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INTRODUCTION





Thousands of years ago, three men looked into the night sky and saw a bright light moving above them. These men, steeped in the learning of the day, understood astronomy and astrology as compatible sciences, and were not easily fooled or subject to delusion or wishful thinking. Much as the object they were viewing looked like a star, they knew that it couldn’t be, because it was clearly moving—and in a specific direction.


Today, you can look up at the sky, see a moving object, and wonder whether it could be a satellite, an aircraft, a weather balloon, or some other terrestrial object. No such inventions had been made then. Meteorites, seen as shooting stars, would flash across the sky and disappear, but they wouldn’t follow a deliberate flight path. Comets, suns, and planets were too far distant for their movements to pinpoint a particular location on Earth—especially for men using the naked eye, and who were probably riding on camels, to find what they were looking for.


According to an ancient account, which was first passed down orally and later recorded in writing, these men followed the light until it stopped over a building. The account indicates that they were on a quest and that this sighting had a profound and uplifting effect upon them. Sure enough, in the very building over which the light had stopped, they found exactly what they had been seeking.


They were, of course, the three wise men, the moving object was the Star of Bethlehem, and the focus of their search was Jesus Christ. To quote from the book of Matthew, chapter 2, verses 9–11:


9 When they had heard the King, they departed: and lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.


10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.


11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.





Philo, a Jewish Platonist who commentated on the Hebrew scriptures and was a contemporary of Jesus’s, wrote that among the Persians there was an Order of the Magi who “silently made research into the fruits of nature to gain knowledge of the truth.” He said that through visions clearer than speech they gave and received revelations of divine excellency. This suggests that they were mystics who cultivated their own inner realizations as a path to wisdom. It is generally believed that the wise men of the story were Persian priests, possibly Zoroastrians, and it may be significant that the Zoroastrians, like the Jews, believed in a messiah who would descend from heaven. Some scholars believe there may have been considerably more than three, and that the only reason they went down in history as three wise men was because the gifts they brought were three in number, namely gold, frankincense, and myrrh.


Many attempts have been made to identify the Star of Bethlehem as an astronomical object. Explanations by astronomers and other scientists range from its being Jupiter to a comet to a supernova, but none of these could explain how this moving object “stood over where the young child was.” Even if there was an unusual alignment of planets or some other exceptional astronomical event around the time of Jesus’s birth, it would not explain the event related in St Matthew’s gospel.


Two thousand years later, on July 23 1958, on a hill overlooking the ocean, a lone Englishman was seated in a yogic posture, praying for peace in the world. Dimly, out of the corner of his eye, he saw a bright blue sphere skipping across the night sky. It stopped dead in its tracks over the sea before him and hovered. He continued to pray.


After a few minutes, he became aware of the same being that the wise men had seen so long ago, standing just a few yards away from him, but this time not in swaddling clothes. He stood tall, radiant, and dressed from the shoulders to the ground in a robe that seemed to glow with a bluish-white incandescence. The Master Jesus had come to Holdstone Down, near Combe Martin in Devon, England, to charge it with spiritual power through the channel he had chosen for this task, the yoga master Dr George King. It was to become one of the holy mountains of the world. When the operation was complete, Dr King described the departure of this godlike being:


He fixed me with a penetrating but kindly gaze for a moment, then a wide beam of green light sprang out of a faintly luminous shape hovering above the ground, about thirty yards away. The Master Jesus moved a few steps to one side, into this beam—and was gone …


High up in the heavens I saw two bluish spheres of light, like two bright, unblinking stars. They were joined by a third which came upwards to meet them. Then these three spacecraft travelled quickly across the skies to disappear over the western horizon. I knew that He had returned to the cosmos and my mission was completed.





