay tribute to those in the industry who died over the previous twelve months, with a montage of images accompanied by music.
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 Ceremonies






	Event
	Date



	1st[image: External link]
	29 May 1949



	2nd[image: External link]
	29 May 1949



	3rd[image: External link]
	29 May 1950



	4th[image: External link]
	22 February 1951



	5th[image: External link]
	8 May 1952



	6th[image: External link]
	5 March 1953



	7th[image: External link]
	25 March 1954



	8th[image: External link]
	10 March 1955



	9th[image: External link]
	1 March 1956



	10th[image: External link]
	11 July 1957



	11th[image: External link]
	6 March 1958



	12th[image: External link]
	1959



	13th[image: External link]
	22 March 1960



	14th[image: External link]
	6 April 1961



	15th[image: External link]
	5 April 1962



	16th[image: External link]
	7 May 1963



	17th[image: External link]
	3 April 1964



	18th[image: External link]
	1965



	19th[image: External link]
	1966



	20th[image: External link]
	1967



	21st[image: External link]
	28 March 1968



	22nd[image: External link]
	26 March 1969



	23rd[image: External link]
	8 March 1970



	24th[image: External link]
	4 March 1971



	25th[image: External link]
	23 February 1972



	26th[image: External link]
	28 February 1973



	27th[image: External link]
	6 March 1974



	28th[image: External link]
	26 February 1975



	29th[image: External link]
	17 March 1976



	30th[image: External link]
	24 March 1977



	31st[image: External link]
	16 March 1978



	32nd[image: External link]
	22 March 1979



	33rd[image: External link]
	20 March 1980



	34th[image: External link]
	22 March 1981



	35th[image: External link]
	18 March 1982



	36th[image: External link]
	20 March 1983



	37th[image: External link]
	25 March 1984



	38th[image: External link]
	5 March 1985



	39th[image: External link]
	16 March 1986



	40th[image: External link]
	1987



	41st[image: External link]
	1988



	42nd[image: External link]
	1989



	43rd[image: External link]
	1990



	44th[image: External link]
	17 March 1991



	45th[image: External link]
	1992



	46th[image: External link]
	1993



	47th[image: External link]
	15 April 1994



	48th[image: External link]
	9 April 1995



	49th[image: External link]
	23 April 1996



	50th[image: External link]
	29 April 1997



	51st[image: External link]
	18 April 1998



	52nd[image: External link]
	11 April 1999



	53rd[image: External link]
	9 April 2000



	54th[image: External link]
	25 February 2001



	55th[image: External link]
	24 February 2002



	56th[image: External link]
	23 February 2003



	57th[image: External link]
	15 February 2004



	58th[image: External link]
	12 February 2005



	59th[image: External link]
	19 February 2006



	60th[image: External link]
	11 February 2007



	61st[image: External link]
	10 February 2008



	62nd[image: External link]
	8 February 2009



	63rd[image: External link]
	21 February 2010



	64th[image: External link]
	13 February 2011



	65th[image: External link]
	12 February 2012



	66th[image: External link]
	10 February 2013



	67th[image: External link]
	16 February 2014



	68th[image: External link]
	8 February 2015



	69th[image: External link]
	14 February 2016



	70th[image: External link]
	12 February 2017
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Appian Way Productions






Appian Way Productions is a film production[image: External link] company in West Hollywood[image: External link], California, established by actor and producer[image: External link] Leonardo DiCaprio. The company's first film was The Assassination of Richard Nixon[image: External link] (2004). It then released the 2004 biopic The Aviator, starring DiCaprio as Howard Hughes. The film was a critical and commercial success, and earned several Academy Award nominations, including Best Picture[image: External link]. Its following productions were released three years later—the comedy drama Gardener of Eden (2007) and the documentary The 11th Hour (2007). This was followed by the commercial successes of the psychological horror Orphan (2009), the psychological thriller Shutter Island (2010) and the dark fantasy film Red Riding Hood (2011). The company had three releases in 2013, including the crime thriller Runner Runner[image: External link] and the thriller film Out of the Furnace (2013), both of which performed poorly at the box-office. Appian Way released the biopic The Wolf of Wall Street (2013), a critical and commercial success, which was nominated for several Academy Awards, including Best Picture.
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 History




Appian Way Productions was founded by Leonardo DiCaprio. Its first film was The Assassination of Richard Nixon[image: External link] (2004), starring Sean Penn as Samuel Byck[image: External link] who attempted to assassinate president Richard Nixon[image: External link] in 1974.[1] It was screened in the Un Certain Regard[image: External link] section at the 2004 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link].[2] The company's next film was the 2004 biopic The Aviator, produced in association with Forward Pass, Intermedia[image: External link], and Initial Entertainment Group[image: External link]. Based on the 1993 non-fiction book Howard Hughes: The Secret Life by Charles Higham[image: External link], the film depicted the life of Howard Hughes (DiCaprio), an aviation pioneer who became a successful film producer between the late 1920s and late 1940s while simultaneously growing more unstable due to severe obsessive–compulsive disorder[image: External link].[3][4] Writing for The Daily Telegraph, Sukhdev Sandhu described the film as "a gorgeous tribute to the Golden Age of Hollywood" even though it "tips the balance of spectacle versus substance in favour of the former". He praised Martin Scorsese's direction, DiCaprio and the supporting cast but panned Kate Beckinsale[image: External link]'s performance.[5] With a worldwide gross of $213.7 million against a budget of $110 million, the film proved to be a commercial success.[6] The film earned a total of eleven nominations at the 77th Academy Awards[image: External link], including Best Picture[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link] (Scorsese) and Best Actor[image: External link] (DiCaprio), and won five of them, including a Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] award for Cate Blanchett[image: External link].[7]

Appian Way's next film was released three years later—the comedy drama Gardener of Eden which, according to The Hollywood Reporter's Frank Scheck, "lacks the necessary dramatic urgency or black humor to connect with audiences".[8] A few months later, it released The 11th Hour, a documentary about global warming. The film featured 50 experts on environmental issues and the solutions, and won the Earthwatch Environmental[image: External link] Film Award through the National Geographic Channel[image: External link] in March 2008.[9] DiCaprio wrote a three-season television series Greensburg (2008–10) which was produced by the company.[10] The company, along with Dark Castle Entertainment[image: External link], released the 2009 psychological horror film Orphan, which told the story of a couple who, after the death of their unborn child, adopt a mysterious 9-year-old girl. The film's content, depicting a murderous adoptee, created controversy among the adoption community, which stated that it promotes negative stereotypes about orphans.[11] Although the film received mixed reviews, it was a commercial success.[12] Scorsese reunited with the company to make the film Shutter Island (2010), a psychological thriller based on the 2003 novel of same name by Dennis Lehane. DiCaprio played U.S. Marshal Edward "Teddy" Daniels, who investigates a psychiatric facility located on an island but eventually comes to question his own sanity. A commercial success, the film received generally positive reviews; Peter Bradshaw of The Guardian praised the film's direction and performances but criticized its "silly twist ending", calling it "supremely exasperating".[13][14]

Red Riding Hood, directed by Catherine Hardwicke[image: External link], was Appian Way's first release in 2011. In the film, which is set in a village haunted by werewolves, a young girl falls in love with an orphan woodcutter, much to her family's displeasure. Earlier in production, the film was titled The Girl with the Red Riding Hood.[15] Although it was poorly received by critics—Mary Pols of Time named it one of the Top 10 Worst Movies of 2011—it performed modestly at the box-office.[16][17] The company's final release in 2011 was Detachment[image: External link], a Tony Kaye[image: External link]-directed drama on high school education system.[18] Three films were produced by the company in 2013; the first was Runner Runner[image: External link], an ensemble crime thriller, which The Guardian's Xan Brooks described as "a lazy, trashy film that barely goes through the motions".[19] The thriller Out of the Furnace, the company's second release, was also negatively received by critics and was a box office bomb[image: External link].[20] Scorsese directed the company's final film in 2013—The Wolf of Wall Street, a biopic on the life of Jordan Belfort (DiCaprio), a New York stockbroker who runs a firm that engages in securities fraud[image: External link] and money laundering[image: External link] on Wall Street[image: External link] in the 1990s. The screenplay was adapted by Terence Winter[image: External link] from Belfort's memoir of the same name[image: External link].[21] The film was banned in Kenya, Malaysia and Nepal for its controversial depiction of events, explicit sexual content, profanity, and hard drug use.[22][23] Nonetheless, it was a major commercial success and it went on to be the 17th-highest-grossing film of 2013.[24] According to copyright infringement[image: External link] tracking site Excipio, the film was the most widely infringed of 2014, as it was downloaded illegally over 30 million times via torrent sites.[25] The film was nominated for several Academy Awards, including Best Picture[image: External link] and Best Actor, although it failed to win in any category.[26]

In 2015, DiCaprio produced and starred in the biographical western thriller The Revenant, which is based on in part on Michael Punke's 2002 novel of the same name[image: External link], which itself is inspired by the life of frontiersman Hugh Glass. The film was well received by critics, with Justin Change of Variety reviewing: "Bleak as hell but considerably more beautiful, this nightmarish plunge into a frigid, forbidding American outback is a movie of pitiless violence, grueling intensity and continually breathtaking imagery".[27] In October 2015, the company filmed Live by Night, a crime film based on the 2012 novel of same name[image: External link].[28]

In May 2016, Appian Way Productions signed a three-year, first-look production deal with Paramount Pictures.[29]
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The Aviator (2004)

	
Gardener of Eden (2007)

	
Public Enemies[image: External link] (2009)

	
Orphan (2009)

	
Shutter Island (2010)

	
Red Riding Hood (2011)
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Runner Runner (2013)

	
Out of the Furnace (2013)

	
The Wolf of Wall Street (2013)

	
The Revenant (2015)

	
Live by Night (2016)

	
Delirium[image: External link] (2017)
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Jerry (2009)

	
Red Riding Hood: The Tale Begins (2011)
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 Television





	
Greensburg (2008–10)
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The 11th Hour (2007)

	
Davi's Way (2016)

	
The Last Shaman (2016)

	
The Ivory Game[image: External link] (2016)

	
Before the Flood (2016)
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Underground Comix






"Comix" redirects here. For the image viewer, see Comix (software)[image: External link].

"Underground comics" redirects here. For the Marvel Comics group, see Underground (comics)[image: External link]. For the DC Comics series, see Gotham Underground[image: External link].

Underground comix are small press[image: External link] or self-published comic books[image: External link] which are often socially relevant or satirical in nature. They differ from mainstream comics in depicting content forbidden to mainstream publications by the Comics Code Authority[image: External link], including explicit drug use, sexuality and violence. They were most popular in the United States[image: External link] between 1968 and 1975, and in the United Kingdom[image: External link] between 1973 and 1974.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Robert Crumb[image: External link], Gilbert Shelton[image: External link], and numerous other cartoonists created underground titles that were popular with readers within the counterculture[image: External link] scene. Punk[image: External link] had its own comic artists like Gary Panter[image: External link]. Long after their heyday underground comix gained prominence with films and television shows influenced by the movement and with mainstream comic books, but their legacy is most obvious with alternative comics[image: External link].
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Between the late 1920s and late 1940s, anonymous artists produced counterfeit[image: External link] pornographic[image: External link] comic books featuring unauthorized depictions of popular comic strip[image: External link] characters engaging in sexual activities. Often referred to as Tijuana bibles[image: External link], these books are often considered the predecessors of the underground comix scene.[1][2] Early underground comix appeared sporadically in the early and mid-1960s, but did not begin to appear frequently until after 1967. The first underground comix were personal works produced for friends of the artists, in addition to reprints of comic strip pages which first appeared in underground newspapers[image: External link].[3]

The United States underground comics scene emerged in the 1960s, focusing on subjects dear to the counterculture: recreational drug use, politics, rock music[image: External link] and free love[image: External link]. These titles were termed "comix" in order to differentiate them from mainstream publications. The "X" also emphasized the X-rated[image: External link] contents of the publications.[3] Many of the common aspects of the underground comix scene were in response to the strong restrictions forced upon mainstream publications by the Comics Code Authority[image: External link], which refused publications featuring depictions of violence, sexuality, drug use and socially relevant content, all of which appeared in greater levels in underground comix.[3] The underground comix scene had its strongest success in the United States between 1968 and 1975,[3] with titles initially distributed[image: External link] primarily though head shops[image: External link].[4] Underground comix often featured covers intended to appeal to the drug culture, and imitated LSD-inspired posters to increase sales.[3] Crumb stated that the appeal of underground comix was their lack of censorship: "People forget that that was what it was all about. That was why we did it. We didn't have anybody standing over us saying 'No, you can't draw this' or 'You can't show that'. We could do whatever we wanted."[3]

American comix were strongly influenced by EC Comics[image: External link] and especially magazines edited by Harvey Kurtzman[image: External link], including Mad[image: External link].[3] Kurtzman's Help![image: External link] magazine featured the works of artists who would later become well known in the underground comix scene, including Crumb and Shelton.[3] Other artists published work in college magazines before becoming known in the underground scene.[3]

Perhaps the earliest of the underground comic strips was Frank Stack[image: External link]'s (under the pseudonym Foolbert Sturgeon[image: External link])[5][6] The Adventures of Jesus, begun in 1962 and compiled in photocopied zine[image: External link] form by Gilbert Shelton[image: External link] in 1964. It has been credited as the first underground comic.[5][6] Shelton's own Wonder Wart-Hog[image: External link] appeared in the college humor magazine Bacchanal #1-2 in 1962. Jack Jackson[image: External link]'s God Nose[image: External link], published in Texas in 1964,[7][8] has also been given that title. One guide lists two other underground comix from that year, Vaughn Bodē[image: External link]'s Das Kampf and Charles Plymell[image: External link]'s Robert Ronnie Branaman.[9] Joel Beck[image: External link] began contributing a full-page comic each week to the underground newspaper the Berkeley Barb[image: External link] and his full-length comic Lenny of Laredo[image: External link] was published in 1965.

The San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] was an epicenter of the underground comix movement; Crumb and many other underground cartoonists lived in San Francisco[image: External link]'s Haight-Ashbury[image: External link] neighborhood in the mid-to-late 1960s.[10] Just as importantly, the major underground publishers were all based in the area: Don Donahue[image: External link]'s Apex Novelties[image: External link], Gary Arlington[image: External link]'s San Francisco Comic Book Company[image: External link], and Rip Off Press[image: External link] were all headquartered in the city, with Ron Turner[image: External link]'s Last Gasp[image: External link] and the Print Mint[image: External link] based in Berkeley[image: External link]. (Last Gasp later moved to San Francisco.)

In 1968, Crumb, in San Francisco, self-published (with the help of poet Charles Plymell[image: External link] and Don Donahue[image: External link] of Apex Novelties[image: External link]) his first solo comic, Zap Comix[image: External link]. The title was financially successful, and developed a market for underground comix. Zap began to feature other cartoonists, and Crumb launched a series of solo titles, including Despair, Uneeda (both published by Print Mint[image: External link] in 1969), Big Ass Comics, R. Crumb's Comics and Stories, Motor City Comics (all published by Rip Off Press[image: External link] in 1969), Home Grown Funnies (Kitchen Sink Press[image: External link], 1971) and Hytone Comix (Apex Novelties[image: External link], 1971), in addition to founding the pornographic anthologies Jiz and Snatch (both Apex Novelties, 1969).[3]

By the end of the 1960s, there was recognition of the movement by a major American museum when the Corcoran Gallery of Art[image: External link] staged an exhibition, The Phonus Balonus Show (May 20-June 15, 1969). Curated by Bhob Stewart[image: External link] for famed museum director Walter Hopps[image: External link], it included work by Crumb, Shelton, Vaughn Bodé[image: External link], Kim Deitch[image: External link], Jay Lynch[image: External link] and others.[11][12]

Crumb's best known underground features included Whiteman, Angelfood McSpade[image: External link], Fritz the Cat[image: External link] and Mr. Natural[image: External link]. Crumb also drew himself as a character, portraying himself as he was often perceived—a self-loathing, sex-obsessed intellectual.[3] While Crumb's work was often praised for its social commentary, he was also criticized for the misogyny that appeared within his comics. Trina Robbins[image: External link] stated "It's weird to me how willing people are to overlook the hideous darkness in Crumb's work... What the hell is funny about rape and murder?"[3] Because of his popularity, many underground cartoonists tried to imitate Crumb's work.[3] While Zap was the best known anthology of the scene, other anthologies appeared, including Bijou Funnies[image: External link], a Chicago publication edited by Jay Lynch and heavily influenced by Mad.[3] The San Francisco anthology Young Lust[image: External link] (Company & Sons[image: External link], 1970), which parodied the 1950s romance genre, featured works by Bill Griffith[image: External link] and Art Spiegelman[image: External link]. Another anthology, Bizarre Sex (Kitchen Sink, 1972), was influenced by science fiction[image: External link] comics and included art by Denis Kitchen[image: External link] and Richard "Grass" Green[image: External link], one of the few African-American[image: External link] comix creators.[3]

Other important underground cartoonists of the era included Deitch, Rick Griffin[image: External link], George Metzger[image: External link], Victor Moscoso[image: External link], S. Clay Wilson[image: External link] and Manuel Rodriguez, aka Spain[image: External link]. Skip Williamson[image: External link] created his character Snappy Sammy Smoot[image: External link], appearing in several titles. Gilbert Shelton[image: External link] became famous for his superhero parody Wonder Wart-Hog[image: External link] (Millar, 1967), Feds 'n' Heads[image: External link] (self-published in 1968) and The Fabulous Furry Freak Brothers[image: External link] (Rip Off Press, 1971), a strip about a trio of "freaks" whose time is spent attempting to acquire drugs and avoid the police.[3] Wilson's work is permeated by shocking violence and ugly sex; he contributed to Zap and published Bent (Print Mint, 1971), Pork (Co-Op Press, 1974) and The Checkered Demon[image: External link] (Last Gasp[image: External link], 1977).[3] Spain worked for the East Village Other[image: External link] before becoming known within the underground comix for Trashman[image: External link], Zodiac Mindwarp (East Village Other, 1967) and Subvert (Rip Off Press, 1970).[3]

Horror[image: External link] also became popular, with titles such as Skull (Rip Off Press, 1970), Bogeyman (San Francisco Comic Book Company, 1969), Fantagor (Richard Corben, 1970), Insect Fear (Print Mint, 1970), Up From the Deep (Rip Off Press, 1971), Death Rattle[image: External link] (Kitchen Sink, 1972), Gory Stories (Shroud, 1972), Deviant Slice (Print Mint, 1972) and Two Fisted Zombies (Last Gasp, 1973). Many of these were strongly influenced by 1950s EC Comics like Tales from the Crypt[image: External link].[3]

The male-dominated scene produced many blatantly misogynistic works, but female underground cartoonists made strong marks as well. Edited by Trina Robbins[image: External link], It Ain't Me, Babe[image: External link], published by Last Gasp in 1970, was the first all-female underground comic;[3] followed in 1972 by Wimmen's Comix[image: External link] (Last Gasp), an anthology series founded by cartoonist Patrica Moodian that featured (among others) Melinda Gebbie[image: External link], Lynda Barry[image: External link], Aline Kominsky[image: External link], and Shary Flenniken[image: External link]. Joyce Farmer[image: External link] and Lyn Chevli[image: External link]'s Tits & Clits Comix[image: External link] all-female anthology debuted in 1972 as well.
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By 1972–1973, the city's Mission District[image: External link] was "underground headquarters": living and operating out of The Mission in that period were Gary Arlington[image: External link], Roger Brand[image: External link], Kim Deitch[image: External link], Don Donahue[image: External link], Shary Flenniken[image: External link], Justin Green[image: External link], Bill Griffith[image: External link] & Diane Noomin[image: External link], Rory Hayes[image: External link], Jay Kinney[image: External link], Bobby London[image: External link], Ted Richards[image: External link], Trina Robbins[image: External link], Joe Schenkman[image: External link], Larry Todd[image: External link], Patricia Moodian and Art Spiegelman[image: External link].[13]

Film and television began to reflect the influence of underground comix in the 1970s, starting with the release of Ralph Bakshi[image: External link]'s film adaptation of Crumb's Fritz the Cat[image: External link], the first animated film to receive an X rating[image: External link] from the MPAA[image: External link].[4] Further adult-oriented animated films[image: External link] influenced by underground comix followed, including The Nine Lives of Fritz the Cat[image: External link] and Down and Dirty Duck[image: External link].[4] The influence of underground comix has also been attributed to films such as The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] (1978) and Forbidden Zone[image: External link] (1980).[4] The popularity of Monty Python's Flying Circus[image: External link], which featured the animation of Help! contributor Terry Gilliam[image: External link], has also been attributed to the prominence of the underground comix scene.[3][4]

Mainstream publications such as Playboy[image: External link] and National Lampoon[image: External link] began to publish comics and art similar to that of underground comix.[3] The underground movement also prompted older professional comic book artists to try their hand in the alternate press. Wally Wood[image: External link] published witzend[image: External link] in 1966, soon passing the title on to artist-editor Bill Pearson[image: External link]. In 1969, Wood created Heroes, Inc. Presents Cannon[image: External link], intended for distribution to armed forces bases. Steve Ditko[image: External link] gave full vent to his Ayn Rand[image: External link]-inspired philosophy in Mr. A[image: External link] and Avenging World (1973). Flo Steinberg[image: External link], Stan Lee's former secretary at Marvel Comics[image: External link], published Big Apple Comix[image: External link], featuring the work of artists she knew from Marvel.

Critics of the underground comix scene claimed that the publications were socially irresponsible, and glorified violence, sex and drug use.[3] In 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link], in Miller v. California[image: External link], ruled that local communities could decide their own First Amendment standards with reference to obscenity. In the mid-1970s, sale of drug paraphernalia was outlawed in many places, and the distribution network for these comics (and the underground newspapers) dried up, leaving mail order as the only commercial outlet for underground titles.[4] While the American underground comix scene was beginning to decline, British underground comix came into prominence between 1973 and 1974, but soon faced the same kind of criticism that American underground comix received.[3]

In 1974, Marvel launched Comix Book[image: External link], requesting that underground artists submit significantly less explicit work appropriate for newsstands sales.[3] A number of underground artists agreed to contribute work, including Art Spiegelman, Trina Robbins and S. Clay Wilson. However, Comix Book did not sell well and lasted only five issues.[3][14] In 1976, Marvel achieved success with Howard the Duck[image: External link], a satirical comic aimed at adult audiences that was inspired by the underground comix scene. While it did not depict the explicit content that was often featured in underground comix, it was more socially relevant than anything Marvel had previously published.[3]

By this time, some artists, including Spiegelman, felt that the underground comix scene had become less creative than it had been in the past. According to Spiegelman, "What had seemed like a revolution simply deflated into a lifestyle. Underground comics were stereotyped as dealing only with Sex, Dope and Cheap Thrills. They got stuffed back into the closet, along with bong pipes and love beads, as Things Started To Get Uglier."[3]

Autobiographical comics began to come into prominence in 1976, with the premiere of Harvey Pekar[image: External link]'s self-published comic American Splendor[image: External link], which featured art by several cartoonists, including Crumb.[3] Comics critic Jared Gardner asserts that, while underground comix was associated with countercultural iconoclasm, the movement's most enduring legacy was to be autobiography.[15]

In the late 1970s, Marvel and DC Comics[image: External link] agreed to sell their comics on a no-return basis with large discounts to comic book retailers; this led to later deals that helped underground publishers.[4] During this period, underground titles focusing on feminist[image: External link] and Gay Liberation[image: External link] themes began to appear, as well as comics associated with the environmental movement[image: External link].[3] Anarchy Comics[image: External link] focused on left-wing politics[image: External link], while Barney Steel's Armageddon[image: External link] focused on anarcho-capitalism[image: External link].[16] British underground cartoonists also created political titles, but they did not sell as well as American political comics.[3]

Artists influenced by the underground comix scene, who were unable to get work published by better known underground publications, began self-publishing their own small press, photocopied comic books, known as minicomics[image: External link].[17] The punk subculture[image: External link] began to influence underground comix.[18]
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In 1982, the distribution of underground comix changed through the emergence of specialty stores.[4]

In response to attempts by mainstream publishers to appeal to adult audiences, alternative comics[image: External link] emerged, focusing on many of the same themes as underground comix, as well as publishing experimental work.[18] Artists formally in the underground comix scene began to associate themselves with alternative comics, including Barry, Crumb, Deitch, Griffith and Justin Green[image: External link].[18] In the 1980s, sexual comix came into prominence, integrating sex into storylines rather than utilizing sexual explicitness for shock value.[18] The first of these features was Omaha the Cat Dancer[image: External link], which made its first appearance in an issue of the zine[image: External link] Vootie. Inspired by Fritz the Cat, Omaha the Cat Dancer focused on an anthropomorphic[image: External link] feline stripper.[19] Other comix with a sexual focus included Melody[image: External link], based on the life story of Sylvie Rancourt and Cherry Poptart[image: External link], a comedic sex comic featuring art similar in style to that of Archie Comics[image: External link].[18][19]



In 1985, Griffith's comic strip Zippy the Pinhead[image: External link] was syndicated as a daily feature. It originally appeared in underground titles before being syndicated.[4] Between 1980 and 1991 Spiegelman's graphic novel Maus[image: External link] was serialized in Raw[image: External link], and published in two volumes in 1986 and 1991. It was followed by an exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art[image: External link] and a Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] for Spiegelman in 1992. The novel originated from a three-page story first published in an underground comic, Funny Aminals ( cq[image: External link]), (Apex Novelties, 1972).[4]

The 1990s witnessed a renaissance in the genre in the United Kingdom[image: External link], through Brain Damage[image: External link], Viz[image: External link], and others.

