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            1. There’s Something Down There!
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         You know when someone says, “Just ignore me!” or “Pretend I’m not here!” and you obviously CAN’T do either of those things. And you ESPECIALLY CAN’T when it’s your HEAD TEACHER and he’s CONSTANTLY coming into your classroom and looking in 2all the cupboards or CRAWLING ALONG THE CORRIDOR or doing loads of
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         Well, that all happened to US at our school, and it’s how we knew that something
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         was going on.

         We all knew that Mr Graves must be LOOKING FOR SOMETHING but it was when Gary Petrie’s DAD said that he 3saw something SHINY in the SCHOOL BASEMENT that EVERYTHING CHANGED.

         And it was when we sent CHEESE AND ONION down to the basement on a
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         wearing a CAMERA that everything CHANGED AGAIN.

         And NONE of us could BELIEVE what we saw when we watched the FOOTAGE.

         Maisie said that we should forget ALL ABOUT IT and NEVER go near the basement again. 4

         But then we heard WAILING and SCREECHING when we were in class and Jodi said that ACTION WAS NEEDED.

         And that’s when things got SERIOUS.
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            2. Is Mr Graves Crying?!
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         One day when we were in class, our head teacher, Mr Graves, rushed into our classroom and said, “Just ignore me!”, and then he started opening ALL the cupboards REALLY FAST and looking inside.

         That’s when our teacher, Miss Jones, asked 6Mr Graves if he was OK, and he nodded and said that he was, even though he definitely wasn’t acting like he was OK and he was EMPTYING everything out of the cupboards and on to the floor.

         That’s when Jodi leaned over the table and whispered, “What’s he looking for?”
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         I just shrugged, because it was obvious he 7was looking for something but I had

         
            [image: ]

         

         what it could be.

         Then at break we saw Mr Graves CRAWLING along the corridor, and when he saw us he just crawled REALLY FAST into his office and shut the door behind him.
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         8None of us knew what to do because it’s really hard to know WHAT to do when your head teacher starts crawling along the ground like a baby. So we didn’t do anything.

         But then at assembly the next morning Mr Graves started doing
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         while he was telling us about the NEW SCHOOL DINNERS MENU.

         At first I thought maybe he was crying because the DINNER LADIES had made a new, worse SHEPHERD’S PIE (because the 9shepherd’s pie at our school is disgusting!).

         But they hadn’t. And the new menu sounded quite
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         actually, so it didn’t make any sense that Mr Graves was crying about it.

         We all sat there STARING at Mr Graves as he talked about the VEGAN SAUSAGES with TEARS running down his face.

         The teachers were looking at each other all confused, so it was obvious that they didn’t know what was going on either. 10

         That’s when Zach said, “Should we do something? Should we get the nurse?”

         But Jodi said, “SHHHHH!”, and then she leaned forward and NARROWED her eyes and STARED at Mr Graves. And we knew that she was trying to READ HIS THOUGHTS because Jodi says that she wants to be the type of POLICE OFFICER who can
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         and make criminals tell her EVERYTHING 11so she can solve all the CRIMES.

         Then Mr Graves stopped telling us about the VEGAN SAUSAGES and started telling us that the GRASS in the playground was getting cut on Friday and that’s when he REALLY started crying and SNIFFING loads.

         Zach said that maybe Mr Graves was crying because he had
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         that made him cry even when he was only TALKING about grass. 12

         But then Jodi looked at Zach and said, “Zach, that’s ridiculous.”

         And Zach said, “Is it?”

         And Jodi said, “Yes.”

         And Zach said, “IS IT?”

         And Jodi said, “YES.”

         But before Zach could say “IS IT?” again, Mr Graves ran off the stage!

      

   


   
      
         
            3. Turn That Music Down!
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         The next day, when we got to school, there was a VAN parked outside the school doors and it had LOUD MUSIC coming out of it and someone was singing along REALLY BADLY.

         Me and Jodi and Zach tried to get past, 14but the van was BLOCKING the stairs that go up to the BIG DOORS.

         So that’s when Jodi went up and KNOCKED on the van doors, and when they opened we all
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         because it was GARY PETRIE from our class.

         And Gary said, “YOU RAAAANG?!”

         Gary Petrie always says ANNOYING things like that instead of just normal stuff like “hello” or “what do you want?”

         15So that’s when Jodi started explaining that we couldn’t get into the school because the van was BLOCKING the steps, but Gary just said, “WHAT? I CAN’T HEAR YOU!” because the music was too loud and someone in the back of the van was singing even LOUDER and WORSE than before.

         So Jodi shouted, “I SAID, MOVE YOUR VAN!”

         And that’s when the music suddenly stopped and someone ELSE appeared from inside the van that looked EXACTLY like Gary except older and COMPLETELY BALD.

         16The man looked at us and said, “And who are you lot? The police?!”

         Then he laughed really loud and he sounded JUST like Gary does when he laughs.
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         17That’s when Gary started laughing too and said, “Nah. They’re just my friends, Dad.”

