





[image: Cover: Always Remember: 365 Days of Wisdom for Life]










Always Remember provided a place for me to share my story of God’s redeeming love and divine plan. Throughout its pages, I hope you will see how he weaves every part of our lives for his glory to equip and inspire future generations.


Shari Rigby, actor, director, writer, founder of a women’s ministry group


What an honor to be asked to share my story of God’s plan for my life. May it help you to always remember that your life can be an encouragement to others.


Alexandra Boylan, filmmaker, producer, screenwriter


God has graciously blessed me with a decades-long career in TV and film. But that pales in comparison to the honor of sharing Jesus’s redeeming love and hope to the world. My deepest heart cry is that readers will always remember who God is—and who they are in him. I can think of no greater blessing!


Nancy Stafford, actor, author, speaker


I pray that Always Remember will inspire you, as the apostle Paul says, to always know Jesus and to help make him known.


Shelia Erwin, author, ministry leader, teacher
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To Sophia


May you always remember the profound gift you are, cherished by your mom and dad, deeply loved by your grandparents and all who will come to know you.


With all my love,
 Gigi


I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the contributors of this book. Your invaluable wisdom and insights serve as a timeless gift to all. Each of you has enriched this work with your unique voice, perspective, and profound biblical knowledge, creating a tapestry of truths that will undoubtedly inspire generations to come.
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INTRODUCTION





Near the end of a counseling session, I heard myself say, “Now always remember…” to which I added a word of hope to my client until our next appointment.


Why do I do that? I wondered. Why do I always end that way? A little four-year-old version of myself came to my mind, sitting on the swing almost daily with my grandfather. He would use our “swing moments” to speak truth into my life, often describing scenarios that I might find myself in, and then saying, “But now always remember.”


For example, one time he said to me, “Kim, I may not always be with you. I may not always have you on this swing with me. You may not always be able to hear my words. But I want you to always remember that I love you, and there’s someone who will always go with you, and his name is Jesus. I want you to always remember that, Kim.” And here I am, sixty years later, always remembering the words of wisdom my grandfather put into my heart and into my thoughts as seeds that grew and illuminated my mind when I needed them most.


My thoughts turned next to all the incredible people I’ve met along my life’s journey, and I recalled many of the “always remember” words that they have spoken and are still speaking. And so this book was born: a collection of wise words from friends who, I believe, will speak into your life and will inspire you to speak your own godly wisdom into the lives of generations to come.


I hope you’ll always remember that you matter, that you are loved, and that no matter what anyone may say and no matter what darkness may come upon your life, there is someone who loves you beyond anything you could ever imagine, and he is always with you, and his name is Jesus.


Kim Crabill
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JANUARY 1


THOUGHTS MATTER!





For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.


PROVERBS 23:7 NKJV


“There’s just something special about you!” Have you ever thought about the words that have gotten you through life? What kept you from giving up? What words echo in your heart, inspiring hope that something good lies just beyond your current struggle or your latest mistake? “You are special,” spoken to me as a child by someone I loved and trusted, illuminated some of my darkest days and helped me reach many of my brightest moments. And I can’t tell you how many times these words helped me battle my own negative thinking.


Here’s the truth: thoughts matter. What you believe today is guiding you to who you are becoming tomorrow. I pray this book becomes like a trusted friend you rush to sit with each day to fill you with God’s hopeful truth and empowering thoughts. And even if no one ever told you before, I pray that throughout each page, you hear the words that help you always remember what your heavenly Father says each day: “There’s just something special about you.”


Dear Father, help me each day to remember your words of Isaiah 43:4, that I am precious in your sight!


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 2


MORE THAN GETTING BY





“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”


JOHN 10:10 ESV


So many Christians today seem to be worn out. When you ask how they’re doing, they say “Just making it” or “Getting by,” giving the impression that they are barely surviving. What about you, friend? What is your answer when someone asks how you’re doing? This life has a way of consuming our mental and emotional energy. News stations thrive on the negative, and gossip abounds on every side. It all robs us of our peace and joy, leaving weariness in its place.


But God is a God of abundance, and when you receive that abundance, it changes how you think and how you live. You are no longer “getting by.” Instead, you are more than a conqueror, loaded with daily benefits. This truth should put a spring in your step and a smile on your face. Always remember that the God you serve has provided everything you need to live joyfully in his abundance. If you choose to focus on that fact today, you will find yourself soaring with eagles, high above the others who are barely making it.


Lord, thank you for your joy that I can experience no matter the circumstances or the news.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 3


SEEK GOD’S MERCY AND GRACE





Let us confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and find grace whenever we need help.


HEBREWS 4:16 NET


Am I the only one who feels the Christian life is difficult? You see, I love Jesus, and I so want to represent him well in this world, but I don’t always operate out of the gifts he has given me. I don’t always lean on his power and, instead, try to do things in my flesh, knowing I will fail when I do! Oh, those days bring such grief to my sinful heart when I realize the tremendous grief I have caused my loving Father.


