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Introduction

With
its gentle humour, bumbling escapades, and endearing charm, Last of the
Summer Wine has become a cultural phenomenon around the globe. 

Step
into the picturesque Yorkshire countryside and prepare for a delightful
exploration of this long-running and iconic sitcom. This fact book is a
treasure trove of fascinating trivia about the show that captured the
hearts of millions. 

So grab a cup of tea and a sticky bun, sit
back, and immerse yourself in 1000 facts all about one of television's
most beloved shows.


1000 Last of the Summer Wine Facts

(1)
The first ever Summer Wine episode, Of Funerals and Fish, went out in
January 1973 as part of the Comedy Playhouse - a one-off series of
comic anthologies.

Many of these one-off Comedy Playhouse
specials went onto to become sitcoms - not only Summer Wine but also
Steptoe and Son, Till Death Us Do Part, Up Pompeii!, Not in Front of
the Children, The Liver Birds, and Are You Being Served? 

(2)
Holmfirth was chosen as the main location for Last of the Summer Wine
when Barry Took made a programme about Working Men's Clubs at nearby
Burnlee WMC. When producer James Gilbert was looking for a location for
an episode of Comedy Playhouse, Barry Took suggested Holmfirth. 

(3)
Holmfirth is a small town located in the Holme Valley, within the
county of West Yorkshire. It is situated roughly 6 miles south of
Huddersfield and 13 miles northeast of Glossop. Holmfirth is known for
its picturesque surroundings, with the Peak District National Park to
the south and scenic countryside all around. 

(4) Last of the
Summer Wine writer Roy Clarke was certainly prone to a bit of (largely
enjoyable) recycling when it came to his characters. Auntie Wainwright
in Summer Wine is a miser with a little shop who can sell anything to
anyone - even if they don't actually want anything. She is clearly
patterned after Ronnie Barker's parsimonious shopkeeper Arkwright in
Roy's Open All Hours.

Hobo in the last embers of Summer Wine is
full of (highly dubious and unlikely) tales about his exploits as a spy
and action man. Hobo plainly has a lot of similarities with Foggy
Dewhurst (who was also fond of tall tales about his heroic deeds). Jean
Alexander was able to elevate her material and make Auntie Wainwright a
distinctive and amusing character but the same can't quite be said of
Russ Abbot as Hobo. Hobo came across as rehash of Foggy with a slab of
Russ's Basildon Bond character thrown in. 

Another piece of
Roy's recycling came when Alvin Smedley moved into Compo's house and
Brian Murphy was put through some of Compo's old comic paces in his
comedic sparring with Nora Batty. Thora Hird's Edie in Summer Wine has
some similarities with Roy Clarke's Hyacinth Bucket in Keeping Up
Appearances in that both characters like to give the impression to
neighbours they are of a higher class. Edie always puts on a posh voice
when she calls Wesley into the house. On the whole though, Edie is far
less insufferable than Hyacinth! You could say too there is some
plot/scenario recycling in that Wally Batty was forever trying to
escape from Nora and get out of the house. Howard later had a similar
fate to Wally in that he too was always trying to leave the house and
escape from his formidable wife - who in this case was obviously Pearl.
Their motivations were different though in that Wally simply wanted to
see his pigeons or get a pint. Howard on the other hand was motivated
by his endless desire to secretly meet up with Marina.  

(5)
Norman Clegg was a bit more confident and abrasive at the start of the
show compared to the meeker Cleggy of later seasons. This was probably
a natural consequence of Peter Sallis growing into the character and
adapting it somewhat - alongside the changes made by Roy Clarke. It was
also, you could argue, a consequence of Cleggy getting older too. 

(6)
It is plainly no coincidence that Foggy's real name is Walter. Walter
Mitty is a fictional character created by writer James Thurber. He
first appeared in Thurber's 1939 short story The Secret Life of Walter
Mitty. Mitty is a daydreamer who often escapes into elaborate fantasies
to compensate for his relatively dull and mundane life. In his
daydreams, he assumes various heroic personas and engages in exciting
adventures, contrasting with his rather subservient and meek real-life
persona.

(7) Compo's real name is William Simmonite. The
nickname 'Compo' comes from the fact that Compo is on unemployment
compensation - which explains why he never has a job. To be honest,
Compo is probably unemployable. It is difficult to see him lasting very
long in a job!

(8) The early episodes of Summer Wine were built
much more around long dialogue scenes with the main trio - usually in
the library and the pub. It was only in later series where more
slapstick and action comedy (for want of a better phrase) came in on a
regular basis and there would be some elaborate comic stunt in which
poor Compo was usually the stuntman.

(9) Keith Clifford (as
Billy) was the first actor in a Summer Wine 'main trio' who came from
Yorkshire in real life. Bill Owen and Peter Sallis were born in London,
Brian Wilde was from Lancashire, Michael Aldridge was born in Somerset,
and Michael Bates was born in India to parents from Cheshire. 

(10)
Ivy's catchphrase "What the blood and stomach pills!" comes from sugar
coated 'blood and stomach pills' you used to be able to buy from
chemists. 

(11) If an episode of Last of the Summer Wine was
found to be running short, Roy Clarke would hastily write an extra
scene and fax it to the set!

(12) According to Compo's passport
in the special episode Last Post and Pigeon, Compo was born in 1923.
This means that Compo was only about 49 when Last of the Summer Wine
first began! Bill Owen was born in 1914 so he was older than the
character in real life. 

(13) Wesley Pegden, played by Gordon
Wharmby, first appeared in the 1982 episode Car and Garter in a cameo
role. He returned in The Loxley Lozenge and Who's Looking After The
Cafe Then?. The 1985 feature-length Christmas special Uncle of the
Bride established Wesley as the husband of Edie and he became a beloved
regular character. No episode was quite complete without a trip to
Wesley's exploding shed - where he was usually involved in some noisy
operation on some old car or engine he'd retrieved. Wesley often played
an important role in the plots as the main trio would usually enlist
Wesley's mechanical skills to facilitate whatever crackpot scheme they
(and by 'they' we mean Foggy and Seymour!) had come up with that week.
Wesley could also be relied upon to appear out of nowhere in the
countryside and give the main trio a lift back to town!

(14) The
women having coffee and a gossip at Edie's became a regular fixture in
the show. Edie's catchphrase ("Drink your coffee!") and the battle over
who would get the eclair or cream cake (the losers had to make do with
a biscuit) were staples of these scenes. The first 'ladies coffee
morning' scene in the show was in the 1988 episode The Experiment. 

(15)
Michael Bates, who played Blamire, left Summer Wine when he was
diagnosed with cancer in 1975 (though he did still appear in It Ain't
Half Hot Mum). Sadly, he died in 1978. In the first episode after
Michael Bates left, Cleggy reads a letter from Blamire asking that they
look after his friend Foggy Dewhurst. Blamire leaving is explained in
the show by him learning that an old flame had been widowed. Blamire
clearly decided to go and pursue this old flame. 

(16) The last
ever line by anyone in Last of the Summer Wine is Cleggy saying "Did I
lock the door?" at the end of the last episode. It seems appropriate
that Cleggy had the last word and even more appropriate that he was
worrying about something!

(17) Roy Clarke said he used to give his best lines to Peter Sallis because Cleggy was his favourite character.

(18)
John Comer appeared in 46 episodes of Last of the Summer Wine from 1973
to 1983 as Sid - the owner of the cafe and husband of Ivy. Comer sadly
died of throat cancer in 1984. His last appearance in the show was in
the Christmas film Getting Sam Home. Comer's lines as Sid were dubbed
by Tony Melody because the cancer had affected his ability to speak.
John Comer had an eclectic and interesting career aside from Summer
Wine. He was in a variety double act on the stage and appeared in shows
like Coronation Street and The Avengers. He was in a number of films
too - including an uncredited role in the cult horror sequel Dr Phibes
Rises Again. Sid was a very likeable character so it was a great loss
to the show when John Comer passed away. What was fun about Sid too is
that he was a 'partner in crime' to the main trio in that they confided
in him and he usually tried to help them. 

(19) For the record,
Compo only went down a hill in a bath once in Last of the Summer Wine.
Casual retrospectives of the show by those who haven't really watched
much of it seem to think this happened every single week!

(20)
Auntie Wainwright, the miserly and cunning owner of the local
bric-a-brac shop, made her first appearance in 1988 Christmas Special
Crums and then returned again for another Christmas special. Auntie
Wainwright became a regular character in 1992. Jean Alexander was
already something of a national treasure thanks to her long stint in
Coronation Street as the legendary Hilda Ogden. Jean was not only a
brilliant actor but also had a natural gift for comedy. She appeared in
168 episodes of Summer Wine and stayed until the end of the show. The
characters in the show making a trip to Auntie Wainwright's shop, where
they would inevitably be sold some random useless item that they didn't
even want in the first place, became a fixture of Summer Wine. Cleggy
in particular has a deep fear of Auntie Wainwright! It is rather odd by
the way that when the characters are in need of something they always
go to Auntie Wainwright. You'd think this was the only shop in
Yorkshire!

(21) Elegy for Fallen Wellies, Surprise at
Throstlenest, and Just a Small Funeral were written in quick order to
account for Bill Owen's death. These three episodes, which deal with
Compo's death and funeral, contain some of Roy Clarke's best writing.
Although these episodes still have humour they are also surprisingly
moving at times and there is some terrific 'straight' acting by the
cast in some scenes - especially Peter Sallis as Cleggy. Compo was
Cleggy's best friend for decades so he feels the loss more than anyone.

(22)
Last of the Summer Wine became more of an ensemble piece as it went on
with a larger collection of characters than the early years. It is
sometimes assumed this was a consequence of the core characters getting
older and lessening their workload but Roy Clarke said making the cast
larger was something he decided to do simply because it gave him more
scope with his scripts. Roy also said that he enjoyed all the
supporting characters they'd created so he wanted to make them a
permanent part of the show and use them more. 

(23) Roy Clarke
said the Summer Wine rarely got a good review once the audience figures
got massive. The more popular the show became the sniffier the reviews
from critics got. 

(24) Seymour, Edie, Glenda and Barry made
their first appearances in the 1986 New Year special Uncle of the
Bride. We learn in this episode that Foggy has moved to Bridlington to
take over an egg painting business. Just over 18 million people watched
Uncle of the Bride when it was first broadcast. Viewing figures like
that would be impossible today. Uncle of the Bride was broadcast at a
time when there were four television channels and the internet and
streaming didn't exist. There wasn't much else to watch!

(25) In
1988, a prequel show titled First of the Summer Wine began on the BBC.
The show was set in 1939 and revolved around the familiar Summer Wine
characters - only in their younger years. David Fenwick played Cleggy,
Paul Wyett was Compo, and Richard Lumsden was Foggy. We also meet
younger versions of Wally and Nora. Paul McLain played Seymour - which
didn't make much sense in continuity terms because in Last of the
Summer the characters Compo and Clegg don't seem to know Seymour when
they first meet him! Peter Sallis played the father of Clegg in First
of the Summer Wine. First of the Summer Wine ran to two series in the
end. It was quite pleasant but it didn't really catch on or become a
big hit. The fact that it was a period show and so quite expensive to
make (what with the costumes and 1930s trappings) was probably the
reason why it didn't last very long. 

(26) After the death of
John Comer as Sid, Jonathan Linsley joined the cast in 1984 as Sid and
Ivy's hulking nephew 'Crusher' Milburn. Crusher was a gentle giant who
worked at the cafe for Ivy. Jonathan Linsley left the show in 1987
because he lost about fourteen stone in weight and was almost
unrecognisable compared to how he looked as Crusher. Linsley said that
the BBC were rather vague about whether Crusher would be in any new
episodes so he decided to move on with his career and lose some weight
for health reasons. The BBC then said that they wanted him back but by
now it was too late because he had lost half his body weight! Jonathan
said it was probably for the best that he left the show because he
probably would have been typecast had he played Crusher for too long.
He later appeared in two Pirates of the Caribbean movies. Around the
time that he left Summer Wine, Jonathan appeared in commercials for
John Smith’s Yorkshire Bitter with Jane Freeman. Jonathan said he made
a lot more money doing these commercials than he did on Summer Wine! 

(27)
Danny O'Dea, born Peter Anthony Joseph Daniel Wrenshall in 1911, played
Eli in Last of the Summer Wine from 1986 to 2002. Eli was essentially a
Yorkshire version of Mr Magoo and would have a little comic cameo in
most episodes. The jaunty music cue would herald a comic vignette of
short-sighted capers featuring Eli. Eli never really featured in the
plots of the episodes - though occasionally the main trio would try to
enlist his help in some task without much success.

Danny O'Dea
was from the music hall tradition and worked with many big names in
comedy. He did pantomimes and his other credits include All Creatures
Great and Small and Victoria Wood. Danny O'Dea passed away in 2002.
Although the deaths of actors were usually written into the show (in
that their characters would become past tense in the show - indicating
that they had passed in Summer Wine) this was not done to explain why
Eli was no longer in the show. This is presumably because Eli was a
cameo player and not involved in many scenes or the plots. Eli was
originally brought into the show as a friend of Wally Batty but stayed
on after the death of Joe Gladwin.

(28) Producer and director
Alan J W Bell had what you might describe as a strained relationship
with the BBC in the last few years of the show. Alan complained that
the BBC were constantly cutting the budget on Summer Wine and had been
trying to get rid of the show for years.

(29) Pearl, Howard, and
Marina were first introduced in the Summer Wine play produced for the
stage. Bill Owen and Peter Sallis reprised their roles as Compo and
Clegg but Brian Wilde declined to take part. Howard was initially
played by Kenneth Waller (best known as the grumpy Grandad in the
sitcom Bread) while Pearl was played by a local actress. Robert Fyfe
replaced Waller in the role of Howard and Juliette Kaplan took the role
of Pearl. These two actors were then cast as Howard and Peal in the
television show and stayed until the end - appearing in hundreds of
episodes.

(30) Juliette Kaplan had never even heard of Last of the Summer Wine when she was cast in the stage show as Pearl!

(31)
Jean Fergusson as Marina was another person who went into the
television show from the stage play. Jean Fergusson was a prolific
stage actress and combined Summer Wine with touring in plays. Jean won
many plaudits for her role as Hylda Baker in the play She Knows, You
Know. 

(32) Roy Clarke said that Last of the Summer Wine was a
'love letter to the past'. The characters in the show and the place
they live frequently seem largely untouched by the modern world. 

(33)
Stephen Lewis as Smiler made his first appearance in Summer Wine in the
series ten episode That Certain Smile. Smiler's nickname is not used in
this episode. His real name is Clem Hemmingway. In the episode, the
trio try to sneak Smiler's dog to his hospital room to cheer him up.
Smiler would later return and become a regular character. He was a
lollipop man, a lodger with Nora Batty, and then worked for Auntie
Wainwright. I'm not which is worse - lodging with Nora or working for
Auntie Wainwright!

Stephen Lewis was obviously most famous for
playing the comical and long suffering jobsworth Inspector Cyril
"Blakey" Blake in On the Buses. Stephen Lewis brought a lot of Blakey's
lugubrious exasperation to the part of the world weary Smiler. Stephen
Lewis left Summer Wine after series twenty-eight due to ill health. Tom
Simmonite later mentions that Smiler just 'disappeared'. 

(34)
Mike Grady appeared in 161 episodes of Last of the Summer Wine as the
mild mannered building society employee Barry Wilkinson. Barry was
introduced in the feature length special Uncle of the Bride in 1986.
Mike left the show in 1990 for six years before returning in 1996 and
staying until the end. Mike's hiatus was to do other acting work. Mike
Grady has many acting credits to his name. He has been in films like
The Return of the Pink Panther, Carry On Loving, and Sherlock Holmes: A
Game of Shadows. Mike was in his fifties when he returned to Summer
Wine for his second stint but the other characters still call him
'lad'! Barry is quite rare in Summer Wine in that he is a husband but
has a happy marriage and a friendly, gentle wife who is kind to him!
  
(35) Bill Owen once said of Compo - "I am not at all like him but we probably share a zest for living."

(36)
Yvette Fielding, later best known as the presenter of the paranormal
investigation show Most Haunted, appeared in the 1988 Christmas special
as Crusher's girlfriend Fran.

(37) Roy Clarke said that health
and safety regulations eventually put a stop to the crazy stunts they
used to do on Last of the Summer Wine! 

(38) Barnpot is a
northern slang word for someone who is a bit daft. Cleggy is fond of
this word - especially in relation to Foggy!

(39) In the scenes
where Compo gets a bucket of water poured over his head by Nora Batty,
Bill Owen always insisted on doing this himself rather than use a
double. Bill thought it was funnier if the viewers saw it was really
him (Compo) getting drenched.