         I looked at Jodi and she looked at me because I wouldn’t exactly call Gary our FRIEND because mostly he just makes FUN of us or does stuff to ANNOY us. And Jodi and Gary DEFINITELY don’t get along.

         That’s when Gary’s dad wiped his hands on his overalls and jumped out of the van.
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         18And for a second I thought that he’d landed on his KNEES because he was almost the same height as me! But then I remembered that Gary’s small too, so that made sense.

         Gary’s dad looked right at ME and said, “You must be Gary’s girlfriend! Nice to meet you.”

         Everyone GASPED, and I shouted, “WHAT?!” because I DEFINITELY wasn’t Gary’s girlfriend and I had
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         why he was saying that I was. 19

         But then Gary’s dad burst out laughing again and said, “Don’t have kittens, lass! I’m only pulling your leg!” And then he slapped his OWN leg and laughed again for ages, even though it DEFINITELY wasn’t funny.

         That’s when Mr Graves appeared and we all thought that he was going to tell Gary’s dad to move his van but he DIDN’T.

         He just rushed over and said, “Mr Petrie, thank goodness you’re here! Come with me, please. Quickly!” And then he ran off round the side of the school.

         Gary’s dad looked a bit surprised and then he grabbed his tool bag and said, “Must be 20a real emergency! See you later, kiddo.” And then he gave Gary a high five and rushed after Mr Graves.

         I looked at Jodi and I thought that she was going to be FURIOUS because the van was still blocking the stairs.

         But she WASN’T furious.

         She was SMILING.

         And then she said, “It’s time to find out what’s going on with Mr Graves. Follow me!”

      

   


   
      
         
            4. Follow Me, Amigos!
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         There was NO WAY to shake off Gary Petrie. He followed us round the back of the school where we’d seen Mr Graves and Gary’s dad disappear behind a wall.

         But when we turned the corner they were gone.22

         Jodi looked at us with a
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         on her face. And then she said, “Where did they go?! They’ve disappeared!”

         That’s when Gary Petrie LAUGHED and said, “I know.”

         Jodi took a DEEP BREATH and made her ARMS and HANDS and FINGERS go really STRAIGHT and TIGHT and then she said, “OK. Where did they go?”

         But Gary just SMILED an ANNOYING SMILE and began stroking his CHIN like he 23had an IMAGINARY BEARD or something.

         I looked at Jodi, but she didn’t look back because she had her eyes closed tight in ANGER and I could see that her ARMS were actually SHAKING.

         So that’s when I said, “What do you want, Gary?”

         And Zach said, “Yeah, Gary. Name your PRICE.”

         Because it was OBVIOUS that Gary WANTED something in return for telling us where Mr Graves and his dad had disappeared to.

         And that’s when Gary said, “I want IN.” 24

         And as SOON as he said that Jodi’s eyes SHOT OPEN and she said,
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         And Gary said, “WAY!”

         And Jodi shouted, “NEVER!”

         I looked at Zach and he put his head in his hands and I knew that he did it because this was going to go on FOREVER because there was NO WAY Jodi was going to give Gary what he wanted. Because what Gary wanted was to be part of our INVESTIGATION.

         But then, all of a sudden, Jodi’s face 25CHANGED and she said, “OK. You’re in.”

         And me and Zach
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         Because Jodi NEVER gives in.

         And then she said, “Take us to them, Gary.”

         And Gary nodded and said, “Follow me, amigos!”
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         Gary made us follow him and hide in a bush round the back of the school that was
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         26My heart was POUNDING because I knew that if we got caught there, we’d be in BIG TROUBLE.

         Then Gary said, “Do you see that over there?”

         So we all looked at where Gary was pointing and there was some sort of HOLE in the ground next to the wall.

         We asked what it was, but Gary just smiled an ANNOYING SMILE and said, “Just wait. You’ll see.”

         So we waited. And waited. And WAITED.

         And then eventually we saw Mr Graves and Gary’s dad COME OUT of the hole! 27And then Mr Graves pulled two doors shut over the hole and they both walked away.
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         28We all STARED at each other.

         Then Zach said, “What was THAT?!”

         Gary turned to us with a huge grin on his face and said, “None of you had any idea where they’d gone but I KNEW. And THAT is why I am now in charge of this investigation!”

         I thought Jodi was going to explode. But she didn’t. But she definitely looked like she WANTED TO. But I knew that she was keeping her anger INSIDE and letting Gary help us for the SAKE OF THE 29INVESTIGATION.

         Then Gary said that HE had been doing his OWN investigation into why Mr Graves was acting so WEIRD and that it was time to
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         but that he would still be the one in charge.

         And then he grinned at Jodi because he KNEW FINE WELL that he was annoying her. But Jodi just fake-smiled back and said, “Is there anything else?”

         And Gary said, “Yes. I’ve been watching Mr Graves since he started acting WEIRD 30and I’ve seen him go in there LOADS.”

         Zach said that maybe the door was a
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         that led to Mr Graves’s office and that THAT was why this part of the playground was
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         But then Gary laughed his ANNOYING LAUGH and said, “TRY AGAIN!”
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