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In "Pioneers and Founders or, Recent Workers in the Mission Field," Charlotte M. Yonge offers a compelling narrative that intricately weaves together biographical sketches and anecdotal accounts of missionaries who significantly impacted the Christian mission effort in the 19th century. Yonge'Äôs literary style is characterized by her earnest prose and attention to detail, reflecting both her deep reverence for her subjects and a desire to inspire her readers. The book situates itself within the broader context of Victorian humanitarianism and the missionary zeal of the era, portraying figures from various backgrounds whose lives were dedicated to the service of faith and social justice. Charlotte M. Yonge was an influential Victorian novelist and a lifelong advocate for women'Äôs education and social reform. Her extensive experience in writing for and about the culture of her time led her to undertake this project, aiming to spotlight the often-overlooked contributions of women in the missionary field. Yonge's personal engagement with various social causes further fueled her interest in documenting these inspiring stories, as she believed in the transformative power of individual commitment to a collective cause. This book is a must-read for anyone interested in missionary history, social justice, or the role of women in the church. Yonge'Äôs meticulous research and heartfelt storytelling illuminate the courage and pioneering spirit of these remarkable individuals, offering readers both inspiration and a profound understanding of the Christian mission landscape in the Victorian era.
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In "My First Mission," George Q. Cannon offers a compelling narrative that intertwines personal epiphany with urgent spiritual exploration. Set against the backdrop of 19th-century missionary endeavors, Cannon'Äôs prose is imbued with vivid imagery and rich, descriptive language that captures the complexities of faith, culture, and the human experience. The book serves as both a memoir and a spiritual manifesto, providing insights into the challenges faced by early missionaries and the importance of perseverance and commitment in the pursuit of one's beliefs. George Q. Cannon, a prominent figure in the early Latter-day Saint movement, penned this work from his own experiences as a missionary. Born in 1827, he emigrated to the United States from England before committing to serve a mission in the Pacific Islands. His intimate familiarity with the trials and triumphs of missionary life is evident as he reflects on faith's transformative power, revealing a depth of character shaped by both personal struggles and triumphs alongside the rich tapestry of his cultural encounters. This book is recommended for readers interested in religious missions, 19th-century history, or personal transformation through faith. Cannon'Äôs sincere reflections and vivid narrative style make "My First Mission" a profound exploration of the intersection of belief and human experience, appealing to both scholars and lay readers alike.
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In "Lectures on the Tinnevelly Missions," Robert Caldwell presents a compelling examination of the missionary efforts in the Tinnevelly region of India during the 19th century. This work is not merely a collection of lectures; it is a rich narrative steeped in Caldwell's unique ethnographic insights and theological reflections. His literary style oscillates between vivid descriptive passages and scholarly discourse, providing a comprehensive overview of the cultural, social, and religious landscapes of Tinnevelly. Caldwell'Äôs arguments are deeply contextualized within the broader frameworks of contemporary missionary literature, contributing to discussions on colonialism, conversion, and cultural exchange. Caldwell was an influential figure, known for his pioneering linguistic scholarship and deep commitment to the welfare of the Tamil people. His experiences as a missionary and scholar in India profoundly shaped his understanding of the complexities involved in cross-cultural engagement. This background informs his lectures, where he articulates both the challenges faced by missionaries and the rich tapestry of Tamil society, emphasizing the interplay between faith and local traditions. For readers interested in missions, colonial history, or intercultural dialogue, Caldwell's "Lectures on the Tinnevelly Missions" serves as an invaluable resource. It not only illuminates the historical context of missionary activities but also encourages a reflective consideration of the ethical implications surrounding such endeavors. The book invites readers to explore the nuanced relationships between faith, culture, and social change.
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In "Missionary Work Among the Ojebway Indians," Edward Francis Wilson offers a poignant examination of the intersection between Christian missionary efforts and Indigenous culture in the late 19th century. Combining ethnographic observations with personal narrative, Wilson'Äôs work is both an insightful chronicle and a critical reflection on the complexities of cultural interaction. His literary style melds analytical rigor with a compassionate tone, emphasizing the adaptability of the Ojebway people in the face of external pressures. The text is situated within a broader discourse of colonization and cultural exchange, illuminating the nuanced dynamics that shaped relations between Euro-American settlers and Native peoples during this period. Edward Francis Wilson, a dedicated missionary and scholar, dedicated his life to understanding and aiding the Ojebway community. His experiences as both an insider and an outsider during his time in the region provided him with a unique perspective on the intricate balance of faith and cultural preservation. Wilson's commitment to social justice and education guided his efforts, seeking not only to proselytize but also to advocate for the rights and dignity of Indigenous peoples. This book is a vital resource for those interested in the complexities of Native American history and missionary work. Wilson's blend of personal insight and scholarly inquiry makes this work essential reading for historians, anthropologists, and anyone intrigued by the ongoing dialogue surrounding cultural interaction and preservation.
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In "A Voice of Warning," Parley P. Pratt intricately navigates the theological and prophetic landscape of his time, blending scriptural analysis with personal testimony. Written in the early 19th century, this seminal work embodies the literary fervor of the Second Great Awakening, promoting a revivalist Christian ethos through a compelling narrative. Pratt employs persuasive rhetoric and vivid imagery, urging readers to recognize the imminent return of Christ and the importance of repentance, emphasizing a faith that transcends mere belief to demand action and devotion. Parley P. Pratt, one of the earliest and most influential leaders of the Latter-Day Saint movement, drew upon his own profound experiences with faith and revelation in penning this treatise. His background as a missionary and educator fostered a deep engagement with scripture and a commitment to sharing the doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Pratt's visionary perspective and eloquent prose reflect his mission to disseminate spiritual truth and alert society to the perils of iniquity. Readers interested in the intersection of religion and literature will find "A Voice of Warning" to be a compelling exploration of early Mormon thought. Its passionate call to action appeals not only to the faithful but to anyone seeking deeper understanding of religious fervor in American society. This book serves as both a historic artifact and a poignant reminder of the enduring power of faith.
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To my Classmates in Theology.