(40) Mike Grady said that when he
was in Summer Wine he never got to know Bill Owen or Brian Wilde very
well because neither of them were very social people and they tended to
keep themselves to themselves. Mike said they were both very nice but
just quite private and shy men in real life.

(41) Norman Clegg
was a Co-op lino (linoleum) salesman. Cleggy is the first to admit that
this wasn't the most exciting job in the world!

(42) The Robin
Hood obsessed Billy Hardcastle made his first appearance in the 1999
episode How Errol Flynn Discovered the Secret Scar of Nora Batty. After
a couple more guest spots, Billy became a regular in the 22nd series.
Billy essentially replaced Compo in the end and the new main trio
became Cleggy, Truly, and Billy for a time. Billy was played by Keith
Clifford. After appearing in 66 episodes of Summer Wine, Keith decided
to leave the show in 2006 so that he could do other acting work. In
2007 he took a role in Coronation Street - a show in which he'd played
other characters in the past. 

(43) The character of Hobbo
Hobdyke, played by Russ Abbot, is a former milkman who believes he was
a Jason Bourne type spy who worked for MI5 but then had many of his
memories wiped. Foggy Dewhurst (on whom Hobo is clearly based) had a
degree of plausibility in that he was romantic and nostalgic about his
time in the forces and so had embellished that period in his
imagination. We get the impression that Foggy has told so many tall
tales about his army career that he actually believes them. Hobo on the
other hand is just a bit too silly and implausible.

The
character of Hobo, for some fans, did not really work in the twilight
of Summer Wine. Besides the fact that Hobo felt like a slightly
tiresome rehash of Foggy, one of the other problems is that Russ Abbot
becomes the dominant comic character in the new trio and so Brian
Murphy in particular, who was quite funny as Alvin in previous series,
is too often now reduced to simply just standing there reacting to
whatever Russ Abbot is doing. The character of Alvin is plainly hobbled
by this new dynamic. One can sort of understand the strategy in that
the show was seeking to replicate past chemistry by having Alvin and
Entwistle paired with a Walter Mitty type 'leader' (as Foggy was) but
it didn't really work terribly well. The memorable Foggy/Cleggy/Compo
dynamic and chemistry was simply impossible to replicate with different
actors. 

(44) Juliette Kaplan looked nothing like Pearl in real
life. Occasionally in the show they have Pearl shed her 'battleaxe'
outfit and look more glamorous or conventional. In these scenes we see
that Howard is always a trifle confused and disturbed to see that his
wife is actually quite attractive when she wants to be!

(45) The
episode titled When You take a Good Bite, Yorkshire Tastes Terrible was
a personal favourite of Roy Clarke and Peter Sallis. This is a very
enjoyable episode because Cleggy, usually the last person to volunteer
for anything, decides to complete a series of challenges in memory of
an old friend who has recently died. When You take a Good Bite,
Yorkshire Tastes Terrible is a very sweet episode. It was rather
bittersweet one behind the scenes too because it marked the last ever
appearance in the show of Wally Batty. Joe Gladwin passed away a few
weeks before this episode was broadcast.

(46) Despite being the
world's longest running sitcom, Summer Wine did not get a special
farewell episode. "I returned home and found an email which said that
there would be no filming of the series the following year," said Alan
J W Bell. "At first I thought it was a joke, for I had discussed my
strategy with the Head of Comedy, but it was true." 

(47) Roy
Clarke, by contrast, said the end of the show was not a surprise to him
nor even a disappointment. "A lot of the stories questioned if I had
any bad feeling toward the BBC. I’m a freelance – who could complain
about a company that has given you 40 years of work? All good things
must come to an end is a cliche but it’s true. The end was bound to
happen and I’ve got great respect and gratitude for the Beeb for
supporting us all these years. I’ve also got to thank the audience for
being so faithful. We’ve always had respectable viewing figures and
that’s because of them; they are the reason it’s lasted so long. The
timing is right because we’re all getting so doddery!"

(48) Roy
Clarke said he was very surprised to be asked to write a script for the
Comedy Playhouse (which obviously led to Summer Wine becoming a series)
because at the time he didn't think of himself as a comedy writer. 

(49)
Brian Wilde as Foggy left Last of the Summer Wine in 1985 - though he
would of course return in 1990. It is believed that, when Brian Wilde
first started to hint he might be leaving the show, Fulton Mackay, best
known of course for starring in Porridge (alongside Wilde), was
contacted about the possibility of replacing Wilde in Last of the
Summer Wine. One can certainly imagine Mackay, who was a fine comic
actor and good at playing somewhat pompous characters, making a good
foil for Compo and Clegg. Sadly though, Fulton Mackay died of cancer in
1987 so if he had been cast ill health would have made his tenure in
Summer Wine very short. 

(50) Kathy Staff appeared in 243
episodes of Last of the Summer Wine as the formidable broom wielding
Nora Batty. Kathy decided to leave the show when Bill Owen died because
she said it wouldn't be the same but she was persuaded to come back.
Sadly, Kathy died a few years before the show ended. Nora's absence in
the show was explained by her looking after relatives in Australia.
Kathy Staff was a very gentle woman in real life so it took a good
costume and some even better acting to turn her into the stern Nora. 

(51)
Kathy Staff was best known for Nora Batty but she actually appeared in
more episodes of the soap opera Crossroads than she did Summer Wine.
Kathy was in 324 episodes of Crossroads as Doris Luke.  

(52)
One thing that hasn't aged well in some of the Summer Wine episodes is
the use of back projection when the characters are in a car - or
sometimes even when Compo is involved in a stunt. Back projection tends
to look very fake so it takes us out the scene. Thankfully though they
didn't do this all the time.

(53) Peter Sallis had known Michael
Bates for 20 years before they played Cleggy and Blamire in the early
series of Summer Wine. The two had appeared in a couple of plays
together. Peter said that Michael Bates was a perfectionist who liked
to keep doing scenes until they were perfect. 

(54) Robert
Fyfe, who played Howard, was from Scotland in real life. You wouldn't
know it though because his Yorkshire accent in the show is pretty good.
The same can be said of Bill Owen - who was a southerner in real life.
Peter Sallis confessed that he never really made a serious attempt to
do a strong Yorkshire accent as Cleggy - lest it should come off wrong.
Peter slips into his own accent at times on the show, especially later
on, but you don't really notice much. 

(55) There is rarely any
car traffic in Last of the Summer Wine - especially on the country
roads the main trio walk. This is because roads were usually blocked
off and closed for shooting. It obviously would have been nigh on
impossible to shoot scenes if there was a chance of a car or lorry
suddenly thundering past. You often see traffic off in the distance
though. 

(56) Viewers who got into Summer Wine through repeats
on freeview are doubtless a bit confused as to why Foggy is suddenly
gone in the episode Beware of the Oglethorpe and has been replaced by
Herbert "Truly" Truelove. Why is Foggy's absence not mentioned at all?
Well, this was addressed in the 1997 Christmas special There Goes the
Groom. In this episode we meet Truly for the first time and Foggy
proposes marriage to a post lady in Blackpool - thus explaining why the
character has left the show. Brian Wilde wasn't actually in this
episode and a drunken Foggy was depicted by a body double (Colin
Harris).

The freeview repeats of Summer Wine tend not to show
the (longer) Christmas specials (at least not in order with the
traditional episodes) so a lot of Summer Wine fans who only watched the
repeats on freeview may have missed the Christmas special which
explains what happened to Foggy. Truly was only supposed to appear in
this Christmas special but Brian Wilde decided not to return due to
poor health so Frank Thornton as Truly replaced Foggy in series
nineteen. It was actually Brian Wilde who suggested Thornton as his
replacement in the Christmas special (which Wilde did not appear due to
a scheduling problem and a bad leg) but Thornton went from being a
temporary replacement to a permanent one. 

(57) The character
of Truly seemed a bit ill-defined at first because Frank Thornton was
plainly having to play scripts that were written for Brian Wilde's
Foggy. Frank Thornton was eventually able to put his own stamp on
Truly. What was especially good about Frank Thornton's performance was
the way he crafted a very believable and warm friendship between Cleggy
and Truly. This was most in evidence during the poignant episodes that
dealt with Compo's death. In these episodes the kind and loyal Truly
offers invaluable support to the distraught Cleggy.

(58) Circa
2014, there was an attempt to do a Last of the Summer Wine spin-off
show featuring Ken Kitson as PC Cooper and Louis Emerick as PC Walsh -
the two somewhat lazy and timid police officers who frequently popped
up in Last of the Summer Wine. The two officers were usually parked in
some remote rural spot to avoid doing any police work but inevitably
chanced upon some crackpot 'barnpottery' which had abounded from the
main trio of characters. A pilot of Cooper and Walsh was released in
2014 over the go-fund-me website. It did not though result in a full
series. Tony Capstick also played the 'second police officer' alongside
Kitson. Tony Captstick died in 2003. In the show his departure is
explained by his character having been transferred to the police in
Huddersfield. 

(59) There is a speculative fan theory that
Pearl is related to Cleggy's late wife Edith. This theory therefore
explains why Pearl seems to have a soft spot for Cleggy. It is purely a
fan theory though. Another explanation for why Marina seems to like
Clegg ("Norman Clegg that was!") is Cleggy's revelation that he was
once trapped in a lift with Marina and she had to comfort him. Despite
this though, Clegg is plainly terrified of Marina!

(60) Norman
Clegg was married to Edith from 1940 to 1971. Edith is only mentioned
once by name in Summer Wine although Cleggy does make a number of
references to his marriage throughout the show. Given that Cleggy seems
to be terrified of women it is hard to believe that he had a wife! We
get the impression, from the occasional references to her, that Edith
probably wasn't the biggest barrel of laughs and Cleggy was probably a
bit under the thumb. However, there are also some very subtle hints
that Clegg misses his wife.

(61) Trevor Bannister played Toby
Mulberry Smith in Summer Wine. Toby is the captain of the golf club and
later Barry's next door neighbour. Trevor Bannister had previously
played a tailor in the 1992 Summer Wine episode Who's Got Rhythm? He
appeared in 24 episodes of Summer Wine and was a regular character in
its last days. Trevor Bannister was a good friend of Frank Thornton
because they had both obviously been prominent cast members in Are You
Being Served?

(62) Roy Clarke admitted that the characters of
Alvin and Billy didn't work when they were put together because they
were too similar. It worked better when there was just one of them and
they presented more of a contrast to the other main characters. By way
of example, Billy sort of worked with with Cleggy and Truly because he
was different from them - just as Compo had been. Billy complimented
Cleggy and Truly but with Alvin and Billy it felt like they occupied
the same comedic space to the point where they almost started to cancel
one another out. 

(63) After the death of Bill Owen, his son
Tom Owen joined the show in 2000 as Compo's long lost son Tom
Simmonite. Tom was an actor like his father and had appeared in shows
like Minder and Upstairs, Downstairs. He had also previously made
appearances in Summer Wine in background or guest parts. It is probably
fair to say that for some fans the character of Tom Simmonite didn't
quite work. Tom Simmonite was a bit of a shyster at first in the show,
hiding in his allotment shed from the repo man, clowning with a puppet
dog, and coming up with dubious business schemes. He and Lolly Minerva
Avery (Julie T. Wallace) had a bus. Mrs Avery was a fake fortune
teller. None of this stuff worked terribly well and none of it was very
funny. The character of Babs Avery (Helen Turaya), Mrs Avery's niece,
was deemed so unfunny and unpopular she disappeared after a few
episodes. Tom Simmonite's role in the show was gradually reduced and he
became a background character who worked for Auntie Wainwright and
knocked around with Smiler. At the start it was apparently the plan
that Tom Simmonite would replace Compo in the main trio but they
obviously didn't go through with this in the end. Tom Owen didn't have
any obvious comic chemistry with Peter Sallis or Frank Thornton and he
also tended to mug his lines and jokes a trifle too much in his early
episodes. It was a nice idea to bring in Bill Owen's son but,
ultimately, it didn't quite work as well as they might have hoped. To
be fair though, Tom did get better in the show later on and had a
likeable screen presence. He made a good double act with Smiler. I
should point out that for some fans it was the reverse in that they
preferred the first version Tom as the wheeler/dealer con-man rather
than the later Tom working for Auntie Wainwright. It's all down to
personal opinion really. 

(64) Thora Bird played Edie in Summer
Wine right up to her death in 2003. Thora was in her nineties in her
last episodes so they had to use a stand in for scenes where Edie is
standing up because Thora wasn't mobile anymore. 
(65) When he left
Summer Wine in 1985, Brian Wilde starred in a BBC sitcom called Wyatt's
Watchdogs in which he played a retired soldier named Major John Wyatt
who forms a Neighbourhood Watch group made up of somewhat incompetent
local characters. The show was co-created by Alan J W Bell, who was of
course a long running director and producer on Summer Wine. The
character Brian Wilde played in Wyatt's Watchdogs had some obvious
similarities with Foggy although Wyatt, on the whole, was more
assertive and brave than Foggy (who always talked a good game but was
usually hopeless in a confrontation). Wyatt's Watchdogs never really
caught on and was axed after one series - which paved the way for Brian
Wilde to return to Summer Wine when Michael Aldridge (who played
Seymour) left the show to look after his sick wife. It is said that
Brian Wilde left Summer Wine in 1985 partly due to creative
disagreements with Alan J W Bell but they obviously must have patched
things up On Wyatt's Watchdogs because Brian returned as Foggy in 1990.


(66) Christopher Beeny joined the cast of Summer Wine in 2001
as the "Repo Man" Herman Teesdale - who was always trying to track down
Tom Simmonite. The character later changed his name to Morton Beemish
and cultivated a friendship with (a rather reluctant) Barry. Beemish
then became a sort of lodger/skivvy for Toby Mulberry Smith. He was in
27 episodes in all. Christopher Beeny was best known for his role as
Edward in Upstairs, Downstairs and also for the period sitcom In Loving
Memory - in which he starred with Thora Hird.

(67) At the start
of Summer Wine, Nora Batty was not intended to be a prominent or
regular character but Roy Clarke liked Nora and Kathy Staff's
performance so much he expanded her role in the show. 

(68) The feature length special Uncle Of The Bride is the first episode in the show where it is mentioned that Sid has died. 

(69)
Howard must be the worst liar in Yorkshire. After hundreds of episodes
being caught with Marina, in all manner of places, he still insists
that he 'hardly knows the lady'!

(70) The episode Catching
Digby's Donkey, which aired in March 1985, marked the first appearance
of Howard, Pearl, and Marina. These characters became regulars and
Howard's endless (and usually doomed) attempts to sneak away from Pearl
to see Marina without being detected became a fixture in the show. 

(71)
Michael Bates said that he was very sad that poor health forced his
character Blamire to be written out of Summer Wine. Bates said he was
touched when he saw the first episode after his departure and Cleggy
reads out the letter from Blamire. 
 
(72) Compo is clearly
a man who loves his grub. He especially enjoys the puddings that Nora
will occasionally make for him and also the sticky buns at Ivy's cafe. 

(73)
In a lot of old BBC sitcoms, when the characters go to a pub it is
obvious they are in a studio set which is made to look like a pub.
Summer Wine was different because they often filmed in real pubs. It
must have been a bit of a palava getting the crew and camera equipment
into a pub!

(74) What is especially nice about the episode
Return of the Warrior (in which Foggy returns after five years away) is
that the episode includes a nice scene at the start where Seymour says
goodbye to Cleggy and Compo before taking up a teaching post. It makes
the episode more satisfying to actually see Seymour before he leaves.

(75)
There were plans for Seymour to come back to Summer Wine later and make
guest appearances but sadly the health of Michael Aldridge didn't allow
for this.

(76) The legendary stage and screen actress Dora Bryan
first appeared in Last of the Summer Wine in 2000 as Roz Utterthwaite -
the sister of Edie and Seymour. Dora appeared in 50 episodes of Summer
Wine before leaving the show in 2005 due to ill health. The character
of Roz was sort of replaced by June Whitfield as Nelly. Nelly was a
member of the ladies coffee sessions and also a friend of Pearl. Nelly
stayed in the show until the end although June Whitfield, for some
reason, did not appear in the last episode. June Whitfield previously
appeared in Summer Wine in 2001 playing a different character. In the
2001 Christmas Special Potts in Pole Position, June played a character
named Delphi Potts and Warren Mitchell (Alf Garnett himself) played her
husband. 

(77) Peter Sallis and some of the cast would often
stay in a hotel near Huddersfield when they shot Summer Wine. Bill
Owen, who didn't seem to like hotels much, would rent a cottage. 

