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INTRODUCTION

It’s nearly Christmas Eve, and Father Christmas is in a terrible pickle!

Can Lottie Lostalot help him out, and save Christmas?
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CHAPTER ONE

A SNOWY NIGHT
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It was 3 o’clock in the morning, and Lottie was wide awake.


She tossed and turned, lay on her back, turned on her side, went under the covers, on top of the covers, but nothing seemed to work. She just wasn’t sleepy!

It was a cold and frosty night in December, and nearly Christmas Eve. Lottie was very excited. Her brothers, Freddy and Ben, would be home from boarding school soon, and she was really looking forward to seeing them.

The house was a bit lonely with just Mother and Father, and although they could be very annoying, Lottie had missed her brothers a lot.

She snuggled down into her nice warm bed and closed her eyes. Come on sleep, come on sleep, she thought, but no, sleep just wouldn’t come.

With a big sigh, she rolled over, and gazed out of the window. The moon was shining brightly, and the stars winked and blinked in the cold, night sky.

She reached under her pillow to find the feather that was always there; a reminder of her amazing, magical adventure with Mowk, a magnificent owl, and Rheena, Queen of Rats. She still couldn’t believe it had really happened… but then, she did have the feather.

She could hear the steady tick tock, tick tock, of the Grandfather clock downstairs, and every now and then, a faint snore from Mother and Father’s room.

A few snowflakes drifted past the window, and slowly the moon and stars started to disappear, and the frost stopped twinkling on the window pane as the snow fell thicker and thicker.

Lottie felt a little shiver of excitement in her tummy. I hope Father Christmas will bring me a bicycle this year, she thought. Then I will be able to go on adventures with Freddy and Ben!

Lottie’s brothers already had bicycles, and would be out all day on them in the summer. Lottie really, really, wanted one too, so she could join in all the fun. Her letter to Father Christmas was on the table at the side of her bed, and a pink bicycle was at the top of her list!

Slowly, Lottie’s eyes closed, and, thinking thoughts of summer adventures with Freddy and Ben, she finally fell asleep.

Morning came.

“Come on, sleepyhead. Time to get up!” Mother called. “Come down for breakfast!”

The lovely smell of frying bacon floated into Lottie’s room, and she jumped out of bed and ran downstairs. She adored bacon sandwiches, and Father knew how to make the rind all crispy and delicious!

The kitchen was warm and cosy. Munching on her bacon sandwich, Lottie ran to the window, and squealed in delight when she saw all the snow. “Can I go out, Mother?” she asked. “I want to build a snowman for Freddy and Ben.”

“Of course,” said Mother. “Go and get washed and dressed… and don’t forget to put your welly boots on!”

Lottie rushed upstairs into the bathroom, gave her face a wipe with her flannel, and brushed her teeth as quickly as she could. Then, swapping her jammies for her jumper and dungarees, she dashed back downstairs to put on her lovely, warm coat, and find her favourite, rainbow wellington boots.

The snow was deep and crunchy ̶ just right for snowballs, and snowmen. It took Lottie a while, but eventually, she had built the perfect snowman! Father put his hat and scarf on him, and Mother gave Lottie a carrot for his nose.

Then the three of them had a magnificent snowball fight, and Lottie’s face went all pink and tingly with the cold.
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