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INTRODUCTION


Living in the city, I am very aware that outdoor space is at a premium. However, with succulents, cacti, and other indoor plants becoming increasingly popular, it is now easier than ever to bring some greenery inside your home. Cacti and succulents thrive in indoor settings, and can look beautiful displayed in unusual terrariums and alternative glass containers. Not only that, but they are super low maintenance, and can become a real focal point of the room!


Even if you live in the country, indoor plants can offer some much-needed contact with nature, something that is so important, not only in terms of esthetics, but also to promote a healthy emotional environment. Houseplants bring their natural form, color, and fragrance to the home, and can add the finishing touch to many interior schemes.


Historically, plants have been used indoors for centuries—indeed, medieval paintings depict Crusaders returning with plant specimens from many corners of the world. The Victorian period in the nineteenth century was a golden age of plant collecting, which went hand in hand with the Victorians’ passion for exploration and discovery. The Victorian plant hunters were seen as adventurers traveling to remote areas to bring back exotic plants from around the world. This era also saw a rise in popularity of terrariums and Wardian cases. The legacy of these Victorian plant explorers lives on in the plants that thrive in our modern natural landscape.


In this book, I will show you how to choose, grow, and decorate with houseplants, as well as guide you through the different techniques needed to care for your new “green guests.”
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There is nothing more pleasing than bringing greenery into your home. Not only are plants beautiful but many can clean household air and balance humidity.
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SUCCULENTS, CACTI, AND PERENNIALS


One of the many joys of growing and displaying houseplants is being able to create your own living landscape or miniature garden. Glass vessels are exceptional in allowing you to watch, as well as house, your new living worlds. In this chapter, I have used various glass objects to encase and display an array of succulents, cacti, and other miniature houseplants, showing them off to their full glory. From angular terrariums and large glass vases to copper lanterns and wine glasses, let your imagination run riot when thinking of ways to display plant-based creations.




ENCLOSED IN GLASS


The word succulent is a descriptive term given to those plants that store water in their leaves or stems. Cacti belong to a large family of plants that are all succulents. There are also other types of succulent besides cacti. So, as a rule, remember that all cacti are succulents, but not all succulents are cacti.


The word “cactus” is derived, through Latin, from the Ancient Greek (kaktos), a name that was originally used to describe a spiny plant whose identity is now uncertain.


Succulents are found in many countries all over the world and have been a feature of the horticultural field for hundreds of years. They have always held an attraction for gardeners because of their curious and exotic appearance.


During the 15th century, the famous Portuguese explorers Bartholomeu Dias (1451–1500) and Vasco da Gama (1460–1524) collected succulents such as Aloe, Haworthia, Stapelia, and many others from Africa. They also discovered Caralluma and Euphorbia (spurge) in India during exploratory trips to find new trade routes to that country.


The Dutch East India Company (which was established in 1602) was also responsible for collecting many succulent species for the Dutch government. Many of these succulents also found their way to the world-famous Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew, in London.
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DESERT HEARTH
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If you’re lucky enough to have an original fireplace, but don’t have time to light a regular fire, then this handsome selection of cacti is for you. Of course, you don’t need a fireplace to enjoy this display since an empty corner, or perhaps an unnoticed spot by the stairs, would work equally well. This display sits in a selection of beautiful copper lanterns. Rather helpfully, the cacti and succulents are all easy to care for and very low maintenance: they live well regardless of being in the shade and receiving just a little water—making them perfect plants for the novice or occasionally lazy gardener! (For further advice on caring for cacti and succulents, see page 125.)


The striking Echinocactus grusonii (golden barrel cactus) in the smaller black lantern is armed with stout, golden-yellow spines arranged carefully in rows on ribbed stems; it is quite the attention-seeker. You may find that it’s sometimes known as the golden ball or, rather cheekily, as mother-in-law’s cushion. I think it is one of the most distinctive of all cacti, and it is often used in architectural gardening due to its spherical shape.


Cacti can often be quite severe plants, but I find that Mammillaria crinita (rose pincushion cactus), seen in the larger dark lantern, is absolutely lovely. It’s another spherical cactus and covered in regularly arranged yellow and brown spines. There are numerous reddish-purple flowers, which form a dense ring at the top. Also featured in this display is an Aloe haworthioides sitting tightly in a clay pot. This perennial succulent has lush, glossy leaves and small, rosette-like flowers. I also used gravel and reindeer moss in the display, as well as vintage medicine bottles.
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NEAT ANGULARITY


I had this angular terrarium made for me as I was immediately drawn to a similar one I found online. Before I received it, I knew it would make a really unusual addition to the other terrariums in my collection. So many terrariums are tall and square, but this is something completely different. This quirky glasshouse, which is sat on its side, is visible from all angles and so is a great terrarium for a side table.


I knew that the lush, dark green moss, which is called ‘Cushion,’ would look really attractive from all viewing points, and planted the lovely, bright green leaves of oregano on top. I placed another of my finds from the doll house furniture shop—the miniature blue clock—at the edge of the entrance to the terrarium. This is what I love most about creating terrarium scenes: adding small pieces of detail and color in hidden corners.
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CLASSIC SIMPLICITY


Lush, green succulents, assorted pebbles, and a terrarium on its side: such a simple and classic look, but it works really well. This small terrarium would add interest to a corner or side table, perhaps on a shelf in your bathroom? (For further advice on caring for cacti and succulents, see page 125.)


I love the clean lines and architectural form of this terrarium. The display inside emulates the beauty of a lotus leaf floating in a sea of pebbles and stone. The vivid greens of the succulents are striking and draw your attention to how truly glorious these plants are.
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TALL & ELEGANT


This display is a wonderful example of how different textures and colors can work exceptionally well together. The delicate glass of the tall vase is offset beautifully by the weathered terracotta pot. You wouldn’t automatically expect it, but the vase and pot work very well next to each other. This wineglass terrarium is another example of how thinking imaginatively can be so successful when you are designing a terrarium display. Terrariums need not be vintage cases or steel-framed boxes—a dramatically shaped glass vase such as this will provide a beautiful home for your plants.


The bright yellow flowers of Craspedia globosa (bachelor’s buttons) are akin to champagne bubbles floating to the top of a glass. They are bright and glossy, and just a few here and there create a wonderful picture; too many of them would be overkill.


Alongside the bachelor’s buttons, I used a mossy green Selaginella apoda and a purple-flowered Passiflora (passionflower) to provide a lush green backdrop for the yellow bachelor’s buttons and brown bark. You will need to keep the passionflower trimmed back as it grows so that it doesn’t swamp the container.


In the antique terracotta pot, I planted peach-colored Tom Thumb (a hybrid of Kalanchoe blossfeldiana), which is a lovely, brightly colored plant that matches the weather-worn orange clay pot.


Previous pages: these three differently shaped wine glasses are perfect for bringing added detail to the main wine-glass display. Here, I used small pieces of different succulents, as well as some bun moss, to create a little world of interest. You can place a few pebbles in the base of the wine glasses to provide extra drainage, but, as long as you remember that these plants don’t require lots of water, they should be fine. I have not included any potting mix here, but the succulents should last as long as the moss is kept moist.
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