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In "The Art of Fencing; Or, The Use of the Small Sword," Maître d'armes Labat offers a comprehensive examination of the techniques and philosophy underpinning the practice of small sword fencing in the 17th century. The work is characterized by its didactic style, blending explicit instructional diagrams with rich prose, making it accessible both to the novice and the seasoned fencer. Set against the backdrop of a burgeoning interest in dueling practices during the Enlightenment, Labat's treatise engages with the contemporary discourse on martial arts, emphasizing not only technical proficiency but also the gentlemanly conduct expected of swordsmen. Labat, a French fencing master, was deeply entrenched in the martial traditions of his time, avidly participating in the cultural exchanges that defined European swordsmanship. His experiences as both a practitioner and teacher informed this work, allowing him to convey the underlying principles of honor, strategy, and aesthetics, which are fundamental to the art of fencing. Additionally, his background highlights the transition from heavy bladed weapons to the elegant small sword, reflecting a societal shift towards finesse and precision in personal combat. This enlightening text is an essential read for historians, martial artists, and literary scholars alike. Labat's insights into the technical and philosophical dimensions of fencing provide a valuable commentary on the social mores of his era, making it a pivotal contribution to both martial arts literature and the understanding of early modern European culture. Recommended for anyone seeking a deeper appreciation of the elegance and complexity of the small sword.
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In "The Reed of God," Caryll Houselander masterfully intertwines theology, spirituality, and poetic prose, offering readers a profound exploration of the Virgin Mary's significance in the Christian tradition. Houselander employs vivid imagery and lyrical language to present Mary's role as a vessel through which divine grace flows into the world. By reflecting on the nature of motherhood and the interplay between human and divine love, Houselander cultivates a rich literary tapestry that invites contemplation and devotion, situated within the context of early 20th-century British spirituality. Her work resonates with the modern search for meaning, bridging the sacred and the mundane in an eloquent narrative style that remains accessible yet profound. Caryll Houselander, an influential English mystic, writer, and artist, was deeply shaped by her early experiences and spiritual insights. Having navigated personal hardships and drawn from her connections to the Catholic faith, Houselander sought to illuminate the presence of the sacred within daily life. Her background in art further enriches her writing, as she explores the visual and emotional dimensions of faith, allowing her readers to discover the beauty inherent in the divine. The "Reed of God" is an essential read for anyone seeking deeper spiritual insight and a renewed understanding of the feminine aspect of divinity. Houselander's unique perspective encourages readers to reflect on the transformative power of faith and the intimate relationship between the divine and humanity. This book is not only a devotional work but also a profound meditation that enriches both the mind and heart, making it a valuable addition to the library of anyone interested in spirituality.
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Edith Wharton's "The Custom of the Country" delves into the complexities of societal expectations and individual desires in early 20th-century America. Through the lens of its protagonist, Undine Spragg, a quintessential representation of social ambition, Wharton critiques the materialistic and often superficial nature of the American upper class. The novel's modernist literary style, characterized by its sharp dialogue and rich, nuanced descriptions, effectively captures the interplay between personal aspiration and societal constraints, illustrating the stark realities of ambition and disillusionment in a rapidly changing world. Edith Wharton was an influential figure in American literature, often exploring themes of social class, gender, and morality. Born into a wealthy New York family, Wharton had firsthand experience with the societal norms she so brilliantly dissected in her work. Her European travels and the contrasts between American and European societies deeply influenced her literary voice, and "The Custom of the Country" represents her sophisticated commentary on the American social landscape at the turn of the century. For readers interested in the intricate dynamics of class and gender, "The Custom of the Country" is an essential read. Wharton's keen insights and masterful storytelling invite readers to reflect on the timeless struggles between societal expectations and personal identity, making this novel a profound exploration of the human condition.
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In "The Collected Works of Grace Livingston Hill," readers are offered an insightful exploration into the early 20th-century American sentiment, intertwining themes of faith, love, and moral dilemmas. Hill's eloquent prose, characterized by its engaging narratives and richly drawn characters, reflects the social values and religious fervor of her time. The collection encapsulates her hallmark style of blending romance and inspirational messages, providing a vivid portrayal of her protagonists as they navigate the complexities of love while remaining steadfast in their convictions. Grace Livingston Hill, a pioneering figure in Christian romance literature, carved a niche for herself by exploring the internal struggles of women facing societal and spiritual challenges. Her own life experiences, including personal trials and a deep-rooted faith, greatly informed her storytelling. Writing during a time when women were seeking a voice in literature, Hill's works not only entertained but also inspired countless readers to reflect on their own lives and moralities. This collection is an essential read for enthusiasts of classic American literature and those interested in the evolution of Christian themes in fiction. Hill's profound insights into human nature and her ability to convey hope and redemption resonate powerfully, making this anthology a compelling journey for anyone longing for uplifting narratives.
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Dashiell Hammett's 'Red Harvest' is a seminal work in the hard-boiled detective fiction genre, showcasing Hammett's masterful use of lean prose and gritty dialogue. Set in the fictional town of Personville, also known as Poisonville, the narrative follows the Continental Op, an operative of the Continental Detective Agency, as he untangles a web of corruption, deceit, and murder. The book's literary style is characterized by its striking economy of language and vivid depiction of the underbelly of American society during the Prohibition era. Within its literary context, 'Red Harvest' stands as a precursor to the noir fiction that would flourish in mid-20th century America, presenting a bleak view of human nature and the social environment. The story's influence is visible in the works of later crime writers and in various forms of visual media, solidifying its status as a cornerstone of the genre. Dashiell Hammett, himself a former Pinkerton detective, brought authenticity to the narrative with his firsthand knowledge of detective work and the criminal landscape of the time. His experiences endowed his characters, particularly the Continental Op, with a realistic edge and a moral ambiguity that has become the hallmark of hard-boiled protagonists. 'Red Harvest' is more than just a tale of crime—it is a critique of the corruption Hammett observed in society, articulated through a complex plot and a morally ambivalent hero. His work not only captured the imagination of his contemporaries but also provided a template for the exploration of themes such as institutional decay and personal redemption in crime fiction. 'Red Harvest' is essential reading for anyone interested in the development of the detective genre and its reflection of American social dynamics in the early 20th century. Its compelling narrative and deep thematic resonance make it a thought-provoking and engaging read. Scholars and enthusiasts of crime literature will appreciate the novel's pioneering role in shaping genre conventions, while general readers will be captivated by its relentless pace and Hammett's piercing insight into the human condition. This DigiCat edition ensures that this classic work continues to be accessible to a modern audience, inviting a new generation to experience its lasting impact. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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The favour with which my little brochure on boxing has been received induces me to put together a few ideas on the subject of attack and defence with weapons other than those with which nature has endowed us.

