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INTRODUCTION


From Victorian times, when Cornelius O’Brien had pavements laid along the Cliffs of Moher, and Charles Bianconi began operating charabancs from Galway to Clifden through Connemara, visitors and locals alike have flocked to the breathtaking scenery of Ireland’s Atlantic coast. In 2014, Fáilte Ireland, the Irish Tourist Board, devised a marketing plan to encourage tourists to explore beyond the traditional stretches of coast such as Connemara and the Ring of Kerry, and to go off the beaten track, to lesser-visited headlands and harbours, promontories and peninsulas along the route they called the Wild Atlantic Way. Beginning at Kinsale in Co. Cork, where the Celtic Sea meets the Atlantic Ocean, this 2,600km signposted route, going south to north, passes through the counties of Cork, Kerry, Limerick, Clare, Galway, Mayo, Sligo, and Leitrim, finishing in Co. Donegal, at the village of Muff.


It is a coast of scenic contrasts. From the lofty cliffs of Slieve League in Donegal, to the shingle beaches of Connemara, the Atlantic Ocean crashes, or rolls gently, depending on the weather, onto the shores of Ireland. There is much to focus a camera on along the Wild Atlantic Way, with the changing weather making for a different photograph from one hour to the next. There are roaring seas, with white horse-capped waves crashing off headlands, or calm green, turquoise and blue waters lapping off sandy beaches. One minute the sun is glinting off blue water, and the next, the water reflects the greys of rain-laden clouds. On land, no two counties are the same. In Co. Clare, the white sandy beach of Lahinch climbs to the towering Cliffs of Moher. In Co. Sligo, Ben Bulben sweeps down to the sea, and between Co. Clare and Co. Kerry the waters of the Shannon river flow, through its estuary, to meet the waters of the Atlantic.


To our ancient ancestors, who stood on these shores in Neolithic times, it must have felt like they were standing on the edge of the world. They were the first of generations to leave their mark on this coastal landscape. The built heritage spans from Neolithic tombs at Carrowmore in Co. Sligo, to the twentieth century Galway Cathedral with its green copper dome. The ruined monasteries and castles, the colourful fishing villages and busy port towns, the decaying coastal defences and those sentinels of seafarers, the lighthouses, all have a history. The interactions of the people who lived, and still live here, have generated stories of wars, shipwrecks, heroic deeds and even a sea battle. For the thousands who emigrated from Ireland over the centuries, this coast was their last sight of Ireland. Some of those who left found fame and fortune, some who stayed contributed to the history of Ireland, and others who never ventured farther than their birthplace also had stories to tell.


The stories of the Wild Atlantic Way are made up of myths and legends, struggle and strife. It has inspired writers and artists, inventors and scientists. As long as the ocean continues to crash and caress, to ebb and flow along the Wild Atlantic Way, so too will history be made. It is a big journey for a little book. The chapters of this book follow a route from Co. Cork to Co. Donegal, looking at a miscellany of historical stories about events, people and monuments along the Wild Atlantic Way. The following timeline identifies some of the historical highlights.


GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION




Length of the Wild Atlantic Way: 2,600km


Most northerly point: Malin Head, Co. Donegal


Most westerly point: Garraun Point on the Dingle Peninsula, Co. Kerry


Most southerly point: Brow Head on the Mizen Peninsula, Co. Cork


Highest point within 5km of the coast: Mount Brandon 953m Co. Kerry


Highest sea cliffs: Croaghan Sea Cliffs, Achill Island, Co. Mayo, at 688m


County with shortest coastline: Co. Leitrim, at 6km


County with the longest coast: Co. Donegal, at approximately 460km


The oldest rock: 1,750 million years ago the rocks at Annagh Head, Co. Mayo, were formed


Most-visited point on Wild Atlantic Way: Cliffs of Moher, Co. Clare, with 1.6 million visitors in 2019





The following timeline lists events and history that occurred within a 5km distance of the coast at points located along the Wild Atlantic Way.




1


A HISTORICAL TIMELINE OF THE WILD ATLANTIC WAY


4000–3000 BC Neolithic man builds a cemetery of portal tombs at Carrowmore in Co. Sligo.


