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    FOREWORD

  




  

    K9 EXPERT EDUCATION

  




  

    If you have brought a Boston Terrier into your home from a responsible breeder or a rescue group—or are planning to do so—congratulations! You have fallen in love with one of the most charming breeds in all of dogdom.

  




  

    The Boston is one of the few breeds that can lay claim to being an all-American creation. With his lively spirit, square build, short head, and distinctive markings, he is instantly recognized. Since he appears to be decked out in a tuxedo, he’s earned the affectionate nickname of “the American Gentleman.” Artists are as captivated by the Boston as owners are; his likeness appears on billboards, greeting cards, calendars, and more. Something about that flat face and those big round eyes make this dog irresistible.

  




  

    Around 1870, in the city of Boston, Massachusetts, Robert C. Hooper acquired an imported dog named Judge from William O’Brien, also of Boston. Judge was the product of a Bulldog/English Terrier cross, weighing about 32 pounds and dark brindle in color with a white stripe up his face and a blocky, square head. He was bred to “Gyp (or Kate),” as her name appears on old pedigrees. She was white, low, and square, weighing about 20 pounds.

  




  

    Out of this breeding came Wells’ Eph, a strongly built, dark brindle dog with even white markings; he was low to the ground like his mother. In time, Eph was bred to Tobin’s Kate, a golden brindle of about 20 pounds with a short head and a straight three-quarter tail. These dogs laid the foundation for the breed we know today as the Boston Terrier.

  




  

    About thirty or so enthusiasts in the Boston area organized the American Bull Terrier Club in 1889 and showed their dogs as Round Heads or Bull Terriers. Not surprisingly, Bull Terrier and Bulldog fanciers objected strenuously to the new club and the fanciers’ choice of name, since the new breed was so different from their own. The American Kennel Club (AKC) was equally skeptical. However, the enthusiasm of the Boston Terrier supporters did not wane. In 1891, they formed the Boston Terrier Club of America. Since their dog originated in Boston, the name seemed fitting. They succeeded in convincing the AKC to recognize the breed in 1893.

  




  

     


  




  




  

    The Boston Terrier breed has a proud American heritage behind it.
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    That’s when the real work began, as Boston enthusiasts needed to achieve a more uniform look in their dogs. Their efforts paid off in the establishment of a clean-cut dog with a short head, symmetrical white markings, and a body with the square proportions of a terrier rather than the low-slung appearance of a Bulldog.

  




  

    The Boston Terrier breed standard calls for a sturdy dog, neither fine-boned nor over-muscled. Weight is divided by classes: under 15 pounds, over 15 but under 20 pounds, and over 20 but not to exceed 25 pounds. Unlike its ancestor, the Bulldog, the Boston is free from wrinkle on the head and muzzle.

  




  

    This is a compact, square dog with a deep chest and a naturally short tail; in fact, a docked tail is a disqualification. The Boston’s coat is short, smooth, and fine, and there are three acceptable colors/ patterns listed in the breed standard—brindle, black, and seal—all of which must have white on the muzzle and forechest and a white blaze. Beware of commercial breeders selling “rare” dilute colors, such as blue-gray, cream, or fawn, at inflated prices. Look for a reputable breeder or rescue group through the Boston Terrier Club of America.
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      With this Smart Owner’s Guide®, you are well on your way to your Boston Terrier diploma. But your Boston education doesn’t end here. You’re invited to join Club Boston™ (DogChannel.com/Club-Boston ), a FREE online site with lots of fun and instructive features, such as:



      

        

          • forums, blogs, and profiles where you can connect with other Boston Terrier owners

        




        

          • downloadable charts and checklists to help you be a smart and loving dog owner

        




        

          • access to Boston Terrier e-cards and wallpapers

        




        

          • interactive games

        




        

          • canine quizzes

        


      


    




    

      The Smart Owner’s Guide series and Club Boston are backed by the experts at DOG FANCY® magazine and DogChannel.com—who have been providing trusted and up-to-date information about dogs and dog people for more than forty years. Log on and join the club today!

    


  




  

    The breed standard describes the Boston as a “most dapper and charming American original.” A host of admirers the world over would be quick to agree.

