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Physical Characteristics of the Siberian Husky


(from the American Kennel Club’s breed standard)



Ears: Of medium size, triangular in shape, close fitting and set high on the head. They are thick, well furred, slightly arched at the back, and strongly erect, with slightly rounded tips pointing straight up. Eyes: Almond shaped, moderately spaced and set a trifle obliquely. Eyes may be brown or blue in color; one of each or parti-colored are acceptable.



 




Skull: Of medium size and in proportion to the body; slightly rounded on top and tapering from the widest point to the eyes.



 




Nose: Black in gray, tan or black dogs; liver in copper dogs; may be flesh- colored in pure white dogs. The pink- streaked “snow nose” is acceptable. Neck: Medium in length, arched and carried proudly erect when dog is standing. When moving at a trot, the neck is extended so that the head is carried slightly forward.



 




Muzzle: Of medium length; that is, the distance from the tip of the nose to the stop is equal to the distance from the stop to the occiput. The muzzle is of medium width, tapering gradually to the nose, with the tip neither pointed nor square.



 




Chest: Deep and strong, but not too broad, with the deepest point being just behind and level with the elbows. The ribs are well sprung from the spine but flattened on the sides to allow for freedom of action.



 




Feet: Oval in shape but not long. The paws are medium in size, compact and well furred between the toes and pads.



 




Fore legs: Viewed from the side, pasterns are slightly slanted, with the 
pastern joint strong, but flexible.



[image: 001]










Shoulders: The shoulder blade is well laid back. The upper arm angles slightly backward from point of shoulder to elbow.



 




Back: Straight and strong, with a level topline from withers to croup. It is of medium length. The loin is taut and lean, narrower than the rib cage, and with a slight tuck-up. The croup slopes away from the spine at an angle.



 




Hindquarters: The upper thighs are well muscled and powerful, the stifles well bent, the hock joint well-defined and set low to the ground.



 




Tail: The well furred tail of fox-brush shape is set on just below the level of the topline.



 




Color: All colors from black to pure white are allowed. A variety of markings on the head is common, including many striking patterns not found in other breeds.



 




Coat: Double and medium in length, 
giving a well furred appearance. The 
undercoat is soft and dense and of 
sufficient length to support the 
outer coat.



 




Height: Dogs, 21 to 23.5 inches at the withers. Bitches, 20 to 22 inches at the withers.



 




Weight: Dogs, 45 to 60 pounds. Bitches, 35 to 50 pounds.












Photo Credits: 
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HISTORY OF THE
 SIBERIAN HUSKY







GENESIS AND ORIGINAL PURPOSE OF THE BREED 


Several thousand years ago, primitive Eskimo-like tribes in Siberia used dogs for specific functions in everyday life. These dogs were essential to the humans’ survival as they performed vital tasks, which included accompanying the hunters, scenting trails and helping to transport food back to the villages. Each tribe had its own specific type, which at this point was a precursor to a specific breed of dog, but all of the Northern dogs were similar in the sense of being jackal-type dogs that, at one time, had been crossbred with Arctic wolves. Of course, this was thousands of years ago, and through careful breeding and maintenance of pure bloodlines, the “wolf” was bred out of the dog. The pure-bred Siberian Husky of today is not a wild wolf hybrid, as anyone close to the breed will attest, but a beautiful, friendly, tractable, wonderful dog in both pet and working capacities.


In Siberia, the ancestors of the Husky were originally used for hunting until another use for them evolved. Each tribe bred and maintained its own specific type of dog. These Northern dogs eventually evolved into the distinct breeds that we know today: the Alaskan Malamute, Eskimo Dog and Samoyed, to name a few. The Chukchi tribe is credited with the origination of the dog that we have come to know as the Siberian Husky. The Chukchis inhabited the part of Siberia closest to Alaska; at one time the climate was not so harsh, but weather conditions changed for the worse, forcing the tribe to venture further from their settlement to find food. The tribe lived inland, but they came to depend on the sea for food. Thus arose the necessity for a method of transporting the food over the considerable distance, and the sled became that ever-important method of transport. Hence, the “sled dog” was born! In addition to accompanying the tribesmen to the sea and bringing home food, the sled dogs were used for transporting goods and trading between tribes, and for hauling the tribe’s possessions if they had to relocate to a more hospitable region.