Fifty years later, on July 26 2008, more than 130 pilgrims to Holdstone Down commemorated this extraordinary event by sending prayers of thankfulness to great extraterrestrial beings. Within hours, one of the biggest spates of UFO sightings occurred in various parts of the British Isles, as reported in the national press for several days. The Sun reported that a “record number of UFO sightings up and down the country on Saturday night has baffled experts. Mysterious objects spotted included bright orange balls shooting through the sky and strange flickering lights.” The North Devon Gazette of Wednesday, July 30 devoted its front page to a sighting that took place ten miles away in South Molton, just a few hours after the pilgrimage. A family sitting in their garden at around 10 p.m. saw an object coming toward them. As they watched, it slowed down, moved above their house, and then shot up at a 40-degree angle at great speed, until it disappeared among the stars. Not much farther away, in Barnstaple, two objects were reported, and sightings occurred in many other parts of the UK that night, including Bedfordshire, Manchester, Leicester, Wakefield, Goring, and Basingstoke.


I was privileged to lead this pilgrimage of members and friends of The Aetherius Society, and appeared on several radio stations discussing the link between UFOs and spirituality. This link, I believe, is the key to the most important phenomenon of our time. As the Society’s executive secretary for Europe for over thirty years, I have witnessed the spiritual impact of our cosmic visitors on many occasions, and can vouch for its authenticity from personal experience. The Aetherius Society is a worldwide spiritual organization founded by Dr King in 1955 to spread the truth about extraterrestrial beings and their message to our world. More important even than the message is the fact that the Society cooperates directly with these intelligences in a variety of ways for the betterment of humanity as a whole. Although this may sound very strange to some readers, I hope that by the time you have read this book you will detect the ring of truth behind these words.


One of the strange psychological quirks of human beings is that we seem to find it very difficult to believe in extraordinary events that happen in our own lifetimes. It is perfectly acceptable for those of religious faith to believe in the parting of the Red Sea at the time of Moses, the divine powers and manifestations connected with Sri Krishna in a bygone age, or the virgin birth and resurrection of Jesus Christ two thousand years ago, but the occurrence of spiritual events of such magnitude in these days is altogether a different matter.


The passage of time, and the many generations who have held firmly to a belief in these events, makes them much easier to accept. To think that such things are happening now is somehow more disturbing, even threatening to some, and yet, logically, there is no reason why great spiritual happenings should be restricted to the past. On the contrary, the unprecedented challenges that face our world today suggest that never has divine intervention been more necessary. In my view, extraterrestrial spacecraft and the message they bring are more needed now than they have ever been.


Just as people find it easier to accept great happenings from the distant past than they do from the present, so they can often deal more easily with the truth of paranormal events through the medium of fiction than when it is presented as a documented fact. Fiction, although it may contain many elements of truth, always provides us with an “out” because we know that it is made up. Contemporary factual incidents impinge on our reality, our grasp of the truth. When they are not softened through the medium of fiction, there is no middle ground. We have to either accept or reject them.


If ever we needed the help of the gods, the Cosmic Masters, call them what you will, it is surely now. After all, we are facing dire warnings on the ecological front; we have the capacity to destroy ourselves for the first time in this civilization; mass overpopulation is a problem; as many conflicts as ever are raging, with far more deadly weapons to carry them out; and we are up against a new kind of terrorism, not to mention poverty on a gigantic scale. Why should we be scouring old records for evidence of miraculous happenings, of intervention from above, or escaping into the world of fiction to grapple with extraordinary events, when by any reckoning they should be happening now?


And why is it that those who are religious, for the most part, follow their parents’ creed? There is no reason to suppose that, because you are born into a particular faith, it is the truest and most effective path for you to follow to God. You would not necessarily take up the profession of your father or mother, so why take up their religion? Is it that people can’t be bothered to investigate any other beliefs? Would it be too inconvenient if they found them to be true? Or is it out of fear?


Is this inability to deal with what’s going on now also the reason for the gigantic cover-up of what governments consider to be unpalatable truths about UFOs? And yet, despite the numerous attempts to debunk them over the years by governments, the media, and skeptical organizations, UFOs keep on being seen by people from all walks of life, all over the world. Every now and then, someone thinks they have disproved them. Some go further and declare the phenomenon dead. Then, sure enough, a whole new spate of sightings occurs to resuscitate it. A so-called expert tries to explain why UFOs don’t exist, but all too often people have less faith in the explanation than they do in the phenomenon itself.


