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In "Nicomachean Ethics," Aristotle embarks on a profound exploration of moral philosophy, presenting a systematic framework for understanding the nature of the good life. Through a meticulous examination of virtue ethics, the text articulates the concept of eudaimonia (flourishing) as the ultimate aim of human existence. Aristotle employs a methodical approach, emphasizing the importance of character and the role of rationality in ethical decision-making. His literary style combines empirical observation with philosophical rigor, making it a seminal text in both ethics and moral psychology that has influenced countless philosophers throughout history. Aristotle, a towering figure of ancient Greek philosophy, was a student of Plato and tutor to Alexander the Great. His diverse experiences and keen observation of human behavior deeply informed his ethical theories. Writing in the context of a rapidly evolving Athenian democracy, Aristotle sought to provide a framework that addressed both individual moral conduct and the social dimensions of ethics, thus bridging personal integrity with communal responsibility. "Nicomachean Ethics" is essential reading for anyone interested in the foundations of Western philosophy. Its insights into virtue and practical wisdom remain relevant, inviting contemporary reflection on moral character and ethical living. This work not only challenges readers to pursue a meaningful life but also equips them with the intellectual tools necessary for navigating the complexities of human morality.
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In "The Tragic Sense of Life," Miguel de Unamuno presents a profound exploration of the human condition, delving into existential themes of anguish, faith, and the quest for meaning. Written in a passionate, sometimes fragmentary style, Unamuno employs philosophical discourse interspersed with literary reflection, illustrating the struggle between reason and faith that characterizes modern Spanish thought. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century Europe, the book engages with the works of existentialists and theologians while challenging prevailing dogmas, making it both a personal manifesto and a philosophical inquiry into the tragedies of human existence. Miguel de Unamuno was a prominent Spanish writer and philosopher, intimately connected to the cultural and intellectual movements of his time, including the Generation of '98. His personal experiences with loss, conflict, and his own oscillation between belief and doubt informed his writings. Unamuno's unique position as a thinker—grappling with the tension between rationalism and spirituality—deeply influenced his perspective in "The Tragic Sense of Life," as he aimed to address the existential crises that plagued humanity. This book is highly recommended for anyone seeking to understand the complexities of existence through a lens of profound introspection. Unamuno's insights resonate with readers wrestling with their own beliefs and existential dilemmas, making this work a timeless exploration of life's tragic intricacies.
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In "Sappho: One Hundred Lyrics," Bliss Carman presents a captivating collection that reimagines the poetry of the ancient Greek lyric poet Sappho, renowned for her evocative and intimate expressions of love and longing. Employing a delicate, lyrical style, Carman's adaptations capture the wistful beauty and emotional resonance of Sappho's fragments, drawing on a rich literary tradition that spans from antiquity to the Romantic era. The collection is nestled within the broader context of turn-of-the-century modernism, showcasing Carman's innovative approach to translation and poetic form, while invoking the lush imagery and profound introspection characteristic of Sappho's original work. Bliss Carman, a Canadian poet and a prominent figure of the early 20th century literary scene, was influenced by his deep admiration for classical literature and his understanding of the female experience. His scholarship and affinity for Sappho's work are evident in his nuanced and respectful interpretations, which reveal his desire to connect the timeless themes of love and identity across cultures and epochs. This effort reflects his broader literary ambition to bridge the gap between modern sensibilities and classical artistry. Readers seeking a profound exploration of desire, identity, and the human experience will find "Sappho: One Hundred Lyrics" an enriching addition to their literary repertoire. Carman's engaging blend of fidelity to Sappho's spirit and innovative poetic expression creates a unique tapestry that appeals to both lovers of classical poetry and modern readers alike, inviting them to immerse themselves in the enduring legacy of Sappho.
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In "The History of Greek Philosophy (Vol. 1&2)", Alfred William Benn embarks on an ambitious exploration of the intellectual landscape of ancient Greece, meticulously charting the development of philosophical thought from its inception to the Hellenistic period. Through a critical lens, Benn employs a narrative style that synthesizes comprehensive historical analysis with philosophical rigor, providing readers with an accessible yet profound examination of key figures such as Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, while situating their contributions within the broader context of cultural and scientific advancements of the time. The work is characterized by its systematic approach, offering insights into the prevailing thoughts and methodologies that shaped Greek philosophy, emerging as a significant reference for both scholarly discourse and general readers alike. Benn, an eminent philosopher and historian, was influenced by the late 19th-century intellectual currents that sought to reconcile philosophy with science and history. His background in both liberal arts and critical theory, as well as his engagement with contemporary philosophical debates, equipped him with a unique perspective that reflects in his writings. This foundation not only informs his meticulous scholarship but also his desire to render complex ideas intelligible to a broader audience. For scholars and enthusiasts of philosophy, "The History of Greek Philosophy" is an indispensable work that illuminates the roots of Western thought. Benn's thorough analysis encourages readers to engage critically with the foundational ideas of Greek philosophers, fostering a deeper appreciation for their relevance in contemporary discussions. This two-volume set is essential for anyone seeking a comprehensive understanding of where philosophical inquiry began and how it continues to influence modern intellectual landscapes.
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In "The Poetry of Architecture," John Ruskin offers a profound exploration of the aesthetic and moral dimensions of architecture. Comprising a collection of essays and critiques, Ruskin employs a lyrical prose style that intertwines his admiration for the Gothic architectural tradition with philosophical reflections on beauty and truth. His keen observations reveal how architecture serves as a reflection of a society's values, capturing the interplay between form and function in a rapidly industrializing world. The book stands as a crucial commentary during the Victorian era, affirming the emotive power of structures amidst the mechanical progress of the 19th century. John Ruskin, a leading art critic and social thinker, was notably influenced by his early exposure to nature and art. His simultaneous roles as an architect, painter, and passionate advocate for the preservation of the past infused his work with a unique perspective. These experiences cultivated his belief in the intrinsic connection between natural beauty and artistic creation, prompting a desire to articulate architecture's deeper significance in society. Recommended for scholars and enthusiasts of architecture, art history, and Victorian culture, "The Poetry of Architecture" invites readers to rediscover the emotional resonance of built environments. Ruskin's eloquent prose and profound insights will undoubtedly encourage a more thoughtful appreciation of architecture's role in shaping human experience.
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When I first visited Naples, in 1909, I was quite unprepared for making the discovery of a new philosopher, and nothing was further from my mind than to become his prophet to the English-speaking world. Yet so it has happened. 