  




  

     


  




  

    Allan Reznik


    Editor-at-Large, DOG FANCY

  



  

  




  

    CHAPTER 1

  




  

    AN AMERICAN ENTERTAINER
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    You’ll often see a Boston Terrier strike a pose. He’ll stand in a regal manner with his ever-alert upright ears, as if his arrival to a high-society party has just been announced, and he needs to allow a moment for the world to take him in. Dressed formally in his naturally short-haired suit-coat set off by a decorative white blaze on his face and chest, this breed has earned the title of “the American Gentleman.” But don’t expect his poise to last. Once he’s assessed the situation, the same dog who showed his aristocratic side will transform into an affectionate, gushing individual who believes that the entire world is his to love. He has no qualms about getting into everyone’s face with his characteristic snorts as he greets friends old and new. He’s also known for his clownish, entertaining side. The Boston is one of the original American breeds, with boldness from his Bulldog heritage and with calculating intelligence and classic “it’s all about me” attitude from his terrier ancestors.

  




  

    According to the American Kennel Club (AKC) Boston Terrier breed standard, the acceptable colors for the Boston’s smoothcoated formalwear are brindle, seal, and black. The seal color appears black except that it has a red cast when viewed in the sun or bright light. Colors not included in the standard include shades of gray, cream, and red. Solid colors also are unacceptable; a Boston must have white markings.
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      The Boston Terrier is not considered a true terrier. One difference is that most terriers have their own agendas, but Boston Terriers are more content to adapt to their owners’ preferences.

    


  





  

    The Boston’s coat is always short, smooth, bright, and fine in texture. This coat is a delight for dog owners, because the dog sheds little and merely needs a touch-up with a soft brush to keep him looking sleek. And, being a gentleman (or a lady), the Boston doesn’t have much of a doggy odor, necessitating less frequent bathing than many other breeds.

  




  

    The white markings are not just the formal touch to the Boston’s attire—they are a particularly important breed characteristic. The required white markings indicated by the AKC standard are a white muzzle band, a white blaze between the eyes, and a white forechest (but no bow tie, as some high-class Boston restaurants might demand from human patrons). The standard also sets forth the following desired markings for the Boston Terrier: an even white blaze between the eyes and over the head, a white collar, a white forechest, white on part of the forelegs, and white on the back legs below the hocks. The standard goes on to say that, in the show ring, judges are not to penalize dogs for not possessing the desired markings, and that a Boston with “a preponderance of white on the head or body must possess sufficient merit otherwise to counteract its deficiencies [of excess white].”
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      The Boston’s short muzzle is known to contribute to snoring, sneezing, wheezing, and snorting. Many feel that the breed’s shorter nose also adds to a tendency for the Boston to be gassy.

    


  




  

    The ears on this stylish dog are naturally upright, and the tail is naturally short, not to be docked. The preferred tail does not exceed in length more than one-quarter of the distance from tail set to hock. The Boston’s eyes are very round and dark. The head should be square and the mouth even.

  




  

    You’ll see a Boston striding along with grace and power. The breed’s gait is surefooted and straight as his forelegs and hind legs propel him with perfect rhythm. There is not to be any rolling, paddling, or weaving as this dog trots along, nor is the gait to be hackney. After all, Bostons have an eye-catching elegance and don’t need to draw attention to themselves by picking up their feet unusually high.

  




  

    Balance is the key for this breed and is reflected in the head, which is in proportion to the size of the dog. As if tailored, the dog’s body is rather short and well knit, the limbs strong and neatly turned, and the tail short—no feature is so prominent that the dog appears badly proportioned. The length of leg must balance with the length of body to give the Boston Terrier its striking square appearance.

  




  

    Boston Terriers are medium-sized dogs and are not to exceed 25 pounds. Weight in the breed is divided into three categories : under 15 pounds; 15 pounds to under 20 pounds; and 20 pounds up to 25 pounds. The Boston Terrier is a sturdy dog and must not appear to be either spindly or coarse. The bone and muscle must be proportionate while enhancing the dog’s weight and structure. Dogs who are blocky or chunky in appearance are faulted. Males and females appear almost the same except that some females may show a slight refinement in conformation.
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      Meet other Boston owners just like you. On our Boston Terrier forums, you can chat about your dog and ask other owners for advice about training, health issues, and anything else about your favorite breed. Log onto DogChannel.com/Club-Boston for details!

    



    




  

    The Boston conveys an impression of determination, strength, and activity. The dog’s expression reflects a high degree of intelligence. His disposition and temperament are as impeccable as his formal appearance. Of course, you’d expect a dog who is all dressed up to have manners, but the trademark of the Boston Terrier is his social attitude. Bred as a companion, he long ago gave up any scrappiness toward other dogs that his ancestors may have harbored. Bostons tend to be amiable around all dogs and all people. They fit right into family life, loving everyone from children to grandparents. This social butterfly is very friendly and tends to be gentle, alert, expressive, and polite.

