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Introduction


The partition of Ireland in 1922 and the creation of the Irish Free State not only saw the break-up of the Union between Great Britain and Ireland, but rendered its 120-year legitimacy null and void. Inevitably it also brought a retrospective separation of the histories of Britain and Ireland, which for good or ill had been closely entwined since 1800. The story of nineteenth-century Ireland became dominated by the divergent histories of nationalism and unionism. However, in comparing patterns of emigration from Ireland and Britain, it is clear that contemporary authorities were sensitive to the impact of Irish migration to Britain and viewed state emigration policy formation in terms of relieving ‘redundant’ population in both countries. In turn, it was thought that state-assisted migration would further colonial settlement in Canada and Australia, and would provide a demand for British goods. So in modern parlance, the advocates of emigration saw positive advantages at home and abroad.


In the 1820s, parliament recognised a common problem of what was termed a ‘redundant’ population of agricultural labourers in extensive districts of Ireland and in certain districts of Scotland and England. It was maintained in a select committee report that the effect of this redundancy was to reduce the wages of labour below the proper level, by which much destitution and misery were produced in particular places and, as a consequence of the labourers’ consumption exceeding production, this tended to diminish the national wealth.1 The remedy recommended by the select committee was an extensive programme of emigration: ‘it is not for the separate interests of Ireland, where redundancy is proved to exist in a greater degree, but for the interests of Great Britain, and for the general advantage of the whole Empire, that such an experiment be made.’2


For the government, the emigration of redundant pauper labour would have the merit of reducing the increasing problems within Ireland, but also prevent the alarming prospect of pauper migrants pouring into Scotland and England and thereby effecting a deterioration of the condition of native labourers.


A further House of Commons inquiry into the state of the Irish poor in 1830 identified the cause of Irish migration as the higher rate of wages available in Britain. Colonisation from Ireland would tend to raise wages in Ireland and therefore diminish the flow into Britain. However, as George Nichols made clear in his report in 1837, it was essential that emigration should be limited to British colonies. Instead of being a burden at home, they could become ‘productive powers of the Empire, as well as enlarge the demand for British produce’.3


Up to this point, in the aftermath of pilot schemes of state-assisted emigration in the 1820s, such as the Peter Robinson scheme with Irish emigrants from Cork and Kerry going to Canada, officials believed they could control and direct the emigrant flow. However, by 1847 it was clear that the scale of voluntary emigration completely dwarfed the scale of state schemes, and far from heeding official advice, most emigrants went to the United States rather than to British colonial settlements in Canada or Australasia.


It was finally conceded that ‘The question of Emigration from Ireland is decided by the Population itself’.4 The concern that remained in the absence of state-assisted emigration was that it was still open to the legislature to:


decide whether it shall be turned to the Improvement of the British North American colonies, or whether it shall be suffered and encouraged to take that which will be its inevitable Course, to deluge Great Britain with Poverty, and gradually but certainly, equalize the state of the English and Irish Peasantry.5


Here we can identify a clear divergence between the imagined perspective on colonisation abroad and pauperism at home, and the real pattern of emigration that was taking place. Events were also prompting a further divergence in the shape of the accelerating Irish emigration to the United States during the successive years of famine in Ireland between 1845 and 1852. During the period 1815–35, while governments and commentators were worried about the rise of the pauper population (increasingly seen as a burden on taxpayers), a sizeable proportion of actual emigrants from both Ireland and Britain were not poor, redundant labourers, but farmers looking to prosper from opportunities to acquire land in the New World.


In 1835, an extensive survey was carried out in Ireland that enquired into the reasons for emigration over the previous three years.6 The responses from magistrates and clergy throughout the country revealed that demand for emigration was high and that a large proportion were taking their capital with them in search of better opportunities overseas.


Emigration has been very considerable among all classes of late years: many persons possessed of capital have gone after the expiration of old leases of farms held by them at a low rent, and of which they could not expect a renewal on the same profitable terms. (Barony of Mohill, Co. Leitrim.) I am convinced that one-third of the entire population of my parish would start immediately if they had a free passage offered to them. (Rev. Geraghty, P.P.)


Most of those who departed were persons possessing small capital, hardly any destitute persons, inasmuch as they had no profitable mode of investing their capital, which they found continually diminishing of late years, since the decline of the linen trade. (Mr McDonnell, Barony of Murrisk, Co. Mayo.)