(78)
You can see a photograph of Edie in Glenda and Barry's house in the
last three series of Summer Wine. In the late 1990s episodes, Glenda
has a photograph of Seymour in her house. 

(79) In his early
appearances in Summer Wine, Wesley Pegden is shown to be fond of
listening to loud rock music when he is driving. This is clearly
something that Edie would definitely not allow him to do at home!

(80)
It was Juliette Kaplan's idea for Pearl to always wear something on her
head - like a beret. This is because the wig they gave Juliette kept
flapping in the wind.

(81) The classic Getting Sam Home special
episode was based on a Summer Wine novel Roy Clarke had written in
1974. In the novel Blamire is one of the characters. Foggy obviously
replaced Blamire in the film. 

(82) Compo has a rather large
extended family and we saw quite a lot of his relatives in early
series. They stopped doing this at some point.

(83) Alan J W
Bell said it was quite a major task scouting the locations in the
countryside for Summer Wine. He said the most annoying thing, which
happened occasionally, was finding that some other production crew was
in the area shooting in more or less the same place!

(84) We never do find out in the show what was in Compo's matchbox (which would so alarm anyone who had a peek inside). 

(85)
In his initial appearances in Summer Wine, Billy Hardcastle wore a full
Robin Hood costume with tights and hat. This was later modified to a
more conventional green waterproof coat. 

(86) Foggy's walking
stick was not because Brian Wilde had a bad leg but purely an
affectation for the character. Foggy is a bit pretentious and probably
thinks a walking stick makes him look more distinguished.

(87)
Alan J W Bell said that when he directed the show he liked to have a
shot of the main trio walking in the countryside before they actually
said anything. Alan said that Brian Wilde was sometimes a bit irritated
by having to do all this walking!

(88) Compo is prone to
breaking into song to amuse himself from time to time. Bill Owen was
allowed to improvise these moments and choose the songs that Compo
would sing. 

(89) Peter Sallis said in an interview that Full
Steam Behind was one of the episodes he loved the most. This is the
classic episode where Foggy's desire to look at steam trains leads to
all manner of train related trouble. 

(90) When he took over as
director on the show, Alan J W Bell got rid of shooting scenes at the
BBC television centre and introduced more location shooting. Bell would
show the episodes to a live audience in a theatre and their laughter
would be used over the shows. Alan was always irritated when Summer
Wine was accused of having fake canned laughter because this wasn't
true. One clever and pleasant thing Alan did during the live screenings
too was to get Summer Wine cast members to appear at the start like a
warm up act. 

(91) Josephine Tewson joined the cast of Summer
Wine in 2003 as the librarian Miss Davenport and stayed until the end -
appearing in 62 episodes. Josephine also played Elizabeth "Liz" Warden
in Roy Clarke's Keeping Up Appearances. In addition to a rich stage
career, Josephine Tewson had a long history when it came to comedy
shows. Her credits included The Two Ronnies, The Dick Emery Show, Terry
and June, and Larry Grayson. She was also in the short-lived Ronnie
Barker sitcom Clarence.

(92) Burt Kwouk joined the cast of
Summer Wine in 2002 as Electrical Entwistle and stayed until the end.
Entwistle ferried the characters around in his truck and was usually
paired up with Alvin. The character dispensed amusing little comic
asides. Burt Kwouk had an incredible CV and was in many big movies. He
was best known though for his role as Cato, the karate chopping
manservant of Inspector Clouseau, in the Pink Panther films.

(93)
Mike Grady said that although Barry Wilkinson was usually depicted as
the 'young' character in Summer Wine he actually had his free bus pass
by the time it ended!

(94) Foggy's real name is Walter C. Dewhurst. "Foggy" comes from the English folk song Foggy Foggy Dew. 

(95)
Asked what his favourite era of Summer Wine was, Roy Clarke seemed to
suggest he liked the early ones the best - with Blamire and the first
run with Foggy. 

(96) The episode titled Walking Stiff Can Make
You Famous is a rarity because we see Foggy's house. Though we often go
inside the homes of Cleggy and Compo we rarely got a look at where
Foggy lives. There are only a couple of episodes where we see Foggy's
abode. 

(97) Sid's Cafe in Summer Wine used to be a fish &
chip shop and was a paint store for the ironmongers next door when the
BBC saw it and decided to use it as a location. It is now a real cafe
that you can visit. In the show it is fairly obvious that they use the
exterior but when the characters are inside the cafe they are in a
studio. The cafe has nothing in front of it outside but in some
episodes there is a wall right outside the window - which doesn't make
any sense!

(98) In the 1970s it was common for popular
television sitcoms to get a film version for cinema release. Shows like
Dad's Army, On the Buses, Man About the House, Bless This House, The
Likely Lads, Love Thy Neighbour, Please Sir!, Steptoe and Son, Rising
Damp, Porridge, For the Love of Ada, and more all got films. However,
this did not happen with Last of the Summer Wine and it seems there was
never any serious consideration to doing this. One could say though
that Getting Sam Home was basically the summer Wine spin-off movie and
some of the feature length Christmas specials were also like Summer
Wine movies. Maybe it is for the best that they didn't do a Summer Wine
spin off film in the 1970s of Cleggy, Compo, and Foggy going on a
package holiday to Spain or something!

(99) It is generally
series five of Summer Wine where Compo performing some bizarre comical
stunt (usually thanks to Foggy) became a fairly common fixture in the
show. 

(100) Although he had no interest in writing a special
farewell episode of Summer Wine, Roy Clarke did, in a departure for
him, write the last series in serial form because he suspected it would
be the last. 

(101) Even though Roy Clarke had a fairly good
idea that Summer Wine was ending when he did he said he decided not to
write a 'farewell' episode just in case someone at the BBC decided they
wanted it to come back.

(102) Compo's habit of groping of Nora
and Ivy is something in Summer Wine that seems dated and somewhat
jarring from a modern perspective. You definitely wouldn't be able to
do these scenes today. If we were to offer some mitigation we could say
though that Compo does know when to draw the line and usually comes off
worse in these encounters as they often result in him being the victim
of a bucket of water, a broom in the face, or a tea tray being clanked
over his head.

(103) Despite all their trysts and secret
meetings, it seems that Howard and Marina never got any further than
holding hands or riding their bikes together!

(104) Last of the
Summer Wine has been praised for its refreshing depiction of old age.
The characters in the show are clearly knocking on (especially in later
series) but they still embrace life and find a way to have fun and be
silly. 

(105) John Cleese made a very brief cameo appearance in the 1993 Christmas special Welcome to Earth.

(106)
One big difference between Foggy and his last replacement Truly is that
Truly seems to be respected by the supporting characters in the show.
Poor old Foggy never got much respect from anyone!

(107) The
real location for Barry and Glenda's house exterior in Summer Wine is
Green Abbey, Hade Edge, Holmfirth. The interior scenes where Barry and
Glenda are inside the house were shot in a studio.

(108) Michael
Bates had an amazing film career before playing Blamire in Summer Wine.
He was in Hitchcock's classic suspense thriller Frenzy, Kubrick's A
Clockwork Orange, Bedazzled, Battle of Britain, Dunkirk, I'm Alright
Jack, and many others. Perhaps his finest hour came when he played
General Bernard Montgomery in the Oscar winning biopic Patton. Field
Marshal Bernard Law Montgomery (1887–1976), known as "Monty", was the
most famous British general to emerge from the war. 

(109) Last
of the Summer Wine is especially enjoyable because in addition to the
gentle comedy it explores themes like the importance of community, the
value of friendship, and the simplicity and charms of rural life. The
show feels very rooted in nature - which the central trio use as a
place to escape from the real world and have adventures.

(110)
Jean Fergusson said that wearing Marina's flirty blouses and
mini-skirts near the end of the show was a bit strange because in real
life she was an old age pensioner!

(111) Roy Clarke was not
happy when Bill Owen was floated as a possibility to play Compo in Last
of the Summer Wine. Bill Owen was not only a Londoner but arguably best
known for playing authority types. He was also quite a dapper man in
real life. All in all he seemed a million miles away from Clarke's
conception of Compo. However, Bill Owen was a brilliant actor and
proved to be inspired casting as Compo. Roy Clarke said it was only
when he watched Bill Owen in character as Compo on the screen that he
realised what a gifted physical comic actor Bill was. Bill Owen brought
all of the little quirks and qualities to Compo that made the character
fully formed and completely unique.

(112) It was Roy Clarke who
picked Peter Sallis to play Cleggy. Roy had worked with Peter before
and thought he was a terrific actor. Peter Sallis was often cast as
villains or unfaithful husbands so it was very clever of Roy Clarke to
judge that Peter would make a likable comic actor in Summer Wine. 

(113)
A new series of Summer Wine was in production when Bill Owen died. Roy
Clarke later said that had Bill Owen died between series the BBC might
well have decided to pull the plug on the show. 

(114) After
1991, the show was always shot on film. One can certainly see the
difference when you watch the videotape episodes. They don't seem as
lavish and nice to look at. 

(115) It is a great tribute to
Brian Wilde that Foggy, although a fantasist and someone who can be
quite annoying and pompous at the best of times, still comes across as
sympathetic - even likable. When the character came back to the show in
Return of the Warrior we even feel affection when we see Foggy again. 

(116) Believe it or not, Holmfirth now has its own vineyard. 

(117)
Kathy Staff once said in an interview that she thought Nora Batty has
some affection for Compo but was too reserved and stubborn to ever
admit this or tell him.

(118) Brian Murphy as Alvin Smedley made his first appearance in the 2003 episode The Lair of the Cat Creature.

(119)
Gordon Wharmby was a decorator before he became an actor quite late in
life. He appeared in acclaimed televisions productions like Edge of
Darkness and A Very British Coup. Gordon died of cancer in 2002 only a
few days before he was due to begin filming on Summer Wine again.
Gordon Wharmby was only 68 when he died. It was a great loss to the
show because Wesley Pegden had become a very familiar and likable
character.

(120) Norman Wisdom made his first guest appearance
in Summer Wine in the 1995 episode The Man Who Nearly Knew Pavarotti.
He would appear in seven episodes in all. 

(121) Colin Bennett
appears in the 1999 episode Will Barry Go Septic Despite Listening to
Classical Music? Colin Bennett was a familar face to early 1980s kids
as Mr Bennett in the children's art show Take Hart.

(122) The
formula of the 'main trio' in Summer Wine was that Cleggy and Compo are
paired with someone who assumes the role of leader. Blamire, with his
military bearing, assumed this role early on - though Clegg was
somewhat more assertive in those early shows. Foggy naturally thought
of himself as a born leader and took it upon himself to take charge of
Cleggy and Compo. Foggy, though he'd be the last to admit it, was a
hopeless leader though and his best laid plans were guaranteed to go
wrong. Truly, as befitting a former police officer of some standing,
proved to be a more competent leader than Foggy. In fact, in contrast
to Foggy, a lot of Truly's plans actually worked!

(123) In the Summer Wine pilot, Wally Batty (who was unseen) was named Harold. 

(124)
It's a shame really that, for whatever reason, Jane Freeman as Ivy
doesn't appear in the final Last of the Summer Wine episode. 

(125) Last of the Summer Wine holds the Guinness World Record for the longest-running sitcom in the world.
 
(126) Holmfirth was not an easy location to shoot a television show because it had narrow streets. 

(127)
One of the obvious charms of Last of the Summer Wine is that, set in
picturesque Yorkshire countryside, the show transports viewers into a
simpler and more idyllic world, away from the pressures and
complexities of modern life. Many of us have found comfort watching
Summer Wine during difficult times in our lives. 

(128) One
thing which is slightly disappointing about the episodes which deal
with Compo's death is that there is no appearance by Foggy or even a
mention of Foggy. Brian Wilde said he declined an invitation to appear
in these episodes because he didn't want the return of Foggy to
distract from the show paying tribute to Compo and Bill Owen. However,
it would have been a nice touch if we at least saw that Foggy had sent
a wreath for Compo or a letter to Cleggy. For some reason though, Foggy
is not mentioned at all.

(129) The final Summer Wine episode,
How Not to Cry at Weddings, had an audience of 5.71m in Britain when it
went out. Those are very decent viewing figures by today's standards. 

(130)
Roy Clarke said that Cleggy was the character in the show that was
based the most on himself. This is probably a somewhat unsurprising
fact because you wouldn't expect Roy Clarke to be like Compo or Howard
or many of the other Summer Wine characters in real life!

(131)
Before she died, Jean Alexander said that Auntie Wainwright was her
favourite role out of all the parts she had played in her career.

(132)
The veteran actress Barbara Young joined Summer Wine in 2008 as Nora
Batty's sister Stella. Barbara was brought in to replace Kathy Staff.
Stella was looking after Nora's house in the show and became a member
of the ladies 'coffee morning'. Barbara Young also played Florrie - the
wife of Barry's cousin. 

(133) The comedian (and actor) Bobby
Ball made three appearances in Summer Wine from 2005 to 2008 as Lenny -
The Swan Man of Ilkley. Bobby's comedy partner Tommy Cannon also joined
him in the show. 

(134) It is impossible to say when Last of
the Summer Wine 'jumped the shark' (as they say) or if it ever jumped
the shark at all because this is purely subjective and down to one's
personal opinion. Many people enjoyed the show in all its various eras.
It would be fair to say though that some fans felt it was never quite
the same when Foggy left for the last time and the show was plainly
never the same without Compo when Bill Owen sadly passed away. In fact,
some fans think that the touching episodes which dealt with Compo's
funeral would have made a fitting swansong. What clearly didn't help
either later on was the unavoidable fact that Peter Sallis was getting
old and had trouble with his eyesight. The show couldn't get insurance
for Peter to do outdoor scenes anymore so Cleggy became a supporting
character who made cameos from his armchair - usually with Truly.
Summer Wine was just not the same with Cleggy as a mere supporting
character because he was always the heart of the show - the everyman
who wittily observed everything and served as our window into this
world. 

(135) The 2000 Millennium Special episode Last Post and
Pigeon, in which Compo travels (with Clegg and Truly) to France to
visit World War 2 graves, was especially poignant when it first aired
because Bill Owen had recently died. Bill had filmed this special and
three episodes of series 21 before he died. One can plainly see that
Bill is not very well in these episodes as Compo seems gaunt and frail.


(136) Julie T. Wallace, who played Mrs (Lolly Minerva) Avery,
shot to fame in the BBC miniseries The Life and Loves of a She-Devil.
Julie was in a Bond film too. She played Rosika Miklos in The Living
Daylights - which marked the debut of Timothy Dalton as 007.

(137)
Brian Glover made a guest appearance in the Summer Wine episode titled
Keeping Britain Tidy. Brian played Oggie Buttercluff.

(138)
Louis Emerick played PC Walsh in Last of the Summer Wine in 1988-1989
and later returned in 2004 after the death of Tony Capstick (who had
previously been the sidekick to Ken Kitson as PC Cooper). Louis Emerick
stayed until the end of the series. He has done many things but is best
known for his role as Mick Johnson in Brookside - the famous
Liverpudlian soap opera on Channel 4. Louis Emerick was in 223 episodes
of Brookside. 

(139) Billy Hardcastle is always complaining
about his wife and sister in the show but we never actually meet them.
This 'unseen character' device means we have to imagine them for
ourselves. 

(140) We see a shot of the grave of Clegg's wife Edith in the pilot Of Funerals and Fish.

(141)
Cleggy is a key character in Summer Wine because he 'grounds' the
classic main trio and is the glue that connects them. Clegg is the more
realistic everyman in the middle of Compo's laid-back clowning and
Foggy's pomposity and hare-brained schemes. If Clegg wasn't there as
the link between them it is hard to believe that Compo and Foggy would
willingly knock around with one another all the time.

(142) According to her IMDB page, Helen Turaya doesn't have any acting credits since playing Babs in Summer Wine in 2000. 

(143) Bill Owen was made an honorary Yorkshireman for his part as Compo. 

(144)
Brian Wilde's son said in an interview that The Loxley Lozenge was a
favourite episode of Brian. This is the episode were Foggy mistakes a
vintage car for a cough sweet!

(145) Holmfirth is not mentioned in Last of the Summer Wine but you can see it on signposts occasionally. 

(146) Marsden, Meltham, Slaithwaite and Hepworth were among the locations used in Summer Wine.

(147)
John Challis, forever a British comedy legend thanks to his role as
Boycie in Only Fools and Horses, appeared in the 2008 Summer Wine
episode Is Jeremy Quite Safe? John Challis played a retired jewel thief
hired by Auntie Wainwright to break into a safe!

(149) Mike
Grady is from the West Country in real life so he was another Summer
Wine cast member who had to put on a Yorkshire accent.