Dear Brethren in Christ:—Few periods of our lives can be called to mind with so much ease and distinctness, as the years which we spent together in theological studies. The events of that short season, and the sentiments we then indulged, are clothed with a freshness and interest which the lapse of time cannot efface.

Among the questions that occupied our thoughts, no one perhaps was so absorbing, or attended with such deep and anxious feeling, as that which respected the field of labor to which each should devote his life. And many of us then, I remember, made a mutual engagement, that if spared and permitted for years to labor in different portions of the vineyard of the Lord, we would communicate to each other our mature views in regard to the claims of different fields.

Thirteen years have elapsed; and I propose to fulfil my engagement, by expressing, in the form of the present little volume, the views which I now entertain in regard to the claims of foreign lands. To you, my beloved classmates, the book is specially addressed; and if I use a frankness and freedom, which might possibly be construed into presumption, if I were addressing strangers and elder brethren, I am sure that I shall fall under no such imputation when communicating my thoughts to you. I wish to express my thoughts familiarly, as we used to do to each other, and at the same time with the earnestness and solemnity which one ought always to feel when pleading for the perishing heathen.

A free, full, and earnest discussion of such sentiments as those contained in this book, had no small influence, under God, in preparing the way for that extensive work of grace at these islands, which has been denominated the Great Revival. At the General meetings of the mission in the month of May of 1836 and 1837, the main doctrines of this volume were thoroughly canvassed, and with deep effect upon every member present. Our feelings were enlisted, our hearts were warmed, and our thoughts were absorbed by the great topic of the world's conversion. The theme, in all its amazing import and solemn aspects, was allowed to take possession of our souls. It gave importunity to prayer, earnestness and unction to our conversation and sermons, and zeal, energy, and perseverance to every department of our work; and the result was soon apparent in the wide-spread and glorious revival.

It can almost be said, therefore, that the main sentiments of this volume have received the impress of the Divine approbation.