Alternative cartoonist[image: External link] Peter Bagge[image: External link] was strongly influenced by underground comics,[18] and was reciprocally admired by Crumb, whom Bagge edited Weirdo[image: External link] magazine for in the 1980s; he could be considered part of a "second generation" of underground-type cartoonists, including such notables as Mike Diana[image: External link], Johnny Ryan[image: External link], Bob Fingerman[image: External link], David Heatley[image: External link], Danny Hellman[image: External link], Julie Doucet[image: External link], Jim Woodring[image: External link], Ivan Brunetti[image: External link], Gary Leib[image: External link], Doug Allen[image: External link], and Ed Piskor[image: External link]. Many of these artists were published by Fantagraphics Books[image: External link], which was founded in 1977 and through the 1980s and 90s became a major publisher of alternative and underground cartoonists' work.

As of the 2010s, reprints of early underground comix continue to sell alongside modern underground publications.[4]

The 2010s Foreskin Man[image: External link] series has been referred to as comix by some reviewers. [20]
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British cartoonists were introduced in the underground publications International Times[image: External link] (IT), founded in 1966, and Oz[image: External link] founded in 1967, which reprinted some American material.[3] During a visit to London, Larry Hama[image: External link] created original material for IT.[21] The first UK comix mag was Cyclops, started by IT staff members. In a bid to alleviate its ongoing financial problems, IT brought out Nasty Tales (1971), which was soon prosecuted for obscenity. Despite appearing before the censorious Old Bailey[image: External link] Judge Alan King-Hamilton[image: External link], the publishers were acquitted by the jury.[22][23] In the wake of its own high-profile obscenity trial Oz launched cOZmic Comics in 1972, printing a mixture of new British underground strips and old American work.

When Oz closed down the following year the cOZmic was continued by fledgling media tycoon Felix Dennis[image: External link] and his company, Cozmic Comics/H. Bunch Associates, which published from 1972–1975.[24] The UK-based cartoonists included Chris Welch, Edward Barker[image: External link], Michael J. Weller[image: External link], Malcolm Livingstone, William Rankin (aka Wyndham Raine), Dave Gibbons[image: External link], Joe Petagno, Bryan Talbot[image: External link], and the team of Martin Sudden, Jay Jeff Jones and Brian Bolland[image: External link].[3]

Reprints were popular with publishers because underground artists had no claims on their work[image: External link].[3] The basis for this was that material originally printed in publications that belonged to the Underground Press Syndicate[image: External link] was available to reprint for free by other UPS members. This permission was exploited by some underground comix publishers, bulking up or entirely filling their own magazines with work whose creators didn’t receive any payment even when those publishers made a profit. The last UK comix series of note was Brainstorm Comix (1975), which featured only original British strips.

Hassle Free Press was founded in London in 1975 by Tony and Carol Bennett as a publisher and distributor of underground books and comics. Now known as Knockabout Comics[image: External link], the company has a long-standing relationship with underground comix pioneers Gilbert Shelton[image: External link] and Robert Crumb[image: External link], as well as British creators like Hunt Emerson[image: External link] and Bryan Talbot[image: External link]. Knockabout has frequently suffered from prosecutions from U.K. customs, who have seized work by creators such as Crumb and Melinda Gebbie[image: External link], claiming it to be obscene.[25][26]
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After the death of King Features Syndicate[image: External link] editor Jay Kennedy[image: External link], his personal underground comix collection was acquired by the Billy Ireland Cartoon Library & Museum[image: External link] in Ohio.

The University of California, Berkeley[image: External link]'s Bancroft Library[image: External link] has a large underground comix collection, especially related to Bay Area publications; much of it was built by a deposit account at Gary Arlington[image: External link]'s San Francisco Comic Book Store. The collection also includes titles from New York, Los Angeles, and elsewhere.
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Italians






For a specific analysis of the population of Italy, see Demographics of Italy[image: External link].

Italians (Italian: italiani [itaˈljaːni][image: External link]) are a nation[image: External link] and ethnic group[image: External link] native to Italy[image: External link] who share a common culture[image: External link], ancestry[image: External link] and speak the Italian language as a native tongue.[20][21][22] Legally, Italians are citizens of the Italian Republic[image: External link], regardless of ancestry or country of residence (though the principle of jus sanguinis[image: External link] is used extensively and arguably more favourably in the Italian nationality law), and are distinguished from people of Italian descent and from ethnic Italians living in territories adjacent to the Italian Peninsula[image: External link].[23][24] The majority of Italian nationals are native speakers of Standard Italian[image: External link], though many Italians speak other languages native to Italy[image: External link] (often colloquially referred to as "Italian dialects[image: External link]").[22][25]

In 2014, in addition to about 55 million Italians in Italy (91% of the Italian national population),[26] Italian-speaking autonomous groups are found in neighbouring nations: about half a million are in Switzerland[image: External link] and a large population is in France[image: External link],[27] and there are smaller groups in Slovenia[image: External link] and Croatia[image: External link], primarily in Istria[image: External link] and Dalmatia[image: External link]. Because of the wide-ranging diaspora[image: External link], about 5 million Italian citizens[28] and nearly 80 million people of full or partial Italian ancestry[29] live outside of their own homeland, most notably in parts of Europe[image: External link], the Americas[image: External link] and Australia[image: External link].

Italians have greatly influenced and contributed to the arts and music, science, technology, cuisine, sports, fashion, jurisprudence, banking and business[30] both abroad and worldwide.[31] Italian people are generally known for their localism (both regionalist and municipalist)[32] and their attention to clothing and family values[image: External link].[33]
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The term Italian is at least 3,000 years old and has a history that goes back to pre-Roman Italy. According to one of the more common explanations, the term Italia[image: External link], from Latin[image: External link]: Italia,[34] was borrowed through Greek[image: External link] from the Oscan[image: External link] Víteliú, meaning "land of young cattle" (cf. Lat[image: External link] vitulus "calf", Umb[image: External link] vitlo "calf").[35] The bull was a symbol of the southern Italic tribes and was often depicted goring the Roman wolf as a defiant symbol of free Italy during the Social War[image: External link]. Greek historian Dionysius of Halicarnassus[image: External link] states this account together with the legend that Italy was named after Italus[image: External link],[36] mentioned also by Aristotle[image: External link][37] and Thucydides[image: External link].[38]
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 History




Main article: Population history of Italy[image: External link]


Further information: History of Italy[image: External link]
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 Roman era




Main articles: Ancient peoples of Italy[image: External link], Etruscan civilization[image: External link], Magna Graecia[image: External link], Cisalpine Gaul[image: External link], and Ancient Rome[image: External link]


The Etruscan civilization[image: External link] reached its peak about the 7th century BC, but by 509 BC, when the Romans overthrew their Etruscan monarchs, its control in Italy was on the wane. By 350 BC, after a series of wars between Greeks[image: External link] and Etruscans, the Latins[image: External link], with Rome as their capital, gained the ascendancy by 272 BC, and they managed to unite the entire Italian peninsula.

This period of unification was followed by one of conquest in the Mediterranean, beginning with the First Punic War[image: External link] against Carthage[image: External link]. In the course of the century-long struggle against Carthage, the Romans conquered Sicily, Sardinia and Corsica. Finally, in 146 BC, at the conclusion of the Third Punic War[image: External link], with Carthage completely destroyed and its inhabitants enslaved, Rome[image: External link] became the dominant power in the Mediterranean. From its inception, Rome was a republican city-state, but four famous civil conflicts destroyed the republic: Lucius Cornelius Sulla[image: External link] against Gaius Marius[image: External link] and his son (88–82 BC), Julius Caesar[image: External link] against Pompey[image: External link] (49–45 BC), Marcus Junius Brutus[image: External link] and Gaius Cassius Longinus[image: External link] against Mark Antony[image: External link] and Octavian (43 BC), and Mark Antony against Octavian[image: External link].

Octavian, the final victor (31 BC), was accorded the title of Augustus[image: External link] by the Senate[image: External link] and thereby became the first Roman emperor. Augustus created for the first time an administrative region called Italia with inhabitants called "Italicus populus", stretching from the Alps[image: External link] to Sicily: for this reason historians like Emilio Gentile[image: External link] called him Father of Italians.[39]

Under imperial rule, Rome undertook many conquests that brought Roman law[image: External link], Roman administration, and Pax Romana[image: External link] to an area extending from the Atlantic to the Rhine, to the British Isles, to the Iberian Peninsula and large parts of North Africa, and to the Middle East as far as the Euphrates.

After two centuries of successful rule, in the 3rd century AD, Rome was threatened by internal discord and menaced by Germanic and Asian invaders, commonly called barbarians[image: External link] (from the Latin[image: External link] word barbari, "foreigners"). Emperor Diocletian's administrative division of the empire into two parts in 285 provided only temporary relief; it became permanent in 395. In 313, Emperor Constantine accepted Christianity[image: External link], and churches thereafter rose throughout the empire. However, he also moved his capital from Rome to Constantinople[image: External link], greatly reducing the importance of the former. The last Western emperor, Romulus Augustulus[image: External link], was deposed in 476 by a Germanic foederati general in Italy, Odoacer[image: External link]. His defeat marked the end of the western part of the Roman Empire. During most of the period from the fall of Rome[image: External link] until the Kingdom of Italy was established in 1861, the peninsula was divided into several smaller states.
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 The Middle Ages




Main article: Italy in the Middle Ages[image: External link]


Odoacer ruled well for 13 years after gaining control of Italy in 476. Then he was attacked and defeated by Theodoric[image: External link], the king of another Germanic tribe, the Ostrogoths[image: External link]. Theodoric and Odoacer ruled jointly until 493, when Theodoric murdered Odoacer. Theodoric continued to rule Italy with an army of Ostrogoths and a government that was mostly Italian. After the death of Theodoric in 526, the kingdom began to grow weak. By 553, emperor Justinian I[image: External link] expelled the Ostrogoths. The old Roman Empire was mostly united again, even if at the price of the total destruction of the Italian peninsula (Rome—under Augustus the first "one million inhabitants" city in the world—was reduced to a small village of just one thousand inhabitants[citation needed[image: External link]]). But Byzantine[image: External link] rule in Italy collapsed again by 572 as a result of invasions by another Germanic tribe, the Lombards[image: External link], though some areas in the extreme south remained under Byzantine rule as the "theme of Lombardy".

During the 5th and 6th centuries, the popes increased their influence in both religious and political matters in Italy. It was usually the popes who led attempts to protect Italy from invasion or to soften foreign rule. For about 200 years the popes opposed attempts by the Lombards, who had captured most of Italy, to take over Rome as well. The popes[image: External link] finally defeated the Lombards with the aid of two Frankish kings, Pepin the Short[image: External link] and Charlemagne[image: External link]. Using land won for them by Pepin in 756, the popes established political rule in what were called the Papal States[image: External link] in central Italy.

The Lombards remained a threat to papal power, however, until they were crushed by Charlemagne in 774. Charlemagne added the Kingdom of the Lombards[image: External link] to his vast realm. In recognition of Charlemagne's power, and to cement the church's alliance with him, Charlemagne was crowned emperor of the Romans by Pope Leo III[image: External link] in 800.[40] After Charlemagne's death in 814, his son Louis the Pious[image: External link] succeeded him. Louis divided the empire among his sons, who fought each other for territory. Such battles continued until Otto the Great[image: External link], the king of Germany, was crowned emperor in 962. This marked the beginning of what later was called the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link].
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 Rise of the city-states and the Renaissance




Main article: Italian city-states[image: External link]


From the 11th century on, Italian cities began to grow rapidly in independence and importance. They became centres of political life, banking[image: External link], and foreign trade. Some became wealthy, and many, including Florence[image: External link], Rome[image: External link], Genoa[image: External link], Milan[image: External link], Pisa[image: External link], Siena[image: External link] and Venice[image: External link], grew into nearly independent city-states. Each had its own foreign policy and political life. They all resisted the efforts of noblemen and emperors to control them.

During the 14th and 15th centuries, some Italian city-states ranked among the most important powers of Europe. Venice, in particular, had become a major maritime power, and the city-states as a group acted as a conduit for goods from the Byzantine and Islamic empires. In this capacity, they provided great impetus to the developing Renaissance[image: External link], began in Florence in the 14th century,[41] and led to an unparalleled flourishing of the arts, literature, music, and science.

However, the city-states were often troubled by violent disagreements among their citizens. The most famous division was between the Guelphs and Ghibellines[image: External link]. The Guelphs supported supreme rule by the pope, and the Ghibellines favored the emperor. City-states often took sides and waged war against each other. During the Renaissance, Italy became an even more attractive prize to foreign conquerors. After some city-states asked for outside help in settling disputes with their neighbors, King Charles VIII of France[image: External link] marched into Italy in 1494. Charles soon withdrew, but he had shown that the Italian peninsula could be conquered because they were not united[citation needed[image: External link]]. After the Italian Wars[image: External link], Spain emerged as the dominant force in the region. Venice, Milan, and other city-states retained at least some of their former greatness during this period, as did Savoy[image: External link]-Piedmont, protected by the Alps and well defended by its vigorous rulers.
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 The French Revolution and Napoleon




Main article: Napoleonic Kingdom of Italy[image: External link]


The French Revolution and Napoleon influenced Italy more deeply than they affected any other country of Europe, except France. The French Revolution[image: External link] began in 1789 and immediately found supporters among the Italian people. The local Italian rulers, sensing danger in their own country, drew closer to the European kings who opposed France. After the French king was overthrown and France became a republic, secret clubs favouring an Italian republic were formed throughout Italy. The armies of the French Republic began to move across Europe. In 1796, Napoleon Bonaparte[image: External link] led a French army into northern Italy and drove out the Austrian rulers. Once again, Italy was the scene of battle between the Habsburgs[image: External link] and the French. Wherever France conquered, Italian republics were set up, with constitutions and legal reforms. Napoleon made himself emperor in 1804, and part of northern and central Italy was unified under the name of the Kingdom of Italy, with Napoleon as king. The rest of northern and central Italy was annexed by France. Only Sicily and the island of Sardinia, which had been ceded to the House of Savoy[image: External link] in 1720 and had been under their rule ever since, remained free of French control.

French domination lasted less than 20 years, and it differed from previous foreign control of the Italian peninsula. In spite of heavy taxation and frequent harshness, the French introduced representative assemblies and new laws that were the same for all parts of the country. For the first time since the days of ancient Rome, Italians of different regions used the same money and served in the same army. Many Italians began to see the possibility of a united Italy free of foreign control.
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 The Kingdom of Italy




Main article: Kingdom of Italy[image: External link]


After the Battle of Waterloo[image: External link], the reaction set in with the Congress of Vienna[image: External link] allowed the restoration of many of the old rulers and systems under Austrian domination. The concept of nationalism continued strong, however, and sporadic outbreaks led by such inveterate reformers as Giuseppe Mazzini[image: External link] occurred in several parts of the peninsula down to 1848–49. This Risorgimento[image: External link] movement was brought to a successful conclusion under the able guidance of Camillo Benso, conte di Cavour[image: External link], prime minister of Piedmont.

Cavour managed to unite most of Italy under the headship of Victor Emmanuel II[image: External link] of the house of Savoy, and on 17 March 1861, the Kingdom of Italy was proclaimed with Victor Emmanuel II as king. Giuseppe Garibaldi[image: External link], the popular republican hero of Italy, contributed much to this achievement and to the subsequent incorporation of the Papal States under the Italian monarch. Italian troops occupied Rome in 1870, and in July 1871, this formally became the capital of the kingdom. Pope Pius IX[image: External link], a longtime rival of Italian kings, considered himself a "prisoner" of the Vatican[image: External link] and refused to cooperate with the royal administration. Only in 1929 the Roman Pope accepted the unified Italy with Rome[image: External link] as capital.

In the decades following unification, Italy started to create colonies in Africa[image: External link], and under Benito Mussolini[image: External link]'s fascism[image: External link] conquered Ethiopia[image: External link] founding in 1936 the Italian Empire[image: External link]. World War I[image: External link] completed the process of Italian unification, with the annexation of Trieste, Istria[image: External link], Trentino-Alto Adige[image: External link] and Zara[image: External link]. The Italians grew to 45 millions in 1940 and the land, whose economy had been until that time based upon agriculture, started its industrial development, mainly in northern Italy. But World War II[image: External link] soon destroyed Italy and its colonial power.
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 The Italian Republic




Main article: History of the Italian Republic[image: External link]


Between 1945 and 1948, the outlines of a new Italy began to appear. Victor Emmanuel III[image: External link] gave up the throne on 9 May 1946, and his son, Umberto II[image: External link], became king. On 2 June Italy held its first free election after 20 years of Fascist rule (the so-called Ventennio). Italians chose a republic to replace the monarchy, which had been closely associated with Fascism[image: External link]. They elected a Constituent Assembly[image: External link] to prepare a new democratic constitution. The Assembly approved the constitution in 1947, which came into force since 1 January 1948.
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of Italy[image: External link]


From the Magna Graecia period to the 17th century, the inhabitants of the Italian peninsula were at the forefront of Western culture[image: External link], being the fulcrum and origin of Magna Graecia[image: External link], Ancient Rome[image: External link], the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link], Humanism[image: External link], the Renaissance[image: External link] and Baroque[image: External link].

Italy also became a seat of great formal learning in 1088 with the establishment of the University of Bologna[image: External link], the first university[image: External link] in the Western World.[42] Many other Italian universities soon followed. For example, the Schola Medica Salernitana[image: External link], in southern Italy, was the first medical school in Europe.[43] These great centres of learning presaged the Rinascimento: the European Renaissance began in Italy and was fueled throughout Europe by Italian painters, sculptors, architects, scientists, literature masters and music composers. Italy continued its leading cultural role through the Baroque[image: External link] period and into the Romantic period, when its dominance in painting and sculpture diminished but the Italians re-established a strong presence in music.

Italian explorers and navigators in the 15th and 16th centuries left a perennial mark on human history with the modern "discovery of America", due to Christopher Columbus[image: External link]. In addition, the name of the American continents[image: External link] derives from the geographer Amerigo Vespucci[image: External link]'s first name. Also noted, is explorer Marco Polo[image: External link] who travelled extensively throughout the eastern world[image: External link] recording his travels.

Due to comparatively late national unification, and the historical autonomy of the regions that comprise the Italian peninsula, many traditions and customs of the Italians can be identified by their regions of origin. Despite the political and social isolation of these regions, Italy's contributions to the cultural and historical heritage of the Western world remain immense. Famous elements of Italian culture are its opera[image: External link] and music, its iconic gastronomy and food, which are commonly regarded as amongst the most popular in the world,[44] its cinema[image: External link] (with filmmakers such as Federico Fellini[image: External link], Michelangelo Antonioni[image: External link], Mario Monicelli[image: External link], Sergio Leone[image: External link], Alberto Sordi, etc.), its collections of priceless works of art and its fashion (Milan and Florence are regarded as some of the few fashion capitals[image: External link] of the world).
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 Philosophy




Main article: Italian philosophy[image: External link]


Over the ages Italian literature had a vast influence on Western philosophy, beginning with the Greeks and Romans, and going onto Renaissance, The Enlightenment[image: External link] and modern philosophy. Italian Medieval philosophy was mainly Christian, and included several important philosophers and theologians such as St Thomas Aquinas[image: External link]. Aquinas was the student of Albert the Great[image: External link], a brilliant Dominican[image: External link] experimentalist, much like the Franciscan[image: External link], Roger Bacon[image: External link] of Oxford[image: External link] in the 13th century. Aquinas reintroduced Aristotelian philosophy[image: External link] to Christianity. He believed that there was no contradiction between faith and secular reason. He believed that Aristotle had achieved the pinnacle in the human striving for truth and thus adopted Aristotle's philosophy as a framework in constructing his theological and philosophical outlook. He was a professor at the prestigious University of Paris[image: External link].

Italy was also affected by the Enlightenment, a movement which was a consequence of the Renaissance[image: External link] and changed the road of Italian philosophy.[45] Followers of the group often met to discuss in private salons and coffeehouses, notably in the cities of Milan[image: External link], Rome and Venice[image: External link]. Cities with important universities such as Padua[image: External link], Bologna[image: External link] and Naples, however, also remained great centres of scholarship and the intellect, with several philosophers such as Giambattista Vico[image: External link] (1668–1744) (who is widely regarded as being the founder of modern Italian philosophy)[46] and Antonio Genovesi[image: External link].[45] Italian society also dramatically changed during the Enlightenment, with rulers such as Leopold II of Tuscany[image: External link] abolishing the death penalty. The church's power was significantly reduced, and it was a period of great thought and invention, with scientists such as Alessandro Volta[image: External link] and Luigi Galvani[image: External link] discovering new things and greatly contributing to Western science.[45] Cesare Beccaria[image: External link] was also one of the greatest Italian Enlightenment writers and now considered one of the fathers of classical criminal theory[image: External link] as well as modern penology[image: External link].[47] Beccaria is famous for his masterpiece On Crimes and Punishments[image: External link] (1764), a treatise (later translated into 22 languages) that served as one of the earliest prominent condemnations of torture[image: External link] and the death penalty[image: External link] and thus a landmark work in anti-death penalty[image: External link] philosophy.[45]

Some of the most prominent philosophies and ideologies in Italy during the late 19th and early to mid-20th centuries include anarchism[image: External link], communism[image: External link], socialism[image: External link], futurism[image: External link], fascism[image: External link], and Christian democracy[image: External link]. Both futurism and fascism (in its original form, now often distinguished as Italian fascism[image: External link]) were developed in Italy at this time. From the 1920s to the 1940s, Italian Fascism was the official philosophy and ideology of the Italian government led by Benito Mussolini. Giovanni Gentile[image: External link] was one of the most significant 20th-century Idealist/Fascist philosophers. Meanwhile, anarchism, communism, and socialism, though not originating in Italy, took significant hold in Italy during the early 20th century, with the country producing numerous significant Italian anarchists[image: External link], socialists, and communists. In addition, anarcho-communism[image: External link] first fully formed into its modern strain within the Italian section of the First International[image: External link].[48] Antonio Gramsci[image: External link] remains an important philosopher within Marxist[image: External link] and communist theory, credited with creating the theory of cultural hegemony[image: External link].
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 Literature




Main article: Italian literature[image: External link]


Italian literature may be unearthed back to the Middle Ages[image: External link], with the most significant poets of the period being Dante Alighieri[image: External link], Petrarch[image: External link], and Giovanni Boccaccio[image: External link]. During the Renaissance[image: External link], humanists such as Leonardo Bruni[image: External link], Coluccio Salutati[image: External link] and Niccolò Machiavelli[image: External link] were great collectors of antique manuscripts. Many worked for the organized Church and were in holy orders (like Petrarch), while others were lawyers and chancellors of Italian cities, like Petrarch's disciple, Salutati, the Chancellor of Florence, and thus had access to book copying workshops. One of the most remarkable poets of the early 19 and 20th century writers was Giacomo Leopardi[image: External link], who is widely acknowledged to be one of the most radical and challenging thinkers of the 19th century.[49][50] Italo Svevo[image: External link], the author of La coscienza di Zeno (1923), and Luigi Pirandello[image: External link] (winner of the 1934 Nobel Prize in Literature), who explored the shifting nature of reality in his prose fiction and such plays as Sei personaggi in cerca d'autore (Six Characters in Search of an Author[image: External link], 1921). Federigo Tozzi[image: External link] and Giuseppe Ungaretti[image: External link] were well-known novelists, critically appreciated only in recent years, and regarded one of the forerunners of existentialism[image: External link] in the European novel.
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 Law and justice




Since the Roman Empire, most western contributions to Western legal culture was the emergence of a class of Roman jurists. During the Middle Ages, St. Thomas Aquinas[image: External link], the most influential western scholar of the period, integrated the theory of natural law with the notion of an eternal and biblical law.[51] During the Renaissance, Prof. Alberico Gentili[image: External link], the founder of the science of international law, authored the first treatise on public international law and separated secular law from canon law and Roman Catholic theology. Enlightenment[image: External link]'s greatest legal theorists, Cesare Beccaria[image: External link], Giambattista Vico[image: External link] and Francesco Mario Pagano[image: External link], are well remembered for their legal works, particularly on criminal law. Francesco Carrara[image: External link], an advocate of abolition of the death penalty, was one of the foremost European criminal lawyers of the 19th century. During the last periods, numerous Italians have been recognised as the prominent prosecutor magistrates.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Science and technology




Main articles: Science and technology in Italy[image: External link] and List of Italian inventions[image: External link]


Italians have been the central figures of countless inventions and discoveries and they made many predominant contributions to various fields. During the Renaissance[image: External link], Italian polymaths such as Leonardo da Vinci (1452–1519), Michelangelo[image: External link] (1475–1564) and Leon Battista Alberti[image: External link] (1404–72) made important contributions to a variety of fields, including biology, architecture, and engineering. Galileo Galilei[image: External link] (1564–1642), a physicist, mathematician and astronomer, played a major role in the Scientific Revolution[image: External link]. His achievements include the invention of the thermometer and key improvements to the telescope[image: External link] and consequent astronomical observations, and ultimately the triumph of Copernicanism[image: External link] over the Ptolemaic model[image: External link]. Other astronomers such as Giovanni Domenico Cassini[image: External link] (1625–1712) and Giovanni Schiaparelli[image: External link] (1835–1910) made many important discoveries about the Solar System[image: External link]. Physicist Enrico Fermi[image: External link] (1901–54), a Nobel prize laureate, led the team in Chicago that built the first nuclear reactor[image: External link] and is also noted for his many other contributions to physics, including the co-development of the quantum theory[image: External link]. He and a number of Italian physicists were forced to leave Italy in the 1930s by Fascist laws against Jews[image: External link], including Emilio G. Segrè[image: External link] (1905–89) (who discovered the elements technetium[image: External link] and astatine[image: External link], and the antiproton[image: External link]),[52] and Bruno Rossi[image: External link] (1905–93), a pioneer in Cosmic Rays and X-ray astronomy. Other prominent physicists and scientists include: Amedeo Avogadro[image: External link] (most noted for his contributions to molecular theory[image: External link], in particular Avogadro's law[image: External link] and the Avogadro constant[image: External link]), Evangelista Torricelli[image: External link] (inventor of the barometer[image: External link]), Alessandro Volta[image: External link] (inventor of the electric battery[image: External link]), Guglielmo Marconi[image: External link] (inventor of radio[image: External link]), Antonio Meucci[image: External link] (known for developing a voice-communication apparatus, often credited as the inventor of the first telephone[image: External link] before even Alexander Graham Bell[image: External link]),[53][54] Galileo Ferraris[image: External link] (one of the pioneers of AC power system, invented the first induction motor[image: External link]), Ettore Majorana[image: External link] (who discovered the Majorana fermions[image: External link]), and Carlo Rubbia[image: External link] (1984 Nobel Prize in Physics for work leading to the discovery of the W and Z particles[image: External link] at CERN[image: External link]).