(150)
Number 28 Huddersfield Road, the terrace house used as Nora Batty's
home, was later turned into a guest cottage where Summer Wine fans
could stay. 

(151) Burt Kwouk as Entwistle made his first
appearance in the show in the 2002 Christmas special A Musical Passing
for a Miserable Muscroft.

(152) Last of the Summer Wine is
slightly ambiguous about Foggy's actual war background. We know that
his tales of being a deadly one-man army who single-handedly drove the
Japanese out of Burma are clearly either a fantasy or highly
embellished and exaggerated but his actual war record is never stated.
The show establishes that Compo was at Dunkirk but although Foggy was
in the army what he actually did in the war is never revealed. Maybe he
really did see some action in Burma or perhaps he just painted signs
away from the front lines.

(153) In the very early episodes of
Summer Wine you could see that the weather was a bit grotty and wet at
times. In later series they tended to avoid this by shooting on sunny
days. There were episodes where it looked a bit windy and nippy but
they never put the actors out in a gale force wind in the later series!

(154)
In the final series of Summer Wine they actually used green screen
special effects to depict Cleggy and Truly out of the house in a few
scenes. 

(155) Howard and Pearl's second name is Sibshaw. This
is only mentioned in the show in the final series. It was mentioned
earlier in a Summer Wine novel though. 

(156) Danny O'Dea as Eli made his first appearance in the 1987 episode Jaws. 

(157)
Mike Grady said that, even when he was playing Barry in Summer Wine, he
rarely got recognised in real life because, unlike Barry, he never
wears a suit or tie!

(158) Summer Wine cast members who are
still around get residual cheques for the repeats of the show. Last of
the Summer Wine is on constant rotation on the Drama channel and long
may that continue!

(159) Russ Abbot as Hobo made his first appearance in the 2008 New Year special I Was A Hitman For Primrose Dairies. 

(160)
Russ Abbot and June Whitfield were in another sitcom together a few
years after Summer Wine ended. Russ and June were in a BBC One show
called Boomers. It ran to two series and thirteen episodes before
ending in 2016. 

(161) Mike Grady said in an interview, many
years after the show ended, that Peter Sallis was quite reclusive and
self-contained as a person but would make you laugh with his dry wit.
Mike said that Seymour actor Michael Aldridge was a very happy and kind
person who kept everyone's spirits up and sorted out any problems the
cast had. 

(162) Juliette Kaplan did a one-woman stage show about Pearl, written by Roy Clarke. 

(163)
There were two main directors associated with Summer Wine. Sydney
Lotterby and then Alan J W Bell. Alan is credited with bringing a more
filmic quality to the show. He loved to get those lovely rural shots in
there.

(164) Roy Clarke said he would have happily written a
script for a Last of the Summer Wine feature film but no one ever asked
him to.

(165) According to newspaper articles in 2023, Holmfirth
is becoming quite trendy now with coffee shops, bars, and more young
people. Locals seem to find this a mixed blessing.

(166) We
rarely see any characters in Summer Wine watching television. Cleggy is
always reading the newspaper when he's at home and there is little
evidence that Cleggy even owns a television in the later series. We
know that Compo owns a television though because he sometimes mentions
the fact that the repo men have come to take his telly away!

(167)
The episode I Was A Hitman For Primrose Dairies is dedicated to Kathy
Staff. Kathy sadly died a few weeks before this episode was broadcast. 

(168)
A few years after Summer Wine ended, Roy Clarke teamed up with David
Jason and did a sequel to his classic sitcom Open All Hours - the new
show titled Still Open All Hours. Still Open All Hours, despite mixed
reviews, ran to 41 episodes and six series. What is interesting about
Still Open All Hours is that some dubbed it a crafty stealth
continuation of Summer Wine with its large ensemble cast and gossipy
women tropes! Still Open All Hours and the last few seasons of Summer
Wine have some tonal and situational similarities - although that's
probably to be expected given that they were written by the same
person. 

(169) It is said that Brian Wilde and Bill Owen didn't
get on terribly well behind the scenes on Summer Wine. Their chemistry
onscreen was always wonderful though. 

(170) Shirley Anne Field
made a guest appearance in the 2008 episode Eva's Back in Town. Shirley
was in classic films like Saturday Night and Sunday Morning and Alfie.
Trivia - Shirley turned down the part of Jill Masterton in the Bond
film Goldfinger. This was the character who meets her end via gold
paint. 

(171) Jane Freeman and Peter Sallis were the only Summer Wine actors who were in all the series from beginning to end. 

(172) The 2008 episode Enter The Finger was dedicated to Brian Wilde as he had died earlier that year. 

(173)
The Loxley Lozenge was brought forward and used as a Christmas special.
This caused some continuity issues because it features Crusher and yet
in the later episode Keeping Britain Tidy, we and the characters are
introduced to Crusher as if we've never seen him before. DVD and
television repeats amended this continuity confusion with some
edits.  

(174) We (the viewers) only meet Howard, Pearl,
and Marina for the first time in Catching Digby's Donkey but the other
characters in the show act as if they've known them for years. 

(175)
Stuart Fell was the main stuntman who acted as a double for Bill Owen
in the heyday of the show. Stuart certainly earned his money given how
many eccentric stunts Compo got involved in!

(176) Joe Gladwin
played the forlorn Wally Batty, husband of Nora, in 45 episodes of
Summer Wine from 1975 to 1987. It's safe to say that (not that it was
ever likely to happen) it probably wouldn't have bothered Wally in the
slightest if Nora had run off with Compo! Nora definitely wore the
trousers in the Batty household. Joe was a familiar face to television
viewers long before Summer Wine. He played Fred Jackson in Coronation
Street in the 1960s and appeared in 45 episodes of the sitcom Nearest
and Dearest. Joe also appeared in some films too - like Charlie Bubbles
and Yanks. Joe had Rhotacism (a difficulty producing rhotic consonants
sounds) and this, combined with his thick Lancastrian accent, gave him
a wonderfully distinctive voice. He featured in a lovely advert for
Hovis bread during his time on Summer Wine. 

(177) The real
location for the (later) homes of Cleggy and Howard was Hill Street,
Jackson Bridge, Holmfirth. Different homes were used earlier in the
show but Cleggy and Howard were still neighbours. It could be the case
that Howard followed Cleggy around!

(178) Michael Bates served with the Gurkhas in World War 2 and fought in Burma against the Japanese. 

(179)
Brian Murphy was obviously no stranger to comedy before appearing as
Alvin in Summer Wine. He made a memorable double act with Yootha Joyce
in the sitcom George & Mildred. 

George & Mildred was a
spin-off from Man About the House - which Brian was also obviously in.
Brian said that when he joined Summer Wine he enjoyed the fact that
Alvin was nothing like the George Roper character he had played in
George & Mildred and Man About the House. Brian said that Summer
Wine was a pleasure to do because he already knew most of the cast. 

(180)
Burt Kwouk was born in Manchester but was raised in Shanghai until his
late teens. He then returned to England and enjoyed a very successful
acting career. 

(181) Eli last appeared in the episode A Brief
Excursion in the Fast Lane. Poor health prevented Danny O'Dea from
making any more appearances. 

(182) It All Began With an Old
Volvo Headlamp was the last show featuring Wesley Pegden. Gordon
Wharmby passed away a few months after this episode was transmitted. 

(183)
The Miraculous Curing of Old Goff Helliwell featured a guest appearance
by Henry McGee as Goff Helliwell - a man who has decided what day he
plans to die. Henry McGee did many things but was best known for his
long association with Benny Hill. 

(184) Cleggy's front door is
quite unusual in Summer Wine because his letterbox moves around and
often seems to be at the bottom! It is plainly the case that different
doors were used during the filming.

(185) Blamire was formerly a clerk with the local Water Board. 

(186)
There are a smattering of episodes where Norman Clegg drives a car.
Cleggy plainly hates driving and is terrified behind the wheel. It's a
miracle he even has a licence!

(187) First of the Summer Wine
features a character named Sherbet (played by Paul Oldham) who is a
friend of Clegg and Compo. Sherbert is never mentioned in Last of the
Summer Wine and he never turned up in that show. The obvious
implication, which makes First of the Summer Wine quite poignant, is
that Sherbert was killed in the war. 

(188) It is probably fair
to say that Blamire had the least tolerance for Compo out of all the
'main trio' characters throughout the show. Compo did miss Blamire
though when Blamire left so Compo clearly never took their arguments
and bickering as anything other than friends ribbing one another. 

(189)
Summer Wine initially featured Mr Wainwright (Blake Butler) and Mrs
Partridge (Rosemary Martin) as the librarians. Mr Wainwright was a
rather lecherous character who was always engaged in a secret (or so he
thought) affair with his co-worker. Mr Wainwright returned in 1976 -
this time with designs on fellow librarian Miss Moody (Kate Brown). The
library was eventually written out of the show as a location - although
it did obviously return many years later with Lucinda Davenport. It
appears that Roy Clarke felt the librarian characters had run their
course by 1976 and so phased them out of the show. Mr Wainwright rather
anticipates the later character of Howard in that he is engaged in what
he thinks is a secret affair but in reality it isn't secret at all. 

(190)
In 1975 the librarians were Miss Probert (June Watson) and Miss Jones
(Janet Davies). Miss Probert was a bossy type who railed against men
while Miss Jones was more timid. 
Janet Davies was best known for playing Mrs Pike in Dad's Army.

(191)
When he died, we learn that Compo left his ferrets to Reggie Unsworth.
The characters presume Reggie is a man but it turns out to be a woman -
Compo's 'Thursday Woman' to be precise. Reggie was played by Liz
Fraser. Liz had an acting CV the size of a telephone directory. She was
in literally everything. Hancock's Half Hour, Carry On films, The
Smallest Show on Earth, Dunkirk, Jason King, Rumpole of the Bailey,
Minder, Confessions films, The Avengers, and so on. Liz's last role was
in an episode of Midsomer Murders in 2018.

(192) The librarian
Miss Moody was the first character in Summer Wine to suffer the horror
of being shown the inside of Compo's matchbox. 

(193) Maggie
Ollerenshaw played Ethel in two Summer Wine episodes and also made an
earlier third appearance (though her character was not credited with a
name). Maggie also played Norman Clegg's mother in First of the Summer
Wine. Maggie is clearly a favourite of Roy Clarke because she appeared
in both versions of Open All Hours - the original and the later sequel.


(194) Brian Murphy said that when the main trio was Alvin,
Truly, and Clegg, he had to do all the stunts and fall in the water
because, despite being in his seventies, he was considered a mere
'youngster' compared to Frank Thornton and Peter Sallis!

(195) Kathy Staff briefly left Summer Wine in 2001 to join the revival of Crossroads as her Doris Luke character.

(196) Compo was married after the war but his wife ran off with a Polish man.

(197)
Frank Thornton was actually in more episodes of Summer Wine than his
'third man' predecessors. Frank was in 135 episodes. Brian Wilde as
Foggy was in 116. Michael Aldridge as Seymour was in 31 episodes and
Michael Bates as Blamire was only in 13. 

(198) Tom Owen appeared in 93 episodes of Summer Wine in all. His first appearance was way back in 1991 as a bank customer. 

(199) The librarian Mr Wainwright is no relation to Auntie Wainwright. It seems that Roy Clarke just liked the name Wainwright. 

(200)
Russ Abbot was only in 17 episodes of Summer Wine as Hobo. Though no
one knew it at the time, the show was already nearing the end when Russ
came in. 

(201) Jim Bowen made a guest appearance in the
Christmas special Crums. He actually appeared in three Summer Wine
episodes in all. Jim Bowen was famously the host of the cult Sunday
afternoon darts themed quiz show Bullseye. 

(202) Marina works
on the check-out at the local supermarket. It seems to be the Co-op in
some episodes but later on they seemed to avoid naming a specific
supermarket. 

(203) Though they played husband and wife in Last
of the Summer Wine, Thora Hird was 22 years older than Gordon Wharmby
in real life. 

(204) Gordon Wharmby only had a couple of acting
credits when he was cast as Wesley in Summer Wine. Gordon said it was
quite overwhelming at first to be playing scenes with the great Thora
Hird - who had been acting since 1942. 

(205) 'Electrical' Entwistle's real name is Mcintyre. 

(206) Entwistle drives around in a pick-up truck. This was presumably done to make him something of a replacement for Wesley. 

(207)
Although the women in the show have a patent distaste for Marina
(mainly due to Marina carrying on with the married Howard), Marina does
strike up a friendship with Miss Davenport. Glenda Wilkinson is also
shown to be more kind and sympathetic to Marina than the other woman. 

(208)
Barry Wilkinson is often in search of a hobby to make his life more
interesting. He develops a fondness for golf in the end - though he
often ends up annoying the club captain. 

(209) Robert Fyfe
appeared in three more episodes than Juliette Kaplan. So there were a
few episodes where we saw Howard but not Pearl. 

(210) Compo's
'costume' in Summer Wine was a tattered suit jacket, a knitted pullover
with holes, a woolen hat, and some threadbare trousers with a piece of
string as a belt. There was too a shirt underneath the pullover.
Suffice to say, Compo is not someone who does much clothes shopping!
The final piece of the outfit was of course a pair of wellies.

(211) The 1950s Phoenix bicycle used by Marina in the show sold at an auction for £500 in 2014. 

(212)
Bill Owen was buried at St John's Church in Holmfirth. Bill chose this
spot himself while shooting Summer Wine. Peter Sallis requested that he
be buried next to his old friend so when he died eighteen years later
he was laid to rest in the plot next to Bill. 

(213) Although
he was quite a shy man who often avoided interviews, Bill Owen became
very well known to the local community in Holmfirth during the
production of Last of the Summer Wine. He made many new friends in the
area and was very well liked. 

(214) The 1983 episode The Waist
Land was one of my favourites watching Summer Wine as a kid - although
some seem to find this episode a trifle too silly (with the broad
performances by the guest actors and the disguises at the end). In this
episode, Foggy comes up with a plan to sell junk food at inflated
prices to the starved inhabitants of a local health farm in the
countryside. What I love about this episode is that, for a fleeting
moment, a moneymaking scheme of Foggy actually works! Of course, it all
goes wrong in the end though. 

(215) During his time on Summer
Wine, Bill Owen appeared in, among other things, the prestigious
miniseries Brideshead Revisited. 

(216) Ron Backhouse appeared
in ten episodes of Summer Wine from 1995 to 2001. Ron was the landlord
of The White Horse pub in the show - a role he also played in real life!

(217)
The wonderful Geoffrey Bayldon was the guest star in the 1995 episode
Adopted by a Stray. Bayldon plays Broadbent, a man who seeks wisdom in
the wilderness. This episode has an especially memorable line by Cleggy
- "You get up in the morning, and you never think that before the day
is out, you're going to own a Mrs Broadbent!"

(218) The
character of Pearl was slightly more naive when first introduced to the
show. Pearl quickly became shrewd and cunning though and always one
step ahead of Howard and his various schemes to escape the house to
spend time with Marina. 

(219) Roy Clarke chose the title of
the show. He said that the characters, in terms of their lives, were in
the last days of summer before autumn. 

(220) The show was going to be called The Last of the Summer Wine but the first bit got chopped off in the end. 

(221) It is said that the late Queen Mother was a big fan of Last of the Summer Wine. 

(222)
In the early 1980s, a daily comic strip based on Last of the Summer
Wine was drawn by Roger Mahoney and appeared in the Daily Star.

(223)
In the 1982 Christmas special All Mod Conned, Foggy decides the trio
will have a relaxing break in a remote caravan. As ever though Foggy's
plan turns out to be a complete disaster. The location used for the
caravan was Spurn Point. Spurn is a narrow sand tidal island located
off the tip of the coast of the East Riding of Yorkshire. 

(224)
Despite her fame, Jean Alexander lived in a modest semi-detached house
in Southport, didn't own a DVD player or computer or car, had an old
cathode ray telly, and did all her own shopping. She said she never
married because she was perfectly happy with her own company and
enjoyed being alone when she went home. After she left Coronation
Street, Jean said she turned down many acting jobs but she couldn't
resist playing Auntie Wainwright in Summer Wine because it was the most
'fun' part she'd ever done. 

(225) Eric Sykes was a guest star
in the 2007 episode The Second Stag Night of Doggy Wilkinson. Eric
played Doggy, an old man with a bad memory who is about to get married.
This was the last thing Eric did for the BBC. 

(226) Lois
Laurel, the daughter of the great Stan Laurel, has a cameo as the 'hat
woman' (who has the same hat as Nora) in the 1995 episode Bicycle
Bonanza. A burst of the Laurel & Hardy theme can be heard when Lois
makes her exit. 

