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Physical Characteristics of the Cesky Terrier


(from the Fédération Cynologique Internationale breed standard)


Head: Shaped like a long, blunt, not too broad wedge, the plane of the forehead forming a distinctive breaking with the bridge of the nose.


Skull: Not too broad between the ears and tapering moderately towards the supraorbital ridges. Occipital protuberance easy to palpate; cheek bones moderately prominent. Frontal furrow only slightly marked.


Ears: Of medium size, dropping in such a way as to well cover the orifice. Set on rather high and falling flat along the cheeks. Shaped like a triangle, with the shorter side of the triangle at the fold of the ear.
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Neck: Medium long, quite strong, carried on a slant. The skin at the throat is somewhat loose but without forming a dewlap.


Stop: Not accentuated but apparent.


Eyes: Of medium size, slightly deep set, with a friendly expression; well covered by the overhanging eye brows.


Nose: Dark and well developed. It should be black on terriers with a gray-blue coat and liver-colored on light-coffee brown terriers.


Cheeks: Cheek bones not too prominent.


Lips: Relatively thick, fitting neatly.


Chest: More cylindrical than deep; ribs well sprung.


Forequarters: The forelegs should be straight, well boned and parallel. Shoulders, muscular. Elbows, somewhat loose, yet neither turned in nor out. Forefeet, large; well arched toes and strong nails. Pads well developed and thick.


Body: Oblong. Upper line, not straight because loins and rump are always moderately arched. Withers, not very pronounced; neck set on rather high. Back, strong, of medium length. Loins, relatively long, muscular, broad and slightly rounded.


Rump: Strongly developed, muscular; pelvis moderately slanting. Hip bones often slightly higher than the withers.


Tail: The ideal length is 18 to 20 cm; relatively strong and low set. At rest hanging downward or with a slight bend at the tip; when alert the tail is carried saber shape horizontally or higher.


Hindquarters: Hind legs strong, parallel, well angulated and muscular. Lower thigh, short. Hock joint, set relatively high, strongly developed. Hind feet, smaller than the forefeet.


Skin: Firm, thick, without wrinkles or dewlap, pigmented.


Coat: Hair long, fine but firm, slightly wavy with a silky gloss. The Cesky Terrier has two varieties of coat color, gray-blue and light-coffee brown.


Belly: Ample and slightly tucked up. Flanks well filled.


Size: Height at withers between 25 to 32 cm. Ideal size for a dog, 29 cm; for a bitch, 27 cm. The weight must not be less than 6 kg or more than 10 kg.
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The Cesky Terrier started as a “dream” cross between a Scottie and a Sealyham, both being terrier breeds.
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SMALL, SLIM AND ELEGANT


It all began with a dream. Frantisek Horak, noted top-ranking geneticist and cynologist with the Academy of Sciences in Czechoslovakia, had this dream…a dream of a terrier that was small, slim and elegant, a true go-to-ground open-field-working terrier.


Mr. Horak (1909–1996) was an avid hunter, Scottish Terrier breeder and all-breed FCI judge. In 1932 he purchased his first dog, a Scottish Terrier, having seen the breed in 1928 on the cover of the magazine Dog. In 1934, while working in Pilsen, he had the opportunity to work this dog in the Thurn-Taxis area, which abounds in small game, fox, badger, rabbit, wild boar and deer. This Scottie proved to be a very ardent hunter. Therefore Mr. Horak decided to breed the Scottish Terrier.


Also at this time, due to his membership in the Cynology Club in Pilsen, Mr. Horak formed a friendship with Mr. Cervenka, who bred Scotties and Sealyham Terriers. These two men shared their working and breeding experiences, and thus began the dream of “something between both of these breeds (Scottie and Sealyham) which could lead to a more successful ‘working result’ terrier.”
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Scottish Terrier.


Every breed of dog was originally created by cross-breeding to obtain the desirable characteristics wanted in that particular breed. Once established, a breed’s “type” is maintained by breeding pure, thus the term “pure breed.” In 1938, when the kennel Lovu zdar was born, Mr. Horak stated that the Cesky Terrier should be small, slim and elegant. These desirable traits are the criteria by which all Cesky Terriers have been measured and still are measured today.
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Sealyham Terrier.