In the meantime, governments have poured money into space programs—money that could have been used to save thousands of lives much closer to home here on Earth. Advanced telescopes are focused far into unknown regions of the galaxy in the hopes of finding planets that can sustain life, but should we find them, no one has any firm idea how to make contact with their inhabitants. The technology to visit these planets does not exist, despite current attempts to develop it—and none of this highly costly research relates convincingly to life that, to coin the “Star Trek” phrase, is “not as we know it.”


Then there are the scaremongers, some of whom have been employed by governments, who deliberately propagate fear. What if they invade? How will we defend ourselves against them? There is a simple answer to that: we won’t. Not just because we couldn’t possibly do so, but also thankfully because we won’t need to since, fortunately for us, they are not hostile. If they were, we would certainly know about it by now. Among the more sinister ideas that are put about from time to time to sow seeds of fear and hostility is the notion that they come to mutilate our cattle. According to this theory, technologically advanced beings use their vehicles to travel millions of miles to another world, using a science so sophisticated as to be beyond our comprehension, because they have a sadistic interest in alien livestock. This type of theory doesn’t deserve a response, except to say that UFOs are here for far more elevated purposes than this, as I will try to demonstrate in this book.


Abduction is another controversial subject. Of course, we should all keep an open mind, and anyone who has investigated this phenomenon must conclude that something paranormal is going on in certain abduction cases. However, alien beings who have the ability to travel through space at fantastic velocities while nurturing an unhealthy desire to perform strange operations on individuals from another race, would not need to abduct people from their beds and take them to their craft to insert strange implants into them, as some claim. If that was the case, they could easily take over all the hospitals of the world, performing surgery to their heart’s content and inserting implants like there was no tomorrow.


Again, I have to reject this theory for a far nobler concept of our alien visitors. Some abduction cases should be taken seriously, though, and not put down to an overactive imagination. Fascinating encounters with alien beings who are far from hostile have been reported, for example, and some people may be subject to psychic interference, which they mistakenly identify as otherworldly. As Shakespeare’s Hamlet put it, “There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in your philosophy.” Whereas in Shakespearean England a paranormal phenomenon might be seen as witchcraft or a ghostly body, today it is very often identified with aliens when it might have absolutely nothing to do with them whatsoever. The only conclusion an open-minded researcher can come to, in my view, is that there is a plan behind the UFO phenomenon—a grandiose, cosmic plan that is, at the same time, extremely subtle and certainly benign. If it wasn’t, you wouldn’t be reading this book and I wouldn’t have been able to write it. It would all have been over a long, long time ago.


This book is not intended to be a compilation of UFO sightings throughout the ages from different geographical regions and cultures. You can easily find that on the internet or in any number of publications. Once it is established that they have been sighted throughout history— from cave drawings, ancient religious texts, indigenous tribal accounts, and Egyptian hieroglyphs to medieval European monastic records, the modern media, and much more in between—just repeating accounts of UFO sightings can become almost tedious. I was quoted once in London’s Time Out as saying that, after a while, UFO-spotting can become a cosmic form of train-spotting. That was not meant to be disrespectful to our cosmic visitors. The point I was trying to make was that just banging on about UFO sightings can miss the point—namely, why they are here.


Another thing this book is not is a definitive account of government cover-ups and conspiracy theories about the concealment of UFO information by official bodies. The facts about UFO sightings through the ages, and modern-day attempts by governments to hide them, are both vital aspects of this subject and will be referred to extensively, but only if they help to answer the important questions about UFOs.


So, while this book will not be a new, exhaustive catalog of UFO data, it will deal with the all-important issue of their plan for our world. What kind of beings are these? Will they ever land openly among us for all to see, and if so, when? In seeking to answer these questions, I have drawn on some of the most significant UFO encounters I have come across in over thirty-five years of experience in this field. Some of them I have been connected with personally, and am responsible for bringing to public attention. However, they are included not so much for their own sake, or just because they are outstanding examples of UFO activity, but for what they tell us about those who control and man these spacecraft, and about their message for our world.