In biology, Francesco Redi[image: External link] was the first to challenge the theory of spontaneous generation by demonstrating that maggots come from eggs of flies and he described 180 parasites in detail; Marcello Malpighi[image: External link] founded microscopic anatomy[image: External link]; Lazzaro Spallanzani[image: External link] conducted important research in bodily functions, animal reproduction, and cellular theory; Camillo Golgi[image: External link], whose many achievements include the discovery of the Golgi complex[image: External link], paved the way to the acceptance of the Neuron doctrine[image: External link]; Rita Levi-Montalcini[image: External link] discovered the nerve growth factor[image: External link] (awarded 1986 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine); Angelo Ruffini[image: External link] first described the Ruffini endings[image: External link] and was known for his work in histology[image: External link] and embryology[image: External link]; Filippo Pacini[image: External link] discovered the Pacinian corpuscles[image: External link] and was the first to isolate the cholera[image: External link] bacillus Vibrio cholerae[image: External link] in 1854, before Robert Koch[image: External link]'s more widely accepted discoveries 30 years later. In chemistry, Giulio Natta[image: External link] received the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1963 for his work on high polymers[image: External link]. Giuseppe Occhialini[image: External link] received the Wolf Prize in Physics[image: External link] for the discovery of the pion[image: External link] or pi- meson[image: External link] decay in 1947.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Mathematics




During the Middle Ages, Leonardo Fibonacci[image: External link], the greatest Western mathematician of the Middle Ages, introduced the Hindu–Arabic numeral system[image: External link] to the Western World and he also introduced the sequence of Fibonacci numbers[image: External link] which he used as an example in Liber Abaci[image: External link]. Gerolamo Cardano[image: External link], introduced the probability[image: External link] and established the binomial coefficients[image: External link] and binomial theorem[image: External link] and he also invented some essential onjects. During the Renaissance, Luca Pacioli[image: External link] established accounting[image: External link] to the world, published the first work on Double-entry bookkeeping system[image: External link]. Galileo Galilei[image: External link] made several significant advances in mathematics. Bonaventura Cavalieri[image: External link]'s works anticipated integral calculus[image: External link] and popularized logarithms[image: External link] in Italy. Jacopo Riccati[image: External link], who was also a jurist, invented the Riccati equation[image: External link]. Maria Gaetana Agnesi[image: External link], the first woman to write a mathematics handbook, become the first woman Mathematics Professor at a University. Gian Francesco Malfatti[image: External link], posed the problem of carving three circular columns out of a triangular block of marble, using as much of the marble as possible, and conjectured that three mutually-tangent circles inscribed within the triangle would provide the optimal solution, which are now known as Malfatti circles[image: External link]. Joseph-Louis Lagrange[image: External link], who was one of the most influential mathematician of his time, made essential works to analysis[image: External link], number theory[image: External link], and both classical and celestial mechanics. Gregorio Ricci-Curbastro[image: External link] invented the Tensor calculus[image: External link] and made meaningful works on algebra, infinitesimal analysis, and papers on the theory of real numbers[image: External link].[55] Giuseppe Peano[image: External link], founded the mathematical logic[image: External link], the set theory[image: External link], and alongside John Venn[image: External link] drew the first Venn diagram[image: External link]. Gregorio Ricci-Curbastro[image: External link] is well known for his invention on absolute differential calculus[image: External link] (tensor calculus), further developed by Tullio Levi-Civita[image: External link], and its applications to the theory of relativity[image: External link]. Beniamino Segre[image: External link] is one of the main contributor of algebraic geometry[image: External link] and one of the founders of finite geometry[image: External link]. Paolo Ruffini[image: External link] is credited for his innovative work in mathematics, creating "Ruffini's rule[image: External link]" and co-creating the Abel–Ruffini theorem[image: External link]. Ennio de Giorgi[image: External link], a Wolf Prize in Mathematics[image: External link] recipient in 1990, solved Bernstein's problem[image: External link] about minimal surfaces[image: External link] and the 19th Hilbert problem[image: External link] on the regularity of solutions of Elliptic partial differential equations[image: External link].
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 Architecture




Main article: Architecture of Italy[image: External link]


As Italy is home to the greatest number of UNESCO[image: External link] World Heritage Sites[image: External link] (51) to date and it is home to half the world's great art treasures,[56] Italians are known for their significant architectural achievements,[57] such as the construction of arches, domes and similar structures during ancient Rome[image: External link], the founding of the Renaissance architectural movement[image: External link] in the late-14th to 16th centuries, and being the homeland of Palladianism[image: External link], a style of construction which inspired movements such as that of Neoclassical architecture[image: External link], and influenced the designs which noblemen built their country houses all over the world, notably in the UK, Australia and the US during the late 17th to early 20th centuries. Several of the finest works in Western architecture, such as the Colosseum[image: External link], the Milan Cathedral[image: External link] and Florence cathedral[image: External link], the Leaning Tower of Pisa[image: External link] and the building designs of Venice[image: External link] are found in Italy.

Italian architecture has also widely influenced the architecture of the world. British architect Inigo Jones[image: External link], inspired by the designs of Italian buildings and cities, brought back the ideas of Italian Renaissance architecture to 17th-century England, being inspired by Andrea Palladio[image: External link].[58] Additionally, Italianate architecture[image: External link], popular abroad since the 19th century, was used to describe foreign architecture which was built in an Italian style, especially modelled on Renaissance architecture[image: External link].
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 Music




Main article: Music of Italy[image: External link]


From folk music[image: External link] to classical[image: External link], music has always played an important role in Italian culture. Instruments associated with classical music, including the piano and violin, were invented in Italy, and many of the prevailing classical music forms, such as the symphony[image: External link], concerto, and sonata[image: External link], can trace their roots back to innovations of 16th- and 17th-century Italian music. Italians invented many of the musical instruments, including the piano and violin.

Most notable Italians composers include the Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina[image: External link], Claudio Monteverdi[image: External link], the Baroque composers[image: External link] Scarlatti[image: External link], Corelli[image: External link] and Vivaldi[image: External link], the Classical composers[image: External link] Paganini[image: External link] and Rossini[image: External link], and the Romantic composers[image: External link] Verdi[image: External link] and Puccini[image: External link], whose operas, including La bohème[image: External link], Tosca[image: External link], Madama Butterfly[image: External link], and Turandot[image: External link], are among the most frequently worldwide performed in the standard repertoire[image: External link].[59][60] Modern Italian composers such as Berio[image: External link] and Nono[image: External link] proved significant in the development of experimental[image: External link] and electronic music[image: External link]. While the classical music tradition still holds strong in Italy, as evidenced by the fame of its innumerable opera houses, such as La Scala[image: External link] of Milan and San Carlo[image: External link] of Naples, and performers such as the pianist Maurizio Pollini[image: External link] and the late tenor Luciano Pavarotti[image: External link], Italians have been no less appreciative of their thriving contemporary music scene.

Italians are amply known as the mothers of opera.[61] Italian opera[image: External link] was believed to have been founded in the early 17th century, in Italian cities such as Mantua[image: External link] and Venice[image: External link].[61] Later, works and pieces composed by native Italian composers of the 19th and early 20th centuries, such as Rossini[image: External link], Bellini[image: External link], Donizetti[image: External link], Verdi[image: External link] and Puccini[image: External link], are among the most famous operas ever written and today are performed in opera houses across the world. La Scala operahouse in Milan is also renowned as one of the best in the world. Famous Italian opera singers include Enrico Caruso[image: External link] and Alessandro Bonci[image: External link].

Introduced in the early 1920s, jazz[image: External link] took a particularly strong foothold on Italians, and remained popular despite the xenophobic cultural policies of the Fascist regime. Today, the most notable centres of jazz music in Italy include Milan, Rome, and Sicily. Later, Italy was at the forefront of the progressive rock[image: External link] movement of the 1970s, with bands like PFM[image: External link] and Goblin[image: External link]. Italy was also an important country in the development of disco[image: External link] and electronic[image: External link] music, with Italo disco[image: External link], known for its futuristic sound and prominent usage of synthesizers and drum machines[image: External link], being one of the earliest electronic dance genres, as well as European forms of disco aside from Euro disco[image: External link] (which later went on to influence several genres such as Eurodance[image: External link] and Nu-disco[image: External link]).

Producers and songwriters such as Giorgio Moroder[image: External link], who won three Academy Awards for his music, were highly influential in the development of EDM[image: External link] (electronic dance music). Today, Italian pop music is represented annually with the Sanremo Music Festival[image: External link], which served as inspiration for the Eurovision[image: External link] song contest, and the Festival of Two Worlds[image: External link] in Spoleto[image: External link]. Singers such as pop[image: External link] diva[image: External link] Mina[image: External link], classical crossover artist Andrea Bocelli[image: External link], Grammy[image: External link] winner Laura Pausini[image: External link], and European chart-topper Eros Ramazzotti[image: External link] have attained international acclaim.
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 Cinema




Main articles: Cinema of Italy[image: External link] and List of Italian actors[image: External link]


Since the development of the Italian film industry in the early 1900s, Italian filmmakers and performers have, at times, experienced both domestic and international success, and have influenced film movements throughout the world.

Following the Fascist era, characterized by the Telefoni Bianchi[image: External link] genre, they got international critical acclaim through the Neorealist genre[image: External link], and starting from the 1960s through the Commedia all'italiana[image: External link] genre as well as through a number of auteurs[image: External link] such as Federico Fellini[image: External link], Luchino Visconti[image: External link], Michelangelo Antonioni[image: External link] and Pier Paolo Pasolini[image: External link].[62]

Since the early 1960s they also popularized a large number of genres and subgenres, such as Peplum[image: External link], Macaroni Combat[image: External link], Giallo[image: External link], Spaghetti Western, Musicarello[image: External link], Poliziotteschi[image: External link] and Commedia sexy all'italiana[image: External link].[62]

So far, Italy has won 14 Academy Awards for Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link], the most of any country, and 12 Palme d'Or[image: External link], the second-most of any country.
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 Sport




Main article: Sport in Italy[image: External link]


Italians have a long tradition in sport. In numerous sports, both individual and team, Italy has been very successful.

Association football[image: External link] is the most popular sport in Italy. Italy[image: External link] is one of the most successful national teams in association football having four FIFA World Cups[image: External link], one UEFA European Championship and one Olympic tournament. Amongst the players who won the FIFA World Cup there are Giuseppe Meazza[image: External link], Silvio Piola[image: External link] (to date the highest goalscorer in Italian first league history), Dino Zoff[image: External link], Paolo Rossi[image: External link], Marco Tardelli[image: External link], Bruno Conti[image: External link], Gianluigi Buffon[image: External link], Fabio Cannavaro[image: External link], Alessandro Del Piero[image: External link], Andrea Pirlo[image: External link] and Francesco Totti[image: External link]. Amongst those who did not win the World Cup but laureated as European champions are Gianni Rivera[image: External link], Luigi Riva[image: External link] (to date Italy's leading scorer of all time), Sandro Salvadore[image: External link], Giacomo Bulgarelli[image: External link], Pietro Anastasi[image: External link] and Giacinto Facchetti[image: External link]. Other prominent players who achieved success at club level are Giampiero Boniperti[image: External link], Romeo Benetti[image: External link], Roberto Boninsegna[image: External link], Roberto Bettega[image: External link], Roberto Baggio[image: External link] and Paolo Maldini[image: External link]. Of the above-mentioned, the goalkeeper Dino Zoff, who served in the National team from 1968 to 1983, is to date the only Italian player to have won both the European championship (in 1968) and the FIFA World Cup (in 1982), apart from being the oldest winner ever of the World Cup. At club level, to date Italy has won a total of 12 European Cup / Champions' Leagues, 9 UEFA Cups / UEFA Europa League[image: External link] and 7 UEFA Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link].

Motorcycle racers such as Giacomo Agostini[image: External link] and Valentino Rossi[image: External link] are recognized as some of the greatest sportstars of all time. Federica Pellegrini[image: External link], one of the few female swimmers to have set world records in more than one event has been one of the world's most successful swimmers. Italian athletes have won 549 medals at the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link], and another 114 medals at the Winter Olympic Games[image: External link]. Jessica Rossi[image: External link] scored a Shooting sport[image: External link] world record of 75 in the qualification and a world record of 99. As for Olympic games, 663 Italians won medals, particularly in Swordsmanship[image: External link], which makes them the 6th most successful ethnic group in Olympic history. There are more than 2,000,000 Italian skiers in the world, most of them in the north and in the centre.[clarification needed[image: External link]] Italian skiers received good results in the Winter Olympic Games, World Cup, and World Championships.

Italians are the second of the most who have won the World Cycling Championship[image: External link] more than any other country after Belgium[image: External link]. The Giro d'Italia[image: External link] is a world-famous long-distance cycling race held every May, and constitutes one of the three Grand Tours[image: External link], along with the Tour de France[image: External link] and the Vuelta a España[image: External link], each of which last approximately three weeks. Tennis[image: External link] has a significant following near courts and on television. Italian professional tennis players are almost always in the top 100 world ranking of male and female players. Beach tennis with paddle racquet[image: External link] was invented by Italians, and is practised by many people across the country. Volleyball[image: External link] is played by a lot of amateur players and professional players compete in the Italian Volleyball League[image: External link], regarded as the best and most difficult volleyball league in the world. The male[image: External link] and female[image: External link] national teams are often in the top 4 ranking of teams in the world. Athletics[image: External link] is a popular sport for Italians, as the Italian World and Olympic champions are very celebrated people. In wrestling[image: External link], one of the most remarkable wrestlers is Bruno Sammartino[image: External link], who held the record of the WWWF (World) Heavyweight Championship[image: External link] for over 11 years across two reigns, the first of which is the longest single reign in the promotion's history.

Rugby union[image: External link] was imported from France in the 1910s and has been regularly played since the 1920s; the National team[image: External link] has progressed slowly but significantly during the decades and thanks to the good results achieved in the second half of the 1990s, when they managed to beat historical teams like Scotland[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link] and eventually France[image: External link], Italy gained the admission to the Five Nation Championship, later renamed Six Nations[image: External link]; Italy has taken part to the Rugby World Cup[image: External link] since its inauguration in 1987 and never missed an edition though to date has never gone past the group stage.
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 Ethnogenesis




Further information: Genetic history of Europe[image: External link] and Genetic history of Italy[image: External link]


Due to historic demographic shifts in the Italian peninsula throughout history, modern Italians have mixed origins. This includes pre-Indo-European (such as the Etruscans[image: External link] and the Ligures[image: External link])[63] and pre-Roman peoples (such as the Celts[image: External link]), as well as Italic people[image: External link] (such as the Latino-Faliscans[image: External link], the Osco-Umbrians[image: External link], the Sicels[image: External link], and the Veneti[image: External link]). Most Italians originate from these two primary elements, and all share a common Latin heritage and history.
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 Prehistory




The Italians are a Southwestern European population, with origins predominantly from Southern and Western Europe[image: External link].

The earliest modern humans[image: External link] inhabiting Italy are believed to have been Paleolithic[image: External link] peoples that may have arrived in the Italian Peninsula[image: External link] as early as 35,000 to 40,000 years ago. Italy is believed to have been a major Ice-age refuge from which Paleolithic humans later colonized Europe. Migrations from what is now Italy during the Paleolithic and Mesolithic[image: External link] link modern Italians[image: External link] to the populations of much of Western Europe[image: External link] and particularly the British Isles[image: External link] and Atlantic Europe[image: External link].

The Neolithic[image: External link] colonization of Europe from Western Asia[image: External link] and the Middle East[image: External link] beginning around 10,000 years ago reached Italy, as most of the rest of the continent although, according to the demic diffusion[image: External link] model, its impact was most in the southern and eastern regions of the European continent.[64]
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 Indo-European




Starting in the 4th millennium BC as well as in the Bronze Age[image: External link], the first wave of migrations into Italy of speakers of Indo-European languages[image: External link] occurred, with the appearance of the Remedello[image: External link], the Rinaldone[image: External link] and the Gaudo[image: External link] cultures. These were later (from the 18th century BC) followed by others that can be identified as Italo-Celts, with the appearance of the Proto-Celtic Canegrate culture[image: External link][65] and Proto-Italic Terramare culture[image: External link],[66] both deriving from the Proto- Italo-Celtic[image: External link] Tumulus[image: External link] and Unetice[image: External link] cultures. Later Celtic La Tène[image: External link] and Hallstatt[image: External link] cultures have been documented in Italy as far south as Umbria[image: External link][67][68] and Latium[image: External link],[69] inhabited by the Rutuli[image: External link] and the Umbri[image: External link], closely related to the Ligures[image: External link].[70] Italics[image: External link] occupied Southern and Central Italy: the "West Italic" group (including the Latins[image: External link]) were the first wave. They had cremation burials and possessed advanced metallurgical techniques. Major tribes included: Latins and Falisci[image: External link] in Lazio, Oenotrians[image: External link] and Italii in Calabria[image: External link], Ausones[image: External link], Aurunci[image: External link] and Opici[image: External link] in Campania[image: External link] and perhaps Sicels[image: External link] in Sicily. They were followed, and largely displaced by East Italic ( Osco-Umbrians[image: External link]) group.[71]
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 Pre-Roman




By the beginning of the Iron Age[image: External link] the Etruscans[image: External link] emerged as the dominant civilization on the Italian peninsula. The Etruscans, whose primary home was in Etruria[image: External link] (modern Tuscany[image: External link]), inhabited a large part of central and northern Italy extending as far north as the Po Valley[image: External link] and as far south as Capua[image: External link].[72] Traditionally the Etruscans were said to have migrated to Italy from Anatolia[image: External link], but modern archaeological and genetic research suggests descent from the indigenous Villanovan culture[image: External link] of Italy.[73][74][75]

The Ligures are said to have been one of the oldest populations in Italy and Western Europe,[76] possibly of Pre-Indo-European origin.[77] According to Strabo they were not Celts, but later became influenced by the Celtic culture of their neighbours, and thus are sometimes referred to as Celticized Ligurians or Celto-Ligurians.[78] Their language had affinities with both Italic[image: External link] ( Latin[image: External link] and the Osco-Umbrian languages[image: External link]) and Celtic[image: External link] ( Gaulish[image: External link]). They primarily inhabited the regions of Liguria[image: External link], Piedmont[image: External link], northern Tuscany[image: External link], western Lombardy[image: External link], western Emilia-Romagna[image: External link] and northern Sardinia[image: External link], but are believed to have once occupied an even larger portion of ancient Italy as far south as Sicily[image: External link].[79][80] They were also settled in Corsica[image: External link] and in the Provence[image: External link] region along the southern coast of modern France[image: External link].

During the Iron Age, prior to Roman rule, the peoples living in the area of modern Italy were:


	
Etruscans[image: External link] ( Camunni[image: External link], Lepontii[image: External link], Raeti[image: External link])

	
Ligures[image: External link] ( Apuani[image: External link], Bagienni[image: External link], Briniates[image: External link], Corsi[image: External link], Friniates[image: External link], Garuli[image: External link], Hercates[image: External link], Ilvates[image: External link], Insubres[image: External link], Orobii[image: External link], Laevi[image: External link], Lapicini[image: External link], Marici[image: External link], Statielli[image: External link], Taurini[image: External link])

	
Italics[image: External link] ( Latins[image: External link], Falisci[image: External link], Marsi[image: External link], Umbri[image: External link], Volsci[image: External link], Marrucini[image: External link], Osci[image: External link], Aurunci[image: External link], Ausones[image: External link], Campanians[image: External link], Paeligni[image: External link], Sabines[image: External link], Bruttii[image: External link], Frentani[image: External link], Lucani[image: External link], Samnites[image: External link], Pentri[image: External link], Caraceni[image: External link], Caudini[image: External link], Hirpini[image: External link], Aequi[image: External link], Fidenates[image: External link], Hernici[image: External link], Picentes[image: External link], Vestini[image: External link], Morgeti[image: External link], Sicels[image: External link], Veneti[image: External link])

	
Gauls[image: External link] ( Ausones[image: External link], Boii[image: External link], Carni[image: External link], Cenomani[image: External link], Graioceli[image: External link], Lingones[image: External link], Segusini[image: External link], Senones[image: External link], Salassi[image: External link], Vertamocorii[image: External link])

	
Greeks[image: External link] of Magna Graecia[image: External link]


	
Sardinians[image: External link] ( Nuragic[image: External link] tribes[image: External link])



The bulk of Italy was inhabited by Italic tribes[image: External link] who occupied the modern regions of Lazio[image: External link], Umbria[image: External link], Marche[image: External link], Abruzzo[image: External link], Molise[image: External link], Campania[image: External link], Basilicata[image: External link], Calabria[image: External link], Apulia[image: External link] and Sicily[image: External link]. Sicily, in addition to having an Italic population in the Sicels[image: External link], also was inhabited by the Sicani[image: External link] and the Elymians[image: External link], of uncertain origin. The Veneti[image: External link], most often regarded as an Italic tribe,[81] chiefly inhabited the Veneto[image: External link], but extended as far east as Friuli-Venezia Giulia[image: External link] and Istria[image: External link], and had colonies as far south as Lazio.[82][83]

Beginning in the 8th century BC, Greeks arrived in Italy and founded cities along the coast of southern Italy and eastern Sicily, which became known as Magna Graecia[image: External link] ("Greater Greece"). The Greeks were frequently at war with the native Italic tribes, but nonetheless managed to Hellenize[image: External link] and assimilate a good portion of the indigenous population located along eastern Sicily and the Southern coasts of the Italian mainland.[84][85] According to Beloch[image: External link] the number of Greek citizens in south Italy at its greatest extent reached only 80,000–90,000, while the local people subjected by the Greeks were between 400,000–600,000.[86][87] By the 4th and 3rd century BC, Greek power in Italy was challenged and began to decline, and many Greeks were pushed out of peninsular Italy by the native Oscan[image: External link], Brutti[image: External link] and Lucani[image: External link] tribes.[88]

The Gauls[image: External link] crossed the Alps and invaded northern Italy in the 4th and 3rd centuries BC[image: External link], settling in the area that became known as Cisalpine Gaul[image: External link] ("Gaul on this side of the Alps"). Although named after the Gauls, the region was mostly inhabited by indigenous tribes, namely the Ligures, Etruscans, Veneti and Euganei[image: External link]. Estimates by Beloch and Brunt[image: External link] suggest that in the 3rd century BC the Gaulish settlers of north Italy numbered between 130,000–140,000 out of a total population of about 1.4 million.[87][89][89] According to Pliny[image: External link] and Livy[image: External link], after the invasion of the Gauls, some of the Etruscans living in the Po Valley sought refuge in the Alps and became known as the Raeti[image: External link].[90][91] The Raeti inhabited the region of Trentino-Alto Adige[image: External link], as well as eastern Switzerland[image: External link] and Tyrol[image: External link] in western Austria[image: External link]. The Ladins[image: External link] of north-eastern Italy and the Romansh people[image: External link] of Switzerland are said to be descended from the Raeti.[92]
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 Roman




Main article: Colonia (Roman)[image: External link]


The Romans[image: External link]—who according to legend originally consisted of three ancient tribes[image: External link]: Latins, Sabines and Etruscans[93]—would go on to conquer the whole Italian peninsula[image: External link]. During the Roman period hundreds of cities and colonies were established throughout Italy, including Florence[image: External link], Turin[image: External link], Como[image: External link], Pavia[image: External link], Padua[image: External link], Verona[image: External link], Vicenza[image: External link], Trieste[image: External link] and many others. Initially many of these cities were colonized by Latins, but later also included colonists belonging to the other Italic tribes who had become Latinized and joined to Rome. After the Roman conquest of Italy "the whole of Italy had become Latinized".[94]

After the Roman conquest of Cisalpine Gaul[image: External link] and the widespread confiscations of Gallic territory, much of the Gaulish population was killed or expelled.[95][96] Many colonies were established by the Romans in the former Gallic territory of Cisalpine Gaul, which was then settled by Roman and Italic people. These colonies included Bologna[image: External link], Modena[image: External link], Reggio Emilia[image: External link], Parma[image: External link], Piacenza[image: External link], Cremona[image: External link] and Forlì[image: External link]. According to Strabo[image: External link]:


"The greater part of the country used to be occupied by the Boii, Ligures, Senones, and Gaesatae[image: External link]; but since the Boii have been driven out, and since both the Gaesatae and the Senones have been annihilated, only the Ligurian tribes and the Roman colonies are left."[96]