In 1940, Mr. Horak moved his family and kennel to Klanovice. Unfortunately, the war years (1939–1945) and the Communist years interfered with any trial breeding. The first mating was in 1949 between Donka Lovu zdar (a Scottish Terrier bitch) to Buganier Urquelle (a Sealyham Terrier dog). The resulting litter consisted of three pups, and only one male survived. However, a careless hunter killed this dog, Adam Lovu zdar, in 1951.


In 1950 another breeding attempt took place. This time the Scottie bitch Scotch Rose was bred to the Sealyham Buganier Urquelle, resulting in a litter of six. One male, Balda Lovu zdar, met the requirements of Mr. Horak’s vision: drop ears to give protection when hunting in the brush or working underground; a brindle-type coat, which ranged in color from platinum to charcoal gray; a narrower chest; and longer legs for faster movement. Balda Lovu zdar was later bred with his mother, Scotch Rose, and two more pups with drop ears, the dog Dareba Lovu zdar and the bitch Diana Lovu zdar, were born. These breeding attempts were reported to the Czech Terrier Club, and Mr. Horak requested this new breed be named the Cesky Terrier.
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Although similarities between the three breeds exist, the Cesky is a breed of its own, not just a modified version of the ancestral breeds, the Scottish and Sealyham Terriers.




CZECH YOUR HISTORY BOOK


Czechoslovakia came into being as an independent nation upon the dissolution of the Austro-Hungarian Empire at the end of World War I. It continued as such until having most of its territory (Bohemia and Moravia) occupied by Hitler’s National Socialist regime in 1939, with Slovakia being set up as a puppet state.


Having been absorbed into the Soviet Empire in 1948 (its Ruthenian territory had already been taken by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in 1945), what was left of Czechoslovakia became independent again in 1989, when the Soviets’ socialistic empire started to implode. In 1993 it broke into two separate nations, the Czech Republic and Slovakia, and thus the two nations remain today.





Diana Lovu zdar later became the foundation dam of the breed. She was bred with the dog Jasans Amorous Artilleryman, who was a son of Buganier Urquelle. In this litter there were two dogs and one bitch, Fantom, Furiant and Fenka (all ending in the kennel affix Lovu zdar). Fantom and his sister Fenka were bred and produced one bitch, Halali Lovu zdar, who later proved to be the pillar of the stock. Halali and Fantom were bred, and one dog resulted. This was a brown-nosed dog, who later proved to be sterile.


It’s believed that the brown color is inherited from the Sealyham, since it has never been known in the Scottish Terrier. Fantom Lovu zdar was bred with his mother, Diana Lovu zdar, and the mating produced one dog, Chytry Lovu zdar, and one brown bitch, Iris Lovu zdar. With only these few brown pups born up to and including 1987, it was determined that the brown pigment gene must be in Fantom Lovu zdar, his mother Diana Lovu zdar and the female produced by the mating of Fantom and Halali. However, in 1994 Hana Petrusova’s del Monte kennel produced Vladyka, who was brown in color, out of Kent Ahoj and Fortuna Kirke.
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The Cesky Terrier has reached beyond the borders of his homeland and attracted fanciers in many countries. Here is a group of Ceskies being shown in the UK.




BEST IN SHOW CESKIES


Five Ceskies to date have taken home FCI Best in Show wins:


• Dainty’s Quincy Spider (Luxembourg, 1996)


• Chyba Kvitko (Prague, Czech Republic, 1997)


• Chlap Lovu zdar (Saulieu, France, 1999)


• Dasa Bohemia Regent (Lausanne, Switzerland, 2000)


• Zeus from Bumblebee Castle (Berlin, Germany, 2003)





Although the first 15 litters were mixed, from the 16th litter on every litter has met Mr. Horak’s requirements for the standard and has bred true. In 1989, due to problems of infertility and immunity, permission was given by the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI), the ruling canine organization of continental Europe, for an infusion of Sealyham blood, thus creating Line 1a. Therefore, Line 1 refers to the original dogs, Line 1a to the dogs from the Sealyham infusion and Line 1b to dogs from a questionable breeding of Dolly Vivat to Eso Lovu zdar.
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Good Choice Hanky Panky Pecka is a representative of the breed from Sweden.