Also included is a look at the only regular series of contacts with these beings in modern times that I know for sure to be true. That is not to say they are the only genuine contacts, but no others have been proved to me personally. They are the experiences of someone I was privileged to work with for over twenty years, and see at very close quarters for much of that period, Dr George King. As a result of this, I am in a position to know that he was everything he claimed to be, and invite you to form your own conclusions.


From his earliest contacts in the 1950s, Dr King channeled what I believe to be some of the greatest teaching and most profound revelations our world has ever received, some of which are included in the final chapter of this book. I am particularly grateful to the international directors of The Aetherius Society for giving me permission to release material received from cosmic sources by Dr King, some of which has never been available in published form before. As someone who reveres the ancient wisdom—particularly from the yoga tradition—with a passion, for me the cosmic wisdom delivered through Dr King surpasses even this, and that really is saying something.


Aside from teaching, some of the early communications focused on specific, contentious issues of the time. One of these, naturally, was the worldwide cover-up of information about UFOs, which has since been well and truly exposed for the lying machine that it was, as is detailed in Chapter 3. Another was the insane march toward nuclear proliferation exacerbated by a cold war, and a third was how to prevent a third world war, which would wreak such global destruction that the Earth would take generations to recover from it. Even more significant was the program of spiritual intervention they instigated through advanced technological manipulations using extraterrestrial spacecraft and vast life-saving energies directed to our planet and its inhabitants. I will outline how some of these were accomplished, and how they are continuing to be performed to this very day.


Subjective, as well as objective, experience is of vital importance as a means of determining the truth. Some people will accept objective evidence only, and they will find that here, but in the final analysis, we often accept what we know at an intuitive level just as much, if not more, than something that has been demonstrated to us through rational deduction and intellectual argument. The big decisions we take in our personal lives are a result of our innermost feelings— we don’t choose our life partner because we have been convinced to do so in a debating forum but because we know that we love them.


Reason and intuition are both valid, but intuition, if we are able to recognize it, will never let us down. Reason, on the other hand, is limited by the facts it has at its disposal. For example, based on the facts available to him, Aristotle, surely one of the fathers of logical deduction, had very little understanding of the true nature of the universe. On the other hand, at the same time, the prevalent belief in the East, based primarily on mystical and spiritual traditions, was that the universe was populated by beings inhabiting heavenly spheres, which are referred to in Buddhist writings as “lokas.” Of the two, the eastern belief, which resulted from the meditations and deep intuitive realizations of enlightened teachers, was much nearer to the mark than the logical deductions of most of the ancient Greek thinkers. Aristarchus of Samos was a notable exception —he championed the heliocentric thesis—but he was a maverick in the climate of those days. The current belief in a multidimensional universe of populated planets is not a million miles from the ancient eastern idea of lokas inhabited by celestial beings, as I will explore.


Even the medieval Christian idea that the planets were inhabited by angels, based on religious theories that some would regard as nothing more than superstition, is surely closer to the truth than orthodox scientific opinion of the late twentieth century that tended toward the view that there is little or no extraterrestrial life whatsoever. I believe that spirituality and science are both routes to the truth. This admittedly conflicts with the ideas of some diehard atheistic scientists today who declare the notion of God to be a delusion and yet betray their own cherished methodologies in doing so. It doesn’t get much less scientific than to say unequivocally that God doesn’t exist—something they will never be able to prove. Some of the greatest scientists in history held strong religious or spiritual beliefs—Darwin and Einstein to name just two. Others have found their belief in spiritual principles enhanced through their scientific studies—Sir Oliver Lodge and Erwin Schrœdinger are examples of this.


One of the greatest scientists who ever lived stands out as a champion of the amalgamation of science and spirituality, as well as logic and intuition—the seventeenth-century genius Sir Isaac Newton. Many people don’t realize that he spent far more time researching the mystical practice of alchemy than he did any other branch of science. Some would, in my view wrongly, dismiss alchemy as so much twaddle, but it may have been his abiding interest in the mystical, as well as the physical, that enabled him to develop extraordinary perception. Insights can come to all of us under the strangest of conditions. For Newton, it was looking out of the window of Woolsthorpe Manor, his home near the English market town of Grantham, and observing an apple as it fell from a tree in the garden. Who could have guessed that, through this one seemingly haphazard event, science was about to be changed forever? How does such an apparently small epiphany as this lead to such a gigantic consequence as the discovery of gravity?


