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“I wrote these three books when my children were respectively six and four years old and thus obviously too young to read The Rivals. But their friends had told them I was a writer, and then they demanded their own books. Willy is my eldest son William, and James is his younger brother.” - Jeffrey Archer
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SAD SUBMARINE










Willy always liked Saturdays. No school for two whole days! He could lie in bed, thinking about the adventures he would have with his younger brother Jamie, and his friends, Randolph the Bear, and Yo-Yo the Cat.


The only problem with such deep thoughts was that they always seemed to make him late for breakfast.


‘You must get dressed more quickly,’ said his father, as Willy took his seat at the kitchen table.
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‘It’s my shoelaces, Dad, I find them hard to tie.’


‘Any boy of seven ought to be able to tie his shoelaces,’ said Dad, not looking up from behind his morning newspaper.







‘A boat that can travel under the sea.’


‘Wow,’ said Jamie. ‘How does it breathe?’


Daddy went on reading. No one ever seemed to want to answer Jamie’s questions.


‘And what’s a tragedy?’ asked Willy.
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Willy’s father sighed. He put down the newspaper and spread some marmalade on his toast.


‘A tragedy is something that’s very sad,’ he replied.


‘What’s sad about the submarine?’ asked Willy.


‘Yes, what’s sad about the submarine?’ repeated Jamie.


‘Well,’ said Dad, ‘a submarine called The Neptune, the biggest in the world, has been lost somewhere on the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean. If it isn’t found within twenty-four hours, all the sailors on board will die. That would be a tragedy.’


‘Why will they die?’ asked Jamie.


‘Because they will soon run out of oxygen to breathe.’


‘How did the submarine get itself lost?’ enquired Willy.
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