I need to always remember that my High Priest, Jesus, sympathizes with my weakness because he was tempted in every way that we are (Hebrews 4:15). Does this mean he was tempted to do things in his flesh and was tempted not to use his gifts for good works? Yes! He was tempted, but, unlike me, Jesus didn’t sin. The beautiful truth is that I can still approach the throne of grace confidently, knowing I will find his mercy and grace there. And friends, so can you.


Lord, thank you for your mercies that are new every morning.


Carmen Pate, Roses and Rainbows advisory board member, author, speaker, Bible teacher, mentor of women














JANUARY 4


A DEPENDABLE GUIDE





“I am the LORD your God, who teaches you what is good for you and leads you along the paths you should follow.”


ISAIAH 48:17 NLT


While sipping your coffee or tea each morning, do you contemplate the day ahead of you and the decisions you need to make? I know I do. Some decisions, like what outfit is appropriate for the day or what to make for dinner, won’t matter much beyond today. But what about the weightier things, like how to deal with a family crisis, where to tighten your spending, what college is best for your kids, or what church you should attend?


Whatever lies unanswered before you, always remember that your Creator God invites you to call on him when you need direction. He promises to guide you, advise you, and watch over you. You don’t have to make your decisions alone. He loves to reveal the steps you need to take one day at a time. How comforting it is to realize you serve a God like that! What confidence it should instill within you as you walk through this day with him!


Thank you, Lord, that I can depend on your guidance every day.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 5


A DROPPED BALL?





“My ways are higher than your ways, and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.”


ISAIAH 55:9 NLT


What are you supposed to do when, by all appearances, God has dropped the ball in your situation? You’ve prayed for weeks, months, or maybe years. You spent many long night hours staring into the dark as you wavered between hope and fear. God, please work things out and give me my heart’s desire. Then the answer comes—a resounding No. What bothers you most is that you know he could have done what you asked, but he chose not to. How do you cope with the sting of rejection?


I have been with you in this land of bewilderment more than once. I know it’s hard to see beyond the hurt and confusion you feel today, but always remember that no matter how it looks in the moment, Jesus has not failed you. What appears to be a mistake on his part is only a small portion of the bigger, beautiful plan he has for your life. For now, know that he loves you, and trust that one day it will all make sense.


Lord, help me to trust your goodness and love even when I don’t understand your ways.


Esther Carpenter, author














JANUARY 6


GLORIOUS PRESSURE





We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed.


2 CORINTHIANS 4:8 NIV


Are you feeling the pressure of having too much on your plate today? Are you afraid to even look at the long list of things you must accomplish for fear that your emotional health will buckle under the weight? Does it help to know that you are not the only thing in life that feels pressure? Grapes must be crushed to make wine. Diamonds form in the dark under great pressure. Olives must be pressed to release the oil we covet so much.


The next time you feel the pressure is too much and worry that its weight will crush you, keep in mind that in the darkness of the struggle, a powerful transformation is happening to you too. Trust God in the process today, my friend, and don’t lose hope. Always remember that, although the trials you are facing may be difficult, they have all been filtered through the hands of our loving heavenly Father. He allows only what is for our good and his glory.


Lord, help me look to you for strength when the pressure of life overwhelms me.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 7


A FEATHERY REFUGE





He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge.


PSALM 91:4 NIV


Do you understand that you aren’t meant to carry life’s painful secrets on your own, yet you find yourself in that place anyway? Shame. Guilt. Embarrassment. Regret. These are just some of the reasons we don’t want to discuss the heaviness of our hearts.


You might be keeping a secret today (perhaps one you’ve held for decades), and its weight has affected how you feel about yourself, others, and even God. But, my friend, don’t let your hurts isolate you. Always remember first and foremost that God loves you. His love brings with it a peace he wants to share with you. You can find refuge in him today. Even before you become brave enough to tell a friend, you can talk to God about anything that’s in your heart. He has a place for you, warm and secure, under his wings. He wants you to stay there until you find the healing you crave. Talk to him today. Let him cover you with his feathers.


Lord, help me remember that I always have a place of loving safety under your wings.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 8


BUSLOADS OF GRACE





By grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works.


EPHESIANS 2:8–9 NIV


I had just graduated and moved to New York City. I was headed to an audition when I read these words in a Campus Crusade discipleship book: “If our relationship with God was dependent on our own good works, we could never have assurance. We would never know if we had done enough to please God.” There it was in black and white: salvation is a gift from God. Yet I had spent my life frantically trying to earn acceptance and prove my worth at home, at school, and at work.


Sadly, I realized I was doing the same thing in my faith walk with God. I wept and poured out my heart to God on that bus. He tenderly showed me that he didn’t want me to try harder; he wanted me to trust him more deeply. He invited me to rest on his finished work on the cross. My relationship was secure because he had done it all. Always remember, there is nothing you can do to earn your salvation. It is God’s gift to you. Rest!


