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FOR GENAY, MOM, ZORA & SUHAILA

The women who have been mouthpieces of God in my life
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In memory of

DEBRA ELEASE JACKSON

(1956–2013)





Nobody’s free until everybody’s free.

FANNIE LOU HAMER




We are each other’s harvest; we are each other’s business;
we are each other’s magnitude and bond.

GWENDOLYN BROOKS




We cannot create what we can’t imagine.

LUCILLE CLIFTON







  

    FOREWORD

    Jon Batiste

    
      The creative process is mysterious. It calls us to create meaning and value on a blank canvas, to translate the invisible, all-knowing language of God into poetic, universal prose.

      The joy and pain of our lives can leave us speechless. This is partly why we feel compelled to join our life experiences—those past, present, and future—with others through the embrace of creativity. Whether in the form of encouragement, edification, exhalation, or exasperation, it is human to create art that documents our time on earth. For some of us this is a major part of our calling. Which brings me to why the artistic contributions of brother Drew Jackson’s artful words are so important.

      One of many things that inspire me about Drew is the way he is using his time on earth. He’ll craft a sermon that might voyage through centuries of world history with scholarly scriptural accuracy, all while maintaining a crystal clear, Spirit-led, down-home message that welcomes you even as it challenges you. He finds a way to compassionately address a range of humanity, weaving in anecdotes from his personal narrative, without forsaking any aspect of the gospel. Just from hearing his sermons you know that he is in touch with his divine creative gift. This book is an extension of that gift.

      Drew is led by the example of Christ and strives to walk in the footsteps of the great followers of God. In the words of Martin Luther King Jr., one of Drew’s greatest inspirations, “We must use time creatively, in the knowledge that the time is always ripe to do right.” In a time like this, we need divine creativity, and the words Drew has written are just that.

      I have sat with Drew many times, absorbing his words as we worship, communing with each other in fellowship over some good meals, or lamenting each other’s losses, and he puts his whole self into the moment. His words are powerful, and his creative process is filled with mysterious and divine wonder that you will find to be meaningful for many years to come.

      [image: ]

      Jon Batiste is a Grammy-nominated musician living in New York City. He is the bandleader of Stay Human and appears with them nightly as bandleader and musical director for The Late Show with Stephen Colbert. He was co-composer (with Trent Reznor and Atticus Ross) for the Pixar film Soul, for which he received a Golden Globe, a BAFTA, and an Academy Award for Best Original Score.
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