The Boii[image: External link], the most powerful and numerous of the Gallic tribes, were expelled by the Romans after 191 BC and settled in Bohemia[image: External link].[97]

Population movement and exchange among people from different regions was not uncommon during the Roman period. Latin colonies were founded at Ariminum[image: External link] in 268 and at Firmum[image: External link] in 264,[98] while large numbers of Picentes[image: External link], who previously inhabited the region, were moved to Paestum[image: External link] and settled along the river Silarus[image: External link] in Campania[image: External link]. Between 180–179 BC, 47,000 Ligures belonging to the Apuani tribe were removed from their home along the modern Ligurian-Tuscan border and deported to Samnium[image: External link], an area corresponding to inland Campania, while Latin colonies were established in their place at Pisa[image: External link], Lucca[image: External link] and Luni[image: External link].[99] Such population movements contributed to the rapid Romanization and Latinization of Italy[image: External link].[100]
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 Between the two millenniums




A large Germanic confederation of Scirii[image: External link], Heruli[image: External link], Turcilingi[image: External link] and Rugians[image: External link], led by Odoacer[image: External link], invaded and settled Italy in 476.[101] They were preceded by 120,000 Alemanni[image: External link], including 30,000 warriors with their families, who settled in the Po Valley in 371,[102] and by 100,000 Burgundians[image: External link] who settled between North Western Italy and Southern France in 443.[103] The Germanic tribe of the Ostrogoths[image: External link] led by Theoderic the Great[image: External link] conquered Italy and presented themselves as upholders of Latin culture, mixing Roman culture together with Gothic culture[image: External link], in order to legitimize their rule amongst Roman subjects who had a long-held belief in the superiority of Roman culture over foreign " barbarian[image: External link]" Germanic culture.[104] The number of Goths under Theodoric has been variously estimated between 200,000 and 250,000.[105] Since Italy had a population of several million, the Goths did not constitute a significant addition to the local population.[106] At the height of their power, there were about 200,000 Ostrogoths in a population of 6 or 7 million.[103][107] Before them, Radagaisus[image: External link] led between 200,000 and 400,000 Goths in Italy in 406 perhaps too high as ancient sources routinely inflated the numbers of tribal invaders.[108] After the Gothic War[image: External link], which devastated the local population, the Ostrogoths were defeated. But in the sixth century, another Germanic tribe known as the Longobards[image: External link] invaded Italy, which in the meantime had been reconquered by the East Roman or Byzantine Empire. The Longobards were a small minority compared to the roughly four million people in Italy at the time.[109] They were no more than 500,000 settlers – 10-15% of the total population.[109][110] They were later followed by the Bavarians[image: External link] and the Franks[image: External link], who conquered and ruled most of Italy. Numerous groups of Slavs[image: External link] and Bulgars[image: External link], pushed by the Khazars[image: External link], settled in the Italian peninsula between the 7th and the 8th centuries.[111][112][113]

Following Roman rule, Sicily and Sardinia were conquered by the Vandals[image: External link], then by the Ostrogoths, and finally by the Byzantines. At one point, while Sardinia grew increasingly autonomous from Byzantine rule to the point of organizing itself into four sovereign Kingdoms or "Judgeships" ( Judicati[image: External link]) that would last until the Aragonese[image: External link] conquest in the 15th century, Sicily was invaded and ruled by Arab[image: External link] peoples (831–1072), later to be followed by the Normans[image: External link]; at that time, the Lombards of Sicily[image: External link] (not to be confused with the Longobards), coming from the Northern Italy[image: External link], settled in the central and eastern part of Sicily. After the marriage between the Norman Roger I of Sicily[image: External link] with Adelaide del Vasto[image: External link], descendant of Aleramici[image: External link] family, many Northern Italian colonisers (known collectively as Lombards) left their homeland, in the Aleramici's possessions in Piedmont[image: External link] and Liguria[image: External link] (then known as Lombardy), to settle on the island of Sicily.[114][114][115]

Before them, other Lombards arrived in Sicily[image: External link], with an expedition departed in 1038, led by the Byzantine commander George Maniakes[image: External link],[116] which for a very short time managed to snatch Messina and Syracuse[image: External link] from the Arabs. The Lombards who arrived with the Byzantines settled in Maniace[image: External link], Randazzo[image: External link] and Troina[image: External link], while a group of Genoese[image: External link] and other Lombards from Liguria settled in Caltagirone[image: External link].[117]

During the subsequent Swabian rule under the Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II[image: External link], who spent most of his life as king of Sicily[image: External link] in his court in Palermo[image: External link], the Islamic element was progressively eradicated until the massive deportation of the last Muslims of Sicily.[118] As a result of Arab expulsion, many towns across Sicily were left depopulated. By the 12th century, Swabian kings granted immigrants from northern Italy (particularly Piedmont[image: External link], Lombardy[image: External link] and Liguria[image: External link]), Latium[image: External link] and Tuscany[image: External link] in central Italy, and French regions[image: External link] of Normandy[image: External link], Provence[image: External link] and Brittany[image: External link] (all collectively known as Lombards.)[119][120] settlement into Sicily, re-establishing the Latin element into the island, a legacy which can be seen in the many Gallo-Italic[image: External link] dialects and towns found in the interior and western parts of Sicily, brought by these settlers.[121] It is believed that the Lombard immigrants in Sicily over a couple of centuries were a total of about 200,000, a quite significant.[122][123][124]

An estimated 20,000 Swabians[image: External link] and 40,000 Normans[image: External link] settled in the southern half of Italy during this period.[125] Additional Tuscan migrants settled in Sicily after the Florentine conquest of Pisa in 1406.[126]

Some of the expelled Muslims were deported to Lucera[image: External link] (Lugêrah, as it was known in Arabic). Their numbers eventually reached between 15,000 and 20,000,[127] leading Lucera to be called Lucaera Saracenorum because it represented the last stronghold of Islamic presence in Italy. The colony thrived for 75 years until it was sacked in 1300 by Christian forces under the command of the Angevin[image: External link] Charles II of Naples[image: External link]. The city's Muslim inhabitants were exiled or sold into slavery,[128] with many finding asylum in Albania[image: External link] across the Adriatic Sea[image: External link].[129] After the expulsions of Muslims in Lucera, Charles II replaced Lucera's Saracens with Christians, chiefly Burgundian[image: External link] and Provençal[image: External link] soldiers and farmers,[130] following an initial settlement of 140 Provençal families in 1273.[131] A remnant of the descendants of these Provençal colonists, still speaking a Franco-Provençal dialect[image: External link], has survived till the present day in the villages of Faeto[image: External link] and Celle di San Vito[image: External link].
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 Modern period




Substantial migrations of Lombards to Naples, Rome and Palermo, continued in the 16th and 17th centuries, driven by the constant overcrowding in the north.[132][133] Beside that, minor but significant settlements of Slavs[image: External link] (the so-called Schiavoni[image: External link]) and Arbereshe[image: External link] in Italy have been recorded.

The geographical and cultural proximity with Southern Italy pushed Albanians to cross the Strait of Otranto[image: External link], especially after Skanderbeg[image: External link]'s death and the conquest of the Balkans[image: External link] by the Ottomans[image: External link]. In defense of the Christian religion and in search of soldiers loyal to the Spanish crown, Alfonso V of Aragon[image: External link], also king of Naples, invited Arbereshe soldiers to move to Italy with their families. In return the king guaranteed to Albanians lots of land and a favourable taxation.

Arbereshe and Schiavoni were used to repopulate abandoned villages or villages whose population had died in earthquakes, plagues and other catastrophes. Albanian soldiers were also used to quell rebellions in Calabria.

Major Slavic colonies were in Friuli[image: External link],[134] Veneto[image: External link], Marche[image: External link], Sicily[image: External link][135] and throughout the Kingdom of Naples[image: External link] (including Apulia, Molise[image: External link], Abruzzo[image: External link], Calabria[image: External link], Terra di Lavoro[image: External link] and Campania[image: External link]).[136]

According to a consolidated tradition of historical studies, there are eight waves of immigration of Albanians in Italy, to which must be added: the movements within the territory of southern Italy and the latest migration (the ninth) in recent years.[137] A remnant of the descendants of these Albanian colonists, still speaking an Albanian language[image: External link], has survived till the present day in many areas of Italy. Their numbers are between 80,000[138] and 260,000 people.[139][140]

In this period, large groups of ethnic Bavarians[image: External link] and Swabians[image: External link] settled in the northern half of the country. Most of them were quickly assimilated in the native population. Nevertheless, in 1882, 100,000 German speakers were still living in the Po valley.[141]
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 Italian diaspora




Main articles: Italian diaspora[image: External link] and Oriundo[image: External link]


The Italian diaspora[image: External link], took place in high numbers after its unification in 1861 and continued through 1914 with the emergence of the First World War[image: External link]. This rapid outflow and migration of Italian people across the globe can be attributed to factors such as the internal economic slump that emerged alongside its unification, family and the industrial boom that occurred in the world surrounding Italy.[143][144]

Italy after its unification did not seek nationalism but instead sought work.[143] Sadly, a unified state did not automatically constitute a sound economy. The global economic expansion, ranging from Britain's Industrial Revolution[image: External link] in the late 18th and through mid 19th century, to the use of slave labor in the Americas did not hit Italy until much later.[143] This lag resulted in a deficit of work available in Italy and the need to look for work elsewhere.The mass industrialization and urbanization globally resulted in higher labor mobility and the need for Italians to stay anchored to the land for economic support declined.[144]

Moreover, better opportunities for work were not the only incentive to move; family played a major role and the dispersion of Italians globally. Italians were more likely to migrate to countries where they had family established beforehand.[144] These ties are shown to be stronger in many cases than the monetary incentive for migration, taking into account a familial base and possibly an Italian migrant community, greater connections to find opportunities for work, housing etc.[144] Thus, thousands of Italian men and women left Italy and dispersed around the world and this trend only increased as World War I approached.

Notably, it was not as if Italians had never migrated before, internal migration between North and Southern Italy before unification was common. Northern Italy caught on to the global industrialization sooner than Southern Italy, therefore it was considered more modern technologically, and tended to be inhabited by the bourgeoisie.[145] Alternatively, rural and agro-intensive Southern Italy was seen as economically backward and was mainly populated by lower class peasantry.[145] Given these disparities, prior to unification (and arguably after) the two sections of Italy, North and South were essentially seen by Italians and other nations as separate countries. So, migrating from one part of Italy to next could be seen as though they were indeed migrating to another country or even continent.[145]

Furthermore, large-scale migrations phenomena did not recede until the late 1920s, well into the Fascist regime, and one last wave can be observed after the end of the Second World War[image: External link].

Over 80 million people of full or part Italian descent live outside of Europe, with nearly 40 million living in Latin America[image: External link] (primarily Brazil[image: External link], Argentina[image: External link], Venezuela[image: External link] and Uruguay[image: External link]), about 19 million living in North America (United States[image: External link] and Canada[image: External link]) and a million in Oceania ( Australia[image: External link] and New Zealand[image: External link]). Others live in other parts of Europe (primarily France[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], and Switzerland[image: External link]). Most Italian citizens living abroad live in other nations of the European Union.
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 Autochthonous Italian communities outside Italy




Main articles: Istrian Italians[image: External link], Dalmatian Italians[image: External link], Swiss Italian[image: External link], Italians of Crimea[image: External link], Corsican people[image: External link], and Maltese Italians[image: External link]


In both the Slovenian and Croatian portions of Istria[image: External link], in Dalmatia as well as in the city of Rijeka[image: External link], Italian refers to autochthonous speakers of Italian and various Italo-Dalmatian languages[image: External link], natives in the region since before the inception of the Venetian Republic[image: External link]. In the aftermath of the Istrian exodus[image: External link] following the Second World War, most Italian-speakers are today predominantly located in the west and south of Istria, and number about 30,000.[146] The number of inhabitants with Italian ancestry is likely much greater but undeterminable. In the first Austrian census carried out in 1870 the number of Italian Dalmatians varied between 40,000 and 50,000 amongst the about 250,000 inhabitants of Dalmatia[image: External link], or 20% of the total Dalmatian population.[147]

In the French County of Nice[image: External link], autochthonous speakers of regional languages of Italy ( Ligurian[image: External link] and Piedmontese[image: External link]), are natives in the region since before annexation to France in 1860. The number of inhabitants with Italian ancestry is generally indeterminable, and the use of French language[image: External link] is now ubiquitous. In addition, Corsica was a part of the Republic of Genoa[image: External link] until 1768 and most of the islanders still have a certain level of proficiency of Corsican[image: External link], a language of the Italo-Dalmatian family closely related to Tuscan[image: External link]. The Italian language ceased to have official status in Corsica in 1859[148] when it was supplanted by French and a process of de-Italianization was started by the French government in Corsica (and in 1861 the Nizzardo area[image: External link]).

A similar process happened in Malta[image: External link], where the Maltese Italians[image: External link] have practically disappeared in the last two centuries after Britain took control of the island during Napoleon[image: External link] times.

Swiss Italian is spoken as natively by about 350,000 people in the canton of Ticino[image: External link] and in the southern part of Graubünden[image: External link] (Canton Grigioni). Swiss-Italian also refers to the Italian speaking population in this region (southern Switzerland) close to the border with Italy[image: External link]. Swiss Italian dialects are spoken in emigrant communities around the world, including in Australia[image: External link].
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Naples






"Napoli" redirects here. For other uses, see Napoli (disambiguation)[image: External link] and Naples (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Naples (/'neIpelz /[image: External link]; Italian: Napoli [ˈnaːpoli][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link]), Neapolitan[image: External link]: Napule [ˈnɑːpələ][image: External link] or [ˈnɑːpulə][image: External link]; Latin[image: External link]: Neapolis; Ancient Greek[image: External link]: Νεάπολις, meaning "new city") is the capital of the Italian region Campania[image: External link] and the third-largest municipality in Italy, after Rome[image: External link] and Milan[image: External link]. In 2015, around 975,260 people lived within the city's administrative limits. The Metropolitan City of Naples[image: External link] had a population of 3,115,320. Naples is the 9th-most populous urban area[image: External link] in the European Union[image: External link] with a population of between 3 million[3] and 3.7 million.[4] About 4.4 million people live in the Naples metropolitan area[image: External link], one of the largest metropolises on the Mediterranean Sea[image: External link].[2]

Naples is one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities[image: External link] in the world. Bronze Age[image: External link] Greek settlements were established in the Naples area in the second millennium BC[image: External link].[5] A larger colony – initially known as Parthenope, Παρθενόπη – developed on the Island of Megaride[image: External link] around the ninth century BC, at the end of the Greek Dark Ages[image: External link].[6][7][8] The city was refounded[by whom?[image: External link]] as Neápolis in the sixth century BC[9] and became a lynchpin of Magna Graecia[image: External link], playing a key role in the merging of Greek culture[image: External link] into Roman society and eventually becoming a cultural centre of the Roman Republic[image: External link].[10] Naples remained influential after the fall of the Western Roman Empire[image: External link], serving as the capital city of the Kingdom of Naples[image: External link] between 1282 and 1816. Thereafter, in union with Sicily[image: External link], it became the capital of the Two Sicilies[image: External link] until the unification of Italy[image: External link] in 1861.

Naples was the most-bombed[image: External link] Italian city during World War II[image: External link].[11] Much of the city's 20th-century periphery was constructed under Benito Mussolini[image: External link]'s fascist government, and during reconstruction efforts after World War II. In recent decades, Naples has constructed a large business district, the Centro Direzionale[image: External link], and has developed an advanced transport infrastructure, including an Alta Velocità[image: External link] high-speed rail link to Rome and Salerno[image: External link], and an expanded subway network[image: External link], which is planned to eventually cover half of the region. The city has experienced significant economic growth in recent decades, and unemployment levels in the city and surrounding Campania have decreased since 1999.[12] However, Naples still suffers from political and economic corruption,[13] and unemployment levels remain high.[14]

Naples has the fourth-largest urban economy in Italy, after Milan, Rome and Turin[image: External link]. It is the world's 103rd-richest city by purchasing power[image: External link], with an estimated 2011 GDP of US$83.6 billion.[15][16] The port of Naples[image: External link] is one of the most important in Europe, and has the world's second-highest level of passenger flow, after the port of Hong Kong.[17] Numerous major Italian companies, such as MSC Cruises[image: External link] Italy S.p.A, are headquartered in Naples. The city also hosts NATO[image: External link]'s Allied Joint Force Command Naples[image: External link], the SRM Institution for Economic Research and the OPE Company and Study Centre.[18][19][20] Naples was a full member of the Eurocities[image: External link] network of European cities.[21] The city was selected to become the headquarters of the European institution ACP/UE[image: External link][22] and was named a City of Literature[image: External link] by UNESCO[image: External link]'s Creative Cities Network[image: External link].[23] The Villa Rosebery[image: External link], one of the three official residences of the President of Italy[image: External link], is located in the city's Posillipo[image: External link] district.

Naples' historic city centre is the largest in Europe,[24] covering 1,700 hectares (4,200 acres) and enclosing 27 centuries of history,[25] and is listed by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site[image: External link]. Naples has long been a major cultural centre with a global sphere of influence, particularly during the Renaissance[image: External link] and Enlightenment[image: External link] eras.[26] In the immediate vicinity of Naples are numerous culturally and historically significant sites, including the Palace of Caserta[image: External link] and the Roman ruins of Pompeii[image: External link] and Herculaneum[image: External link]. Culinarily, Naples is synonymous with pizza[image: External link], which originated in the city. Neapolitan music[image: External link] has furthermore been highly influential, credited with the invention of the romantic guitar[image: External link] and the mandolin[image: External link], as well as notable contributions to opera and folk standards[image: External link]. Popular characters and historical figures who have come to symbolise the city include Januarius[image: External link], the patron saint[image: External link] of Naples, the comic figure Pulcinella[image: External link], and the Sirens[image: External link] from the Greek epic poem[image: External link] the Odyssey[image: External link]. According to CNN[image: External link], the metro stop "Toledo" is the most beautiful in Europe and it won also the LEAF Award[image: External link] '2013 as "Public building of the year".[27][28] Naples is the Italian city with the highest number of accredited stars from the Michelin Guide[image: External link].[29]

Naples' sports scene is dominated by football[image: External link] and Serie A[image: External link] club S.S.C. Napoli[image: External link], two-time Italian champions and winner of European trophies, who play at the San Paolo Stadium[image: External link] in the south-west of the city.
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Main articles: Magna Graecia[image: External link] and Ancient Rome[image: External link]


The Phlegraean Fields[image: External link] around Naples has been inhabited since the Neolithic[image: External link] period.[31] The earliest Greek[image: External link] settlements were established in the Naples area in the second millennium BC[image: External link]. Sailors from the Greek island of Rhodes[image: External link] established a small commercial port called Parthenope (Παρθενόπη, meaning "Pure Voice") on the island of Megaride[image: External link] in the ninth century BC.[32][33] By the eighth century BC, the settlement had expanded to include Monte Echia.[34] In the sixth century BC, after the decline of Parthenope, the new urban zone of Neápolis (Νεάπολις) was founded on the plain, eventually becoming one of the foremost cities of Magna Graecia.

The city grew rapidly due to the influence of the powerful Greek city-state[image: External link] of Syracuse[image: External link],[7] and became an ally of the Roman Republic[image: External link] against Carthage[image: External link]. During the Samnite Wars[image: External link], the city, now a bustling centre of trade, was captured[image: External link] by the Samnites[image: External link];[35] however, the Romans soon captured the city from them and made it a Roman colony[image: External link].[36] During the Punic Wars[image: External link], the strong walls surrounding Neápolis repelled the invading forces of the Carthaginian general Hannibal[image: External link].[36]

Naples was greatly respected by the Romans as a paragon of Hellenistic culture[image: External link]. During the Roman era, the people of Naples maintained their Greek language[image: External link] and customs, while the city was expanded with elegant Roman villas[image: External link], aqueducts[image: External link], and public baths[image: External link]. Landmarks such as the Temple of Dioscures[image: External link] were built, and many emperors chose to holiday in the city, including Claudius[image: External link] and Tiberius[image: External link].[36] Virgil[image: External link], the author of Rome's national epic[image: External link], the Aeneid[image: External link], received part of his education in the city, and later resided in its environs.

It was during this period that Christianity first arrived in Naples; the apostles[image: External link] Peter[image: External link] and Paul[image: External link] are said to have preached in the city. Januarius[image: External link], who would become Naples' patron saint[image: External link], was martyred there in the fourth century AD.[37] The last emperor of the Western Roman Empire[image: External link], Romulus Augustulus[image: External link], was exiled[image: External link] to Naples by the Germanic king Odoacer[image: External link] in the fifth century AD.
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Main articles: Duchy of Naples[image: External link] and List of Dukes of Naples[image: External link]


Following the decline of the Western Roman Empire[image: External link], Naples was captured by the Ostrogoths[image: External link], a Germanic people[image: External link], and incorporated into the Ostrogothic Kingdom[image: External link].[38] However, Belisarius[image: External link] of the Byzantine Empire[image: External link] recaptured Naples in 536, after entering the city via an aqueduct.[39]

In 543, during the Gothic Wars[image: External link], Totila[image: External link] briefly took the city for the Ostrogoths, but the Byzantines seized control of the area following the Battle of Mons Lactarius[image: External link] on the slopes of Vesuvius[image: External link].[38] Naples was expected to keep in contact with the Exarchate of Ravenna[image: External link], which was the centre of Byzantine power on the Italian peninsula[image: External link].[40]

After the exarchate[image: External link] fell, a Duchy of Naples[image: External link] was created. Although Naples' Greco-Roman[image: External link] culture endured, it eventually switched allegiance from Constantinople[image: External link] to Rome under Duke Stephen II[image: External link], putting it under papal[image: External link] suzerainty[image: External link] by 763.[40]

The years between 818 and 832 were tumultuous in regard to Naples' relations with the Byzantine Emperor[image: External link], with numerous local pretenders feuding for possession of the ducal throne.[41] Theoctistus[image: External link] was appointed without imperial approval; his appointment was later revoked and Theodore II[image: External link] took his place. However, the disgruntled general populace chased him from the city, and instead elected Stephen III[image: External link], a man who minted coins with his own initials, rather than those of the Byzantine Emperor. Naples gained complete independence by the early ninth century.[41] During the 850s, the city was sacked by Saracen[image: External link] raiders.[42]

The duchy was under the direct control of the Lombards[image: External link] for a brief period, after the capture by Pandulf IV[image: External link] of the Principality of Capua[image: External link], a long-term rival of Naples; however, this regime lasted only three years before the Greco-Roman-influenced dukes were reinstated.[41] By the 11th century, Naples had begun to employ Norman[image: External link] mercenaries to battle their rivals; Duke Sergius IV[image: External link] hired Rainulf Drengot[image: External link] to wage war on Capua for him.[43]

By 1137, the Normans had attained great influence in Italy, controlling previously independent principalities and duchies such as Capua[image: External link], Benevento[image: External link], Salerno[image: External link], Amalfi[image: External link], Sorrento[image: External link] and Gaeta[image: External link]; it was in this year that Naples, the last independent duchy in the southern part of the peninsula, came under Norman control. The last ruling duke of the duchy, Sergius VII[image: External link], was forced to surrender to Roger II[image: External link], who had proclaimed himself King of Sicily[image: External link] seven years earlier. Naples thus joined the Kingdom of Sicily[image: External link], with Palermo[image: External link] as the capital.[44]
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After a period of Norman rule, the Kingdom of Sicily[image: External link] went to the Hohenstaufens[image: External link], a German royal house[image: External link].[45] The University of Naples Federico II[image: External link], the first university in Europe dedicated to training secular administrators,[46] was founded by Frederick II[image: External link], making Naples the intellectual centre of the kingdom. Conflict between the Hohenstaufens and the Papacy[image: External link] led in 1266 to Pope Innocent IV[image: External link] crowning the Angevin[image: External link] duke Charles I[image: External link] King of Sicily:[47] Charles officially moved the capital from Palermo to Naples, where he resided at the Castel Nuovo[image: External link].[48] Having a great interest in architecture, Charles I imported French architects and workmen and was personally involved in several building projects in the city.[49] Many examples of Gothic architecture[image: External link] sprang up around Naples, including the Naples Cathedral[image: External link], which remains the city's main church.[50]

In 1282, after the Sicilian Vespers[image: External link], the Kingdom of Sicily was divided into two. The Angevin Kingdom of Naples[image: External link] included the southern part of the Italian peninsula, while the island of Sicily[image: External link] became the Aragonese[image: External link] Kingdom of Sicily[image: External link].[47] Wars between the competing dynasties continued until the Peace of Caltabellotta[image: External link] in 1302, which saw Frederick III[image: External link] recognised as king of Sicily, while Charles II[image: External link] was recognised as king of Naples by Pope Boniface VIII[image: External link].[47] Despite the split, Naples grew in importance, attracting Pisan[image: External link] and Genoese[image: External link] merchants,[51] Tuscan[image: External link] bankers, and some of the most prominent Renaissance[image: External link] artists of the time, such as Boccaccio[image: External link], Petrarch[image: External link] and Giotto[image: External link].[52] During the 14th century, the Hungarian[image: External link] Angevin king Louis the Great[image: External link] captured the city several times. In 1442, Alfonso I conquered Naples after his victory against the last Angevin[image: External link] king, René[image: External link], and Naples was unified with Sicily again for a brief period.[53]
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Sicily and Naples were separated in 1458, but remained dependencies of Aragon[image: External link] under Ferdinand I[image: External link].[54] The new dynasty enhanced Naples' commercial standing by establishing relations with the Iberian peninsula[image: External link]. Naples also became a centre of the Renaissance, with artists such as Laurana[image: External link], da Messina[image: External link], Sannazzaro[image: External link] and Poliziano[image: External link] arriving in the city.[55] In 1501, Naples came under direct rule from France[image: External link] under Louis XII[image: External link], with the Neapolitan king Frederick[image: External link] being taken as a prisoner to France; however, this state of affairs did not last long, as Spain won Naples from the French at the Battle of Garigliano[image: External link] in 1503.[56]