Circa 3200 BC The cairn known as Queen Maeve’s Tomb is constructed on top of Knocknarea in Co. Sligo.


3000 BC Stone Age settlers clear trees from the coastal land of North Mayo. Using dry stone walls, they create a field system to farm the land. The Ceide Fields are discovered under bogland in the 1930s.


2500–1500 BC Bocan Stone Circle is erected, possibly, as a sun temple, on the Inishowen Peninsula, Co. Donegal.


1700 BC The Tuatha Dé Dannan, a tribe that invaded Ireland and saw off the first settlers, the Fir Bolg, make a settlement at the site of An Grianán of Aileach on the Inishowen Peninsula. In the fifth century, St Patrick christens the local chieftain, Eoghan. The Inishowen Peninsula is called after him. The restored stone ring fort at the site dates from the eighth or ninth century.


1100–800 BC The remains of a youth, found buried at the stone circle at Drombeg, near Roscarbery Co. Cork, date from this period. One of the most impressive stone circles in Ireland, in 1923 archeologists discovered that it is aligned with the setting sun of the Winter Solstice. Also on the site is a fulacht fia, a trough used by ancients to cook food by filling it with water and heating the water with hot stones.


Circa 500 BC The Celts and their influences come to Ireland. They speak Erse, the early version of the Irish language.


432 St Patrick begins his mission to convert the pagan Irish to Christianity.


441 St Patrick spends forty days fasting on the top of Croagh Patrick in Co. Mayo.


484 St Brendan is born in Co. Kerry. In the sixth century, he makes a voyage across the Atlantic Ocean and it is believed that he reached the American continent. He is known thereafter as St Brendan the Navigator.


534 St Sennan founds a monastery on Scattery Island, at the mouth of the Shannon.


560 The Battle of the Books in Co. Donegal.


600 St Fionán founds a monastic settlement on the larger of the two Skellig Rocks, off the coast of Co. Kerry. By the eleventh century, the monastery is dedicated to St Michael the Archangel. A community of contemplative monks build retaining walls to create flat terraces for their settlement of dry stone wall oratories and monastic cells. The monks carve and build 600 steps to reach the summit. It is thought that climate change, which resulted in colder, stormier winters, forced the monks to move from the island to Ballinskelligs on the mainland sometime in the twelfth century. Skellig Michael becomes a Unesco World Heritage Site in 1996.
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795 The Vikings attack the monasteries on the islands of Inishmurray in Co. Sligo, and Inishbofin in Co. Galway. In AD 824 they attack Skellig Michael.


904 The Vikings attack the ring fort of An Grianán of Aileach.


954 After numerous raids on Scattery Island, off the Co. Clare coast, the Vikings build a settlement and coexist with the monastic settlement.


1124 Turlough O’Connor, the King of Connacht, builds a settlement, known at Bun Gaillimhe, at the mouth of the Gaillimh river. The settlement later becomes the city of Galway.


Circa 1195 Corcomroe Abbey, in the heart of the Burren in Co. Clare, is founded by Donal Mór O’Brien, King of Thomond, for the Cistercian order. Dedicated to Sancta Maria de Petra Fertili or St Mary of the Fertile Rock, it is one of the oldest monasteries along the Wild Atlantic Way. The tomb of Conor O’Brien, grandson of Donal Mór King, killed in battle nearby in 1268, is one of the few surviving examples of a Gaelic lord’s burial place.
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1220 The Carmelites build an abbey on Clare Island in Clew Bay, Co. Mayo.


1232 Richard De Burgo is the first of the Anglo-Normans to come west of the River Shannon. He builds a castle at Bun Gaillimhe, which is destroyed by the O’Connors and the O’Flahertys. De Burgo retreats, returning in 1235 with reinforcements. He defeats O’Connor and begins building the walled town of Galway.


1245 Maurice Fitzgerald, Lord Chief Justice of Ireland, erects a castle, around which the town of Sligo is built. His castle is attacked and destroyed by the O’Connors.


