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Renowned for its distinctive blend of history and modernity, Chicago stands as an iconic metropolis in the heart of America’s Midwest. From its humble origins as a fur trading post to its rise as a bustling hub of industry and commerce, the city has been a microcosm of the changing face of America. Chicago is a thriving center for innovation and learning, home to world-class universities, a dynamic arts scene, and hundreds of unique cultural celebrations. With its soaring skyscrapers, vibrant neighborhoods, and a waterfront that rivals coastal cities, Chicago offers a unique blend of culture, architecture, and culinary delights. Explore this city’s diverse communities, iconic landmarks, and the rich tapestry of its history. Welcome to Chicago!
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Many visitors purchased colorful maps to preserve their memories of the fair. Some visitors even bought souvenir walking canes with maps that rolled out from cane shafts.
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The huge Ferris wheel…






[image: ]


…and the sparkling white liberal arts building were just two of the features of the amazing World’s Fair in Chicago.












Chapter One


Welcome to the World’s Fair!


Welcome to the 1893 World’s Fair! Step into Chicago’s White City. Notice how all of the white-painted buildings seem to glow in the sunshine? That was the architect’s design. It is why we call this the White City.


Plan to spend the day, folks. There are more than 200 buildings to explore, plus exotic food to try. There is an early version of Cracker Jack, the new sweet-and-salty snack of caramel, popcorn, and peanuts. There is Wrigley’s new Juicy Fruit gum. And don’t miss what happens when the sun sets. The entire park lights up. That’s right—electricity! You’ve never seen anything like this fair—and all for only 50 cents.


Hop on G.W. Ferris Jr.’s 264-foot-tall Ferris wheel. You will be able to see all of Jackson Park spread out below you—if you are brave enough to open your eyes. While you are on the Midway, you will come face to face with an Egyptian temple. Look closer and see that the Egyptian workers are not building pyramids. They are operating telephone boards and laying telegraph lines. The Western Electric Company blended the old with the new. Just wait until you see all of the electric bulbs lighting up the temple! Don’t worry, folks. These newfangled lights are a little scary and loud, but they are safe.


The Manufactures and Liberal Arts Building is the largest covered building in the world! It is over 200 feet tall. It covers 30 acres. Inside you will find everything from priceless jewels to new inventions like the electric elevator. It carries you straight up to the roof.


Stop by the Machinery Hall and see Thomas Edison’s kinetoscope. Moving pictures! Can you just imagine it?




[image: ]


Tesla’s 500-horsepower generator was one of the most amazing inventions he brought to the fair.






Other inventors have brought their gadgets too. Nikola Tesla has a whole display of engines and motors. Elisha Gray has a fascinating machine. It can turn your handwriting into electrical impulses. Then, it sends your penciled words or drawings to another pencil that copies it!


So folks, hand over your tickets, and get ready for the experience of a lifetime. You will never forget what you see in the White City!
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