Following the Spanish victory, Naples became part of the Spanish Empire[image: External link], and remained so throughout the Spanish Habsburg[image: External link] period.[56] The Spanish sent viceroys[image: External link] to Naples[image: External link] to directly deal with local issues: the most important of these viceroys was Pedro Álvarez de Toledo[image: External link], who was responsible for considerable social, economic and urban reforms in the city; he also supported the activities of the Inquisition[image: External link].[57][ better source needed[image: External link]]

By the 17th century, Naples had become Europe's 2nd-largest city – second only to Paris – and the largest European Mediterranean city, with around 250,000 inhabitants.[58] The city was a major cultural centre during the Baroque[image: External link] era, being home to artists such as Caravaggio[image: External link], Salvator Rosa[image: External link] and Bernini[image: External link], philosophers such as Bernardino Telesio[image: External link], Giordano Bruno[image: External link], Tommaso Campanella[image: External link] and Giambattista Vico[image: External link], and writers such as Giambattista Marino[image: External link]. A revolution led by the local fisherman Masaniello[image: External link] saw the creation of a brief independent Neapolitan Republic[image: External link] in 1647, though this lasted only a few months before Spanish rule was reasserted.[56] In 1656, an outbreak of bubonic plague[image: External link] killed about half of Naples' 300,000 inhabitants.[59][unreliable source?[image: External link]]

In 1714, Spanish rule over Naples came to an end as a result of the War of the Spanish Succession[image: External link]; the Austrian[image: External link] Charles VI[image: External link] ruled the city from Vienna[image: External link] through viceroys of his own.[60] However, the War of the Polish Succession[image: External link] saw the Spanish regain Sicily and Naples as part of a personal union[image: External link], with the 1738 Treaty of Vienna[image: External link] recognising the two polities as independent under a cadet branch of the Spanish Bourbons[image: External link].[61]

During the time of Ferdinand IV[image: External link], the effects of the French Revolution[image: External link] were felt in Naples: Horatio Nelson[image: External link], an ally of the Bourbons, even arrived in the city in 1798 to warn against the French republicans. Ferdinand was forced to retreat and fled to Palermo[image: External link], where he was protected by a British fleet[image: External link].[62] However, Naples' lower class[image: External link] lazzaroni[image: External link] were strongly pious[image: External link] and royalist[image: External link], favouring the Bourbons; in the mêlée that followed, they fought the Neapolitan pro- Republican[image: External link] aristocracy, causing a civil war.[62]

Eventually, the Republicans conquered Castel Sant'Elmo[image: External link] and proclaimed a Parthenopaean Republic[image: External link], secured by the French Army[image: External link].[62] A counter-revolutionary[image: External link] religious army of lazzaroni known as the sanfedisti[image: External link] under CardinalFabrizio Ruffo[image: External link] was raised; they met with great success, and the French were forced to surrender the Neapolitan castles, with their fleet sailing back to Toulon[image: External link].[62]

Ferdinand IV was restored as king; however, after only seven years Napoleon[image: External link] conquered the kingdom and installed Bonapartist[image: External link] kings, including his brother Joseph Bonaparte[image: External link].[63] With the help of the Austrian Empire[image: External link] and its allies, the Bonapartists were defeated in the Neapolitan War[image: External link], and Ferdinand IV once again regained the throne and the kingdom.[63] The Congress of Vienna[image: External link] in 1815 saw the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily combined to form the Two Sicilies[image: External link],[63] with Naples as the capital city. In 1839, Naples became the first city on the Italian peninsula to have a railway, with the construction of the Naples–Portici railway[image: External link].[64]
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After the Expedition of the Thousand[image: External link] led by Giuseppe Garibaldi[image: External link], which culminated in the controversial Siege of Gaeta[image: External link], Naples became part of the Kingdom of Italy[image: External link] in 1861 as part of the Italian unification[image: External link], ending the era of Bourbon rule. The kingdom of the Two Sicilies[image: External link] had been wealthy, and as many as 443.2 million ducats[image: External link] were taken from the old kingdom's banks as a contribution to the new Italian treasury[image: External link].[65] The economy of the area formerly known as the Two Sicilies collapsed, leading to an unprecedented wave of emigration[image: External link],[66] with an estimated 4 million people emigrating from the Naples area between 1876 and 1913.[67] In the forty years following unification, the population of Naples grew by only 26%, vs. 63% for Turin and 103% for Milan; however, by 1884, Naples was still the largest city in Italy with 496,499 inhabitants, or roughly 64,000 per square kilometre (more than twice the population density of Paris).[68]:11–14, 18

Public health conditions in the city were poor, with twelve epidemics of cholera[image: External link] and typhoid fever[image: External link] causing the death of some 48,000 people in the half century 1834–1884, and a high (for the time) death rate[image: External link] of 31.84 per thousand even in the epidemic-free period 1878–1883.[68]:14–15 Then in 1884, Naples fell victim to a major cholera[image: External link] epidemic, caused largely by the city's poor sewerage[image: External link] infrastructure. Government measures to improve sanitary conditions in the Neapolitan slums in 1885 proved largely ineffective. During the early 20th century, efforts to industrialise the city were likewise hampered by administrative corruption and a lack of infrastructure. Facing a slumping economy, many poorer Neapolitans emigrated northwards, or headed overseas to the United States and Argentina[image: External link].

Naples was the most-bombed[image: External link] Italian city during World War II[image: External link].[11] Though Neapolitans did not rebel under Italian Fascism[image: External link], Naples was the first Italian city to rise up against[image: External link] German[image: External link] military occupation[image: External link]; the city was completely freed by 1 October 1943, when British and American forces entered the city.[69] Departing Germans burned the library of the university, as well as the Italian Royal Society. They also destroyed the city archives. Time bombs planted throughout the city continued to explode into November.[70] The symbol of the rebirth of Naples was the rebuilding of the church of Santa Chiara[image: External link], which had been destroyed in a United States Army Air Corps[image: External link] bombing raid.[11]

Special funding from the Italian government's Fund for the South[image: External link] was provided from 1950 to 1984, helping the Neapolitan economy to improve somewhat, with city landmarks such as the Piazza del Plebiscito[image: External link] being renovated.[71] However, high unemployment and waste management problems[image: External link] continue to affect Naples; Italian media have attributed the city's waste disposal issues to the activity of the Camorra[image: External link] organised crime[image: External link] network.[72] In 2007, Silvio Berlusconi[image: External link]'s government held senior meetings in Naples to demonstrate their intention to solve these problems.[73] However, the late-2000s recession[image: External link] had a severe impact on the city, intensifying its waste-management and unemployment problems.[74] By August 2011, the number of unemployed in the Naples area had risen to 250,000, sparking public protests against the economic situation.[75] In June 2012, allegations of blackmail, extortion and illicit contract tendering emerged in relation to the city's waste management issues.[76][77]

Naples hosted the 6th World Urban Forum[image: External link] in September 2012[78] and the 63rd International Astronautical Congress[image: External link] in October 2012.[79] In 2013, it was the host of the Universal Forum of Cultures[image: External link].
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See also: Buildings and structures in Naples[image: External link]


Naples' 2,800-year-history has left it with a wealth of historical buildings and monuments, from medieval castles to classical ruins. The most prominent forms of architecture visible in present-day Naples are the Medieval[image: External link], Renaissance[image: External link] and Baroque[image: External link] styles.[80] The historic centre of Naples is listed by UNESCO[image: External link] as a World Heritage Site[image: External link].[81] Naples has a total of 448 historical churches, making it one of the most Catholic cities in the world in terms of the number of places of worship.[82]
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See also: List of palaces in Naples[image: External link]


The main city square or piazza[image: External link] of the city is the Piazza del Plebiscito[image: External link]. Its construction was begun by the Bonapartist king Joachim Murat[image: External link] and finished by the Bourbon king Ferdinand IV[image: External link]. The piazza is bounded on the east by the Royal Palace[image: External link] and on the west by the church of San Francesco di Paola[image: External link], with the colonnades extending on both sides. Nearby is the Teatro di San Carlo[image: External link], which is the oldest opera house[image: External link] in Italy. Directly across from San Carlo is Galleria Umberto[image: External link], a shopping centre and social hub.

Naples is well known for its historic castles: the ancient Castel Nuovo[image: External link], also known as Maschio Angioino[image: External link], is one of the city's foremost landmarks; it was built during the time of Charles I[image: External link], the first king of Naples[image: External link]. Castel Nuovo has seen many notable historical events: for example, in 1294, Pope Celestine V[image: External link] resigned as pope in a hall of the castle, and following this Pope Boniface VIII[image: External link] was elected pope by the cardinal collegium[image: External link], before moving to Rome. The castle which Nuovo replaced in importance was the Norman-founded Castel dell'Ovo[image: External link] ("Egg Castle"), which was built on the tiny islet[image: External link] of Megarides, where the original Cumaean[image: External link] colonists had founded the city.

Another Neapolitan castle of note is Sant'Elmo[image: External link], which was completed in 1329 and is built in the shape of a star[image: External link]. During the uprising of Masaniello[image: External link] in 1647, the Spanish took refuge in Sant'Elmo to escape the revolutionaries. The Vigliena Fort, which was built in 1702, was destroyed in 1799 during the royalist war against the Parthenopean Republic, and is now abandoned and in ruin. The Carmine Castle[image: External link], built in 1392 and highly modified in the 16th century by the Spanish, was demolished in 1906 to make room for the Via Marina, although two of the castle's towers remain as a monument.
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 Museums




See also: List of museums in Naples[image: External link]


Naples is widely known for its wealth of historical museums. The Naples National Archaeological Museum[image: External link] is one of the city's main museums, with one of the most extensive collections of artefacts[image: External link] of the Roman Empire[image: External link] in the world.[83] It also houses many of the antiques unearthed at Pompeii[image: External link] and Herculaneum[image: External link], as well as some artefacts from the Greek[image: External link] and Renaissance[image: External link] periods.[83]

Previously a Bourbon palace, now a museum and art gallery, the Museo di Capodimonte[image: External link] is another museum of note. The gallery features[image: External link] paintings from the 13th to the 18th centuries, including major works by Simone Martini[image: External link], Raphael[image: External link], Titian[image: External link], Caravaggio[image: External link], El Greco[image: External link], Jusepe de Ribera[image: External link] and Luca Giordano[image: External link]. The royal apartments are furnished with antique 18th-century furniture and a collection of porcelain[image: External link] and majolica[image: External link] from the various royal residences: the famous Capodimonte Porcelain Factory[image: External link] once stood just adjacent to the palace.

In front of the Royal Palace of Naples[image: External link] stands the Galleria Umberto I[image: External link], which contains the Coral Jewellery Museum[image: External link]. Occupying a 19th-century palazzo renovated by the Portuguese architect Álvaro Siza[image: External link], the Museo d'Arte Contemporanea Donnaregina (MADRE) features an enfilade[image: External link] procession of permanent installations by artists such as Francesco Clemente[image: External link], Richard Serra[image: External link], and Rebecca Horn[image: External link].[84] The 16th-century palace of Roccella hosts the Palazzo delle Arti Napoli, which contains the civic collections of art belonging to the City of Naples, and features temporary exhibits of art and culture. Palazzo Como, which dates from the 15th century, hosts the Museo Filangieri of plastic arts[image: External link], created in 1883 by Gaetano Filangieri.
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 Churches and religious structures




See also: List of churches in Naples[image: External link] and Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Naples[image: External link]


Naples is the seat of the Archdiocese of Naples[image: External link], and the Catholicism is highly important to the populace; there are hundreds of churches in the city.[82] The Cathedral of Naples[image: External link] is the city's premier place of worship; each year on 19 September, it hosts the longstanding Miracle of Saint Januarius[image: External link], the city's patron saint[image: External link].[85] During the miracle, which thousands of Neapolitans flock to witness, the dried blood of Januarius is said to turn to liquid when brought close to holy relics[image: External link] said to be of his body.[85] Below is a selective list of Naples' major churches, chapels, monastery complexes and other religious structures:



	Santa Chiara[image: External link]

	San Domenico Maggiore[image: External link]

	Gesù Nuovo[image: External link]

	Sansevero Chapel[image: External link]

	San Lorenzo Maggiore[image: External link]

	Santa Maria Donna Regina Vecchia[image: External link]

	Santa Maria Donna Regina Nuova[image: External link]

	Santa Maria del Carmine[image: External link]

	Girolamini[image: External link]

	Santa Maria di Montesanto[image: External link]

	San Ferdinando[image: External link]

	San Francesco di Paola[image: External link]

	San Giovanni a Carbonara[image: External link]

	Sant'Antonio Abate[image: External link]

	San Gregorio Armeno[image: External link]

	Sant'Anna dei Lombardi[image: External link]

	Sant'Eligio Maggiore[image: External link]

	Santa Caterina a Chiaia[image: External link]

	Santa Maria La Nova[image: External link]

	Santa Restituta[image: External link]

	Spires of Naples[image: External link]

	San Pietro Martire[image: External link]

	San Pietro a Maiella[image: External link]

	San Gennaro extra Moenia[image: External link]

	Hermitage of Camaldoli[image: External link]

	Santissima Annunziata Maggiore[image: External link]

	Santa Caterina a Formiello[image: External link]

	Archbishop's Palace[image: External link]

	Madre del Buon Consiglio[image: External link]

	Pio Monte della Misericordia[image: External link]

	Fontanelle cemetery[image: External link]
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 Other features




Aside from the Piazza del Plebiscito, Naples has two other major public squares: the Piazza Dante[image: External link] and the Piazza dei Martiri[image: External link]. The latter originally had only a memorial to religious martyrs[image: External link], but in 1866, after the Italian unification[image: External link], four lions were added, representing the four rebellions against the Bourbons.[86]

The San Gennaro dei Poveri[image: External link] is a Renaissance-era hospital for the poor, erected by the Spanish in 1667. It was the forerunner of a much more ambitious project, the Bourbon Hospice for the Poor[image: External link] started by Charles III[image: External link]. This was for the destitute and ill of the city; it also provided a self-sufficient community where the poor would live and work. Though a notable landmark, it is no longer a functioning hospital.[87]
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 Subterranean Naples




Main article: Beneath Naples[image: External link]


Underneath Naples[image: External link] lies a series of caves and structures created by centuries of mining, and the city rests atop a major geothermal[image: External link] zone. There are also a number of ancient Greco-Roman[image: External link] reservoirs dug out from the soft tufo stone[image: External link] on which, and from which, much of the city is built. Approximately one kilometre (0.62 miles) of the many kilometres of tunnels under the city can be visited from the Napoli Sotteranea[image: External link], situated in the historic centre of the city in Via dei Tribunali[image: External link]. There are also large catacombs[image: External link] in and around the city, and other landmarks such as the Piscina Mirabilis[image: External link], the main cistern serving the Bay of Naples[image: External link] during Roman times. This system of tunnels and cisterns underlies most of the city and lies approximately 30 metres (98 ft) below ground level. During World War II[image: External link], these tunnels were used as air-raid shelters[image: External link], and there are inscriptions in the walls depicting the suffering endured by the refugees of that era.
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 Parks, gardens and villas




Of the various public parks[image: External link] in Naples, the most prominent are the Villa Comunale[image: External link], which was built by the Bourbon king Ferdinand IV[image: External link] in the 1780s;[88] and the Bosco di Capodimonte, the city's largest verdant space. Another important park is the Parco Virgiliano[image: External link], which looks towards the tiny volcanic islet of Nisida[image: External link]; beyond Nisida lie Procida[image: External link] and Ischia[image: External link].[89] Parco Virgiliano[image: External link] was named after Virgil[image: External link], the classical Roman poet and latin writer who is thought to be entombed[image: External link] nearby.[89] Naples is noted for its numerous stately villas[image: External link], such as the Neoclassical[image: External link] Villa Floridiana[image: External link], built in 1816.
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 Neo-Gothic, Liberty Napoletano and modern architecture




Various buildings inspired by the Gothic Revival[image: External link] are extant in Naples, due to the influence that this movement had on the Scottish-Indian architect Lamont Young[image: External link], one of the most active Neapolitan architects in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Young left a significant footprint in the cityscape and designed many urban projects, such as the city's first subway. In the first years of the 20th century, a local version of the Art Nouveau[image: External link] phenomenon, known as "Liberty Napoletano", developed in the city, creating many buildings which still stand today. In 1935, the Rationalist architect Luigi Cosenza created a new fish market for the city. During the Benito Mussolini[image: External link] era, the first structures of the city's "service center" were built, all in a Rationalist-Functionalist style, including the Palazzo delle Poste and the Pretura buildings. The Centro Direzionale di Napoli[image: External link] is the only adjacent cluster of skyscrapers in southern Europe.
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 UNESCO World Heritage Site




In 1995, the historic centre of Naples was listed by UNESCO[image: External link] as a World Heritage Site[image: External link], a United Nations programme which aims to catalogue and conserve sites of outstanding cultural or natural importance to the common heritage of mankind[image: External link]. The UNESCO evaluation committee described Naples' centre as being "of exceptional value", and went on to say that Naples' setting on the Bay of Naples[image: External link] "gives it an outstanding universal value which has had a profound influence".[81]
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 Geography




The city is situated on the Gulf of Naples[image: External link], on the western coast of Southern Italy[image: External link]; it rises from sea level to an elevation of 450 metres (1,480 ft). The small rivers which formerly crossed the centre of the city have since been covered over by construction. It lies between two notable volcanic[image: External link] regions, Mount Vesuvius[image: External link] and the Campi Flegrei[image: External link] ( en[image: External link]: Phlegraean Fields). The islands of Procida[image: External link], Capri[image: External link] and Ischia[image: External link] can all be reached from Naples by hydrofoils[image: External link] and ferries. Sorrento[image: External link] and the Amalfi Coast[image: External link] are situated south of the city, while the Roman ruins of Pompeii[image: External link], Herculaneum[image: External link], Oplontis[image: External link] and Stabiae[image: External link], which were destroyed in the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 AD, are also visible nearby. The port towns of Pozzuoli[image: External link] and Baia[image: External link], which were part of the Roman naval facility of Portus Julius[image: External link], lie to the north of the city.
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 Quarters




The thirty quarters ( quartieri[image: External link]) of Naples are listed below. For administrative purposes, these thirty neighbourhoods are grouped together into ten governmental community boards.[90]


coordinates = 11°04′32″S 72°15′24″W[image: External link]



	 
	
1. Pianura[image: External link]

2. Bagnoli[image: External link]

3. Posillipo[image: External link]

4. Fuorigrotta[image: External link]

5. Soccavo[image: External link]

6. Chiaiano[image: External link]

7. Arenella[image: External link]

8. Vomero[image: External link]

9. Chiaia[image: External link]

10. San Ferdinando[image: External link]



	 
	
11. Montecalvario[image: External link]

12. San Giuseppe[image: External link]

13. Avvocata[image: External link]

14. Porto[image: External link]

15. Pendino[image: External link]

16. San Lorenzo[image: External link]

17. Mercato[image: External link]

18. Vicaria[image: External link]

19. Stella[image: External link]

20. San Carlo all'Arena[image: External link]



	 
	
21. Piscinola-Marianella[image: External link]

22. Scampìa[image: External link]

23. Miano[image: External link]

24. Secondigliano[image: External link]

25. S.Pietro a Patierno[image: External link]

26. Poggioreale[image: External link]

27. Zona Industriale[image: External link]

28. San Giovanni a Teduccio[image: External link]

29. Barra[image: External link]

30. Ponticelli[image: External link]
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 Climate




Naples has a borderline Mediterranean[image: External link] (Csa) and humid subtropical climate[image: External link] (Cfa) in the Köppen climate classification[image: External link], since only one summer month has less than 30 millimetres (1.18 in) of rainfall, preventing it from being classified as solely Mediterranean or humid subtropical.[91] The winters are cool and wet, and the summers hot and moderately dry. The mild climate and fertility of the Gulf of Naples[image: External link] made the region famous during Roman times, when emperors such as Claudius[image: External link] and Tiberius[image: External link] holidayed near the city.[36] The climate is a crossover between maritime and continental features, as typical of peninsular Italy. Maritime features moderate the mild winters, but summers are quite similar to inland areas much further north in the country. The continental influence still ensures warm to hot temperatures, and Naples falls within the subtropical climate[image: External link] range with summer daily means of 23 °C (73 °F).



	Climate data for Naples



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Average high °C (°F)
	13.0

(55.4)
	13.5

(56.3)
	15.7

(60.3)
	18.1

(64.6)
	23.0

(73.4)
	26.7

(80.1)
	29.9

(85.8)
	30.3

(86.5)
	26.6

(79.9)
	22.1

(71.8)
	17.1

(62.8)
	14.1

(57.4)
	20.8

(69.4)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	8.1

(46.6)
	8.7

(47.7)
	10.5

(50.9)
	13.2

(55.8)
	17.3

(63.1)
	20.9

(69.6)
	23.6

(74.5)
	23.7

(74.7)
	20.8

(69.4)
	16.7

(62.1)
	12.3

(54.1)
	9.3

(48.7)
	15.9

(60.6)



	Average low °C (°F)
	4.4

(39.9)
	4.5

(40.1)
	6.3

(43.3)
	8.4

(47.1)
	12.6

(54.7)
	16.2

(61.2)
	18.8

(65.8)
	19.1

(66.4)
	16.0

(60.8)
	12.1

(53.8)
	7.8

(46)
	5.6

(42.1)
	11.0

(51.8)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	104.4

(4.11)
	97.9

(3.854)
	85.7

(3.374)
	75.5

(2.972)
	49.6

(1.953)
	34.1

(1.343)
	24.3

(0.957)
	41.6

(1.638)
	80.3

(3.161)
	129.7

(5.106)
	162.1

(6.382)
	121.4

(4.78)
	1,006.6

(39.63)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 1.0 mm)
	9.9
	9.8
	9.5
	8.8
	5.7
	4.0
	2.3
	3.8
	5.8
	8.1
	10.8
	10.7
	89.2



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	114.7
	127.6
	158.1
	189.0
	244.9
	279.0
	313.1
	294.5
	234.0
	189.1
	126.0
	105.4
	2,375.4



	Source: World Meteorological Organization[image: External link][92]






	Climate data for Naples- Capodichino[image: External link], district on the outskirts (altitude: 72 metres (236 feet) above sea level[image: External link].[93])



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Average high °C (°F)
	13.0

(55.4)
	13.1

(55.6)
	15.6

(60.1)
	17.4

(63.3)
	23.0

(73.4)
	26.5

(79.7)
	29.8

(85.6)
	30.8

(87.4)
	26.8

(80.2)
	22.7

(72.9)
	17.3

(63.1)
	14.3

(57.7)
	20.9

(69.6)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	8.7

(47.7)
	8.8

(47.8)
	11.0

(51.8)
	12.9

(55.2)
	17.8

(64)
	21.4

(70.5)
	24.3

(75.7)
	24.9

(76.8)
	21.3

(70.3)
	17.1

(62.8)
	12.5

(54.5)
	9.9

(49.8)
	15.88

(60.57)



	Average low °C (°F)
	4.4

(39.9)
	4.5

(40.1)
	6.3

(43.3)
	8.4

(47.1)
	12.6

(54.7)
	16.2

(61.2)
	18.8

(65.8)
	19.1

(66.4)
	16.0

(60.8)
	12.1

(53.8)
	7.8

(46)
	5.6

(42.1)
	11.0

(51.8)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	92.1

(3.626)
	95.3

(3.752)
	77.9

(3.067)
	98.6

(3.882)
	59.0

(2.323)
	32.8

(1.291)
	28.5

(1.122)
	35.5

(1.398)
	88.9

(3.5)
	135.5

(5.335)
	152.1

(5.988)
	112.0

(4.409)
	1,008.2

(39.693)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 1.0 mm)
	9.3
	9.1
	8.6
	9.3
	6.1
	3.3
	2.4
	3.7
	6.1
	8.5
	10.2
	9.9
	86.5



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	114.7
	127.6
	158.1
	189.0
	244.9
	279.0
	313.1
	294.5
	234.0
	189.1
	126.0
	105.4
	2,375.4



	Source: Servizio Meteorologico[image: External link][94]






	Average sea temperature (Neapolitan Riviera):



	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	15 °C (59 °F)
	14 °C (57 °F)
	14 °C (57 °F)
	15 °C (59 °F)
	18 °C (64 °F)
	22 °C (72 °F)
	25 °C (77 °F)
	27 °C (81 °F)
	25 °C (77 °F)
	22 °C (72 °F)
	19 °C (66 °F)
	16 °C (61 °F)
	19.3 °C (66.7 °F)
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Year
	Pop.
	±% p.a.