Two thousand years before Newton’s apple, Archimedes discovered the principle of displacement while having a bath. He had visited the public baths countless times before, but on this occasion, at the right moment under the right conditions, the answer he was seeking came in a flash. The story goes that he ran out of the baths and down the streets of Syracuse, shouting “Eureka,” the ancient Greek for “I have discovered it!”


We don’t all have “eureka moments,” but most of us have at least one event in our past that changed our life forever. It happened to me in Hull, in the northeast of England, where I was at university studying drama and music in the early seventies. Like most students, we had very little money and I shared a modest house with my lifelong friend, John Holder. We shared something more important as well—a deep interest in spirituality in general and The Aetherius Society in particular. UFOs were at the forefront of our interest. We believed, and still do, that they have been with us for thousands of years and that they have made specialized contacts through the ages.


John and I were keen squash players. We played it with such vehement enthusiasm that gym shoes all too often needed to be replaced. One day, I had a simple choice to make—continue to investigate the cosmic plan for our world by purchasing some more Aetherius Society teachings, or play squash in worn-out gym shoes. I chose the former. I must admit that deciding not to buy a decent pair of gym shoes does not rank among the great sacrifices of history, but it was still a choice that had to be made, and it was important to me at the time.


A few days later, hundreds of people in Hull witnessed a cigar-shaped UFO moving very slowly across the early evening sky. John and I, hearing this on the news, jumped into our battered old car and drove to the area where the UFO was reported as being seen. Sure enough, there it was, in the sky above us—a large, oblong, bright white shape. We parked the car and ran across a field to get a better view. The field was damp, from earlier rain or dew. We stood near a large oak tree in the field, watching what we were sure was a UFO. Gradually, it became obscured from our vision by the tree. I looked down, and there, beneath the tree, was a brand new pair of gym shoes, my size. I picked them up, by which time the UFO was visible again, and we watched it until it disappeared from view. Of course, I don’t believe that the UFO had left the shoes there for me to find, but I do believe in synchronicity and the careful interpretation of signs. I saw it as a sign about the overriding importance of the extraterrestrial message, and if you put that first, other things you need will come to you. Since then, I have found that to be true.


This is as much a book for the spiritual seeker as it is for the UFO enthusiast. For me, there is no dichotomy between these two. Spirituality needs a cosmic dimension, and the science of the cosmos needs a spiritual dimension, as is becoming increasingly apparent. Many UFO books go out of their way to reject the spiritual approach, and few spiritual books attempt to address the significance of UFOs. So, I hope that this book will fill the void between these two and, in doing so, enhance them both.


UFO stands for “unidentified flying object” and not all UFOs are extraterrestrial spacecraft. Some can be easily identified as man-made or natural phenomena, but I have no doubt, and according to polls increasing numbers of people agree, that some are indeed vehicles from other worlds—and it takes just one sighting of an extraterrestrial spacecraft to prove that there is intelligent life elsewhere in the universe. In many ways, UFO is an unfortunate term for this phenomenon, which burst upon the scene as a source of public fascination over sixty years ago. At that time, another name was more widely used. Down-to-earth, ordinary, even banal, it caught the public imagination then and still does today. The term is flying saucer.







CHAPTER 1





The arrival of flying saucers





You can resist an invading army; you cannot resist an idea whose time has come.


Victor Hugo





On June 24 1947, Kenneth Arnold, an experienced pilot, was flying a small private plane from Chehalis to Yakima in Washington State on a business trip, a journey that was of apparently little significance. He decided to make a detour en route to search for a large marine transport aircraft that had supposedly crashed near the southwest side of Mount Rainier, the most prominent peak in the Cascade Range. Failing to discover the wreckage, he made a 360-degree turn above the city of Mineral and started again toward Mount Rainier, climbing to over 9,000 feet, heading in the direction of Yakima. He enjoyed the pleasure of flying at high altitude in the smooth air, observing both sky and terrain.