In the fall of 1837, I was constrained by family afflictions and the failure of my own health, to embark for the United States. As I began to breathe the bracing air of Cape Horn, my strength in a measure revived, and having no other employment on board ship, I sketched the outlines of most of the chapters of this little volume. My heart was full of the theme in the discussion of which I had taken part before my embarkation, and I penned my thoughts freely, amidst the tossings of the ship and the care of two motherless children.

On my arrival in the United States, I revised and filled up the outlines I had sketched, and delivered them, in connection with various historical lectures, at several places, as Providence gave me opportunity. Now, having returned to these islands, I have thought best to give the chapters a second revision, to dedicate the whole to you, and with the help of the press to send you each a copy, accompanying it with my prayers and my most affectionate salutations. And may I not expect, beloved classmates, that you will read the book with candor, weigh well its arguments, admit its entreaties to your hearts, as those of your former associate, and act in accordance with the convictions of duty?

Among the considerations that have prompted me to the train of thought contained in this book, as well as to the views interwoven in my history of the Sandwich Islands, I may mention, as not the least weighty and prominent, a dutiful respect and filial obedience to the instructions delivered to me, in connection with others, by the wise and devoted Evarts, on the eve of our embarkation for the foreign field. The delivery of those instructions was his last effort of the kind, and they may therefore be regarded as the parental accents of his departing spirit. On that occasion of interest, to which memory can never be treacherous, a part of the charge to us was in the following words:

"From the very commencement of your missionary life, cultivate a spirit of enterprise. Without such a spirit, nothing great will be achieved in any human pursuit; and this is an age of enterprise, to a remarkable and unprecedented extent. In manufactures, in the mechanic arts, in agriculture, in education, in the science of government, men are awake and active; their minds are all on the alert; their ingenuity is tasked; and they are making improvements with the greatest zeal. Shall not the same enterprise be seen in moral and religious things? Shall not missionaries, especially, aim at making discoveries and improvements in the noblest of all practical sciences—that of applying the means which God has provided, for the moral renovation of the world?

"There are many problems yet to be solved before it can be said, that the best mode of administering missionary concerns has been discovered. What degree of expense shall be incurred in the support of missionary families, so as to secure the greatest possible efficiency with a given amount of money; how to dispose of the children of missionaries, in a manner most grateful to their parents, and most creditable to the cause; in what proportion to spend money and time upon the education of the heathen, as a distinct thing from preaching the Gospel; how far the press should be employed; by what means the attention of the heathen can be best gained at the beginning; how their wayward practices and habits can be best restrained and corrected; how the intercourse between missionaries and the Christian world can be conducted in the best manner, so as to secure the highest responsibility, and the most entire confidence; and how the suitable proportion between ministers of the Gospel retained at home, and missionaries sent abroad, is to be fixed in practice, as well as in principle: all these things present questions yet to be solved. There is room for boundless enterprise, therefore, in the great missionary field, which is the world."

I have not attempted to discuss all the topics here named, but have endeavored to cultivate in some degree, as enjoined in the paragraph, a spirit of enterprising inquiry.

If this book shall impart any light on the interesting topic of Christian duty to the heathen, and be owned by the Saviour, in the great day, as having contributed, though but in a small degree, towards that glorious consummation of which the prophets speak, and to which we all look forward, I shall be richly rewarded.

Your affectionate classmate,

SHELDON DIBBLE.




Lahainaluna, Feb. 17, 1844.
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The apostles, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, uniformly enforce their exhortations by tender appeals to the example, sufferings, and death of their ascended Lord. Is humility inculcated? the argument is, Christ "humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." Is purity of life enjoined? the plea is, Christ "gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people." Is liberality required? we are pointed to Christ, who, "though he was rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that we through his poverty might be rich." Is entire consecration to Christ enjoined? the appeal is, "he died for all, that they who live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him who died for them and rose again."

In like manner, in gaining a true idea of the spirit of missions, the proper course evidently is, to look at once at the missionary character of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was indeed a missionary. He came to save the lost. He was a missionary to us. He came to save us.