Lord, help me to remember the cross where your love and mercy meet. Thank you for your amazing grace.


Candace Kirkpatrick, actor, speaker, talk show cohost














JANUARY 9


A READY ANSWER





He has given us his very great and precious promises.


2 PETER 1:4 NIV


A frustrated mother once asked her disobedient daughter, “Who do you think you are, young lady?” Her words make me think of how we hear the same question on a spiritual level as well. Can you relate? Do you ever hear in your head, Who do you think you are? The trouble is, we often hear these words when we’re trying to do the right thing and live in obedience before God. Yet our heavenly Father would never raise such a question at a time like that.


So who is it who’s speaking to you? It’s the enemy, our accuser, that’s who. When you hear this condemning question in your head, do you have a ready answer for him? If not, here are a few: I am God’s child (1 John 3:1). I am forgiven (Romans 8:1–2). I have great purpose (Jeremiah 29:11). I can do all things through Christ (Philippians 4:13). Friend, I want you to always remember that this is who you are. This is what God thinks about you. It is a solid truth to stand on every day.


Lord, thank you for giving me love, forgiveness, purpose, and such a beautiful identity in you.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 10


A SHARP FOCUS





We must keep our eyes on Jesus.


HEBREWS 12:2 CEV


I do not love standing in front of a mirror. Yes, I know it is a necessary part of life. If we want our hair to look perfect, if we want to hide our wrinkles and blemishes, we need some time in front of a high-focus mirror. But I’m glad we don’t have to stay there all day. It isn’t good for us to focus on ourselves too long.


This concept applies to our spiritual lives too. We need to spend time in Scripture so we can see blemishes that need our attention. But it’s important not to fall into the trap of focusing on ourselves, our faults, and our flaws. C. H. Spurgeon once said, “It is ever the Holy Spirit’s work to turn our eyes away from self to Jesus, but Satan’s work is…trying to make us look at ourselves instead of Christ.” My friend, always remember to focus on Jesus, not yourself. He alone can replace your flawed spirit with his pure and peaceable one. Focusing on Christ will always bring you the greatest joy.


Lord, help me to focus on you and not on my shortcomings.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 11


PLOTS AND PERSECUTION





Hide me from the conspiracy of the wicked, from the plots of evildoers.


PSALM 64:2 NIV


Can you recall a time in history when people were more pitted against one another? When the culture “cancels” believers for speaking up and defending their beliefs? Does it seem like every family has a member no one is speaking to? Rather than being surprised, be ready! Spiritual attack and persecution may very well come from the people in your circle. As you experience opposition, recognize it for what it is, and don’t lash out against others. Instead, get mad at your real enemy—Satan. You may even derive a curious comfort from the fact that he always hits those who are making spiritual progress.


King David was well acquainted with persecution. Many plotted against him—some from his own household. Always remember that, as believers, we will not go unopposed: “In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12 NIV). That warning came from an expert!


Dear Lord, please build character in me so that I can stand up to persecution, victorious in you.1


Pat Boone, actor, singer, songwriter, author














JANUARY 12


SCARS OF PURPOSE





“Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.”


JOHN 3:6 NIV


My eyes blinked open and saw the red numbers of a wall clock glaring overhead. The time was later than I expected. I was told that the procedure would take only about sixty minutes, but almost half the day had passed. Why? I gradually absorbed the news that I had suffered a life-threatening hemorrhage and had been operated on to find the source of the bleeding.


There was a lot of shock and grief in those first few days after the emergency, but there was also a profound sense of awe. God was so close to me that it felt like my eyes were open for the first time ever. Through my own body breaking and blood spilling out, I felt as though I had been born again with Christ. He gave me a new life and vision. In an instant, God transformed the worst moment of my life into one that erased all fear of death and filled me with purpose and love. Always remember that he can use our darkest times to give us new life.


Merciful God, thank you for always being ready to transform my bleeding wounds into scars of purpose. You lovingly give me new life when I least expect it.


Maggie Winzeler, women’s wellness writer,  business owner














JANUARY 13


ABIDE AND THRIVE





“Abide in me, and I in you.”


JOHN 15:4 ESV


Do you ever struggle to stay close to Jesus? You want to abide in him as John 15 says, but so many things out there distract you: a full day’s activity, too many commitments, or the damaged relationship you are trying to repair. Maybe think of it this way: When a good friend comes into town for a few days and wants to stay with you, don’t you rearrange your schedule as much as possible to accommodate them?


Abiding in Jesus is like that. You can choose to make room for him, and the coolest thing is that he is only a prayer away. One breath of Jesus, help me is all you need to bring yourself into proximity with him. My friend, always remember that as you stay close to Jesus, he’ll exchange your distractions for his own qualities of love, patience, and peace. Through thick and thin, happiness and sadness, failures and triumphs, he will always be there. He wants you to rest as you abide in him.