A glance at the table of contents will suffice to show that the scope of the work has been somewhat extended, and that, though there is of course a vast deal more to be said on the wide subject of self-defence, an attempt has been made to give practical hints as to what may be effected by a proper and prompt use of those common accessories which we may find in our hands at almost any hour in the day.

Not having leisure to take in hand the whole of the work myself, I asked my friend Mr. C. Phillipps-Wolley to make himself responsible for that portion of the treatise which deals with single-stick play. This he kindly consented to do, and those of my readers who wish to make a special study of stick-play, I refer to p. 50 to p. 85 inclusive. The illustrations in this portion of the work are from photographs by the London Stereoscopic Company; all the other illustrations are from my own sketches.

THE AUTHOR.
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Our neighbours on the other side of the English Channel have been accused of calling us a “nation of shopkeepers.” No doubt the definition is not bad; and, so long as the goods supplied bear the hall-mark of British integrity, there is nothing to be ashamed of in the appellation; still, with all due deference, I think we might more appropriately be called a nation of sportsmen.

There is not an English boy breathing at this moment who does not long to be at some sport or game, and who has not his pet idea of the channel into which he will guide his sporting proclivities when he is a man. There are not many grown Englishmen who don’t think they know something about a horse, would not like to attend a good assault-at-arms, or who are not pleased when they hear of their sons’ prowess with the oar, the bat, or the gloves.

I may be quite mistaken, but it always seems to me that the well-brought-up little foreign boy is too unwholesomely good and gentle to fight the battle of life. Still, such little boys do grow up brave and clever men, and they do, taken collectively, make splendid soldiers.

Then, as to sports, foreigners seem to put too much pomp and circumstance into their efforts in pursuit of game; the impedimenta and general accoutrements are overdone; but here again I may be wrong.

Of one thing we may be quite sure, and that is that the majority of Englishmen are devoted to sport of some kind. One of the prettiest little compliments you can pay a man is to call him “a good old sportsman[1q].”
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