He had not flown on this course for more than two or three minutes when a bright flash reflected on his airplane, startling him into thinking he may have come too close to another aircraft. But although he looked all around the sky to see where this reflection had come from, he saw nothing until he observed in the distance nine peculiar-looking craft flying from north to south, at a height of approximately 9,500 feet, in the direction of Mount Rainier. He assumed they must be jet planes, but was not able at first to make out their shape or formation. Then, as they approached the mountain, he saw their outline clearly against the snow, flying in a long line. At just one minute to 3 p.m., it was still a clear day with good visibility.


He was surprised how close these aircraft were flying to the mountaintops in the “hogback” of the mountain range. They seemed to hold a definite flight pattern while swerving between the high peaks. What bothered him as he watched their impressive display was that he could not see the aircrafts’ tails, which he expected to see. He estimated that his distance from them was about twenty to twenty-five miles, and he thought that they must be quite large because he could see them so clearly. He judged their span to be as wide as the farthest engines on each side of the fuselage of a DC-4, and was upset with himself at not being able to identify exactly what type of aircraft these were.


While recounting the incident, he gave his now famous description of these UFOs as being “saucer-like.” He said that the chain of nine craft was at least five miles long, and the whole sighting lasted between two and a half and three minutes. When the Sun reflected from the craft, he said, they appeared to be completely round “saucer-like disks.” Although he was met with disbelief by the press, Arnold was as credible a witness as you could get. A well-educated businessman with a successful company, Great Western Fire Controls Supply, which dealt in fire suppression systems, he had more than nine thousand flying hours behind him, and had devoted considerable time to search and rescue. He was an athletic man who was, at one time, put forward to try for the US diving team. Later, he was to run, albeit unsuccessfully, for Lieutenant Governor of Idaho. This was not a “nutter.”


What started out as an unremarkable business trip turned into one of the most well-known aerial journeys ever taken. Although Arnold never used the term “flying saucer”—he was using the example of the saucer-shaped disks that some people enjoy skimming across water to illustrate the flight patterns of these objects—he will go down in history as the man who coined what is now a household name for UFOs. For better or for worse, it has stuck.


To understand the significance of this event, you have to try to adopt the mindset that existed in those days. A Gallup poll commissioned in August 1947 asked the question “What do you think these saucers are?” and got the following results:


No answer/don’t know: 33 percent


Imagination, optical illusions, mirages: 29 percent


Hoax: 10 percent


US secret weapon, part of atomic bomb: 15 percent


Weather forecasting devices: 3 percent


Russian secret weapon: 1 percent


Searchlights on airplanes: 2 percent


Other: 9 percent


Total (some chose more than one): 102 percent





It is amazing to think now that just 9 percent in this poll believed there could be an explanation that might include the existence of extraterrestrial craft. The possibility was clearly not considered credible enough even to specify in the poll. Just forty years later, in March 1987, Gallup commissioned another poll in which it was shown that just a third of the American public denied the existence of UFOs and extraterrestrial life—50 percent of those polled expressed the belief that there are “people somewhat like ourselves living on other planets in the universe” while 34 percent were skeptical of this assertion. The poll showed that 49 percent thought that UFOs were real with only 30 percent being doubtful.


Subsequent polls confirm the same trend. One conducted for Newsweek in 1996 showed that 48 percent believed in UFOs and 29 percent believed that we have made contact with alien beings. A Gallup poll conducted the following year told the same story with again 48 percent of Americans believing that UFOs are real. In the same year, a poll conducted for CNN/Time magazine came up with the unexpected finding that 64 percent of Americans believed that aliens have contacted humans on this Earth. Probably the most startling poll in the 1990s was conducted for a television program, shown on ITV in Britain, entitled “Strange but True”—92 percent of those viewers who voted believed that aliens are visiting this Earth. In 2002, a similar survey for Sky News in the UK showed that 65 percent of voting viewers believed in UFOs. A YouGov poll for the Sun newspaper in 2008 showed that 9 percent of those polled had seen a UFO and a further 43 percent believed that they existed compared with 36 percent who believed that they did not.