For some years the emigration of labourers and small farmers has been considerable, but, unfortunately for Ireland, they have generally been the most industrious, well-behaved, and in most cases the most monied of their class, thus leaving the worst, and all the riff-raff, as an increased burden on the country. They have emigrated, some from want of employment, or other means of subsistence, at home; others from the hope of considerably improving their condition, excited by the success of their relatives and friends who had emigrated a few years before and who had, in many cases, assisted them to join by paying their passage out. (Barony of Balrothery, Co. Dublin.)


While this is a well-known phenomenon in pre-famine Ireland, there are also some similarities in the pattern of emigration from Britain. Charlotte Erikson has concluded that those fearful of encroaching poverty and loss of status in England were the most likely to be motivated to emigrate.7


From 1835 in Ireland, when mass emigration began, tenant farmers from the north-east and south-east of the country were joined by artisans, labourers and would-be female servants from all over Ireland to swell the emigrant tide. It was the availability of remittances from the 1830s, increasing dramatically during the famine years, that allowed more labourers to leave Ireland, destined primarily for America. These movements of people, which rose from 100,000 a year to a peak figure of 250,000 in 1852, were overwhelmingly voluntary and self-financed. The association between famine and the Irish exodus to America, instead of Canada (which virtually closed its doors in 1847 after the tragic loss of 5,000 lives at Grosse Isle), explains the commonly held American belief that all their Irish ancestors arrived during the famine.


Official language describing the ‘redundant’ and ‘feckless’ poor can also be distinguished from those among the labouring poor who were most likely to emigrate – the respectable and independent labourers. Those who managed to obtain state-assisted passage still had to find their way to a port and provide themselves with some of their needs for a sixteen-week voyage to Australia. ‘Free passage’ to Australia was by no means free. The middle-class lobby, campaigning successfully for assisted emigration, wanted the emigrants themselves to contribute towards their costs. In this way, private aid combined with assisted passage to finance emigration and encourage the resourceful among the labouring poor. In practice, assisted passage was selective in encouraging only certain occupations – married agricultural labourers, shepherds, herdsmen, mechanics, single female domestics and farm servants. The Australian colonies required particular skills and people who could contribute to the building of the country.


The south-west of England was the most important region of the country affected by the government-assisted stream, representing 41 per cent of the national total between 1846 and 1850.8 Australia was also the most favoured destination from the rural west. What distinguished the western counties of Somerset, Dorset, Wiltshire and Cornwall was the generally low level of agricultural wages, running at about half the rate of northern counties, such as Durham and Northumberland. It was pointed out forcibly in 1843 that:


The wages are certainly insufficient. Even where there are only two children it requires good management to keep them decently out of 8s a week ... Each person costs 1/6d weekly on average, a man, wife, and two children costs 6/- to be properly fed. 1s a week rent at least, and fuel will nearly swallow up the remainder. But there are still soap, candles, clothes and shoes. A man’s boots cost 12/- a pair, a serious expense, and he needs 1 pair a year. When I reckon up these things in detail I am always more and more astonished how the labourers continue to live at all.9


The low level of wages in the western counties of England found strong parallels with low wages and the availability of even less work during the year in many parts of Ireland. Given such conditions, the economic incentive to immigrate to the New World for higher wages was clearly powerful. A young lawyer in Washington wrote to his uncle in Ireland in 1853 pointing to the good wages available in America:


This is a good country for a labouring man ... At this time he can earn at least one dollar a day, equal to 4 shillings British. He is in good demand for this sum. He can board himself well – having meat three times a day, for ten dollars a month – two dollars and a half a week, or ten shillings British.10


Official understanding of the emigration of the labouring classes from England retained a belief in the twin blessings of removing a ‘redundant’ part of the workforce and settling communities with a vital human resource to build the colonies in a mould that reflected the mother country. The loss of the emigrant population was not felt adversely as Britain’s population expanded (quadrupling between 1801 and 1901), along with the process of urbanisation and industrialisation. In Ireland, the peak year of population was 1841, with 8.2 million – a figure that halved by 1901. So emigration was deplored as part of a serious population loss that clearly diminished the human capital of the country. The explanation differed according to the view from the rural south or the industrial north, the position of Catholic nationalism or Protestant unionism, each side looking to make political capital out of a fundamentally economic phenomenon. The Cork Examiner proclaimed with engaging certainty:


As to the causes of the decrease in the population ... it is perfectly clear that in a large measure, if not wholly, it may be attributed with certainty to a want of manufactures, the absence of that business enterprise which a paternal Government would do much to foster ... and to the oppressive laws which reduced tenant farmers to a condition of continuous and hopeless struggle, and to the labourers to a permanent and degrading destitution ... People do not fly at the rate of seventy thousand a year from a self-governed country of the size of Ireland and possessing the same natural advantages ... And we are convinced that the beneficial influence of Irish self-government will in no direction be more conspicuous than in the cessation of the fearful drain on the population of the country, which has been doing its deadly work for the past half-century.11


This contrasted with a cold blast of realism from the Belfast News-Letter that challenged the reasons for the lack of enterprise in Ireland and questioned how self-government would solve the problem of a lack of investment perpetuated by religious and political agitation:


It is no use denouncing the Union with England, and alleging that it is the cause of all our misfortunes ... The Nationalists might employ their time more profitably if, instead of bewailing the connection with Great Britain, which can never be severed, they endeavoured to find the real causes of the declining population, and endeavour to find a remedy ... there can be no doubt that the decrease is due to emigration. Large numbers of our people leave our shores every year, mostly for the United States ... Why do they emigrate? Simply to improve their position ... Agriculture is depressed. It cannot afford the constant employment and good wages which are obtainable in other industries. This depression is due to several causes, of which the principal is the pressure of foreign competition. But it is attributable in some measure to antiquated methods of cultivation, and to a lack of energy and enterprise. Nationalists say that a parliament in Dublin would remedy all this, but they do not show how it would do so.12


In the conflicting perspectives on the problem of Irish emigration within Ireland, it was not appreciated that the process of the concentration of industry that occurred with increased mechanisation produced a decline in domestic handicraft industry that affected parts of England as well as Ireland. The location of the linen cloth industry in Belfast and the north-east of Ireland was matched by the location of the cotton industry in the towns of Lancashire and of the woollen cloth industry in Yorkshire. The corollary of such a concentration of industrial production was a relative decline in the more peripheral areas of domestic textile work in the southern, western and midland counties of Ireland, and in England the losers were the south-western counties and East Anglia, traditional woollen cloth areas since the Middle Ages. The result for those areas in Ireland and England that suffered from a process of deindustrialisation was a population decline in rural areas as the dispossessed labour force migrated to the towns or looked for better prospects overseas.


Throughout the century, while officials and commentators continued to view emigration from Britain and Ireland through the prism of political aspiration, colonial, nationalist or unionist, people voted with their feet, looking to find better opportunities abroad. They should not be viewed primarily as ‘redundant’ pauper labourers shovelled out to relieve the burden of domestic taxpayers or the oppressed victims of unjust laws forced into ‘exile’. Neither were they the mere flotsam and jetsam of global economic forces, compelled by the demand for cheap labour abroad. They made courageous, if dangerous, choices and, on the whole, lived to become established and see the next generation prosper.


This collection of essays on British and Irish migration during the nineteenth century draws on the research of postgraduate students at Bath Spa University. The opening piece by John Fripp on ‘Mobility in Victorian Dorset’ provides a close analysis of migration within a single county – a process commonly associated with further migration, sometimes overseas. In this study, the national pattern of rural to urban migration is replicated. Rural communities commonly experienced a decline, while Weymouth, a seaside resort, and the Isle of Portland, a naval base and construction site, increased their populations. However, very wide differences can be observed among the sample parishes. Mobility was connected to occupations, with most manual workers tending to move shorter distances. Incomers to Dorset included Irish convicts employed on construction work at Portland, Irish nuns and chaplains at Spetisbury Priory, and military and naval personnel. Interestingly, Dorset women were more mobile than men – a pattern that contrasts with national studies. The importance of local structural changes in the economy and improved transport networks in prompting and facilitating mobility are specific conclusions. Individual and family case studies add to the statistical analysis in the study.


