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Foreword


Fr Maurice Keating’s Artwork


My first introduction to the Art of Fr Maurice Keating was when I entered the Dominican novitiate at St Dominic’s, Melbourne in early 1966. In the novitiate corridor there were a set of stations of the cross where the spectral figures were drawn in white or red crayon over a very black crayon background. They were a stark and powerful set of stations, full of suffering. Years later I saw a similar set by Fr Maurice in the chapel of the Dominican house at Bomana in Papua New Guinea. Here however the background was white and the still spectral figures were in black or red. Here the stations were not quite so sombre, but still had a strong impact.


In between those two sets of stations of the cross I have seen quite a lot of Fr. Maurice’s artwork. One item I remember well was a Calvary scene which hung in one of the common rooms in the Blackfriars Retreat Centre at Watson, ACT. It was painted in a sort of cubist style with sharp angles in the stark semi-desert landscape with the three crosses in the distance. It was a large painting and it must have had a notable impact on at least one couple who were at Blackfriars for a retreat or a marriage encounter program. They liked it so much that they made Fr Maurice an offer for the painting which he could not refuse, so he told me, and so it went off to grace their lounge room or some other part of their home.


Some of Fr Maurice’s best work has been his mosaics. He was painstaking in his collection of broken pieces of coloured tiles which he was then able to use to give the timeless effect of mozaics of the risen Christ, the Blessed Virgin and the saints. As might be expected, there is a very fine mosaic of the Blessed Virgin Mary giving the rosary to St Dominic in the Dominican Church of Our Lady of the Rosary at Watson in Canberra, where Fr Maurice lived and worked for many years. In the same church the stations of the cross are impressive with stark figures in black against a background of lighter coloured mosaic. Some of his best work in this medium is to be seen in the Church of St Joseph at O’Connor in the ACT. He also made some fine mosaic coats of arms for our university colleges. St Albert’s College at the University of New England, Armidale, NSW, and John XXIII College at the Australian National University in Canberra are two which spring to mind.
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