Many other surveys could be cited. Overall, they show an increasing tendency for people to believe in UFOs, life on other planets, and contact by aliens with people on Earth throughout history, confounding the idea that these are strange, eccentric views held by a tiny minority. It is not really surprising that there has been a sea-change in opinion about inhabited planets throughout the universe when you consider the scientific breakthroughs that have been made in recent decades. One researcher at Edinburgh University, Duncan Forgan, for example, concluded in 2009 that there could be tens of thousands of intelligent civilizations in our galaxy, and he was referring to life as we know it, very similar to our own. Forgan, whose work was reported in the International Journal of Astrobiology, simulated a galaxy much like our own, allowing it to develop solar systems based on what is known about our galaxy. These simulated alien worlds were subject to three different scenarios, each with different parameters for evolution. The most negative of these indicated that 361 civilizations existed in the galaxy, the second concluded that there were 31,513, and the final model produced a figure of 37,964.


Another scientific development in 2009, from a different field of research, also suggested an increasing likelihood of life as we know it occurring elsewhere in the universe. An analysis, by NASA scientists, of tiny particles captured by the Stardust comet-chasing probe revealed traces of an amino acid called glycine. This is a basic component of proteins that life as we know it requires, and this was the first time it had been discovered in space. The scientists deduced from this that life may have been carried to Earth by comets colliding with the planet. This means that other planets are likely to have been seeded with amino acids in the same way, suggesting that life may have evolved there, too. Carl Pilcher, director of the NASA Astrobiology Institute, was quoted as saying that the discovery of glycine in a comet supports the idea that the fundamental building blocks of life are prevalent in space, and strengthens the argument that life in the universe may be common rather than rare.


These are just two recent scientific developments that support the concept of extraterrestrial existence. The situation was very different in 1947 when Kenneth Arnold had his extraordinary and pivotal flying saucer experience. It was just not the done thing then to believe in something so bizarre, unconventional, and challenging to established thinking as life on other planets, or beings who could bring their spacecraft in close proximity to Earth.


The world had just emerged from the tragic and horrific conflict of World War Two, with shocking revelations of unprecedented cruelty in the infamous Nazi and Japanese concentration camps. What people craved then was stability, prosperity, and, above all, peace. Faced with the prospect of a cold war and the emergence of nuclear warfare as a very real likelihood, people in the capitalist West wanted ordinariness and conventionality.


It seems strange now to think of a time when it was taken as read that a man would wear a jacket and tie to walk down the road to mail a letter, and when a woman wearing trousers would be seen as an affront to decency. It was also a time when most people in America and Europe would describe themselves as practicing Christians, and governments were held in high esteem. Politicians were seen as worthy men and, very occasionally, women, and none more so than the man who had maintained the morale of the world through exceptionally dangerous days, Winston Churchill.


Churchill was also the man who had presided over the first inquiry into what we would now call a UFO, when he was First Lord of the Admiralty in 1912. This concerned an object seen over Sheerness in Kent, England, which at the time was suspected of being a German Zeppelin, although subsequent inquiries ruled out that possibility. Many years later, on July 28 1952, Prime Minister Churchill asked his Air Minister, “What does all this stuff about flying saucers amount to? What can it mean? What is the truth?” If this memo tells us one thing, it is surely that even the man who should have been more in the know than anyone else in the land was uncertain about this phenomenon. Far from ruling it out, he was seeking answers.


Churchill’s memo was prompted by a significant sighting of UFOs above Washington DC in the summer of 1952, during which the flying objects showed up on radar and outpaced the most advanced jet fighters of the time. The implications of this event not only impacted on the administration of the then President of the USA, Harry S. Truman, but also reached the British government. The memo was addressed to the Lord De L’Isle and Dudley, who was Secretary of State for Air. The reply Churchill received, couched in the prosaic phraseology so typical of bureaucratic correspondence, was breathtaking in its blatant skepticism. The minute from the Secretary of State gave a bland assurance to the Prime Minister that flying saucers presented no cause for concern, that all incidents could be accounted for by mistaken identity, delusions, and hoaxes, and that the Americans had reached the same conclusions.


