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CHAPTER 1

The Sound of the Shell
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The boy

with fair

hair lowered

himself down

the last few

feet of rock

and began to

pick his way

towards the

lagoon.

Though he had taken off his school

sweater and trailed it now from

one hand, his grey shirt stuck to

him and his hair was plastered

to his forehead.
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He was old enough, twelve years and a few months, to have

lost the prominent tummy of childhood . . .

. . . and not yet old enough

for adolescence to have

made him awkward.
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He became conscious of the

weight of his clothes, kicked

his shoes off fiercely . . .

. . . and ripped off each stocking with its

elastic garter in a single movement.
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Wait a minute!

I got caught up!
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I can't hardly move with

all these creeper things.

We got to find

the others.

Some of

them must

have got out.

They must have,

mustn't they?

Aren’t you going

to swim?
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I can't swim.

I could swim since

I was five. Daddy

taught me.

He’s a commander

in the navy.

When he gets

leave he’ll come

and rescue us.

What’s

your father?

I used to live

with my auntie.

8





[image: image]

When we

was coming

down, I looked

through one

of them

windows.

I saw the other

part of the plane.

There

were flames

coming out.
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Where's the man with the megaphone?

There was that pilot. But he

wasn't in the passenger

tube, he was up in the

cabin in front.

I climbed a rock . . .

. . . and

I think this

is an island.

Perhaps . . .

That storm dragged it out to sea.

There must have been some

kids still in it.

10





[image: image]

. . . there aren't

any grown-ups

anywhere.
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No grown-ups!

What's

your name?

Ralph.
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I don't care

what they call

me . . .

. . . so long as they don't

call me what they used to

call me at school.
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What was that?

Piggy.

Piggy!

Piggy!

Piggy! Piggy!

Piggy! Piggy!

I said I didn't want—
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So . . . As long as you don’t

tell the others—

Piggy! Piggy!
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My auntie told me not

to run, on account of

my asthma.

Ass-mar?

That’s right.

C

an’t catch me breath.
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When'll your dad rescue us?

Soon as he can.

How does

he know

we’re here?

They'll tell him

at the airport!

Not them.

Didn't you hear

what the

pilot said?

About the

atom bomb?

They’re . . .
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Ralph said nothing. Here was a coral island.

Ignoring Piggy’s ill-omened talk, he dreamed pleasantly.

Ralph had stopped smiling

and was pointing into the

lagoon. Something creamy

lay among the ferny weeds.

What’s

that?
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A stone.

No . . .

A shell.

I seen one like that before.

On someone's back wall.

A conch he called it.

He used to

blow it and

then his mum

would come.
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More and more of them came.

Ralph continued to blow short,

penetrating blasts.
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Piggy moved along the crowd, asking

names and frowning to remember them.

The children gave him the same simple

obedience that they had given to

the men with megaphones.
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Within the diamond haze of

the beach something dark was

fumbling along.
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The creature was a party of boys, marching

approximately in step in two parallel lines and

dressed in strangely eccentric clothing.

The boy who controlled them

was dressed in the same way

though his cap badge was golden.

Inside the floating cloak he was

tall, thin and bony: and his hair

was red beneath the black cap.

Where’s the man

with the trumpet?

There’s no man

with a trumpet.
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The group of cloaked

boys began to scatter.

C

hoir! Stand still!

But, Merridew. Please . . .

. . . can’t we?
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He’s always throwing a faint.

There are no

grown-ups?

No.

That’s why Ralph

made a meeting.

So we can decide

what to do.
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We’ve heard names.

That's Johnny.

Those two – they're

twins, Sam 'n' Eric.

The choir boy who had fainted sat up against a palm trunk,

smiled pallidly at Ralph and said that his name was Simon.
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There was Maurice, next in size
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