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Rusholme, located south of Manchester city centre, is typical of many English post-industrial cities. A village in the countryside as recently as the 1830s, it was rapidly engulfed as Manchester industrialised and its population grew. Initially a development of grand houses for the newly wealthy of Manchester, it was later surrounded by terraced workers’ housing before further infill housing between 1900 and the 1960s. Today it is in the grip of a further development boom focused on the three universities and the major hospitals immediately to the north.


Our street was speculatively built on fields first sold in 1836 and then sold on in 1905 and was almost completely occupied by the time of the 1911 census.


In 2011 residents held a centenary party for our street, and Harry Spooner, a neighbour, researched the original occupancy of the houses. He found a print-out of the 1911 Census occupants listed for each house which we displayed on our front gateposts. At the party the initial idea for Stories from a Manchester Street was born and two years later, in November 2013, the first household interview took place. Since then we have interviewed most of the households and have taken a photograph of residents in front of their homes. With their agreement, these interviews and portraits have been included in this book.


We found that residents were born in at least eighteen countries from every continent except Australasia and South America. People of Muslim, Hindu, Catholic, Anglican, Jewish, Buddhist, non-conformist Christian and of no faith, along with the international congregation of the New Apostolic Church, live happily together in harmony. The street is home to people in a wide range of occupations, and none.


The interviews tell the stories of journeys from Somalia and from rural Ireland, of conscientious objection and refugees fleeing the Second World War, of Partition in India, Pakistan and Bangladesh and of meetings leading to lifetime partnerships at university, in communities of origin, in the workplace and on a film set. They tell of family houses and houses in multiple occupation, houses accommodating children, elderly relatives and those who are unwell. And once these stories were collected and read out to neighbours, the cultural melting pot that is our street became visible and our community stronger.
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Rusholme in 1838 (left) and in 1889, from Johnson’s Map of Manchester and OS Lancashire sheet 104.15 respectively.


The stories in this book have emerged from a decade of community action following the establishment of our residents’ group and communal activities ranging from street tree planting to street parties and fundraising for flood victims in Pakistan to regular clean-ups. Neighbours have read their stories together, produced a primary-school project book based on this work and hosted an academic workshop with the University of Manchester. The photographs were shown at an open day at Victoria Baths – a fine building contemporaneous with our street – which won the first BBC Restoration series and is being restored by a trust.


We have worked closely with our local councillors who have facilitated funding and connections with Manchester City Council, demonstrating the importance of support to enable communities to thrive. This could be the story of any street in our inner cities. It shows a picture far removed from the headlines and divisive politics of our times. It shows how people of goodwill can find common cause in a respectful, supportive and vibrant community, working together to tackle problems, whether it is litter and rubbish in the streets or over-development by landlords or, on a wider canvas, Manchester’s communal response to the Arena bombing in 2017.
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Word map of the reported occupations on the street.
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Rashid with his father in Glasgow during the 1970s when he was working on market stalls. (Photo courtesy of Rashid)


Between the two of us we have lived on our street for fifty-six years. We would like to thank our neighbours and friends for their consistent enthusiasm for this project. We hope that readers will take as much from these rich and varied stories as we have – and that in 2111 residents in our street will know more about those living in our homes a hundred years ago than we do about those who lived here in 1911.


[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]


The street in the early 1970s (Photo: Manchester Libraries & Archives) and as it is today. The arrows, the street tree in the foreground, the alley gates, the Christmas tree and the community garden (out of shot to the left) have all been achieved by residents acting together in the past ten years.


Phil Barton & Elaine Bishop


February 2019



Note on the methodology


The interviews were carried out between November 2013 and September 2018. The book contains the stories of the households at the time of the interview taking place. In some cases they have since moved on. Some of the houses on the street are empty; some whole households– and some residents within the households featured – did not wish to be interviewed. In all cases the interviewees were given the opportunity to correct or amend the story they told us before it was included in this book. The group portraits were taken by arrangement and in the available natural light. They have not been digitally manipulated.
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Judith and Ron have lived on the street since 1975
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Judith and Ron






Judith’s Journey


I was born in Withington in Manchester in 1937. Both my parents were civil servants. They married late in life so my sister and I were much loved and cosseted ‘miracle babies’. After attending Manchester High School for Girls I went to Kings’ College where I studied Classics, and after graduation, in 1958, I stayed in London and went to work at Peckham Manor School as a general form teacher. I had tried out all sorts of possible careers as Saturday jobs and finally decided that teaching was for me. The school was a newly formed comprehensive amalgamating several small secondary and all-age schools but when I arrived on my first day, my classroom had no furniture. I found a chair somewhere and the children sat on the floor for several weeks! We got by through mental arithmetic, storytelling and me playing the violin.