	800
	50,000
	—    



	1000
	30,000
	−0.26%



	1300
	60,000
	+0.23%



	1500
	150,000
	+0.46%



	1600
	275,000
	+0.61%



	1700
	207,000
	−0.28%



	1861
	484,026
	+0.53%



	1871
	489,008
	+0.10%



	1881
	535,206
	+0.91%



	1901
	621,213
	+0.75%



	1911
	751,290
	+1.92%



	1921
	859,629
	+1.36%



	1931
	831,781
	−0.33%



	1936
	865,913
	+0.81%



	1951
	1,010,550
	+1.04%



	1961
	1,182,815
	+1.59%



	1971
	1,226,594
	+0.36%



	1981
	1,212,387
	−0.12%



	1991
	1,067,365
	−1.27%



	2001
	1,004,500
	−0.61%



	2011
	957,811
	−0.47%



	Sources: ISTAT[image: External link] (2001), City of Naples (2011)[1][96][97][98]





As of 2012, the population of the comune di Napoli totals around 960,000. Naples' wider metropolitan area[image: External link], sometimes known as Greater Naples, has a population of approximately 4.4 million.[99] The demographic profile[image: External link] for the Neapolitan province in general is relatively young: 19% are under the age of 14, while 13% are over 65, compared to the national average of 14% and 19%, respectively.[99] Naples has a higher percentage of females (52.5%) than males (47.5%).[1] Naples currently has a higher birth rate[image: External link] than other parts of Italy, with 10.46 births per 1,000 inhabitants, compared to the Italian average of 9.45 births.[100]

The city's population rose from 621,000 in 1901 to 1,226,000 in 1971, before declining to 957,811 in 2011 as city-dwellers moved to the suburbs. According to different sources, Naples' metropolitan area[image: External link] is either the second[image: External link]-most-populated metropolitan area in Italy after Milan[image: External link] (with 4,434,136 inhabitants according to Svimez Data)[101] or the third (with 3.1 million inhabitants according to the OECD[image: External link]).[102] In addition, Naples is Italy's most densely populated major city, with approximately 8,182 people per square kilometre;[1] however, it has seen a notable decline in population density since 2003, when the figure was over 9,000 people per square kilometre.[103]

Unlike many northern Italian cities, there are relatively few foreign immigrants in Naples; 98.5% of the city's inhabitants are Italian nationals[image: External link]. In 2006, there were a total of 19,188 foreigners in the city of Naples; the majority of these were Eastern European, hailing mostly from Ukraine[image: External link], Poland[image: External link] and the Balkans[image: External link].[104] There are few non-Europeans, although there are small Sri Lankan[image: External link] and East Asian immigrant communities. Statistics show that the vast majority of immigrants in Naples are female; this is because male immigrants in Italy tend to head to the wealthier north.[99][104]
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 Education




Naples is noted for its numerous higher education institutes and research centres. Naples hosts what is thought to be the oldest state university in the world, in the form of the University of Naples Federico II[image: External link], which was founded by Frederick II[image: External link] in 1224. The university is among the most prominent in Italy, with around 100,000 students and over 3,000 professors in 2007.[106] It is host to the Botanical Garden of Naples[image: External link], which was opened in 1807 by Joseph Bonaparte[image: External link], using plans drawn up under the Bourbon king Ferdinand IV[image: External link]. The garden's 15 hectares feature around 25,000 samples of vegetation, representing over 10,000 plant species.[107]

Naples is also served by the Seconda Università degli Studi di Napoli[image: External link], a modern university which opened in 1989, and which, despite its name, has strong links to the nearby province of Caserta[image: External link].[108] Another notable centre of education is the Istituto Universitario Orientale[image: External link], which specialises in Eastern culture[image: External link], and was founded by the Jesuit[image: External link] missionary Matteo Ripa in 1732, after he returned from the court of Kangxi[image: External link], the Emperor[image: External link] of the Manchu[image: External link] Qing Dynasty[image: External link] of China[image: External link].[109]

Other prominent universities in Naples include the Parthenope University of Naples[image: External link], the private Istituto Universitario Suor Orsola Benincasa[image: External link], and the Jesuit[image: External link] Theological Seminary of Southern Italy[image: External link].[110][111] The San Pietro a Maiella music conservatory[image: External link] is the city's foremost institution of musical education; the earliest Neapolitan music conservatories were founded in the 16th century under the Spanish.[112] The Accademia di Belle Arti di Napoli[image: External link] located on the Via Santa Maria di Costantinopoli is the city's foremost art school and one of the oldest in Italy.[113] Naples hosts also the Astronomical Observatory of Capodimonte[image: External link], established in 1812 by the king Joachim Murat[image: External link] and the astronomer Federigo Zuccari,[114] the oldest marine zoological[image: External link] study station in the world, Stazione Zoologica[image: External link] Anton Dohrn, created in 1872 by German scientist Anton Dohrn[image: External link], and the world's oldest permanent volcano observatory, the Vesuvius Observatory[image: External link], founded in 1841. The Observatory lies on the slopes of Mount Vesuvius, near the city of Ercolano[image: External link], and is now a permanent specialised institute of the Italian National Institute of Geophysics[image: External link].
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 Politics




Main article: Politics of Campania[image: External link]
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 Governance




Each of the 8,101 comune[image: External link] in Italy is today represented locally by a city council[image: External link] headed by an elected mayor, known as a sindaco and informally called the first citizen (primo cittadino). This system, or one very similar to it, has been in place since the invasion of Italy by Napoleonic[image: External link] forces in 1808. When the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies[image: External link] was restored, the system was kept in place with members of the nobility filling mayoral roles. By the end of the 19th century, party politics[image: External link] had begun to emerge; during the fascist era[image: External link], each commune was represented by a podestà. Since World War II[image: External link], the political landscape of Naples has been neither strongly right-wing[image: External link] nor left-wing[image: External link] – both Christian democrats[image: External link] and democratic socialists[image: External link] have governed the city at different times, with roughly equal frequency. Currently, the mayor of Naples is Luigi de Magistris[image: External link] of the IDV[image: External link] party; de Magistris has held the position since the 2011 elections.
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 Administrative subdivisions






	1st municipality[image: External link]
	– Chiaia[image: External link], Posillipo[image: External link], San Ferdinando[image: External link]




	2nd municipality[image: External link]
	– Avvocata[image: External link], Mercato[image: External link], Montecalvario[image: External link], Pendino[image: External link], Porto[image: External link], San Giuseppe[image: External link]




	3rd municipality[image: External link]
	– San Carlo all'Arena[image: External link], Stella[image: External link]




	4th municipality[image: External link]
	– Poggioreale[image: External link], San Lorenzo[image: External link], Vicaria[image: External link], Zona Industriale[image: External link]




	5th municipality[image: External link]
	– Arenella[image: External link], Vomero[image: External link]




	6th municipality[image: External link]
	– Barra[image: External link], Ponticelli[image: External link], San Giovanni a Teduccio[image: External link]




	7th municipality[image: External link]
	– Miano[image: External link], San Pietro a Patierno[image: External link], Secondigliano[image: External link]




	8th municipality[image: External link]
	– Chiaiano[image: External link], Marianella[image: External link], Piscinola[image: External link], Scampia[image: External link]




	9th municipality[image: External link]
	– Pianura[image: External link], Soccavo[image: External link]




	10th municipality[image: External link]
	– Bagnoli[image: External link], Fuorigrotta[image: External link]
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Main article: Economy of Naples[image: External link]


Naples is Italy's fourth-largest economy after Milan[image: External link], Rome and Turin[image: External link], and is the world's 103rd-largest urban economy[image: External link] by purchasing power[image: External link], with an estimated 2011 GDP of US$83.6 billion, equivalent to $28,749 per capita.[15][16] Naples is a major cargo terminal[image: External link], and the port of Naples[image: External link] is one of the Mediterranean's largest and busiest. The city has experienced significant economic growth since World War II, but joblessness remains a major problem,[12] and the city is characterised by high levels of political corruption and organised crime[image: External link].[76][77]

Naples is a major national and international tourist destination, being one of Italy and Europe's top tourist cities. Tourists began visiting Naples in the 18th century, during the Grand Tour[image: External link]. In terms of international arrivals, Naples was the 166th-most-visited city in the world in 2008, with 381,000 visitors (a 1.6% decrease from the previous year), coming after Lille[image: External link], but overtaking York[image: External link], Stuttgart[image: External link], Belgrade[image: External link] and Dallas[image: External link].[115]

In recent times, there has been a move away from a traditional agriculture-based economy in the province of Naples to one based on service industries[image: External link].[116] In early 2002, there were over 249,590 enterprises operating in the province registered in the Chamber of Commerce Public Register.[116] The service sector employs the majority of Neapolitans, although more than half of these are small enterprises with fewer than 20 workers; 70 companies are said to be medium-sized with more than 200 workers; and 15 have more than 500 workers.[116]

In 2003, employment in the province of Naples was distributed as follows:[116]



	
	Public services[image: External link]
	Manufacturing
	Commerce
	Construction
	Transportation
	Financial services[image: External link]
	Agriculture
	Hotel[image: External link] trade
	Other activities



	Percentage
	30.7%
	18%
	14%
	9.5%
	8.2%
	7.4%
	5.1%
	3.7%
	3.4%
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 Transport




Naples is served by several major motorways (it: autostrade[image: External link]). The Autostrada A1[image: External link], the longest motorway in Italy[image: External link], links Naples to Milan[image: External link].[117] The A3[image: External link] runs southwards from Naples to Salerno[image: External link], where the motorway to Reggio Calabria[image: External link] begins, while the A16 runs east to Canosa[image: External link].[118] The A16 is nicknamed the autostrada dei Due Mari ("Motorway of the Two Seas") because it connects the Tyrrhenian Sea[image: External link] to the Adriatic Sea[image: External link].[119]

Naples has an extensive public transport network, including trams, buses, funiculars[image: External link] and trolleybuses[image: External link],[120] most of which are operated by the municipally owned company Azienda Napoletana Mobilità (ANM)[image: External link]. Three public elevators[image: External link] are in operation in the city – one within the bridge of Chiaia[image: External link], one in via Acton and one near the Sanità Bridge.[121] The city furthermore operates the Naples Metro[image: External link], an underground rapid transit[image: External link] railway system[image: External link] which integrates both surface railway lines and the city's metro stations[image: External link], many of which[image: External link] are noted for their decorative architecture and public art[image: External link].[120] Suburban rail[image: External link] services are provided by Trenitalia[image: External link], Circumvesuviana[image: External link], Ferrovia Cumana[image: External link] and Metronapoli[image: External link].

The city's main railway station is Napoli Centrale[image: External link], which is located in Piazza Garibaldi; other significant stations include the Napoli Campi Flegrei[image: External link][122] and Napoli Mergellina[image: External link]. Naples' streets are famously narrow (it was the first city in the world to set up a pedestrian one-way street),[123] so the general public commonly use compact hatchback[image: External link] cars and scooters[image: External link] for personal transit.[124] Since 2007, Naples has been connected to Rome by a high-speed railway[image: External link] run by Treno Alta Velocità[image: External link], with trains running at almost 300 km/h (186 mph), reducing the journey time to under an hour.[125]

The port of Naples runs several public ferry, hydrofoil[image: External link] and SWATH[image: External link] catamaran[image: External link] services, linking numerous locations in both the Neapolitan province[image: External link], including Capri[image: External link], Ischia[image: External link] and Sorrento[image: External link], and the Salernitan province[image: External link], including Salerno[image: External link], Positano[image: External link] and Amalfi[image: External link].[126] Services are also available to destinations further afield, such as Sicily[image: External link], Sardinia, Ponza[image: External link] and the Aeolian Islands[image: External link].[126] The port serves over 6 million local passengers annually,[127] plus a further 1 million international cruise liner[image: External link] passengers.[128] A regional hydrofoil transport service, the "Metropolitana del Mare", runs annually from July to September, maintained by a consortium of shipowners and local administrations.[129]

The Naples International Airport[image: External link] is located in the suburb of San Pietro a Patierno[image: External link]. It is the largest airport in southern Italy, with around 140 national and international flights arriving or departing daily.[130]
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Naples has long been a centre of art and architecture, dotted with Medieval, Baroque and Renaissance-era churches, castles and palaces. In the 18th century, Naples went through a period of neoclassicism[image: External link], following the discovery of the remarkably intact Roman ruins of Herculaneum[image: External link] and Pompeii[image: External link].

The Neapolitan Academy of Fine Arts[image: External link], founded by Charles III of Bourbon[image: External link] in 1752 as the Real Accademia di Disegno ( en[image: External link]: Royal Academy of Design), was the centre of the artistic School of Posillipo[image: External link] in the 19th century. Artists such as Domenico Morelli[image: External link], Giacomo Di Chirico[image: External link], Francesco Saverio Altamura[image: External link], and Gioacchino Toma[image: External link] worked in Naples during this period, and many of their works are now exhibited in the Academy's art collection. The modern Academy offers courses in painting, decorating[image: External link], sculpture, design, restoration[image: External link], and urban planning. Naples is also known for its theatres, which are among the oldest in Europe – the Teatro di San Carlo[image: External link] opera house[image: External link] dates back to the 18th century.

Naples is also the home of the artistic tradition of Capodimonte porcelain[image: External link]. In 1743, Charles of Bourbon founded the Royal Factory of Capodimonte, many of whose artworks are now on display in the Museum of Capodimonte[image: External link]. Several of Naples' mid-19th-century porcelain factories remain active today.
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Main articles: Neapolitan cuisine[image: External link], Neapolitan ice cream[image: External link], Neapolitan pizza[image: External link], and Neapolitan ragù[image: External link]


Naples is internationally famous for its cuisine[image: External link] and wine; it draws culinary influences from the numerous cultures which have inhabited it over the course of its history, including the Greeks[image: External link], Spanish and French. Neapolitan cuisine emerged as a distinct form in the 18th century. The ingredients are typically rich in taste, while remaining affordable to the general populace.[131]

Naples is traditionally credited as the home of pizza[image: External link].[132] This originated as a meal of the poor, but under Ferdinand IV[image: External link] it became popular among the upper classes: famously, the Margherita[image: External link] pizza was named after Queen Margherita[image: External link] of Savoy[image: External link] after her visit to the city.[132] Cooked traditionally in a wood-burning oven[image: External link], the ingredients of Neapolitan pizza have been strictly regulated by law since 2004, and must include wheat flour type "00" with the addition of flour type "0" yeast[image: External link], natural mineral water, peeled tomatoes or fresh cherry tomatoes[image: External link], mozzarella cheese[image: External link], sea salt[image: External link] and extra virgin olive oil[image: External link].[133]

Spaghetti[image: External link] is also associated with the city and is commonly eaten with the sauce ragù[image: External link]: a popular Neapolitan folkloric[image: External link] symbol is the comic figure Pulcinella[image: External link] eating a plate of spaghetti.[134] Other dishes popular in Naples include Parmigiana[image: External link] di melanzane, spaghetti alle vongole and casatiello.[135] As a coastal city, Naples is furthermore known for numerous seafood dishes, including impepata di cozze (peppered mussels[image: External link]), purpetiello affogato ( octopus[image: External link] poached in broth), alici marinate (marinated anchovies[image: External link]), baccalà alla napoletana (salt cod[image: External link]) and baccalà fritto (fried cod), a dish commonly eaten during the Christmas[image: External link] period.

Naples is well known for its sweet dishes, including colourful gelato[image: External link], which is similar to ice cream[image: External link], though more fruit-based. Popular Neapolitan pastry dishes include zeppole[image: External link] (more commonly called "'a Pasta Cresciuta" and "'e fFritt' 'e Viento") babà[image: External link], sfogliatelle[image: External link] and pastiera[image: External link], the latter of which is prepared specially for Easter celebrations.[136] Another seasonal sweet is struffoli[image: External link], a sweet-tasting honey[image: External link] dough decorated and eaten around Christmas.[137] Neapolitan coffee is also widely acclaimed. The traditional Neapolitan flip coffee pot[image: External link], known as the cuccuma or cuccumella, was the basis for the invention of the espresso machine[image: External link], and also inspired the Moka pot[image: External link].

Wineries[image: External link] in the Vesuvius area produce wines such as the Lacryma Christi[image: External link] ("tears of Christ") and Terzigno. Naples is also the home of limoncello[image: External link], a popular lemon liqueur[image: External link].[138][139] The nutritional value of the napolitan cuisine was discovered by the American epidemiologist Ancel Keys[image: External link] in the 1950, being later often mentioned by epidemiologists as one of the best examples of the Mediterranean diet.[140]
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 Cinema and television




See also: Cinema of Italy[image: External link] and Category:Films set in Naples[image: External link]


Naples has had significant influence on Italian cinema. Because of the significance of the city, many films and television shows are set (entirely or partially) in Naples. In addition to serving as the backdrop for several movies and shows, many talented celebrities (actors, actresses, directors, and producers) are originally from the city of Naples.

Naples was the location for several early Italian cinema masterpieces. Assunta Spina[image: External link] (1915) was a silent film adapted from a theatrical drama by Neapolitan writer, Salvatore Di Giacomo[image: External link]. The film was directed by Neapolitan Gustavo Serena[image: External link]. Serena also starred in the 1912 film, Romeo and Juliet. [141][142][143]

Naples gave birth to many Italian directors, actors, actresses, and writers including:[144]


	
Valeria Golino[image: External link]; Actress, Rain Man (1988)

	
Paolo Sorrentino[image: External link]; Director, La grande bellezza (2014)

	
Bud Spencer[image: External link]; Actor, They Call Me Trinity (1970), Trinity is STILL My Name! (1971)

	
Federico Castelluccio[image: External link]; Actor, The Sopranos (2000–2002), The Pink Panther 2 (2009), The Decoy Bride (2011)

	
Alessandra Mastronardi[image: External link]; Actress, To Rome with Love (2012)

	
Stephen Spinella[image: External link]; Actor, Milk (2008), Lincoln (2012)



A list of some well-known films that take place (fully or partially) in Naples include:[145]


	
Shoeshine[image: External link] (1946), directed by Neapolitan, Vittorio De Sica[image: External link]


	
Hands Over the City[image: External link] (1963), directed by Neapolitan, Francesco Rosi[image: External link]


	
Journey to Italy[image: External link] (1954), directed by Roberto Rossellini[image: External link]


	
Marriage Italian Style[image: External link] (1964), directed by Neapolitan, Vittorio De Sica[image: External link]


	
It Started in Naples[image: External link] (1960), Directed by Melville Shavelson[image: External link]




Naples is home of one of the first Italian colour films, Toto in Color[image: External link] (1952), starring Totò[image: External link] (Antonio Clemente), a famous comedic actor born in Naples.[146]

Some notable comedies set in Naples include "Ieri, Oggi e Domani" (Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow[image: External link]), by Vittorio De Sica, starring Sophia Loren and Marcello Mastroianni, Episode "Adelina of Naples" (Academy Award-winning movie), It Started in Naples[image: External link], L'oro di Napoli[image: External link] again by Vittorio De Sica, dramatic movies like Dino Risi[image: External link]'s Scent of a Woman[image: External link], war movies like "The four days of Naples[image: External link]" by Sardinian director Nanni Loy[image: External link], music and Sceneggiata movies like Zappatore[image: External link], from the eponymous song by Libero Bovio[image: External link], starring singer and actor Mario Merola[image: External link], crime movies like Il Camorrista[image: External link] with Ben Gazzara[image: External link] playing the part of infamous camorra boss Raffaele Cutolo[image: External link], and historical or costume movies like That Hamilton Woman[image: External link] starring Vivien Leigh[image: External link] and Laurence Olivier.

More modern Neapolitan films include Ricomincio da tre[image: External link], which depicts the misadventures of a young emigrant in the late 20th century. The 2008 film Gomorrah[image: External link], based on the book by Roberto Saviano[image: External link], explores the dark underbelly of the city of Naples through five intertwining stories about the powerful Neapolitan crime syndicate, the Camorra[image: External link].

Naples has appeared in episodes of TV serials such as The Sopranos[image: External link] and the 1998 version of The Count of Monte Cristo[image: External link], starring Gérard Depardieu.
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The cultural significance of Naples is often represented through a series of festivals held in the city. The following is a list of several festivals that take place in Naples (note: some festivals are not held on an annual basis).


	
Festa de Piedigrotta ("Piedigrotta Festival") – A musical event, typically held in September, in memory of the famous Madonna of Piedigrotta. Throughout the month, a series of musical workshops, concerts, religious events and children's events are held for the entertainment of the citizens of Naples and surrounding areas.[147]


	
Pizzafest – As Naples is famous for being the home of pizza, the city hosts an eleven-day festival dedicated to this iconic dish. This is a key event for Neapolitans and tourists alike, as a variety of stations are open for tasting a wide range of true Neapolitan style pizza. In addition to pizza tasting, a variety of entertainment shows are displayed.[148]


	
Maggio del Monumenti ("May of Monuments") – A cultural event where the city hosts a variety of special events dedicated to the birth of King Charles of Bourbon. It festival features art and music of the 18th century, and many buildings which may normally be closed throughout the year are opened for visitors to view.[149]


	
Il Ritorno della festa di San Gennaro ("The Return of the Feast of San Gennaro") – An annual celebration and feast of faith held over the course of three days, commemorating Saint Gennaro[image: External link]. Throughout the festival, parades, religious processions and musical entertainment are featured. An annual celebration is also held in "Little Italy[image: External link]" in Manhattan.[150][151]
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Main article: Neapolitan language[image: External link]


The Naples dialect[image: External link], a distinct language which is mainly spoken in the city, is also found in the region of Campania[image: External link], and has been diffused to other areas of Southern Italy[image: External link] by Neapolitan migrants. On 14 October 2008, a law was passed by the Region of Campania, stating that the Neapolitan language was to be legally protected.[152]

The term "Neapolitan language" is often used to describe the language of all of Campania[image: External link], and is sometimes applied to the entire South Italian language[image: External link]; Ethnologue[image: External link] refers to the latter as Napoletano-Calabrese.[153] This linguistic group is spoken throughout most of southern continental Italy[image: External link], including the Gaeta[image: External link] and Sora[image: External link] district of southern Lazio[image: External link], the southern part of Marche[image: External link] and Abruzzo[image: External link], Molise, Basilicata[image: External link], northern Calabria[image: External link], and northern and central Puglia[image: External link]. In 1976, there were theorised to be 7,047,399 native speakers[image: External link] of this group of dialects.[153]
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	This section may require cleanup[image: External link] to meet Wikipedia's quality standards[image: External link]. The specific problem is: Unsourced and very badly written Please help improve this section[image: External link] if you can. (June 2013) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




Naples is one of the main centres of Italian literature. The history of the Neapolitan language was deeply entwined with that of the Tuscan dialect[image: External link] which then became the current Italian language. The first written testimonies of the Italian language are the Placiti Cassinensi legal documents, dated 960 A.D., preserved in the Monte Cassino[image: External link] Abbey, which are in fact evidence of a language spoken in a southern dialect. The Tuscan poet Boccaccio[image: External link] lived for many years at the court of King Robert the Wise[image: External link] and used Naples as a setting for The Decameron[image: External link] and a number of his later novels. His works contain some words that are taken from Neapolitan instead of the corresponding Italian, e.g. "testo" (neap.: "testa") which in Naples indicates a large terracotta jar used to cultivate shrubs and little trees. King Alfonso V of Aragon[image: External link] stated in 1442 that the Neapolitan language was to be used instead of latin[image: External link] in official documents.

Later Neapolitan was replaced by Spanish during Spanish domination, and then by Italian. In 1458 the Accademia Pontaniana[image: External link], one of the first academies in Italy, was established in Naples as a free initiative by men of letters, science and literature. In 1480 the writer and poet Jacopo Sannazzaro[image: External link] wrote the first pastoral romance, Arcadia, which influenced Italian literature. In 1634 Giambattista Basile[image: External link] collected Lo Cunto de li Cunti[image: External link], five books of ancient tales written in the Neapolitan dialect rather than Italian. Philosopher Giordano Bruno[image: External link], who theorised the existence of infinite solar systems and the infinity of the entire universe, completed his studies at University of Naples. Due to philosophers such as Giambattista Vico[image: External link], Naples became one of the centres of the Italian peninsula for historic and philosophy of history[image: External link] studies.

Jurisprudence[image: External link] studies were enhanced in Naples thanks to eminent personalities of jurists like Bernardo Tanucci[image: External link], Gaetano Filangieri[image: External link] and Antonio Genovesi[image: External link]. In the 18th century Naples, together with Milan[image: External link], became one of the most important sites from which the Enlightenment[image: External link] penetrated into Italy. Poet and philosopher Giacomo Leopardi[image: External link] visited the city in 1837 and then died there. His works influenced Francesco de Sanctis[image: External link] who made his studies in Naples, and then eventually became Minister of Instruction during the Italian kingdom. De Sanctis was one of the first literary critics to discover, study and diffusing the poems and literary works of the great poet from Recanati[image: External link].

Writer and journalist Matilde Serao[image: External link] co-founded the newspaper Il Mattino[image: External link] with her husband Edoardo Scarfoglio[image: External link] in 1892. Serao was an acclaimed novelist and writer during her day. Poet Salvatore Di Giacomo[image: External link] was one of the most famous writers in the Neapolitan dialect, and many of his poems were adapted to music, becoming famous Neapolitan songs. In the 20th century, philosophers like Benedetto Croce[image: External link] pursued the long tradition of philosophy studies in Naples, and personalities like jurist and lawyer Enrico De Nicola[image: External link] pursued legal and constitutional studies. De Nicola later helped to draft the modern Constitution of the Italian Republic, and was eventually elected to the office of President of the Italian Republic. Other noted Neapolitan writers and journalists include Antonio De Curtis[image: External link], Curzio Malaparte[image: External link], Giancarlo Siani[image: External link] and Roberto Saviano[image: External link].
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Naples was one of the centres of the peninsula from which originated the modern theatre genre as nowadays intended, evolving from 16th century "comedy of art[image: External link]". The masked character of Pulcinella[image: External link] is worldwide famous figure either as theatrical character or puppetry[image: External link] character.