To describe this response to the Prime Minister’s request for the truth about such a vitally important subject as woefully inadequate would be to flatter it. It was signed off by Churchill’s official Scientific Adviser, Lord Cherwell, with the unconvincing assertion that he agreed entirely with the Secretary of State’s conclusions. If the Prime Minister was being fobbed off by half truths, what chance did the public have? A previous Chief Scientific Adviser, Sir Henry Tizard, had set up a small working party to investigate the flying saucer phenomenon and, according to minutes, had felt that “reports of flying saucers ought not to be dismissed without some investigation.” The findings of this working party are now regarded by some researchers as incomplete to say the least, and yet it was based on the results of these findings that Churchill had received his dismissive response.


Incidentally, this working party had been dissolved the previous year and it’s possible that personal politics may have had some influence in the matter. Lord Cherwell was a long time rival of Sir Henry Tizard, who had been the great enthusiast in the Ministry of Defence for seriously investigating the flying saucer phenomenon. If it really does come down to petty point-scoring between two men in a government office, can we wonder at the fact that the controllers of flying saucers have not yet decided to engage openly in discussions with political leaders from this planet?


Political machinations aside, cultural conditioning at the time flew in the face of flying saucers. The existence of alien beings visiting our world in advanced spacecraft, demonstrating a technology light years ahead of our own, just did not fit with the desires and inclinations of people who wanted security through the familiar certainties of life. Debunking and ridicule of a challenging discovery chimed in well with the aspirations of many in that period, but not of all. It was also a time of unprecedented cultural change in the music and fashion of the young, and a period when opportunity was starting to be extended to the less privileged in society.


Some say that the art of a conman is based on the fact that the victim of his con is complicit in the exercise. The theory goes that the person being conned wishes at some level to be so deceived, chooses to be gullible, accepts the process, knowing somewhere in the deep recesses of his or her mind that it is taking place. If this is true, then arguably the media and official spokesmen were providing what much of the public wanted—a convenient way to dismiss a truth that was staring them in the eyes. To the serious, open-minded investigator, there could be no doubt that the flying saucer had arrived. The explanations and what we now know to be lies put out by officialdom may have been music to the ears of those who did not want to believe in the possible existence of extraterrestrial visitors.


Even during World War Two, there were incidents too explicit to ignore. Strange balls of light and small, metallic objects were sighted by allied and British pilots flying missions over wartime Europe. The US Air Force called these objects “Foo Fighters.” The word “Foo” was taken from “Smokey Stover,” a cartoon strip by Bill Holman, which was much loved by radar operator Donald J. Meiers, who first coined the term. US night-fighter pilots based in France revealed how strange balls of fire had been following their planes over Germany. These mysterious objects appeared to follow them at high speeds for miles, and were often seen to zoom upward into the sky. Some pilots described them as being like Christmas tree lights. In a classic piece of debunking, some scientists tried to explain away these sightings as the after-images of dazzle caused by flak bursts. What an insult to the highly trained pilots who had observed them and made factual reports of what they had seen!


The next big event to trigger a seismic change in attitudes to our extraterrestrial visitors, and a subject of fascination to this day, was an extraordinary occurrence at Roswell. Just a matter of days after Kenneth Arnold’s historic flight over Mount Rainier, stories started to emerge of a crashed UFO on a ranch approximately 75 miles northwest of Roswell in New Mexico. The event was reported to the authorities by the rancher, William “Mack” Brazel, on July 6. On July 8, the Roswell Army Air Field (RAAF) formally announced in a press release that it had recovered a “flying disk.” On the same day, the local newspaper, Roswell Daily Record, reported on its front page that the Roswell Army Air Field had come into possession of a flying saucer. No details of its construction or appearance, the paper reported, had yet been revealed. It did describe, though, the sighting by two local residents, Mr and Mrs Dan Wilmot, of what appeared to be an oval-shaped object, like two inverted saucers facing each other, traveling at between four and five hundred miles per hour approximately 1,500 feet above them. They said it glowed as though lights were shining from the inside. Wilmot, who is described in the article as one of the most respected and reliable citizens in town, estimated, according to the newspaper, that it was fifteen to twenty feet in diameter. The following day, the same newspaper reported that the “flying disk” was in fact a weather balloon or some other weather device.
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