NORTHERN BREEDS


The Northern breeds of dog, typified by the Siberian Husky, share many physical characteristics, including the prick, well-furred ears; brush curled tails; thick double coats and pointy muzzles. Among the celebrated Northern breeds we have the Alaskan Malamute, Samoyed, Finnish Spitz, Akita and Eskimo Dog. In addition to pulling sleds, Northern dogs earned their daily fish by hunting, herding and guarding the family.
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WOLFMAN LEENDERT


Humans have always been fascinated by the wolf, not the least of whom was Leendert Saarloos, the Dutch zookeeper from the 1930s. Saarloos immortalized himself by creating the world’s most famous wolf hybrid/dog breed, the Saarlooswolfhond. He created this dog from crosses of the German Shepherd to the wolf—amazing how closely his creation resembles the Siberian Husky!
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The Greenland Dog, a rare Arctic breed developed on the frigid island of Greenland, might have figured in the ancestry of the Siberian Husky.
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The Husky, then referred to as the Siberian Chukchi, or simply the Chukchi, was bred mainly for endurance rather than for speed or strength. The dogs were bred specifically to pull light loads at medium speeds; heavier loads required teams of dogs. The most important thing was that they were able to withstand the long distances and transport their cargo intact. The dogs had to be very energy-efficient in that they had to perform their task with as little effort as possible; they needed to have energy left over to keep their bodies warm in the  below-freezing temperatures.


The Chukchi people were meticulous in their maintenance of the dogs’ pure bloodlines. Only the best male lead dogs were bred; the rest of the males were castrated. The dogs had to have almost endless endurance, superb scenting ability, thick woolly coats to protect from the harsh climate, extreme tractability and willingness to obey. The breed today is recognized as one of the friendliest, and is especially known for being good with children. This has much to do with how the tribespeople treated the dogs. The Chukchi women and children were responsible for the dogs’ daily care, so the dogs adapted to family life and became accustomed to much interaction with humans. The children were encouraged to play with the dogs. Today Siberian Huskies are regarded as excellent family pets—very playful and always ready to make a new friend.



SIBERIAN BREEDS


The Siberian Husky is not the only pure-bred dog that hails from Siberia! The Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI) also registers the West Siberian Laika and the East Siberian Laika. The Western dog is by far the more numerous. These are hardworking hunting and sledding dogs.
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The Northern breeds originated as dogs that had been crossbred with Arctic wolves. As specific breeds, including the Siberian Husky, developed and pure bloodlines were maintained, the wolf was eventually bred out of the dogs.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE UNITED STATES 


Although originated in Siberia, the Siberian Husky is generally thought of as an American breed since it was here that these dogs first gained recognition as a separate breed rather than just another type of Arctic dog. Before their introduction to the States via Alaska, which at that time was not yet a state, Huskies were favored by Russian explorers, who brought the dogs along while charting the Siberian coastline. Still known as Chukchis, the dogs were brought to Alaska in late 1908 by a Russian fur trader named Goosak to be entered in the first All-Alaska Sweepstakes sled dog race. It was a 408-mile race with a first prize of $10,000. The people were unimpressed by Goosak’s dogs—they were small in comparison to the sled-dogs they were used to seeing.
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Goosak persuaded a driver named Louis Thrustrup to lead his team and, despite tremendous odds against them, the team placed a close third. The first sweepstakes race was just the beginning. Dogsled racing as a sport was becoming very popular, and the Siberian dogs quickly earned a reputation as top-notch sled dogs. Following this race, a Scotsman by the name of Fox Maule Ramsay was so taken with the Chukchi dogs that he chartered a boat to cross the Bering Sea to Siberia and returned with over 60 of the best Arctic dogs he could find. In the third All-Alaska race, two teams of Ramsay’s dogs placed first and second. Ramsay himself was the driver of the second-place team.