Lord, thank you for providing a way for me to stay close to your heart and rest in you.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 14


WHEN YOUR LIFE SEEMS DARK





“I create the light and make the darkness. I send good times and bad times.”


ISAIAH 45:7 NLT


Don’t be surprised when God leads you on a dark, troubled path. He may call you to uncomfortable situations. When I was a young believer, I didn’t understand the troubles that God allowed in my life. So I would run to him, crying out in desperation and sometimes anger. But I learned a valuable lesson that I hope you will always remember: it is the darkness that makes us long for God’s light.


We recognize our need for God in times of trouble and will seek his help and comfort. That is exactly what God desires! When things are going well for us, we may forget God, who gives us all good things. So doesn’t it make sense that God, who loves us most and desires we stay close, would allow us to walk a troubled path? It is not because God is cruel but because he is good! He knows that when we recognize our total dependence on him, we are ready to press on to the great things he has in store for us.


Lord, thank you for taking me through the darkness from time to time so I better appreciate your goodness and light.


Carmen Pate, Roses and Rainbows advisory board member, author, speaker, Bible teacher, mentor of women














JANUARY 15


AN ATTITUDE OF REST





“My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”


EXODUS 33:14 NIV


Have you ever felt like your strength was gone, yet you had no choice but to keep going? I’m talking about the times when you just wanted to curl up in bed and sleep for a while, but your to-do list was too long. You knew rest was coming but it wouldn’t be today. I have found that, many times in my life, the strength I thought I did not have was more of an attitude problem than a lack of physical strength.


If this is you today and you feel like you just have too much to do, I hope you will always remember that God is within you, and he will give you strength to keep going. No matter how much your journey feels like an uphill battle, now is not the time to give up. Choose instead to be the kind of person who gives in to God, leaning on his strength and allowing him to equip you with whatever you need for this day. Your day of rest will come.


Lord, on days when I struggle with an attitude of weariness, give me your gentle strength.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 16


AN EVER-CHANGING YOU





Anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!


2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 NLT


I love the story of Joseph and his brothers in Genesis 37–50. It’s a story of great highs and terrible lows. Deep emotion, family stress, hurt, and shame are all found on its pages. Hated by his brothers and sold into slavery, Joseph was dragged from a prison to a palace before his brothers again stood before him. He could have been bitter. He could have sought revenge.


But instead, Joseph gave his brothers a chance to show they were not the same men who’d abandoned him years ago. My friend, are you grieving a past hurt, or maybe you need to tell someone you are sorry for causing them pain? Whatever the issue, always remember you are not the same person today, and neither are they, so consider forgiveness. You are a new creature in Christ. Jesus is in the process of changing you and making you more like him. This truth will set you free.


Lord, help me to remember that forgiveness is the way to freedom.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 17


BELIEF THAT TRANSFORMS





Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth.


ECCLESIASTES 12:1 NKJV


I was living in Hawaii and enjoying everything a twenty-something could desire: a Waikiki condo, zany friends, and a convertible. I had put God on the far back shelf of my life and was content to leave him there. Then came the letter. Dad didn’t write often, and when he did his letters were short, casual. At the bottom of this letter, however, he wrote, “Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth.” My dad has no recollection of adding that Bible verse to his letter. But it turned out to be an “always remember” moment for me.


The next day I bought a Bible and started reading. Over the next week, I came to believe—really believe—what I’d heard all my life: “that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31 ESV). I will always remember that move from mentally assenting to who Jesus is to believing in “life in his name,” which is nothing like plain old life.


Dear God, thank you for remaking me when I strayed from you. Truly, life with you is never “plain.”


Sue Kline, writer, editor, writing coach














JANUARY 18


ARE YOU OK?





Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life.


PSALM 23:6 NIV


Seven little words from God were a driving force in my life: You’re not OK, but you can be. They weren’t audible words, but I’ve learned to recognize his voice, and I knew beyond any doubt that it was he. And while some days I feel more OK than others, those words helped me see that when I don’t feel OK, God is the one to run to.


What about you, my friend? Do you feel OK today, or are you struggling to be OK? Regardless of how you feel, let me remind you that God cares about every detail of your life. He is the faithful one who keeps his promise to heal broken hearts and restore lives. Even when you don’t feel OK, always remember that God is still good. You can trust his goodness despite your circumstances. He is good even when life is not. If you are not OK today, keep going because maybe tomorrow you will be.


Lord, thank you for your goodness and that I can always count on you to meet my needs.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 19


ARMS OF RESCUE





He lifted me out of the slimy pit.


PSALM 40:2 NIV


When I was a little girl my grandfather and I would often take long walks together. I would run ahead and serenade him with my songs; I loved being his little princess. One day, busy with my princess act, I wasn’t watching where I was going, and I fell into a big pothole in the road. My delight turned to tears as I surveyed my scrapes and scratches. My grandfather rushed to me, took me in his strong arms, and wiped my tears, telling me I would be OK.