My future husband, Ron, was also a teacher at the school, arriving the year after I did. He organised the junior rugby team, most of whom belonged to my class. These boys persuaded me to support them on Saturday matches so I often found myself sitting next to Ron on the rugby bus. After that, we became an ‘item’ and in 1960 we married.


I had stopped working when we had our first child, and when I was ready to start again I wrote to my old high school for a ‘testimonial’ which I intended to use to get another job. They wrote back saying they had a position in the Classics Department, and to come back to them. We moved to Manchester in 1961. It was good being near my mum and my sister and Ron liked Manchester and was happy to come back, too. He found a job in Salford teaching maths and we moved into a flat in Withington where we stayed for a year while saving for a house. In 1962 we bought a house in Rusholme. We had thirteen happy years there with our four children. But during the last year, my mother became ill and moved in with us and stayed until she died. It was painful and took some of the shine off the house and I thought it would be good to move somewhere else after that. This house has been my home for thirty-eight years.


Ron’s Journey


I was born in 1936 in Goole, Yorkshire, and was an only child. My father worked in various jobs as an ‘electrician’s mate’, including a spell as a projectionist at the local cinema. During my childhood my mother didn’t work but was very involved in volunteering and was a leading light in the Women’s Royal Volunteer Service. She was a very good cook, and after I left home to go to Hull University she ran a canteen at British Rail. Hull University was then in its early days, with only 600 students. I studied mathematics. After graduation I contacted London County Council to see if there were any teaching vacancies. I got an instant response from Peckham Manor Comprehensive to come for an interview and started work there almost immediately.


After we had started our family and moved back to Manchester I called into the Education Department to see about getting a job. They had no vacancies for maths teachers so they sent me across the Irwell to Chapel Street and I began teaching in Salford.


Judith and Ron


We had made many friends in the community and one family, who lived around the corner, had bought this house with a bank loan. They had intended to swap it for a mortgage but in those days you couldn’t swap. With oil crises and three-day weeks, interest rates soon went sky high, up to 17 per cent. They were in dire financial straits. We loved the house and easily got a mortgage so we decided to swap houses and moved here in 1975. We went out to the Tandoori Kitchen for a meal with our friends and while we were there, the pantechnicon brought our furniture here and returned to our old house with theirs. We have been here thirty-eight years now. Our four children came with us, the oldest 15 and the youngest 8. The kids loved it here, playing in the grounds of the old High School.


It took us a while to get to know people on the street because we were busy with the children and both of us working. At that time, the street was full of boarding houses; our house was known as ‘Flatlet House’. We took in lodgers too and had students staying with us for several years. The street has always been full of foreigners and when we moved in there were many Germans and East Europeans here, including Czechs, Poles and Hungarians; No. 2 was a house of ill repute! The first long-term resident we met was Eric Voigt, the violin maker, who had been living in the house across the street since 1948. And we knew Kathleen Donnelly and two of her children, who all had houses on the street, because they were also our close neighbours before. Later we connected with fellow allotment holders and Labour Party members.


It is a much more sociable street these days, especially since the formation of our new Residents’ Association in 2009, and there are many families with children of similar ages who all know each other through school and local playgroups.


We are now about to do another house swap, buying our daughter’s smaller house in Urmston while our son and grandson take our place here. But we are keeping a bedroom for our use so we aren’t really leaving yet!






