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I’m so excited to put into your hands this 40-day devotional on the topic of eternity. Each day contains a devotional reading inspired by my book Driven by Eternity, additional Scriptures for study, an eternity truth, key action steps and points of reflection, and a personal prayer.


It’s easy to get stuck in the busyness of life and miss what’s most important. I pray this devotional will help you focus your life on what matters most so that you are able to stand confidently before Christ at the end of the age.


I invite you to pray with me as you begin this 40-day journey:




Father in heaven, I’m grateful for the opportunity to learn what you have in store for the future. I want to be prepared so that I hear “Well done, good and faithful servant” when I stand before Jesus on that day. Do your good work in me so that all that I am and all that I do pleases you. Holy Spirit, open my eyes to see and my ears to hear what you have for me as I meditate on this message and your Word. Make my life count today and forever. Amen!
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LISTEN WITH YOUR HEART


(Inspired by Chapter 1)




“No one can begin to understand eternity.” (Job 36:26 TLB)


He has put eternity in their hearts. (Ecclesiastes 3:11)





Concepts like eternity and the size of our universe are too big for us to understand with our minds. Our logic cannot grasp them. Our words cannot accurately define them.


Try imagining the edge of the universe. Think of what the outer limit of the universe is like. Would you find a wall there? What would happen if you somehow stepped outside the end of the universe? What is beyond the wall? Would it simply be more empty space where no stars or galaxies can yet be found? Wouldn’t that simply be an extension of the universe and not really the end? Where is the end? Can you grasp with your mind the endlessness of the universe?


The same is true for the eternal. We cannot grasp with our minds the endlessness or the enormity of it; however, God has placed it in our hearts. Even those who have hardened their minds to convince themselves there is no God still often, at the end of their lives, come to realize a deeper knowledge that has always been there. They find they always knew there is something more beyond death. They know there is eternity, even if they don’t know what it holds.


Truth be told, we are eternal beings now, yet the reality of eternity awaits all of us. Every man, woman, and child will one day cross over from this world defined by time into a completely different realm—God’s realm of eternity. Scripture tells us that God is the Creator of eternity (Psalm 90:2), the Father of eternity (Isaiah 9:6), and the King of eternity (1 Timothy 1:17). Eternity is bigger than we can comprehend, yet we believe that God is bigger still.


We will be discussing eternity throughout this devotional. Since we cannot grasp it intellectually, we will have to listen with our hearts for anything meaningful to happen. In fact, this is necessary for you to get any benefit out of this devotional.


Two steps will help you learn to do this. First, acknowledge that you need the Holy Spirit to help you, and ask Him to do so. Second, stop to ponder and meditate on truths that grip your heart. Don’t rush past them or you will limit what this book can do for and in you. Don’t just read for mental understanding, which is easily forgotten, but hide these truths in your heart.


ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES


Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. (Psalm 90:2)


“For a Child hath been born to us, A Son hath been given to us, And the princely power is on his shoulder, And He doth call his name Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6 YLT)


Now to the King of the ages [eternal], immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. (1 Timothy 1:17 AMP)




ETERNITY TRUTH


The reality of eternity waits for all of us. Every man, woman, and child will one day cross over from this world defined by time into a completely different realm—God’s realm of eternity.







MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY


♦ Write your first impressions about knowing the reality of eternity waits for you at the end of your life.


♦ What does it mean to you that Jesus is Lord of eternity?


♦ Put into your own words what it looks like to listen with your heart.
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PRAYER


Lord God, you created eternity, and you created me. Only you can teach me what I need to understand about eternity. I invite your Holy Spirit to speak to my spirit as I read this book. Show me where I need to pause to let you work in me more deeply and speak to me as I meditate. Open my heart to the truth about eternity. Give me the wisdom to look ahead to the end of my life and what is beyond it, and then to live the days I have until then with eternity in mind. Thank you for walking with me through this. I begin this journey by giving myself to you completely. Now, please show me your ways.
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SUCCESS THAT LASTS


(Inspired by Chapter 1)




Teach us to make the most of our time … and make our efforts successful. Yes, make our efforts successful! (Psalm 90:12, 17 NLT)





Most people want to succeed in life. This desire is almost certainly placed in each of us by God, because He also wants us to succeed.


Just look at the verses above. This prayer of Moses asks God not once, but twice, “Make our efforts successful.” Hebrew writers didn’t waste words. They didn’t repeat things just to fill in extra space. In fact, when they did repeat something it was to intentionally bring emphasis, much in the same way as we might write something in bold, italics, or with all capital letters. More than that, those words come from God’s holy Word, revealing to us His purpose, heart, and intent for your life and mine.


Yes, God’s desire is to help us be successful! Yet we must remember that God has a much different perspective than ours. God is eternal. He therefore does not view our lives the same way we often do. He knows that even the longest human life cannot be measured against the immensity of the eternity that waits for us beyond this life. For this reason, God’s definition of success is not our earthly, human definition of success.


Our world is continually changing. Names are remembered for a time and legacies endure for a season, but eventually history moves on. Even the things we consider to be most certain now will be vastly transformed, or perhaps will even cease to exist only a few hundred years from now.


It is not so with God. He never changes and He never will. From beginning to end, throughout all eternity, God will remain the same. His standard will never change. His heart toward us will never change. His definition of success will never change.


If we are to truly succeed in life, we must succeed by God’s eternal definition. All other success will one day fail. Only success by God’s definition will endure.


ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES


“The Lord your God will then make you successful in everything you do.” (Deuteronomy 30:9 NLT)


“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)


He who loves wisdom loves his own best interest and will be a success. (Proverbs 19:8 TLB)




ETERNITY TRUTH


If we are to truly succeed in life, we must succeed by God’s eternal definition.







MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY


♦ What does it mean to you to know that God wants you to be successful in life?


♦ Describe what it would feel like to you to have confidence that your life will be eternally successful.


♦ When you consider God’s perspective, how does that change how you view your own life?
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PRAYER


Lord Jesus, it’s amazing to think of how you have both my perspective of human life and God’s perspective of eternity. I give my mind and my heart to you. Please teach me to see my life the way you do. Teach me to measure success the way you do. As I walk with you toward eternity, help me to be patient with the process. I know that one day I will leave this world to join you in yours. Help me to not be so caught up in my world right now that I miss the importance of where I will spend eternity. And, please, make my efforts successful!
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CONFIDENCE AT THE JUDGMENT


(Inspired by Chapter 1)




“He who … does not receive My words, has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak.” (John 12:48–49)





It’s shocking how many people are basing their lives on what is not eternal. They build their lives on everything from complete falsehoods to partial truths, but anything less than the full truth is a setup for disaster.


Jesus made it very clear in today’s verse: Everyone will face judgment one day, including Christians. No one is exempt. This day is fixed by God and it will surely come for both the Christian and the non-Christian.


The basis for God’s judgment is equally fixed. No human can bring their own standard to that day. No one can say, “I tried my best to live a good life.” It will do no good to claim that Jesus’ mercy as Savior prevented you from also knowing Him as Judge.


Moreover, the term of God’s judgment is firmly decided. It is eternally final (Hebrews 6:12). His verdict is final and there is no appeals court. No higher authority can challenge God’s eternal ruling. There are no second chances.


Does it shake you to know these things? By God’s mercy, we can face these truths with confidence.


Look again at today’s verses. They tell us the basis of God’s judgment. It’s no secret. God’s own words that He has already spoken will judge us on that day. It is simply a question of whether we have taken care to examine God’s entire Word, and not just part of it, to see what God commands. We demonstrate His love by carefully following all the precepts He has clearly laid out for us, living them by the grace He gives us to do it.


The topic of God’s judgment may not be pleasant for many people, but while we approach it with reverent fear, we do so with confidence. Many students fear their final exam, knowing they are unprepared. But those students who have been diligent to study and know what their teacher requires will approach that day with confidence.


We cannot discuss eternity without discussing God’s judgment, for His judgment is what decides the fate of our eternity. Do not be shaken. As you continue this study, God’s Word will show you everything you need to become confident for that day.


ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES


Because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead. (Acts 17:31)


Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of eternal judgment. (Hebrews 6:1–2)


And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we are like Christ here in this world. (1 John 4:17 NLT)




ETERNITY TRUTH


The words God has already spoken will judge us on Judgment Day. It is simply a question of whether we have taken care to examine God’s entire Word, and not just part of it, to see what God commands and then live in a manner careful to obey those commands.







MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY


♦ Take time to really feel the difference inside you between having confidence and lacking confidence on the Day of Judgment. Let that experience sink in.


♦ Now, in your own words, express the value of knowing how to have confidence on the Day of Judgment.
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PRAYER


Lord Jesus, thank you that your judgment is good and right. Thank you also that I can have confidence on the day I stand before your judgment seat. My life is open before you. Teach me your Word and place it deep in my heart, so I live my life in a way that pleases you and leads to rewards from your hand on that day. Spirit of grace, empower my actions and make my life a testimony of your glory, truth, and love.
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ETERNAL DECISIONS


(Inspired by Chapter 4)




Therefore let us go on and get past the elementary stage in the teachings and doctrine of Christ (the Messiah), advancing steadily toward the completeness and perfection that belong to spiritual maturity. Let us not again be laying the foundation of … eternal judgment and punishment. [These are all matters of which you should have been fully aware long, long ago.] (Hebrews 6:1–2 AMP)





The author of Hebrews called the subject of eternal judgments one of six elementary stages of Christian teaching. (I did not list the others in the Scripture passage above.) Really think about that for a moment. Consider what “elementary” means in our education system. The elementary principles of our education system are reading, writing, and arithmetic—the things you absolutely must know in order to move on to more specialized subjects. These subjects form the foundation of our education. This is what eternal judgments should be like for everyone who believes in Jesus Christ.


If we do not have eternal judgments firmly established in our understanding, then we will not be capable of building a proper life in Christ. It could be compared to trying to advance your high school or university education without being able to read, write, add, or subtract.


God has blessed me with the opportunity to travel a lot to minister for Him over the past thirty years. One thing I have found is that understanding the matter of eternal judgments is far from common. In fact, it is rare, and I’m even talking about deeply committed Christian leaders. This is even worse when we consider what the author of Hebrews writes, “These are all matters of which you should have been fully aware long, long ago.” As an elementary principle of our faith, eternal judgment is a subject we should know fully and completely.


I’ll tell you what the problem here is and why believers have not continued to emphasize this truth as the early church did. It’s because, when we see that word “judgment,” we think it means “condemnation.” But let me tell you what it really means.


The word judgment in this verse is the Greek word krima, and the base definition of this word simply means “a decision.” Read through the verse again and exchange the word judgments for decisions. That has a much different feel to it, doesn’t it?


What we know then, is that there is an appointed day—a day of judgment. On that day, God will make decisions about every man and woman who ever lived on Earth. Those decisions are going to be eternal decisions. God is going to weigh our lives and the decisions He makes, based on His careful investigation, will be eternally firm.


These truths are foundational for all Christians. They will impact our lives forever. This is why we have to understand them going forward.


ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES


So whatever you say or whatever you do, remember that you will be judged by the law that sets you free. (James 2:12 NLT)
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