A very well-known story that documents the Siberian Husky’s unparalleled skill as a sled dog is the story of what has come to be known as the “great serum run” of 1925. An outbreak of diphtheria in Nome, Alaska necessitated the delivery of anti-toxin to prevent further spread of the disease, yet severe weather conditions made it impossible to transport it by air. The nearest supply of serum, which was in Anchorage, Alaska, could be transported by rail only as far as the town of Nenana, but there were still over 650 miles to travel to reach Nome. The only feasible way to cover the remaining distance, it seemed, was to use teams of sled dogs. The relay teams covered the distance in just five-and-a-half days, which was a remarkably short time to cover such a distance, and the serum was delivered to Nome in time to save the people from what would have resulted in certain death.



DRAFTING DOGS


The Arctic Circle has yielded many talented drafting dogs of Northern type. Lappland, not far from central Siberia, produced the Lapphund, an abundantly coated Northern dog originally used to herd reindeer.
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Today these dogs, divided into three distinct breeds, the Swedish Lapphund, the Lapinporokoira and the Finnish Lapphund, are companion dogs as well as herders.





 
IDITAROD TRAIL RACE


Since 1967, Huskies have impressed the world at the Iditarod Trail Race, the world’s longest sled-dog race, stretching across Alaska for 1,049 miles. To severely understate this competition, it is an extremely challenging endeavor for man and dog, or woman and dog! Female mushers, beginning with Libby Riddles, have won this great race. More recently, Susan Butcher has won the race several times.





Word of the dogs’ incredible endurance and heroism in the face of below-freezing temperatures and blizzard-like conditions spread quickly. The names of the dogs and their drivers became household words. Two drivers in particular, Gunnar Kasan and Leonard Seppala, who used teams of Siberian Huskies, became especially well known. Kasan’s team was the last relay team, the team that delivered the serum to Nome on February 2, 1925. His lead dog, Balto, who had already proven his worth as a sled dog and scenter many times over, became recognized as the finest lead dog in Alaska. In fact, today a statue of Balto stands in New York City’s Central Park as a symbol of the serum relay and to commemorate all of the fine dogs that participated. Seppala and his team garnered recognition for covering over 300 miles on the journey to Nome, the longest distance covered by any single team in the relay.


 






Like the closely related Finnish Lapphund, the Swedish Lapphund, shown here, is a Northern dog from Lappland who was originally intended to herd reindeer.
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Chinook dogs originated with the Chinook Indians who inhabited the Columbia River area of the northwestern United States. These three Chinook puppies are fine examples of the breed, which is associated with Siberian Husky history.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BREED 


Following the serum relay, Leonard Seppala toured the United States with a group of dogs, most of them Siberian Huskies, to give sled-dog demonstrations. Note that the word “husky” was used as a generic name for all of the sled-dog breeds. The Chukchi dog was first given the name “Siberian Husky” by Americans. These demonstrations gave the Arctic dogs widespread exposure and sparked interest in the Siberian Husky. There was even a sled-dog demonstration at the 1932 Olympic Games in Lake Placid, New York. After completing his exhibition tour, Seppala settled in New England and started racing extensively with his dogs. Not only did he establish himself as a top sled-dog driver but he also helped establish the Siberian Husky in the eastern United States through his own breeding program. Seppala bred his dogs and they became foundation stock for other New England breeders. The Seppala name is known by everyone in Huskies today; in fact, all American- Kennel-Club-registered Siberian Huskies can be traced back to Seppala bloodlines.
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?


The term “husky” is a generic term referring to any Northern-type snow dog. It derives as a bastardization of the word “Eskie” for Eskimo; the Eskimos continue to depend on sled dogs for survival.