	RESIDENTS IN 1911


	RESIDENTS IN 2014







	
BELL, Robert


Born: 1868


Barrow in Furness, Lancashire


Occupation: Assistant Solicitor to Manchester Corporation


BELL, Edith Louisa


Born: 1867


Edinburgh, Midlothian


Occupation: Wife


NEEDHAM, Maud, Ellen


Born: 1888


Taddington, Derbyshire


Occupation: Domestic Housemaid



	
Ron


Born: 1936


Goole, Yorkshire


Occupation: Retired Mathematics Teacher


Judith


Born: 1937


Withington, Manchester


Occupation: Retired Classics Teacher
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Rashid came to live on the street in 1984
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Rashid (left) and Robena (third left), with members of their family
(photo: Elaine Bishop)






Rashid’s Journey


I came to England in 1968. My father was a textile engineer and brought his family first to Huddersfield, then Oldham and finally to Glasgow, where we had an aunt living. My father wanted to see his children educated. I went to school in Glasgow, first to Kinning Park High School and then Shawlands Academy. I left school in 1970 and started working in a grocer’s shop and then got a job as a knitting machine operator in Manchester City Centre. I lived in Longsight on Hamilton Road and then on Sunnybank Road. I got my driver’s licence and started doing open markets from Thursday to Sunday around Glasgow until 1976. I was around 20 years old. At the same time I was also producing my own knitwear on a hand machine which I then developed into a very successful business, with a small factory based in Ardwick. I ran the business for over ten years until 1989. I bought this house in 1984. By then I had separated from my brothers and had gone out on my own. I was driving around and saw the house and fell in love with both the house and with the area. We used to pass through this neighbourhood on our way to the Curry Mile when we lived in Glasgow. I never thought I would buy a house here! In 1989, I bought business premises in the Northern Quarter near the Craft Centre, then sold it and invested in a restaurant in the Curry Mile in 1991 (The Shiraz, next to Kebabish). I had the restaurant for three years but lost it by 1994 (there was a lot of competition) and lost a lot of money, too. I managed to save the house. After that I worked four years in a knitwear factory to get back on my feet, until 1999. Now I am retired and drive a taxi from time to time.


We brought our children up in Manchester. I always told them, ‘Don’t do anything wrong. Don’t compare yourself to others. If you have willpower you can do anything. The government here gives you the best chance.’ One of my sons is a civil engineer and architect; one is working at a takeaway, another son is head boy at Burnage High School and is planning to be a dental surgeon and hoping to go to Cambridge. He is also a very talented artist. My daughter is at Xaverian College in Manchester and wants to be a solicitor.


On living on this street


If you are a millionaire you can have bad neighbours and you are living in hell. If your neighbours are nice you are living in a palace whether you have any money or not. Our religion says that the fifty houses around you are your community and key to your happiness. We really appreciate working with our neighbours to look after the lovely garden we have all made. Even though things are tight these days, even if I won £10 million in the lottery I wouldn’t leave this house.






	RESIDENTS IN 1911


	RESIDENTS IN 2019







	
TATTERSALL, George Bardsley


Born: 1876


Manchester Lancashire


Occupation: Head Master Elementary School


TATTERSALL, Ada


Born: 1872


Manchester Lancashire


Occupation: Wife



	
Rashid


Born: 1955


Lyalleur, Province of Punjab, Pakistan


Occupation: Retired and part-time Taxi Driver


Robena


Born: 1964


Lyalleur, Province of Punjab, Pakistan


Occupation: Housewife and Mother
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Sophie and Tony have lived on the street since 2004; Stephen since 2014
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Left to right: Tony, Stephen and Sophie






Tony’s Journey


My dad was a musician and played in the big bands in the fifties. He gave it up when skiffle came in, though he continued playing on the weekends. My mum was mostly a housewife but she was very talented and made accessories for dresses, jackets, etc. Both parents were in the fire service in the war in the docks and lived in Battersea where my older sister and I grew up. I went to primary school and Sir Walter St John’s Grammar School there. Battersea was still full of bombsites then. I left school after A-levels and went straight to work, applying for a post at Polydor Recording Studio in Bond Street that Mum had seen advertised. They were looking for an ‘experienced sound recording engineer’. I went and said, ‘I know nothing but am willing to learn.’ They hired me and I watched and learned, working for various recording studios for thirteen years. For seven of those years (1975–82) I lived in Iceland, working at Iceland’s first recording studio. I was only supposed to be there for three months but stayed seven years. I loved it.


In the early 80s I was offered a job on a film as a boom operator. I had never done that before but I took to it like a duck to water. I loved working in films and drifted out of music. I initially worked with a sound recordist from Glasgow so left London in 1984 and moved to Glasgow. I lived there for more than nineteen years, working on films on location and in London and Glasgow, including The Crying Game and Trainspotting. In 2001, I met Sophie on a film, Once upon a Time in the Midlands, which drew me to Manchester where Sophie lived. We lived on the Burnage/Levenshulme border. I worked freelance all this time.


