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INTRODUCTION


The London Underground has always been key to the lives of Londoners; from when its stations and stairwells offered refuge from the barrage of the Blitz to its ability to transport 4.8 million people every day. Much like the people it transports, it is resilient to threat and horror, standing strong in the face of war, terrorism and tragic accidents.


The Underground was the world’s first underground railway, opening in 1863 as the Metropolitan Railway, and is now the eleventh busiest metro/subway in the world. It is an art and design icon, with instantly recognisable fonts and branding – and an unmistakeable map!


But the Tube has never sat on its laurels, instead constantly building and reshaping to fit London. New lines and stations are always being built, new trains commissioned, and better accessibility is being strived for. It is home to the largest infrastructure project in Europe: the Elizabeth line, due to open in December 2018. The second line to be named after Elizabeth II, this will stretch right across central London, linking Reading and Heathrow to Shenfield and Abbeywood. It will be another vital artery feeding into the beating heart of the capital.


Tube Life is a celebration of those arteries, but also the people that keep the Underground alive – through shelters and bombings, derailments and disasters, to escapades and adventures. Mirrorpix, a formidable photo archive of contemporary images, has opened its doors to reveal the day-to-day life of a worldwide icon.
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Excavations for the new Uxbridge Underground Station in 1936.
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Another photo from the 1936 excavations in Uxbridge.
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Platforms under construction at the Underground station, Uxbridge, 1936.
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