(227) One difference between Wally Batty and
Howard is that although they were both virtual prisoners to a stern
wife, Wally would often get off a few barbs at Nora in their
confrontations. Howard, by contrast, wouldn't dare to do this with
Pearl!

(228) There was some fan anger at the BBC when Summer
Wine got the axe. Some fans felt the BBC came off as insincere in their
tributes to the show given that they'd been trying to get rid of it for
years. It might have helped if Summer Wine had been allowed to bow out
with a nice Christmas special - rather than just a fairly standard
series. 

(229) The character of Truly was something of a
departure for the 'third man' formula in that Cyril Blamire, Foggy, and
Seymour were all a bit pompous. Truly was, once the character got
settled, a lot more relaxed than his predecessors. Truly often
mentioned his police career but he didn't come across as pompous or
full of himself. 

(230) Jay Hunt is the person who axed Last of
the Summer Wine. She was the controller of BBC One at the time. Jay
Hunt was born in Australia in 1967 and later took over at Channel 4.
Alan J W Bell said that Hunt 'had it in' for Summer Wine. Jay Hunt was
accused of ageism when Countryfile presenter Miriam O'Reilly was sacked
from the show and this complaint was upheld in court. Hunt apparently
wanted a bit more of the BBC's output to be geared towards young
people, which is fair enough, but what this had to do with Summer Wine
and Countryfile presenters is anyone's guess. Young people are not
really your primary target audience for early evenings on Sunday are
they? It is older folk who tend to be watching traditional telly at
that time. The previous controller of BBC One had been more sympathetic
and supportive to Last of the Summer Wine and its future but this was
assuredly not the case with Jay Hunt. 

(231) Brian Murphy as Alvin was initially supposed to be a one-off character who only appeared in one episode. 

(232)
The casting of Russ Abbot in Summer Wine was obviously an attempt to
try to secure a new future for the show as Russ (who was in his early
60s at the time) was pretty young by Summer Wine standards and also
quite a big star thanks to his old television show and later stage
work. They could conceivably have kept the show going for years by just
bringing in new characters but it wouldn't have been the same once all
the old favourites were gone. Long running soap operas sort of get
around this by having the grown-up children of old characters become
the new characters but in Last of the Summer Wine hardly any of the
characters had any children!

(233) If the show had not been
cancelled and was still being made today, there would be very few old
familiar characters left because nearly all of them have passed away.
You could still have Barry, Glenda, and Hobo as Mike Grady, Sarah
Thomas, and Russ Abbot are still with us. Ken Kitson and Louis Emerick,
who played the two coppers Cooper and Walsh, are also still around.
Brian Murphy is still around too but he's now 91 so Alvin would be
unlikely to still be in the show - unless he made cameos from an
armchair as Peter Sallis and Frank Thornton used to do near the end of
the show. Maybe if the show was still around today they could have had
Jonathan Linsley come back as Crusher to run the cafe!

(234) Compo's mother was a rag and bone man (or woman in this case). 

(235)
The series nine episode Edie and the Automobile is the first time we
see Edie's comical and dangerous driving skills in action - though it
is no laughing matter to the poor passengers! Edie's struggles behind
the wheel became a running joke in the show - though she would blame
everything on Wesley tinkering with the car!

(236) Sid doesn't
appear in First of the Summer Wine although there is a character named
Ivy. There is no mention of Blamire in the prequel show. Herbert
Truelove isn't in the prequel show for rather obvious reasons. Frank
Thornton was still some years away from joining Last of the Summer Wine
so Roy Clarke hadn't invented the character of Herbert Truelove yet!

(237)
Holmfirth is a former mill town and was famous for the textile industry
in 18th and 19th centuries. In the very early Summer Wine episodes
there is a slightly 'gritty' quality to some of the backdrops and we
get a sense of a place where the old industries have died. The
depiction of the backdrops in Summer Wine later on is very romantic.
The locations are lovely to look at and we even envy the characters for
living in such a beautiful place. 

(238) Peter Sallis, Brian
Wilde, and Bill Owen performed a sketch as Cleggy, Foggy and Compo at
the 1984 Royal Variety Performance.

(239) In 2023, it was
reported that more people in Britain watched the repeats of Last of the
Summer Wine than they did the new series of Succession! 

(240)
Blamire and Compo have some political disagreements in the early years
of the show. This was mirrored in real life as Michael Bates was a
staunch Conservative and Bill Owen was a lifelong supporter of the
Labour Party. 

(241) Wally Batty used to work as a station porter for the LNER (London & North Eastern Railway). 

(242)
Sarah Thomas as Glenda was in 215 episodes of Last of the Summer Wine
from 1986 right through to the end of the show. Mike Grady, as we've
mentioned, had a hiatus as Barry
at one point but he wasn't written
out. The unseen Barry was mentioned by Glenda as if he was still
around. Presumably the producer must have known there was a good chance
that Mike Grady would come back in the end so they left the door open
for him. Besides, you couldn't see Barry running off with another woman
or divorcing Glenda!

(243) Foggy's rank in the army was Lance Corporal Signwriter.

(244) In the prequel show, Nora Batty works at a garage and is an usherette at the local cinema.

(245)
Kathy Staff's costume as Nora was a pinny, curlers, and (of course)
wrinkled stockings. She usually wore a cardigan too. They gave Kathy
Staff padding to make Nora seem heftier and more formidable. 

(246) The opening shot in the 'pilot' of Last of the Summer Wine was of Nora Batty's house. 

(247)
In the prequel show First of the Summer Wine, Seymour works in the
menswear department of the Co-op. Seymour is a bit of a dandy in the
show. He wears huge scarves and likes driving a flash car. 

(248)
On the appeal of Summer Wine, Jonathan Linsley said - "It was gentle
and safe. It was just a really simple story about ordinary folk."

(249)
Wally Batty owned a motorbike and sidecar. Even on the road there was
no escape from Nora because she was in the sidecar nagging him!

(250)
Bill Owen and Joe Gladwin both appeared together in the 1982 Tales from
the Unexpected episode The Moles. This episode in the classic anthology
series was about a group of old men trying to rob a bank. It also
starred Harry H Corbett and Fulton Mackay so it had a terrific cast.

(251)
When he was asked about the apparent continuity mistake regarding
Seymour being friends with Compo and Clegg in First of the Summer Wine
but not seeming to know them in the base show until Uncle of the Bride,
Roy Clarke said he simply hoped that viewers wouldn't notice!

(252)
Foggy used to work for the local council's highways department as a
sign-painter. He was in the Territorial Army just prior to the war. 

(253) Last of the Summer was a midweek show at first but was eventually moved to Sunday. 

(254)
In reality, the front of Compo and Nora's houses are actually the
exterior (back part) of the building used for this location in the
show. 

(255) In the prequel show, Compo gets a job at the Co-op with his friends. They obviously have to smarten Compo up a bit. 

(256)
Valerie Leon was a guest star in the 2006 Summer Wine episode Who's
That Merry Man with Billy, Then? Valerie was in six Carry On films. She
also appeared in two Bond films - The Spy Who Loved Me with Roger Moore
and Never Say Never Again with Sean Connery. Never Say Never Again was
an 'unofficial' Bond film that had nothing to do with the Broccoli
family and was made through Kevin McClory's Thunderball rights. Her
other film parts included Revenge of the Pink Panther, The Wild Geese,
and The Italian Job. Valerie had a long CV in television too. 

(257)
Seymour, when he joined the show, was a retired headmaster who has now
become a crackpot inventor. Seymour's inventor status was a plot device
engineered to get Compo into comical situations and stunts. 

(258)
Most of the women in Last of the Summer Wine are rather domineering,
gossipy, and bossy. Roy Clarke said that this aspect of the show is a
Northern tradition in comedy and was also partly based on the strong,
assertive and very organised women around him when he was young. Even
characters like Nora and Pearl do have a softer side though. Pearl, for
example, is kind and sensitive to Cleggy when Compo dies. 

(259)
Juliette Kaplan said her own backstory for Pearl is that Pearl worked
in a bank and Howard was a hapless customer who Pearl had to sort out
some banking problem for. Pearl decided Howard was a man who needed
some organisation in his life and looking after. However, this initial
affection gradually turned into what you can only describe as enmity
due to Howard being a dull husband and also carrying on with Marina. 

(260)
James Gilbert was the producer on the first series of Summer Wine. It
was Gilbert who had the idea to have extensive location shooting in the
show. This was fairly novel for a sitcom at the time because most
sitcoms are very studio bound to keep costs down. 

(261) When
the first ever episode of Last of the Summer Wine went out, Ted Heath
was the Prime Minister, President Nixon was beginning a second term,
Elvis Presley was still performing concerts in Las Vegas, and the
Vietnam war was still going on. The biggest grossing film of that year
was The Exorcist. 

(262) The early working title for the show
was The Library Mob - which was obviously a reference to the main trio
hanging around in the library a lot. 

(263) Compo clearly has a sweet tooth because he puts a preposterous amount of sugar in his tea.

(264)
The first series of Last of the Summer Wine was not a huge ratings hit
but the BBC had enough faith in the show to give it a second series.
This was a wise move because it eventually became one of their biggest
hits. 

(265) Amazingly, Roy Clarke wrote all the episodes of Summer Wine himself. 

(266) In the first few decades of the show the interior scenes were shot in the studio in London. 

(267)
Cleggy, Compo, and Foggy rarely buy anything other than a cup of tea in
Ivy's cafe - which would partly explain why Ivy finds them irritating.
Sometimes they will have a sticky bun and very occasionally they push
the boat out and have some cooked food. Woe betide anyone who leaves a
chip on their plate though because Ivy won't be happy!

(268) One
theory as to why Last of the Summer Wine lasted so long in the end is
that the BBC never had an obvious replacement for the show and that
type of audience. Even when it ended it still had five million
dedicated viewers. 

(269) Bill Owen once said that Compo's
obsession with Nora Batty was like a little boy with a crush. He saw
Compo as essentially an innocent sort of character who meant no unease
or harm to anyone. 

(270) The man (Walter) who sells the trio a
clapped out car in the 1973 episode The New Mobile Trio is played by
Ronald Lacey. Lacey appeared in many movies and TV shows but is
probably best known for playing the villain in Raiders of the Lost Ark.


(271) In the episode Return of the Warrior, we see that Cleggy
and Compo are bored and at a loose end when Seymour leaves. Luckily for
them , or unluckily as the case may be, Foggy Dewhurst then returns and
is soon bossing them around as if he's never been away. It appears
then, although they might grumble, Cleggy and Compo secretly like
having someone around to get them involved in eccentric schemes. Life
without Seymour or Foggy would certainly be a lot less stressful but it
would also be far less interesting. 

(272) Although he was from
Yorkshire, Roy Clarke wasn't familiar with Holmfirth at all when it was
first mooted as a location. Roy didn't even know where Holmfirth was. 

(273)
All the stuff about Hobo claiming to be a former spy was toned down
somewhat in the last series of Summer Wine. Roy Clarke and Russ Abbot
were modifying and improving the character somewhat. Sadly though the
show was axed before Hobo could truly find his feet as a character. 

(274)
Amazingly, the BBC initially disliked Ronnie Hazlehurst's legendary
theme tune for Last of the Summer Wine! The BBC wanted something more
upbeat and 'sitcom'. Thankfully though they didn't get their way. 

(275)
Roy Clarke said that Last of the Summer was never meant to be realistic
or about the past. The show takes place in a rather idyllic make
believe world where everyone knows each other and life is a bit slower
and more whimsical than the real world. 

(276) Foggy Dewhurst
is a bit tight when it comes to money. He keeps his change in a little
purse - which Cleggy and Compo often make light of. 

(277) The
character of Seymour seems to have a rather worrying enthusiasm for
corporal punishment! "What do you mean, you're not allowed to hit small
boys? That's what they're for!"

(278) Around the time that Last
of the Summer was starting and finding its feet, Bill Owen appeared in
four episodes of another classic sitcom - Whatever Happened to the
Likely Lads? Bill played the father of Brigit Forsyth's Thelma. Brigit
was later in 41 episodes of Roy Clarke's Still Open All Hours. 

(279)
Peter Sallis said that when they started work on the first series of
Summer Wine, the producer James Gilbert banned Michael Bates and Bill
Owen from talking about politics because the subject was provoking too
many arguments between them. Peter said that he wasn't a very political
or opinionated person himself so he was the neutral middle man in all
of this. A bit like Clegg you might say!

(280) Long before
Summer Wine, Peter Sallis worked on the stage with big names like,
among others, Vivien Leigh, Laurence Olivier, and John Gielgud. 

(281)
The series two episode The Changing Face of Rural Blamire is a novelty
because the main trio actually get a job. Well, Blamire does at least.
Cleggy and Compo tag along and help out - the trio working as door to
door salesmen selling 'ShinyGlow' Products. As you might expect, things
do not go very well. 

(282) Compo never has any money and what
little he does accrue he fritters away in the betting shop. He was
never that bothered by material things though anyway. 

(283) In
the prequel series First of the Summer Wine, Cleggy's mother is shown
to be a rather nervous woman who worried a lot. This is clearly where
Clegg got his neurotic qualities from. 

(284) Auntie Wainwright
seems to have elaborate security at her shop. She can lock people in,
has an intimidating loudspeaker system, and has even been known to
brandish a shotgun!

(285) Crusher was a rather simple minded chap. It's a common sitcom trope to have a character who isn't very bright. 

(286)
Barry Wilkinson is fond of golf but way back in the 1976 episode The
Kink in Foggy's Niblick we saw Foggy playing an epic round of golf in
which he frequently went preposterously out of bounds. What didn't help
is that Foggy hadn't played golf since 1939 so he was a bit rusty!

(287)
Despite the fact that Crusher, with his thick black hair and burly
build, sort of resembles a younger version of Sid, he is from Ivy's
side of the family. 

(288) There is touching moment in the
Compo funeral episode when Ivy looks at a photograph of Sid and smiles.
It's a nice touch to have a little poignant reminder of this character
and John Comer. 

(289) The initial plan was for Last of the
Summer Wine to be set in Rotherham. In the end though they decided that
town was a little bit too urban for the show they had in mind. 

(290) Some of the episode Last Post and Pigeon was shot on location in France. 

(291)
The enjoyable 1976 episode The Great Boarding-House Bathroom Caper is
something of a novelty because the characters take a short holiday at
the seaside in Scarborough. It is rare to see everyone out of their
usual surroundings. 

(292) A stage play based on Roy Clarke's
book Last of the Summer Wine - The Moonbather has occasionally run
since 2003. The synopsis for the novel goes like this - 'Seymour
Utterthwaite decides to make a play for Gifford Bewmont's fiancee,
Samantha Pettit. He invites her to a soiree at Clegg's house but his
little party is invaded by Compo and also by the "streaker" who has
been haunting the neighbourhood and turns out to be none other than ...'

(293)
The 1980s Last of the Summer Wine stage show was very popular. In 1987
the title of the show was changed to Compo Plays Cupid due to the fact
that Peter Sallis had dropped out and Bill Owen was the only one of the
main trio left in it. Peter obviously stayed in the television show but
presumably wanted a rest from doing the stage version. 

(294)
There was a degree of snootiness towards Last of the Summer Wine in its
final years. It would sometimes top polls of shows that the viewers
apparently wanted to axe. The samples in these polls were not exactly
large though and most of the people who moaned about Summer Wine had
never even seen much of the show anyway. Last of the Summer Wine only
took up a modest half hour of the BBC's weekly output so the complaints
seemed a bit bizarre. All of us have television shows we don't care for
very much but we tend to simply watch something else and leave the
people who enjoy them in peace. 

(295) Clegg's wife Edith does
not make an appearance in First of the Summer Wine. Cleggy had
obviously not met Edith yet during the time the prequel show is set. 

(296)
Roy Clarke said that each time they had to replace a member of the main
trio he feared that the show might not survive. Thankfully though the
replacements, saliently Brian Wilde as Foggy, Michael Aldridge as
Seymour, and Frank Thornton as Truly, turned out to be good enough to
keep the show going. 

(297) The birth year of Cleggy's wife Edith is somewhat obscured and vague when we see her heasdstone in the 'pilot' episode. 

(298) Tom Simmonite's puppet dog is named Waldo. 

(299)
Tom Simmonite had a Renault van when he first arrived in the show but
this seemed to disappear quite quickly. Maybe the repo man took it away!

(300)
Bill Owen read the first script for Summer Wine in bed one night and
thought it was fantastic. He agreed to take part soon afterwards. He
obviously went to sleep first though!