Sophie’s Journey


I was born in London but grew up in Southwell in Nottinghamshire. I realise, looking back, what a blessed childhood it was. We moved to Nottingham when I was two and a half because my dad, who was a theatre designer, set up a course in that subject there. We stayed briefly and then moved to Southwell around 1966. My mum was also a theatre designer and skilled costumier. While we (I have a brother three years younger) were children, she didn’t go out to work but took on various costume jobs which she could do from home. I went to primary school in Southwell, and then for secondary to Sibford Friends School (a Quaker boarding school in the Cotswold countryside) for five years. I did my Sixth Form in York at a Quaker school called ‘The Mount’.


After York I came to Manchester. Dad had been asked to come here to be Resident Designer for the Royal Exchange. We moved up to Whaley Bridge and I applied to the Foundation in Art course at Manchester Polytechnic. It was fantastic. I was in an ‘experimental’ group with quite a few mature students. It was a blossoming for me not to be constrained by school and rules. I was there from 1979–80 and then went to Nottingham to do a three-year degree course in theatre design. From there I got work pretty quickly on small-scale pieces of theatre and was even employed by one of my tutors. My big break came through my Dad, when the wardrobe mistress from the Royal Exchange needed someone.


‘Can you make shoes?’ she asked. I lied and said yes, figuring I would learn on the job and I did! I did a bit of work there and they kept asking me back and I continued working mostly at the Royal Exchange. I was a dyer, milliner, jeweller, costume prop maker, and finally got a full-time job there ending up as deputy costume supervisor. I worked for the Exchange for more than ten years (over 100 shows). It was a creatively exciting period for the theatre and I had a really good time and made good friends.


When I started thinking it was time for a change, someone I knew from the Royal Exchange now working for Granada Studios offered me a job. I moved to Granada and worked on many TV dramas which led to work first on low-budget films and then larger feature films. It was on one of these films that I met my future husband.


Sophie and Tony


We wanted to buy a house together but it was hard to find one in Manchester with the right aspect. This house kept coming on and off the market and we kept trying to view it but we were never around to be able to do so. Finally we were both free and viewed it and fell in love at first sight.  


We moved in ten years ago in 2004; we were made to feel extremely welcome from the first day. There is a village atmosphere here and it is very convenient and quiet. It is near the hospital, which is now important to us since Stephen (Sophie’s father) is now living with us.



Stephen’s Journey


My father was a steelmaker in Sheffield in the family firm. Both my parents were Quakers from Quaker families and we had a large group of relatives in Sheffield. My mother became interested in the work of Maria Montessori and started a Montessori school when I was 3 which was held in our house. It became so popular that we had to move to larger premises. I attended it until I was 10 and then went to Abbotsholme Boys Boarding School in Derbyshire. I was there for seven years. It was a very progressive school, founded in 1890. It was very outward looking and tried to develop the child’s interests and abilities and not be too constricted by exam results, and it suited me. It is still running as a coeducational school. I left around 1936 after taking my school certificate. I had always been interested in theatre so from there I went to Sheffield Art School for a couple of years, concentrating on fashion.  


I’d already started to study at Reimann’s School in London (it was a famous school in Berlin which had been driven out by Nazism and re-established in London) when war broke out and I returned to Sheffield. I was a conscientious objector and my objection was upheld by a tribunal in Leeds. There were a sizeable number of Jewish refugees in Sheffield and I worked on a committee to help them until they were all absorbed into normal life here.  


By the time the war was over, I was left high and dry, as the refugee committee was no longer needed. Someone put me in touch with the Old Vic Theatre School which was offering training for designers, producers and actors in London. I applied for that very late but someone dropped out and they offered the place to me. The training was held in the theatre of that name on Waterloo Road – it was great and I enjoyed that immensely. I was sufficiently successful at the technical side of the training that they offered me a position on the staff. I stayed there until the school was closed down.  


George Devine, one of the three creators of the Old Vic Theatre School, had started ‘The English Stage Company’ in Sloane Square, which is now the Royal Court Theatre. I designed a small number of productions there, one of which moved to the West End and was the first London production of The Crucible. I worked each year at Stratford as a men’s cutter in their Wardrobe Department. This was when Laurence Olivier and Vivien Leigh were there. I worked on Twelfth Night, Macbeth and Titus Andronicus.
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