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introduction


We may think that paper is ordinary, but really it is quite extraordinary. Ever since it has been around, people have transformed those flat sheets into beautiful and useful crafts by combining the skills of cutting, folding, tearing, curling, and glueing.


This book will guide you through those techniques so that you will be able to create contemporary and stylish pieces for your home, for a celebration, or as thoughtful and unique gifts.


I showed an interest in making things as a child and I was lucky enough for there to be art materials always available. We also had a number of craft books at home. I still have some of those books and they set me on my own path to a creative career in the arts. That career has taken many different directions, but I am always drawn back to my love of paper and the endless possibilities of a material that is so readily available to us all.


It doesn’t have to be an expensive craft and you don’t need a huge array of tools to get started. I am also a huge believer in using recycled materials. Salvaged bits of card stock (card) from packaging can be used as a base for some of the projects. Keep scraps of used gift wrap, and tear out the unused pages from old notebooks before they head off to the recycling bin. Don’t discard old magazines, food labels, or even junk mail. Tear out interesting sections of color or lettering you could use. In thrift stores look out for old postcards, books, maps, and music scores, which are all great for adding exciting and unique elements to your creations.


There is something for everyone in this book, from simple and quick ideas to more challenging ones. Some are great ways to get the kids involved, such as the Thumbprint Robin cards (see page 23) and the Easter Egg-cessories (see page 33). Whichever projects you attempt, they are all very achievable and most importantly great fun to make. Don’t be afraid to adapt projects and experiment. As you develop your own ideas and style, your eyes will be opened to the exciting and adaptable qualities of a simple material. You will be amazed at what you can achieve and maybe come to love paper as much as I do!
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CHAPTER 1


STATIONERY
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printed clipboards


It’s a new year, a fresh start, and time to make those resolutions. I usually make one that involves being more organized. I tend to work on small scraps of paper that pile up or get pushed into the back of a sketchbook. Last year I made clipboards and hung them in a row above my desk and it works! I can now have a board for each project and keep my desk free of loose paper, with more room for making. Hand-printing is a lovely way to personalize your makes. Once you have cut your printing stamps you can use them on all sorts of projects, from gift wrap, greetings cards, and gift tags to fabric.


[image: Images]




You will need




	Selection of erasers


	Soft pencil


	Craft knife


	Cutting mat


	Lino-cutting tool


	Sheets of letter-size (A4) white paper


	Ink-stamping pads


	Sheets of letter-size (A4) heavyweight gray board


	Craft glue


	Large binder clips
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1 To make an oval-shaped pattern, use a rectangular eraser. Draw a leaf shape along the whole length of the eraser using a soft pencil. Using a craft knife, and working on a cutting mat, cut out the leaf shape.
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2 With the lino-cutting tool, score lines across the width of the oval shape. Draw some pencil lines to help place the grooves or cut freehand. Make the lines different thicknesses by applying more or less pressure as you cut. Score a few lines that cross over each other to give you a more textured surface.
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3 Use the oval stamp to print a repeat pattern on a sheet of white paper. You can achieve lovely effects by overprinting with a second color. I have printed rows of blue ovals and then used the same stamp to overprint slightly to one side using silver.
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4 Use a square eraser to make another stamp in the same way, and print a second sheet of white paper with a different pattern. I have rotated my stamp for alternate rows and have overprinted with a simple circle cut from a square eraser.
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5 To make a clipboard, stick a sheet of printed paper to the gray board using craft glue.
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6 Cut a strip of patterned paper to the same width as a binder clip. Fold the paper around the clip and trim the edges for a neater fit. Stick the paper onto the clip using craft glue.




Tip


When it comes to printing, it is a good idea to experiment with different shapes and combinations of colors before committing to a final design. You can keep your experiments as references for future craft projects.








fabric detail notebooks


These little notebooks are so quick to put together and cost next to nothing to make. At the end of the school year, when all the school books come home, I remove unused pages from those that are not going to be needed the following year and recycle them to make little booklets like the ones in this project. They are small enough to slip into an envelope with a birthday card as a little gift for a friend.




You will need




	Thin brown card stock (card)


	Sheets of lined, graph, or plain paper


	Ruler


	Pencil


	Cutting mat


	Craft knife


	Templates, page 115



	Tracing paper


	Masking tape


	Black felt-tip pen


	Scraps of fabric


	Pins


	Scissors


	Craft glue


	Sewing machine
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1 To make the pen design notebook, cut two rectangles from the brown card stock (card) that measure 4 x 6in (10 x 15cm). Protecting your work surface with a cutting mat, use a craft knife to cut a number of sheets of paper to the same size.
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2 Trace out the pen templates and transfer them onto one rectangle of brown card stock (card), positioning the template approximately ⅝in (1.5cm) in from the right-hand edge (see page 114).
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3 Go over the traced pencil lines using black felt-tip pen. Make the lines thick—it does not matter if there is a variation in the thickness of the line, that is part of the design.
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4 Working on a cutting mat and using a craft knife, cut out the inner shapes of the pens from the tracing paper to use as templates. Cut 1⁄16in (2mm) in from the drawn outline.
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5 Pin the pen templates to scraps of brightly colored fabric and use scissors to cut out the shapes.
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6 Glue the wrong side of the colored fabric shapes and stick them in position on the brown card stock (card). If the fabric goes over the black pen lines, trim them down a bit more.
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7 Assemble the notebook, with your trimmed pages between the front and back card stock (card) covers. Don’t make the booklet too thick, as you won’t be able to sew it. Finish with a zigzag stitch down the left-hand side.
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notebook cut-outs


Transform and personalize plain brown notebooks using bold cut-outs and sheets of colored paper. Use tape to add a brightly colored spine for an original finishing touch.
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You will need




	Letter template


	Plain or graph paper


	Ruler


	Pencil


	Tracing paper


	Masking tape


	Notebooks with thin card stock (card) covers


	Craft knife


	Cutting mat


	Fabric tape 1½in (4cm) wide


	Craft glue


	Colored paper


	Eraser


	Hole punch (optional)
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1 Choose your letter, or use the templates on page 115, and enlarge it to the right size, either by using a photocopier or scaling the letter up on graph paper (see pages 112–113). The letter needs to fit on the front cover of the notebook, at least ½in (1cm) from the edges of the book all the way around. Trace out the letter and transfer it to the book cover (see page 114).
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