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PRAISE FOR OILS



‘The Choice for this quarter is Stephen Sexton’s Oils: a series of finely crafted and vibrant poems, playing out central concerns of loss and dislocation.’ Luke Kennard and Denise Saul’s Selectors’ Comment in the PBS Bulletin


‘These are poems to make you ponder – to read and re-read, savouring the language and reflecting on the mysterious subjects at hand as you go.’ Claire Savage, Culture Northern Ireland


‘I am always convinced there is something interesting going on, some depth of thought, some originality of observation and expression. [...] The language is slightly elevated, and the emotional punch hits dead centre.’ Stephen Payne, Sabotage Reviews
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‘If you’re for bed, remember not to leave any bread or milk on the table; it attracts the dead.’


Sonnet I.6, lines 5-6, The Sonnets to Orpheus by Rainer Maria Rilke 
(trans. David Cook)
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INTRODUCTION



The first thing that strikes the reader about Oils, Stephen Sexton’s sixteen-poem pamphlet, is that it reads like a full and mature collection. This may be due in part to its marvellous evocation of ancient civilisations, its ingenious use of myth and folktale, its unabashed immersion in the arts, the scope and seriousness of its subject matter, its sheer ambition... But for me, it’s rather that in almost every poem, a kind of living self-portraiture is at work: at times anguished and morbid, at others tender and full of longing, elsewhere playful and satirical – but always engaging for the reader.


Secondly, in many of these poems one is brought face-to-face with a sense of the supremacy of the dream. What’s more, it’s a dream taken to a very high degree of resolution – an unusual feat in contemporary poetry. I sense that Dante and Keats are not far away. Speaking of influences, the intense wroughtness of these poems brings some of Yeats’s poems to mind.
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