New England became home to a concentration of quality Siberian Husky kennels, Arthur Walden’s Chinook Kennels in New Hampshire being one of the most important. Walden had already been breeding sled dogs when Seppala arrived with his huskies. Again, these dogs were smaller than those that were being produced in the area and people immediately discounted their skill as sled dogs. However, as soon as the dogs started racing, people took notice. Seppala’s dogs consistently, and handily, beat the local dogs in sled races. Walden, with the help of Milton and Eva “Short” Seeley, produced quality Siberian Huskies based on Alaskan stock, some of which came directly from Leonard Seppala.


Lorna Demidoff established the prominent Monadnock Kennel, also in New Hampshire. Her first champion was a dog she acquired from Chinook, and she followed with many homebred champions and top racing dogs. It is important to note that both Lorna Demidoff and Short Seeley were not only top breeders but top sled-dog drivers as well—they are two of the top women drivers of all time.


The focus of the New England kennels was to preserve the Siberian Husky’s working ability while producing dogs that were esthetically pleasing and could win in the conformation ring. The Chukchis’ breeding program focused on function rather than form; for example, the dog’s beautiful woolly coats were intended to insulate the dogs’ bodies, not to be admired by show fanciers. The tribe needed the dogs for  survival; they had no need for a beautiful dog. Dog fanciers, however, with intense interest in showing dogs as well as racing them, wanted the best of both worlds—they wanted the bestquality and best-looking dogs possible. Even with an emphasis on beauty, the New England kennels still managed consistently to produce dogs that were some of the finest racing sled dogs around.


The breed was recognized as the Siberian Husky by the American Kennel Club in 1930; the first AKC-registered Siberian Husky was named Fairbanks Princess Chena. The breed is recognized by America’s “other” registry, the United Kennel Club, as the Arctic Husky. Today the breed is sometimes called by that name in England although the breed’s official name worldwide is Siberian Husky.







THE SIBERIAN HUSKY IN GREAT BRITAIN 


 






Samoyeds were developed by Mongolian people, who are also called Samoyeds, of northern Russia. The dogs were used mainly for herding.


[image: 014]


The Siberian Husky was recognized as a breed in Great Britain in 1968. The first registered Siberian Husky was Yeso Pack’s Tasha, an American bitch who belonged to Lt. Commander William Cracknell. When she was first brought over from the U.S., there was a rabies scare in England that necessitated her being held in quarantine for a lengthy period. Upon her release, the Siberian Husky was designated as a separate breed and she was registered. A mate for her was imported from the U.S., and when Cracknell returned to the States with the two Huskies, the puppies from their two matings were left in England. When the quarantine period was restored to the normal length of six months, more Siberian Huskies began to be imported into England.



PROTECTIVE TAIL


The Siberian Husky, like all other Northern breeds of dog, boasts a full brush tail that is carried over the dog’s back. Although the standard does not state why this is an important characteristic of the Siberian Husky, evolution explains. This abundantly coated brush tail could easily protect the Husky’s face from snow and wind when the dog curls up on the ground. This type of tail, therefore, is a vital component for a dog destined to work and sleep outdoors in Arctic conditions.


[image: 015]





Don and Liz Leich were the first British fanciers to make strides in establishing the breed. They brought back Siberians from the U.S. in 1971 and started a kennel of their own, which produced some dogs who were very successful in the show ring. Like all true breed enthusiasts, they strived to keep their dogs’ working ability intact and keen.


The Siberian Husky in England had a slow but steady following, but by 1986 the breed was fully recognized and able to compete for championships. Many breeders have since done very well with the breed and Siberian Huskies are making great strides as pets and show dogs in England.