The music Opera genre of opera buffa[image: External link] was born in Naples in the 18th century and then spread to Rome and then in northern Italy. In the period of Belle Époque[image: External link] Naples rivalled with Paris for its Café-chantants[image: External link], and many famous neapolitan songs were originally born to entertain the public of cafès of Naples. The most famous known is "Ninì Tirabusciò". The history of how this song was birth was dramatised in the eponymous comedy movie "Ninì Tirabusciò: la donna che inventò la mossa[image: External link]" starring Monica Vitti[image: External link]. The Neapolitan popular genre of " Sceneggiata[image: External link]" is one of the most important genres of modern folk theatre worldwide, dramatising common canon themes of thwarted love stories, comedies, tearjerker sob stories, commonly about honest people becoming camorra[image: External link] outlaws due to unfortunate events. Born in little folk theatres in the period between the end of the 19th century and the World War I, as evolution and crystallisation of the neapolitan comedy of art, the Sceneggiata collected an immense success amongst the neapolitan people, and then became one of the most famous and worldwide known genres of Italian cinema thanks to actors and singers like Mario Merola[image: External link] and Nino D'Angelo[image: External link]. Many writers and playwrights such as Raffaele Viviani[image: External link] wrote comedies and dramas for this genre. Actors and comedians like Eduardo Scarpetta[image: External link] and then his sons Eduardo De Filippo[image: External link], Peppino De Filippo[image: External link] and Titina De Filippo[image: External link], during a two generations long effort, contributed to make worldwide known the neapolitan theatre and its comedies and tragedy plays, such as "Filumena Marturano[image: External link]" and "Napoli Milionaria[image: External link]". Actors like prince Antonio de Curtis, Peppino De Filippo, Nino Taranto[image: External link] and many others begun their fame as comedians of Variety show (in Italian called "Varietà") touring in theatres along all Italy, then became famous as cinema actors and, in the end of their career, pioneered the TV in Italy. Eduardo De Filippo ported his theatrical plays as cinema movies and then recording for TV his masterpieces and live theatrical performances. Nowadays comedians like Massimo Troisi[image: External link] started their career in small theatres and cabarets or even discoteques[image: External link] and then emerged in TV entertainment and comedy shows.
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Main articles: Music of Naples[image: External link], Canzone Napoletana[image: External link], and Music conservatories of Naples[image: External link]


Naples has played an important role in the history of Western European art music[image: External link] for more than four centuries.[154] The first music conservatories[image: External link] were established in the city under Spanish rule in the 16th century. The San Pietro a Majella music conservatory, founded in 1826 by Francesco I of Bourbon[image: External link], continues to operate today as both a prestigious centre of musical education and a musical museum.

During the late Baroque period[image: External link], Alessandro Scarlatti[image: External link], the father of Domenico Scarlatti[image: External link], established the Neapolitan school of opera; this was in the form of opera seria[image: External link], which was a new development for its time.[155] Another form of opera originating in Naples is opera buffa[image: External link], a style of comic opera[image: External link] strongly linked to Battista Pergolesi[image: External link] and Piccinni[image: External link]; later contributors to the genre included Rossini[image: External link] and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart[image: External link].[156] The Teatro di San Carlo[image: External link], built in 1737, is the oldest working theatre in Europe, and remains the operatic centre of Naples.[157]

The earliest six-string guitar was created by the Neapolitan Gaetano Vinaccia in 1779; the instrument is now referred to as the romantic guitar[image: External link]. The Vinaccia family also developed the mandolin[image: External link].[158][159] Influenced by the Spanish, Neapolitans became pioneers of classical guitar music, with Ferdinando Carulli[image: External link] and Mauro Giuliani[image: External link] being prominent exponents.[160] Giuliani, who was actually from Apulia[image: External link] but lived and worked in Naples, is widely considered to be one of the greatest guitar players[image: External link] and composers of the 19th century, along with his Catalan[image: External link] contemporary Fernando Sor[image: External link].[161][162] Another Neapolitan musician of note was opera singer[image: External link] Enrico Caruso[image: External link], one of the most prominent opera tenors[image: External link] of all time:[163] he was considered a man of the people in Naples, hailing from a working-class background.[164]

A popular traditional dance in Southern Italy[image: External link] and Naples is the Tarantella[image: External link], originated in the Apulia[image: External link] region and spread next to all part of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies[image: External link]. The Neapolitan tarantella is a courtship dance[image: External link] performed by couples whose "rhythms, melodies, gestures, and accompanying songs are quite distinct" featuring faster more cheerful music.

A notable element of popular Neapolitan music is the Canzone Napoletana[image: External link] style, essentially the traditional music[image: External link] of the city, with a repertoire of hundreds of folk[image: External link] songs, some of which can be traced back to the 13th century.[165] The genre became a formal institution in 1835, after the introduction of the annual Festival of Piedigrotta[image: External link] songwriting competition.[165] Some of the best-known recording artists in this field include Roberto Murolo, Sergio Bruni[image: External link] and Renato Carosone[image: External link].[166] There are furthermore various forms of music popular in Naples but not well known outside it, such as cantautore ("singer-songwriter") and sceneggiata, which has been described as a musical soap opera; the most well-known exponent of this style is Mario Merola[image: External link].[167]
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Football[image: External link] is by far the most popular sport in Naples. Brought to the city by the British during the early 20th century,[168] the sport is deeply embedded in local culture: it is popular at every level of society, from the scugnizzi (street children[image: External link]) to wealthy professionals. The city's best known football club[image: External link] is SSC Napoli[image: External link], which plays its home games at the Stadio San Paolo[image: External link] in Fuorigrotta[image: External link]. The team plays in the Serie A[image: External link] league and has won the Scudetto[image: External link] twice, the Coppa Italia[image: External link] five times and the Supercoppa Italiana[image: External link] twice. The team has also won the UEFA Cup[image: External link],[169] and once named FIFA Player of the Century[image: External link] Diego Maradona[image: External link] among its players. Naples has itself produced numerous prominent professional footballers, including Ciro Ferrara[image: External link] and Fabio Cannavaro[image: External link]. Cannavaro was captain of Italy's national team[image: External link] until 2010, and led the team to victory in the 2006 World Cup[image: External link]. He was consequently named World Player of the Year[image: External link].

Some of the city's smaller clubs include Sporting Neapolis[image: External link] and Internapoli[image: External link], which play at the Stadio Arturo Collana[image: External link]. The city also has teams in a variety of other sports: Eldo Napoli[image: External link] represents the city in basketball's Serie A[image: External link] and plays in the city of Bagnoli[image: External link]. The city co-hosted the EuroBasket 1969[image: External link]. Partenope Rugby are the city's best-known rugby union[image: External link] side: the team has won the rugby union Serie A[image: External link] twice. Other popular local sports include water polo[image: External link], horse racing[image: External link], sailing, fencing, boxing[image: External link], taekwondo[image: External link] and martial arts. The Accademia Nazionale di Scherma (National Academy and Fencing School of Naples) is the only place in Italy where the titles "Master of Sword" and "Master of Kendo[image: External link]" can be obtained.[170]
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Main category: People from Naples[image: External link]
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See also: List of twin towns and sister cities in Italy[image: External link]
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Naples is involved in town twinning[image: External link] (Italian: gemellaggio). Below is a list of twin towns and sister cities[image: External link] listed on the official website of the city of Naples:[171]



	
Gafsa[image: External link], Tunisia[image: External link][171]


	
Sighet[image: External link], Romania[image: External link][171]


	
Călăraşi[image: External link], Romania[image: External link][171]


	
Budapest[image: External link], Hungary[image: External link][171][172][173]


	
Palma de Mallorca[image: External link], Spain[171]


	
Athens[image: External link], Greece[image: External link][171]


	
Santiago de Cuba[image: External link], Cuba[image: External link][171]


	
Santiago de Cuba Province[image: External link], Cuba[171]


	
Nosy Be[image: External link], Madagascar[image: External link][171]


	
Nablus[image: External link], West Bank[image: External link][171]
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Kagoshima[image: External link], Japan[174]


	
Baku[image: External link], Azerbaijan[image: External link][175]


	
Tripoli, Lebanon[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Kolkata[image: External link], India[image: External link][176]


	
İzmir[image: External link], Turkey[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Sarajevo[image: External link], Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] (since 1964)[177]
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Bourbon Tunnel[image: External link], a subterranean tunnel in Naples

	List of radio stations in Naples[image: External link]

	List of tallest buildings in Naples[image: External link]

	Neapolitan Mastiff[image: External link]

	
Sirenuse[image: External link], an archipelago close to Naples
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This article is about modern ethnic Germans. It is not to be confused with the ancient Germanic tribes[image: External link]. For other uses, see Germans (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Germans ( German[image: External link]: Deutsche) are a Germanic ethnic group[image: External link] native to Central Europe[image: External link],[12] who share a common German ancestry, culture[image: External link] and history[image: External link]. German[image: External link] is the shared mother tongue[image: External link] of a substantial majority of ethnic Germans.

The English term Germans has historically referred to the German-speaking[image: External link] population of the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link] since the Late Middle Ages[image: External link].[13] Before the collapse of communism[image: External link] and the reunification of Germany[image: External link] in 1990, Germans constituted the largest divided nation in Europe by far.[14][15][note 2] Ever since the outbreak of the Protestant Reformation[image: External link] within the Holy Roman Empire, German society has been characterized by a Catholic-Protestant divide[image: External link].[16]

Of approximately 100 million native speakers of German in the world,[17] roughly 80 million consider themselves Germans.[citation needed[image: External link]] There are an additional 80 million people of German ancestry mainly in the United States[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link] (mainly in the South Region[image: External link] of the country), Argentina[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link], the post-Soviet states[image: External link] (mainly in Russia[image: External link] and Kazakhstan[image: External link]), and France, each accounting for at least 1 million.[note 3] Thus, the total number of Germans lies somewhere between 100 and more than 150 million, depending on the criteria applied[1] (native speakers, single-ancestry ethnic Germans, partial German ancestry, etc.).

Today, people from countries with German-speaking majorities (such as Austria[image: External link], Switzerland[image: External link], Liechtenstein[image: External link] and other historically-tied countries like Luxembourg[image: External link]) most often subscribe to their own national identities and may or may not also self-identify as ethnically German.[18]
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Further information: Names of Germany[image: External link]


The German term Deutsche[image: External link] originates from the Old High German[image: External link] word diutisc[image: External link] (from diot "people"), referring to the Germanic[image: External link] "language of the people". It is not clear how commonly, if at all, the word was used as an ethnonym in Old High German.

Used as a noun, ein diutscher in the sense of "a German" emerges in Middle High German[image: External link], attested from the second half of the 12th century.[19]

The Old French[image: External link] term alemans is taken from the name of the Alamanni[image: External link]. It was loaned into Middle English[image: External link] as almains in the early 14th century. The word Dutch is attested in English from the 14th century, denoting continental West Germanic ("Dutch" and "German") dialects and their speakers.[20]

While in most Romance languages the Germans have been named from the Alamanni (in what became Swabia[image: External link]) (some, like standard Italian tedeschi, retain an older borrowing of the endonym[image: External link]), the Old Norse[image: External link], Finnish, and Estonian names for the Germans were taken from that of the Saxons[image: External link]. In Slavic languages[image: External link], the Germans were given the name of němьci (singular němьcь), originally with a meaning "foreigner, one who does not speak [Slavic]".

The English term Germans is only attested from the mid-16th century, based on the classical Latin term Germani used by Julius Caesar[image: External link] and later Tacitus[image: External link]. It gradually replaced Dutch and Almains, the latter becoming mostly obsolete by the early 18th century.[21][22]
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Main articles: History of Germany[image: External link], Germanic peoples[image: External link], and Theodiscus[image: External link]


The Germans are a Germanic people, who as an ethnicity emerged during the Middle Ages. Originally part of the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link], around 300 independent German states emerged during its decline after the Peace of Westphalia[image: External link] in 1648 ending the Thirty Years War[image: External link]. These states eventually formed into modern Germany[image: External link] in the 19th century.[23]
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The concept of a German ethnicity is linked to Germanic tribes of antiquity in central Europe.[24] The early Germans originated on the North German Plain as well as southern Scandinavia.[24] By the 2nd century BC, the number of Germans[ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]] was significantly increasing and they began expanding into eastern Europe and southward into Celtic territory.[24] During antiquity these Germanic tribes remained separate from each other and did not have writing systems at that time.[25]

In the European Iron Age[image: External link] the area that is now Germany was divided into the ( Celtic[image: External link]) La Tène horizon[image: External link] in Southern Germany[image: External link] and the ( Germanic[image: External link]) Jastorf culture[image: External link] in Northern Germany[image: External link]. By 55 BC, the Germans[ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]] had reached the Danube river and had either assimilated or otherwise driven out the Celts who had lived there, and had spread west into what is now Belgium and France.[25]

Conflict between the Germanic tribes and the forces of Rome[image: External link] under Julius Caesar[image: External link] forced major Germanic tribes to retreat to the east bank of the Rhine[image: External link].[26] Roman emperor Augustus[image: External link] in 12 BC ordered the conquest of the Germans[ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]], but the catastrophic Roman defeat at the Battle of the Teutoburg Forest[image: External link] resulted in the Roman Empire abandoning its plans to completely conquer Germania[image: External link].[24] Germanic peoples in Roman territory were culturally Romanized, and although much of Germania remained free of direct Roman rule, Rome deeply influenced the development of German society, especially the adoption of Christianity by the Germans who obtained it from the Romans.[26] In Roman-held territories with Germanic populations, the Germanic and Roman peoples intermarried, and Roman, Germanic, and Christian traditions intermingled.[27] The adoption of Christianity would later become a major influence in the development of a common German identity.[25]

The first major public figure to speak of a German[ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]] people in general, was the Roman figure Tacitus[image: External link] in his work Germania around 100 AD.[28] However an actual united German identity and ethnicity did not exist then, and it would take centuries of development of German culture until the concept of a German ethnicity began to become a popular identity.[29]

The Germanic peoples during the Migrations Period[image: External link] came into contact with other peoples; in the case of the populations settling in the territory of modern Germany, they encountered Celts[image: External link] to the south, and Balts[image: External link] and Slavs[image: External link] towards the east. The Limes Germanicus[image: External link] was breached in AD 260. Migrating Germanic tribes commingled with the local Gallo-Roman[image: External link] populations in what is now Swabia[image: External link] and Bavaria[image: External link]. The arrival of the Huns[image: External link] in Europe resulted in Hun conquest of large parts of Eastern Europe, the Huns initially were allies of the Roman Empire who fought against Germanic tribes, but later the Huns cooperated with the Germanic tribe of the Ostrogoths, and large numbers of Germans lived within the lands of the Hunnic Empire[image: External link] of Attila[image: External link].[30] Attila had both Hunnic and Germanic families and prominent Germanic chiefs amongst his close entourage in Europe.[30] The Huns living in Germanic territories in Eastern Europe adopted an East Germanic language[image: External link] as their lingua franca[image: External link].[31] A major part of Attila's army were Germans, during the Huns' campaign against the Roman Empire.[32] After Attila's unexpected death the Hunnic Empire collapsed with the Huns disappearing as a people in Europe – who either escaped into Asia, or otherwise blended in amongst Europeans.[33]

The migration-period peoples who later coalesced into a "German" ethnicity were the Germanic tribes of the Saxons[image: External link], Franci[image: External link], Thuringii[image: External link], Alamanni[image: External link] and Bavarii[image: External link]. These five tribes, sometimes with inclusion of the Frisians[image: External link], are considered as the major groups to take part in the formation of the Germans.[citation needed[image: External link]] The varieties[image: External link] of the German language are still divided up into these groups. Linguists[image: External link] distinguish low Saxon[image: External link], Franconian[image: External link], Bavarian[image: External link], Thuringian[image: External link] and Alemannic[image: External link] varieties in modern German. By the 9th century, the large tribes which lived on the territory of modern Germany had been united under the rule of the Frankish king Charlemagne[image: External link], known in German as Karl der Große.[34][35][36][37] Much of what is now Eastern Germany[image: External link] became Slavonic-speaking ( Sorbs[image: External link] and Veleti[image: External link]), after these areas were vacated by Germanic tribes ( Vandals[image: External link], Lombards[image: External link], Burgundians[image: External link] and Suebi[image: External link] amongst others) which had migrated into the former areas of the Roman Empire[image: External link].
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Main articles: Ostsiedlung[image: External link] and History of German settlement in Eastern Europe[image: External link]


Further information: Kingdom of Germany[image: External link], Stem duchy[image: External link], Medieval demography[image: External link], and Holy Roman Empire[image: External link]


A German ethnicity emerged in the course of the Middle Ages[image: External link], ultimately as a result of the formation of the Kingdom of Germany[image: External link] within East Francia[image: External link] and later the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link], beginning in the 9th century. The process was gradual and lacked any clear definition, and the use of exonyms designating "the Germans" develops only during the High Middle Ages[image: External link]. The title of rex teutonicum "King of the Germans[image: External link]" is first used in the late 11th century, by the chancery of Pope Gregory VII[image: External link], to describe the future Holy Roman Emperor of the German nation Henry IV[image: External link].[38] Natively, the term diutscher (German) was used for the people of Germany beginning in the 12th century.

After Christianization[image: External link], the Roman Catholic Church and local rulers led German expansion and settlement in areas inhabited by Slavs and Balts, known as Ostsiedlung[image: External link]. During the wars waged in the Baltic by the Catholic German Teutonic Knights[image: External link]; the lands inhabited by the ethnic group of the Old Prussians[image: External link] (the current reference to the people known then simply as the "Prussians"), were conquered by the Germans. The Old Prussians were an ethnic group related to the Latvian[image: External link] and Lithuanian[image: External link] Baltic peoples.[39] The former German state of Prussia[image: External link] took its name from the Baltic Prussians, although it was led by Germans who had assimilated the Old Prussians; the old Prussian language was extinct by the 17th or early 18th century.[40] The Slavic[image: External link] people of the Teutonic-controlled Baltic were assimilated into German culture and eventually there were many intermarriages of Slavic and German families, including amongst the Prussia's aristocracy known as the Junkers[image: External link].[41] Prussian military strategist Karl von Clausewitz[image: External link] is a famous German whose surname is of Slavic origin.[41] Massive German settlement led to the assimilation of Baltic (Old Prussians[image: External link]) and Slavic ( Wends[image: External link]) populations, who were exhausted by previous warfare.

At the same time, naval innovations led to a German domination of trade in the Baltic Sea[image: External link] and parts of Eastern Europe through the Hanseatic League[image: External link]. Along the trade routes, Hanseatic trade stations became centers of the German culture. German town law[image: External link] (Stadtrecht) was promoted by the presence of large, relatively wealthy German populations, their influence and political power. Thus people who would be considered "Germans", with a common culture, language, and worldview[image: External link] different from that of the surrounding rural peoples, colonized trading towns as far north of present-day Germany as Bergen[image: External link] (in Norway[image: External link]), Stockholm[image: External link] (in Sweden[image: External link]), and Vyborg[image: External link] (now in Russia). The Hanseatic League was not exclusively German in any ethnic sense: many towns who joined the league were outside the Holy Roman Empire and a number of them may only loosely be characterized as German. The Empire itself was not entirely German either. It had a multi-ethnic and multi-lingual structure, some of the smaller ethnicities and languages used at different times were Dutch, Italian, French, Czech and Polish.[42]

By the Middle Ages[image: External link], large numbers of Jews[image: External link] lived in the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link] and had assimilated into German culture, including many Jews who had previously assimilated into French culture and had spoken a mixed Judeo-French language.[43] Upon assimilating into German culture, the Jewish German peoples incorporated major parts of the German language and elements of other European languages into a mixed language known as Yiddish[image: External link].[43] However tolerance and assimilation of Jews in German society suddenly ended during the Crusades[image: External link] with many Jews being forcefully expelled from Germany and Western Yiddish disappeared as a language in Germany over the centuries, with German Jewish people fully adopting the German language.[43]
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From the late 15th century, the Holy Roman Empire came to be known as the Holy Roman Empire of the German nation[image: External link]. The Thirty Years' War[image: External link], a series of conflicts fought mainly in the territory of modern Germany, weakened the coherence of the Holy Roman Empire, leading to the emergence of different, smaller German states known as Kleinstaaterei[image: External link] in 18th-century Germany[image: External link].

The Napoleonic Wars[image: External link] were the cause of the final dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire, and ultimately the cause for the quest for a German nation state[image: External link] in 19th-century German nationalism[image: External link]. After the Congress of Vienna[image: External link], Austria[image: External link] and Prussia[image: External link] emerged as two competitors. Austria, trying to remain the dominant power in Central Europe, led the way in the terms of the Congress of Vienna. The Congress of Vienna was essentially conservative, assuring that little would change in Europe and preventing Germany from uniting.[44] These terms came to a sudden halt following the Revolutions of 1848[image: External link] and the Crimean War[image: External link] in 1856, paving the way for German unification[image: External link] in the 1860s. By the 1820s, large numbers of Jewish German women had intermarried with Christian German men and had converted to Christianity.[45] Jewish German Eduard Lasker[image: External link] was a prominent German nationalist[image: External link] figure who promoted the unification of Germany in the mid-19th century.[46]

In 1866, the feud between Austria and Prussia[image: External link] finally came to a head. There were several reasons behind this war. As German nationalism[image: External link] grew strongly inside the German Confederation[image: External link] and neither could decide on how Germany was going to be unified[image: External link] into a nation-state. The Austrians favoured the Greater Germany unification but were not willing to give up any of the non-German-speaking land inside of the Austrian Empire[image: External link] and take second place to Prussia. The Prussians however wanted to unify Germany as Little Germany primarily by the Kingdom of Prussia[image: External link], whilst excluding Austria. In the final battle of the German war (Battle of Königgrätz[image: External link]) the Prussians successfully defeated the Austrians and succeeded in creating the North German Confederation[image: External link].[47]

In 1870, after France attacked Prussia, Prussia and its new allies in Southern Germany (among them Bavaria) were victorious in the Franco-Prussian War[image: External link]. It created the German Empire[image: External link] in 1871 as a German nation-state[image: External link], effectively excluding the multi-ethnic Austrian Habsburg monarchy[image: External link] and Liechtenstein[image: External link]. Integrating the Austrian Germans nevertheless remained a strong desire for many people of Germany and Austria, especially among the liberals, the social democrats and also the Catholics who were a minority within the Protestant Germany.

During the 19th century in the German territories, rapid population growth due to lower death rates, combined with poverty, spurred millions of Germans to emigrate, chiefly to the United States. Today, roughly 17% of the United States' population (23% of the white[image: External link] population) is of mainly German ancestry.[48][49][50]
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Further information: Volksdeutsche[image: External link] and Reichsdeutsche[image: External link]


.

The dissolution of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire[image: External link] after World War I led to a strong desire of the population of the new Republic of German Austria[image: External link] to be integrated into Germany[image: External link] or Switzerland.[51] This was, however, prevented by the Treaty of Versailles[image: External link].[52][53] In 1930, three years before the Nazi era, there were roughly 94 million people all over the world claiming German ancestry, or about 4,5% of the world population at the time.[54][55][note 4]

During the Third Reich[image: External link], the Nazis[image: External link], led by Austrian-born Adolf Hitler[image: External link], attempted to unite all the people they claimed were "Germans" ( Volksdeutsche[image: External link]) into one realm, including ethnic Germans in eastern Europe,[56] many of whom had emigrated more than one hundred fifty years before and developed separate cultures in their new lands. This idea was initially welcomed by many ethnic Germans in Sudetenland[image: External link],[57] Austria,[58] Poland[image: External link], Danzig[image: External link] and western Lithuania[image: External link], particularly the Germans from Klaipeda[image: External link] (Memel). The Swiss[image: External link] resisted the idea. They had viewed themselves as a distinctly separate nation since the Peace of Westphalia[image: External link] of 1648.

After World War II, eastern European countries such as the Soviet Union[image: External link], Poland[image: External link], Czechoslovakia[image: External link], Hungary[image: External link], Romania[image: External link] and Yugoslavia[image: External link] expelled the Germans from their territories. Many of those had inhabited these lands for centuries, developing a unique culture. Germans were also forced to leave the former eastern territories of Germany[image: External link], which were annexed by Poland ( Silesia[image: External link], Pomerania[image: External link], parts of Brandenburg[image: External link] and southern part of East Prussia[image: External link]) and the Soviet Union[image: External link] (northern part of East Prussia[image: External link]). Between 12 and 16,5 million ethnic Germans and German citizens[image: External link] were expelled westwards to allied-occupied Germany[image: External link].

After World War II, Austrians[image: External link] increasingly saw themselves as a separate nation from the German nation. In 1966, 47% people in Austria viewed themselves as Austrians. In 1990, the number increased to 79%.[59] Recent polls show that no more than 6% of the German-speaking Austrians consider themselves as "Germans".[60] An Austrian identity was vastly emphasized along with the "first-victim of Nazism theory[image: External link]."[61] Today over 80 percent of the Austrians see themselves as an independent nation.[62]
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Between 1950 and 1987, about 1.4 million ethnic Germans and their dependents, mostly from Poland and Romania, arrived in Germany under special provisions of right of return[image: External link]. With the collapse of the Iron Curtain[image: External link] since 1987, 3 million "Aussiedler" – ethnic Germans, mainly from Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union[image: External link] – took advantage of Germany's law of return to leave the "land of their birth" for Germany.[63]

Approximately 2 million, just from the territories of the former Soviet Union, have resettled in Germany since the late 1980s.[64] On the other hand, significant numbers of ethnic Germans have moved from Germany to other European countries, especially Switzerland[image: External link], the Netherlands[image: External link], Britain, Spain and Portugal[image: External link].