My friend, sometimes in life you will experience unexpected potholes that steal your joy. It may be a wrong choice you made, an unwanted phone call, or maybe a misunderstanding with a friend. I want you to always remember that there is no pothole so deep that God won’t come running to your rescue. He will reach down, pick you up, and whisper words of reassurance to you. You will never have a problem too big for him to redeem. He will right your world. His arms are always strong enough to rescue you.


Lord, thank you for the assurance that you will always come to my rescue.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 20


STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE





Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.


PROVERBS 16:24 NIV


Growing up, I often heard younger members of my large family refer to some of the older members by saying, “They have sugar.” This loving point of reference marked the reason for their forgetfulness, their sweating, their frequent trips to the bathroom, and a lot of other characteristics I found funny.


My aunt once baked a cake that we kids were not allowed to touch because it was for the adults who had “sugar.” That cake was the prettiest kind of cake, a strawberry shortcake. As I grew older, I learned that “they have sugar” was actually a loving way to say they were diabetic. Because of this, I will always remember how the words we use shape us and all around us who hear our words. It’s funny to think about now, knowing that the one cake I could not have in childhood would be the one that impacts me the most in adulthood. It is a reminder to choose kind, gracious words in every conversation.


Lord, please grace me with your discernment so that I may choose my words wisely.


Melinda D. Davis, Roses and Rainbows advisory board member, radio network executive














JANUARY 21


BE HIS CHILD





Let my soul be at rest again.


PSALM 116:7 NLT


“Grow up!” Did anyone ever tell you that? I’m exhausted just thinking of it! But being grown-up doesn’t mean that we push down our pain and forge ahead, trying to be what we know we’re supposed to be. Maybe the reason the song “Let it Go” resonates with so many people today is because, for our own well-being, we want to let go of things that have weighed us down for too long.


My friend, if this is you, I want you to always remember that our Lord doesn’t ask you to shove the pain down or push it away, trying to forget about it. Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28 NET). Our heavenly Father only asks for our presence, not our perfection. He doesn’t want us to pretend anything. He wants us to come just as we are. You don’t have to be grown-up today. God has given you permission to just be his child.


Lord, thank you for giving me a place to lay down the baggage I carry. Thank you for rest.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 22


BE LIKE NICK





They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.


ACTS 4:31 NIV


How do you feel about speaking out for Jesus? Do you hesitate to identify with him in public? If so, I get it. We stand a good chance of being snubbed or openly ridiculed. Nicodemus knew a thing or two about this dilemma. He had skulked through dark city streets to visit Jesus in secret (John 3:1–21). Now, three years later, crucifixion day was over. It had been a day of confusion and horror. Jesus was still hanging on the cross, his body broken and spirit gone, when Nicodemus and his friend, Joseph, showed up in the presence of all their friends to retrieve Jesus’ body and give it a proper burial (John 19:38–40).


What had changed this man? Jesus had. And as you spend time with him, you will change too. Whenever you feel timid, always remember that Jesus will give you the courage and the boldness to speak the words he wants you to speak, to do the work that he has called you to do. Be like Nicodemus and live boldly for Jesus.


Lord, help me to live as a bold and courageous representative of you.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 23


HEARTBEAT OF SURVIVAL





Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.


ROMANS 12:12 NIV


Turn back time to many years ago: I awoke from a six-week coma, intubated, disoriented, and in excruciating pain. Why can’t I breathe? Then I remembered the fire. Where is my family—my husband and my six sons? Who lived? Who died? I felt the presence of my husband, James, entering the hospital room. Then I heard the voice of our pastor telling me about the fire’s devastation. We lost our home and everything we owned. Our sons had all been burned. Our twenty-two-month-old Benjamin suffered second- and third-degree burns. His twin brother, Amos, didn’t make it.


That blow drained every ounce of hope from me. I closed my eyes and surrendered to the death I felt coming. But the thought of my surviving children jolted my motherly instincts, infusing hope that reignited my will to survive. I prayed, asking God to heal and restore my family.


Lord, you are the God of the hills and valleys. In my time of trial, may I always remember that you are my hope of glory.


Justina Page, author, speaker, actor














JANUARY 24


BELIEVING IS SEEING





“Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?”


JOHN 11:40 ESV


How many times have you heard the words “Seeing is believing?” Jesus puts another view out there for you to consider: “Believe, and then you will see.” What is your response? Confusion? Think about it. Do you have a dream that is slowly dying in front of you? Is God withholding something from you for reasons you cannot fathom? You’re not alone. Many great men and women of the Bible experienced confusion too. Abraham couldn’t understand why God would ask him to give up what he loved most, his son. Moses couldn’t understand why God would keep him wandering in the wilderness for forty years. Mary and Martha tried desperately to understand why Jesus didn’t come quickly when their brother was dying.