1253 Thomas Fitzgerald, 1st Lord of Kerry, founds the Franciscan abbey of Ardfert.


1271 Richard de Burgo, grandson of the founder of Galway, Lord of Connacht, and 2nd Earl of Ulster, builds The Red Earl’s Hall in the town. He is called the ‘Red Earl’ because of his ruddy complexion.


1305 Northburgh Castle, near Greencastle, in Co. Donegal, is built as an Ulster stronghold by Richard de Burgo, the Red Earl, who now has control of most of Connaught and West Ulster. In 1328, the Red Earl’s grandson murders his cousin William in the castle, by slowly starving him to death. William’s Connacht family retaliate and attack the castle in 1333. It brings an end to the power of the De Burgos in Ulster. The O’Donnells fill the vacuum.


1320 St Nicholas Church is built in the walled town of Galway.


1393 People living on a cliff edge are stranded and have to be winched to safety when a chunk of land breaks off from the coast, forming the sea stack at Downpatrick, Co. Mayo. It is known today as Dún Briste, the ‘Broken Fort’.


1460 Rosserk Abbey, on the River Moy, is founded by the Joyce family for the Franciscan Order. They return to Co. Mayo, from where they were expelled in the thirteenth century. The abbey is destroyed in 1590 by the Governor of Connacht, Sir Richard Bingham.


1462 Moyne Abbey, like its neighbour Rosserk Abbey, is built on the banks of the Moy. Founded by the Blake family, it too is a Franciscan house and is shut down by Sir Richard Bingham in 1590.


1477 Christopher Columbus visits Galway and prays in St Nicholas’s Church.


1484 King Richard III grants Galway a city charter. It is the only city on the Wild Atlantic Way.


1520 Dunguaire Castle, on the shores of Galway Bay, is built for the O’Heynes.


Circa 1530 Grace O’Malley, Pirate Queen of the West, is born.


1580 The Siege of Carrigfoyle Castle, on the Kerry side of the Shannon estuary, sees a garrison of Irish and Spanish defend the fifteenth-century O’Connor castle against an attack by Elizabethan forces, during the Desmond War. The gaping hole on the west side of the castle is caused by English bombardment with cannon fire, one of the earliest uses of cannon in Ireland. Some of the defenders are killed by the collapsing wall. Those who survive the siege are executed on Palm Sunday.


1588 King Philip II’s Spanish Armada is defeated by the English navy in the English Channel. In September, twenty-six of the 130 ships of the Armada are wrecked along the Atlantic coast, between Donegal and Kerry.


1594 The Gaelic Lords of Ulster rebel against the English. It is the start of Nine Years’ War.


1601 At the Battle of Kinsale, Elizabeth I’s English army defeat a combined force of Irish lords and Spanish soldiers.


1602 Building starts on James Fort, overlooking the entrance to Kinsale harbour. It is named after King James I, Elizabeth I’s successor.


1602 The March of O’Sullivan Beara. Donal Cam O’Sullivan Beara’s participation at the Battle of Kinsale leads to an attack by the English on his stronghold at Dunboy, on the Beara Peninsula in Co. Cork. On 31 December 1602, he leads 1,000 of his clan on a fifteen-day march to safety in Co. Leitrim. They are pursued by the English army and they are attacked by Gaelic clans loyal to the Crown. They run short of food and, famously, kill their horses and use their skins to make boats to cross the River Shannon. Of the 1,000 that left Beara, only thirty-five O’Sullivans arrive in Leitrim, with only one of the many women surviving the epic march. Many die on the gruelling trek, while others abandon the march. O’Sullivan Beara flees to Madrid, where he is murdered, in 1613.


1607 The Earl of Tyrconnell, Rory O’Donnell, and the Earl of Tyrone, Hugh O’Neill, along with their families, leave Ireland from Rathmullan in Co. Donegal. Their departure for the Continent is forever known as ‘the Flight of the Earls’, and brings an end to Gaelic Ireland.


1611 Under the Plantation of Ulster, Sir Basil Brooke is granted lands in Donegal that formerly belonged to the O’Donnells. He refurbishes Donegal Castle in a Jacobean style and designs the town around a square, still known as The Diamond.


1631 Barbary pirates kidnap most of the townspeople of Baltimore, Co. Cork, carrying them off to Africa and selling them as slaves.