The county of Wiltshire, with less than one-quarter of 1 per cent recorded as Irish-born in 1901, might appear an unpromising choice for finding significant patterns of Irish settlement. Yet, Lynda Brown’s detailed census study has identified two important groups – railway workers in Swindon and soldiers in the garrison towns of Trowbridge and Devizes – that have been previously marginalised. An analysis of Irish households in Swindon poses a challenge to the old reputation of inveterate slum-dwellers. No evidence of the infamous ghetto Irish was found in a mixed population of English, Scots and Irish in the rapid growth of the railway town of Swindon. Nor, unlike in the cities of Liverpool and Manchester, did the Swindon Irish have much recourse to poor relief. The Swindon experience reflects similar patterns of settlement and poor relief in the south-western cities of Bristol and Bath. Late on in the century, the Irish presence was considerable in the town, with more than a fifth of its population. By 1830, there were more Irishmen than Englishmen in the British army. In Trowbridge in 1851, 58 per cent of soldiers were Irish-born. Numbers declined as the century wore on. Better opportunities and high levels of emigration to the United States reduced the pool of recruits. Among Irish soldiers there was a high level of recruitment from County Cork. This geographical link between south-western Ireland and English south-western counties is again repeated in the patterns of Irish settlement in the cities of Bristol and Bath.


The importance of the link between the south-west of England and migration to Australia is featured in Celia Martin’s chapter, ‘Politicians, Philanthropists & the People: Early Emigration from Somerset & Dorset to Australia’. As the title suggests, this allows for the agendas of government, landowners and the emigrants themselves to be explored and contrasted. In attempting to reduce pauperism at home and to develop colonial settlements in Australia, government officials saw twin benefits for the nation. Assisted passage for the long journey south was essential and Australian settlements looked to attract specific occupations needed in frontier conditions. The match between the British wish to ‘shovel out’ paupers and the Australian desire for the recruiting of skilled workers and female domestics was not always one made in heaven. Equally, the emigrants who went on their own resources or were sent as convicts or political rebels could not be selected to meet specific requirements in the emerging colony. What emerges in the individual stories featured illuminates the search for a better life in a more egalitarian Australian society that provided opportunities for farmers, labourers and freed convicts.


A parallel study of ‘“Great Britain of the South”: The Irish in Canterbury, New Zealand’ by Sara Moppett employs a different methodology in drawing extensively on surviving passenger lists. It echoes Celia Martin’s piece in articulating British colonial policy in the hands of Edward Gibbon Wakefield and the New Zealand Association, founded in 1837. The Canterbury Association, formed in 1848, designated the principal town in the province as Christchurch, named after the Oxford College. In the colonisation of Canterbury, the aspiration was for a Protestant, British settlement. Protestant Ulstermen and women were regarded as ideal Irish migrants. Free and assisted passages were given to agricultural labourers, ploughmen, shepherds, navvies, mechanics and domestic servants. An analysis of ships’ passenger lists in the period 1865–69 and 1875–79 reveals that despite government preference for English Protestant settlers, the proportion of Irish migrants was significantly above 35 per cent. A changing balance in Irish recruits between Ulster and the ‘South’ of Ireland reinforces the conclusions of earlier work on the importance of the links between Munster and New Zealand. Irish migrants, both Catholic and Protestant, took advantage of assisted passage schemes to create a ‘Britain of the South’ – a classic case of the law of unintended consequences.


The next two studies are examples of assisted emigration from the west of Ireland to Canada. Emily Slinger’s account of the Gore-Booth assisted emigration scheme from Sligo to St John’s, Quebec, in 1847, tells the compelling and controversial story of a landlord-assisted scheme during the worst of the famine years. It is a well-documented scheme because Gore-Booth gave evidence before a parliamentary committee, detailing the financing and organisation of the emigration of the tenants on his estate. At the time, Gore-Booth was praised for helping poor tenants to escape the plight of rural poverty to seek a new life in Canada. Later, as the political climate turned against landlords as a class, he was vilified for allowing the emigration of his tenants. The surviving letters of some of the migrants and their secondary movement to the United States add fascinating individual responses to an epic adventure.


Tessa English tells the equally fascinating story of James Hack Tuke and the assisted emigration scheme from the west of Ireland to Canada in the 1880s. Tuke, an English, Quaker banker, had a long and distinguished career as a philanthropist and pamphleteer in relieving the poor in the west of Ireland since the 1840s. He believed that emigration offered the chance of a better life in Canada and the USA, and also relieved the plight of those left behind with the consolidation of smallholdings into viable plots. Through influential contacts, Tuke raised the funds to finance his schemes, implemented between 1882 and 1884. However, he was met with resistance by the Catholic Church, nationalist politicians and the receiving countries. If Tuke’s scheme was not ultimately supported by powerful interests, it remained popular with his emigrants who left poverty in Ireland for better prospects overseas.