(301) Roy Clarke said the
trick to writing Summer Wine is that he approached the main trio not as
old men but as kids who had just got a bit older. 

(302) Roy
Clarke said that, oddly, apart from him no one seemed to much like Last
of the Summer Wine as a title for the show - not even the cast.
However, no one could think of anything better so this title stayed in
place. 

(303) Last of the Summer Wine 'merch' has included clotted cream Last of the Summer Wine toffees. 

(304)
Compo meets his end when the sight of Nora Batty in her chorus girl
outfit is too much for his heart. Ivy had suggested that Nora surprise
Compo in this outfit as they were walking home from their charity
cabaret practice. Nora feels some guilt about this but Compo did die
happy because Nora attempted to revive him through mouth to mouth.
Cleggy later deduces that Compo seemed to be getting his affairs in
order before he died and left a letter for him. This obviously suggests
that Compo was poorly and knew he was going to die so it wasn't really
Nora's fault. Compo's death happens offscreen for obvious reasons. 

(305)
Roy Clarke said he found it a very delicate task to write the episodes
which deal with Compo's death because he had to balance comedy and
tragedy in a way that the show had never done before. 

(306)
Although the character of Cleggy feels slightly more assertive and
abrasive in the early episodes, Peter Sallis said he played Clegg the
same way all through the show and never noticed any change. 

(307)
Brian Wilde went straight into Last of the Summer Wine after completing
work on the last series of Porridge. He did return to play Mr
Barrowclough again though in the 1979 film version of Porridge. 

(308) Louis Emerick's 'second police officer' only got a name (PC Walsh) in the 29th series. 

(309)
It is probably fair to say that Entwistle worked a bit better as a
supporting character who popped in and out of the show than he did as
part of the main trio at the end of Last of the Summer Wine. Burt
Kwouk, rather like Brian Murphy, felt a bit sidelined when Russ Abbot
became the 'leader' of the trio. 

(310) Roy Clarke said that
Compo was based on real life 'feckless but cheerful' people he had
known in Yorkshire when he was younger. 

(311) Brian Wilde said
that the character of Foggy was appealing to him because Foggy Dewhurst
was nothing like Mr Barrowclough. Mr Barrowclough was a meek ditherer
whereas Foggy was a man who, however incompetent he might be, always
tried to take charge of a situation. 

(312) One of Foggy's
great ambitions was to be hired to walk the Queen's corgis. Foggy
thought this would make him short odds for an OBE - or even a
knighthood!

(313) Some fans, though obviously not all, felt the
Howard/Marina/Pearl antics got a bit played out in the end. Many of the
plots later on would revolve around Howard and his desperate attempts
to get a message to Marina or even simply slip away from Pearl and
leave the house. Howard and Pearl were very popular characters though
and so they understandably came to be used more and more as the show
went on. One can't deny that Robert Fyfe was always wonderfully
committed to his performance as the sly Howard and Juliette Kaplan is
equally good as the sarcastic and formidable Pearl. 

(314)
Terry Wogan played a small part in the success of Last of the Summer
Wine because he used to muse on radio about Nora Batty and Doris Luke
in Crossroads (both played by Kathy Staff of course) being sisters!

(315)
Seymour's lovely country home in Summer Wine, complete with pond, is a
real house in Hepworth. It is now a private home and farm. They didn't
use it much in the show - presumably because they couldn't get
permission to do more shooting. The interior scenes in Seymour's house
were done in the studio. 

(316) Peter Sallis said he always thought of Last of the Summer Wine as a sort of sitcom version of The Wind in the Willows. 

(317)
The title of the 1990 episode Das Welly Boot, where Foggy decides to
restore an old boat, is a pun on the 1981 German film (and also
miniseries) Das Boot by Wolfgang Petersen. Das Boot is a gripping and
brilliantly acted drama about life on a U-boat during World War 2. 

(318)
In the episode Uncle of the Bride when Foggy reverses the car into the
pond, on the first take Peter Sallis went too fast and the car was
totally submerged and started sinking! They had to do another take -
this time with doubles rather than actors. 

(319) Compo is very
fond of apple tart and custard. We know this because he requests it
from Nora - just prior to getting a bucket of water over his head!

(320)
There is a fish and chip shop in Holmfirth named after Compo. Compo's
is located at 9 Burnlee Rd, Holmfirth. The reviews of this chippy are
very good and there are lovely surroundings outside to eat. 

(321)
Sid's Cafe in Holmfirth, which you can visit now in real life, offers a
menu of sandwiches and toasted sandwiches, homemade soup, toast, and
jacket potatoes. They also serve scones, teacakes, and fruitcake. It is
generally traditional English cafe grub.

(322) Nora Batty is a regular at church. This is something that Kathy Staff had in common with the character. 

(323)
Brian Murphy's Alvin had a different sort of relationship to Nora than
Compo when he became her neighbour. Alvin had no romantic interest in
Nora. He simply wanted to make her laugh or smile - which is definitely
not an easy task!

(324) The first ever line in Last of the Summer Wine was by Nora Batty. The line was - "They're taking his telly again."

(325) The 1990 episode Barry's Christmas was Mike Grady's last appearance until the 1996 Christmas Special Extra! Extra!

(326) In some of the older episodes such is the clutter of Compo's house that we must presume he is something of a hoarder!

(327)
Barbara Young, after playing Florrie in the show, was a trifle confused
when she was brought back - this time as Nora's sister Stella. Barbara
had assumed she was coming back to play Florrie again. She had no idea
she was playing a new character!

(328) Russ Abbot was able to do
more stunts and physical stuff in Summer Wine than other cast members
because he was a relative youngster compared to most of them. 

(329)
Roy Clarke deliberately wrote the character of Glenda Wilkinson so that
as she gets older she becomes more like her mother Edie. 

(330)
The BBC got a great many letters of protest when they axed Last of the
Summer Wine. Not that it made any difference. Their minds were made up.
The BBC didn't do themselves many favours by keeping the decision to
cancel Summer Wine to themselves for quite a long time before they made
it public or let the cast know. 

(331) Although there is a
contradiction between Last of the Summer Wine and First of the Summer
Wine in regard to when Cleggy and Compo met Seymour, Last of the Summer
Wine later seemed to try to correct this by having Seymour appear to
make references to knowing Compo at school. 

(332) Sid and Ivy's cafe was more grotty and spartan at the start of the show compared to the more cosy cafe of later series. 

(333)
It's a bit jarring to have Peter Sallis play Norman Clegg's father in
First of the Summer Wine because we have to suspend disbelief to think
that Cleggy grew up to be an identical twin of his father in terms of
looks but they do at least give Peter a mustache! In the prequel show
we see that Cleggy's father was a man of few words who had an obsession
with painting the family gate. 

(334) There were 295 episodes of Last of the Summer Wine. It was a bit mean of the Beeb not to let it get up to 300!

(335)
Roy Clarke apparently didn't visit the set of Last of the Summer Wine
very much. He simply delivered the scripts and preferred not to
interfere with the production of the show. The same was true on First
of the Summer Wine. Cast members on that show said they only saw Roy
once - if that. 

(336) When the show came to an end, editions
of Countryfile and Songs of Praise came from Holmfirth as a tribute to
Last of the Summer Wine. 

(337) We never see Nelly's husband
Travis - although she often mentions him. Travis needs a lot of looking
after by all accounts. 

(338) Although he plainly IS a thin
man, Nora hates it whenever anyone says Wally is thin because she
prides herself on feeding her husband well. 

(339) Nora worked at the cafe as a waitress for Ivy in later series. Nora and Ivy loved a good gossip about the customers. 

(340) Compo slurps his tea from a saucer rather than drink it from a cup. Foggy in particular is revolted by this!

(341)
Nora Batty is sometimes critical of the sponge cakes made by other
women in Last of the Summer Wine. Nora clearly prides herself on making
a good sponge cake. 

(342) Foggy Dewhurst considers himself to be a master of camouflage. 

(343) The Man Who Nearly Knew Pavarotti was the first episode of the show to use a widescreen ratio. 

(344)
Jonathan Linsley as Crusher Milburn was only in 20 episodes of Last of
the Summer Wine. Jonathan also made an appearance in one episode of
First of the Summer Wine as a character named Chunky Livesey. 

(345)
Alan J W Bell and Sydney Lotterby are most associated with Last of the
Summer Wine when it comes to directors but they weren't the only ones
who directed on the show. James Gilbert directed the first series and
Bernard Thompson directed the second series. Bernard Thompson was also
a director on shows like Whatever Happened to the Likely Lads? and Only
Fools and Horses. 

(346) Nora's range of hats in Summer Wine are rather mocked by Ivy at times. 

(347)
Norman Clegg is the philosopher of Last of the Summer Wine. His amusing
philosophical musings are often a highlight of episodes. 

(348) Hobo lives in the same row of houses as Cleggy, Howard and Pearl. 

(349)
The Last Surviving Maurice Chevalier Impression has Compo, as the title
implies, impersonating Maurice Chevalier in an attempt to impress Nora
Batty. Maurice Chevalier (born September 12, 1888) was a French actor,
singer, and entertainer. He rose to fame in the early 20th century and
became one of France's most beloved performers. He appeared in several
Hollywood movies, including Gigi, for which he received an Academy
Award nomination. It is possible that Roy Clarke might have been
inspired by the 1932 Marx Brothers film Monkey Business. A particular
highlight in Monkey Business comes when the Marx Brothers, who are
stowaways on a cruise ship, all pose as Maurice Chevalier singing "You
Brought a New Kind of Love to Me" in an attempt to blag their way
through passport control and exit the ship.

(350) The 1990
episode Das Welly Boot is the first one where Cleggy and Howard (who
are always neighbours - much to the frequent dismay of Cleggy!) are in
the homes they would stay in until the series ended. 

(351) A
number of Summer Wine cast members, notably June Whitfield, Juliette
Kaplan, and Jane Freeman, were very critical of the BBC when the axe
loomed over Last of the Summer Wine. June Whitfield accused the BBC of
ageism and said it was full of young executives who didn't seem to
understand that older people watched television too. 

(352)
Nora Batty has an encyclopedic knowledge of births, deaths, and
marriages in the area, and the current whereabouts of literally
everyone the characters in the show have ever known. Nora is like a
living Wikipedia!

(353) According to a poll by the survey site YouGov, 83% of the British public have heard of Last of the Summer Wine. 

(354)
The survey site YouGov, through their polling on television shows,
ranks Last of the Summer Wine as the 170th most popular television show
of all time in Britain. The number one spot was taken by Only Fools and
Horses. 

(355) Roy Barraclough was the guest star in the 2005
episode Has Anyone Seen a Peruvian Wart? Roy played Corcroft - a man
who considers himself to be a smooth ladykiller. Roy Barraclough was
best known for his role as Alec Gilroy in Coronation Street and also
his long association with Les Dawson (Roy and Les would play the
gossipy ladies in a famous sketch). 

(356) Only five cast
members in the history of Last of the Summer Wine appeared in more
episodes than Jean Fergusson. Jean (as Marina obviously) only came into
the show in 1985 and she got less scenes than Howard and Pearl so her
episode tally is very impressive

(357) Burt Kwouk appeared in
five more episodes of Summer Wine than Brian Murphy. Burt was in 78
episodes. Burt came into the show a year earlier than Brian. 

(358)
James Duggan appeared in six episodes of Last of the Summer Wine from
1985 to 1990 as the pub landord. Duggan had a long CV and appeared in
everything from Minder to Coronation Street. 

(359) A frequent
staple of the second Foggy Dewhurst era was an early scene in each
episode where Foggy would suddenly start talking to some bemused
stranger about snipers or the correct way to bayonet someone. Foggy
would depict himself as a great hero to the people of Burma - who
worshipped him like a god if Foggy is to be believed (and let's be
honest, Foggy probably isn't to be believed). Foggy Dewhurst is a man
who tends to see everything through a military themed prism. Take him
up on a beautiful peaceful hill and he'll start talking about the ways
he would defend that vantage point with a machine gun nest!

(360)
Pearl's main punishment for Howard is taking away his freedom to
actually go outside on his own but he is also forced to endlessly the
wash the windows on the house. Pearl must have the cleanest windows in
Yorkshire!

(361) We very occasionally see Compo's bedroom in the
show. Mostly though, when we go in Compo's house we only see his
threadbare and scruffy basement living room.  

(362) A lot
of the characters in Last of the Summer Wine wear flat caps. There was
a time when the flat cap was traditional head gear for the humble
working-class man. These days though the flat cap has been hijacked by
hipsters and celebrities. 

(363) The great Ron Moody was a
guest star in the episode Captain Clutterbuck's Treasure. Moody played
Lieutenant Commander Willoughby - a man who sells a treasure map to
Foggy, Compo, and Clegg. 

(364) Blaimire considers himself to
be a high class sort of chap and prides himself on his tidy appearance
and alleged status. It is therefore something of an affront to his
dignity that he lives in lodgings and has to walk his landlady's dog. 

(365)
Alan J W Bell said the appeal of Last of the Summer Wine was that it
offered "clean, British humour" in an increasingly cynical and
tasteless television landscape. 

(366) Last of the Summer Wine was sold to more than 25 countries. It has fans around the world. 

(367)
Peter Sallis said that there was certainly some of his own personality
in Cleggy - much more so than other characters he played in his career.


(368) Stanley Lebor was a guest star in the 1999 episode The
Phantom No 14 Bus. Stanley Lebor did many things but is probably best
known as Howard in the sitcom Ever Decreasing Circles.  

(369) Barry Wilkinson's pride and joy is his car. We often see him washing his car. 

(370)
Nora Batty seems to have an obsession with a clean front step. Brushing
and scouring this step is an essential part of her day. 

(371)
Because the show did a lot of outdoor location work in Yorkshire, there
were often a crowd of people watching the shooting. The locals were
obviously kept far enough away not to interfere with the filming. 

(372)
The local council in the Holmfirth area were cooperative with the BBC
when it came to Last of the Summer Wine because they felt the show
would be good for the town and tourism. 

(373) A common device
in Roy Clarke's scripts is that the main trio will meet some eccentric
character in the countryside, a real barnpot as Cleggy might say, who
has some crazy mad scheme or invention. The main trio will end up
helping out - leading to inevitable comic capers. 

(374) Compo
is usually the most cheerful and carefree of men. However he is
occasionally prone to bouts of depression whenever he suspects that
Nora Batty has any interest in another man (which - in reality - Nora
definitely doesn't). Compo was very put out and jealous when Smiler
became Nora's lodger. 

(375) Wesley is always working on cars
and engines in his shed so he's usually covered in grease and oil. You
can't really blame Edie for putting newspapers down on the floor
whenever Wesley has to come into the kitchen!

(376) Juliette
Kaplan said in an interview for a Summer Wine documentary that the
thing which prevents the Howard/Marina/Pearl triangle from being tawdry
or tragic is the knowledge that Howard would never actually do anything
with Marina even if he had the chance! 

(377) Auntie Wainwright is so mean that when she makes a pot of tea she only uses one t-bag!
 
(378) The location used for Edie and Wesley's house in Last of the Summer Wine is Spring Lane, Holmbridge.

(379)
Digley Reservoir was often used for location shooting in Last of the
Summer Wine. Digley Reservoir is a lake located downstream of Bilberry
Reservoir, 2 miles south west of Holmfirth.

(380) Barry
Wilkinson is often seen enjoying a boiled egg for his breakfast before
he departs for the building society. Glenda is always very proud of
Barry's occupation. She acts as if he's some City of London hotshot
executive!

(381) There are some scenes in Last of the Summer
Wine where Bill Owen as Compo walks past the spot where he was later
laid to rest in real life. 

(382) Smiler's nickname is of course ironic because one thing he definitely never does is smile. 

(383)
Although the character of Tom Simmonite seems to divide Summer Wine
fans, he did work better later on when he was teamed up with Smiler and
worked for Auntie Wainwright. Tom Owen seemed more relaxed in the role
later on and gave a better performance than he did in his early
episodes - where he seemed to be trying a bit too hard and often
over-egged his part as a consequence. 

(384) Late on in the show, Hobo becomes convinced that Nelly is his mother - something which irritates Nelly quite a lot. 

(385) The 1993 Christmas special Welcome to Earth includes a little homage to E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial. 

(386)
Ronnie Hazelhurst said he was asked to speed up the Summer Wine theme
tune at first to make it feel more like a sitcom tune. Thankfully it
was allowed to stay as it was. 

(387) George Chakiris made a
guest appearance in the episode Extra! Extra! Chakiris is best known
for the 1961 film West Side Story - he played Bernardo Nunez.

(388) The 1997 episode A Sidecar Named Desire is the last one that Brian Wilde ever appeared in. 