1636 The first written history of Ireland, The Annals of the Four Masters, is completed in Co. Leitrim.


1651 General Ludlow, a soldier in Cromwell’s army, says of the Burren region of Co. Clare, ‘there is not water enough to drown a man, wood enough to hang one, nor earth enough to bury him’.


1653 Cromwell’s soldiers plunder Co. Mayo.


1680 Another fort, named after King Charles II, is built to defend Kinsale from possible French invasion. Charles Fort serves as a military barracks until 1922.


1689 On 12 March, the Catholic King James II arrives in Kinsale from France with 1,200 French soldiers and money to begin his campaign to retrieve the English throne, which he has lost to his Protestant daughter and son-in-law, Mary II and William III. He captures James Fort and Charles Fort in Kinsale Harbour; however, Captain O’Driscoll surrenders James Fort to the attacking Williamites. James II leaves Ireland the following year after the Battle of the Boyne, fought on 12 July 1690, where he and his Catholic supporters are defeated. He never regains his throne.


1730 Richard Cassels, renowned German architect, is commissioned by the 1st Lord Altamont to extend Westport House in the same year that he builds St Johns Protestant Church in Sligo.


1755 Lisbon in Portugal is struck by an earthquake on 1 November. The resulting tsunami hits the Atlantic coast of Ireland and leads to the silting up of the estuary of the Argideen river at Timoleague, Co. Cork. It also damages the Spanish Arch in Galway, the harbour at Kinsale and floods the land bridge connecting Aughinish Island, in Co. Clare, to the main land. Scientists today believe that the earthquake measured between 8.5 and 9 on the Richter Scale.


1775 Daniel O’Connell is born at Carhan, just outside Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry, on 6 August.


1786 The Commissioner of Irish Lights is founded, under an act of the Irish Parliament entitled ‘An Act for Promoting the Trade of Dublin, by rendering its Port and Harbour more commodious’. The organisation is still responsible for lighthouses around the Irish coast today.


1795 The village of Louisburgh, Co. Mayo, is founded by the 3rd Earl of Altamont as a planned village. It is named after Captain Henry Browne, an uncle of the Earl, who was involved in the Siege of Louisbourg, Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, in 1758, where the British defeated the French during the Seven Years’ War.


1796 A fleet of French ships sails into Bantry Bay in December. Stormy weather prevents the French invading force from ever setting foot on Irish soil, much to the disappointment of Theobald Wolfe Tone, who is on board one of the ships.


1798 Known as ‘The Year of the French’, various attempts are made to land French soldiers in Ireland to help with a rebellion led by the United Irishmen.


1798 The Battle of Tory (sometimes Donegal) is the only sea battle to have been fought along the Irish Atlantic coast. It is the final chapter in an attempt by the French to invade Ireland.


1800 Blennerville Windmill, Co. Kerry, is built by Sir Rowland Blennerhassett. It is the only windmill along the Wild Atlantic Way.


1804 In response to the threat of French invasion, eighty-one signal towers are built around the Irish coast to communicate on shipping movements. Tall square towers, similar to medieval tower castles, with the distinguishing feature of larger windows, are constructed on high headlands. Semaphore signals, using flags and balls arranged on tall masts, and viewed through telescopes, are passed from station to station. They are abandoned in 1815 when the threat of French invasion recedes after Napoleon is defeated at the Battle of Waterloo. Seven Heads Signal Tower in West Cork and the signal tower at Malin Head are just two of many that are still standing.


1809 Coast Guard stations are set up along the coast. Their original function was not as a life-saving service, but to collect taxes and pursue smugglers. Until 1822, the service was provided by the Royal Navy.


1811 On 4 December, HMS Saldanha sinks in a storm off the coast of Donegal attempting to return to anchorage at Lough Swilly. All 253 crew die, including Captain William Packenham, a brother-in-law of the Duke of Wellington. The only survivor is Packenham’s parrot, identified by a silver collar inscribed with the ship’s name it is wearing when found. The sinking leads to the building of Fanad Head lighthouse.