Politicisation of emigration is part of the published work on the migration of hard-rock miners. Drawing on census data in Britain and the United States, Graham Davis and Matthew Goulding trace the differential movement and settlement of copper miners from west Cork to both Cornwall, in south-west England, and Michigan, in the north of the United States, and miners from northern counties of Ireland to Cumbria, in north-west England. In the past, Irish and American scholars have drawn political conclusions from these movements in a narrative that combined poverty and oppression in Ireland followed by exile in America or Orange order hostility in Cumbria. This study recognises that Irish hard-rock miners were part of a global migration of miners that involved Cornish tin miners and a European movement to America that included Scandinavians, Germans and Italians. The emphasis is on global factors – the reduction in the price of copper, new sources discovered in Chile and the American West, cheaper Atlantic crossings and the investment in American mining ventures, and a system of contract recruitment by employers.


The final piece by Graham Davis looks back at Ireland through the prism of emigrant letters. ‘Reconstructed Memory: Irish Emigrant Letters from the Americas’ draws on a wide range of letters from the 1820s to the 1890s and relates the emigrant experience in Canada, the United States, Mexican Texas and Argentina. It is argued that letters with an eye to the intended audience back home in Ireland require careful interpretation. The memory of Ireland could be set in aspic and fiercely defended in the New World. It could also be rationalised as part of a culture of exile with the dream of one day returning to Ireland. The dream of enjoying better times in America could also be associated with an irritation with the ways of the old country – the drinking culture and an acceptance of enduring hard times. What the letters reveal is a journey of self-discovery: an oppressed and restricted old self in Ireland, a new self in dynamic American societies, and taking advantage of the prospects of a better life.
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People on the Move: Mobility in Victorian Dorset


John Fripp


Times were hard in the nineteenth century for the rural poor, particularly in the southern counties of England. Agriculture went through long periods of depression, wages were low and employment was uncertain. Dorset agricultural wages and living conditions were so poor that they came to national attention.1 But those contemplating protest were only too aware of the deportations following the Swing Riots and the Tolpuddle Martyrs episodes of the 1830s. However, while employment on the land declined, growing towns offered new opportunities and in the second half of the nineteenth century many country folk were attracted to them.2 Others left the county and perhaps the country altogether. Surplus labour in the south, particularly in Dorset, provided the incentive to emigrate, and some were assisted to do so by members of the gentry or clergy or by overseers of the poor.3


Although emigration and immigration have been studied, little work has been done on internal movements within the country, particularly in Dorset. This essay aims to establish more clearly the extent of movement in Dorset over the Victorian period.4 A small sample of Dorset rural parishes and two larger settlements are examined to show the extent of mobility, both geographically and socially. Among the topics to be addressed are how movements into and out of small villages compared with those generated by larger centres, for example the Island of Portland and the growing town of Weymouth. To what extent did Portland or Weymouth offer employment to people from Dorset or more widely? How far did people move and what types of trades or occupations were most likely to move around? Were females or males more mobile? Questions such as these are clearly of interest to those concerned with either the history of families or groups, or of a particular locality. Apart from providing the opportunity to find work, people on the move clearly had a wider impact, contributing to the exchange of ideas and news, and serving as a powerful adhesive force in provincial society, ‘integrating towns with the villages of their hinterlands’.5 In Dorset, the worst areas of depression were to the south and east of Dorchester, and records show many instances of farms being sold, with about one in five farmers leaving the land in the last quarter of the century.6 Yet, even more than now, relocation from one settlement to another could be a traumatic experience.


