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© 2011 by Troy Thorne and Fox Chapel Publishing Company, Inc., 

East Petersburg, PA.

Getting Started in Pinewood Derby®

is an original work, first published in 2011 

by Fox Chapel Publishing Company, Inc. The patterns contained herein are 

copyrighted by the author. Readers may make copies of these patterns for 

personal use. The patterns themselves, however, are not to be duplicated 

for resale or distribution under any circumstances. Any such copying is a 

violation of copyright law.

Pinewood Derby®, Cub Scouts®, and Boy Scouts of America® are registered 

trademarks of the Boy Scouts of America. This independent model-maker’s guide 

is not sponsored or endorsed by, or affiliated with, any of the organizations 

whose trademarks appear for informational purposes only.

ISBN 978-1-56523-617-2

eISBN 978-1-60765-059-1

To learn more about the other great books from Fox Chapel Publishing, 

or to find a retailer near you, call toll-free 800-457-9112 or 

visit us at 

www.FoxChapelPublishing.com

.

Note to Authors:

We are always looking for talented authors to write new 

books in our area of woodworking, design, and related crafts. Please send a 

brief letter describing your idea to Acquisition Editor, 1970 Broad Street, 

East Petersburg, PA 17520.

ePub Version 1.0

Because working with wood and other materials inherently includes the risk of injury 

and damage, this book cannot guarantee that creating the projects in this book is safe 

for everyone. For this reason, this book is sold without warranties or guarantees of any 

kind, expressed or implied, and the publisher and the author disclaim any liability for 

any injuries, losses, or damages caused in any way by the content of this book or the 

reader’s use of the tools needed to complete the projects presented here. The publisher 

and the author urge all readers to thoroughly review each project and to understand 

the use of all tools before beginning any project.

Publisher’s Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Thorne, Troy.

Getting started in Pinewood Derby : step-by-step workbook to

building your first car / Troy Thorne. -- East Petersburg, PA : Fox

Chapel Publishing, c2011.

p. : ill. ; cm.

ISBN: 978-1-56523-617-2

Summary: Designed to help parents and children enjoy building

a simple Boy Scouts Pinewood Derby car together, especially if

they have no woodworking skills. Photo-illustrated step-by-step

instructions, materials lists, and patterns make the process easy to

understand.
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Dedication

I dedicate this book with love and thanks to my family: My wife Beth, who has 

stuck with me through everything, and my three children, Nathan, Kelsey, and 

Camryn. And, to my parents and grandfather, for teaching me to try anything. 

You all make it possible for me to pursue my ideas, while putting up with all the 

headaches of the big projects I get involved in.

This independent model-maker’s guide is a publication of 

Fox Chapel and is not sponsored or endorsed by, or affiliated 

with, Boy Scouts of America, whose trademarks appear for 

informational purposes only.
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Dear Adventurers,

I’d like you to meet Dash Derby. He will be your tour 

guide through the process of building a derby car. 

His character is part me, and part all the kids I’ve 

worked with making hundreds of derby cars over the 

past ten years. The part of him that comes from me 

likes red, and especially likes cool cars! Follow along 

with Dash and you’ll be able to make an awesome 

derby car, too!

- Troy

About the Author

Creative Director, woodworker, and Assistant 

Scoutmaster Troy Thorne has helped to build hundreds of 

derby cars. He participates in Scouting activities with his 

son, Nathan, who was a national finalist in the All-Star 

Derby Design Contest. Nate has grown out of Cub Scouts 

and is on his way to Eagle, but luckily Troy’s daughter, 

Kelsey, is racing Awana cars. Troy’s latest project is a 

street-legal AC Cobra replica.
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Cool Stuff for Kids!

Hi, kids!

I’m Dash Derby, and I’ll be your guide 

through the daring world of Pinewood Derby 

racing. This book is designed so the larger process 

of building a car is split into seven smaller pieces. 

As you progress through the Seven Steps, be sure 

to take your time. A good idea would be to do one 

step each day, or one step every week. Set goals 

for yourself and stick to them

-

and you’ll have an 

awesome car built in no time! Building a derby car 

is fun and exciting, but there are some ground rules 

you should follow. 

Dash’s Rules for 

Derby Adventurers

1. Have 

fun!

2. Don’t wait until the last minute to 

get started.

3. If you get tired, stop.

4. Don’t let your parents take over

-

this is 

your project.

5. The derby isn’t about winning

-

it’s about 

having fun and learning new skills along 

the way!
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I wish I could 

help build my car.

Hi, adults!

If you and your child 

have never experienced the Pinewood 

Derby before, you’ve come to the right 

place. This book will guide you through 

the creation of a derby car from start 

to finish, explaining everything you 

need to know, WITHOUT overwhelming 

either of you. 

We’ve broken down the process into 

seven easy chunks. These chunks 

can be approached one at a time. I 

recommend giving each step its own 

separate day; that way, your child 

can accomplish the tasks without 

getting tired or exasperated. If you 

create a schedule of accomplishing 

one or two of the steps a week, 

you can have your car done well in 

advance of race day. 

The Pinewood Derby experience is 

a great way to spend quality time 

with your kid, and to allow him to 

develop a sense of pride in his own 

work. Work as a team, and don’t be 

afraid to give your child the reins

-

after all, this is his project! It’s 

impossible for your child to fully 

experience the Pinewood Derby if 

YOU build the car. Remember

-

the 

number one goal of the Derby is 

having fun!

Boring Stuff for Mom and Dad

What NOT to do. 






















OEBPS/nav.xhtml




Contents





			Cover



			Title



			Copyright



			Table of Contents



			Cool Stuff for Kids!



			Boring Stuff for Mom and Dad



			Getting Started



			Session 1: Shopping



			Session 2: Shaping



			Session 3: Painting



			Session 4: Axle Prep



			Session 5: Wheel Prep



			Session 6: Weighting



			Session 7: Test Runs



			Race Day Tips



			Memories



			Patterns



			Index















			Cover



			Start















		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97













OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
o0 GREAT LEARNING TO0L
FoR KIDs AND ADULTS ALIKE.”
e SHNE" FASCHLEHAER
(0-CAL PFED $HOP

A BsTEr FORKBOOK>%
%u}mwm QIRFRSTICAR

?j;"a'-uﬂgr/'y. 7
dpernbyesighs i patienns,
Atterns:





OEBPS/images/page001.jpg
$T£PB‘I§ 6P WORKBOO 00K
708l LDING Y0UR FIRST CAR!





OEBPS/images/page002.jpg





OEBPS/images/page000.jpg
Download Patterns






OEBPS/images/page005.jpg





OEBPS/images/page006.jpg





OEBPS/images/page003.jpg
160 WORKBOOK
;rreg;{,‘ﬁ;{,ﬁﬁ dUR FIRST CAR!

IIIIIIIII





OEBPS/images/page004.jpg





OEBPS/images/page009.jpg





OEBPS/images/page007.jpg





OEBPS/images/page008.jpg
Cool SiuFf For Kids!
