1817 Fanad Lighthouse, built by George Halpin, who designed more than fifty lighthouses around the Irish coast, is lit.


1822 Scottish architect Alexander Nimmo is appointed Engineer for the Western District of Ireland. He is responsible for building more than forty piers along the Atlantic coast. The village of Roundstone, Co. Galway, grows around Nimmo’s pier.


1822 The Board of Customs takes charge of the Coast Guard stations. Their remit extends to confiscating illegal poteen stills.


1831 Tarbert Bridewell, Co. Kerry, which serves as a courthouse and a jail, is opened and used until 1945.


1832 A cholera epidemic that has swept through Europe kills more than 50,000 in Ireland. Sligo is badly hit by the disease, with 1,500 deaths.


1839 A hurricane hits Ireland on 6 January, the Feast of the Epiphany. The ‘Night of the Big Wind’ wreaks havoc along the Atlantic coast. A ship is sunk near Arranmore Island, Co. Donegal, another at Kilkee, Co. Clare, and twelve members of the Coast Guard are drowned near Roundstone, in Co. Galway. Statues on the outside of Galway’s pro-cathedral are also damaged.


1841 John Holland, inventor of the submarine, is born in Liscannor, Co. Clare.


1845–49 The years of the Potato Famine bring death and devastation to the people of Ireland, particularly to those living in the counties along the western seaboard. The failure of the potato, the main subsistence crop, leads to the death of at least 1 million people, and a further 2 million emigrate.


1846 Tralee Ship Canal is opened, connecting the town with Tralee Bay on the Co. Kerry coast.


1847 At Altar, West Cork, rector William Allan Fisher pays the starving Catholic community to build a new Protestant church. To employ as many people as possible, no carts or horses are used to transport the materials to the church site. During Black ’47 the population of Altar only fell from 370 to 343, bucking the trend of the region. An Teampall Bocht Church is still the only Protestant church in Ireland with an Irish name.


1847 James Hack Tuke (1819–96), a Quaker from York and the son of a tea and coffee merchant, visits the West of Ireland, at the height of the Famine. On Achill Island, Co. Mayo, he sees the seas teeming with fish, but is upset to learn that the starving people of the island have pawned their boats and fishing equipment to buy food. He organises funding for new boats and a fish market. His letters to the London Times newspaper, highlighting the plight of the Irish, leads to further fundraising for soup kitchens and other relief.


1849 James and Mary Ellis, Quakers from Bradford in the north of England, move to Connemara, intent on alleviating the distress caused by the famine. During the eight years they live at Letterfrack they build a dispensary, a school, a shop and a temperance hall. They drain 11,000 acres of land and plant trees. Mary Ellis is credited with introducing fuchsia shrubs to Connemara.


1858 A monument, paid by public subscription, is erected to the memory of local landlord Cornelius O’Brien, near the Cliffs of Moher.


1860 The first real-time weather observation in Ireland is transmitted from Valentia Island, Co. Kerry.


1866 The first transatlantic cable telegraph is sent, from Valencia Island to Canada.


1868 Countess Constance Markievicz (neé Gore Booth), of Lissadell House in Sligo, is born in London.


1868 John McBride, participant in the 1916 Easter Rising and husband of Maud Gonne, is born in Westport, Co. Kerry.


1877 Tom Crean, Antarctic explorer, is born in Annascaul, Co. Kerry.


1878 Galley Head Lighthouse is built in West Cork. It has the strongest beam of any lighthouse in Ireland, with a range of 30km (19 miles).


1881 James Tuke, who visited Ireland during the Famine, finds little has changed when he again visits Connemara. He sets up the Tuke Scheme, funded by Government and his business contacts. The scheme pays for entire families to emigrate to Canada and America. Journalists report that the scenes on Black Sod Point pier, Co. Mayo, are not as distressing as usual emigration scenes as on this occasion whole families are emigrating together. Between 1882 and 1884, the passage of almost 9,500 people on ships leaving from Blacksod Bay is funded by the Tuke Scheme.


1887 The West Clare Railway, linking Ennis with Kilrush, opens on 2 July. The journey of 43km takes three hours.


1890 Michael Collins, one of the signatories of the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921, is born at Woodfield near Clonakilty, in West Cork, on 16 October.