(389)
From series nineteen onwards, each episode had an intro (cold open)
before the titles. They only used to do this occasionally in previous
series. 

(390) Cyril Blamire was a "supply wallah" (a storeman)
in India during the war. Blamire is a bit like Foggy in that, even in
civilian life, he still has a military bearing about him. It's no
surprise that Blamire and Foggy were friends because these two men have
a lot in common!

(391) Michael Bates was in some amazing things
and had a fascinating career. Not just Frenzy, Patton, and A Clockwork
Orange. He was also in The Stone Tape. The Stone Tape is a spooky 1972
BBC television play directed by Peter Sasdy and written by Nigel Kneale
of Quatermass fame. Like Jonathan Miller's BBC MR James adaption
Whistle And I'll Come To You, The Stone Tape was first shown at
Christmas and is both fondly remembered and generally regarded to be
one of the more scary things transmitted on British television over the
years. In 1972, Bates was also memorable in an episode of Public Eye
called Horse and Carriage. Public Eye was a brilliant private detective
show with Alfred Burke. Peter Sallis was also in an episode of Public
Eye. Bates also won great acclaim for Inspector Truscott in the West
End production of Loot by Joe Orton in 1966.

(392) The track and field hero Kriss Akabusi made a guest appearance as a milkman in the 1997 episode There Goes the Groom.

(393)
The train station used in the episode From Audrey Nash to the Widow
Dilhooley is Huddersfield. This is the episode where Truly learns that
an old flame is coming to town. 

(394) Brian Wilde had an uncredited role as a policeman in the Bond film You Only Live Twice. 

(395)
Billy Hardcastle believes he is a direct descendant of Robin Hood.
Billy seems to have a theory that Robin Hood was from Yorkshire. 

(396) Ken Kitson as PC Cooper sported a rather luxurious mustache in some of the earlier episodes. 

(397)
What makes the episode Elegy For Fallen Wellies especially touching is
that when Cleggy talks about Compo he is clearly expressing too the
thoughts of Peter Sallis on missing his friend Bill Owen. 

(398)
Although the snootier retrospectives of Summer Wine sometimes suggest
the show got silly when the comical stunts became a staple, they did
actually make the show more popular - especially with kids. And there
were plenty of classic episodes too beyond the Blamire years so it
isn't as if there was any decline in quality when it came to the acting
and Roy Clarke's wonderful dialogue. It is probably fair to say that
the show got a bit tired at times near the very end of its long run
(and one unavoidably missed some of the old favourites who had passed
away or were now reduced to brief cameos) but it was still always
watchable and enjoyable right to the end. 

(399) In 2023,
dancers Deborah Sanderson and Vince Virr performed an aerial routine
outside the Holmfirth Picturedrome dressed as Nora Batty and Compo to
promote the Holmfirth Arts Festival.

(400) The Loxley Lozenge
features the chassis of a vintage car Wesley has found. The name of the
car (Loxley Lozenge) is fictional and was invented purely for the
episode. 

(401) Wesley Pegdens jeep is a Land Rover. 

(402)
Cleggy's fear of driving comes from the fact that when he was married
he had a temperamental car which would sometimes reverse instead of
accelerating. This turned him into a nervous driver who was
uncomfortable behind the wheel. 

(403) Edie always drove a Triumph Herald car in Last of the Summer Wine. 

(404) Hobo's real name is Luther Hobdyke.

(405) Hobo is a retired milkman. Alvin and Entwistle seem to suggest that Hobo wasn't a very good milkman!

(406)
One of the strengths of the classic episode Full Steam Behind is that
the focus is entirely on Cleggy, Compo, and Foggy. In later years the
show would become more of a 'collective' with a larger group of
characters. 

(407) Bill Owen, although he insisted on carrying
on and was determined to complete his scenes, was 85 and in poor health
during his last days on Last of the Summer Wine. Mike Grady said an
interview many years later that Bill would shoot a scene and then slump
in his chair exhausted. Mike said that he will always remember Bill
Owen as a very brave man who was a true professional - right to the
end. 

(408) On the last batch of episodes that Bill Owen was
involved in they didn't manage to shoot all the interior scenes before
Bill fell ill and sadly passed away. They had to use some older footage
of Bill and body doubles to complete these scenes. 

(409) You
can now buy a DVD set which includes every series of Last of the Summer
Wine. It would take you a long time to get through that!

(410) Peter Sallis wore some of his real old clothes as Cleggy when Last of the Summer Wine first started. 

(411)
Entwistle is a jack of all trades. Not only is he an electrician but
he's also a fortune teller and washing machine salesman!

(412)
Kenneth Cope appeared in two episodes of Summer Wine - The Love Mobile
and All That Glitters Is Not Elvis. Kenneth Cope was in many things but
is probably best known for his role as Marty in the cult supernatural
detective show Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased). 

(413) Although
the world the characters inhabit in Last of the Summer Wine often seems
anachronistic or old-fashioned, we do see Barry Wilkinson using a
laptop computer quite a lot. 

(414) Roy Clarke said that while
Norman Clegg was written with Peter Sallis in mind he wasn't involved
in the casting of Compo and Blamire and made no suggestions as to what
actors might play these characters. It obviously turned out perfect in
the end though because they got Bill Owen and Michael Bates. 

(415)
Roy Clarke said that, although it was still summer when they shot the
first episode of Last of the Summer Wine, it was actually quite nippy
up on the moors with a wind coming in. 

(416) Tony Melody, who
dubbed John Comer's lines in Getting Sam Home due to John's illness,
later played a pub landlord in the 2003 episode The Second Husband and
the Showgirls. This is the episode where the husband of Truly's former
wife (the former Mrs Truelove - as Truly would say) turns up. 

(417)
In the first script notes for what became the Last of the Summer Wine
pilot, Nora Batty is described as a 'fat, dreadful looking woman'. 

(418) We never actually get a first name for Auntie Wainwright in the show. 

(419)
Repeats of Last of the Summer Wine were reported to have got a huge
ratings boost during the pandemic lockdowns. It was the perfect show to
use as a means to escape from the world and its troubles. 

(420)
Bill Owen was nearly 60 when he got the part of Compo. Bill's career
was somewhat on the wane at the time. This probably explains why Bill
loved Compo and Summer Wine so much. It gave him a whole new career
later in life. 

(421) In the episode Magic And The Morris
Minor, Auntie Wainwright is told by her doctor that it isn't good to
constantly scrimp and save and that she should spend some money for a
change and enjoy herself. To this end, Auntie Wainwright goes to Ivy's
cafe and orders the most expensive cream cake on the menu. This is a
cream slice which costs 75p. However, Auntie Wainwright - as ever -
then has an attack of tightness. She takes the cake back to the shop
and sells it to Smiler for a pound!

(422) In the episode Under
the Rug, Auntie Wainwright makes another attempt to spend some money at
Ivy's cafe but after learning of the prices for breakfast she simply
orders half a cup of tea!

(423) Kathy Staff's original audition
for Nora Batty was a last minute job in which she was nearly late. Fate
though had obviously decided that Kathy would play this part. You
couldn't imagine anyone else as Nora. 

(424) Peter Sallis, Jean
Alexander, and Robert Fyfe were all in their 90s when they died. While
it is sad they are no longer around they certainly had a good innings
and provided us with many hours of happy entertainment. 

(425) Jane Freeman said of the character of cafe owner Ivy - "I’m like one of those seaside-postcard battleaxes."

(426)
When the show became more of an ensemble there were usually a checklist
of staple scenes. A visit to the cafe, ladies coffee session, a visit
to Wesley's shed, Barry and Glenda having breakfast, the captive Howard
trying to work out how to get a message to Marina, Compo bantering with
Nora outside her house, and so on. 

(427) Barry and Glenda
occasionally talk about the prospect of having children but they never
actually had any kids in the show. Mike Grady and Sarah Thomas were
both knocking on a bit in the later years of the show so in the end
they couldn't really depict them as a young couple thinking about
having children in the future anymore. 

(428) It was generally
recorded that Keith Clifford (as Billy) left Summer Wine so he could
take other acting jobs but it has been reported too that Keith Clifford
had a bad back and left the show for health reasons. Keith was the daft
younger one in the Clegg/Truly/Billy trio so the lion's share of any
slapstick or stunt comedy fell on him. 

(429) Auntie Wainwright
is said in the show to own most of Stackpole Street. She clearly has
more wealth and money than her clothes and penny pinching would suggest
but she just can't help being mean and miserly. 

(430) Smiler
has a white convertible 1972 Chevrolet Impala. Auntie Wainwright
occasionally uses this car for promotional purposes. 

(431)
Colin Farrell (not THAT Colin Farrell obviously) made two appearances
in Last of the Summer Wine as Clegg's cousin Aubrey. Aubrey was a right
pain in the you know what. He was very bossy and controlling and made
Cleggy a virtual prisoner in his own house. Aubrey wouldn't even let
Cleggy go out to play with his friends!

(432) Cleggy's last
house in Summer Wine has a rather strange door at times. The door
sometimes looks like it belongs in a stable!

(433) Philip
Jackson appeared in three 1976 episodes as Compo's nephew Gordon
Simmonite. Gordon joined the characters when they went to Scarborough.
Thereafter, Gordon never appeared in the show again. It might be a case
that Philip Jackson (who was a busy actor in many things) was
unavailable but it seems more likely that Roy Clarke decided to remove
the characters related to Compo. The general concept behind Last of the
Summer Wine's classic main trio is that they don't have any
responsibilities or connections (like wives, children, family etc) so
knock around together to pass the time and have some company. This
concept doesn't work as well if Compo has numerous relatives constantly
popping in and out of the show. 

(434) There was no explanation
in the show for why the character of Babs Avery disappeared. It appears
that Babs didn't really work in the show and was just quietly dropped. 

(435)
Gordon Simmonite married Josie (played by Liz Goulding) in the show.
Josie Simmonite, like Gordon, is another character that was dropped
from the show quite sharpish and didn't become a regular. 

(436)
Seymour was married to Miriam Utterthwaite. Miriam left Seymour because
his inventions drove her mad! Miriam is mentioned in the show more than
once but we never actually see her. 

(437) Entwistle is married but we never see his wife. 

(438)
It is probably fair to say that the early episodes with Blamire had
less plot and simpler scenarios than the later episodes in decades to
come. The later episodes had more characters and the situations that
the main trio got into with Foggy were more elaborate and outlandish
than the ones with Blamire. 

(439) In the early episode The New
Mobile Trio, Cleggy shoves a kid off a Road Safety Exhibition Driving
Simulator so he can have a go himself. You can't imagine the Clegg of
later series doing something like this!

(440) Blamire, Cleggy,
and Compo, mirror - intentionally one would imagine - the class system.
Blamire is a Tory who had a white-collar job, Compo is an unemployed
scruff who hates authority, and Clegg is the everyman in the middle. 

(441)
In the early episodes of Summer Wine there is a noticeable difference
between the film stock quality of the exterior scenes and interior
scenes. 

(442) First of the Summer Wine was slightly more
realistic and less broad in tone than Last of the Summer Wine. First of
the Summer Wine sometimes feels more like a gentle comic drama than a
sitcom. This is especially the case with the pilot. 

(443) Compo's wife ran away and left him in 1947. Compo has no idea what happened to his wife or whether she is still alive. 

(444)
Eli Woods and James Casey made five appearances in Last of the Summer
Wine together as drunks. Woods and Casey were comedians and also
cousins. Their last appearance was in 2006. 

(445) Last of the Summer Wine occasionally did some shooting near the River Calder. 

(446) There was a gap of two years between Wesley Pegden's first appearance and his second appearance. 

(447)
In the episode The Arts of Concealment, Foggy causes a group of
cyclists to crash when he attempts to demonstrate camouflage
techniques. The cyclists used were from the Yorkshire Terrier Cycle
Collective.

(448) Last of the Summer Wine appealed to different
generations because many of us can remember watching it as both
children and then much later adults. Because the show went out on a
Sunday I'm sure many of us associate it with that dreaded feeling of
knowing there is school tomorrow!

(449) Roy Clarke said that
Peter Sallis delivered Clegg's lines brilliantly and never asked for
anything in a script to be changed. 

(450) The comedy in the
character of Foggy Dewhurst comes from his unshakable but misplaced
self-belief. Foggy doesn't realise that the main reason Cleggy and
Compo go along with his barmy schemes is that it amuses them to
anticipate the moment when it will eventually go wrong!

(451)
Roy Clarke said that the main reason he got rid of the library and
library characters fairly early in the show is that he was struggling
to think of new ideas or scenes for the library. In the early years of
the show, Blamire, Cleggy, and Compo go to the library to read the
newspapers. Because they are struggling to find ways to pass the time
the library is somewhere they gravitate towards because you don't have
to pay to get in!

(452) Derek Etchells made two appearances in
the early seasons of Last of the Summer Wine as the 'repo man' Eric. We
see Eric repossessing things from Compo's house. Compo is so used to
the repo men he leaves the door unlocked for them!

(453) Hobo,
who became the 'leader' of the last main trio in the show, doesn't
really get an introduction episode in the way that Foggy, Seymour, and
Truly did. Hobo is just sort of suddenly there in the show one day. 

(454) Compo has a number of insults for Foggy. Perhaps his favourite though is to call Foggy a 'great long dollop'!

(455) The ladies coffee morning scenes would often end with the women drinking their coffee/tea in synchronised fashion. 

(456)
In the episode Return of the Warrior, Nora Batty and Ivy both show a
bit of rare affection and kindness to Foggy when they welcome him home.


(457) In the prequel show First of the Summer Wine, the
building which would later become Sid's Cafe is a fish and chip shop.
The name of the shop is Hygenic Fisheries. 

(458) Jean
Fergusson said the scenes in the show where Howard and Marina end up in
water were no picnic because it was usually freezing and the water in
some of the canals they filmed in was rather on the dirty side!

(459) Peter Sallis and Frank Thornton were born in the same year only a few days apart. 

(460)
Gary Whitaker does a very credible impersonation of Joe Gladwin as
Wally Batty in First of the Summer Wine. Whitaker manages to capture
Joe's unique way of speaking. 

(461) Compo will often say Tha’ - which is Yorkshire slang for You. 

(462)
One of Compo's favourite words is 'chuffing'. 'Chuffin' eck' is
basically a Yorkshire way of swearing without actually swearing!

(463)
Roy Clarke said he was disappointed that First of the Summer Wine was
axed by the BBC because he had hoped to write some episodes where you
see these characters during World War 2. 

(464) Foggy Dewhurst's idea of a good time is to go on a brisk route march in rough terrain!

(465) A Compo outfit worn by Bill Owen in the show in the late 1990s fetched £6,000 at an auction after Summer Wine ended. 

(466)
Peter Sallis said in his autobiography that Bill Owen, to get fully
into character, would fill Compo's pockets with childlike things like
conkers and pieces of string. 

(467) It is a great credit to
Brian Wilde and the writing of Roy Clarke that only a few episodes into
series three it already feels like the new character of Foggy Dewhurst
has always been in the show. 

(468) The 1989 Christmas special
What's Santa Brought for Nora Then? contains some Easter eggs which
hint that Foggy Dewhurst will soon be returning to the show - which
indeed he was. 

(469) A lot of cast members in First of the
Summer Wine said they tried not to do a direct impersonation of the
corresponding actor in Last of the Summer Wine because they were
playing their respective character as a young person and no one is the
same as a teenager as they are 40 years later. Well, maybe apart from
Compo! Compo never really grew up at all. 

(470) Jane Freeman
was a very accomplished stage actress and did a lot of plays during her
breaks from shooting Last of the Summer Wine. 

(471) Seymour
came across as quite aloof and strange at first but Roy Clarke and
Michael Aldridge soon softened the character. Seymour became very
whimsical and sweet and was a nice addition to the show. 

(472)
In the episode Why Does Norman Clegg Buy Ladies' Elastic Stockings?
there is a little music cue riffing on the American soap opera Dallas
(which revolved around Texas oil tycoons) when Compo and Clegg drill
for oil. 

(473) Robert Fyfe actually appeared in some Hollywood
movies when Last of the Summer Ended. He was in Cloud Atlas and Pride
and Prejudice and Zombies. Robert also appeared in Coronation Street as
Malcom Lagg. 

(474) The original concept for the character of
Marina is that she was going to be a widow. This was dropped though.
Marina instead became a single woman desperate for some love and
attention. 

(475) One of the main reasons why Michael Aldridge
was cast as Seymour, besides being a very fine and respected actor, is
that he was different enough from Brian Wilde so as not to draw direct
comparisons to Foggy (who was obviously a difficult act to follow). 