THE CESKY TERRIER COMES TO THE UNITED STATES


The July 1, 1971 edition of the New York Times featured an article and photograph of the Cesky Terrier Javor Lovu zdar, thus introducing the breed to the US. Efforts were made to import these dogs into America but, due to the political situation in what was then Czechoslovakia, it was not possible.




NORTH AMERICAN REGISTRIES


In the US, the Cesky Terrier is registered with the Foundation Stock Service (FSS) of the American Kennel Club and is recognized by the American Rare Breed Association, the United Kennel Club and the Continental Kennel Club. In Canada, the breed enjoys full recognition by the country’s major registry, the Canadian Kennel Club.





The first Ceskies to arrive in the US came from the Netherlands on June 16, 1987. One kennel sent 19, and 4 came from another Dutch kennel. In 1988 the Cesky Terrier Club of America was established, as well as a minor club. The CTCA published their first newsletter in 1989. The CTCA combined with the American Cesky Terrier Club, which combined with the National Cesky Terrier Club on January 1, 2005 to form the National Cesky Terrier Club of America, all this in preparation for the breed’s entrance into the AKC.
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The Cesky’s friendly and fun nature makes him an attractive choice for Junior Handlers.


In 1990 it became possible to import dogs directly from their homeland and thus add fresh bloodlines to the US dogs. Until this time, Ceskies had been imported from Germany, Norway, Sweden and occasionally Finland. Ceskies today are also coming from England and Canada. Statistics from 2003 show that there were approximately 500 Ceskies in the USA for that year.
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CESKY TERRIERS AROUND THE WORLD


The FCI registered the Cesky Terrier as a breed in 1963. The road traveled out of the former Czechoslovakia was not easy for the Cesky Terrier. There were a few kennels at the time in the former East Germany and, as a point of interest, Javor Lovu was the first Cesky exhibited there. To Sweden’s kennels, Mr. Horak traded the dog General Lovu zdar and, in whelp, Oslavia Lovu zdar for a pony. Thus began the foundation for the Cesky in Scandinavia. Mr. W. Derksen from Holland sent all of his Ceskies to Finland’s Dibasa Kennel.
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The Cesky Terrier has been featured on postage stamps in Czechoslovakia along with other breeds.


After the lifting of the Iron Curtain, Ceskies were given as gifts or sent as “holiday guests” to western countries. The breed is now seen in Germany, Holland, France, Belgium, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, Australia, Scandinavia, Poland, the United States and Canada. The Cesky is now recognized by all major registries around the world, except the American Kennel Club (AKC). The breed is seen at national and international shows, and Mr. Horak would be pleased with the Best in Show wins garnered by Ceskies at FCI shows.
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PERSONABLE AND VERSATILE


Small, slim and elegant. Avid hunter, loving companion and guardian of his domain. These descriptions only begin to define the Cesky Terrier. To own a Cesky is to love a Cesky, that is for sure! Ceskies are basically sweet in temperament and not given to excessive barking; rather, their barking is mostly limited to alerting their owners. They make great house dogs, but Ceskies do not thrive in kennel environments. They crave companionship. As a hunter, the Cesky is truly an “all-arounder” who scents, hunts, goes to ground, retrieves, tracks and swims.
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Earthdog or water dog? The multi-talented Cesky enjoys getting his paws wet just as much as he enjoys getting them dirty!


I wish to share the following excerpt from Barbara Barker of Vitava Kennels, with her thoughts about the Cesky Terrier Calvin Bohemia USA and his antics:




PARTY ON!


Ceskies are very social and love to be with their owners. They are the life of the party!