  




  

    Like the most well-mannered aristocrat, the Boston doesn’t bark merely to bark. Bostons tend to bark only when necessary. Although he may announce the arrival of a guest, the dog’s duty changes to that of greeter once the visitor steps inside. Your Boston Terrier won’t guard you from anyone, but he may keep whoever just arrived busy with affection should you need to slip out the back door.

  




  

    This sleek, dapper dog never seems to have a hair out of place. With his “in charge” attitude, he acts as if the party is always for him. He is lively, entertaining, and not called a “gentleman” for nothing. Throughout his history, this breed has excelled at many roles from show dog to athlete to mascot to hero to all-around great family dog. His good nature and his reputation as an upstanding citizen have allowed the Boston Terrier to maintain a position within the top twenty most popular breeds for most of his AKC-recognized life.

  




  

     


  




  




  

    Most Boston Terriers enjoy the company of canine playmates.
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      NOTABLE & QUOTABLE

    




    

      I got my first Boston by accident and fell in love with the breed! Bostons are easygoing and wonderful to live with, and they fit in with my active lifestyle just perfectly. They are ready to go any time I am, yet they are wonderfully willing to curl up on the couch with me at the end of a long day.

    




    

      —Kelly Misegadis, owner of champion Bostons from Colorado Springs, Colorado 
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      Taking your Boston to a training class helps socialize the dog to 

       both people and other dogs. Take time to check out different classes in your area before you plan to attend with your dog.

    


  




  

    

  




  GETTING TO KNOW YOU




  

    For a lot of people, the Boston Terrier is the ideal family dog. Most Bostons bubble over with affection. They make great companions for people of any age, and they are notably good with children. However, be aware that any dog needs to be supervised with young children, toddlers, and babies. Many children can be too rough with a dog, which is not always taken well—even if the child is acting unintentionally.

  




  

    If your family includes other dogs and other pets, Bostons take that in stride. This breed typically does quite well with other dogs and other animals. Simply put, they are sociable! But even dogs with a higher social aptitude need some interaction and exposure when they are young, which is why socialization is key to your young puppy’s upbringing. Think of it as sending the dog to finishing school to make sure that his manners are impeccable. To nurture your Boston’s naturally friendly character and polish his manners, you need to expose him to a variety of people, other dogs, and experiences when he is a puppy and continue that exposure until he is about a year old. If you intend to keep different kinds of household pets throughout your Boston’s life, you’ll need to introduce your young Boston to these types of animals under your supervision to ensure that the socializing goes well. After all, you’d hate for your Boston’s first meeting with a feline to be a run-in with your neighbor’s cat, leaving him scratched and with the wrong impression. On the other hand, you don’t want your Boston to show too much of his rambunctious side and hurt a cat unintentionally. A little supervision from the start can help shape the right kind of interactions between your Boston and every person or animal he meets.

  




  

     


  




  




  

    Boston Terriers love their people and enjoy the comforts of home.
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      If you are going on an outing with your Boston on a hot day, be sure to bring along a lot of water and have a way to get your dog out of the heat. This breed has a low heat tolerance.

    


  




  

    Another reason for the social sculpting of your Boston is that even though most Bostons have undeniably outgoing personalities, each dog is unique, meaning that some Bostons can show a bit more of a timid side. Early socialization is beneficial for all dogs and can help build confidence in those few Bostons who harbor uncertainties.

  




  

    

  




  TEMPERAMENT AND TRAINING




  

    Don’t let the Boston’s black-tie attire deceive you. This is a very agile and athletic breed, and the Boston’s enthusiastic attitude and love for doing things with his owners leave him open to trying many different things. Bostons love jogging alongside their owners, they enjoy going on hikes, and they can’t resist chasing balls and Frisbees. If you have a bit of a competitive side, you’ll find the Boston Terrier a willing and able participant, as this bright, intelligent, quick learner has the potential to succeed in many sports. You will find Bostons in the obedience ring, agility trials, flyball competitions, and even tracking events. A healthy, sound Boston is an athlete who can hold his head up among the best.

  




  

    It’s not unusual for the Boston to show his softer side in the role of therapy dog. Since most Bostons find meeting and greeting people a great joy, they are well suited to visiting nursing-home residents and hospital patients. You’ll also find that many Bostons are quite sensitive to their owners’ emotions. If you are upset or having a bad day, don’t be surprised to find your Boston going out of his way to crawl into your lap and willingly lick away any tears that might stray down your face. However, keep in mind the down side of a dog who is highly in tune to human emotions. He will react more significantly to anger and may become stressed out if you are constantly in a nervous or anxious state. That kind of stress can create insecurity—or other issues, including house-training setbacks—in a dog.