(476)
Alan J W Bell said it was his wife who suggested Thora Hird for the
part of Edie. Alan was doubtful that a big star like Thora Hird would
agree to take a supporting role in Summer Wine but - happily - Thora
was delighted to accept the role of Edie. Thora loved Yorkshire and so
the idea of being in Last of the Summer Wine was something that
appealed to her. 

(477) One of the reasons why Sarah Thomas was cast as Glenda is that she had a resemblance to a younger version of Thora Hird. 

(478)
Juliette Kaplan said she angrily confronted the BBC One controller Jay
Hunt at a dinner when Last of the Summer Wine was axed. Juliette said
that Jay Hunt got a bit flustered and was clearly trying to escape!

(479)
Barry Wilkinson is always searching for a hobby to make his life more
interesting. Before he settled on golf, the hobbies he tried include
kite flying, a radio controlled aeroplane, music instruments, and
country & western!

(480) In the final series of Last of the
Summer Wine, Pearl throws Howard out but takes him back in the last
episode. Despite everything these two people do have a bond - though
you wouldn't know it at the best of times!

(481) Roy Clarke said
he was quite surprised when Last of the Summer Wine became a huge
ratings smash and a mainstream success. He had never anticipated that
the show had the potential to be so popular. 

(482) Peter
Sallis was unavailable for location shooting on First of the Summer
Wine because he was obviously still making Last of the Summer Wine.
Peter's scenes in the prequel show were nearly all shot in a studio. 

(483)
Jean Alexander made her debut in Last of the Summer Wine about a year
after play Hilda Ogden for the last time in Coronation Street. 

(484)
Jean Fergusson was something of a rarity in the Summer Wine cast
because she was actually born in Yorkshire. Jean was born in Wakefield.


(485) In the episode titled The Treasure of the Deep there is a
musical reference during the launderette scene to the Marvin Gaye song
I Heard It Through the Grapevine. This a reference to a famous Levi
jeans commercial of the era which featured the model Nick Kamen. In the
commercial, Kamen stripped to his boxer shorts in a 1950s-style
launderette as the song plays. 

(486) The top rated episode of Last of the Summer Wine on IMDB is Just a Small Funeral with a rating of 9.

(487)
The second highest rated episode of Last of the Summer Wine on IMDB is
Getting Sam Home with a rating of 8.9. Third place is a tie between
Elegy for Fallen Wellies and Full Steam Behind. Both of these episodes
scored 8.8. 

(488) The lowest rated episode of Summer Wine on
IMDB is Will Randolph Make a Good Impression? In this 2009 episode,
Hobo tries to bring romance to Stella and ends up dressing Randolph up
as Zorro. Suffice to say, this episode is definitely not vintage Summer
Wine. It only scored 5.7 on IMDB. 

(489) Alvin is partial to a bit of al fresco dining. He's always having a cup of tea or breakfast outside of his house. 

(490) Nora Batty's maiden name is Nora Renshaw. 

(491)
Jack Smethurst guest starred in the 1997 episode Deviations with
Davenport. In this episode, the trio find a man writing a guide book
for walkers. Foggy takes charge and - inevitably - gets them completely
lost! Jack Smethurst did many things but was probably best known for
the sitcom Love Thy Neighbour.

(492) Thora Hird, Kathy Staff,
and Joe Gladwin were all in the 1962 British new wave film A Kind of
Loving. Kathy and Joe only had tiny parts in this. The film had a tidy
cast because it also included Leonard Rossiter, Alan Bates, and James
Bolam.

(493) Before he became a writer, Roy Clarke was a policeman, teacher, salesman and taxi driver. He also spent time in the army. 

(494) We hear some interior monologues from the characters in Getting Sam Home - which is certainly novel for Summer Wine. 

(495)
Peter Sallis once said in an interview that he felt the late John Comer
as Sid was one of those actors who didn't realise how good he was.
Peter said he was always impressed at how John delivered his lines in
such a natural way. 

(496) There was some speculation in the
press that Last of the Summer Wine might be coming to an end around the
time that Michael Aldridge replaced Brian Wilde in the show. This
speculation obviously proved to be very wide of the mark because the
show carried on for many more years. 

(497) Roy Clarke said in an interview that the characters of Mrs Avery and Babs were a bit misjudged and didn't really work. 

(498) Compo is a great lover of ferrets. He even takes them on holiday with him.  

(499)
Foggy Dewhurst will occasionally go into a trance and blank everything
out when he is attempting to think or remember something. It's like a
Jedi mind trick!

(500) Seymour seems to like wearing his old
headmaster's gown when he is at home. He sometimes can't help reverting
back to his headmaster days and treating Cleggy and Compo like
schoolboys. 

(501) The 2008 episode A Short Introduction to
Cooper's Rules is something of a departure because it supplies a larger
than usual role for the two police officers - who both have names
(Cooper and Walsh) now. 

(502) The 2008 episode It's Never Ten
Years features clips of Bill Owen as Compo and is framed around Truly
and Cleggy remembering Compo on the 10th anniversary of his death
(though this episode came out only eight years after the funeral
episodes). It's a nice trip down memory lane although one does suspect
that this episode was cobbled together at the last minute. The general
theory is that they wanted to get in a Bill Owen tribute episode before
the BBC pulled the plug on Last of the Summer Wine. 

(503) The
2008 episode Get Out of That, Then is the last one where Clegg and
Truly are part of the main cast. They couldn't get insurance for Peter
Sallis and Frank Thornton to do outdoor scenes after this. 

(504) Jean Fergusson said it was no picnic having to navigate the terrain of rural Yorkshire in Marina's high heels!

(505)
At the Summer Wine gift shop in Holmfirth you can buy clotted cream and
fudge shortbread in a Last of the Summer Wine themed box. 

(506)
Last of the Summer Wine would sometimes do some shooting in Brighouse.
Brighouse is a town within the metropolitan borough of Calderdale, in
West Yorkshire. 

(507) Series 27 was the first one to be made in high definition. 

(508)
Ronnie Hazlehurst died in 2007 after composing the music for all the
Summer Wine episodes. His name remained on the credits for the last few
years of the show because much of his old music was still used. 

(509)
Russ Abbot had an incompetent spy character in his old comedy sketch
show called Basildon Bond. Roy Clarke apparently once wrote a pilot for
a Basildon Bond series called 
008 – The Real James Bond. This was
clearly the basis for the character of Hobo - or at least Hobo's
alleged (and highly unbelievable) background. 

(510) During the
Summer Wine days, Roy Clarke once went down to London to attend a BBC
event. However, the security guard wouldn't let Roy in because his name
had been left off the guest list. Rather than explain who he was, Roy
simply got in his car and drove back to Yorkshire!

(511) Russ Abbot said he initially considered himself too young to be in Last of the Summer Wine! He took the part anyway. 

(512)
Last of the Summer Wine was a fixture of Sunday teatime for many years,
sandwiched alongside shows like Songs of Praise and The Antiques
Roadshow. This might be why some people of a certain age don't have
fond memories of it. They perhaps associate Summer Wine with the dull
Sundays of their childhood when the shops were shut and there were only
a few channels on the telly! These days you have gazillions of
channels, streaming, and things like YouTube so you aren't at the mercy
of BBC and ITV for your home entertainment in the way that kids of past
decades were.

(513) Steven Merchant, who wrote The Office with
Ricky Gervais, said in an interview that he was always a big fan of
Last of the Summer Wine. 

(514) The song "Travelers" by Andrew
Prahlow from the video game Outer Wilds definitely sounds a bit like
the theme tune to Last of the Summer Wine. It could just be a
coincidence. 

(515) You can buy Last of the Summer Wine themed posters, t-shirts, and mugs on Amazon. 

(516)
Roy Clarke once said, only half in jest you suspect, that he thinks one
of the reasons why Last of the Summer Wine lasted so long is that BBC
often forgot it was still being made! This conjures an image of some
bigwig sitting at the Beeb's headquarters in 2005 who mistakenly
presumes they'd axed the show in 1985 and had no idea it was still in
production up in Yorkshire!

(517) Holmfirth celebrated the 50th
anniversary of Summer Wine with pub crawls, a Captain Clutterbuck’s
Treasure Hunt, and the chance to be photographed alongside Edie
Pegden’s red Triumph Herald. Jonathan Linsley and Tommy Cannon were on
hand to enjoy the celebrations. 

(518) Holmfirth can trace its lineage back to the 13th century.

(519)
Roy Clarke said that the show forming around a trio (Hobbo, Entwhistle
and Alvin) near the end was a definite nod to the show's roots. 

(520)
In its later series you can definitely sense that Last of the Summer
Wine is groping to find a settled central main cast dynamic like the
old days of the 'main trio'. The show (until the arrival of Russ Abbot)
seemed to experiment with different dynamics and characters. Much of
this was obviously forced on them though by cast members passing on,
leaving the show, or not being able to shoot as many scenes as they
used to. The show simply had to adjust, change, and cope as best it
could. 

(521) The interior decor of Clegg's last house in the
show is simple, old-fashioned, cosy, and ordinary. It matches the
character of Clegg perfectly.

(522) The spatial dynamics of
Compo's house don't always make sense when he's looking out of a
window. It is probably best not to think about these things too much. 

(523)
Nora's washing line is over the little walkway that runs past the front
of her house. Compo always takes a keen interest in what is on Nora's
washing line - much to Nora's disgust and dismay.

(524) Roy
Clarke said that although he was fairly relaxed about Summer Wine being
axed in 2010, him and the cast and crew would have happily carried on
making it if the BBC had wanted it to continue. 

(525) Clegg,
unlike Foggy and Blamire, never really talks about what happened to him
in the war. He does mention being in the army though quite a few times.


(526) It is never really explained why Smiler is working for
Auntie Wainwright because he clearly loathes this job and the wages are
almost certainly terrible - probably even non-existent from what we
know about Auntie Wainwright! Maybe Smiler owed Auntie Wainwright a
favour or something? 

(527) Roy Clarke said that his favourite sitcom out of the ones he didn't write is Dad's Army. 

(528)
A 1970 Triumph Herald 13/60 that featured in Last of the Summer Wine as
Edie's car sold for £16,500 at an auction in 2021. 

(529) Foggy Dewhurst always has a neatly trimmed mustache. His predecessor Blamire also had a tache. 

(530) Roy Clarke said in a 2018 interview that he enjoys watching Last of the Summer Wine repeats. 

(531)
Believe it or not, Corgi made a Last of the Summer Wine Land Rover (a
reference to Wesley) toy car and Compo figure. Compo is in an out of
control armchair! Sadly, you get no Wesley figure in the car though. 

(532)
Lynda Baron was a guest star in Getting Sam Home. Lynda, famously, was
Nurse Gladys Emmanuel in Roy Clarke's Open All Hours. Trivia that'll
probably be of no use to you - Lynda was in two Woody Allen films.
Scoop and You Will Meet a Tall Dark Stranger.

(533) Open All
Hours only ran to four series - which stretched out over nine years.
This was due to the fact that Roy was doing Last of the Summer Wine and
Ronnie Barker also had other commitments.

(534) Roy Clarke said
he doesn't really have a favourite episode of Last of the Summer Wine
because he can't even remember half of them now!

(535) Barry has
a lot of different cars over the course of Last of the Summer Wine.
They surely can't be company cars either because he works in a building
society!

(536) Wally Batty made his first appearance in the episode titled Some Enchanted Evening. 

(537)
Edie has a bit of OCD when it comes to constantly checking that she's
locked her front door when leaving the house. I do this too!

(538)
Edie putting on a posh voice in Last of the Summer Wine to call Wesley
in was dampened down a bit in the end so as not to draw comparisons
between Edie and Hyacinth Bucket in Keeping Up Appearances. Speaking
for myself, I'd much rather live next door to Edie than Hyacinth Bucket!

(539)
Michael Bates served with the Chindits in World War 2. The Chindits
were special forces brigades sent behind Japanese lines in Burma. They
were commanded by Major General Orde Charles Wingate. Wingate was an
adventurer who was an expert in guerilla warfare and rather like the
'troubleshooter' of the British Empire - someone to be sent for
whenever there was trouble. 

(540) A chair that was used by
both Bill and Tom Owen on the set of Last of the Summer Wine was put up
for auction recently. Bill used this chair to sit between takes during
his last years on Summer Wine and Tom carried on using the chair in
honour of his father. 

(541) Tom Owen had more or less retired
from acting when he was asked to played Compo's son in Last of the
Summer Wine. Tom said it didn't take him long to make up his mind and
agree to join the show. 

(542) Danbury Mint have done little
replica's of Nora Batty's house and also the row of houses where Cleggy
and Howard and Pearl live. These little models are often for sale on
eBay. 

(543) Danbury Mint did a Foggy Dewhurst figurine. This
figurine can go for £250 on eBay. Danbury Mint have also done figurines
for Clegg, Truly, Wally Batty, and Auntie Wainwright. 

(544)
Barbara Young, who played Stella, was perhaps most celebrated in her
career for playing the future Emperor Nero's mother, Agrippina, in the
landmark 1976 BBC serial I, Claudius. 

(545) Jane Freeman was born Shirley Ann Pithers. 

(546) June Whitfield was made a Dame in 2017 for her services to drama and entertainment.

(547)
In the 2003 episode The Secret Birthday of Norman Clegg, Cleggy wants
to have a quiet birthday lunch with Truly but things don't quite go
according to plan. Clegg doesn't reveal how old he is in the episode
but Peter Sallis was 82 at the time so we can presume that's more or
less what Clegg is too. 

(548) Tom Owen was the Head of Drama at Thames Valley University at one point. 

(549) Ivy seems to have a slight obsession with stacking scones neatly!

(550) Ivy mostly has green checked drapes in the cafe. She seems to like light blue cups too. 

(551) We see a photograph of Truly's ex-wife Mabel (the former Mrs Truelove) in one episode but only from the back. 

(552)
Having characters mentioned but not seen is a common device in Roy
Clarke's work. In his show Open All Hours, we never actually see the
mother of Nurse Gladys Emmanuel - though she is (much to the annoyance
of Arkwright) still a looming presence in the show. There are a host of
characters in Summer Wine who are mentioned but never seen. Roy Clarke
said that it works better if you have to imagine some of the characters
for yourself. Other shows do this too. In the classic detective series
Columbo, Peter Falk's title character frequently mentions his wife but
we never actually meet or see her. In the sitcom One Foot in the Grave,
Victor Meldrew's cheerful and kind but strange neighbour Nick Swainey
has a bedridden mother who he is often talking to. We never actually
see Mr Swainey's mother though in the show. 

(553) Bill Owen and Kathy Staff were much sought after for panto season during Summer Wine's glory years. 

(554)
Joe Gladwin began his career in the music halls. It was apparently a
tough time for people like Joe when the music hall tradition waned and
vanished because they no longer had steady work. Joe was fortunate
enough though to forge a television career in the end. 

(555)
Robert Fyfe said shooting Summer Wine could be hard work because they
often had to shoot multiple scenes one after another in location spots.
If a film crew have lugged their equipment to a bridge or canal you
want to shoot as many scenes as you can there to save money. 

(556) Roy Clarke clearly loved Kathy Staff as an actor because she was also in Open All Hours as Mrs Blewitt.  

(557)
Kathy Staff was named Yorkshire Woman of the Year in 2001. The men's
award went to Patrick Stewart - or Captain Picard as he's better known.


(558) You probably won't be surprised to learn that Edie failed her driving test several times!

(559)
Peter Sallis said that he barely got to know Holmfirth during
production on the early series because he stayed in Marsden. Marsden is
a large village in the Colne Valle. Peter said he later rented a
cottage in Holmfirth and got to know the place much better. 

(560)
Peter Sallis said that Holmfirth changed quite a bit during his time on
Summer Wine. Peter said it was quieter with far less shops back in
1973. 

(561) The character of Wesley Pegden was a clever
creation for the show because Wesley's mechanic and inventor status
supplied unlimited potential when it came to the plots. 

(562)
Juliette Kaplan said she wore thermal underwear shooting Summer Wine
because it could get a bit nippy in Yorkshire - even in the
summer.  

(563) Before the Compo funeral episodes aired,
Frank Thornton said - "Roy Clarke wrote what they called the Compo
Requiem. Encompassing death in a sitcom is almost unheard of.

There's
all the poignancy of us losing a friend and at the same time it's very
funny. It's most extraordinary stuff. And for Peter and me, behind the
death of Compo was the death of Bill - that could have been so
tasteless in the hands of someone else but there won't be a dry eye in
the house."

(564) Jean Alexander described Auntie Wainwright as being a bit like a snappy little Yorkshire terrier!
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