We had wandered and were lost. We were guilty and condemned. We were in a state of despair. Nothing within the compass of human means could avail in the least to avert the impending wrath of God. All wisdom became foolishness. All resource was futile. Not a ray of hope remained—not the least flickering gleam. Whichever way the eye turned, there was darkness—horror—despair. But Christ came, and hope again visited the earth. It was when we were helpless—hopeless—justly exposed to the horrors and agonies of the world of woe, that Jesus undertook his mission, and appeared for our relief.

This truth cannot be too deeply impressed upon us, here, at the very threshold of our inquiries in regard to the spirit of missions; and to spread it out distinctly before our minds, let us take a simple illustration.

You are a captive in a foreign land, and have long been immured in a deep, damp, and gloomy dungeon. Sorrow, sighing, and tears have been your meat day and night. Anguish, gloom, and a fearful looking for of death, combined with hunger, cold, and a bed of straw, have induced disease, wasted your flesh, destroyed every energy, and entirely drank up your spirits. Sentence of death is pronounced against you, and the day fixed for your execution. The massive walls and iron grating look down sternly upon you, and rebuke at once all hope of escape. Entreaties, tears, and the offer of gold and silver have been tried, but in vain. Effort and means have given place to horror and despair. The prospect before you is the scaffold, the block, a yawning grave, and a dread eternity. In this extremity a friend appears, and offers to be substituted in your place. The offer is accepted. You, pale, emaciated, and horror-stricken, are brought from your dungeon to behold once more the light of day. The irons are knocked off from your hands and feet—your tattered garments exchanged for cleanly apparel—and a ship is in readiness to convey you to the land of your birth and the bosom of your friends. The vital current of your soul, so long chilled and wasted, now flows again with warmth and vigor; your eyes are lighted up, and tears of joy burst forth like a flood. But, in the midst of your joy, you are told of your deliverer. You turn, and behold! the irons that were upon you are fastened upon him—he is clothed in your tattered garments—is about to be led to your gloomy dungeon—lie on your bed of straw, and thence to be taken in your stead to the scaffold or the block. You throw yourself at his feet, and entreat him to desist; but when you find his purpose fixed, you finally wish you had a thousand hearts to feel the gratitude you owe, and ten thousand tongues to give it utterance.

The Lord Jesus Christ has done for us all this, and unspeakably more. We were under condemnation. The sentence of God's righteous law was against us. The flaming sword of Divine vengeance was unsheathed. All above and around us were the dark frowns of the Almighty and the red lightnings of his wrath. Beneath us was not merely a damp dungeon, but the bottomless pit yawning to receive us, and its flames ascending to envelope our guilty souls. There was no escape. The prospect was weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth—the agony of Jehovah's frown forever. In this extremity the Saviour appeared—substituted himself in our stead—bare our sins in his own body on the tree—received upon his own agonized soul what was our due, and thus delivered us from the untold horrors of eternal death, and opened before us the gate of heaven.

To save the lost, then, was the spirit of Christ. The apostles imbibed this spirit. It is the spirit of missions. The heathen are in a lost condition. If we have the spirit of Christ we shall do what we can to save them. The spirit of missions is not something different from, or superadded to, the Christian spirit, but is simply, essentially, and emphatically the spirit of Christ. It is compassion for the perishing; and such compassion as leads the possessor to put forth strenuous efforts, and to undergo, if need be, the severest sufferings.

As we shall look somewhat in detail at the manifestations of the spirit of Christ, we shall see very evidently the great outlines of what alone is worthy to be called the true spirit of missions.

Look at the condescension of Christ, and learn a lesson of duty  towards the destitute and degraded of our race. The Son of God, by whom were all things created that are in heaven and that are in earth, whether they be thrones or dominions, principalities or powers; who upholdeth all things by the word of his power; before whom ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands prostrate themselves, ascribing power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing; of whom it is said, "Every knee shall bow to him, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth"—the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God: this Infinite Being empties himself of his glory, and comes down to toil, suffer and die—and for whom? For us worms of the dust, insects that are crushed before the moth.
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