
	
		
			[image: Page.jpg]

		

	


	
		
			Chapter 1: What is Freemasonry?

			Freemasonry is the world’s oldest and largest fraternal organization with around 5 million members worldwide. It is not a secret society but is a society with secrets. The secrets of Freemasonry are mainly concerned with its traditional modes of recognition and its ritual. It is not a religion. It does not cause conflict between a man and his family or his religious beliefs. It requires that a candidate be of a certain age, is of good moral character and has belief in a Supreme Being. The Fraternity is open to men of any faith as long as they meet the other stipulations and seek to join of their own accord. Freemasonry, often shortened to Masonry, is a society of men concerned with moral and spiritual values, and is a symbol of man’s search for wisdom, brotherhood and charity. This search is ancient and is renewed every time a Lodge of Masons initiates a new brother. Through rituals, symbols and obligations, a volunteer becomes a part of a community, as he begins his own individual journey in search of ‘Light’.
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			*Freemason’s Hall, London.

			Its members are taught its precepts by a series of ritual dramas that follow ancient forms and use the customs and tools of ‘Operative’ or craftsmen stonemasons as allegorical guides. The fundamental ritual in what is called ‘Speculative’ Freemasonry, as practised in modern times, involves the playing out of drama that represents the building of King Solomon’s Temple, and the fate of its master architect, Hiram Abif. Using this allegory, moral lessons are taught. Because the story is based on the act of building of a temple, Masonic rituals feature the tools of stonemasons, including the level, plumb-rule, square, compasses, etc. Masonic terminology has found its way into modern language, where ‘on the level’ and ‘on the square’ are typical examples.
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			*The figure of Truth, attended by Faith, Hope and Charity ‘commissioning the genius of masonry to illuminate the craft’ in the building of Freemason’s Hall.

			Freemasonry is not, in itself, a charitable organisation: its primary purpose is not the provision of charitable relief to its members. A common misconception is that it is a ‘friendly’ or ‘benevolent’ society providing financial benefits to its members in times of adversity. Charity in a Masonic sense has a much broader meaning than the giving of support to those in need. Although Masonic charity is a great fact, and is an inherent part of the Masonic system, real charity is that which is afforded by one Brother to another in the learning and understanding of Masonic truth. It embraces affection and goodwill toward all mankind, but more especially to brethren in Freemasonry. Charitable sentiment demands of the Freemason that he should ‘do unto others as he would be done by’, in that he would ‘suffer long and be kind’, be forgiving, help a Brother in need, advise him of his error and the way to put right his wrongdoing, close his ears to slander and his lips to reproach.
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			*The Grand Temple inside Freemason’s Hall.

			It is contrary to Masonic teachings that assistance in political, business or social life should be gained by one Mason from another. An approach, in furtherance of any of these, is against the principles of Freemasonry. However, a friendship formed within the Lodge may be useful in acquiring assistance in legitimate endeavours outside, but such assistance should be given as a friend, and not as a Freemason. There is nothing within Freemasonry that teaches or promotes discrimination in favour of Freemasons in any of the ordinary relationships of life, whether in business or socially.

		

	


	
		
			Chapter 2: A Brief History

			There is some argument over the origins of Freemasonry. It is generally accepted that there is some connection with the stonemasons who built the castles and cathedrals of medieval times but there is no absolute proof of this. Scottish Masons assert that modern Freemasonry began in Scotland in the early 1600s, when stonemasons created a system of Lodges with rituals and secrets derived from medieval mythology and Renaissance times. 

			The first recorded ‘making’ of a Freemason appears in the diary of Elias Ashmole, antiquarian and herald, whose collections were the inspiration for the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford. His diary tells of a Lodge meeting at the house of his wife’s father in Warrington, Cheshire, on 16 October 1646, at which meeting Ashmole was made a Mason: no stonemasons were present. This is the first of several records showing no connection between Freemasonry and the craft of stonemason.

			Organised Freemasonry was formalised on 24 June 1717, when four London Lodges met at the Goose and Gridiron Ale House, in St Paul’s Churchyard, and formed the first Grand Lodge. Initially, the Grand Lodge met annually but within four years began to meet quarterly, and soon established itself as a regulatory body. In 1723, the first rulebook, Constitutions of Masonry, was published. Grand Lodges were formed in Ireland, in 1725, and Scotland, in 1736. By that latter year, Freemasonry had grown to over 100 Lodges in England and Wales, and had spread to Europe and much of the British Empire, all under control of the Grand Lodge. In 1737, Frederick, the Prince of Wales, son of King George II, was the first Royal person to be made a Freemason. 

