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SYNOPSIS




In “The Devil's Church”, by Machado de Assis, the Devil, tired of his usual role as tempter, decides to create his own church to lead mankind astray. He promises men power and pleasure, but without the fear of eternal hell, offering a religion of debauchery and hedonism. The satire deals with the corruption and hypocrisy of religious institutions, revealing human nature and its contradictions.




Palavras-chave


Satire, hypocrisy, corruption.








Notice




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given evolving social norms and our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Foreign language names will be preserved in their original form, without translation.




 








CHAPTER I - OF A MYRIAD IDEA




 




An old Benedictine manuscript tells us that one day

the Devil had the idea of founding a church. Although his profits were

continuous and great, he felt humiliated by the role he had played for

centuries, without organization, without rules, without canons, without ritual,

without anything. He lived, so to speak, off divine remnants, human

carelessness and kindness. Nothing fixed, nothing regular. Why wouldn't he have

his own church? A church of the Devil was an effective way of combating other

religions and destroying them at once.




"So let there be a church," he concluded.

"Scripture against Scripture, breviary against breviary. I'll have my

Mass, with plenty of wine and bread, my sermons, bulls, novenas and all the

other ecclesiastical apparatus. My creed will be the universal nucleus of

spirits, my church will be a tent of Abraham. And then, while other religions

fight and divide, my church will be unique; I will find neither Mohammed nor

Luther before me. There are many ways to affirm; there is only one way to deny

everything."




As he said this, the Devil shook his head and

stretched out his arms in a magnificent, manly gesture. Then he thought of

going to God to tell him about the idea and to challenge him; he raised his

eyes, burning with hatred, harsh with vengeance, and said to himself:

"Come on, it's time." And swiftly, flapping his wings, with such a

crash that it shook all the provinces of the abyss, he flew out of the shadows

into the infinite blue.




 




CHAPTER II - BETWEEN GOD AND THE DEVIL




 




God was collecting an old man when the Devil arrived

in heaven. The seraphim who were decorating the newcomer immediately stopped

him, and the Devil stood at the entrance with his eyes on the Lord.



OEBPS/Images/capa-interna.jpg
—_

MACHADO Eﬁ ASSIS

The Devil's Church