“In many ways, the Cesky Terrier is an all-purpose dog. Proud Cesky owners like to point out that the Cesky, while definitely all terrier, can do the jobs of most other types of dogs as well. A good example is Calvin Bohemia USA, who, at one-and-a-half years old, is a very busy dog. He lives on a farm in the northwestern United States and performs all the traditional terrier duties. He kills rats, he hunts rabbits (although he hasn’t caught one yet, he keeps them away from the vegetable garden) and he even goes to ground after moles. But unlike some terriers, the Cesky can coexist peacefully with many other types of animal, including other dogs, cats and large livestock like horses and cattle.
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Sharing the comforts of home with a favorite young friend makes any Cesky Terrier a happy dog.


“But Calvin’s talents don’t stop there. He is also an excellent sporting dog. He loves to flush quail out of the underbrush, which his low-slung body allows him to penetrate easily. He also, like many Ceskies, has strong retrieving instincts. In the city or suburbs, this takes the form of fetching a ball, which many Ceskies will happily do for hours. Most Ceskies also enjoy the water and seem to be natural swimmers.


“The Cesky Terrier also exhibits some of the characteristics of the working dogs. Calvin is an excellent watchdog; he takes his job of protecting his home and his people very seriously. He likes to perch on the back of the couch, where he can see out the window, to make sure nothing sneaks up on us! And if something does, he has a loud ‘big-dog’ bark. However, again unlike many other terrier breeds, Ceskies do not bark excessively—only when they have a good reason. Calvin is also very protective of his owners, especially his mistress. He is wary of strangers and will not trust them until he is sure they have no bad intentions. Once he gets to know someone, however, he is friendly with them.




CESKIES ON THE WEB


For more information, we recommend the following websites:


• www.cesky.net (National Cesky Terrier Club of America)


• www.ceskyusa.com (US)


• www.canadiancesky.ca (Canadian National Cesky Terrier Club)


• website.lineone.net/∽atter (UK)


• www.volny.cz/Kchct (Czech Republic)
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CAMP CESKY


In the spring of 1991, the first “Days of the Cesky Terrier” symposium was held in Veltrusy, Czechoslovakia, bringing together the Cesky fancy from countries throughout the world. These annual gatherings, the brainchild of Mr. Frantisek Horak, founder of the breed, are as social as they are educational. The meeting takes place each year at a campsite near the River Vlatava.
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“In addition, Calvin is also a herding dog. He doesn’t show any interest in sheep or goats, but he loves to herd chickens! We taught him early on that chickens are not prey, so he never hurts them. But he does keep them in their place. If they venture onto the lawn or the flower beds, he chases them back to the chicken yard. That is something we never taught him—he just seems to know where the chickens belong and where they don’t.


“And finally, the Cesky Terrier has many of the endearing qualities of the Toy Group. Ceskies are small enough to be lap dogs, and they are also couch potatoes par excellence. They like nothing better than to be snuggled near their human companions. On weekend mornings, Calvin thoroughly enjoys lolling in bed between us, on his back, with his legs straight up in the air.”


In conclusion, the Cesky Terrier can fit into a wide variety of living situations, as long as he is part of the family and included in activities. And he has the energy and the talent to participate in just about any activity: from earthdog trials to agility competitions; from the show ring to therapy work; or just as the ideal family companion. This is truly a big dog in a small body!


INTERVIEW WITH MR. HORAK


Aside from personality traits, physical characteristics are also important to fanciers and prospective owners. Ceskies should look like Ceskies! Because of the development of the breed and several misjudgments made at exhibitions due to unfamiliarity with the standard or misinterpretation, Mr. Horak thought it wise to publish “The Explanation of the Standard” in the magazines Nachrichten des Klub für Terrierzuchter and Hund, Freund des Menschen, both in 1985. The breed standard is explained in more detail in the following chapter of this book, but Mr. Horak’s comments are worthy of inclusion here to help owners better understand correct Cesky type.