1891 Arthur Balfour, Chief Secretary of Ireland, travels to the West of Ireland to see for himself the level of poverty that still exists. Based on this visit, the 1891 Land Act sets up eighty-four Congested District Boards to fund the building of roads and piers, encourage new farming and fishing techniques, and invest in industries, such as lace and tweed manufacture. The Boards buy land, organising its distribution so that the ‘congested’ plots, which cannot sustain the families depending on them, are increased to more economically viable holdings.


1898 John Millington Synge (1871–1909) visits the Aran Islands for the first time. There he finds the inspiration he needs for his plays.


1901 A Marconi Radio Transmitting Station opens at Brow Head, on the Mizen Peninsula, Co. Cork.


1902 The Daniel O’Connell Memorial Church is consecrated in Caherciveen. It is the only church in Ireland dedicated to a layman. A corner stone of marble, laid in 1888, came from the Catacombs in Rome.


1904 The Fastnet Rock Lighthouse casts its first beam.


1905 Writer John Millington Synge is commissioned by the Manchester Guardian newspaper to report on the work of the Congested District Boards. He is accompanied by artist Jack Butler Yeats, who is to provide illustrations. Synge writes twelve articles and is paid £25, while Yeats provides fifteen drawings, and is paid more. They travel to Connemara and Achill Island, revealing a level of poverty in some areas little changed from the days of the Famine.


1907 The French ship Leon XIII, a fully rigged cargo ship, gets into difficulties when her rudder breaks in a storm on 2 October. She is bound for Limerick with a cargo of wheat and is blown past the mouth of the Shannon and on to rocks near Quilty, Co. Clare. Local fishermen take to their currachs and rescue thirteen of the twenty-two French crew, while the remainder are rescued by a naval ship. The fishermen receive awards from France and a payment of £6 each from a fundraiser that saw money donated from all over Britain and Ireland. The bell of Leon XIII can be seen in front of the altar of the local Catholic church, Stella Maris, which is consecrated in 1911.


1907 A Marconi Transatlantic Radio Station begins transmitting messages from Clifden, Co. Galway.


1908 On 22nd December, SS Irada, travelling from Galveston, Texas, to Liverpool with a cargo of cotton, hits rocks on Mizen Head. Some of the crew are saved by construction workers building the new signal station at Mizen head.


1909 The Signal Station is opened. Explosives are used to alert shipping to the dangerous coast during fog. In 1920, at the height of the War of Independence, the station is raided and explosives stolen.


1911 The artist Paul Henry (1876–1958) moves to Achill Island, Co. Mayo, and paints ‘Launching the Currach’, among many other works, inspired by the Atlantic coast.


1912 Bridget O’Driscoll, Annie Jane Jermyn and Mary Kelly buy tickets to emigrate to America, from Barry’s Shipping Agency, Ballydehob, Co. Cork. They are booked to travel from Queenstown to New York on the maiden voyage of Titanic. All three women get into collapsible lifeboat D and survive the sinking.


1913 Plans to build a harbour and a terminus at Black Sod to cater for transatlantic passenger ships are drawn up. Boasting one of the best anchorages in Europe, with enough room for liners to turn safely, it is deemed preferable to Galway. Passengers will board a train at Euston Station in London, travel to Holyhead, and cross the Irish Sea to Dublin, where a train will carry them to Black Sod. The First World War intervenes and the project never comes to fruition.


1914 The Grand Fleet of the Royal Navy docks in Lough Swilly, Co. Donegal.


1915 In May, Lusitania is torpedoed off the Old Head of Kinsale.


1916 On Good Friday, Aud, carrying weapons from Germany for the 1916 Easter Rising, is intercepted by the Royal Navy off the coast of Co. Kerry.


1919 Alcock and Brown make the first non-stop transatlantic crossing by air between America and Europe. They land near Clifden, Co. Galway.


1921 On the foundation of the Irish Free State, after almost 100 years in existence, the Coast Guard Service becomes the Coast Life Saving Service.


1929 Tomás Ó’Crohan’s book An tOileanach (The Islandman), about his life living on the Blasket Islands off the Kerry coast, is published.