Dear one, you may not understand your situation today, but always remember that God sees a bigger picture than you do. He may be preparing to call forth a miracle on your behalf today. Will you believe without seeing? Begin this day by praying for and believing in your miracle.


Father, give me faith to believe until I see the miracle you will provide.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 25


NO RESERVATIONS





Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.


JAMES 4:7 NIV


Remember all those if-then scenarios we grew up hearing? If you finish your homework, then you can watch TV. If you eat a good dinner, then you can have dessert. If you save your allowance, then we’ll buy that bike together. As believers, we quote the verse that says to resist the devil, and he will flee from you. But just like the if-thens of childhood, James 4:7 is conditional. In order for the devil to flee, we must submit to God and resist the devil. What does that even mean? We say, “Of course I submit because I know God is superior.” But do we submit to his will, or do we have ideas of our own?


Do we pray, Thy will be done, or do we have our own if-then scenario: Lord, if you just do this one thing, then I promise from now on I’ll…? Do we read about praying blessings over our enemies but add our own, “Except for so and so, because he…”? Submitting to God takes humility. Obedience. Subservience. All those words we just love. But if we’re not fully submitted as Christians, we’re not fully protected in spiritual warfare.


Is there any area of reservation in my heart, Lord? If so, show me. I want full protection from the enemy.2


Pat Boone, actor, singer, songwriter, author














JANUARY 26


BETTER TOGETHER





Then all of them were encouraged and their spirits improved.


ACTS 27:36 AMP


Have you ever looked around you and wondered if you’re the only one? The only one to be searching for answers? The only one trying to make sense of your circumstances? The only one fighting some type of battle? Everyone you see at church or the office looks like they have it together. Even the folks at the mall show no signs of struggle or worry on their faces.


Ah, my friend, but looks can be deceiving. First Peter 5:9 tells us that the whole family of believers throughout the world is going through the same type of suffering you are. Every person around you is fighting some kind of battle. Always remember that when God drew you to himself, he drew you into a family too. You are not alone. There is always someone who understands your struggle—who is ready to support you in the battle to resist your enemy and stand firm in your faith. Reach out!


Father, thank you for giving me the family of believers who support me in my walk of faith.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 27


BEWARE THE TWIST





Take…the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.


EPHESIANS 6:17 NIV


Have you ever looked for a verse to use as leverage to get what you wanted or to condone your actions? Perhaps you felt uneasy about a decision and wanted to justify it, so you searched for a verse that would build your case. That’s a dangerous game, but one we are all tempted to play. Satan used it on Jesus, in fact, which should caution us even more. One of his challenges to Jesus in the wilderness included Scripture. Satan said, “The Scriptures say, ‘He will order his angels to protect you’” (Matthew 4:6 NLT).


The verse Satan quoted was the truth, but he used it out of context. My friend, beware of twisting God’s words to make them say what you want them to say. Always remember that the only way to have peace in decision-making is to follow what you know God is telling you to do. Choosing any other option leads to trouble. Be like Jesus and keep your eye on what’s at stake. He will always guide you right.


Lord, give me a sense of holy awe as I read your words and treat them with reverence.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 28


ORDER FROM CHAOS





God is not a God of disorder but of peace.


1 CORINTHIANS 14:33 NIV


I spent my early years split between two households. When my mom was doing OK emotionally, I lived with her. When she struggled, I moved in with my grandmother. For many years, my mother and I lived in my grandmother’s garage. One room. No carpeting. No plumbing. Life was dysfunctional and semi-chaotic. But as an adult, God brought order to my life, just as he can do for anyone who surrenders the chaos to him. During a difficult scenario, it is important for us to admit that we cannot handle it by ourselves and need the Lord’s strength.


As I look back on those early years, I am thankful because they taught me humility. They showed me how to adjust to ever-changing situations. I am grateful for grandparents whose help taught me to always remember that God will create order in our lives when we bring our chaos to him. Where is chaos rearing its ugly head in your life? Ask God to manage the scenario. It’s his nature to restore what is out of order.


Lord, I give you all the current and past dysfunction in my life. I trust that you will create order out of chaos.


Lisa Burkhardt Worley, film producer, ministry founder/leader, radio/TV host














JANUARY 29


BOLD FAITH





“God will give you the right words at the right time.”


MATTHEW 10:19 NLT


Sometimes sharing your faith can be really intimidating, right? You feel God nudging you to speak about the hope you have in him, and you want to be obedient, but you don’t know how those around you are going to react. In such moments it’s important to remember that when God asks you to share your faith, he will give you the words to speak. I love the saying, “Because Jesus lives in you, demons cannot defeat you, haters cannot silence you, people cannot break you, money cannot buy you, trials cannot stop you, and temptations cannot silence you.” It has given me courage more than once.