THE SIBERIAN HUSKY IN SWITZERLAND 


The first record of a Siberian Husky in Switzerland was in 1955. In 1963, the Swiss Club for Northern Dogs was founded. This organization discouraged crossbreeding and firmly regulated which dogs were of breeding quality. First of all, in order for a dog to even receive papers, his parents both must have been deemed worthy of breeding. Then the dog must undergo a stringent series of  x-rays, health tests and temperament tests. The club records all of this information and determines which dogs and bitches are approved for use in breeding programs and which ones are not allowed to be used for breeding. The club’s standards are very high and their regulations strict, but their policies have ensured consistency in the breed throughout the years and have assured that the breed’s bloodlines have been kept pure. The quality of the Swiss Siberian Huskies is recognized throughout Europe and many of these dogs have been imported into other European countries to help improve the quality of the local Husky stock.


 






You do not have to participate in sled racing to own a Siberian Husky. The Husky is such a beautiful dog, usually with striking eyes, that it has become a favorite all over the world.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SIBERIAN HUSKY







A FRIEND FOR LIFE 


Siberian Huskies are known all over the world as being friendly, playful dogs who make great family pets. Remember that the Chukchi people who originated the breed raised the dogs in a family atmosphere in the midst of their homes and with their children. The dogs grew up knowing that they were part of a family, just as your Siberian Husky will want to be an integral part of your family. The Siberian Husky will be loyal to those in his family, but he will still remain friendly to everyone he meets. In fact, a Siberian Husky can never have too many friends.


This being said, it is no surprise that the Siberian Husky has earned a reputation for being one of the friendliest and most people-oriented breeds around! If you are looking for a guard dog or an ominous presence in your home to ward off strangers, then you better keep looking…the Husky is more likely to greet an intruder with a friendly lick than a menacing bark. The dogs’ even temperament and ability to get along with people has to do with their background; the dogs were raised by the women and children of the Chukchi tribe and, therefore, they are used to being around people and being cared for.


Huskies are also very tractable in that they had to be extremely amenable to discipline in order to perform their intended tasks. The sled driver had to have the utmost confidence in his dogs, since he depended on his dogs to be able to reliably scent a trail and find their way to food and back to the village. When man and dog are out on the frozen tundra, there are no signs to tell them which way to turn and no gas stations at which to stop for directions—getting lost in those conditions presents a life-threatening situation. Today, however, the most strenuous “food hunt” that the pet Husky will probably engage in consists of something along the lines of a walk to the corner store with his owner, but trainability and dependability are still very much a part of the breed’s character.


 






Huskies are noted for their friendliness to people. They were developed to assist their owners, who depended upon the dogs for their very lives.
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 Siberian Huskies don’t just take well to training—they require it. Huskies need discipline. A sled-dog driver had to rely on his dogs’ ability to respond to his voice commands. These dogs had to be dependable to a fault, especially the lead dog. Thus, Huskies look to a leader to provide them with direction. As you know, the role of the leader is yours—it is your job to hold the reins!


The Husky was bred first and foremost to be a working dog, and these working instincts are still a very large part of the dog’s personality. Since the average pet Husky owner will not be using his dog for hunting or pulling a sled, the dog needs to have his working energies redirected toward other activities. When not used in a working capacity, the Siberian Husky must have exercise or else he will be bored. A bored dog will find a way to amuse himself, which could spell trouble for your garden, furniture, shoes, etc. This is not to say that every dog will revert to destructive behavior when he has nothing else to do, but wouldn’t you rather be in control of how your dog spends his “free time”? Besides, occupying your dog’s time gives you a chance to spend time together, constantly reinforcing the bond you formed when your Siberian Husky was just a pup.


 






A Husky can be happy indoors or out…as long as he has a friend.
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Originally intended to be working dogs, Siberian Huskies need an outlet for their energy. Regular walks will provide the pet Husky with some much-needed activity and exercise.
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While your Husky will adapt to very cold temperatures, excessive heat may bother him. Remember the Arctic climate whence he comes—he’s “wellsuited” for snow and ice, not for heat and humidity. Keep that in mind and always give your Husky access to shade and fresh water. Never leave your dog in a parked car in warm weather. Dogs of Northern descent have practically no tolerance for heat and will succumb to heat stroke within a very short time.
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