Mobility was, of course, not invented in the nineteenth century. Peter Clarke points out the ‘profound and pervasive effect’ physical mobility had on early modern society, and how in previous centuries poor migrants had roamed across the land, and the difficulties they caused for housing, public order and food supply.7 Writing about Lincolnshire, Steve Hindle described the widespread hostility to poor migrants in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.8 Parishes were reluctant to accept them because of their effect on the Poor Rates, and vagrancy statutes acted as powerful disincentives among poorer folk. However, the New Poor Law made it easier for the distressed to move around, aided by improving road networks.9


Previous mobility studies have focused on a range of different issues, including emigration, internal moves as part of the urbanisation process, marriage or literacy.10 Many sources can be used to study internal mobility, including apprenticeship records, settlement certificates, removal papers, baptisms, diaries and court records.11 One approach is to record baptisms and burials in a particular settlement over a period of years and assume that those baptised for whom no burial can be found were ‘out-migrants’, and those buried for whom there is no baptism were ‘in-migrants’.12 Another method is to count the occurrences of particular names over time in a particular locality. The most sophisticated approach is the longitudinal method using detailed family histories, often documented over several centuries.13 However, this method is less suitable for mainly within-county movements over a generation or two.


Censuses can only offer snapshots of settlements at ten-year intervals, but they reveal movements of individuals and provide a wealth of detail allowing, for example, movements of occupational groups to be traced. They can be augmented with parish registers and other sources, and several such studies have been published.14 From 1851 onwards, censuses contain the parish and county of birth, thus allowing movements within a county and from outside it to be deduced. The availability of some censuses, in a digital, searchable form, provides a powerful research tool and the Dorset censuses in this form for 1851, 1881 and 1891, and others in microform, will be used here.15 The statistical analysis is supplemented by brief histories of some local families, illustrating various types of movements. Also featured are extended accounts of particular developments in the village of Spetisbury and on the Island of Portland, both of which led to unusual patterns of inward migration, particularly from Ireland. Table 1 shows population details of the six Dorset settlements investigated:16


[image: image]


The Sample Parishes


Hilton is a large parish about 6 miles west of Blandford, and Milton Abbas lies immediately to the south-east of Hilton. Milton Abbas was wholly owned by Joseph Damer, Lord Milton, and his descendants until 1852, when it was sold to the Hambro banking family. Both parishes are remote from the railway. Moreton is unusual in that its population at first declined and then grew fairly steadily over the second half-century. The parish lies in the valley of the River Frome, about 6 miles east of Dorchester, and was mainly owned by James Frampton. The village has a railway station on the London and South Western Railway. The fourth village, Spetisbury, is a large parish on the banks of the River Stour, 3 miles south-east of Blandford, and is also served by a railway. As Table 1 shows, most Dorset rural parishes grew until around 1860 or 1870 and then declined. The population of the three parishes, excluding Moreton, peaked around 1861. All four are relatively isolated rural parishes and were chosen for their different ownership patterns and for their central location in the county. Inter-parish movements were therefore more likely to be recorded in the Dorset censuses. Seasonal in-migration at harvest time in such parishes should not significantly affect the results since the census dates for 1851, 1881 and 1891 occurred too early in the year.17 The growing town of Weymouth (including Melcombe Regis) was included as it was one of the largest and fastest growing settlements in the county, and therefore likely to attract a wide range of employment opportunities. The Isle of Portland came to prominence in the nineteenth century as a naval base and for a range of large construction activities employing many people. Fig. 1 shows the positions of the chosen settlements. Table 2 shows the size and ownership of the four small parishes:18
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For the purposes of this research, we define three types of movement into and out of a settlement. ‘Stayers’ were those who had been born in the census parish; ‘joiners’ were those who had been born elsewhere and had moved into the parish by the census date; ‘leavers’ had been born in the parish but had moved out.19 ‘Movers’ were defined as the average of leavers and joiners. For comparative purposes, the numbers of people moving shown throughout this chapter are often expressed as a percentage of the relevant settlement population at census date. Table 3 shows movements in and out of the smaller settlements in 1851 and 1891, and 1881 for Moreton.20
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The first conclusion is that few people had moved into any of the four parishes from outside the county, with the exception of Spetisbury, which will be discussed later. Consider the average movements of all four parishes, shown in the right-hand two columns of the table. Only 7 per cent of parishioners in 1851 and 14 per cent in 1891 had come from outside Dorset. Those travelling from beyond the four adjacent counties (Devon, Somerset, Wiltshire and Hampshire) only amounted to 4 and 7 per cent respectively. This contrasts with the 35 and 51 per cent who left the parishes to go elsewhere in the county. Within-county joiners and leavers indicate a high and increasing degree of mobility. Movers averaged 42 per cent in 1851, and in 1891 over half of the population of the four parishes had not been born where they lived. Barry Stapleton examined the parish registers of Odiham in Hampshire for the period 1541 to 1820, and found broadly similar levels of inward and outward movements.21 Similar results have been reported before for other parts of the country.22 In 1891, the increase in Moreton joiners was due to increasing numbers moving from within the county and from beyond it, but those from beyond Dorset were still only a minority, perhaps reflecting the relative inaccessibility of the region or its lack of attraction for employees.