1931 The first radio beacon in Ireland is installed at Mizen Head signal station.


1933 Muiris Ó Súilleabháin, another Blasket islander, publishes his account of island life, in Fiche Bliain ag Fás (Twenty years a growing).


1935 A boat carrying islanders from Arranmore, off the Donegal coast, who are returning to the island from harvesting potatoes in Scotland, sinks with the loss of twenty people.


1936 Peig: A sceal féin (Peig: her own story) is published and becomes the best known of the Blasket Island books because a generation of Irish students study Peig for the Leaving Certificate.
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1936 Black Head Lighthouse, on the south side of Galway Bay, is built to assist ocean liners making their way to Galway harbour. After the Second World War the ocean liner business does not return to Galway.


1937 The first aircraft operates out of Foynes Flying Boat Port, Co. Limerik on 25 February.


1938 Three Irish ports that are operated by the Royal Navy under the terms of the Anglo Irish Treaty are returned to the Irish Government by British Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain. The three ports of Cork Harbour, Berehaven and Lough Swilly are known as ‘The Treaty Ports’.


1939 The Athenia, a passenger ship, is torpedoed by a German submarine within twelve hours of the outbreak of the Second World War. Survivors are brought to Galway.


1939 On the afternoon of 4 October, a crew of Greek sailors come ashore at Ballymore, Co. Kerry. Their cargo ship, Diamantis, travelling from West Africa to England, with a cargo of iron ore, was torpedoed by a German U-boat off the Scilly Isles the day before. Although not obliged to, the U-boat captain, Commander Werner Lott, rescues all twenty-eight crew. He sets a course for the coast of neutral Ireland. In Dingle Bay, he releases the Greeks into a small lifeboat and waits to make sure they all reach Ballymore before heading back out into the Atlantic. Commander Lott is praised internationally for his compassion in saving the crew, although not in Germany. In 1984, he comes, to Co. Kerry, to meet some of the locals who helped the Greek sailors.


1940 Eighty-four Look Out Post (LOPs) and Eire navigational signs are constructed around the Irish coast. Those stationed at the LOPs record shipping and aircraft movements. The Eire signs and corresponding LOP number are made from whitewashed stones, and are visible from the air, indicating to airmen that they are flying over neutral territory. Allied airmen are later issued with a list of locations and corresponding numbers. The Eire sign at Malin Head, in Co. Donegal, is No. 80 and is one of a number that have been restored.


1941 An agreement between the Irish and British governments allows Allied planes to fly a path over the Irish Free State, which becomes known as the ‘Donegal Corridor’.


1943 Daphne Du Maurier’s novel Hungry Hill is published. It is based on the family of her friend, Christopher Puxley, who operated copper mines at Allihies on the Beara Peninsula, Co. Cork.


1944 Weather readings from Blacksod Point, Co. Mayo, play a pivotal role in deciding the date for the D-Day landings.


1948 The remains of William Butler Yeats are reinterred at Drumcliffe, Co. Sligo.


1953 The last twenty inhabitants of the Blasket Islands, Co. Kerry, are evacuated to live on the mainland.


1958 Peig Sayers dies in a nursing home in Tralee. She is buried at Dunquin on the Dingle Peninsula.


1963 Monsignor Hugh O’Flaherty, the Vatican Pimpernel, dies in Caherciveen, Co. Kerry.


1967 John Lennon, of The Beatles, buys Dorinish Island in Clew Bay, Co. Mayo, but he only visits twice and later sells it.


1969 Ireland’s only cable car is opened, linking Dursey Island to the mainland of West Cork.


1971 The wreck of La Trinidad Valencera, one of the largest ships in the Spanish Armada, is discovered off the Donegal coast in Kinnagoe Bay.


1976 Liss Ard House, near Skibbereen, Co. Cork, is bought by Albert Bachmann, head of the Swiss Intelligence Service. The house will be a bolt hole for the Swiss government in the event of a Russian invasion of Switzerland. Renovations to the house include installing hi-tech surveillance equipment and enlarging the cellars, where the country’s gold reserves could be stored. Switzerland is never invaded, and in the early 1980s when Swiss officials realise that they own the West Cork property it is put up for sale.
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