In his article, Mr. Horak writes the following: “The breed originated by crossing the Scottish and Sealyham Terriers. It has become a compromise of both breeds. The official standard of the FCI (recognized in 1963) is the foundation for the judging of the Cesky Terrier.


“The indicated shoulder height of the Cesky Terrier is 27–35 cm, although, after years of breeding practice, it seems that most animals reach 27–29 cm. Compared to the original breeds, the Cesky Terrier is higher-legged and sprightlier due to its lighter weight (not heavier than 6–9 kg). The chest size must not be less than 45 cm and not wider than 50 cm.




FELICIE LOVU ZDAR


The first Cesky from Mr. Horak’s Lovu zdar Kennels in Klanovice, Czechoslovakia, was imported into the US by the author in 1992: Int., Mex., ARBA, NCTC Ch. Felicie Lovu zdar.
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Popping up to say hello is a curious pair representing both colors seen in the breed.


“The head is not as narrow (at the top) as that of the Scottish Terrier, but at the same time not as broad as that of the Sealyham. The eyes are smaller than those of the Sealyham Terrier. The ears are clearly bent (V-shaped) above the skull and are not as big as those of the Sealyham Terrier.


“The jaw is long and powerful with a very good set of teeth. The neck is sufficiently strong and suppler than those of the two ancestral breeds.
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Garex Alzbeta relaxes with his Briard buddy Garex Baron.


“The front of the dog is not wide, and the chest is more round-shaped than it is deep so that there is more space between body and floor. The elbows do not protrude, but move freely alongside the body (are therefore not situated under the body). The back is not short and not long—of average length.


“The back is not so straight as that of the Fox or Welsh Terrier. Behind the loins, the back slopes slightly, but not as strongly as in the Dandie Dinmont Terrier. The hindquarters are strong, but not wide. The front of the dog is relatively straight and parallel, and very angular just as the hindquarters. There is room for free movement of the front and hindquarters.


“Apart from the hair on the legs and other parts of the body, where it acts as protection against injury, the hair is only kept long on the front of the face (beard and eyebrows). The hair on the legs, beard and underside of the body must not be too exaggerated. On the body, the coat length is 1.5 cm (required for the show ring). The hair must be slightly waved on the back.


“According to the standard, the Cesky’s tail must point toward the floor when the dog is at rest, but during activity it may be slightly bent toward the front. It is certainly not considered incorrect if the end of the tail is pointing upward, but it must not be curled or otherwise held over the back.


“The standard mentions two basic colors—gray with a black nose and brown with a brown nose. From these, several variations exist—dark-gray/ brown-gray, lighter brown, light-gray and light-brown. Besides the foundation color of the Cesky Terrier, yellow, optical white and gray markings are allowed (just as in animals with “black-andtan” and “brown-and-tan” coloration).


“White markings on up to 20% of the total body surface are also allowed. These white markings are mostly on the chest, legs, underside of the body and point of the tail. A white blaze is considered undesirable. As far as quality is concerned, the animals with up to 20% white markings are considered equal to the animals that are completely pigmented (solid-colored).


“Lighter markings (yellow or gray) must not be confused with white markings. These two color variations are allowed in the Cesky Terrier, either solid gray or brown, or two colors (black-andtan or brown-and-tan). These yellow or gray markings on mature dogs can even appear to be optical white.


“In general, it is better for the Cesky to be small and light rather than too big and heavy. In reality, many examiners do not judge the Cesky Terrier according to the standard. Proof of this is that, at national and international exhibitions, many Cesky Terriers receive a good judgment while their chest size and proportions are considerably bigger than the standard allows.
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The Cesky Terrier was originally called the Bohemian Terrier.


“Only recently, examiner Mrs. Hrabakova has measured the chest of the Cesky Terrier. The judges must be aware that their judgments work like a sieve. Their decisions about what is correct and incorrect will trickle down to future generations of the breed. Through their judgments, dog-show judges play a role in the future development of the Cesky Terrier, or any breed for that matter.”