  




  

    Typically, your Boston Terrier will want to greet every person who comes into the house. The Boston’s greeting is a bit more personal than the greetings of many other dogs. A Boston doesn’t merely come up and sniff or walk in circles while wagging his tail. A Boston wants to get right into the visitor’s face and say hello. Bostons possess a real talent when it comes to making people feel welcome. With a sniff and a snort of sheer happiness, the dog seems unable to keep a grin off his face, leaving most people utterly charmed.

  




  

    There’s more than charm, though, behind your Boston’s greeting and demeanor. You will find few dogs as affectionate as a Boston Terrier, which creates a different kind of relationship between Bostons and their owners than with many other breeds. Your Boston will usually not be happy with a simple greeting and one or two pats on the head when you arrive home. Bostons want one-on-one time with their owners. You don’t need to be gone long to get an affection-filled “where have you been?” greeting from your Boston. And when you’re gone for a long period of time, your Boston will greatly miss you. Although Bostons typically get along well with other dogs in the home, your Boston will find no substitution for your affection. He will want time with you and you alone.

  





  

     


  




  




  

    Behind those big eyes are an affectionate heart and a clever mind.
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    Bostons learn quickly and are eager to please. Even though they are relatively easy to train, training is necessary, as untrained dogs may become unruly and problematic. The correct way to train a Boston Terrier (or any dog for that matter) is with positive reinforcement. Do not punish your Boston for behaviors that you don’t want; instead, reward him for behaviors that you do want, thus creating a relationship filled with cooperation from your dog.

  




  

    Praise is important to your Boston, so don’t be surprised to find your dog upset or even crushed by excess scolding. Because of their sensitive nature, Boston Terriers take criticism in the form of reprimands very poorly. Similarly, a choke chain is a poor choice for training; in addition to being too harsh for the Boston, a choke chain can harm the dog’s throat, even with sparing use. Instead, grab a treat or a toy as a reward for a correct response to a cue. Since the Boston Terrier is very intelligent, you’ll find that your dog won’t need a lot of repetition to learn. If he’s done it right once or twice, it’s time to quit; otherwise, your Boston will wonder why you keep persisting with a particular command and may begin to worry that you want him to do the task differently.

  




  

    

      NOTABLE & QUOTABLE

    




    

      [My Boston] Sparky makes me laugh. He’s always so funny. I take him a lot for hikes in the mountains, and I let him lead the way. He always seems to be able to figure out good trails and how to get back, but when I try to lead, I always get us lost.

    




    

      —Ramki Marwah, Boston Terrier owner and avid hiker from Monument, Colorado 

      


  




  

    House-training a Boston Terrier can be a bit more of a challenge than with some other breeds. Bostons tend to be slower to catch on about consistently going outside to do their business. Many Bostons do not have good bladder control as puppies, so a youngster may have to stop to relieve himself frequently. Unfortunately, he may be playing in your living room when this happens. For a young dog with a small bladder and slowly developing bladder control, his body just doesn’t give him a lot of warning. Since this issue is more about physical development than a lack of response to your house-training attempts, you’ll need to use lots of patience when working to pottytrain your Boston.

  




  

    The breed’s athletic talent can get some Bostons into trouble when their energy isn’t sufficiently expended. They can jump relatively high for their smaller stature, and this talent, coupled with inactivity and boredom, could lead to problems. So might the breed’s astute intelligence. Bostons are focused and alert. Nothing that happens in the household escapes the Boston’s attention, leaving a bored dog to figure out how to entertain himself.
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      Boston Terriers are amusing dogs who can play at a moment’s notice but can then settle down in their owners’ laps when playtime is over.

    


  




  

    Channeling your Boston’s energy in a constructive way often means engaging the dog in both body and mind. But, for the right owner, this can be fun. The Boston is a go-everywhere-with-you kind of dog who likes a range of activities. Whether you like to play with your dog at home, want him to accompany you on walks or jogs, or aspire to pursue training for a competitive dog sport, the Boston Terrier is game.

  




  

    Many people have made the unfortunate discovery that these dogs can have a dedication to chewing. Some Boston Terrier owners find that they need to work to keep chewing issues under control until their dogs are about three years old. Some individuals can also be a bit nippy. The erratic movements and high-pitched noises that younger children make may overstimulate this play-oriented breed and lead to the dog’s nipping at the child, albeit in play.