			In 1751, a group of Irish Freemasons in London formed a rival Grand Lodge, claiming that the existing Grand Lodge had departed from the ‘ancient landmarks’, whereas the Irish claimed their Lodge to be working according the ‘old institutions’ granted by Prince Edwin at York, in AD926. Somewhat confusingly, the newer Grand Lodge became known as the Antients (sic) Grand Lodge, referring to the older as ‘Moderns’. For more than half a century, both bodies existed independently, neither recognising the other’s membership as ‘regular’ Freemasons. 
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			*Apron of a Master of the Order of the Rose-Croix.

			After the French Revolution, the British Parliament passed Acts that prohibited membership of trade unions, political clubs and other subversive organisations, especially those requiring its members to take an oath or obligation. The Grand Masters of both Grand Lodges met William Pitt, the Prime Minister, and convinced him that Freemasonry upheld the principle of law and was involved in much charitable work; it thereby gained exemption from the terms of the Act. After several years of negotiations, on 27 December 1813, the two Grand Lodges combined to become the United Grand Lodge of England (UGLE). 

			The UGLE established the basic administration of Freemasonry that still exists today. Outside London, Lodges are grouped into Provinces, based on the old counties, with each headed by a Provincial Grand Master appointed by the Grand Master of UGLE. Through the 19th century, Freemasonry grew in standing, with a high public profile largely due to the Prince of Wales (later King Edward VII) being elected Grand Master in 1874. Until the Spanish Civil War and the rise of the Nazis, Freemasonry flourished but after the Nazis banned Freemasonry, there was a marked reluctance for any publicity, and a deliberate policy of having no interaction with the media was introduced. 

			Resulting from this, Freemasonry began to be regarded as a ‘secret’ society and did nothing to refute any such claim. This situation continued until 1984: since then, the UGLE has taken positive steps to counter those claims, by adopting a policy of greater openness. Much information on Freemasonry is available to all; however, some secrets are still kept within the Fraternity.
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			*Freemasons assemble to take part in the world record banquet, 1950.

			From the original four Lodges that met in 1717, Freemasonry has grown with over 300,000 members, and more than 7,600 Lodges, in England and Wales, with a total of over 3 million worldwide.

		

	


	
		
			Chapter 3: Grand Lodges and Grand Orients

			A Grand Lodge, or Grand Orient, is the governing body of Craft or Blue Lodge Freemasonry in a particular jurisdiction. In general, Grand Lodges have control over Lodges within an area of civil government, ie English county, US state, etc.

			The United Grand Lodge of England (UGLE), the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and the Grand Lodge of Scotland each govern Freemasonry within their respective countries. The UGLE also governs Lodges in Wales. Some countries within continental Europe have more than one Grand Lodge. Historically, the United States had recognised one Grand Lodge in any one state, independent of that of any other state. Today, most states have two: a mainstream Grand Lodge and a Prince Hall Grand Lodge. All mainstream Grand Lodges in the United States recognise each other; most recognise their state’s Grand Lodge in Prince Hall Freemasonry (see separate section).

			Grand Lodges, worldwide, function independently of any other: there is no overall ruling or governing body. Most Grand Lodges are based on the organisation of the UGLE but are not controlled by it. Grand Lodges, and the Lodges warranted by them, are said to be in ‘regularity’, a process that allows formal interaction and visitation between members of different Lodges. A Grand Lodge, and any Lodge under its jurisdiction, that is ‘irregular’ will not be recognised, or allowed to be visited by members of any ‘regular’ jurisdiction. Lack of amity or irregularity, is usually due to a violation of one or more of the 25 Landmarks of Freemasonry. Although the UGLE is not an overall governing body, most Grand Lodges will consider any Grand Lodge that is, in the view of the UGLE, considered irregular, to be irregular also. Some independent bodies and Orders that are affiliated to Masonic bodies, but not governed by a Grand Lodge, generally accept the governance of that authority in their geographical area.
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			*The opening ceremony of the World Conference of the Great Masonic Lodges.

			The Grand Orient of France is considered by all regular bodies of Freemasons to be irregular. It differs, fundamentally, from mainstream Freemasonry in that it considers a man’s religious beliefs, or lack of any such belief, to be that man’s business alone. Instead of a Lodge using any number of Holy Books to represent the Volume of Sacred Law, where more than one belief is represented in its membership, its Lodges may instead, use a book with blank pages. Thus, an atheist could join, without having to affirm his belief in a Supreme Being. 

			The head of a Grand Lodge is called the Grand Master, and the other officers of the Grand Lodge prefix “Grand” to the titles of Lodge officers. Some Grand Lodges, notably the UGLE, have established Provincial Grand Lodges as an organisational layer between themselves and member Lodges.
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