In its State of World Population 2006 report, the United Nations Population Fund lists Germany with hosting the third-highest percentage of the main international migrants worldwide, about 5% or 10 million of all 191 million migrants.[65]
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The event of the Protestant Reformation[image: External link] and the politics that ensued has been cited as the origins of German identity that arose in response to the spread of a common German language and literature.[29] Early German national culture was developed through literary and religious figures including Martin Luther[image: External link], Johann Wolfgang von Goethe[image: External link] and Friedrich Schiller[image: External link].[66] The concept of a German nation was developed by German philosopher Johann Gottfried Herder[image: External link].[67] The popularity of German identity arose in the aftermath of the French Revolution[image: External link].[28]

Persons who speak German as their first language, look German and whose families have lived in Germany for generations are considered "most German", followed by categories of diminishing Germanness such as Aussiedler[image: External link] (people of German ancestry whose families have lived in Eastern Europe but who have returned to Germany), Restdeutsche (people living in lands that have historically belonged to Germany but which is currently outside of Germany), Auswanderer (people whose families have emigrated from Germany and who still speak German), German speakers in German-speaking nations such as Austrians[image: External link], and finally people of German emigrant background who no longer speak German.[68]
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Main article: German language[image: External link]


The native language of Germans is German, a West Germanic language[image: External link], related to and classified alongside English and Dutch[image: External link], and sharing many similarities with the North Germanic[image: External link] and Scandinavian languages. Spoken by approximately 100 million native speakers[image: External link],[69] German is one of the world's major languages[image: External link] and the most widely spoken first language[image: External link] in the European Union[image: External link]. German has been replaced by English as the dominant language of science-related Nobel Prize[image: External link] laureates during the second half of the 20th century.[70] It was a lingua franca[image: External link] in the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link].
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 Dialects




Main article: German dialects[image: External link]



	
High German[image: External link]

	
Upper German[image: External link]

	
Bavarians[image: External link] (ca. 10 million) form the Austro-Bavarian[image: External link] linguistic group, together with those Austrians[image: External link] who speak German and do not live in Vorarlberg[image: External link] and the western Tyrol district of Reutte[image: External link]. Swabians[image: External link] (ca. 10 million) form the Alemannic[image: External link] group, together with the Alemannic Swiss[image: External link], Liechtensteiners, Alsatians[image: External link] and Vorarlbergians[image: External link].





	
Central German[image: External link] dialect group (ca. 45 million)

	
West Central German[image: External link]

	
Central Franconian[image: External link] ( Ripuarian[image: External link], Kölsch[image: External link]), forms a dialectal unity with Luxembourgish[image: External link], Rhine Franconian[image: External link]( Hessian[image: External link])





	
East Central German[image: External link]

	
Standard German[image: External link],[71] Thuringian[image: External link], Upper Saxon[image: External link], High Prussian[image: External link], German Silesian[image: External link]










	
Yiddish[image: External link], a High German language of Ashkenazi Jewish[image: External link] origin, spoken throughout the world. It developed as a fusion of German dialects with Hebrew[image: External link], Slavic languages[image: External link] and traces of Romance languages[image: External link].[72][73]






	
Low German[image: External link] (ca. 3–10 million), forms a dialectal unity with Dutch Low Saxon[image: External link]

	
Low Saxon[image: External link], East Low German[image: External link]
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 Native speakers




Global distribution of native speakers of the German language:



	Country
	German-speaking population (outside German-speaking countries)



	United States[image: External link]
	5,000,000[74]




	Brazil[image: External link]
	3,000,000[74]




	Russia[image: External link]
	2,000,000[74]




	Poland[image: External link]
	800,000[74]




	Argentina[image: External link]
	500,000[74]




	Canada[image: External link]
	450,000[74] – 620,000[75]




	Italy[image: External link]
	250,000[74]




	Hungary[image: External link]
	220,000[74]




	Australia[image: External link]
	110,000[74]




	Mexico[image: External link]
	100,000 (Mennonites)[76]




	South Africa[image: External link]
	75,000 (German expatriate citizens)[74]




	Belgium[image: External link]
	66,000[74]




	Paraguay[image: External link]
	56,000[77]




	Chile[image: External link]
	40,000[74]




	New Zealand[image: External link]
	36,000[74]




	Guatemala[image: External link]
	35,000[78]




	Namibia[image: External link]
	30,000 (German expatriate citizens)[74]




	Denmark[image: External link]
	20,000[74]




	Romania[image: External link]
	15,000[74]




	Venezuela[image: External link]
	10,000[74]
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 Geographic distribution




Main article: German diaspora[image: External link]


People of German origin are found in various places around the globe. United States[image: External link] is home to approximately 50 million German Americans[image: External link] or one third of the German diaspora, making it the largest centre of German-descended people outside Germany. Brazil[image: External link] is the second largest with 5 million people claiming German ancestry. Other significant centres are Canada[image: External link], Argentina[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link] and France[image: External link] each accounting for at least 1 million. While the exact number of German-descended people is difficult to calculate, the available data makes it safe to claim the number is exceeding 100 million people.[1]
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	This article contains too many pictures, charts or diagrams for its overall length. Please help to improve this article[image: External link] in accordance with the Manual of Style on use of images[image: External link]. (June 2016)




Main article: Culture of Germany[image: External link]
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 Literature




Main article: German literature[image: External link]


German literature can be traced back to the Middle Ages[image: External link], with the most notable authors of the period being Walther von der Vogelweide[image: External link] and Wolfram von Eschenbach[image: External link]. The Nibelungenlied[image: External link], whose author remains unknown, is also an important work of the epoch, as is the Thidrekssaga[image: External link]. The fairy tales collections collected and published by Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm[image: External link] in the 19th century became famous throughout the world.

Theologian Luther[image: External link], who translated the Bible into German, is widely credited for having set the basis for the modern "High German" language. Among the most admired German poets and authors are Lessing[image: External link], Goethe[image: External link], Schiller[image: External link], Kleist[image: External link], Hoffmann[image: External link], Brecht[image: External link], Heine[image: External link] and Schmidt[image: External link]. Nine Germans have won the Nobel Prize in literature[image: External link]: Theodor Mommsen[image: External link], Paul von Heyse[image: External link], Gerhart Hauptmann[image: External link], Thomas Mann[image: External link], Nelly Sachs[image: External link], Hermann Hesse[image: External link], Heinrich Böll[image: External link], Günter Grass[image: External link], and Herta Müller[image: External link].
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Main article: German philosophy[image: External link]


Germany's influence on philosophy is historically significant and many notable German philosophers have helped shape Western philosophy[image: External link] since the Middle Ages. The rise of the modern natural sciences and the related decline of religion raised a series of questions, which recur throughout German philosophy, concerning the relationships between knowledge and faith, reason and emotion, and scientific, ethical, and artistic ways of seeing the world.

German philosophers[image: External link] have helped shape western philosophy[image: External link] from as early as the Middle Ages (Albertus Magnus[image: External link]). Later, Leibniz[image: External link] (17th century) and most importantly Kant[image: External link] played central roles in the history of philosophy[image: External link]. Kantianism[image: External link] inspired the work of Schopenhauer[image: External link] and Nietzsche[image: External link] as well as German idealism[image: External link] defended by Fichte[image: External link] and Hegel[image: External link]. Engels[image: External link] helped develop communist theory[image: External link] in the second half of the 19th century while Heidegger[image: External link] and Gadamer[image: External link] pursued the tradition of German philosophy in the 20th century. A number of German intellectuals were also influential in sociology[image: External link], most notably Adorno[image: External link], Habermas[image: External link], Horkheimer[image: External link], Luhmann[image: External link], Simmel[image: External link], Tönnies[image: External link], and Weber[image: External link]. The University of Berlin[image: External link] founded in 1810 by linguist and philosopher Wilhelm von Humboldt[image: External link] served as an influential model for a number of modern western universities.

In the 21st century, Germany has been an important country for the development of contemporary analytic philosophy in continental Europe, along with France, Austria, Switzerland and the Scandinavian countries.[79]
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 Science




Main articles: Science and technology in Germany[image: External link] and German inventors and discoverers[image: External link]


Germany has been the home of many famous inventors and engineers, such as Johannes Gutenberg[image: External link], who is credited with the invention of movable type[image: External link] printing[image: External link] in Europe; Hans Geiger[image: External link], the creator of the Geiger counter[image: External link]; and Konrad Zuse[image: External link], who built the first electronic computer.[80] German inventors, engineers and industrialists such as Zeppelin[image: External link], Daimler[image: External link], Diesel[image: External link], Otto[image: External link], Wankel[image: External link], Von Braun[image: External link] and Benz[image: External link] helped shape modern automotive and air transportation technology including the beginnings of space travel.[81][82]

The work of David Hilbert[image: External link], Max Planck[image: External link] and Albert Einstein[image: External link] was crucial to the foundation of modern physics[image: External link], which Werner Heisenberg[image: External link] and Erwin Schrödinger[image: External link] developed further.[83] They were preceded by such key physicists as Hermann von Helmholtz[image: External link], Joseph von Fraunhofer[image: External link], and Gabriel Daniel Fahrenheit[image: External link], among others. Wilhelm Conrad Röntgen[image: External link] discovered X-rays[image: External link], an accomplishment that made him the first winner of the Nobel Prize in Physics[image: External link] in 1901.[84] The Walhalla temple[image: External link] for "laudable and distinguished Germans", features a number of scientists, and is located east of Regensburg[image: External link], in Bavaria[image: External link].[85][86]
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 Music




Main article: Music of Germany[image: External link]


In the field of music, Germany claims some of the most renowned classical[image: External link] composers of the world including Bach[image: External link], Mozart[image: External link] and Beethoven[image: External link], who marked the transition between the Classical[image: External link] and Romantic[image: External link] eras in Western classical music. Other composers of the Austro[image: External link]-German tradition who achieved international fame include Brahms[image: External link], Wagner[image: External link], Haydn[image: External link], Schubert[image: External link], Händel[image: External link], Schumann[image: External link], Liszt[image: External link], Mendelssohn Bartholdy[image: External link], Johann Strauss II[image: External link], Bruckner[image: External link], Mahler[image: External link], Telemann[image: External link], Richard Strauss[image: External link], Schoenberg[image: External link], Orff[image: External link], and most recently, Henze[image: External link], Lachenmann[image: External link], and Stockhausen[image: External link].

As of 2008, Germany is the fourth largest music market in the world[87] and has exerted a strong influence on Dance[image: External link] and Rock music, and pioneered trance music[image: External link]. Artists such as Herbert Grönemeyer[image: External link], Scorpions[image: External link], Rammstein[image: External link], Nena[image: External link], Dieter Bohlen[image: External link], Tokio Hotel[image: External link] and Modern Talking[image: External link] have enjoyed international fame. German musicians and, particularly, the pioneering bands Tangerine Dream[image: External link] and Kraftwerk[image: External link] have also contributed to the development of electronic music[image: External link].[88] Germany hosts many large rock music festivals[image: External link] annually. The Rock am Ring[image: External link] festival is the largest music festival in Germany, and among the largest in the world. German artists also make up a large percentage of Industrial music[image: External link] acts, which is called Neue Deutsche Härte[image: External link]. Germany hosts some of the largest Goth[image: External link] scenes and festivals in the entire world, with events like Wave-Gothic-Treffen and M'era Luna Festival[image: External link] easily attracting up to 30,000 people. Amongst Germany's famous artists there are various Dutch entertainers, such as Johannes Heesters[image: External link].[89]
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 Cinema




Main article: Cinema of Germany[image: External link]


German cinema dates back to the very early years of the medium with the work of Max Skladanowsky[image: External link]. It was particularly influential during the years of the Weimar Republic[image: External link] with German expressionists[image: External link] such as Robert Wiene[image: External link] and Friedrich Wilhelm Murnau[image: External link]. The Nazi era[image: External link] produced mostly propaganda films although the work of Leni Riefenstahl[image: External link] still introduced new aesthetics in film. From the 1960s, New German Cinema[image: External link] directors such as Volker Schlöndorff[image: External link], Werner Herzog[image: External link], Wim Wenders[image: External link], Rainer Werner Fassbinder[image: External link] placed West-German[image: External link] cinema back onto the international stage with their often provocative films, while the Deutsche Film-Aktiengesellschaft[image: External link] controlled film production in the GDR[image: External link].

More recently, films such as Das Boot[image: External link] (1981), The Never Ending Story[image: External link] (1984) Run Lola Run[image: External link] (1998), Das Experiment[image: External link] (2001), Good Bye Lenin![image: External link] (2003), Gegen die Wand (Head-on)[image: External link] (2004) and Der Untergang (Downfall)[image: External link] (2004) have enjoyed international success. In 2002 the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film went to Caroline Link[image: External link]'s Nowhere in Africa[image: External link], in 2007 to Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck[image: External link]'s The Lives of Others[image: External link]. The Berlin International Film Festival, held yearly since 1951, is one of the world's foremost film and cinema festivals.[90]
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Main article: German architecture[image: External link]


Architectural[image: External link] contributions from Germany include the Carolingian[image: External link] and Ottonian styles[image: External link], important precursors of Romanesque[image: External link]. The region then produced significant works in styles such as the Gothic[image: External link], Renaissance[image: External link] and Baroque[image: External link].

The nation was particularly important in the early modern movement[image: External link] through the Deutscher Werkbund[image: External link] and the Bauhaus[image: External link] movement identified with Walter Gropius[image: External link]. The Nazis[image: External link] closed these movements and favoured a type of neo-classicism[image: External link]. Since World War II, further important modern and post-modern structures have been built, particularly since the reunification of Berlin.
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Roman Catholicism was the sole established religion in the Holy Roman Empire until the Reformation[image: External link] changed this drastically. In 1517, Martin Luther challenged the Catholic Church as he saw it as a corruption of Christian faith. Through this, he altered the course of European and world history and established Protestantism.[91] The Thirty Years' War[image: External link] (1618–1648) was one of the most destructive conflicts in European history. The war was fought primarily in what is now Germany, and at various points involved most of the countries of Europe. The war was fought largely as a religious conflict between Protestants and Catholics in the Holy Roman Empire.[92]

According to the latest nationwide census[image: External link], Roman Catholics constituted 29.5% of the total population of Germany, followed by the Evangelical Protestants at 27.9%. Other Christian denominations, other religions, atheists or not specified constituted 42.6% of the population at the time. Among "others" are Protestants not included in Evangelical Church of Germany[image: External link], and other Christians such as the Restorationist[image: External link] New Apostolic Church[image: External link]. Protestantism was more common among the citizens of Germany.[93] The North and East Germany is predominantly Protestant, the South and West rather Catholic. Nowadays there is a non-religious majority in Hamburg and the East German states.[94]

Historically, Germany had a substantial Jewish minority[image: External link]. Only a few thousand people of Jewish origin remained in Germany after the Holocaust[image: External link], but the German Jewish community now has approximately 100,000 members, many from the former Soviet Union[image: External link]. Germany also has a substantial Muslim minority, most of whom are immigrants from Turkey[image: External link].

German theologians include Luther[image: External link], Melanchthon[image: External link], Schleiermacher[image: External link], Feuerbach[image: External link], and Rudolf Otto[image: External link]. Also Germany brought up many mystics[image: External link] including Meister Eckhart[image: External link], Rudolf Steiner[image: External link], Jakob Boehme[image: External link], and some popes (e.g. Benedict XVI[image: External link]).
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 Sport




Main article: Sport in Germany[image: External link]


Sport forms an integral part of German life, as demonstrated by the fact that 27 million Germans are members of a sports club and an additional twelve million pursue such an activity individually.[95] Football[image: External link] is by far the most popular sport, and the German Football Federation (Deutscher Fußballbund) with more than 6.3 million members is the largest athletic organisation in the country.[95] It also attracts the greatest audience, with hundreds of thousands of spectators attending Bundesliga[image: External link] matches and millions more watching on television.

Other popular sports include handball[image: External link], volleyball, basketball, ice hockey[image: External link], and Winter sports[image: External link].[95] Historically, German sportsmen have been successful contenders in the Olympic Games, ranking third in an all-time Olympic Games medal count[image: External link], combining East and West German medals. In the 2012 Summer Olympics[image: External link], Germany finished sixth overall, whereas in the 2010 Winter Olympics[image: External link] Germany finished second.

There are also many Germans in the American NBA[image: External link]. In 2011[image: External link], Dirk Nowitzki[image: External link] won his first NBA Championship with the Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] by upsetting the Miami Heat[image: External link]. He was also named that year's NBA Finals Most Valuable Player.
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Main article: List of Germans[image: External link]


Germany is a modern, advanced society, shaped by a plurality of lifestyles and regional identities.[96] The country has established a high level of gender equality[image: External link], promotes disability rights[image: External link], and is legally and socially tolerant towards homosexuals. Gays and lesbians can legally adopt their partner's biological children, and civil unions[image: External link] have been permitted since 2001.[97] Former Foreign minister Guido Westerwelle[image: External link] and the former mayor of Berlin, Klaus Wowereit[image: External link], are openly gay.[98]

During the last decade of the 20th century, Germany changed its attitude towards immigrants. Until the mid-1990s the opinion was widespread that Germany is not a country of immigration, even though about 20% of the population were of non-German origin. Today the government and a majority of the German society are acknowledging that immigrants from diverse ethnocultural backgrounds are part of the German society and that controlled immigration should be initiated based on qualification standards.[99]

Since the 2006 FIFA World Cup[image: External link], the internal and external evaluation of Germany's national image has changed.[100] In the annual Nation Brands Index[image: External link] global survey, Germany became significantly and repeatedly more highly ranked after the tournament. People in 20 different states assessed the country's reputation in terms of culture, politics, exports, its people and its attractiveness to tourists, immigrants and investments. Germany has been named the world's second most valued nation among 50 countries in 2010.[101] Another global opinion poll, for the BBC[image: External link], revealed that Germany is recognised for the most positive influence in the world in 2010. A majority of 59% have a positive view of the country, while 14% have a negative view.[102][103]

With an expenditure of €67 billion on international travel in 2008, Germans spent more money on travel than any other country. The most visited destinations were Spain, Italy and Austria.[104]
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Further information: Pan-Germanism[image: External link] and German question[image: External link]


Pan-Germanism's origins began in the early 19th century following the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link]. The wars launched a new movement that was born in France itself during the French Revolution. Nationalism during the 19th century threatened the old aristocratic regimes. Many ethnic groups of Central and Eastern Europe had been divided for centuries, ruled over by the old Monarchies of the Romanovs[image: External link] and the Habsburgs[image: External link]. Germans, for the most part, had been a loose and disunited people since the Reformation[image: External link] when the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link] was shattered into a patchwork of states. The new German nationalists, mostly young reformers such as Johann Tillmann of East Prussia[image: External link], sought to unite all the German-speaking and ethnic-German (Volksdeutsche) people.
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 1871–1918




Further information: Unification of Germany[image: External link]


By the 1860s the Kingdom of Prussia[image: External link] and the Austrian Empire[image: External link] were the two most powerful nations dominated by German-speaking elites. Both sought to expand their influence and territory. The Austrian Empire – like the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link] – was a multi-ethnic state, but German-speaking people there did not have an absolute numerical majority; the creation of the Austro-Hungarian Empire[image: External link] was one result of the growing nationalism of other ethnicities especially the Hungarians[image: External link]. Prussia under Otto von Bismarck[image: External link] would ride on the coat-tails of nationalism to unite all of modern-day Germany. The German Empire[image: External link] ("Second Reich") was created in 1871 following the proclamation of Wilhelm I[image: External link] as head of a union of German-speaking states, while disregarding millions of its non-German subjects who desired self-determination from German rule.

There was also a rejection of Roman Catholicism with the Away from Rome![image: External link] movement calling for German speakers to identify with Lutheran[image: External link] or Old Catholic[image: External link] churches.[105]
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 1918–1945




Further information: Weimar Republic[image: External link] and Third Reich[image: External link]


Following the defeat in World War I, influence of German-speaking elites over Central[image: External link] and Eastern Europe was greatly limited. At the treaty of Versailles[image: External link] Germany was substantially reduced in size. Austria-Hungary was split up. Rump-Austria, which to a certain extent corresponded to the German-speaking areas of Austria-Hungary (a complete split into language groups was impossible due to multi-lingual areas and language-exclaves) adopted the name "German-Austria" (German: Deutschösterreich). The name German-Austria was forbidden by the victorious powers of World War I. Volga Germans[image: External link] living in the Soviet Union[image: External link] were interned in gulags[image: External link] or forcibly relocated during the Second World War[image: External link].[106]

The Heim ins Reich[image: External link] initiative (German: literally Home into the Reich, meaning Back to Reich, see Reich[image: External link]) was a policy pursued by Nazi Germany[image: External link] which attempted to convince people of German descent living outside of Germany (such as Sudetenland[image: External link]) that they should strive to bring these regions "home" into a greater Germany.
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 1945–1990




Further information: German exodus from Central and Eastern Europe[image: External link] and Flight and expulsion of Germans (1944–1950)[image: External link]


World War II brought about the decline of Pan-Germanism[image: External link], much as World War I had led to the demise of Pan-Slavism[image: External link]. The Germans in Central and Eastern Europe were expelled, parts of Germany itself were devastated, and the country was divided, firstly into Russian, French, American, and British zones and then into West Germany[image: External link] and East Germany[image: External link].

Germany suffered even larger territorial losses than it did in the First World War, with huge portions of eastern Germany[image: External link] directly annexed by the Soviet Union and Poland[image: External link].[107] The scale of the Germans' defeat was unprecedented. Nationalism and Pan-Germanism became almost taboo because they had been used so destructively by the Nazis. Indeed, the word "Volksdeutscher" in reference to ethnic Germans naturalized during WWII later developed into a mild epithet.

From the 1960s, Germany also saw increasing immigration, especially from Turkey, under an official programme aimed at encouraging " Gastarbeiter[image: External link]" or guestworkers to the country to provide labour during the post-war economic boom years. Although it had been expected that such workers would return home, many settled in Germany, with their descendants becoming German citizens.[108]
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 1990–present




Further information: German reunification[image: External link]


However, German reunification[image: External link] in 1990 revived the old debates. The fear of nationalistic misuse of Pan-Germanism nevertheless remains strong. But the overwhelming majority of Germans today are not chauvinistic in nationalism, but in 2006 and again in 2010, the German National Football Team[image: External link] won third place in the 2006[image: External link] and 2010 FIFA World Cups[image: External link], ignited a positive scene of German pride, enhanced by success in sport.

For decades after the Second World War, any national symbol or expression was a taboo.[109] However, the Germans are becoming increasingly patriotic.[109][110][111] During a study in 2009, in which some 2,000 German citizens age 14 and upwards filled out a questionnaire, nearly 60% of those surveyed agreed with the sentiment "I'm proud to be German." And 78%, if free to choose their nation, would opt for German nationality with "near or absolute certainty".[112] Another study in 2009, carried out by the Identity Foundation in Düsseldorf, showed that 73% of the Germans were proud of their country, twice more than 8 years earlier. According to Eugen Buss, a sociology professor at the University of Hohenheim, there's an ongoing normalisation and more and more Germans are becoming openly proud of their country.[110][111]

In the midst of the European sovereign-debt crisis[image: External link], Radek Sikorski[image: External link], Poland's Foreign Minister, stated in November 2011, "I will probably be the first Polish foreign minister in history to say so, but here it is: I fear German power less than I am beginning to fear German inactivity. You have become Europe's indispensable nation."[113] According to Jacob Heilbrunn, a senior editor at The National Interest[image: External link], such a statement is unprecedented when taking into consideration Germany's history. "This was an extraordinary statement from a top official of a nation that was ravaged by Germany during World War II. And it reflects a profound shift taking place throughout Germany and Europe about Berlin's position at the center of the Continent."[113] Heilbrunn believes that the adage, "what was good for Germany was bad for the European Union" has been supplanted by a new mentality—what is in the interest of Germany is also in the interest of its neighbors. The evolution in Germany's national identity stems from focusing less on its Nazi[image: External link] past and more on its Prussian[image: External link] history, which many Germans believe was betrayed—and not represented—by Nazism[image: External link].[113] The evolution is further precipitated by Germany's conspicuous position as Europe's strongest economy. Indeed, this German sphere of influence has been welcomed by the countries that border it, as demonstrated by Polish foreign minister Radek Sikorski[image: External link]'s effusive praise for his country's western neighbor.[113] This shift in thinking is boosted by a newer generation of Germans who see World War II as a distant memory.
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 See also






	
Die Deutschen[image: External link] (ZDF's documentary television series)

	German eastward expansion[image: External link]

	Names for the German language[image: External link]

	Organised persecution of ethnic Germans[image: External link]

	List of Alsatians and Lorrainians[image: External link]

	List of Austrians[image: External link]

	List of ancient Germanic peoples[image: External link]

	List of Swiss people[image: External link]

	List of terms used for Germans[image: External link]

	Ethnic groups in Europe[image: External link]

	Genetic history of Europe[image: External link]

	Anti-German sentiment[image: External link]
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 Footnotes






	
^ Above all Lutheranism[image: External link], Calvinism[image: External link], and United Protestant[image: External link] (Lutheran & Reformed); further details: Evangelical Church in Germany[image: External link]


	
^ Divided refers to relatively strong regionalism among the Germans within the Federal Republic of Germany. The events of the 20th century also affected the nation. As a result, the German people remain divided in the 21st century, though the degree of division is one much diminished after two world wars, the Cold War, and the German reunification.


	
^ In these countries, the number of people claiming German ancestry exceeds 1,000,000 and a significant percentage of the population claim German ancestry. For sources: see table in German diaspora main article[image: External link].


	
^ Here is used the estimate of the United Nations (2,07 billion people in the world, 1930), and all the populations from the map combined. 2,07 billion is taken as 100%, and 93,379,200 is taken as x. 2,700,000,000 - 100%, 93,379,200 - x. x=93,379,200*100%/2,070,000,000=4,5110724637681=4,5%
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