CESKY TERRIERS IN THE ARTS


The Cesky Terrier has been an actor in films, a hero in a novel and an image pictured on postage stamps and medallions, to name a few. Orlice Lovu zdar was the model in 1965 for artist Mirko Hanak’s design for a Czechoslovakian postage stamp that was issued to mark the occasion of the general meeting of the FCI. The Cesky Lumpidus Kirke has appeared on the big screen, where he was seen hunting wild boar, and he has also appeared in the television production Zen Stufen Zum God. Axio Bohemius was introduced, by Mr. Horak, in the television broadcast Klub der Jugend, in which Mr. Horak added commentary about the breed. In 1962, Mr. Horak introduced Javor Lovu zdar on TV as well.


Batul od Stareho Jalovce became the hero of the book Robin, written by Z. Frybova. Lumpidus Kirke and Carman z Libockeho Dolu were photographed for a poster that was printed for the International Exhibition of 1982 in Brunn. Lady Kirke and Besy Lovu zdar modeled for a children’s coloring book by the artist Ms. Jana Rozan. In 1987, a revealing article on the breed appeared in the Swiss magazine Hund in which the development of the breed was described in great detail and was documented with extensive information and many photos.
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Evaluating the size of the chest is an important issue in judging the Cesky Terrier.
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With a Cesky on each side, this owner enjoys the ultimate in canine companionship and the best of terrier personality.




TOP DOG


The most titled Cesky in the world is Multi-Ch. Chlap Lovu zdar, pictured here. He had 25 titles and 5 Bests in Show, and was owner/handled by the author, Katherine Eckstrom.
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FÉDÉRATION CYNOLOGIQUE INTERNATIONALE STANDARD FOR THE CESKY TERRIER


(Czech Terrier; Terrier Tcheque; Tschechischer Terrier; Terrier Checo)


FCI Standard No. 246


Translation: Mrs. Dipl. Ing. K. Bechová and Mrs. R. Binder-Gresly.
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A head study of a beautiful example of the breed from the Netherlands. The dog’s expression tells volumes about the breed's intelligence and keenness.


Date of Publication of Original Valid Standard: February 19, 1996.


Classification: Group: III (Terriers); Section: 2 (Small Sized Terriers). Without working trial.


Origin: Czech Republic.


Utilization: Formerly a terrier breed for hunting foxes and badgers, today more a house- and companion dog.


[image: image]


ACTC and ARBA Champion Von Guenzburg’s Serena’s Song.


Brief Historical Summary: The Czech Terrier is the result of an appropriate crossbreeding between a Sealyham Terrier dog and a Scotch Terrier bitch, with the aim to develop a light, short legged, well pigmented hunting Terrier, with practical drop ears, easy to groom and easy to train. In 1949 Mr. Frantisek Horák from Klánovice near Prague started to improve the breed by fixing their characteristics. In 1959 these dogs were shown for the first time, and the breed was finally recognized by the FCI in 1963.


General Appearance: Short legged, long haired, well made and well muscled terrier with smallish drop ears, of a rectangular format.


Temperament/Behavior: Balanced, non-aggressive, pleasant and cheerful companion, easy to train; somewhat reserved towards strangers; of calm and kind disposition.
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A Cesky in profile, correctly groomed for the show ring, demonstrating correct type, balance, substance and proportion.


Head: Shaped like a long, blunt, not too broad wedge, the plane of the forehead forming a distinctive breaking with the bridge of the nose.


CRANIAL REGION


Skull: Not too broad between the ears and tapering moderately towards the supraorbital ridges. Occipital protuberance easy to palpate; cheek bones moderately prominent. Frontal furrow only slightly marked.
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Head study of a Cesky showing proper proportion and structure as well as proper grooming for the show ring.


Stop: Not accentuated but apparent.


FACIAL REGION


Nose: Dark and well developed. It should be black on terriers with a gray-blue coat and liver-colored on light-coffee brown terriers.


Nasal bridge: Straight.


Jaws/Teeth: Strong jaws. Scissors or level bite; complete dentition (the absence of the 2 M3 in the lower jaw not being penalized). Teeth strong, regularly aligned and set square to the jaw.
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