  




  

    

  




  DEMANDS OF A BRACHYCEPHALIC BREED




  

    The Boston Terrier’s trademark short nose can sometime cause problems. The Boston Terrier is a brachycephalic breed. Brachycephalic is a term that comes from the Greek words brachy (“short”) and cephalic (referring to the head). The brachycephalic syndrome (referring to the anatomical features found in short-nosed dogs) has health consequences; in any brachycephalic dog, the shorter the nose, the more prone to problems the dog is going to be. Varying degrees of obstruction to the dog’s airway can cause noisy breathing or can result in something more serious, such as a collapsed larynx. Brachycephalic traits also make a dog more sensitive to heat and vigorous exercise than other dogs.

  





  

    The nose, sinuses, pharynx, and larynx comprise a dog’s upper airway. An elongated, fleshy soft palate and narrowed nostrils are the features most likely to cause problems in a brachycephalic dog; in the Boston, larynx abnormalities, a relatively small trachea, and eversion (turning outward) of the laryngeal membrane sacs are also often seen. Put bluntly, those short noses don’t work well for breathing. This can greatly limit the dog’s ability to exercise even though he may have the energy to keep going.

  




  

    More severe brachycephalic Bostons may have episodes with breathing difficulties, triggering a noisy “reverse sneezing” effect. Even with mild cases, the owner must limit the dog’s exercise and keep him from situations in which he risks overheating. Stress can also cause an attack. Additionally, if the dog begins to panic during a breathing episode, which does happen, his breathing becomes even more difficult. Breathing problems can require emergency trips to the veterinarian. Some veterinarians recommend surgery to resolve more severe brachycephalic issues; in other cases, a dog may be prescribed steroids to help him through rough times.
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  HOME REQUIREMENTS




  

    The Boston Terrier is a homebody. Even though he may enjoy romps in the yard, outdoor playtime, and going for walks, he’s an indoor dog. Being a brachycephalic breed, the Boston doesn’t tolerate heat very well and is known to be prone to heat stroke, and his short coat makes him intolerant of colder temperatures. This is a house pet who must be indoors with air conditioning in the summer months and with heat in the winter months. He should not be left outside unattended.

  




  

    You’ll want to buy a jacket for your Boston so that he can stay warm in the cold weather when he goes outside to do his business. And although he should have his own dog bed, he’ll still want to snuggle under the covers with you.
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      Show your artistic side. Share photos, videos, and artwork of your favorite breed at Club Boston. You can also submit jokes, riddles, and even poetry about Bostons. Browse through the various galleries and see the talent of fellow Boston owners. Go to DogChannel.com/Club-Boston and click on “Galleries” to get started.

    


  





  

    

      True Tails

    




    

      A Community of Love

    




    

      Like many organizations, MidAmerica Boston Terrier Rescue (MABTR) is successful because of its volunteers. The Boston Terrier touches people’s lives and brings people together for the greater good. That is evident in MABTR’s Boston transport.

    




    

      While some areas of the country don’t have many adoptable Boston Terriers or Boston rescues, there are several overpopulated states. Getting the dogs to people in states where there are few Bostons can be difficult and expensive and can prevent adoption, but MABTR’s founder, Jennifer Misfeldt, has a plan to transport Bostons to good homes inexpensively.

    




    

      The process begins when a poten- on tial adopter finds a candidate line, such as on Petfinder.com or adopta boston.com. After the adopter fills out an application, the rescue volunteer who is fostering the dog calls the adopter for a phone interview. If both the adopter and the volunteer think that the dog is a good fit, a volunteer in the adopter’s area will visit the pontential new home.

    




    

      If adopter is approved after the home visit, but the ideal dog is being fostered several states away, the MABTR transport system comes into play. The journey may begin with the transport coordinator’s trying to find someone who already is

    




    

      going to travel the given route and has room for a four-legged passenger. More often, though, a transport route is put together with the help of a number of volunteers who are willing to travel short distances between the starting and ending points. Transporting is one way to help a rescue group, especially when you do not have money to donate or room in your home to foster.

    




    

      The Colorado Animal Rescue Express helps arrange safe transportation for domestic animals who are going to approved rescues and adoptive homes. Kansas City, Missouri, is a hub where dogs gather to make their way to Colorado. Donna Ronan of MABTR monitors all transports that come into and go out of Kansas City. Sometimes a dog needs a place to stay for the night, as the next leg of the drive does not leave until the next day. Donna Finds a volunteer who can give the dog a warm bed to sleep in and help him get on the road the following morning.

    




    

      When asked why people rally behind this effort so tirelessly for the well-being of Boston Terriers, Donna said, “Bostons just have a way with people. [People] say that they either grew up with one or know of someone who owned one.” These dogs seem to charm people memorably.
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