Considering the parishes individually, a number of movements do stand out. In 1851, leavers to Dorset varied greatly, from 17 per cent in the case of Milton Abbas, to 93 per cent for Moreton. Milton Abbas was clearly a comparatively popular place to live. Moreton had an average level of stayers and joiners in 1851 but a very high level of leavers. In 1891, Moreton joiners were the highest observed and stayers were the lowest. Ties to the parish of birth were clearly weakening. Among the Spetisbury movements which seem unusual was the high number of joiners coming from outside England in 1851. These were predominantly Catholic nuns and priests who came over from Ireland to work at St Monica’s Priory.23


Spetisbury Priory


In 1735 William Hody built what Hutchins described as a ‘small but elegant seat’ in Spetisbury. The house passed through several hands until in 1800 it was occupied by a group of nuns, the sisters of the Augustinian Order of St Monica. They had abandoned their former convent at Louvain and fled France to avoid the revolutionary French army in 1794. Their French monastery was one of the most ancient of English establishments on the Continent, being founded in 1609, but by the end of the eighteenth century it was in debt and the sisters bought the house in Spetisbury as a school. By 1810, Hutchins reports that the society had thirty-three members and the Superior was Mrs Stonor, of Oxfordshire. The bulk of the house was occupied by the young ladies they educated, about seventy people in all. There was also a separate building in which ‘the chaplain and some respectable borders then resided’.24


The 1851 census shows where the thirty-three nuns, including the Superior and a governess, originated. Three were from Ireland – one from Newbrook, County Mayo, one from Westport, County Mayo and one from Mount Jerome, Dublin; and one was from Pembroke, Wales. But of the others, only three came from Dorset. The majority came from far and wide in England, five each from Lancashire, London and Warwickshire. The staff outnumbered the sixteen scholars, who were aged between 9 and 17, and who came mainly from the south of England. In an adjoining building lived two Irish Roman Catholic chaplains, a boarder from Berkshire and a female servant from Wiltshire.


The nuns stayed until 1861, when they were succeeded by a group of English Bridgettine nuns, who arrived from Lisbon, their order having been founded by St Bridget in Sweden in the late sixteenth century. By 1871, the house had been renamed ‘Sion House’, and the numbers had shrunk to seventeen in total. Nine of the fifteen nuns had been born in Lancashire, and the chaplain was from Belgium. They employed only one servant, in contrast to the seven employed by the Anglican rector and his ten children at the time. Ten years later, a new priest from Surrey had arrived and of the fifteen nuns (including the abbess and prioress), eleven had been present in 1871. Newcomers were recruited from across England, although none came from Dorset.


The Bridgettines left in 1887 to be succeeded by some Canons Regular of the Lateran, of Bodmin Abbey, who were there until 1907. In 1891, the house was called St Monica’s and two Roman Catholic priests lived there, one from Italy and one from Ireland. Of the seven theology students, aged 17 to 21, one was from Ireland and the rest were from England. Also in the household were three elementary teachers, two lay brothers, from Devon and Lancashire, and an Irish kitchen maid. This is a typical example of a religious house where foreign in-migration could be found throughout the century.
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Table 2 Size and ovmership of the four smallparishes.
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Table 1: Population of the six settlements and the county of Dorset, 1831-1901
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Table 3: Mobility among small settlements (percentage of population)

Parish | Hilton Milton Morston Spetishury | Allfour
Abbas parshes

Date | 1851 | 1991 | tast | test | test | 18t | test | tesi | 1so1 | 1asi | veet

Joers |01 |04 |04 |15 |04 |03 |31 |20 |27 |10 |18

from

outside

England

Jiners |09 |11 |13 |43 |35 |es |n |es |59 |32 |s2
from
England
beyond
adjacent
counties

Jiners |08 |50 |24 |68 |52 |5
from
atjacent
counties

Jiners |55 |36 |3 |41 |4 |e |= |3 |6 |2 |#