The temptation to keep silent when we are prompted to share our faith is one we all face, but I hope you’ll always remember that what God is asking you to do will take you to places you can’t imagine. You never know who is on the brink of giving up, wondering if life is worthwhile. You have everything they need to find their way back to life and hope. So speak up and be blessed.


Lord, give me the boldness to share my faith when I feel you prompting me to do so.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 30


BRAINS AND THE BIBLE





Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.


ROMANS 12:2 NIV


I recently listened to a neuroscientist talk about the positive and negative patterns in our brains. Statistics prove that positive thinking diminishes negative brain patterns. This got me thinking. If you can change negative brain patterns by positive thinking, imagine what the powerful Word of God can do! Sometimes we fall into a mindset of negative thinking. Maybe the world’s problems rub off on us, or we visit with a friend who always sees the glass half empty, and before long we are walking in a rut of negativity. If you recognize that trait in yourself, remember that it is a rut you can crawl out of.


Paul encouraged the Roman Christians to let God renew their minds so they wouldn’t conform to the pattern of the world they lived in. My friend, I want you, too, to always remember that you needn’t conform to the world and its ways. You can be renewed by digging into the transforming Word of God.


Lord, thank you for your living and powerful Word that changes my life.


Kim Crabill, TV host, author, ministry leader, Christian counselor














JANUARY 31


TAKE CARE OF YOU





Love your neighbor as yourself.


MATTHEW 22:39 NIV


Do you ever think about this: that loving yourself is part of the second greatest commandment? Many times, we seem to think that loving others is the important part, and we forget the part about loving ourselves. But self-care is so important. There are so many occasions when I have not thought about caring for myself. For example, at times I’ve spoken negative words over myself, not realizing that what I speak about myself is just as important as the words I speak about and to others. It took time for me to learn that obeying the second commandment means I need to care for myself.


As I began to take care of myself, realizing it was OK and not prideful, I saw a big difference in my health and life. As we take care of ourselves and love ourselves, we are able to love others better. Let’s meditate on this verse to see what God has to say about loving your neighbor as yourself. Always remember to take time to care for yourself as God directs.


Father, show me ways to love myself as I love others.


Chris Luppo, TV producer, media consultant, speaker,





1 Adapted from Pat Boone Devotional Book, published by Bible Voice, Inc. Used by permission from Mr. Boone.


2 Adapted from Pat Boone Devotional Book, published by Bible Voice, Inc. Used by permission from Mr. Boone.
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		June 2: Catching Bees With Honey



		June 3: The Ultimate Surrender



		June 4: The Weary Wait



		June 5: Speaking Hope



		June 6: This Is Good?



		June 7: Time to Refocus



		June 8: Wise Discipline



		June 9: Today’s Manna



		June 10: And the Answer Is...



		June 11: Too Soon to Quit



		June 12: Ultimate Goodness



		June 13: True Value



		June 14: Truth and Temptation



		June 15: This Is a Test



		June 16: Ugly Is Temporary



		June 17: My Prince



		June 18: Unexpected Beauties



		June 19: I Pray for You Daily



		June 20: Unknown Territory



		June 21: My Life Work Defined



		June 22: Check Your Calendar



		June 23: Trustworthy



		June 24: Unpopular Choices



		June 25: Wrestling With Irrelevance



		June 26: Light in the Dark



		June 27: Vacation or Conversation?



		June 28: Waiting to Be Wanted



		June 29: Thinking With Head and Heart



		June 30: Watch Your Words









		July



		July 1: Well Equipped



		July 2: Try Me!



		July 3: Let’s Dance



		July 4: Unpack Your Burden



		July 5: One Step



		July 6: Tough Questions



		July 7: What’s Eating You?



		July 8: When God Is Silent



		July 9: No Way Out



		July 10: When Worry Comes Calling



		July 11: Not Your Battle



		July 12: Not Enough



		July 13: Hearts on Fire



		July 14: Be a Sponge



		July 15: Break Free



		July 16: Wordless Prayers



		July 17: Bold Words



		July 18: Ever Learning



		July 19: Be the Light



		July 20: Which Medicine?



		July 21: Know Your Mission



		July 22: Sweet Correction



		July 23: You’re Just Thirsty



		July 24: Unshakable



		July 25: Who’s in First Place?



		July 26: Whatever



		July 27: So Many Dreams



		July 28: The Prayer Chair



		July 29: Heavenly Shade



		July 30: Regarding the Impossible



		July 31: Unchanging in the Changeable









		August



		August 1: Trailblazers



		August 2: Right on Time



		August 3: A Greater Good



		August 4: Worth the Wait



		August 5: Celebrating Others



		August 6: Recipe for Thankfulness



		August 7: The Builder



		August 8: This I Know



		August 9: Abundant Life



		August 10: Hide and Seek



		August 11: The Blue Dress



		August 12: Create a Following



		August 13: What Now?