If I may be permitted the use of metaphor and to take the eternal activities of the spirit of man as equivalent to the eternal ideas of Plato, yet far more real than they, because immanent and not transcendental, and if I may push yet further the metaphor and figure these activities of the spirit as planets, then one might say that Croce is the Adams-Leverrier of philosophy, and his Theory of Æsthetic the discovery of the planet Neptune. For just as those astronomer-mathematicians proved the independent existence of that planet, hitherto unknown, by observing the perturbations it set up throughout the planetary system, so Croce has proved the independent existence of Æsthetic, the last of the great planetary activities of the spirit of man to come into line with thought. Just as the action of Neptune was falsely attributed to other causes, so the action of Æsthetic has been falsely confused with Ethic, Economic and Logic. Croce has disentangled and proved its independence. And just as we can now say that there is no other planet to be discovered in the heavens, so we can say that there is no other activity of the spirit to be discovered. 


Returning to 1909 and my visit to Naples, I was not long in finding a copy of the “Estetica,” and a single reading made clear to me its supreme importance. Although first published in 1901, no notice whatever had been taken of it in the English-speaking world. How long this might have continued, it is idle to surmise, but the fact that by far the greatest history of Italian literature (De Sanctis’), which dates from about the middle of last century, yet awaits translation and is little known in Great Britain, leads one to suppose that a like fate might have been in store for Croce’s discovery. 


That is now for ever averted, as I have had the pleasure and privilege of presenting the English-speaking world with my translation of the “Complete System of the Philosophy of the Spirit,” in four volumes, besides other works by the master, such as the application of the theories of the Æsthetic to the greatest poets of Europe: Dante, Ariosto, Shakespeare, Corneille, to name them chronologically. 


The present little volume, entirely original in statement, contains, as the author says, the condensation of his most important thoughts upon the subject of Æsthetic. In his belief, it may prove of use to young folk and others who wish to study poetry, and art in general, seriously. He is of opinion that the study of Æsthetic is perhaps better adapted to the understanding of philosophy than that of any other branch, for no other subject awakens youthful interest so soon as art and poetry. Logic remains, perhaps, rather severe and abstract, Ethic is apt to sound too like a “preachment,” and what is called “Psychology” is rather a turning away from than a guide to Philosophy. The problems of art, on the other hand, not only lead more easily to the habit of thought upon themselves, but also whet the appetite and sharpen the teeth for biting into the marrow of those other problems, which, since all are contained in the spirit, form with it an ideal whole. 


Little remains to be said, beyond mentioning that the “Essence of Æsthetic” was originally written by Croce and translated by me to celebrate the inauguration of the great Rice Institute, of Houston, Texas, in 1912. Croce was invited to address the University personally, but he was even then too busy with his own country’s affairs and his enormous literary labours, and the learned and courteous President Odell Lovett therefore kindly accepted the written essay in lieu of the actual presence of the philosopher. I was also, and for the same reason, obliged to decline, on his behalf, the giving of the Gifford Lectures in 1912. 


The University of Columbia has recently presented Croce with its gold medal for the most original and important contribution to literature during the past five years, and his present position in the Italian Government as Cabinet Minister and Minister for Education (accepted solely from a sense of duty) are, I think, proof that his merits are beginning to be recognised. 


Plato, returning discomfited from Sicily, where he had failed to realise his conception of the Philosopher-King, would have taken heart could he have seen his remote brother and descendant, a scion of Greater Greece, so valiantly, so disinterestedly, ruling alike in the worlds of thought and practical life. For did he not lay it down as a condition that those only should rule who would fain be left to their lofty meditations? 



	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
Douglas Ainslie.
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