		August 14: Bag That Negativity



		August 15: What Can You Handle?



		August 16: Love Power



		August 17: The Brick Wall



		August 18: Best Invitation Ever



		August 19: Missed Meals



		August 20: Choices and Voices



		August 21: Daddy’s Shoes



		August 22: Face the Sunrise



		August 23: Heads or Tails



		August 24: Never Earned, Never Lost



		August 25: Promise and Possibility



		August 26: Why Wisdom?



		August 27: The Crucial Choice



		August 28: Tunnel Vision



		August 29: Be You



		August 30: What Are You Looking At?



		August 31: Fatherly Love









		September



		September 1: Lost!



		September 2: Crying the Blues



		September 3: Result of a Testimony



		September 4: Blessed Are the Peacekeepers



		September 5: Laugh a Little Longer



		September 6: The Humble Fast



		September 7: Stuck!



		September 8: Words in the Wilderness



		September 9: How Good He Is!



		September 10: Treasures in Suffering



		September 11: Divine Interference



		September 12: Already Done



		September 13: An Illuminated Path



		September 14: Personal Whac-A-Mole



		September 15: Made for a Purpose



		September 16: Offer What You Have



		September 17: Eyes Forward



		September 18: A Godly Home



		September 19: Used Up?



		September 20: Not What I Expected



		September 21: In Lonely Places



		September 22: Finding My True Identity



		September 23: Your To-Do List



		September 24: Desert Training



		September 25: Mountain Climbing With Jesus



		September 26: Happy Where You Are



		September 27: Harsh Realities, Amazing Outcomes



		September 28: Fueled by Prayer



		September 29: Got Kneeling Pads?



		September 30: You Delight God









		October



		October 1: Must I Pray?



		October 2: God Doesn’t Waste Anything



		October 3: You Can Fly!



		October 4: Besties With Jesus



		October 5: Your Words Matter



		October 6: Be Ready



		October 7: The Right Way Out



		October 8: The Waiting Room



		October 9: The Impossible Call



		October 10: Start Climbing



		October 11: Friends Well-Chosen



		October 12: The Overcomer



		October 13: To Follow or to Guard



		October 14: Even If



		October 15: The Narrow Gate



		October 16: Just Fix It



		October 17: You Can Be Ok



		October 18: Can’t Never Could



		October 19: Long-Range Fruit



		October 20: United to Christ



		October 21: Odd Orders



		October 22: God Is Still in Control



		October 23: Seeds, Seeds Everywhere



		October 24: No Negativity Here



		October 25: Forgiven!



		October 26: New Clothes



		October 27: One Opinion Matters



		October 28: Trauma and Trust



		October 29: Milestones With God



		October 30: Peace Stealers



		October 31: Never Give Up









		November



		November 1: Faith Walk



		November 2: Say Yes to the Best



		November 3: Break the Silence



		November 4: Darkness to Light



		November 5: God Will Rescue You Again



		November 6: A Song for Every Occasion



		November 7: Dress to the Nines



		November 8: Self-Sufficiency or Christ-Sufficiency?



		November 9: Talents and Flaws



		November 10: Live in Love



		November 11: Value the Differences



		November 12: Portraits of Jesus



		November 13: From Despair to Delight



		November 14: Pity Party Cancelled



		November 15: Where Am I?



		November 16: Is Now the Time?



		November 17: Join the Crowd



		November 18: Sleep Well



		November 19: Behind the Doubt



		November 20: Strength for Today’s Struggle



		November 21: Time After Time



		November 22: Watch Him Work



		November 23: Unashamed



		November 24: God of Completion



		November 25: Call the Designer



		November 26: The Blessings of Thankfulness



		November 27: Beyond Statistics



		November 28: For Example



		November 29: You Belong



		November 30: You See Me









		December



		December 1: Sparkly or Glazed?



		December 2: Bad Times, Good Fruit



		December 3: Mind and Muscles



		December 4: Christmas Pressure



		December 5: When the Going Gets Tough



		December 6: Empowered!



		December 7: The Wanderer



		December 8: Already Equipped



		December 9: Lean In



		December 10: Embrace Your Future



		December 11: You Are Forever Family



		December 12: Feeling Invisible



		December 13: A Whisper From Heaven



		December 14: He Qualifies the Unqualified



		December 15: Excess Baggage



		December 16: Pruned



		December 17: Pickleball, Anvone?



		December 18: God of the Giants



		December 19: Hammering Out God’s Plan



		December 20: Alone but Never Abandoned



		December 21: More Than a Baby



		December 22: Growing Up



		December 23: The Right Mindset



		December 24: A Christmas Servant



		December 25: Closer Than Close



		December 26: Peace on Earth



		December 27: Facing Our Fears



		December 28: Second-Rate Goods



		December 29: Satan 1, World 0?



		December 30: Actions Tell All



		December 31: Jesus Loves You
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